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PUBLIC AFFAIRS RELATED PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS

 Viewpoints --- Sunday mornings, 5:30 AM --- Public affairs news magazine where listeners hear from experts, 
authors and newsmakers in diverse fields, talking about a wide range of topics

Coverage Addressing the Following Issues:
1. Crime/Law Enforcement/Public Issues
2. Health & Healthcare
3. Education
4. Business/Economics
5. Government/Politics
6. Family Issues
7. Recreation & Culture
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8.
9.

Issue Date(s) Aired Duration Time(s) Description of the Segment 
Crime/ Law 
Enforcement
/Public Issues

Apr 8 9:22 5:31 AM A Peek Into the Minds of Real Life Con Men
Synopsis: When you think of a con man, do you picture a charmer, like George Clooney in 
Ocean’s 11? Our guest discusses what con men are like in real life. She takes us through 
some of the most famous cons from the past and the techniques that make us all vulnerable 
to being swindled.
Host:  Gary Price.  Guests: Maria Konnikova, psychologist and author, The Confidence Game: 
Why we fall for it… every time

Crime/ Law 
Enforcement
/Public Issues

Apr 29 9:54 5:43 AM Religion in America's Prisons
Synopsis: Since the beginning of the US prison system, religion has been suggested as a way 
to help rehabilitate criminals. We talk to Tanya Erzen, a professor of religion, about why that 
is and what role prison ministries play in the lives of inmates.
Host:  Marty Peterson. Guests: Tanya Erzen, author of God In Captivity: The Rise of Faith-
Based Prison Ministries in the Age of Mass Incarceration

Health & 
Healthcare

Apr 1 9:56 5:44 AM Practicing Kindness
Synopsis: Often, it can seem like bad news outweighs the good. But one expert says that 
connecting with ourselves and practicing kindness can make it all a lot more bearable.
Host:  Marty Peterson. Guests: Tara Cousineau, clinical psychologist and author, The 
Kindness Cure: How the science of compassion can heal your heart & your world

Health & 
Healthcare

May 27 7:32 5:31 AM Communicating with School-Aged Boys: A Psychologist's Advice
Synopsis: Most parents with adolescent boys at home can tell you all about the difficulties of 
communicating clearly with them. We talk to a clinical psychologist about how to best talk 
with young men and understand their perspective better.
Host:  Marty Peterson. Guests: Dr. Adam Cox, a clinical psychologist and author, Cracking 
the Boy Code: How to understand and talk with boys

Education Apr 15 9:56 5:42 AM The Overblown Importance of What College You Attend
Synopsis: When a high school student isn’t accepted into the college of their dreams it can 
be devastating. But we look at whether college choice really matters as much as we may 
think, and how students can thrive at smaller schools.
Host:  Marty Peterson. Guests: Frank Bruni, columnist for The New York Times, author, 
Where You Go Is Not Who You’ll Be: An antidote to the college admissions mania; Joshua 
Steckel, counselor at a New York high school and co-author, Hold Fast to Dreams

Education June 3 9:42 5:31 AM Is Cursive Still Worth It?
Synopsis: With all of our technology and reliance on computers, many schools are phasing 
out some handwriting lessons. Specifically, schools have stopped teaching cursive. We talk 
to two experts about whether that’s a good idea.
Host:  Gary Price.  Guests: Jan Olsen, occupational therapist, President of Handwriting 
Without Tears; Margaret Shepherd, calligrapher & artist, author of Learn World Calligraphy

Business/
Economics

June 17 10:07 5:31 AM Creating Better Teams
Synopsis: Teamwork is seen as a premium in our culture. We believe that two is better than 
one. But entrepreneur and author Shane Snow says that we often don’t use our groups and 
teams to their fullest potential. He gives us the science behind why, and how we can improve 
our communities.
Host:  Gary Price.  Guests: Shane Snow, entrepreneur and author, Dream Teams: Working 
together without falling apart

Business/
Economics

June 3 9:42 5:31 AM The Fight for Paternity Leave
Synopsis: Bringing a new baby home is exciting... and chaotic. The last thing parents want to 
worry about is their work life. But for many dads, the stigma and financial burdens of trying 
to stay home means they have little time to bond at home. We talk to Josh Levs, a journalist 
who took the fight for paternity leave head-on.
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Issue Date(s) Aired Duration Time(s) Description of the Segment 
Host:  Marty Peterson. Guests: Josh Levs, journalist, father of 3, author of the book, All In: 
How our work-first culture fails dads, families, and businesses – and how we can fix it 
together
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Government/
Politics

April 1 9:22 5:31 AM A Spy in the Civil Rights Movement
Synopsis: Ernest Withers is a famed Civil Rights photographer who took some of the iconic 
photos that propelled the movement to the front pages across America. He was also working 
as a spy inside the movement for the FBI. Author Marc Perrusquia joins the show to tell 
Withers’ story and help us parse through what it all means.
Host:  Gary Price.  Guests: Marc Perrusquia, author, A Spy in Canaan: How the FBI used a 
famous photographer to infiltrate the Civil Rights movement

Government/
Politics

Apr 15 9:22 5:31 AM The Rise of Confrontational Politics
Synopsis: Politicians have always stirred up controversy as a way to get ahead. But no 
politician has ever done it as often, or as successfully as Donald Trump. What is the 
attraction to these high-conflict politicians, and how do they argue their ways to the top?
Host:  Gary Price.  Guests: Bill Eddy, president of the High Conflict Institute and author, 
Trump Bubbles: The dramatic rise and fall of high-conflict politicians; Lauren A. Wright, 
PhD: political scientist and author, On Behalf of the President: Presidential spouses and 
White House communications strategy today

Family Issues May 6 9:58 5:31 AM Parenting A Transgender Child
Synopsis: What should you do if your child tells you they feel they were born as the wrong 
gender? Do you force them to conform to their born gender or do you support their feeling of 
being born into the wrong body? We talk to the parent and the doctor of a transgender child 
to sort through the confusion and discover what science says about gender transitions and 
how one family navigated the issues associated with having a child you suddenly don’t fully 
understand.  
Host:  Gary Price.  Guests: Dr. Michele Angello, therapist and gender specialist; Alisa 
Bowman, journalist, author, mother

Family Issues May 6 9:42 5:43 AM The Ethical Implications of Genetic Screenings on Children
Synopsis: Science enables us to know much more than ever before. We can be aware of what 
disorders we could pass on to our kids and we can conduct screenings on children to 
discover irregularities in their genes. Such screenings can help doctors catch issues early 
but they can also put a huge burden on families.
Host:  Marty Peterson. Guests: Bonnie Rochman, journalist and author of The Gene Machine: 
How genetic technologies are changing the way we have kids—and the kids we have

Recreation & 
Culture

June 17 9:32 5:44 AM The Value of Our Public Libraries
Synopsis: Public libraries have existed for generations and have long been one of our most 
cherished community services. But with budget cuts has come a pinch on library staff and 
technology centers. Our guests discuss the value libraries still bring and why we should 
support these institutions of our citizenry.
Host:  Marty Peterson. Guests: Dr. Timothy Crist, president of the Board of Trustees for The 
Newark Public Library (Newark, NJ); Karin Slaughter, author and founder of Save the 
Libraries

Recreation & 
Culture

June 24 9:19 5:44 AM How Comedy Became King
Synopsis: Comedy is all around us: all over social media, in advertisements, even on church 
signs. Former Jeopardy champion Ken Jennings says that while it can be fun, it does come at 
a cost when jokes are made in arenas where they're inappropriate. We discuss the history 
and impact of jokes on our culture.
Host:  Marty Peterson. Guests: Ken Jennings, former Jeopardy champion and author, Planet 
Funny


