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Issue 1: In the Permian Baisn we're seeing the coronavrius pandemic continue to affect everyday life. These stories look at how elected officials have responded and how residents are being directly impacted. 

7/7/2020
Midland Mayor Patrick Payton Opposes Gov. Abbott's 
Mask Mandate

6:04 AM; 8:04 AM; 3:
18 PM 0:00:52

Despite breaking nearly 1,000 coronavirs cases in Midland -- the vast majority of them diagnosed in the past 
month -- Mayor Patrick Payton continues to condemn Governor Gregg Abbott’s mask mandate.

7/9/2020 Abbott Suspends Elective Surgeries in West Texas 6:04 AM; 8:04 AM 0:00:57

Since Texas began reopening its economy in early May, the number COVID-19 cases has steadily grown — 
including in the Midland - Odessa area. In about a month, the region went from having a few hundred COVID-19 
cases to over 2,100. Now, Governor Greg Abbott is suspending all elective surgeries in West Texas

7/9/2020 Midland Memorial Opens a Second Test Site 6:04 AM; 8:04 AM 0:00:30

Midland Memorial Hospital is opening an additional testing site on the southeast side of Midland. The new drive-
through site located at the Coleman Clinic will have access to new equipment that will allow rapid COVID-19 
tests to be administered.

7/21/2020 State Cuts Off Rapid Test Supply in Midland 6:04 AM; 8:04 AM 0:00:43
The state is now cutting off Midland Memorial’s supply to rapid coronavirus tests at the Coleman Clinic site. The 
hospital’s second site opened just over a week ago. 

7/21/2020 Coronavirus Cases in Andrews Rise 6:04 AM; 8:04 AM 0:00:23
Andrews, a small community in the Permian Basin, is seeing an uptick in coronavirus cases. Permian Basin 
health officials are now considering Andrews to be a hot spot in the region.

8/20/20
For Weeks Midland Nursing Home And Health 
Department Kept Quiet About Coronavirus Outbreak 7:04 AM 0:00:39 The City of Midland has identified a new cluster of COVID-19 cases at the Ashton Medical Lodge nursing home.

9/4/20 Midland Nursing Home Outbreak Grows 6:04 AM; 8:04 AM 0:00:46
A coronavirus outbreak at a Midland nursing home has now infected over 100 residents and staff. Since the virus 
started to spread at the facility last month, almost 20 patients have died.

9/9/20
Update: Ashton Medical Lodge Outbreak Reaches 100 
Coronavirus Cases 6:45 AM; 8:45 AM 0:05:28

Over the last month, a Midland nursing home has transformed into a coronavirus hot spot, resulting in dozens of 
infections and leading to the death of almost 20 people.The outbreak at Ashton Medical Lodge is reminiscent of 
the city’s first major coronavirus outbreak in April at Midland Medical Lodge, another longterm care facility 
operated by the same company that owns Ashton Medical Lodge.th MPR’s Permian Basin Reporter Mitch 
Borden about it. Here’s their conversation.

7/16/2020
Owner Of BBQ Joint In The Oil Patch Says He’s Hanging 
On 6:45 AM; 8:45 AM 5:35:00

The Permian Basin has been feeling the impact of low oil prices as the coronavirus pandemic persists. Recently, 
prices have stabilized around $40, compared to last year when the average price of a barrel was in the upper 
50s. The hit energy companies have taken has trickled down to smaller businesses that have relied on workers 
from the oil patch. Marfa Public Radio’s Mitch Borden spoke to Israel Campos of Pody’s BBQ in Pecos to see 
how his business is doing.

Issue 2: Far West Texas is an area largely dependent on a tourism economy. With the pandemic resulting in closures across the area, how have people been directly affected and what's next for the region?

7/1/2020
Amid Growing Coronvirus Cases, Big Bend National Park 
Closes For The Second Time

03:04 p.m., 05:04 p.
m. 0:45:00

A Month after gradutally reopenning  Big Bend National Park, officials havce decided to close until further notice, 
as a resident within the park's community has tested positive for the coronavirus, according to park management. 

7/17/2020
BBNP Might Remain Closed After Employee Tests 
Positive for COVID-19 

06:04 a.m., 8:04 a.m., 
03:04 p.m., 05:04 p.
m. 0:00:45

It’s been a tumultuous spring and summer for Big Bend National Park, as the COVID-19 pandemic upends what 
was expected to be a year of record-breaking visitor numbers. Now, just as the park was planning to reopen for a 
second time, a possible new virus case within the park community threatens to prolong the shutdown.

7/20/2020
Marfa Hairstylist Says It's Been A Struggle to Pay The 
Bills 6:45 AM; 8:45 AM 0:08:25

MPR is collecting listener experiences and questions during the coronavirus pandemic. As part of that, the 
station spoke to a Marfa Hairstylist who says the pandemic has taken a financial toll. 

7/23/20
Big Bend National Park Remains Closed As Another 
Employee Tests Positive'

06:04 a.m., 8:04 a.m., 
03:04 p.m., 05:04 p.
m. 0:00:45

A newly confirmed case of coronavirus at Big Bend National Park has halted any plans for reopening for the time 
being.

08/05/20
After COVID Recover, Big Bend National Park Will 
Reopen Friday 6:04am, 8:04am 0:00:35

Big Bend National Park will partially reopen this week now that an employee who had previously been diagnosed 
with the coronavirus has recovered.

08/27/2020
After 5 Months, McDonald Observatory To Partially 
Reopen To The Public

6:35 AM, 8:35 AM, 4:
20 PM 0:35:00

After closing for nearly five months out of precaution over the coronavirus, the McDonald Observatory is now set 
to reopen “in a limited fashion.”

9/4/2020
With Little To No Tourism, What Lies Ahead For Big 
Bend Communities? 6:45 AM; 8:45 AM 0:03:58

The pandemic has taken a major toll on the tourism economy in West Texas. The region is home of course to 
Big Bend National park as well as several popular state parks. But many of the area’s attractions like museums, 
AND businesses have limited their hours or closed altogether.

9/29/2020
Big Bend National Park Moves Into Next Phrase of 
Reopening 6:04 AM; 8:04 AM 0:00:32

After partially reopening in August, Big Bend National park officials are moving forward with their next stage of 
reopening, allowing backcountry camping and giving visitors access to nearly all trails.

Issue 3:  As the start of the school year nears, schools throughout West Texas are figuring out how they'll procede with the new year, and some are beginning to see cases of cornavirus among students, staff and educators. 

7/20/2020
With New Guidance From The State, Marfa ISD Weighs 
Options as School Year Looms

6:45 am, 8:45 am, 3:
45 pm 5:21:00

With the start of the school year only weeks away, parents with children at Marfa Independent School District are 
eying the fall with trepidation as administrators struggle to navigate the latest guidance from the state.

7/22/2020
Ector County ISD Unveils Plans For Upcoming School 
Year 6:04 AM; 8:04 AM 0:00:45 Education officials in Odessa unveiled their tentative plans on how to educate students this week.



7/24/2020
Ector County ISD Prepares For New Year Be Providing 
Internet and Devices to Students 6:04 AM; 8:04 AM 0:00:37

Ector County ISD has pledged to provide internet and devices needed to access virtual lessons for students in 
need. The move will make the district more prepared if the district is forced to go fully remote once again.

07/29/20
Across West Texas, School Districts Chart Differing 
Paths Toward Reopening

6:35 AM, 8:35 AM, 4:
20 PM 8:50:00

With the beginning of the academic year just around the corner, schools across Texas are preparing for a year 
like no other in recent memory.

8/4/20 Midland ISD Delays In Person Instruction 6:04am, 8:04am 0:00:35

Midland students will not be returning to the classroom on their first day of school. Superintendent Orlando 
Riddick announced Monday that the coronavirus is spreading too quickly through the community for a safe return 
by August 19th, Midland’s first day of school.

8/7/20 Ector County Changes Reopenign Plans 6:04am, 8:04am 0:00:40

In Odessa, about 1 in 5 people who get tested for the coronavirus turn up positive. And as the school year 
approaches, officials say that number is too high for a safe return to the classroom for the full student 
population....And that’s forcing Ector County Independent School district to pull back on their reopening plans.

8/10/20
Here’s How The Start Of The School Year Will Look Like 
In Midland-Odessa

6:04 AM; 8:04 AM; 4:
32 1:00:00

Students, parents, and teachers are all preparing for the 2020-2021 school year as the first day of class quickly 
approaches. Whether class will be held in person, online, or a mix of the two depends on the spread of the 
coronavirus and the options being offered to parents by school districts. Here’s a quick rundown of what the 
beginning of the school year will look like for students in Midland and Ector County:

8/13/20 Ector County ISD Teachers Test Positive 6:04am, 8:04am 0:00:50

Beginning this week, Ector County Independent School District is welcoming students back to its campuses for 
the first day of classes. But as Marfa Public Radio’s Mitch Borden reports, the district is already seeing educators 
test positive for the coronavirus.

8/14/20
Ector County ISD Staff Test Positive For COVID-19 Days 
Before Classes Start 6:04am, 8:04am 0:00:39

The Ector County Independent School District welcomed back students for the first day of classes on 
Wednesday. But the Odessa school district had already seen educators test positive for the coronavirus in the 
days leading up to the start of school.

09/22/2020
Possible COVID-19 Exposure Sends Alpine High School 
Classes Online

06:04 a.m., 8:04 a.m., 
03:04 p.m., 05:04 p.
m. 0:35:00

Alpine High School is moving to remote learning for two weeks after students may have been exposed to a 
person with COVID-19.

Issue 4: The limited healthcare resources in West Texas have complicated local responses to the pandemic, from minimal testing to residents needing to be transported out of the region to get medical treatment for COVID-19. 
These stories look at how that limited medical infastructure -- and residents themselves -- have been challenged by the pandemic. 

07/02/20
Medical Center Hospital Temporarily Halts Patient 
Transfers

6:04 AM; 8:04 AM; 3:
18 PM 0:00:48

For weeks, Medical Center Hospital in Odessa has taken in coronavirus patients from Crane, Monahans, and 
Alpine when their hospitals couldn’t provide the higher-level care they needed. But that’s coming to an end for 
now, with Medical Center Hospital is temporarily barring all out of county patient transfers.

7/3/2020
Midland Memorial Hospital Staffers Must Quarantine 
After Exposure to Patients

6:04 AM; 8:04 AM; 3:
18 PM 0:00:41

Hospitalizations across the Permian Basin are increasing as coronavirus cases continue to grow. The COVID-19 
patients are impacting on the city’s limited pool of healthcare workers who now have to quarantine because of 
exposure.

7/7/2020
Odessa Regional Medical Center Faces Tough Decisions 
As More Patients Fill The COVID-19 Ward

6:30:00 AM; 8:30:00 
AM; 4:31:00 PM 0:00:52

As coronavirus cases rise in the Midland-Odessa area, local hospitals are facing difficult decisions -- ranging 
from what patients to accept to which patients should receive antiviral medicine that's in short supply.

7/13/2020 Permian Hospitals Face Staffing Shortages 6:04 AM; 8:04 AM 0:00:45

In the Permian Basin, coronavirus cases are continuing to rise and hospitals are struggling to keep up. There are 
enough beds for COVID-19 patients for now, but the main problem for the three hospitals in Midland and 
Odessa… staffing shortages.

7/13/2020
Medical Center Hospital in Odessa Asks Retired 
Healthcare Professionals to Help 6:04 AM; 8:04 AM 0:00:41

Medical Center Hospital in Odessa is struggling to keep up with an increase in critical COVID-19 patients and is 
asking retired healthcare professionals to help out.

07/15/2020
Morale Low and Midland Memorial Hospital With Growing 
Criticism 6:04 AM; 8:04 AM 0:00:57

Local hospital officials say employees are facing growing criticism from Midlanders, which is having a negative 
impact on healthcare workers' morale.

7/17/2020 Employee Death At Medical Center Hospital 6:04 AM; 8:04 AM 0:00:33
Medical Center Hospital in Odessa is reporting one of its own employees has died from complications due to 
COVID-19.

07/31/20 Presidio Officials Confirm County’s First COVID-19 Death

06:04 a.m., 8:04 a.m., 
03:04 p.m., 05:04 p.
m. 0:45:00

A 91-year-old man from the City of Presidio has died from the coronavirus while receiving treatment at Medical 
Center Hospital in Odessa.

08/13/2020
Sparse COVID Testing In The Big Bend Has The Region’
s Only Hospital Considering Holding Drive-Thru Testing

6:35 AM, 8:35 AM, 4:
20 PM 0:45:00

With infrequent screening for the coronavirus in the Big Bend area, officials are attempting to gather testing 
supplies and the region’s lone hospital may soon set up weekly testing for residents showing symptoms 
associated with the virus.

09/29/2020
After Nearly A Month, Mobile Testing Returns To The Big 
Bend Region

06:04 a.m., 8:04 a.m., 
03:04 p.m., 05:04 p.
m. 0:45:00

For the first time in over a month, public testing for the coronavirus will return to the Big Bend region. The Texas 
Department of Emergency Management will hold two drive-thru style testing sites — in Marfa, Presidio and 
Alpine.

Issue 5: Presidio County is home to some of the hardest to count populations when it comes to the U.S. Census -- and the pandmeic has made efforts at an accurate count even harder. These stories explore how we're seeing the 
once-every-decade count unfold in the area.

7/16/2020
Census Continues Struggle With Low Response Rates 
Across Far West Texas 6:04 am, 8:04am 0:48:00

Most of Far West Texas continues to lag well behind the rest of the state in responding to the US Census — the 
once-per-decade headcount that determines political representation and guides the flow of government funding.



8/12/2020
Shortened Census Threatens To Overlook Border 
Communities

6:04 am, 8:04am; 4:
32 0:01:22

The Trump Administration’s abrupt decision to cut short the U-S Census by a month is having an immediate 
impact on border communities in Texas, from the Big Bend to the Rio Grande Valley. Organizations involved in 
promoting Census participation say historically undercounted communities will yet again be underrepresented in 
the national headcount, with long-ranging impacts.

9/18/2020
With Little Time Left, Presidio County Has One Of The 
Lowest Census Response Rates in The State

6:45 AM; 8:45 AM, 4:
45 PM 5:40:00

In one of the hardest-to-count corners of Texas, advocates pushing Census participation are running out of time. 
Local officials are hoping to double the number of people in Presidio County who’ve been counted since March in 
less than two weeks. But mixed messages from the federal government—and coronavirus restrictions— have 
made it even harder for Census workers to get an accurate count. 

Issue 6: In Midland, a months-long effort to rename Robert E. Lee High School has stirred up debate. Supporters of the change say the school shouldn't honor a Confederate solider who upheld the institution of slavery, while 
others say changing the name would erase the school's legacy. 

7/19/20
After 59 years, Midland ISD Agrees To Change The 
Name Of Robert E. Lee High 6:45 AM; 8:45 AM 4:11:00

Midland’s Robert E. Lee High School is getting a new name -- and not everyone is happy about that. A group of 
Lee High alumni turned out over the weekend to show their support for the school’s name -- and they are 
promising to put up a fight. So, what happens now? Marfa Public Radio’s Permian Basin Reporter Mitch Borden 
breaks down the details. 

08/07/2020
As Debate Over Rober E. Lee High School Continues, 
Midland ISD Forms Committee To Rename It 6:04 AM; 8:04 AM 0:38:00

Midland Independent School District’s board of trustees Thursday night moved forward with the criteria for 
renaming Robert E. Lee High School and appointed several representatives to the panel charged with the task.

09/10/2020
Committee Selects Top Names To Replace Robert E. 
Lee High School 6:04 AM; 8:04 AM 0:00:46

Tonight, the committee tasked with selecting a new name for Midland’s Robert E. Lee High School will decide its 
top choices to present to school officials.

09/24/2020
Renaming Committee Is Set To Finalize Its Proposals To 
Replace Robert E. Lee High School 6:45 AM; 8:45 AM 0:05:45

Tonight, the fight over changing the name of Midland’s Robert E. Lee High School continues….as the committee 
charged with renaming the school meets for the sixth time. After voting on its top choice last week, the 23 
member panel will NOW decide which mascots, colors, and nicknames will be presented to Midland ISD’s school 
board. (x)

ISSUE 7: The Big Bend region is full of natural and historic wonders -- the desert landscape and roaming wildlife. The area's deep history is worth of exploring. These stories look at the natural wonders of Far West Texas.

07/09/2020
NATURE NOTES: In West Texas, Summer Brings the 
Tarantula “Swarm” 7:45 AM, 4:45 PM 5:00:00

Call it “the running of the tarantulas,” the tarantula “surge.” There’s apt to be an afternoon in early summer when the roads 
here swarm with the big spiders.

07/23/2020
NATURE NOTES: With GIS, and Painstaking Fieldwork, 
Archeologists Decipher Ancient Desert Trails 7:45 AM, 4:45 PM 5:00:00

Painted pottery, stone tools, rock art on cave walls – these are what come to mind when we think of artifacts of our region’s 
deep human past. But in the study of prehistory here, one of the most exciting recent finds has come in a subtler guise.

07/30/2020
NATURE NOTES: Desert Vampires: Ectoparasites in West 
Texas 7:45 AM, 4:45 PM 5:00:00

They’re a maligned group of creatures, and not entirely without reason. Ticks, fleas, lice and chigger mites fasten 
themselves to a host to feed – on blood, or, in some cases, dead skin, hair or feathers. In the process, they can be an 
irritant, and worse: they’re second only to mosquitoes as vectors of disease.

08/06/2020
NATURE NOTES: From West Texas to Australia, Probing the 
Mysteries of “Gypsophilic” Plants 7:45 AM, 4:45 PM 5:00:00

The white sands of the Chihuahuan Desert – which, in the U.S., are found at their namesake national park in New Mexico, 
and near the Guadalupe Mountains – are rightfully described as “otherworldly.” The gypsum dunes are luminous, hypnotic. 
But there’s something else that makes these places a “world apart”: hundreds of plant species found nowhere else.

08/20/2020
NATURE NOTES: The Rio Grande Rift: A Tectonic Reality 
Shaping Landscapes and Life in West Texa 7:45 AM, 4:45 PM 5:00:00

It’s a definition that could have been inspired by the beauty of the American West – Trans-Pecos Texas included. 
Encountering a landscape of soaring mountains and vertiginous vistas, we sense powerful forces beyond our ken or control.  
One of those forces is known as the Rio Grande Rift. From Colorado to the Big Bend, the continent is being torn apart. 
Though it provides the route for its namesake river, the Rift itself is far more ancient. Geologists are still laboring to 
understand this continent-shaping phenomenon.

08/27/2020 Big Bend National Park Could Soon Expand By 3,500 Acres 6:04 AM; 8:04 AM 0:45:00

The wide-open expanses of Big Bend National Park could grow slightly more if a small Far West Texas ranch is absorbed 
into the park’s boundaries. A donation of a few thousand acres in South Terlingua could soon be added to the park’s limits, 
which currently stretches over 800,000 acres of brushy Chihuahuan Desert. But before that can happen, the land acquisition 
would first require federal legislation to amend the boundaries of the park. 

09/03/2020 NATURE NOTES: Biocrusts: A Hidden World at Our Feet 7:45 AM, 4:45 PM 5:00:00
Its appearance can be intimidating, but West Texas is anything but lifeless. Indeed, this land sustains diverse habitats and 
ecosystems. Yet there’s one ecosystem here that even seasoned desert explorers are often unaware of.

09/10/2020
NATURE NOTES: The Making of the “Great River”: the Epic 
Story of the Rio Grande 7:45 AM, 4:45 PM 5:00:00

It’s the lifeline of the Southwest. The Rio Grande flows for almost 2,000 miles, from the snowy San Juan Mountains to 
subtropical plains and the Gulf of Mexico. Yet most of its journey is through the desert, and its impact here is immense. 
Many communities wouldn’t exist without it. Wildlife relies upon it. And in the canyons of the Big Bend, it’s created some of 
the most spectacular landscapes in Texas.  

09/11/2020 Quiet/Loud: Big Bend National Park 6:45 AM; 8:45 AM 0:05:19
First installment of Quiet/Loud, taking us to Big Bend National Park, which has seen human sounds decrease during the 
pandemic while the sounds of nature are clearer than ever. 

09/11/20
Marfa’s Blackwell School On Path To Becoming National 
Historic Site 6:04 AM; 8:04 AM 0:30:00

The adobe walls of Marfa’s Blackwell School once provided the only classrooms for young Mexican-American students in 
this pocket of rural West Texas. Now, the century-old building could become a national landmark, preserving students’ 
legacies and teaching future generations the history of segregation along the Texas-Mexico border.

09/24/20
NATURE NOTES: Exploring Nature Near at Hand, with 
“Parking Lot Birding 7:45 AM, 4:45 PM 5:00:00

It’s in this spirit of discovering nature near-at-hand that Jennifer Bristol wrote “Parking Lot Birding: A Fun Guide to 
Discovering Birds in Texas.” The new book, from Texas A&M Press, celebrates the accessibility of thrilling encounters with 
nature. It’s especially timely right now, when birds are making their fall migrations.


