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PUBLIC AFFAIRS RELATED PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS

 Viewpoints --- Sunday mornings, 5:30 AM --- Public affairs news magazine where listeners hear from experts, 
authors and newsmakers in diverse fields, talking about a wide range of topics

Coverage Addressing the Following Issues:
1. Crime/Law Enforcement/Public Issues
2. Health & Healthcare
3. Education
4. Business/Economics
5. Government/Politics
6. Family/Personal Issues
7. Recreation & Culture
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Issue Date(s) Aired Duration Time(s) Description of the Segment 
Crime/ Law 
Enforcement
/Public 
Issues

July 22 8:29 5:32 The Italian Mothers Who Stood Up to the Mafia --- Most of us have heard of the Cosa Nostra, but there’s 
another powerful mafia in Italy: the ‘Ndrangheta. We talk to an expert about this lesser-known mafia and 
the brave mothers who stood up to the crime organization.

Crime/ Law 
Enforcement
/Public 
Issues

Sept 16 9:05 5:43 The Sex Offender Reintegration Crisis --- Sexual offenders have to live by a very particular set of rules. 
They can’t live near playgrounds, they’re on a registry for life. These rules exist to make everyone safer. 
But they also can limit a reformed criminal’s ability to reintegrate into everyday life and be productive 
members of society.

Health & 
Healthcare

Sept 16 9:48 5:32 Learning Happiness --- With social media streams dominating our time, sometimes our self-esteem can 
plummet. We talk to two experts on what we can do to get in touch with ourselves and learn to have a 
happier, more positive disposition throughout our lives.

Health & 
Healthcare

Sept 2 10:36 5:43 How One Couple Confronted a Mental Health Crisis --- One morning without warning, Giulia Lukach 
experienced a psychotic break. We talk to her husband Mark about Gulia’s journey, his own experience as 
a caregiver, and how they overcame three stints in a psych ward.

Education July 8 10:12 5:32 American Illiteracy --- America is facing a literacy problem: according to surveys, fewer than 50% of 
American schoolchildren are highly proficient readers. We talk to several experts who suggest that we may 
simply be teaching the skill incorrectly.

Education July 15 8:58 5:42 Breaking Down the Pesky English Language --- The English language can be hard to spell since it often 
follows conflicting rules. We trace the origins of this tricky language, and explain how these difficulties 
came to be.

Business/
Economics

Sept 23 10:02 5:43 Losing It All: The Collapse of Stroh Brewing Company --- Frances Stroh grew up in the family that owned 
America’s third biggest brewer, Stroh Brewing Company. As she aged into adulthood, she watched as both 
the brewery and her family life fell apart. She talks about the struggles the company faced, how her family 
dealt with it, and when a legacy can become a burden.

Business/
Economics

Aug 12 11:18 5:43 Overcoming The Fear of Speaking in Public --- We’ve all been in the position at some time in another 
where we have to give a presentation at school or at work, and often times, it can make us incredibly 
nervous. We discuss this fear and tips for overcoming it and delivering the best speech possible.
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Government/
Politics

Sept 2 9:01 5:32 The Use of Polygraph Machines --- We have all heard of polygraph machines or ‘lie detectors.’ But are 
they truly reliable? Their results are inadmissible in court and yet some investigation agencies still use 
them. We talk to historian and author John Philipp Baesler about the polygraph’s history and its 
questionable use in our modern world.

Government/
Politics

Sept 23 9:06 5:32 The Uncertain Future of Cash ---  As technology evolves, more and more of us are relying on credit 
cards, debit cards and even apps like Venmo or Zelle to make payments. Gone are the days of 
physically cashing your check, now almost all of us use all direct-deposit. So what is the future of cash? 
We talk to one expert who lays out some of the nefarious uses of bills and coins.

Family/Personal 
Issues

July 15 8:29 5:32 Appreciating the Introvert --- When you’re at a party, you may notice how people are always drawn to the 
extroverts. But what about the introverts? We talk to experts about the qualities that make more 
introverted people great, too.

Family/Personal 
Issues

Sept 9 8:42 5:32 Privacy Online --- Thanks to online shopping, internet banks and social media, our information has never 
been more vulnerable to theft. We explore what exactly is in all of those privacy agreements we often 
agree to without reading, and how we can try to reclaim our privacy in a digital world.

Recreation & 
Culture

July 1 8:35 5:32 Maximizing Your Experience Traveling Internationally ---  Many of us have spent years dreaming of 
traveling the globe… but what should we do when we book the trip and are preparing to make the dream 
a reality? Journalist and author Andrew Soloman gives tips on how to get the most out of your trips, from 
embracing new cultures to establishing better connections.

Recreation & 
Culture

Sept 30 9:06 5:32 Hank Green on The Internet, Fame, and Our Reaction Culture --- Hank Green has a massive internet 
presence as a podcaster, vlogger, tweeter, and more. Now, he’s become an author. His new book, An 
Absolutely Remarkable Thing, deals with internet fame and our reactionary culture head-on. He joins the 
show to discuss these issues, and whether is the internet is good.


