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RELIGION  

 

UTAH MATTERS 

             Title:    Religious Freedom  

              Air Date:    Mar 15 

              Length:   30                        

              Guests:  Prof. Brett Scharffs,  BYU J Rueben Clark School of 
Law.  

Description:   Discussed aspects of debate over infringement of 
religious freedom in U-S and Internationally.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HISTORY OF THE SAINTS   Season 4 
Air Date:       Jan 4  
30 minutes 
Episode One: The Last Days of Brigham Young: Brigham Young governed the 
Church for 33 years—longer than any other man. He died August 29, 1877 in Salt 
Lake City. This episode is the story of the legacy and last days of President 
Brigham Young. 
 
 
 
HISTORY OF THE SAINTS Season 4 
Air Date:       Jan 11 
30 minutes 
Episode Two: The First Vision: President Gordon B. Hinckley called the First 
Vision ―The hinge pin on which this whole cause turns….Everything turns on the 
reality of that First Vision.‖ In this episode of History of the Saints we tell the story of 
that monumental and foundational theophany that is so important to Mormonism.  
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HISTORY OF THE SAINTS Season 4 
Air Date:       Jan 18 
30 minutes 
Episode Three: The Rise of the Bible: Young Joseph Smith read from the Bible in 
the spring of 1820 and the history of this world was indisputably and dramatically 
altered. It may be assumed that everyone in 1820 had a Bible and that it had 
always been there—and in English, but of course as this episode of History of the 
Saints will show that was not the case. This episode tells the story of the rise of the 
King James Bible from the original authors to the time of Joseph Smith. 
 
 
HISTORY OF THE SAINTS Season 4 
Air Date:       Jan 25 
30 minutes 
Episode Four: The Prelude to the Restoration: Elder Mark E. Petersen of the 
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles said, ―The Restoration of the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in these latter days together with the advance preparation of 
conditions which made it possible, was indeed a divine drama which had many 
stages and many scenes, some of which were world shaking.‖ What were some of 
those moments of providential history that prepared the way for the latter-day 
restoration? That is this episode of History of the Saints. 
 
HISTORY OF THE SAINTS Season 4 
Air Date:       Feb 1 
30 minutes 
Episode Five: The Grandfathers of Joseph Smith: President Brigham Young 
said of Joseph Smith, ―The Lord had his eyes upon him and upon his father and 
upon his father’s father and upon their progenitors clear back to Abraham….He has 
watched that family and that blood as it has circulated from its fountain to the birth 
of that man.‖ (DBY 108) This episode of History of the Saints is about the ancestors 
of Joseph Smith and how that heritage influenced him. 
 
HISTORY OF THE SAINTS Season 4 
Air Date:       Feb 8 
30 minutes 
Episode Six: The Early Years of the Joseph Smith Sr. Family: Joseph Smith Sr. 
and Lucy Mack were married January 24, 1796 at Tunbridge Vermont. They began 
their life together with a $1000 wedding present and part ownership of a 
―handsome‖ farm, but within a few years they had lost that farm. Those early New 
England years were difficult enough that by 1816 Father Smith would seek his 
fortunes in a new land. This is the story of the early years of the Smith family and 
those circumstances that took them to Palmyra, New York. 
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HISTORY OF THE SAINTS Season 4 
Air Date:       Feb 15 
30 minutes 
Episode Seven: The Early Years on Palmyra: Palmyra, New York was first 
settled in 1789 and was called Swift’s Landing after its founder, General John Swift. 
Then in 1796 the name was changed to Palmyra. By the summer of 1816, word had 
spread of cheap productive farmland in  Palmyra. It was a place of promise and a 
thriving and growing community. The Smith’s were settled in the village of Palmyra 
by the spring of 1817. This is the story of those early years in Palmyra leading up to 
the First Vision. 
 
 
 
HISTORY OF THE SAINTS Season 4 
Air Date:       Feb 22 
30 minutes 
Episode Eight: If Any of You Lack Wisdom: Joseph Smith said, ―At about the 
age of twelve years my mind became seriously impressed with regard to the all 
important concerns for the welfare of my immortal soul, which led me to 
searching….I pondered many things in my heart concerning the situation of the 
world of mankind—the contentions and divisions.‖ This episode of History of the 
Saints is about that world—the world of 1820, and how it led and prepared Joseph 
Smith for his experience in the Sacred Grove. 
 
HISTORY OF THE SAINTS Season 4 
Air Date:       Mar 1 
30 minutes 
Episode Nine: The Space of Time Which Intervened: Joseph Smith saw the 
Father and the Son in the spring of 1820 in answer to his earnest prayer. However, 
while it may have been the resolution for his personal crisis of faith it marked the 
beginning of the crisis of persecution that would follow him the rest of his life. This 
episode of History of the Saints deals with the aftermath of that Vision and what 
Joseph described as ―the space of time which intervened between the time I had 
the Vision and the year, eighteen hundred and twenty-three.‖ 
 
HISTORY OF THE SAINTS Season 4 
Air Date:       Mar 8 
30 minutes 
Episode Ten: The Years of Preparation: September 21, 1823, 17 year-old 
Joseph Smith Jr. learned from the angel Moroni of the ancient record buried in a hill 
not far from his home. He expected to receive that record when he went to the hill. 
He could not have known that it would take four years of instruction and intelligence 
before he would be able to receive it. This episode of History of the Saints tells the 
story of those years of preparation. 
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HISTORY OF THE SAINTS Season 4 
Air Date:       Mar 15 
30 minutes 
Episode 11: Emma Hale Smith: One of those whose contribution to the 
Restoration is incalculable was Emma Hale. A revelation, now known as Doctrine 
and Covenants 25, referred to her as ―an elect lady whom I have called.‖ Emma 
was Joseph Smith’s wife, companion and confidant. This episode of History of the 
Saints is about her, her family, and those early years.  
 
 
HISTORY OF THE SAINTS Season 4 
Air Date:       Mar 22 
30 minutes 
Episode 12: Multitudes Were on the Alert: It was just after midnight on 
September 22, 1827, when Joseph Smith and his wife Emma journeyed to the Hill 
Cumorah and there Joseph received the Gold Plates from the angel Moroni. This 
episode deals with the story of those who tried every exertion to get the plates from 
Joseph. 
 
 
HISTORY OF THE SAINTS Season 4 
Air Date:      
30 minutes   Mar 29 
Episode Thirteen: The Three Wise Men of The East: By February 1828, Joseph 
and Emma Smith were living in Harmony Pennsylvania on the Isaac Hale farm. 
Joseph had copied some of the characters from the gold plates and by means of 
the Urim and Thummim had translated a few. This episode tells the story of Martin 
Harris coming to Harmony and taking a copy of some of the characters, with the 
translation thereof, and going to New York City to present them to the learned men.  
 
 
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:    Jan 4   
30 minutes 
EPISODE ONE – ―THE REMNANT‖ 
Exodus of Lehi’s family and the Dead Sea Scrolls 
Journalist Ryan Fisher investigates archeological sites in Jerusalem to fill in the rest 
of the story behind the exodus of the family of Lehi from Jerusalem in 600 BC and 
to find out if the prophecy of Lehi and the prophet Jeremiah, that Jerusalem will be 
destroyed if the people don’t repent, was fulfilled. 
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NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:    Jan 11 
30 minutes 
EPISODE 2 
Lincoln and the Civil War part one- ―Lincolns Conversion‖ 
Investigative journalist Ryan Fisher travels to Washington DC to investigate the 
events that led up to President Lincolns second inaugural address in which he 
states that the civil war is a judgment from God on the nation and that the United 
States is a promised land just like ancient Israel.  
 
 
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:    Jan 18 
30 minutes 
EPISODE 3 
Lincoln and the Civil War part two- ―The Nation Converts‖ 
The investigation into President Lincoln’s conversion to the concept that the United 
States is a promised land continues as journalist Ryan Fisher travels to Gettysburg 
to investigate the conversion of the north and how that affected the outcome of the 
civil war.  
 
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:    Jan 25 
30 minutes 
EPISODE 4 
The Promise Land of Israel – a warning to the United States 
The investigation into this concept that the United States is a promised land leads 
journalist Ryan Fisher to Israel to investigate the rules for living on a promised land 
and to search for connections to the consequences of the US civil war. Airs May 5th 
at  
 
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:    Feb 1  
30 minutes 
EPISODE 5 
The Oath – Exploration of Federal Hall and St. Paul’s Chapel 
Investigating the concept that the United States is a promised land, journalist Ryan 
Fisher meets author Timothy Ballard who uncovers that President Washington took 
a solemn oath that he would preside over a new promised land as prophesied in the 
Old Testament. 
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NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:    Feb 8 
30 minutes 
EPISODE 6 
Pilgrims inherit a Promised Land 
The investigation into the founding of the United States continues in Plymouth 
Mass. where Journalist Ryan Fisher investigates the covenants and oaths the 
Pilgrims and Puritans made when arriving on American Shores.  
 
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:    Feb 15 
30 minutes 
EPISODE 7 
―Meeting of two brothers‖ 
Journalist Ryan Fisher meets with scholar Bruce Porter in Plymouth Mass. to 
investigate the prophecies concerning latter day America and how those events 
were set in motion thousands of years ago in ancient Israel. Airs May 26th at 
4:30PM and 6:30PM 
 
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:    Feb 22 
30 minutes 
EPISODE 8 
―For the Lamanites‖ 
Journalist Ryan Fisher investigates statements and teachings from Joseph Smith 
regarding the location of Book of Mormon geography, the missionaries sent to the 
―Lamanites‖  and searches for connections between the lands of the Nephites and 
the United States of America.  
 
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:    Mar 1 
30 minutes 
Episode 9 ―Prophecy of the Pilgrims‖ 
Investigative journalist Ryan Fisher searches for clues from Book of Mormon 
prophecy about the pilgrims that can tell us where the lands of the Nephites are, 
and what that means for Americans today. 
 
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:    Mar 8 
30 minutes 
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NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:    Mar 15   
30 minutes  
EPISODE 10 
―The Last Great Struggle‖ 
Journalist Ryan Fisher investigates the events surrounding the excavation of an 
ancient Nephite Grave by Joseph Smith and others and the incredible revelations 
that followed.  
 
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:    Mar 22 
30 minutes 
EPISODE 11 – ―The collapse of the Nephites‖ 
Exploration of Mound City 
Journalist Ryan Fisher explores the ruins of an ancient city and fort with 
archeologists to search for parallels to the stories and wars found in the Book of 
Mormon.  
 
 
NEPHITE EXPLORER 
Air Date:    Mar 29 
30 minutes 
Episode #14 
Assassins in Zarahemala 
Journalist Ryan Fisher investigates the account in the Book of Mormon recounting 
the rising of the Gadianton robbers among the Nephites and looks for similar 
threats to our liberty today.  
 


