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ISSUE 1: The Big Bend region is full of natural wonders -- the desert landscape, roaming wildlife and deep history about the area. These are in danger because the region has become so 
popular. How can Marfa -- and West Texas -- conserve and create awareness about the land, wildlife, culture, and history for newcomers and future generations?

01/09/20
Looking at How Climate Change Will Transform the West 

Texas Landscape 7:45:00 am; 4:45:00 pm 0:05:00

The impacts of climate change on West Texas are known. Average 
temperatures will rise at least 4 degrees by 2050 – and, if global emissions 
continue apace, 8 degrees by the end of the century. Annual rainfall will 
likely decline, and droughts become more frequent and intense.

The effects on animals and plants, on the landscape itself, are certain to be 
profound. But predicting those effects is no simple matter. 

01/09/20
Brad Kelly's 420,000 Acre Ranch is For Sale in Brewster 

County
6:04 AM; 8:04 AM; 3:18 

PM 0:01:21

What may be the largest contiguous ranch currently for sale in the U.S. is 
on the market in Far West Texas. The property, a topographically diverse 
expanse of land located south of the town of Marathon, clocks in at more 

than 420,000 acres. 

1/16/2020
Discovering an Ancient West Texas Treasure at Alibates 

Flint Quarries National Monument 7:45:00 am; 4:45:00 pm 0:05:00

Like Caprock and Palo Duro canyons, the Canadian River Valley is such a 
place. Here, north of Amarillo, the Llano Estacado breaks into mesas and 

canyons – deep red: the vitals of the Texas earth exposed. In these breaks, 
the region’s first people found a unique resource – one that would be 

quarried, and traded, for millennia. Alibates Flint Quarries National 
Monument tells that story.

1/21/2020
Study Considers Impacts Climate Change Might Have On 

Water Source In Big Bend National Park
6:30:00 AM; 8:30:00 

AM; 4:31:00 PM 0:01:42

Officials at Big Bend National Park are weighing the impacts climate change 
could have on the sole source of water for the Chisos Basin lodge and 

camping area — one of the most popular visitor destinations within the 
expansive desert park

1/23/2020
At Muleshoe Refuge, Sandhill Cranes Are the Sound of a 

Prairie Sanctuary 7:45:00 am; 4:45:00 pm 0:05:00

A half million sandhill cranes migrate via West Texas each year, some from 
as far as Siberia. They’re lesser sandhill cranes, but “lesser” is relative: they’

re 4-feet-high at the shoulder, with wingspans of up to 8 feet. Fifteen 
percent winter at one place – near the geographic center of the Llano 
Estacado. Muleshoe National Wildlife Refuge is Texas’ oldest wildlife 

refuge. Created by President Franklin Roosevelt in 1935, it remains a vital 
sanctuary not only for cranes and other waterfowl – but for the full 

spectrum of prairie life.

1/30/2020
Davis Mountains Sightings Bring Home a Wild Reality: 

West Texas is Once Again Bear Country 7:45:00 am; 4:45:00 pm 0:05:00

There’s nothing like the presence of an apex predator – an animal that 
could make a meal of you – to focus the attention. Davis Mountains 

residents had that experience in 2018 and 2019, when, for several months, 
black bear sightings became a regular occurrence. It brings home a wild 

West Texas reality. Black bears had been exterminated here by the 1960s. 
Now, this is once again bear country.



02/06/2020
The Rio Grande Beaver: A Water-Lover at Home in West 

Texas 7:45:00 am; 4:45:00 pm 0:05:00

The Rio Grande beaver is uniquely adapted to its this region. Several years 
ago, scientists surveyed beaver in Big Bend. They found that these water-

loving mammals are holding their own.

3/4/2020
Balmorhea State Park Closure Extended To Summer, As 

Widespread Repairs Continue
6:04 AM; 8:04 AM; 3:18 

PM 0:00:45

It’s been 6 months since Balmorhea State Park first closed to fix extensive 
maintenance problems across the entire 42-acre park—and those repairs 

will now keep the West Texas park closed at least until the summer.
Issue 2:  Local elections throughout West Texas have been controversial and seen political newcomers enter the fray. What happens during this period will influence the region for years to 

come. Coverage is meant to educate the public about these issues in the cities of Marfa, Odessa, Midland, Alpine, Marathon, Presidio, and nearby towns.

1/10/2020
Judge Orders All Outstanding Votes in Midland ISD's 

Bond Election to be Counted
6:30:00 AM; 8:30:00 

AM; 4:31:00 PM 0:01:30

The outcome of Midland Independent School District’s $569 million bond is 
still up in the air after bungled election results and a box of missing ballots 
threw the fate of the initiative to build more schools into chaos.  multiple 
election contests were filed, a judge has ordered that the 800+ missing 

ballots, which were found in a stray box in December, be tallied. This could 
finally reveal whether the multi-million dollar bond passed or failed.

1/13/2020
Midland's New Mayor And City Councilmembers 

Officially Are Sworn Into Their New Positions 7:45:00 am; 4:45:00 pm 0:00:45

In Midland, a changing of the guard: Three new city leaders assumed their 
new roles Monday during a swearing-in ceremony. Midland now has a new 

Mayor and two new city councilmembers.

1/17/2020
After Election Roller Coaster, Midland ISD's $569M Bond 

Fails
6:30:00 AM; 8:30:00 

AM; 4:31:00 PM 0:01:30

Inside the Midland County Annex, volunteers huddled around two small 
tables to count hundreds of votes found in a missing ballot box with from 

the Nov. 5 Midland Independent School District election. By the end of 
Friday’s two-hour count, it was finally clear: the district’s $569 million bond 

initiative failed by 26 votes — 11,826 against and 11,800 in favor.

1/27/2020
In Latest Turning Point, Judge Declares Midland ISD’s 

$569 Million Bond Failed
6:30:00 AM; 8:30:00 

AM; 4:31:00 PM 0:02:35

Midland Independent School District’s $569 million bond initiative, which 
would have built two new high schools, has officially failed. After nearly 

three months — filled with voter distrust, election results flipping multiple 
times, a hand recount, and an election challenge  — a judge has signed an 

order, filed late last week, declaring the bond failed.

2/25/2020
For The First Time Since 2013, HD74 Will Have A New 

Representative. Here Are The Candidates.
6:30:00 AM; 8:30:00 

AM; 4:31:00 PM 0:15:54

Texas House District 74 covers a massive chunk of South and West Texas, 
including 12 counties bordering Mexico and spanning two time zones. The 

western limit of the district stops just short of El Paso and its eastern 
boundary is at the edge of Maverick County, including the city of Eagle 

Pass. 5 candidates have entered the race for HD 74

2/26/2020
The Permian Basin’s Congressional Race Heats Up As 

March Approaches
6:04 AM; 8:04 AM; 3:18 

PM 0:00:45

Ten candidates have stepped forward to compete for the GOP slot this 
election. CD11 has been reliably red — meaning this primary is the true 

contest to determine who will serve the Permian Basin in the U.S. House of 
Representatives.

2/27/2020
Democrats Gear Up To Take Back The Texas Senate 

District 19
6:30:00 AM; 8:30:00 

AM; 4:31:00 PM 0:13:40

State Senate District 19 covers a large swath of West Texas — it spans 17 
counties, from Pecos down to Brewster and stretching all the way to San 
Antonio. For over 100 years, Texas Democrats controlled the district, but 

that came to a sudden end last year. Now, less than two years later, 
Democrats are organizing to take back the Senate seat back from 

Republican control.



2/28/2020
With Rep. Will Hurd Retiring From Congress, CD23 Is Up 

For Grabs And Both Parties Are Looking To Take It
6:30:00 AM; 8:30:00 

AM; 4:31:00 PM 0:26:28

When Congressman Will Hurd announced his retirement last year, it set off 
a frenzy. The outgoing Republican represents Texas’ Congressional District 

23, a swing district covering 29 counties in West and South Texas. The open 
race has drawn some 15 Republicans and Democrats this primary who are 

hoping to get their party’s nomination.

Issue 3: How can Marfa - and the wider West Texas region - go forward if it does not know where it's been? Marfa, Odessa, and their neighbors need to know more about their history, 
politics, unique culture and achievements. These stories inform and promote an appreciation of these unique aspects of Marfa and the surrounding region’s local culture, history, politics, and 

achievements.  I think I might lose this whole section                    

1/29/2020
In West Texas, Knowing Your Address Can Be The 

Difference Between Life And Death
6:45:00 AM; 8:45:00 

AM; 4:45:00 PM 0:07:01

If you find yourself in need of a trip to the emergency room in the West 
Texas border town of Presidio, the odds may be stacked against you. Low 
on resources and manpower, the local emergency medical services crew—

responsible for roughly 1,500 square miles of the county—can operate only 
one of their two ambulances at a time. From city limits, it’s a 90-mile drive 
to the closest U.S. hospital. A trip from one of the outlying communities, 

like Candelaria or Ruidosa, can run you close to three hours —barring 
interference from loose cattle, or a rain-flooded creek running into the 

road.

1/30/2020 West Texas Talk: The Healthcare Crisis in Rural TX
6:00 pm Thursday; 9:00 

am Friday 0:25:00

Over the last several decades, access to healthcare for rural Texans has 
become fewer and farther between. Dwindling patient loads and low 

reimbursement rates from Medicaid and Medicare have taken their toll on 
practices and hospitals. That’s led to closures across the state, forcing 
residents of far-flung places to travel further for adequate healthcare. 

Diana Nguyen talks to Christopher Collins and Sally Beauvais about why this 
is happening and what can be done about the problem.

02/03/2020 Texans in Tune: Dragos Ilie 11:00:00 AM 0:30:35

In this segment, host Nick Hurt speaks with guitarist Dragos Ilie. Hurt and 
Ilie talk about teachers as apostles of the classical guitar and how an injury 
can become a means to deepen one’s understanding and appreciation of 

music.

2/3/2020
In Presidio, Locals Weigh Risks and Rewards Of 

Transmigrante Traffic
6:45:00 AM; 8:45:00 

AM; 4:45:00 PM 0:04:55

For years, the Mexican government’s funneled transmigrantes -- travelers 
from Central America, hoping to give unwanted goods a second life back 
home -- through a small border town in the Rio Grande Valley. But now, 

there’s speculation Mexico’s considering moving some of that traffic west 
to Presidio.

02/10/2020 On Feb. 14, A Letter From Valentine, Texas with Love
6:45:00 AM; 8:45:00 

AM; 4:45:00 PM 4:11:00

Each February, the post office receives love letters from around the world, 
from starry-eyed sweethearts looking to get their messages marked with a 
special stamp before being sent off to their final destination. The roughly 

30-year tradition showcases designs by local students. Each year, the 
handful of students attending Valentine Independent School District 

compete to have their design selected for that year’s cancellation stamp. 
This year, ninth grader Erick Ramirez drew the winning design: a Gambel’s 

quail, a common sight in the West Texas desert.



3/25/2020 25 Years After Her Death, Selena’s Legacy Dreams On
6:45:00 AM; 8:45:00 

AM; 4:45:00 PM 0:08:48

The cultural influence of the late Selena Quintanilla Perez has only grown 
since her untimely death twenty-five years ago. Cat Cardenas of Texas 

Monthly spoke to Marfa Public Radio about the life and legacy of Selena.
Issue 4: When the coronavirus pandemic reached the United States, healthcare officials across West Texas worked to inform residents on how to stay safe. Meanwhile, state and local 
governments enacted policies to keep the virus at bay. These stories inform Marfa Public Radio's audience about the impact of the coronavirus locally, and about changing policies in their 
cities and counties. 

03/06/2020 Preparing For Coronavirus in the Big Bend
6:34:00 AM; 8:34:00 

AM; 4:34:00 PM 19:59:00

In West Texas, healthcare professionals are preparing the for possiblity of 
spread. Big Bend Regional Medical Center in Alpine has created a task force 

that is working to stay up-to-date with the latest data on coronavirus, as 
well as updated practices for screening and triage. 

03/06/2020 Preparing For Coronavirus in the Permian Basin
6:45:00 AM; 8:45:00 

AM; 4:45:00 PM 0:05:37

In Midland, rather than planning for the worst, officials are leaving that 
stage for later while local governmental institutions work to spread basic 

information to prevent or mitigate a major outbreak in the Midland-Odessa 
metro area.

03/13/2020
Permian Basin Official Give Updates Concerning Their 

Response To The Coronavirus
6:30:00 AM; 8:30:00 

AM; 4:31:00 PM 0:00:45

Leaders in the Midland and Odessa, the Permian Basin’s metro hubs, held 
two separate press conferences on Friday. The meetings outlined the 

precautions both communities are taking to prevent and respond to the 
coronavirus and the disease it causes, COVID-19.

03/17/2020
In Big Bend, A New Group Forms To Help Self-Isolating 

West Texans Get Supplies
6:34:00 AM; 8:34:00 

AM; 4:34:00 PM 0:07:45

As the coronavirus spreads throughout Texas—with more cases expected 
as the state’s capacity to test for the virus increases—a group of West 

Texans is looking to help those who are practicing social distancing or self-
quarantining.

03/17/2020
How Do Pandemics Affect Rural Communities? One 

Doctor’s Take On What To Expect
6:34:00 AM; 8:34:00 

AM; 4:34:00 PM 0:13:03

Marfa Public Radio’s Sally Beauvais talked with Dr. Phuoc Le, a physician 
with the University of California, San Francisco who’s worked in rural 
communities across the world, about the spread of COVID-19 to rural 

areas.

03/18/2020
With Schools Closing Due To Coronavirus, How One 

Midland Parent Is Making Do
6:34:00 AM; 8:34:00 

AM; 4:34:00 PM 0:07:45

In the Permian Basin, public and private schools have closed out of growing 
concern over coronavirus. In Midland, that meant Kristen Betton, a stay at 
home mom, had to quickly figure out how to keep her twin daughters on 

track with their studies — while also having to explain a pandemic.

03/20/2020 Midland Officials Confirm First Case Of Coronavirus
6:04 AM; 8:04 AM; 3:18 

PM 0:00:45
Officials in Midland have confirmed the city’s first positive case of 

coronavirus—hours after another case was confirmed in Crane County.

03/20/2020

West Texas Talk: West Texas And The New Coronavirus: 
The Latest Developments, Isolation, And How Locals Are 

Coping
6:00 pm Thursday; 9:00 

am Friday 59:00:00

On this special edition of West Texas Talk, we hear from reporters on the 
ground, healthcare professionals, a parent learning to homeschool her kids 
and service industry workers who have found themselves out of a job — all 
in the midst of unfolding preparedness plans and new policies attempting 
to curb the spread of COVID-19 in the Permian Basin and Big Bend region.

03/20/2020
After First Confirmed Case Of Coronavirus, Midland 

Officials Expand Response
6:30:00 AM; 8:30:00 

AM; 4:31:00 PM 0:00:45

A day after the first case of COVID-19 was confirmed in Midland, leaders 
from across the community announced additional measures to fight the 
virus. Midlanders also got the clearest description to date on the current 

situation in the Tall City.



03/24/2020
Midland Waits For Test Results As More Patients Are 

Being Monitored For COVID-19
6:30:00 AM; 8:30:00 

AM; 4:31:00 PM 0:00:45

As the coronavirus spreads through Midland, residents aren’t getting 
tested fast enough, according to local health officials. So far, roughly 150 

tests have been administered but Midland Memorial Hospital has only 
received the results of seven—one of which showed a positive result for 

COVID-19.

03/25/2020
Midland Sees The First COVID-19 Related Death As The 

Virus Spreads Across The Permian Basin
6:04 AM; 8:04 AM; 3:18 

PM 0:00:45

The first Midlander to be diagnosed with COVID-19 died on March 25 at 
Midland Memorial Hospital—only five days after testing positive for the 

coronavirus.

03/25/2020
Odessa Increases Resources For Locals Concerned Over 

Coronavirus
6:04 AM; 8:04 AM; 3:18 

PM 0:00:45

As Permian Basin communities brace for the coronavirus to continue to 
spread, Odessa is taking steps to test more residents showing signs and 

symptoms of COVID-19.

03/27/2020
Marfa Issues Shelter-In-Place Order To Slow Spread Of 

The Coronavirus
6:30:00 AM; 8:30:00 

AM; 4:31:00 PM 0:00:45

Marfa City Council voted unanimously late Thursday to issue a shelter-in-
place order, which will go into effect Friday at 11:59 p.m. and could last 

through April 9.

03/30/2020
Odessa Issues A Shelter-In-Place Order As The Number 

Of Coronavirus Cases Grows To 5
6:04 AM; 8:04 AM; 3:18 

PM 0:00:45

Odessa’s Mayor David Turner made the announcement over the weekend 
on Facebook Live. Turner based Odessa’s shelter-in-place order largely on 

recommendations made by the Department of Homeland Security—
especially when deciding which businesses are critical and would be 

allowed to stay open.
Issue 5: The Permian Basin is the busiest oilfield in the country, but its history and culture is often overlooked. These stories aim to explore the experiences of residents who live in the 
Permian Basin and are directly impacted by its economy.

1/16/2020 West Texas Talk: Billy Tarrant on Respect Big Bend
6:00 pm Thursday; 9:00 

am Friday 25:00:00

Billy Tarrant is the associate director of stewardship services at Borderlands 
Research Institute. The organization is a partner of a new initiative called 
Respect Big Bend. Their mission is to empower stakeholders to conserve 

the unique resources and to protect the iconic communities of the Big Bend 
while developing energy responsibly. Tarrant talks about the projected 

expansion of renewable energy production in the tri-county area and about 
the coalition’s research and work.

1/24/2020
West Texas Talk: Marilu Hastings and Dr. Michael Young 

on Respect Big Bend
6:00 pm Thursday; 9:00 

am Friday 25:00:00

Diana Nguyen talks to Marilu Hastings and Dr. Michael Young about 
Respect Big Bend. They discuss Hastings’ impetus for helping start the 

initiative and the findings from Dr. Young’s research.

2/13/2020
Christian Wallace of Boomtown & The Rise of the 

Permian
6:00 pm Thursday; 9:00 

am Friday 59:00:00

For the months of February and March, we’re airing episodes of Boomtown 
— a series made by Texas Monthly and Imperative Entertainment. The 

podcast takes you inside the rugged Permian Basin of West Texas, where 
roughnecks and billionaire wildcatters are fueling a boom so big it’s 

reshaping our climate, our economy, and our geopolitics. Elise Pepple talks 
to Christian Wallace, the host of Boomtown and a staff writer for Texas 
Monthly. They discuss Wallace’s upbringing in Andrews, TX, the podcast 

and the themes that are explored throughout the series. Then you’ll hear 
“The Rise of the Permian,” an episode that tells the story of how this once 

sparsely populated region of texas became one of the most influential 
regions in the world. 



2/19/2020

As Flares Burn Across West Texas, A New Study Shows 
The Lone Star State Isn’t Releasing As Much Natural Gas 

As Other Oil-Producing Countries
6:30:00 AM; 8:30:00 

AM; 4:31:00 PM 0:00:45

In the last decade, as the oil and gas industry in the Permian Basin and 
other shale plays have boomed, so have the number of flares across Texas. 
But a new 13-page study from one of the state’s regulators finds companies 

in Texas are flaring at a lower rate than other major oil-producing 
countries.

2/20/2020 Boomtown: Dust to Dust & Life and Death on the Rig
6:00 pm Thursday; 9:00 

am Friday 59:00:00

This week, we’re airing two episodes of the podcast back to back. You’ll 
hear about the eighties bust and the consequences the plummeting price 

of oil had on the region and its residents. Then, you’ll hear about an oilfield 
family who suffered unimaginable tragedy in a single accident.

2/27/2020

Boomtown: What’s It Like Selling Sex Appeal In The 
Permian Basin? Listen To Episodes 5 and 6 of Boomtown 

To Find Out
6:00 pm Thursday; 9:00 

am Friday 59:00:00

Boomtown, produced in partnership with Marfa Publis Radio and 
Imperative Entertainment, brings listeners into the heart of America’s most 

productive oilfield — the Permian Basin. It explores the lives of people 
directly affected by the boom and bust cycles that have defined the the 
region for nearly a century, from roughnecks and executives, to barbers, 

waitresses, and sex workers.

2/28/2020
Apache Gives Up On Alpine High Play After Losing 

Billions
6:04 AM; 8:04 AM; 3:18 

PM 0:00:45

Houston-based Apache Corporation is pulling out of a pocket of Far West 
Texas they had once hoped would be a lucrative opportunity. In 2016, the 

company struck oil at the base of the Davis Mountains in an area they 
called the “Alpine High Play.” But now, the company — which has lost 

billions developing the ranchland of Southern Reeves County into a bustling 
oil patch — is moving on.

03/05/2020 Boomtown: Mojo Magic
6:00 pm Thursday; 9:00 

am Friday 59:00:00
The Permian Basin is the birthplace of Friday Night Lights. But the historic 

oil boom threatens beloved high school football traditions.

03/12/2020 Boomtown: Wild West Texas
6:00 pm Thursday; 9:00 

am Friday 59:00:00

The uneasy alliance between ranchers and the oil industry goes all the way 
back to the early wildcatting days in West Texas. But today, that 

relationship is more fraught than ever.

3/13/2020
Permian Basin Oil Workers Face Possible Bust As Global 

Oil Markets Crash
6:45:00 AM; 8:45:00 

AM; 4:45:00 PM 0:04:24

With the spread of the coronavirus pandemic, world markets in flux, and 
Saudi Arabia and Russia starting a price war over crude — oil prices have 

plummeted. Leaving, oil companies in West Texas to scramble to roll back 
operations while locals are forced to wonder if this is the next big bust.


