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Regularly Scheduled 
News and Public Affairs Programming 

Broadcast by WTRC 

Program Name Schedule and Description 

National Newscasts Two minute news segments broadcast at the top of each hour 
around the clock; Fox News Radio covers news stories affecting the 
nation and world. 

Local Newscasts Two minute news segments broadcast at two minutes past each hour 
at 6:02 a.m., 7:02 a.m., 8:02 a.m., 9:02 a.m. 4:02 p.m. and 5:02 p.m. 
Mon. – Fri.; Covers news stories affecting the local cities, counties, 
and states.  

Weather Forecasts 30 second segments broadcast two times each hour between 6 am 
and 9 am Mon. – Fri., one time each hour between 9am – 5 am Mon. 
– Fri. and one time each hour around the clock on Sat. – Sun.; 
Forecasts of the weather and updates on weather related watches 
and warnings. 

Viewpoints Radio 30 minute program broadcast each Saturday at 6:30 am; Interviews 
with guests that have expertise and real-word experience regarding 
current issues. 

Radio Health Journal 30 minute program broadcast each Saturday at 6:00 am; Interviews 
with guests that have expertise and real-world experience in health 
and medicine. 

Agri-Talk 60 minute program broadcast each Monday – Friday at 10 a.m.; The 
program is for farmers/agriculture industry experts and rural 
America, providing information that connects producers with 
consumers. 

Market Rally 60 minute program broadast each Monday – Friday at 3 p.m.; 
Program focuses on agricultural commodity markets. Market Rally 
welcomes listeners to become part of the discovery process and 
listen in on some of the top commodity analysts in the country 
discussing and debating market action. 

Scam Of The Week 2 minute program broadcast each Monday at approximately 10:30 
a.m. and each Thursday at approximately 2:30 p.m.; Interview with 
representatives from the Better Business Bureau of Northern Indiana 
regarding scams and consumer news designed to help prevent 
consumers from falling prey to scammers or becoming victims of 
identity theft.  

 High School Sports  Frank 1340 AM broadcasts a High School Football Game of the Week 
each Friday night at 7 p.m. featuring select Elkhart Central High 
School and Elkhart Memorial High Schools games. Each broadcasts 
runs about 2.5 hours in length. 



Regularly Scheduled 
News and Public Affairs Programming 

Broadcast by WTRC 
    

 



Issues of Concern to the Communities Served by WTRC 

Subject Description 

Coronavirus Pandemic Coverage of the coronavirus pandemic and how it is affecting lives of 
residents on a local level. 

Economy Coverage of the economy on a local, state or national level as it affects 
listeners’ money, as well as local and statewide economic initiatives.  

Extreme Weather Coverage of extreme weather events that alter the normal course of 
our listeners lives. 

Childhood and Family 
Well Being 

Coverage of quality of life, be it family, education, economy, social, as 
it relates to children on a national, state or local level. 

Health Coverage of public health issues, other than the coronavirus 
pandemic, on a state and local level, including, but not limited to, 
disease outbreaks and recall information. 

Public Safety Coverage of public safety issues faced on a national, state and local 
level including violent crimes against people, property crimes, ways to 
combat crime. 

Election 2020 Coverage of political news and primary and general election coverage 
on a local, state or national level.    

    

    

    
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Public Charity, Childhood/Family Well-Being 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Heartbeat Of The City Music Festival 

Broadcast Date: October 1, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding a socially-distant music festival in Elkhart this 
weekend, people could watch from several locations, including the comfort of living rooms. Heart City 
Health hosted Heart Beat of the City on Saturday, October 3, from 4-8 p.m. at the RV Hall of Fame's 
Orthwein Pavilion. In-person audience was limited, but the festival will be live streamed to three 
separate locations, including the Elkhart High School East Campus (Central), Elkhart High School 
West Campus (Memorial) and Pierre Moran Middle School parking lots. Attendees could enjoy the 
live music drive-thru style, and each location had food trucks and giveaways. The program was also 
streamed online.  
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Coronavirus Pandemic, Childhood/Family Well-Being, Education 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Indiana Schools Coronavirus Dashboard 

Broadcast Date: October 1, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding Indiana's new school dashboard for COVID-19 
information which stated there are nearly 2400 cases in the state's school systems. That total includes 
250 new cases among students within the past day or so leading up to Oct. 1. State health official Dr. 
Kristina Box said the state is working with schools to ensure the accuracy of the data, and only about 
half of the schools submitted information this week. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Coronavirus Pandemic, Public Safety, Childhood/Family Well-Being 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Indiana Schools Coronavirus Dashboard 

Broadcast Date: October 5, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding Fire Prevention Week, which kicked off Sunday, 
October 4. This year's theme wass "Serve Up Fire Safety in the Kitchen." Kitchen fires are the #1 
cause of home fires, and home fire injuries, and unattended cooking is the leading cause of these fires. 
 
The story offered advice from local fire department officials, who said some of the simplest things to 
prevent home fires is "never leave anything on the stove unattended, always extinguish candles when 
leaving the house and have your furnace or fireplace serviced professionally prior to using them. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Childhood/Family Well-Being, Education 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Grant To Benefit Tolson Center Rebuild 

Broadcast Date: October 6, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding The Community Foundation of Elkhart County 
receiving a Lilly Endowment Grant as part of the latest phase of the endowment's Giving Indiana 
Funds for Tomorrow initiative. 
 
The grant would allow for the continued planning of a new and improved Tolson Center and Park. The 
planning process has resulted in a collaboration between the city, the Community Foundation of 
Elkhart County, and the Greater Elkhart Chamber of Commerce to move forward with an $11 million 
project to rebuild and upgrade the center with the help of donors. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Public Safety, Childhood/Family Well-Being 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Possible Ellkhart Child Abduction 

Broadcast Date: October 6, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding a possible child abduction near Moyer 
Avenue and Ren Street in Elkhart when  a young girl reported that a young white male between 
the ages of 2 and 6 was abducted by a suspect in a white van with scratches and tinted windows 
on the back and sides. 
 
The missing boy was said to be wearing a white hoodie with red and blue on it. Police said they 
had not received any reports about a missing child. 
 
Officers conducted a large door to door search, including vehicles, K-9 units and drones and 
were unable to find any sign of a missing child. They also were unable to find anyone who was 
missing a child. 
 
Anyone with any information regarding the report was urged to contact the Elkhart Police 
Department. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Childhood/Family Well-Being, Public Charity 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Salvation Army Taking Applications 

Broadcast Date: October 6, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding The Salvation Army taking applications for 
Christmas assistance. 
 
The organization decided to start taking applications a few weeks earlier this year, due to the financial 
hardships being faced by so many families this year. 
 
The Salvation Army said uncertainty about the coming winter also encouraged the decision. They say 
they typically see about 1,200 families, with about 2,100 kids seeking assistance. This year the 
additional variables have led to a lot of uncertainty about what they can expect. 
 
Story detailed that applications would be accepted at the Kroc Center each day through October 10th 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Childhood/Family Well-Being, Economy 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/NIPSCO Home Heating Price Forecast 

Broadcast Date: October 7, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding the home heating forecast from NIPSCO, whose 
gas customers could expect their overall bills during this year’s winter heating season to be slightly 
higher when compared to last year. 
 
That's assuming normal winter weather and usage. The utility says the average homeowner using the 
can expect to pay around $425, compared to $400, last year, from November to March. 
 
They say the increase is largely due to the higher overall cost of natural gas - though the commodity 
cost remains near historic lows. 
 
The story detailed how customers with financial difficulties, including those impacted by the 
pandemic, could call NIPSCO’s Customer Care Center to discuss payment plans and options. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Childhood/Family Well-Being, Health 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Recall of Fresh Pre-Cut Fruit Sold At Walmart 

Broadcast Date: October 7, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding a recall of fresh pre-cut fruit from Walmart sold at 
Walmart. According to the Food and Drug Administration, Country Fresh recalled various containers 
of “Freshness Guaranteed” cut or sliced apples, grapes, mangos, pineapples, and cantaloupe distributed 
by Walmart. The recall was a precautionary measure due to a possible health risk from listeria 
contamination after the germ was found on equipment used in an area near where these products are 
packed. The products were sold at Walmart locations in Indiana and several other states, with “best if 
used by” dates between October 3rd and October 11th. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Childhood/Family Well-Being, Economy, Public Charity 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/New Elkhart Martin’s Store Opens 

Broadcast Date: October 8, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding Elkhart's newest Martin's store has opening their 
doors. The new location is closer to Jackson Boulevard, and brings the grocery chain into the River 
District. The new location was built to fit into the urban atmosphere of the walkable neighborhood, and 
features a Starbucks and a Deli like the store it replaced...while adding a new Smokehouse BBQ 
station. The story also detailed how Martin's also made $1,000 donations to several community 
organizations to celebrate the opening, including the Elkhart Education Foundation and Public Library. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Health 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Recall of Meijer Canteloupe 

Broadcast Date: October 9, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding a recall of cantaloupe sold at Meijer stores in 
Indiana because of possible Salmonella contamination.The recall includes whole cantaloupe and 
certain cut cantaloupe fruit trays and bowls in various weights ranging from six to 40 ounces sold 
between Sept. 26 and Oct. 5 at Meijer stores in Indiana and five other states. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Public Safety 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Elkhart County Traffic Safety Partnership Grant 

Broadcast Date: October 12, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding the Elkhart County Traffic Safety Partnership 
being awarded a grant n the amount of $105,875.00 from the Indiana Criminal Justice Institute to 
conduct several enforcement campaigns to prevent traffic injuries and fatalities. 
 
The grant allows agencies to step up their efforts during holidays and other times of year that area 
associated with heavy drinking or substance abuse in order to maintain safety on the roadways of 
Elkhart County.  
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Health 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/How To Avoid Catching The Common Cold 

Broadcast Date: October 12, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how to avoid the common cold. The story detailed 
how Dr. Anthony Zabel with I.U. Health says there is some truth to a cold being connected to a change 
in the weather because your health is impacted by everything in the environment. He says you can also 
catch a cold from being out in the cold air too long, or you may have winter allergies that stem from 
turning on the furnace for the first time and blowing dust and mold into the air of your house. 
 
His advice is to keep your nose covered if you're prone to catching a cold when you're out in the cold 
for too long or reach out to your doctor if you start developing common cold symptoms. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Public Safety 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Space Heater Dangers During Cold Weather 

Broadcast Date: October 19, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding the dangers of space heaters during the cold 
weather months.The story featured advice from area fire departments who offered some "do's and 
don't's" to better prevent space heaters from causing a fire, including making sure they are least three 
feet away from those combustible items but out of high-traffic areas where, maybe, a pet or a child can 
knock these over. 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Public Safety, Transportation 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Local Railroad Overpass At Hively Avenue Meetings 

Broadcast Date: October 20, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how INDOT and City of Elkhart will host two 
opportunities to inform residents and solicit feedback about the proposed Local Trax Railroad 
Overpass at Hively Avenue. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
A virtual Zoom meeting, including a presentation, is set for 5 p.m. - 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 20, via 
zoom.com. The meeting ID is 923 9796 3027, password 664032. 
 
An in-person public open house is also set for 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 22, at Zion 
Missionary Church Gymnasium at 1135 E. Hively Avenue in Elkhart. 
 
The purpose of the virtual public meeting and open house WAs to provide an opportunity to learn 
about and comment on the proposed half-mile Local Trax Railroad Overpass at Hively Avenue on the 
southeast side of Elkhart in Elkhart County. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Coronavirus Pandemic, Health 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Testing For COVID-19 Antibodies 

Broadcast Date: October 20, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how all South Bend Medical Foundation blood 
donation centers will now test for COVID-19 antibodies. 
 
The antibody test helps identify and recruit potential convalescent plasma donors, who can in turn help 
severely ill patients recover from COVID-19. 
 
Test results will indicate if the donor's immune system has produced antibodies to the coronavirus, 
regardless of whether they developed any symptoms. 
 
Donors can expect to receive antibody results via email approximately 7-10 days following their blood 
donation. 
 
Story included how donations are being taken by appointment only and can be scheduled at 
GiveBloodNow.com or by calling (574) 234-1157. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Coronavirus Pandemic, Education 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Some Concord Schools Switching To E-Learning 

Broadcast Date: October 22, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how three Concord Community Schools are 
switching to virtual learning for the rest of the month. 
 
Concord Junior High School, Concord Intermediate School and Concord West Side Elementary will all 
shift to E-learning, as a significant percentage of students are either in isolation or are quarantining. At 
this point, the schools planned to return to in-person classes on November 2. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Public Charity, Education, Childhood & Family Well-Being 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Elkhart County Community Foundation Grants 

Broadcast Date: October 26, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how the Community Foundation of Elkhart 
County has awarded more than $2-million in grants to dozens of nonprofits throughout the 
county. 
 
The county's Board of Directors approved $2,102,822 in both new and multi-year grants in 
several categories, including placemaking, kids and families, and career pathways, which all 
reflect the priorities of the Community Foundation. 
 
ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND: 
Placemaking grants totaling $267,000 
 
Elkhart County Parks, $64,000, OxBow County Park wetland exploration boardwalk 
Elkhart County Redevelopment Commission, $100,000, Prairie Creek Run water utility project 
Potawatomi Zoo, $100,000, Giraffe Feeding Adventure 
One grant of $25,000 or less totaled $3,000 
Fulfillment of multiyear and challenge grant commitments made previously totaled $765,000 
 
 
Kids and Families grants totaling $971,935 
 
Child And Parent Services (CAPS), $150,000 (first year of a three-year commitment), primary 
prevention expansion 
Elkhart County Clubhouse, $100,000 (first year of a three-year 1:1 challenge grant), Elkhart 
Clubhouse expansion 
Jefferson Community Church, $150,000, Community activity center 
REAL Services, $30,000, Elkhart County Meals on Wheels 
Church Community Services, $60,000 (first installment of $100,000, two-year grant), Latinx 
Outreach 
Reason Enough To Act (RETA), $350,000 (first year of a three-year commitment), building 
support via 1:1 challenge 
Women's Care Center, $98,000, operating support 
Five grants of $25,000 or less totaled $33,935 
Fulfillment of multiyear and challenge grant commitments made previously totaled $1,781,250 
 
 
Career Pathways grants totaling $477,272 
 
enFocus, $50,000, talent attraction and civic innovation 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Ivy Tech Foundation, $24,554, nursing expansion project 
University of Notre Dame, $75,361 (first year of a two-year commitment), Center for Civic 
Innovation Internships 
Tolson Center, $250,000 (first year of a two-year commitment), Tolson Center Capital Project 
Five grants of $25,000 or less totaled $77,357 
Fulfillment of multiyear and challenge grant commitments made previously totaled $831,179 
 
 
Opportunity Fund totaling $386,615 
 
South Bend Elkhart Regional Partnership support, $100,000 
Indiana Golf Foundation, $200,000, capital project 
24 grants for sponsorships and memberships, $86,615 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Coronavirus Pandemic 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Goshen Hospital COVID 19 Cases Spiking 

Broadcast Date: October 28, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story about Goshen Hospital reporting a higher number of COVID-19 
patients particularly those requiring ventilators. Overall, the number of patients has remained in the mid-20s 
from last week and through the weekend. This particular week saw a total of 6 deaths, the highest number by 
far for any week. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Public Safety, Health 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Elkhart Police To Carry Narcan 

Broadcast Date: October 29, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airin 

Summary: This station aired a news story about how police officers in Elkhart could soon begin 
carrying Narcan, a drug that in most cases can reverse the effects of an overdose and save lives. The 
proposal made by Assistant Chief Chris Snyder is something that the department had considered 
before, but at the time the cost wasn’t manageable. The department will partner with Oaklawn, who 
has agreed to supply the treatment and replace the supply as necessary. 
 
The new policy requires that all employees be trained in using Narcan, and officers are going to be 
carrying only one dose each. The Elkhart Truth reports those doses will be replaced if an officer is 
required to use it. Nearly half a million people in the US died from overdoses over a ten year span. 
 
The board of Public Safety approved the measure with a 4-0 vote.  
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Election 2020 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Elkhart County Election Decisions 

Broadcast Date: November 3, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story about how Elkhart County residents will have a number of 
State House and Senate seats to vote for on Election Day 2020/. 
 
All seats in Elkhart County have a Republican as the incumbent. In District 21 Tim Wesco faces 
Democrat challenger Ryan Liedtky. 
 
In District 22 Curt Nisly, who is in his third term, faces Kelly Thompson. 
 
District 48 pits Doug Miller with registered nurse Aaron Mishler; and in District 49, Incumbent Christy 
Stutzman faces Goshen school board member Amanda Qualls. 
 
The Senate races include a District 12 matchup between incumbent Blake Doriot and Democrat 
Charles Mumaw and a District 9 race between Republican Ryan Mishler and Democrat Teacher and 
Army Vet Brandon Cavanaugh. Mishler has held District 9 uncontested for the last 12 years. 
 
Elkhart County has two seats up for grabs in the Commissioners race. 
 
In District 3 Republican Suzie Weirick is the incumbent. First elected in 2016, she faces Democrat 
challenger Susan Corwin-Cripe, a family law attorney from Wakarusa. 
 
The incumbent in District 2 was defeated in the primary by former Elkhart County Sheriff Brad 
Rogers, leaving the race between him and Democrat Donald Brown. Brown is an Army vet and Vice 
President of the Elkhart County NAACP. 
 
These races will determine who gets to help decide the future of Elkhart County's Court system as 
commissioners look to move and consolidate them in the near future. 
 
The Elkhart County Council has all three of its at-large seats to fill. 
 
Republicans Thomas Stump and Tina Wenger are the two incumbents looking for re-election. Adam 
Bujalski is the only other Republican in the race. Democrat options include Susie Meeks-Wade, Paul 
Steury and Oxana Werbiansky. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Election 2020 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Elkhart County Election Results 

Broadcast Date: November 4, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news stories about Elkhart County election results. 
 
In the District 3 commissioner race Suzie Weirick holds onto her seat, defeating Susan-Corwin Cripe 
with roughly 65% of the vote. In District 2 former Sheriff Brad Rogers ran away with a win in his first 
bid for position, he walked away with about 70% of the vote. 
 
On the County Council both at-large incumbents are returning to the County Council in Thomas Stump 
and Tina Wenger and they will be joined by fellow republican Adam Bujalski. 
 
Tina Bontrager won the County Treasurer race with around 71% of the vote and James Elliot has been 
elected as County Coroner, also with approximately 71% of the vote. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Election 2020 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Jackie Walorski Declares Election Night Victory  

Broadcast Date: November 4, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news stories about Indiana 2nd District Congresswoman Jackie 
Walorski has declaring victory in her race against her Democratic challenger Pat Hackett. 
 
Walorski addressed supporters as more than 50% of the precincts counted showed her with a 
commanding lead. 
 
Walorski issued a statement saying while challenges lie ahead, she is confident that they will be 
overcome. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Extreme Weather, Public Safety 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Winter Weather Preparedness Week 

Broadcast Date: November 9, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding Winter Weather Preparedness Week, November 8-
14, and advice on how to stay safe during the cold weather months. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Dept. of Homeland Security suggested Hoosiers rid gutters of debris or leaves before snow and ice 
accumulate. When gutters are clogged and the ice and snow from winter storms melt, water can back 
up and flow beneath a roof, causing costly water damage.  IDHS also recommends removing dead 
branches from trees surrounding the home. Ice and snow can weigh down branches, snapping them and 
potentially damaging property. 
 
The National Weather Service, Chicago Office, offers two webinars on winter weather preparedness 
and weather spotter training on Nov. 12 and Nov. 19 from 7:30 to 9 p.m. EST/6:30 to 8 p.m. CST. The 
two identical sessions are free and open to the public, but registration is required. 
 
Hoosiers also should use Winter Weather Preparedness Week to create or maintain a preparedness kit 
that may be needed during winter storms. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Coronavirus Pandemic 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/COVID-19 Numbers Hit Record Level In Elkhart County 

Broadcast Date: November 10, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding a  record number of new COVID-19 infections 
were reported late last week in Elkhart County, along with a record number of hospitalizations. 
 
The number of COVID patients admitted was 104, with 35 at Goshen Hospital and 69 at Elkhart 
General. Hospital officials say the rising number of hospitalizations is putting pressure on staff and is 
now causing elective procedures to be postponed. 
 
The Elkhart Truth reports the number of Elkhart County residents getting tested hit an all-time high in 
the seven-day average, at just over 500, at the end of last month. 
 
Elkhart County Health Officer Dr. Lydia Mertz said the numbers continue to trend in the wrong 
direction. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Coronavirus Pandemic 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Lerner Theatre Cancels All Of 2020 Events 

Broadcast Date: November 16, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how The Lerner Theatre in Elkhart decided to 
cancel all of the events scheduled for the remainder of 2020. 
 
In a post on their Facebook page, Executive Director Michelle Frank said it was a difficult decision, 
but an easy one in the interests of community health. 
The closure includes all events at the Crystal Ballroom, starting on November 15, 2020. 
Anyone holding tickets for events would be contacted by The Lerner. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Health, Childhood/Family Well-Being 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Triple Wick Candle Recall 

Broadcast Date: November 17, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how Kohl’s is recalling more than a half-million 
candles because they can pose a fire hazard, according to the Consumer Product Safety Commission. 
 
The recall is for SONOMA Goods For Life brand three-wick candles that come in glass containers 
with metal lids. 
 
The candle’s high flames can ignite the surface of the wax or cause the glass to break. 
 
The Consumer Product Safety Commission has received more than two-dozen reports, five of which 
resulted in minor burns or property damage. 
 
Anybody who has the candles is advised to stop using them and return them to Kohl’s. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Coronavirus Pandemic 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Elkhart County Enters The COVID Red Zone 

Broadcast Date: November 19, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how Elkhart County is expected to enter the "red 
zone" on the coronavirus map. That means tighter restrictions imposed by the state, as well as added 
restrictions that local leaders are working on. 
 
According to the Governor's enforcement orders, counties in the red zone are limited to social 
gatherings of 25 people or less. 
 
Special, seasonal or commercial events with larger attendance must get health department approval. 
 
Officials are also considering added enforcement for businesses who shirk the rules. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Coronavirus Pandemic, Public Safety 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Elkhart County Face Mask Order  

Broadcast Date: November 19, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how with the move into the COVID-19 "red zone," 
Elkhart County residents must wear face masks whenever they leave their homes. 
 
The order, which begins on Thursday, Nov. 19, specifies face masks must be worn whenever in an 
indoor public area including on public transportation, at an outdoor public area within 6 feet of others 
or at a private indoor or outdoor area within 6 feet of others. 
 
Businesses could be given written warnings, fines or risk loss of their license if they don't follow the 
order. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Coronavirus Pandemic 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Goshen Health Struggling With Spiking COVID Rates 

Broadcast Date: November 19, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how Goshen Health continues to struggle with 
staffing numbers in light of the recent COVID spike across the area. 
 
Goshen Hospital Chief Medical Officer and Infectious Disease Specialist Dr. Dan Nafzinger says that 
many healthcare workers are becoming exhausted and they don’t have enough people to meet their 
staffing needs as numbers rise. 
 
Nafzinger says another concern is having to postpone important surgeries as COVID patients fill up 
the ICU beds. As of Monday, the number of patients was slightly down at the hospital with 39 people. 
Dating back to March, just over 21,000 tests have been completed with nearly 3,100 positive tests, 
which reflect a 15 percent positivity rate. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Coronavirus Pandemic 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Lippert Creates Drive Thru COVID Testing 

Broadcast Date: November 19, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how Lippert employs roughly 11-thousand people 
across its various facilities, and officials with the company recognize that means the threat of an 
outbreak is constantly looming. 
 
Officer Nick Fletcher says they have been taking precautions very seriously from the onset of the 
pandemic, and were averaging about 100 cases per week. That number however has doubled. Because 
of that, their testing facility will start conducting drive-thru testing. They have leased a spaced near 
Goshen that will allow employees to drive into a warehouse, receive testing, and then drive out. 
 
Since they began small scale-testing on employees in June, about 25% have come up positive. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Coronavirus Pandemic, Public Safety 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/County Court Changes Due To COVID Red Zone 

Broadcast Date: November 20, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how Elkhart City Court, in response to our county 
being designated a COVID-19 red zone, will not hold in-person hearings in the court until they can 
return to more normal operations. 
 
All hearings and trials will be continued. ln-custody criminal cases will be conducted at the Elkhart 
County Jail or remotely. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Public Charity, Childhood/Family Well-Being 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Feeding Families In Need At Thanksgiving  

Broadcast Date: November 24, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how families in Elkhart County that are in need of 
a free meal on Thanksgiving Day have several options this year. 
 
The Elkhart Salvation Army has teamed together with Elkhart Rotary Club and Navarre Hospitality 
Group for about 1000 free meals that will be distributed drive-thru style, from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m., 
Thursday, at the Matterhorn. Meals will be first come, first served. 
 
In addition, Faith Mission of Elkhart will distribute hot and cold meals to residents who either drive 
through or walk up from 12:30 to 1 p.m. on Thanksgiving Day, according to 95.3 MNC's reporting 
partners at The Elkhart Truth. 
 
In Goshen, First Methodist Church & Life Center is serving free drive-thru meals on Thursday. They 
are also in need of volunteers to help. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Coronavirus Bandemic 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Goshen Health ICU At Capacity-Record Levels  

Broadcast Date: November 24, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how Goshen Hospital is experiencing a record 
number of coronavirus patients and a full Intensive Care Unit. 
 
Goshen Health said in a statement that the number of COVID-19 patients at Goshen Hospital is at an 
“all-time high” of 57, with more coming. The hospital had to cancel several surgeries Monday and 
some scheduled for later in the week due to a shortage of beds 
 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Health, Childhood and Family Well-Being 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Sunbeam Crock Pot Recall 

Broadcast Date: November 26, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how Sunbeam has recalled more than 940,000 of 
their 6-Quart Express Crock Multi-Cookers, according to the manufacturer. 
 
The recalled crock-pot can pressurize when the lid is not fully locked and may cause the lid to 
suddenly detach while the crock-pot is in use, allowing hot food and liquid to eject from the crock-pot 
and burn the user. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Coronavirus Pandemic 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Elkhart County Limits Access To County Buildings  

Broadcast Date: December 2, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how access is now limited to Elkhart County's 
municipal buildings. 
 
Due to the pandemic, the county is limiting access to facilities such as the Elkhart County Courthouses, 
the Administration Building in Goshen, and the Public Services building in Elkhart. 
 
Those with business in those buildings should either handle it remotely, or set up an appointment. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Coronavirus Pandemic 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Elkhart County Sheriff Won’t Enforce COVID Ordinances  

Broadcast Date: December 4, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how Elkhart County Sheriff Jeff Siegel says his 
officers will not enforce the countywide ordinance that establishes fines for COVID-19 safety 
violations. 
 
The Sheriff stated:I do have concerns with the enforcement portion of this ordinance and the impact it 
may have on our citizens.  Due to these concerns, enforcement of this ordinance will be left to the 
officials who are charged with its enforcement. My officers will not take part in the direct enforcement 
of the ordinance.  In addition, I am instructing my officers to use extreme caution when responding to 
any potential disturbances related to the enforcement of this ordinance and actions they may need to 
take.  I will be monitoring these issues and fully expect that during the implementation of this 
ordinance that everyone’s rights will be respected.    
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Economy 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/New Jobs Coming To Elkhart County  

Broadcast Date: December 9, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how more than 70 new jobs are coming to Elkhart 
County. Premium Rock, a maker of engineered stone panels, announced Monday plans to expand its 
Elkhart operations and create 74 new jobs by the end of 2024. Premium Rock produces lightweight, 
highly durable, fire-resistant, waterproof and UV-resistant engineered stone panels by implementing a 
cold-embedding process to produce seamless images. Premium Rock will double its existing 20,000-
square-foot plant on County Road 12 in Elkhart and add new machine and product lines. Construction 
on the site began in September and the company expects the site to be fully operational by May. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Transportation Issues 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Elkhart’s Benham Avenue Reopens  

Broadcast Date: December 10, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how Benham Avenue has reopened after a long 
closure in Elkhart. 
 
The multi-million dollar project finished 6 months ahead of schedule. It was the first time since the 
street was laid more than 60 years ago that crews had gone under the concrete to work on city water 
and sewer lines and fix major issues with the paving. 
 
Part of the redesign was to make it safer for pedestrians and motorists, especially children. The 
sidewalk has been moved several feet back from the road, and they have been widened to allow more 
space. Also, they have added turn lanes at intersections to cut down on congestion. New lighting will 
also be coming soon to make the road even safer in the dark. 
 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Public Safety 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/PBS Program About Samanthan Elhassani  

Broadcast Date: December 15, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how an upcoming episode of FRONTLINE on 
PBS Michiana - WNIT will feature the story of Samantha Elhassani, formally known as Samantha 
Sally, an Elkhart woman now serving six and a half years in prison for financially supporting ISIS. 
 
PBS Michiana - WNIT sent the following information to 95.3 MNC about the program: 
 
Elhassani was living in Elkhart in 2014 when her husband and his brother went to Syria to join the 
terrorist group. She claimed she was tricked into joining ISIS and feared losing her children. 
 
The episode of FRONTLINE, set to air at 10 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 15, features extensive interviews 
with Elhassani, her sister and her young son who was with her and took part in ISIS training. 
 
The program also includes extensive footage from the family’s time with ISIS, some quite shocking, of 
Elhassani’s son been trained in how to utilize a suicide bomb. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Public Safety 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Fines For Elkhart Businesses That Shirk COVID Ordinance  

Broadcast Date: December 16, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how city leaders in Elkhart are about to roll out 
fines for any businesses in Elkhart caught violating any standing public health orders. 
 
Mayor Rod Roberson has been spearheading the effort as he has been working with the Elkhart 
Common Council on writing and pushing a bill through, outlining the fines. Roberson clarifies he is 
not looking to punish businesses, but educate business owners. 
 
In the final reading, councilors laid out the structure of the fines. A first and second offense will only 
result in a written notice to stop violating public health orders or formal warning. A third offense will 
result in a $100 fine and a fourth offense would be a $250 fine. 
 
Roberson spoke at the bill's first reading last week in which he detailed how he recently had COVID-
19 and that he has lost family and friends to the pandemic. 
 
The ordinance passed 7-to-2 and with Roberson having committed to signing off on it, fines could start 
being implemented this week. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Coronavirus Pandemic 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Anti-Face Mask Rally  

Broadcast Date: December 18, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how an anti-face mask rally will take place in 
Elkhart County. 
 
The demonstration is set for 3 to 6 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 18, outside the Elkhart County Courthouse. 
 
It's organized by the group "Elkhart County Citizens for Living Liberty United." 
 
The “Stop the Mask Rally” opposes health orders, including updated versions of previous orders by the 
Elkhart County Health Department as measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19. 
 
The rally also opposes the new county ordinance that set up a fine list for businesses and organizations 
that violate the orders. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Coronavirus Pandemic 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Death Numbers Extremely High In Elkhart County  

Broadcast Date: December 18, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how more residents of Elkhart County have died in 
2020 than in any of the previous five years. 
 
That's according to data from the Elkhart County Health Department. The Elkhart Truth reports that 
1,992 residents had died in the county through December 14. 
 
The average number of deaths per year between 2015 and 2019 was 1,883, peaking with 1,887 in 
2016. 
 
County Health Officer Dr. Lydia Mertz said 14 point 3 percent of the deaths in the county were related 
to the coronavirus. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Coronavirus Pandemic 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/First COVID-19 Vaccines Administered  

Broadcast Date: December 21, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how The first day for COVID-19 vaccinations at 
Goshen Health, on Friday, Dec. 18, was booked full with 292 vaccine appointments. Among the first 
to receive the vaccination were doctors, nurses and therapists – colleagues and providers that are 
directly responsible for the care of COVID-19 patients. 
 
On Dec. 17, Goshen Health received 975 doses of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine and the health system 
anticipates receiving weekly shipments from here forward. Additional vaccines will be available in the 
coming weeks. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Coronavirus Pandemic 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Indiana Understating Coronavirus Rates 

Broadcast Date: December 28, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how Indiana's been understating its coronavirus 
positivity rate.The percentage of tests coming back positive peaked at 16.8% in April, and dropped as 
low as 3.5% in June -- it's 12.1% now, now. But state health commissioner Kris Box says all those 
numbers are two or three points too low. She says the department discovered a coding error several 
weeks ago in the software used for Indiana's COVID dashboard. Box says the department has been 
working since then to confirm the mistake, and work with independent data scientists on a fix. 
 
 



Most Significant Issue Responsive Programming 

Issues Addressed: Public Safety 

Program/Segment Title: News Story/Winston Corbett Sentecing  

Broadcast Date: December 29, 2020 

Broadcast Time: 6:00 am, 7:00 am, 8:00 am 

Duration: 1 minute per airing 

Summary: This station aired a news story regarding how the man convicted of killing a Goshen College 
professor and trying to kill his wife during a break=in has been sentenced to 115 years in prison. Winston 
Corbett did not speak during his sentencing hearing on Monday, Dec. 28. Corbett was convicted back in 
November after a years-long investigation into the death of Goshen College professor James Miller and the 
attempted murder of Miller's wife. 
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