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PBS SoCaL – KOCE-TV Quarterly Issues 

4
th

 Quarter  10/1/14 to 12/31/14 
 

 

ISSUE: AGING ISSUES & SENIOR CARE 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/2/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:06:27 

 

Should Justice Ginsburg retire? Debating term limits for the Supreme Court: When 

justices are named to the Supreme Court, they hold that seat for life. Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg is 81, the oldest sitting justice and a powerful voice on the bench. Jeffrey 

Brown gets views from Erwin Chemerinsky of the University of California-Irvine and 

Jeffrey Rosen of George Washington University on the political ramifications of a 

retirement, and the idea of Supreme Court term limits. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         12/26/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:           

Segment Length:  00:06:26 

 

Readers relate to New Yorker cartoonist Roz Chast‘s personal book on aging parents: 

Known for her dry wit, cartoonist Roz Chast finds humor in caring for aging parents in 

her first graphic memoir, "Can't We Talk About Something More Pleasant?" Jeffrey 

Brown speaks with the New Yorker artist about taking on more personal subject matter 

and how cartooning became a tool in remembering her late parents. 

 

 

ISSUE: AMERICAN HISTORY/BIOGRAPHY 

Series Title:    Charlie Rose 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/7/2014 11:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-PLUS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:54:38 

 

An hour with Leon Panetta, former director of the CIA, former secretary of defense, and 

author of the controversial new memoir, Worthy Fights: A Memoir of Leadership in War 

and Peace. 
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Series Title:    Finding Your Roots 

Episode Title:   Roots of Freedom 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/14/2014 8:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Other 

 

These three guests‘ families have long been engaged in the battle for freedom and civil 

rights, but they had no idea that those principles were passed down through generations 

of ancestors. Ben Affleck‘s mother was a Freedom Rider in 1964 and her roots include 

the 19th-century spiritualist Almon French, who attempted to heal the bereaved masses in 

the aftermath of the Civil War; NAACP president Ben Jealous learns the heroic story of 

his great-grandfather Peter G. Morgan, a free black man who was forced to purchase his 

own wife and family in order to keep them safe; and actress Khandi Alexander, who 

never knew who her grandfather was, learns that he may have been murdered in the Jim 

Crow-era South. 

 

Series Title:    How We Got to Now with Steven Johnson 

Episode Title:   Light 

Length:          60 minutes 

O.B. Date:       10/29/2014 10:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

 

Johnson relates the story of people who take us out of the dark and into the light. Hear 

about Edison‘s light bulb, which he didn‘t actually invent, and learn how an 18th-century 

ship‘s skipper discovered a source of illumination by putting a kid inside a whale‘s head. 

See how a French scientist accidentally discovered how to create neon light, leading to a 

revolution in advertising. Dispelling the myth of the individual ―eureka‖ moment, 

Johnson reveals that teamwork and collaboration led the way to the most transformative 

ideas. Whether changing our genetic make-up, altering the world‘s sleeping patterns, 

transforming architecture, taking us into space or triggering one of the great social 

reforms in American history, the pioneers of light have made themselves indispensable 

throughout human history. 

 

 

ISSUE: ARTS & CULTURE 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/1/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:06:24 
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Poet finds solace in elegy of departed son‘s wild energy: When Edward Hirsch lost his 

son to a drug-related cardiac arrest, the poet began collecting his memories. 

Overwhelmed with grief, Hirsch turned his reflections into a book-length elegy, now 

published as ―Gabriel.‖ Jeffrey Brown spoke with Hirsch near his home in New York. 

 

Series Title:    Makers 

Episode Title:   Women in Hollywood 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/7/2014 9:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

 

Follow the women of showbiz, from the earliest pioneers to present-day power players, 

as they influence the creation of one of the country‘s biggest commodities: entertainment. 

Hear from actress-producer-activist Jane Fonda, who at 75 is playing a sharp, sexy and 

powerful media mogul on the award-winning series ―The Newsroom‖; television 

powerhouse Shonda Rhimes, who created ―Grey‘s Anatomy‖ and ―Scandal‖; 

screenwriter Linda Woolverton, who re-imagined the traditional Disney princess by 

making Belle (Beauty and the Beast) a self-possessed, strong-willed young woman; 

writer-director-actress Lena Dunham, who mines comedy and drama gold by exploring 

what it‘s really like to be a young woman today; six-time Academy Award nominee 

Glenn Close; director Nancy Meyers; and actress Zoe Saldana. 

 

ISSUE: BUSINESS, EMPLOYMENT, UNIONS 

 

Series Title:    How We Got to Now with Steven Johnson 

Episode Title:   Time 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/15/2014 10:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

 

The world today is obsessed by time. Johnson boards a submarine to discover what a lack 

of natural light means for a sailor‘s working day and visits Heathrow, the world‘s busiest 

airport, to try to get timings right at air traffic control. The story of getting a grip on time 

is full of curious garage tinkerers. One of them, railway clerk William F. Allen, was so 

exasperated by the chaos caused by the 8,000 local times zones in the U.S. that he fought 

tirelessly to standardize time into four zones. Learn how advancements in navigation, the 

way we work, technology and travel would have been impossible without the unsung 

heroes of time. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/10/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 
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Segment Length:  00:07:17 

 

The new ‗sharing economy‘ can enrich micro-entrepreneurs but at what cost? The 

growing American "share economy" makes use of people's preexisting and underutilized 

assets and time. Hospitality website Airbnb helps turn empty guest rooms into makeshift 

hotel rooms. But what happens to actual hotels and bed and breakfasts that have to 

conform to greater regulation and charge higher prices? Economics correspondent Paul 

Solman reports. 

 

ISSUE: CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES 

 

Series Title:    Frontline 

Episode Title:   Solitary Nation 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/4/2014 10:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

 

An estimated 80,000 Americans are in solitary confinement - even people who haven't 

committed violent crimes - sometimes for years, or even decades.  Using extraordinary 

access to the segregation unit at the maximum security Maine State Prison, FRONTLINE 

examines America's use of solitary confinement - a practice U.S. prisons and jails resort 

to more than most other countries.  Some prison officials see it as necessary to keep order 

and safety, but critics say it is inhumane and counterproductive. "Solitary Nation" is an 

extraordinarily rare and intimate view of life in solitary, through the stories of inmates 

living in isolation, the prison officers who keep them locked in, and a new warden who is 

re-thinking the practice and trying to reduce the number of inmates in solitary. 

 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/6/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:05:35 

 

News Wrap: Court upholds ban on gay marriage in four states: In our news wrap 

Thursday, a federal appeals court upheld a ban on same-sex marriage in Ohio, Kentucky, 

Michigan and Tennessee. That decision makes it more likely that the issue will return to 

the Supreme Court. Also, The Wall Street Journal reported that President Obama had 

written a secret letter to Iran‘s supreme leader concerning the fight against Islamic State 

militants. 

 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 
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Airdate:         11/6/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:06:55 

 

Will saying yes to affirmative consent curb college sexual assault? California recently 

passed an affirmative consent law, meaning that consensual sex requires a clear ―yes‖ 

from both parties on college campuses. But some have challenged the practicality of the 

policy. Hari Sreenivasan moderates a debate between Jaclyn Friedman of ―Yes Means 

Yes‖ and Shikha Dalmia of the Reason Foundation. 

 

 

 

ISSUE: DISASTER PREPAREDNESS, EARTHQUAKE/FIRE/FLOOD 

 

Series Title:    Journey to Planet Earth 

Episode Title:   Extreme Realities: Severe Weather, Climate Change, and Our National 

Security 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         12/15/2014 10:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  01:00:00 

 

Host/narrated by Matt Damon, Extreme Realities is a new episode in the Journey to 

Planet Earth series investigating the link between extreme weather events, climate 

change, and threats to national security. Featuring Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist 

Thomas Friedman, World Bank President Jim Yong Kim, former CIA Director James 

Woolsey, and environmental visionary Lester Brown, the documentary focuses on recent 

political conflicts and severe weather events in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Russia, India, the 

Middle East, the United States, and the Arctic.  In the wake of these disasters, Extreme 

Realities addresses three major fundamental questions: (1) are we merely experiencing 

once in a hundred year weather events or are they really early warning signals of an 

altered reality--a new normal; (2) have we already reached a tipping point pushing our 

planet towards an environmental cliff; and (3) are there ways we can mitigate or adapt to 

these newly emerging threats?  Just pick up any newspaper or watch any television news 

report and it becomes evident that unprecedented extreme weather events such as severe 

drought, heat waves, and wildfires, more intense hurricanes and floods, and crippling 

blizzards, are leaving a trail of death and destruction throughout the world. 

 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/6/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 
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Segment Length:  00:08:32 

 

Devastating 2004 tsunami cleared the way for better infrastructure in Indonesia: The 

2004 quake and tsunami reshaped life in the Aceh region of Indonesia -- in some ways 

for the better. The outpouring of international aid helped residents rebuild their 

community stronger than before the disaster. Special correspondent Kira Kay reports on 

the disaster‘s unintended benefits and the efforts to continue healing and prepare for 

future emergencies 

 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour Weekend 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         11/2/2014 5:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:01:57 

 

Photographer documents uneven Sandy recovery in hardest-hit neighborhoods: This 

week marked the second anniversary of Hurricane Sandy. The recovery in New York has 

been very uneven in some of the city's hardest-hit neighborhoods. Photographer Nathan 

Kensinger documented this in a series of photo essays. Hari Sreenivasan reports. 

 

ISSUE: ECONOMIC ISSUES 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/29/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:06:05 

 

Why the Fed frets about both jobs and inflation: After six years of financial stimulus to 

mitigate the fallout from the 2008 collapse, the Federal Reserve is ending its money 

creation programs. But the country is still in economic recovery and the role of the 

Federal Reserve is still being debated. Economics correspondent Paul Solman reports on 

the dual nature of its mission to keep inflation in checking while creating jobs. 

 

Series Title:    Food Forward 

Episode Title:   Go Fish! 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         10/19/2014 6:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-PLUS 

Format:          Documentary 
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By mid-century, 90 percent of the world‘s commercial fish may be tapped out. But we‘re 

not sunk yet. FOOD FORWARD sets sail with a different breed of fishermen who make 

their living on the water while treading lightly upon it. Meet old school fishermen in the 

Pacific Northwest reviving the tuna industry, young fishermen (and women) creating 

Community Supported Fisheries along the Eastern seaboard and the next generation of 

fish farmers in western Massachusetts. 

 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour Weekend 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         12/28/2014 5:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News  

Segment Length:  00:04:03 

 

Did plunging gas prices boost holiday spending? Ever since oil prices started falling, 

experts have predicted that consumers would use the extra money saved to spend more on 

holiday gifts. Did that happen? Sara Germano of the Wall Street Journal joins Hari 

Sreenivasan from Albany with the latest numbers. 

 

 

ISSUE: EDUCATION 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/1/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:08:11 

 

Cutting higher ed costs for Chicago‘s disadvantaged students: In Chicago, two initiatives 

were launched to improve access to higher education for lower-income students. To 

explore the strategies that community colleges and the University of Chicago are 

planning to use to attract these students, Jeffrey Brown speaks with Robert Zimmer, 

president of the University of Chicago, and Cheryl Hyman, chancellor of the City 

Colleges of Chicago. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour Weekend 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         10/5/2014 5:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:01:54 

 

Viewers respond to report on mandated extra reading time at Florida grade schools: 

Viewers respond to a recent NewsHour Weekend signature piece examining Florida‘s 
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new law requiring low-performing elementary schools to provide an extra hour of reading 

every day. Hari Sreenivasan reads comments. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/10/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:04:51 

 

Nobel Peace Prize honors activism to empower most vulnerable children – Part 2: One's a 

global icon. The other is largely unknown, even in his home country. This year‘s Nobel 

Peace Prize winners, Malala Yousafzai and Kailash Satyarthi, have been leading 

advocates for the rights of children on issues like child slavery and universal education. 

Hari Sreenivasan speaks with Gayle Tzemach Lemmon of the Council on Foreign 

Relations about the significance of their activism. 

 

 

 

ISSUE: ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES, RECYCLING, ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

 

Series Title:    Food Forward 

Episode Title:   Quest for Water 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         11/16/2014 6:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-PLUS 

Format:          Documentary 

 

How can agriculture use less water and still grow enough food for everyone? Are we 

finally emerging from the water wars of the west that pitted Native American tribes and 

environmentalists against farmers and ranchers? FOOD FORWARD dives into solutions 

that some water users are discovering to protect this most precious resource in the face of 

drought, politics and environmental conflicts. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/12/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:04:07 

 

U.S.-China pledge on carbon emissions draws cheers, jeers and skepticism – Part 1: The 

world's two biggest economies and carbon polluters made an unprecedented 

announcement on climate change. President Obama promised that by 2025, the U.S. will 

cut greenhouse gas emissions by more than a quarter and China agreed to cap emissions 
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by 2030. But the head of the UN's climate science panel said the deal alone won‘t avert 

the effects of global warming. Judy Woodruff reports. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/4/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:07:07 

 

How will environmental policy change under the next Congress? Energy and the 

environment have been core issues in Senate races in at least seven states. From oil and 

gas development, to the regulation of greenhouse gases and power plants, what's at stake 

as voters go to the polls? Judy Woodruff gets debate from Daniel Weiss of the League of 

Conservation Voters and Scott Segal of Bracewell & Giuliani. 

 

ISSUE: HEALTH/HEALTH CARE/DISABILITY 

 

Series Title:    Charlie Rose 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/6/2014 11:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-PLUS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:13:46 

 

Sir Andrew Witty, the CEO of the global health care and pharmaceutical company 

GlaxoSmithKline, discussed his company's efforts to find treatments for the Ebola virus, 

malaria, and AIDS. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/7/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:04:50 

 

Supreme Court will consider new Affordable Care Act challenge: The Supreme Court 

announced it would take up a case on the tax subsidies of the Affordable Care Act that 

could have major implications for the health care law. Marcia Coyle of the National Law 

Review joins Judy Woodruff to discuss the details, as well as why the court might 

consider same-sex marriage despite deciding not to earlier in the term. 

 

Series Title:    Frontline 

Episode Title:   The Trouble with Antibiotics 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/14/2014 10:00:00 PM 
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Service:         PBS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

 

FRONTLINE investigates the widespread use of antibiotics in food animals and whether 

it is fueling the growing crisis of antibiotic resistance in people. Also this hour: An 

exclusive interview with the family of a young man who died in a nightmare bacteria 

outbreak that swept through a hospital at the National Institutes of Health. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/20/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:08:13 

 

Former GOP leader Bob Dole tells lawmakers to ‗get together‘: At 91 years old, former 

Sen. Bob Dole is still traversing his home state of Kansas to thank his supporters for five 

terms in the Senate. Judy Woodruff sits down with Dole to discuss how Washington has 

changed since he was in office, his activism for disabled Americans, President Obama‘s 

foreign policy and what he expects from the upcoming election. 

 

ISSUE: IMMIGRATION, REFUGEES, MULTICULTURALISM 

 

 

Series Title:    America by the Numbers with Maria Hinojosa 

Episode Title:   Pass or Fail in Cambodia Town 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         11/10/2014 7:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          documentary 

 

 

Asian Americans are the best-educated and highest-income ethnic group in the United 

States. They are often referred to as the ―model minority,‖ suggesting that all Asians are 

successful in school and in life. But Southeast Asian Americans have some of the lowest 

high school completion rates in the nation. Visit Long Beach, California — the city with 

America‘s largest Cambodian community — to find out why this educational crisis is 

occurring and what people are doing about it. 

 

Series Title:    Food Forward 

Episode Title:   Food (Justice) for All 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         11/16/2014 6:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-PLUS 

Format:          Documentary 
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All across the country, the ways and means of America‘s small farmers are evolving. 

Young Hispanic farm laborers in California‘s Salinas Valley are moving up the economic 

ladder, training to become tomorrow‘s organic farm owners. In Houston, Congolese 

refugees are creating communities around vacant urban lots. And in nearby Dallas, a 

struggling college commits an unthinkable act of football heresy, plowing their gridiron 

into a garden and transforming a social need into a delicious educational opportunity. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour Weekend 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         11/8/2014 5:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:10:36 

 

Who‘s to blame for El Salvador‘s gang violence? During El Salvador's brutal civil war 30 

years ago, hundreds of thousands of people fled to the United States, where some joined 

dangerous Latino gangs for protection and a livelihood. Soon after, many of these gang 

members were deported back to El Salvador, establishing a new and threatening presence 

in their home country. NewsHour Special Correspondent John Carlos Frey reports from 

El Salvador. 

 

ISSUE: MEDIA & JOURNALISM, NEWS ANALYSIS 

 

Series Title:    Charlie Rose 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/11/2014 11:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-PLUS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:18:41 

 

A look at the multimedia theater work Basetrack Live--which draws on the experience 

and testimony of U.S. marines deployed in Afghanistan--with Edward Bilous, Anne 

Hamburger, and AJ Czubai. 

 

Series Title:    Hitmakers 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/14/2014 9:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

 

HITMAKERS is an up-close look at the music industry‘s resilience in the digital age, 

from the perspective of groundbreaking artists, music label mavericks and game-

changing managers. These crucial players have shaped the music business over the past 

100 years, changing pop culture in the process. Today‘s artists challenge the paradigm 

further, taking control of their careers and sometimes shucking the system altogether to 

record and release music on their own. Record labels large and small also have found 
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they must innovate to thrive. Entertaining and thoughtful, HITMAKERS boasts an 

unforgettable soundtrack. The special features interviews and performances from notable 

artists such as Melissa Etheridge, The Roots‘ Questlove, Sharon Jones, rising 

DJ/producer Steve Aoki and many more. 

 

Series Title:    Tavis Smiley 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         11/7/2014 11:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:26:36 

 

Jazz great Herbie Hancock: The child piano prodigy and one of the most influential 

musicians of our time shares stories from his long-awaited memoir, Possibilities. 

 

ISSUE: MINORITIES & CIVIL RIGHTS 

 

Series Title:    Finding Your Roots 

Episode Title:   Our People, Our Traditions 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/04/2014 8:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  01:00:00 

 

Learn about the ancestors of three celebrated Americans who not only share a Jewish 

heritage but also history of perseverance. Tony Kushner delves into the history of the 

Holocaust to discover his ancestors‘ fate; Carole King confronts the discrimination her 

ancestors faced in America; and Alan Dershowitz finds out that the first Hassidic 

synagogue in Brooklyn played a secret role in WWII. 

 

Series Title:    Makers 

Episode Title:   Women in Politics 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/4/2014 9:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

 

 

View profiles of women in public office who were ―firsts‖ in their fields. From the first 

woman elected to Congress in 1916 to a young woman running for Detroit City Council 

in 2013, the documentary explores the challenges confronting American women in 

politics. Trailblazing leaders like Hillary Clinton, Senator Barbara Mikulski, Olympia 

Snowe, the youngest Republican woman ever elected to the House of Representatives, 

and Shirley Chisholm, the first African-American woman to serve in Congress, provide a 

backdrop for younger women like Rashida Tlaib, the first Muslim-American woman 

elected to the Michigan House, and Raquel Castaneda-Lopez, who chronicles her run for 
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Detroit City Council. Today‘s leaders in Washington, including Elizabeth Warren (D-

MA), the first female senator from Massachusetts, Susan Collins (R-ME), who led the 

Senate in shaping a deal to end the government shutdown, and Rep. Tulsi Gabbard (D-

HI), currently the youngest woman serving in Congress, are also represented. 

 

ISSUE: NATIONAL POLITICS & GOVERNMENT 

 

Series Title:    Charlie Rose 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/14/2014 11:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-PLUS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:54:57 

 

An hour with New York governor Andrew Cuomo, who discussed a variety of issues, 

including his state's policy for handling the Ebola virus; his book, All Things Possible; 

his relationship with his father, Mario; education and economic issues; the value of 

progressive government; the importance of preparing for terrorism; the Obama 

administration's policy for dealing with ISIS and future terrorist groups, his controversial 

handling of a commission dealing with political corruption; criticisms of his leadership 

style; and the complexities of New York politics. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/2/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:03:24 

 

AP History class standards spark fight over patriotism and censorship: When the College 

Board established new national standards for Advanced Placement U.S. History courses, 

conservative members of the school board in Jefferson County, Colorado, called for 

changes to their local curriculum to promote patriotism and the free enterprise system and 

discourage civil disorder. Hari Sreenivasan reports on the ensuing protests against 

censorship by students. 

 

Series Title:    Washington Week with Gwen Ifill 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         10/3/2014 8:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:25:21 

 

The alarming revelations about Secret Service failings and concerns about the agency's 

ability to protect the president; a Liberian man being treated in Dallas became the first 

case of Ebola in the U.S.; and in our new feature ―Friday Focus with John Harwood‖, we 
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look at the political campaign landscape in Colorado as we start the countdown to the 

midterm elections. 

 

 

ISSUE: PERSONAL FINANCE, POVERTY, HUNGER, SOCIAL SECURITY 

 

Series Title:    Independent Lens 

Episode Title:   Powerless 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/3/2014 10:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  01:00:00 

 

In Kanpur, India, a city with 15-hour power outages, a nimble young electrician provides 

Robin Hood-style services to the poor. Meanwhile, the first female chief of the electricity 

utility company is on a mission to dismantle the illegal connections, for good. By Deepti 

Kakkar and Fahad Mustafa. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/16/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:04:48 

 

‗Terrific students can be found anywhere‘: One scholar‘s path from homeless shelter to 

halls of Georgetown: More than 1.2 million homeless students were enrolled in public 

schools last year. On top of homework, they face challenges like getting enough to eat 

and finding shelter that meets basic living standards. The NewsHour‘s April Brown 

introduces one student who tackled all of that to become high school valedictorian and a 

freshman at one of the nation‘s top universities. 

 

 

ISSUE: RECREATION, LEISURE, SPORTS 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/14/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:07:51 

 

Atlantic City shuffles for business as casino luck runs out: Casinos have been Atlantic 

City‘s lifeblood. Now, they‘re bottoming out at alarming rates -- four have already closed 

this year, leaving thousands unemployed. Economics correspondent Paul Solman 
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explores the gamble that elevated Atlantic City in its prime, and how residents and 

businesses are trying to cope with its decline as a capital of the gambling industry. 

 

Series Title:    Ice Warriors - USA Sled Hockey 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/10/2014 10:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

 

 

Watch a portrait of the U.S. sled hockey team as they prepare for the Winter Olympic 

Games in Sochi, Russia. Sled hockey, also known as ―murderball on blades,‖ is played as 

aggressively as able-bodied hockey — but these players battle with their sticks, sharp 

sled runners and the serrated ice picks used to propel their sleds. Strapped into molded 

sleds, they‘re often playing at eye level with the fast-moving puck in this game of force, 

speed and strategy. 

 

ISSUE: RELIGION & ETHICS 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/11/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:06:21 

 

In releasing history, Mormon Church grapples with origins and polygamy: Aspects of 

early Mormon history have been discussed and debated, but never officially by the 

church itself until now. The Mormon Church has been releasing essays that acknowledge 

that their founder, Joseph Smith, engaged in polygamy. Kristine Haglund, editor of 

―Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought,‖ joins Jeffrey Brown for a look at how the 

issue of polygamy factors in contemporary Mormonism. 

 

Series Title:    Tavis Smiley 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         11/4/2014 11:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:12:18 

 

Author Matt Bai: Bai examines the Gary Hart 1987 presidential campaign—the turning 

point when candidates‘ ―character‖ began to draw more fixation than political experience. 

 

 

ISSUE: SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY  
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Series Title:    Hawking 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/5/2014 7:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

 

This is the intimate and revealing story of Stephen Hawking‘s life. Told for the first time 

in Hawking‘s own words and with unique access to his home and public life, this is a 

personal journey through Hawking‘s world. The audience joins him at home, under the 

care of his nursing team; in San Jose as he ―wows‖ a packed theatre audience; in Silicon 

Valley as he meets a team of technicians who hope to speed up his communication 

system; and as he throws a party for family and friends. HAWKING also carefully tells 

Hawking‘s life journey, from boyhood under-achiever to PhD genius, and from a healthy 

cox on the Oxford rowing team to diagnosis of motor neuron disease, given just two 

years to live — yet surviving several close brushes with death. The film also highlights 

his greatest scientific discoveries and plots his rise to fame and superstardom. 

 

Series Title:    Food Forward 

Episode Title:   The Future of Food 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         11/9/2014 6:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-PLUS 

Format:          Documentary 

 

A new breed of passionate farmers, chefs and hackers is revamping the American food 

system. Combining people‘s passions and technological ingenuity, FOOD FORWARD 

explores a host of solutions, including tech savvy growers flying crop-monitoring drones 

and one of the nation‘s most prestigious culinary schools, which is helping one veteran 

find a new calling. 

 

Series Title:    How We Got to Now with Steven Johnson 

Episode Title:   Cold 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/5/2014 10:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  01:00:00 

 

Only in the last 200 years have humans learned how to make things cold. Johnson 

explains how ice entrepreneur Frederic Tudor made ice delivery the second biggest 

export business in the U.S. and visits the place where Clarence Birdseye, the father of the 

frozen food industry, experienced his eureka moment. He also travels to Dubai to see 

how mastery of cold has led to penguins in the desert. From IVF to food, politics and 

Hollywood to human migration, the unsung heroes of cold have led the way. 
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ISSUE: TRANSPORTATION 

 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/3/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:03:29 

 

Investigating crash, NTSB considers safety culture of commercial space flight – Part 1: 

These past few days have been sobering ones for the small but growing industry of 

commercial spaceflight. A pair of accidents, one of which was deadly, are prompting 

questions about cost, safety, oversight, and even the wisdom of this shift in space travel. 

―NewsHour‖ science correspondent Miles O‘Brien has the story. 

 

Series Title:    NOVA 

Episode Title:   First Air War 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:          10/29/2014 9:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

 

 

When World War I began in 1914, the air forces of the opposing nations consisted of 

handfuls of rickety biplanes from which pilots occasionally took pot shots at one another 

with rifles. By 1918, the fighter had become an efficient killing machine with a growing 

strategic impact on the outcome of the war. With the help of aviation buffs dedicated to 

bringing back classic WWI fighters, NOVA joins the team as they uncover the secrets of 

some of aviation‘s most colorful and deadly early flying machines and explores how their 

impact played a key role in the nightmare slaughter of the Western Front. 

 

 

ISSUE: WAR, NATIONAL SECURITY & VETERANS ISSUES 

 

Series Title:    Charlie Rose 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/11/2014 11:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-PLUS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:18:08 

 

Retired lieutenant general Daniel Bolger discusses his book, Why We Lost: A General's 

Inside Account of the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars. 
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Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/5/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:04:18 

 

How will Republicans influence policy on Islamic State, Iran sanctions? In the months 

before midterm elections, Republicans were highly critical of President Obama policies 

on the Islamic State, Iran sanctions and other challenges. How will the change in 

Congress affect U.S. policy abroad? Gwen Ifill gets analysis from chief foreign affairs 

correspondent Margaret Warner. 

 

Series Title:    Tavis Smiley 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         11/3/2014 11:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review 

Segment Length:  00:13:22 

 

Rep. Adam Schiff, D-CA: The senior member of the House Intelligence Committee 

weighs in on Congress‘ role in authorizing military actions. 

 

ISSUE: WOMEN & GENDER ISSUES 

 

Series Title:    To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbe 

Length:          30 minutes 

Airdate:         11/20/2014 5:30:00 PM 

Service:         PBS-PLUS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  00:25:21 

 

Foreign Service Officers are the face of America around the world. At a time in the not so 

distant past, FSOs were almost always white, middle to upper class and from the 

Northeast. Today, there are more women and minorities, but they are underrepresented. 

The State Department is working to remake the institution into one that looks like 

America today; diverse and multi-cultural. 

 

Series Title:    Makers 

Episode Title:   Women in Business 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/28/2014 9:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  01:00:00 
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Hear about the exceptional women — past and present — who have taken the world of 

business by storm. Told by female business leaders themselves, this is a candid 

exploration of what it takes to make it and a celebration of the extraordinary individuals 

who, over the course of 50 years, have proven — on Wall Street, in corporate America or 

business empires of their own — that a woman‘s place is wherever she believes it to be. 

Some of the featured business leaders include Ursula Burns, the CEO of Xerox and the 

first African-American woman to head a Fortune 500 company; Sallie Krawcheck, Wall 

Street powerhouse and current owner of the global networking platform for women, 85 

Broads; Cathy Hughes, radio and television personality and the first African-American 

woman to head a publicly traded corporation; lifestyle mogul and business magnate 

Martha Stewart; and Sheryl Sandberg, COO of Facebook, whose provocative book, Lean 

In, ignited a national conversation about women, feminism and equality in the workplace. 

 

 

ISSUE: YOUTH AND CHILDREN 

 

Series Title:    Independent Lens 

Episode Title:   Bully 

Length:          90 minutes 

Airdate:         10/13/2014 10:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          Documentary 

Segment Length:  01:30:00 

 

Highlighting the challenges faced by bullied kids, ―Bully‖ shows teachers and parents 

addressing aggressive behaviors that defy dismissal with ―kids will be kids‖ clichés, and 

captures a growing movement to change the ways to address bullying in schools. 

 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         11/13/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 

Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:08:34 

 

Encouraging rural Alaska‘s students to become teachers: In Alaska, roughly three out of 

four teachers are from out of state, and more likely to stay for a shorter period of time 

than those who were born and raised there. The NewsHour‘s April Brown reports from 

the town of Dillingham, where educators are trying to encourage local and Alaska Native 

students to consider teaching in communities where they are desperately needed. 

 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour 

Length:          60 minutes 

Airdate:         10/27/2014 6:00:00 PM 

Service:         PBS 
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Format:          News 

Segment Length:  00:07:52 

 

Empowering students with disabilities to find exercise they love: Physical education is 

required in most American high schools, but for teenagers with physical and 

developmental disabilities, there can be greater restrictions on how they can get active. 

The NewsHour‘s April Brown reports on how schools in Florida‘s Miami-Dade County 

are adapting activities like kayaking, sailing and golfing for more children. 

 

 

PBS SoCaL Local Programming 

 

ISSUE: IMMIGRATION, REFUGEES, MULTICULTURALISM 

 

Studio SoCal Show #109  Friday, October 3, 2014     7:00pm      30 minutes 

THE LOST CHILDREN… BORDER WARS & IMMIGRATION REFORM 

The issue of immigration reform is a hot button issue where the rhetoric is only getting 

more heated as we near the election.  Immigrants are crossing the border in record 

numbers… and are also being deported in record numbers.  Yet caught in the crossfire are 

the thousands of children escaping from places like El Salvador, Honduras, Mexico, 

Cuba and the Dominican Republic etc. 

Many of these families and their kids are fleeing their home of origin for a better way of 

life here in Southern California. Others are getting ensnarled in a border war between 

smugglers who are using children as pawns to rob decent folks of their life savings 

promising them a better way of life in the U.S.  Is this a no win situation or are there 

viable solutions to finally kick start immigration reform policy? 

We look at both sides of this topic. 

 

 

 

ISSUE: WOMEN & GENDER ISSUES 

 

 

LAaRT #150   Monday 10/6/14  at 7:00PM/1900    5:41 

―Frida Kahlo, Her Photos‖ is an exhibit at the Long Beach Museum of Latin American 

Art with 200 images from her personal Casa Azul archive in Mexico City.  It offers 

insight into her daily life, illuminating how photography played an important role in 

shaping and documenting her personal experiences. 

 

 

ISSUE: ARTS & CULTURE 

 

LAaRT #152  Monday 11/17/14 at 7:00PM/1900 



 

 21 

Urban exploration photographer Miki Lansdowne‘s photos examine the past and its link 

to the present day.  

 

LAaRT #152  Monday 11/17/14 at 7:00PM/1900       6:21 

He drew for work and for fun, now his widow talks about the creative legacy of animator 

Chuck Jones. 

 

LAaRT #157  Friday 10/3/14 at 8:30PM/2030 

Chuck Weber, a distinguished portrait painter found his artistic inspiration from the 

California Impressionists and his emotional motivation from the sheer joy of the work. 

 

 LAaRT #161    Monday 11/24/14 at 7:00PM/1900     6:15 

Allowed unprecedented access to his personal and professional archives, including never-

before-seen home movies, filmmaker Robert Trachtenberg and American Masters offer 

us Bing Crosby Rediscovered. 

 

ISSUE: PERSONAL FINANCE, POVERTY, HUNGER, SOCIAL SECURITY 

 

LAaRT #157  Friday 10/3/14 at 8:30PM/2030         7:24 

The tough times of living life on Los Angeles‘ Skid Row lighten a bit with a weekly 

program designed to bring out the song in anyone‘s heart….Skid Row Karaoke.  

 

 

ISSUE: BUSINESS, EMPLOYMENT, UNIONS 

 

Studio SoCaL #117    Airdate  12/5/14    7:00pm     30 minutes 

―Competitive Gaming: How Video Games Are Changing The World Of Entertainment‖ 

Video games have sold $20 billion more than the music business worldwide and is 

chasing movie industry and theme park revenues. Professional players in E-sports can 

make millions in e-sports, even though they are as young as 13-years-old. We'll explain 

how teens are able to make this much money, and how this industry is changing our 

society. 

 

LAaRT # 158   Monday 10/20/14 at 7:00PM/1900    10:07 

Final Cut King… From on-line tutorials to on-line sensation, Zach King carved out a 

business niche that went viral.   The business of  video editing is explored.   

 

ISSUE: MINORITIES & CIVIL RIGHTS 

 

LAaRT #159  Monday 11/03/14 at 7:00PM/1900      6:32 

Celebrating individual heritage while breaking down barriers, The Voices of LA Festival 

creates cultural mash-ups with harmonious results.  

 

ISSUE: AMERICAN HISTORY/BIOGRAPHY 

 

LAaRT #160   Monday 11/10/14 at 7:00PM/1900    5:48   
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Mia Slavenska was one of the most celebrated ballerinas of the 20th century and now her 

daughter Maria brings to light the story…of this maverick ballerina and a lost time in 

American dance.  

 

ISSUE: CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES 

 

LAaRT #160   Monday 11/10/14 at 7:00PM/1900     7:09  

A tough time behind bars inspired musician Wayne Kramer to offer inmates guitars to 

help them pick up the pieces of their broken lives with the program ―Jail Guitar Doors‖ 

calling on some friends to rock along with him in the process. 

 

ISSUE: ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES, RECYCLING, ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

 

Studio SoCaL #110    Airdate -  10/10/14   7:00pm     30 minutes 

"Southland Drought: What Are The Available Solutions?"   

The biggest local ongoing story this year has been the drought, but despite a lot of talk 

from civic leaders, there have been few decisive actions-- and fewer still of longterm 

solutions.   We explain desalination-- using Southern California's most plentiful resource, 

the ocean-- to help solve the problem, and what is causing the outrage over the idea.  We 

will also talk about broader solutions and their impact: including conservation, and the re-

use of gray water for irrigation.  Guests are:  Debbie Cook, former mayor of Huntington 

Beach and an energy and water environmentalist & activist.  Brett Barbre, of the 

Metropolitan Water District, which provides 22 million residents in Southern California 

with their water. He is pro-desalination, and believes it is one of many solutions to be 

considered.   Mark Thompson, KFI radio host, is an environmental activist and former 

TV weatherman.  He has covered the issue of alternatives for animal dissection in high 

school and community colleges on his podcast and radio show.   Reporter David Nazar 

talked to the company behind the Carlsbad, and proposed Huntington Beach desalination 

plants and will explain the process to us.   

 

Studio SoCaL #112       Airdate 10/24/14   7:00pm     30 minutes 

―The LA River: From Neglected Concrete Ditch To An Oasis In The City‖ 

The LA River is getting a billion dollar makeover, complete with bike paths, bridges, 

parks, art and waterfront businesses.  We'll show the plans, and all the new recreation 

opportunities for Southern California residents.  We'll also talk about the on-going tug-of-

war between environmentalists and big business.   Catherine Gudis spoke, one of the 

founders of Project 51, a collective that is teaching Angelenos ways to reclaim the 51 

mile river and turn it into a grand civic space. 

 

ISSUE: EDUCATION 

 

Studio SoCaL #113   Airdate   10/31/14    7:00pm     30 minutes 

"Can LAUSD be saved?"    

The LA Unified School District is a revolving door for Superintendents, while the quality 

of education has not dramatically changed in decades. What are the new ideas that can 
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help students thrive without breaking the budget?  We'll examine the answers on this 

week's Studio SoCal. Our guest: Larry Sand, Education Advocate. 

 

 

ISSUE: NATIONAL POLITICS & GOVERNMENT 

 

Studio SoCaL #114      Airdate 11/7/14    7:00pm       30 minutes 

―The People Have Spoken, What Does It Mean For Southern California? 

The mid-term elections held this month had voters giving a clear mandate on some 

topics, while raising important issues that were not resolved involving the future of the 

Southland.  

 

ISSUE: WAR, NATIONAL SECURITY & VETERANS ISSUES 

 

Studio SoCaL #115       Airdate 11/15/14   7:00pm     30 minutes 

―Southern Californian Veterans: Behind the Headlines‖ 

Southern California has one of the highest populations of Veterans in the entire country-- 

and sadly many of them are homeless.  We hear firsthand from a local veteran about how 

he survived nine years of homelessness.   There's a lot of buzz about reforms at the V-A -

- which has been plagued by scandals -- the new boss is a former Proctor and Gamble C-

E-O who says he wants to fire a thousand staffers and make the V-A "customer friendly."   

Panelists Robin Umberg,  Retired Brigadier General and former Under-Secretary of the 

California Department of Veterans Affairs; and  retired Army staff sergeant Keith Gren -- 

a formerly homeless veteran -- who lived on the streets of LA.   Keith served 14 years in 

the airborne infantry... in Panama and Somalia. 

 

ISSUE: ECONOMIC ISSUES 

 

Studio SoCaL #116   Airdate  11/22/14   7:00pm    30 minutes 

―Ethical Food, from Farm to Table‖ 

From organic vegetables to fair trade coffee from Africa, Southern Californians like 

being informed about what they eat and drink. We expand the conversation to include 

local Farm laborers, their working conditions, wages, and impact on the Southern 

California Economy. 

 

ISSUE: TRANSPORTATION 

 

Studio SoCaL #118    Airdate  12/12/14    7:00pm     30 minutes 

"Fixing the Problems at LAX" 

The program looks at the list of LAX Passenger's top complaints, the dramatic new 

changes that are coming to LAX as it grows, and whether expanding regional airports 

like Ontario, Bob Hope, Long Beach and John Wayne is a realistic solution to handling 

an overcrowded LAX. Guests: Denny Schneider, President, Alliance for a Regional 

Solution to Airport Congestion and Chairman of the LAX-Community Noise Round 

Table. Denny Schneider has led the fight against increasing air traffic at LAX for the last 

2 decades.  He believes moving airline business to Ontario, Long Beach and John Wayne 
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Airports is the best solution to handle LAX's growing needs. Pro-LAX expansion is Brett 

Snyder, Airport Analyst and President, CrankyFlier.com.   Brett Snyder is a consultant to 

various travel sites and publications, and runs a website for air passengers called 

CrankyFlier.  He believes LAX is not that bad compared with O'Hare and JFK, and that 

moving airline business to regional airports like Ontario is pointless, because the 

residents in those areas can't afford to fly often.  The wealthier population of the 

Westside and the Southbay will not drive to use regional airports. 

 

Studio SoCaL #119   Airdate  12/19/14   7:00pm    30 minutes 

"Tips To Make Air Travel Easier" 

Information comes from the Transportation Security Administration on how to make 

passing through security simpler and quicker.  Did you know that LAX has free parking 

while you wait to pick up your passenger?  We'll have lists of things that will make your 

travel days less stressful this holiday season. Guest:  Nico Melendez, TSA, Dept. of 

Homeland Security 

 


