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North Adams, Massachusetts

ISSUES AND NEEDS REPORT

JANUARY - FEBRUARY - MARCH

COMMUNITY ISSUES IN THE 4TH QUARTER OF 2016

What were some of the issues in our community? Read on.

DOWNING DECIDES TO NOT SEEK RE-ELECTION AFTER 10 YEARS:

State Senator Ben Downing kept a promise he made to himself when he took office... and that
was to not serve more than 10 years. He announced in January that he would not be seeking re-
election. This started a whole slew of rumors and actual potential candidates coming out to
consider running for the seat, including several sitting State Representatives. Northern Berkshire
Community Coalition Adams Hines was the first to announce a run for Downing’s senate seat.

LONG-TIME NORTH ADAMS®' SCHOOLS SUPER ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT:
North Adams Public Schools Superintendent James Montepare announced his retirement at a
School Committee meeting in January. Montepare, who has served as the district's superintendent
since his appointment in 2003, was employed in the district for more than four decades.

MCLA HIRES NEW PRESENDENT:
The Board of Higher Education voted in January to approve the new leader of the Massachusetts
College of Liberal Arts. The new MCLA President, Lee native James Birge, was previously the

president of Franklin Pierce University in Rindge, N.H.

PRICE CHOPPER IN NORTH ADAMS TO CLOSE:
The Price Chopper on State Road in North Adams announced it would close by the end of

February, putting some 57 mostly part-time employees out of work. Employees were informed
that the nearly 60-year-old supermarket would close on February 27th.
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NEWS

This is a sample of news copy presented on the air during a normal
broadcast day.

The Berkshire News Network provides extensive and rounded coverage

of stories throughout Berkshire County. Stories are shared between
stations on a routine basis.
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NA 01-05-16

NORTH ADAMS SCHOOLS SUPERINTENDENT JAMES MONTPARE TO ANNOUNCE RETIREMENT (NA)

North Adams Public Schools Superintendent James Montepare will announce his upcoming retirement
at a School Committee meeting today. The Berkshire Eagle is reparting that Mantepare, who has served
as the district's superintendent since his appointment in 2003, has been employed In the district for
mare than four decades. The timeline of his retirement was not immediately clear yesterday, and he
declined to speak with the meadia until aftar the School Committee's meeting.

COLEGROVE PARK ELEMENTARY WELCOMES STUDENTS BACK TO SCHOOL (NA)

After about four years of vacancy and more than a year of an extensive $30 million renovation project,
about 340 elementary school students and about 80 faculty and staff attended their first day of school
at Colegrove Park Elementary School in North Adams yesterday. North Adams Mayor Dick Alcombright
says that the first day at the new school went well.

ADAMS-CHESHIRE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS IMPROVING (NA)

Both Adams-Cheshire Regional School District elementary schocls have seen increased standardized test
scores. Berkshires.com reports that last month, Superintendent Kristen Gordon was notified that
Cheshire Elementary School moved from a Level 3 on the state's accountability rankings to a Level 2. In a
press release, Gordon added that over the past few years, staff has been increasing efforts to raisa
standardized test scores. Although C.T. Plunkett recelved no level increase this year, Gordon reported
that Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System test scores have risen, including an 86 percent
increase in fifth-graders scoring proficient or advanced in English language arts. The district as a whole
remains at Level 3 because districts are leveled by their lowest performing school.

NORTH ADAMS SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE'S MISSION FULFILLED (NA)

After more than three years, the School Building Committee in North Adams adjourned last night from
what may have been its final meeting. IBerkshires.com reports that its charge had been to shepherd an
elementary school project, a mission essentially completed with the opening on Menday morming of
Colegrove Park Elementary School.” The process really began in 2009 with the closure of Conte Middle
School; eighth-graders were sent to Drury High School and Grades & and 7 to the three elementary

schoaols, causing overcrowding and space issues,

WOULD-BE BERKSHIRE PROVIDER OF MEDICINAL MARIJUANA UNFAZED BY LEGALIZATION PUSH (All)

A nonprofit group seeking state licenses for up to three medical marijuana facilities in the Berkshires is
unconcerned that the proposed legalization of the drug might render such operations financially
unsustainable. The Berkshire Eagle reparts that according to Julia Germaine, a principal in Manna
wWellnass Inc., If recreational marijuana Is legalized through an initiative on the 2016 state ballot, it
shouldn't negatively Impact her group’s plans. She says rather that a section in the initiative gives an
advantage to groups that have been involved in the lengthy state Department of Public Health licensing
process for medical marijuana. Use of the drug for that purpose was legalized through a referendum on
the 2012 state ballot, but only a small group of nonprofits have yet been fully license.



MNA 01-07-16
ADAMS SELECTMEN REACH COMPROMISE ON EMERGENCY DISPATCH REGIONALIZATION (NA)

The Adams Board of Selectmen reached a compromise yesterday that will allow the town to regionalize
its emergency dispatch services while still retaining two of its three full-time dispatchers, The Berkshire
Eagle reports that the 25-year agreement, passed by a four-to-one vote of the board, will result In the
town joining the Berkshire County Sheriff's Office Emergency Communications Center for Its emergency
communication and dispatch services. The transition is not immediate and is contingent on the town
winning a grant to pay for it. The estimated savings to the town will be at least 595,000 annually,

according to Town Administrator Tony Mazzucce.

MACY'S AT THE BERKSHIRE MALL WILL CLOSE (ALL)

There is more bad news for the Berkshire Mall in Lanesborough with the closure of anather anchor retail
store. Macy's has announced that it will close its Berkshire Mall location in the next couple months. The
store announced yesterday that it is closing 40 stores across the country and is cutting up to 4,800 jobs
after disappointing holiday sales. Local employees were told on Wednesday that the store would close
after nine years and that the formal announcement would come today. Macy's, with nearly 80O
locations, is the largest department store by sales in the nation. But it's been battered over the last year
by dropping sales and declining foot traffic at malls. The local closing comes after another major anchor

stare in the mall, Best Buy, closed at the end of October,

SEARCH BEGINS TO REPLACE MONTAPARE (NA)

The School Committee has begun the process of searching for a replacement for Superintendent James
Montepare, who formally announced his retiremeant on Tuesday. The Berkshire Eagle reports that
Montepare, who has 41 yvears of service in the district, will retire April 1st, The committee expects to
have a replacement appointed by March 24 and have that person start work on July 1st.

NORTH ADAMS ARTS COMMISSION LEARNING RESPONSIBILITIES (NA)

The newly established Public Arts Commission In North Adams is feeling out its role as advocate and
arbiter for public art displays. |Berkshires.com reports that the commission held its first meeting recently
to review its establishing language and conslder its next steps. Erica Manviile was elected as chairman.
The commission was created by the City Council a2t the request of Mayor Richard Alcombright, who had

found himself making decisions on public art displays.

ASBESTOS REMOVAL UNDERWAY AT WILLIAMSTOWN MOBILE HOME PARK (NA)

Asbestos abatement is underway at the Spruces Mabile Home Park on Route 2 in Willlamstown, which is
scheduled to be fully decommissionad this year. |Berkshires.com reports that workers in hazardous
material protective gear began work this weak on the former recreation and apartment buildings in the
community, which suffered severe flooding during Tropical Storm Irene in 2011, The town acquired the
park in 2014, The apartment building already has been tarn down, and the recreation building will be

demolished In the coming days, according to officials.



NA 01-12-16
NORTH ADAMS XTRA MART VICTIMS OF UNARMED ROBBERY (NA)

North Adams Police reported an unarmed robbery at the Xtra Mart on Ashland Street around 6:30 p.m.
yesterday, in which a man snatched cash out of a clerk's hand and fled. The Berkshire Eagle reports that
the man was described as 5 foot 10 inches to 5 foot 11 tall, with a scruffy appearance and wearing a
brown baseball cap, brown Carhartt jacket and jeans. Anyone with information should call the police

department.
STRING OF ARMED ROBBERIES IN BENNINGTON (NA)

The town of Bennington is reeling from a string of armed robberies, three since Friday night. The
Berkshire Eagle reports that the first in the recent spate cccurred Friday at the Subway Sandwich Shop
on Morth Street. According to Bennington Police, someone entered the restaurant, pointed a gun at the
two employees there, and demanded money. This was followed by an armed robbery at Paulin's, a gas
station and laundromat, in North Bennington. Just before 7 p.m. someone entered that store waving a
gun 2t the clerk, then fled on foot after taking cash from the register. Early yesterday, two empioyees of
Martin's Maobil Minl Mart were rabbed at gungoint by two men while making a night deposit at a local

bank,
NORTH ADAMS MAYOR TO REQUEST TAX DEBATE DELAY [NA)

North Adams Mayor Richard Alcombright is expected to request a poestponement of debate teday overa
special tax agreement for the developers of tha Graylack Mill, The Berkshire Eagle reports that the
planned five-year tax deal with Greylock Mill developer Latent Productions was set to be heard by the
City Council today, but Alcombright will ask that it hold off on a vote until the proposal is revised.
Deviating from the original proposal announced last week, Alcombright said the developer will now ask
for a longer timeline to fulfill its 518 million investment in the mill.

WILLIAMSTOWN SELECTMEN DISCUSS SAFETY OF MAIN STREET INTERSECTION (NA)

The Board of Selectmen in Williamstown yesterday heard concerns about the safety of a Main Street
intersection. |Berkshires.com reports that David Armet, who was [njured In an accident at the corner of
Main Street and Colonial Avenue, told the board that the site has issues that the town should address,
possibly along with the Massachusetts Department of Transportation. Armet was traveling west on his
motorized scooter on Main Street when he was struck by a car pulling out of the side road. He told the
Selectmen he returned to the intersection to lock at it from the perspective of drivers coming from
Colenial Avenue and determined that road elevation and obstructions combine to create a blind spot for

motorists.
NORTH ADAMS MAN ACQUITTED OF ASSAULT CHARGES (NA)

A North Adams man accused of assaulting a woman several times has been acquitted on all charges.
31 year old Scott Kennedy was found not gullty yesterday on charges of assault and battery on a
pregnant persan and related assault charges. Jurors deliberated for about three hours yesterday after
four days of testimony. Prosecutors alleged that Kennedy had engaged in 3 pattern of assaultive
behavior against the same woman in incidents in April, March and September of last year.



NA 01-21-16
BERKSHIRES, SOUTHERN VT. MAY SEE GLANCING BLOW FROM STORM (All)

The first major winter storm of the season in the Northeast region is expected to hit the coast from New
Yark City to Washinaton, D.C., this weekend. The Berkshire Eagle reports that for the Berkshires and
southern Vermont, it couid be a near-miss, according to a consensus of government and private
forecasters. AccuWeather.com is forecasting only an inch or two of snaw for Berkshire County on
saturday — a bit more south of the MassPike, a bit less north of Pittsfield, Southern Vermont is
expected to see less than an inch in Bennington County, and about an inch In Windham County, which
includes Brattleboro. If that is indeed the case, the area will continue far below normal for winter seasen

sniowfall thus far.

NORTH ADAMS TRAFFIC COMMISSION REJECTS REQUEST TO MODIFY PARKING BAN (NA)

The North Adams Traffic Commission yesterday dismissed a request from a resident to change the
winter parking ban, saying it would open up a "Pandora's box" of problems, I1Berkshires.com repoarts that
Aleksandr Lisser of Veazie Street had requested the City Council revise parking regulations banning night
parking on the street from Nov. 1st to April 31st because his home did not have off-street parking, The
Tratfic Commission noted that Lisser had purchased the house knowing that parking was an issue.

BMC ADDS OBSERVATION BEDS TO SATELLITE EMERGENCY FACILITY IN NORTH ADAMS (NA)

Berkshire Medical Center is adding two observation beds to its Satellite Emergency Facility in North
Adams, which could potentially help avoid the need for inpatient care in some cases. The Berkshire
Eagle reports that the additional beds will be used for monitoring patients with potentially serious
ilinesses for 12 to 16 hours before deciding whether to discharge or transfer them to Pittsfield. The two
riew beds will enly be used for certain conditions and the emergency department doctor will decide
whether or not to keep a patient in North Adams for observation, based on the severity of their

condition.

STATE APPROVES JAMES BIRGE AS MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS PRESIDENT (NA)

The Board of Higher Education voted Tuesday to approve the new leader of the Massachusetts College
of Liberal Arts. The new MCLA President, Lee native James Birge, was previously the president of
Franklin Pierce University in Rindge, N.H., and the interim president at Wheeling Jesuit University in
Wheeling, W.Va. Birge, who has agreed to a contract with the college and will start his new position as

the schools 12th president on March 1st.
FARLEY-BOUVIER PUSHING BILL TO AID RAPE VICTIMS (All)

Third Berkshire State Representative Tricia Farley-Bouvier as pushing a new bill that she says will aid
rape victims, |Berkshires.com reparts that according to Farley-Bouvier, 20 percent of victims who report
the crime regret they did so because of the way they are treated in the justice system. She is pushing a
bill in the State House to provide consistency across the state in how rape cases are handled. The bill
received a hearing on the Judiciary Committee last Wednesday and the Pittsfield Demecrat is hoping it'll

make it to the legisiative floor by the end of the year.



MA 01-22-16
STORM 5HOULD GO EASY ON THE BERKSHIRES {All)

The massive snaw storm that Is going to hit the Nartheast Region beginning tomorrow is still, according
to forecasters, looking like a near miss for the Berkshires. Most forecasts say that we will see some light
snow starting tomorrow night sometime, Other places, such as New York City and Washington, D.C,, are
not going to be so lucky, The forecast in Washingten D.C., according to the Mational Weather Seryice, ic

calling for up to two-feet of snow accumulations,
ADAMS WILL AGAIN SEEK FUNDING FOR MEMORIAL BUILDING {NA)

The town of Adams will again try to secure funds to install 2 new HVAC system Inthe Memorial Building
through this year's Community Development Block Grant program. [Berkshires.com reports that the
Selectmen voted Wednesday to approve this year's CDBG grant program application of 5769,272 for the
continuation of the housing rehab program and the installation of the new energy efficient heating and
tooling system in the former middle scheal. Community Develapment Director Donna Cesan said
5298,000 out of the tatal grant amount will be used to replace the antiquated systern that Is inefficlent

and, because of building code, only allows partial use the bullding,

SKATE PARK, ARMORY BUILDING GETTING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS (NA)

The continued development of a skate park on State Street North Adams and a final phase of
improvements to the Armory Building on Ashland Street are among the projects the city has targeted for
Community Development Block Grant funding. The Berkshire Eagle [s reporting that at a public hearing
on Tuesday, the city announced that it will seek 5276,000 in federal funding for the first phase of the
planned skate park installation at Noel Field on State Street. The city will also use $313,000 to cantinue
rengvations to the parking areas around the armory building.

BENNINGTON POLICE: GUN DISCHARGE AT CHILI'S AN ACCIDENT (NA)

No one was injured, and no charges are being filed after a2 person's firearm accidentally discharged In
the Chili's Bar and Grill, located at the Hannaford Sguare in Bennington on Tuesday, According to police,
they responded to the restaurant at around 5:30pm, after an employee reported that a person had
discharged a firearm inside the restaurant. The person had left by the time the matter was reportad.
Police spoke with pecple at Chili's and were able to identify and locate the person who had the firearm.
Police said a piece of the person's tlothing may have got caughtin the trigger guard, engaging the

trigger.
WILLIAMSTOWN WOMEN WINS UNITED WAY CAR (NA)

A Willlamstown woman listening to her voicemail Wednesday night heard the seund of 200 people
velling congratulations. Kathy Quinn, and employee of Berkshire Children and Families and donor to
Berkshire United Way received the message saying that she had won a brand new 2015 Ford Fiesta
provided by Johnson Dealerships. Quinm was not present at the drawing, which was held at Greylock
Insurance Agency on Wednesday, so John Bissell, Greylock Federal Credit Union president and CEOQ,
hopped on the phone and made the exciting call. Quinn's name was drawn from a raffle basket
containing 8,000 entries, all containing names of Berkshire United Way donors.



MA 01-27-16

IN BERKSHIRE SUPERIOR COURT, ADAMS MAN FACES HIS 5TH OUI CHARGE (NA)

An Adams man, who police saw roll cut of his vehicie during a traffic stop, is being held without bail on
an allegation of a fifth drunk driving charge, 45 year old Steven Cota of East Hoosac Street Cote was
arraigned in Morthern Berkshire District Court on Decamber 14th and, following a dangerousness

hearing, was ordered held without bail until April 8th,
NORTH ADAMS MIOTHER'S JAIL TERM STAYED AS LAWYER ARGUES VERDICT (NA)

4 North Adams mother, 37-year-old Kelly Simonetta, was sentenced to a year in jall yesterday follawing
her conviction last week on child endangerment and drug possession charges. The Berkshire Eagle
reports that the child who overdosed is one of a pair of twins and had to be transported via air
ambulance for treatment at a Springfield hospital. Simonetta’s sentence will be stayed until at least
March while her defense files a motion to have the verdict reconsidered.

POWNAL COUPLE KEPT 2-YEAR-OLD 'LIVING IN SQUALID CONDITIONS' (NA)

Two pecple are facing charges alleging they kept a 2-year-old child living in squalid conditions. The
Bennington Banner reports that 25 year old Timothy Susee and 25 year old Karen Mattisan, both of
Pownal, pleaded not guilty Manday in Vermont Superior Court to one misdemeanor count each of
cruelty to a child under 10 years old. They were released under conditions, Including that that they have
no cantact with the child outside the constraints of a Department for Children and Familles care plan.

NORTH ADAMS CITY COUNCILOR BONA PROPOSES TAX INCENTIVES FOR HOMEOWNERS (NA)

North Adams Councilor Kelth Bona Introduced a proposal yesterday that would provide incentives for
new property owners who renovate their homes, but the program may not be legal under state law. The
Berkshire Eagle reports that Bona’s plan envisions freezing the assessed value of a home as the owner
makes improvements to it. The details of the proposal have yet to be worked out, and the council voted
to refer the plan to its Community Development subcommittee.

NORTH ADAMS' BLACKMER ELECTED TO TOP POST IN MASS MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION (NA)

North Adams City Councilor Lisa Blackmer wiil lead the Massachusetts Municipal Association this year,
the first city resident to do so. |Berkshires.com reports that she's is also the first from Western
Massachusetts to hold the office of president in more than two decades. Blackmer Is hoping that
through her leadership, she'll be able to ensure that Western Mass communities will have a strong voice

in Boston.
WILLIAMSTOWN DOG PARK PROPONENTS WITHDRAW PROPOSAL (NA)

The Willlamstown Board of Selectmen on Monday opened its meeting by announcing the close of a
debate that has snarled another town body this winter. |Berkshires.com reports that the proposal
touched off lengthy discussions at the year's first meetings of the Community Preservation Committee.
Although a relatively modest request for CPA funding of 53,500 was made, the application touched off

the first public discussion of the dog park idea.



NA 01-28-16

NORTH ADAMS DRIVER WHO STRUCK PEDESTRIANS CHARGED WITH OUI (NA)

A 26-year-old Davenport Street man has been charged with drunk driving after he backed into two
pedestrians near a Union Street bar early Tuesday morning, according to North Adams Police, The
Berkshire Eagle reports that four friends told police that they were drinking at the Crystal Hard Hat when
they heard a car honking its horn shortly after midnight. When they went outside to check on the driver
— |ater identified as Steve Whitney — in a nearby parking lot, he shat into reverse and struck two
pedestrians, according to a criminal complaint filed by a North Adams Pelice Officer, Whitney's SUV
rolled aver the legs of one victim, who was later transported to Berkshire Medical Center In Pittsfield,
according to the report. The victims told officers that the driver had fled the scene. Whitney was later

arrested and-showed signs of intoxication.

NORTH ADAMS MAN PLEADS GUILTY TO COCAINE CHARGE, HAS CASE CONTINUED {NA)

The case of a North Adams man, facing a cocaine possession charge from 2014, was continued withouta
finding yesterday. The Berkshire Eagle reparts that 26 year old Robert Scutt Ir., pleaded guilty to the
lone count in Berkshire Superior Court before Judge John Agostini. The case will be continued for one
year, during which time Scutt njust avoid illegal drugs, submit to testing and continue with counseling.
The charge stems from a motar vehicle stop in North Adams on Nov. 13, 2014,

MSBA OKS MOUNT GREYLOCK BUILDING PROJECT BUDGET (NA)

As expected, the Massachusetts School Building Authority yesterday gave the green light for the Mount
Greylock Regional School addition/renovation project. |Berkshires.com reports that the M5BA Board of
Directors unanimously approved a grant of 532,491,074 for the project, Mount Greylock School
Committee Chalrwoman Carolyn Greene reported in a Facebook post. The Williamstown Board of
Selectmen on Monday autherized a warrant for the debt exclusion vote on Tuesday, March 1st: The
Lanesborough select board set its debt exclusion vote for March 15th. In addition, Lanesborough will
hold a Feb. 23rd special town meeting to discuss the school building project.

WILLIAMSTOWN PLANNING BOARD TABLES WAUBEEKA OVERLAY PROPOSAL (NA)

The Williamstown Planning Board on Tuesday night voted to table an idea to create an overlay district to
allow a hotel in South Williamstown — effectively ending the chance the body will bring a bylaw change
proposal to annual town meeting. |Berkshires.com reperts that the board had an agenda item to
continue refining a bylaw It drafted along with Town Planner Andrew Groff to address a request by the
owner of Watbeeka Golf Links. Before such consideration could begin, board member Ann MeCallum
moved that the board set aside the issue until Waubeeka owner Michae! Deep bring the body more

information,

IMPROPER DEMOLITION PROCEDURE COULD MEAN TROUBLE FOR ADAMS (NA)
Two Adams town boards are expressing concerns over what they say was the improper demclition of

two outbuildings on the Hoosac Valley Coal & Grain property. |Berkshires.com reports that Conservation
Commiissioner Thomas Robinson told his commission last week that a citizen had called him about the

building on Cook Street the town took for back taxes. Demaolished was a coal shed with a metal roof and
a building that had already collapsed. He said the demolition took place within a resource area, but the

commission never signed off an the demalition.



MNA 01-29-18
FARLEY BOUVIER WILL NOT SEEK SENATE SEAT (All)

State Representative Tricia Farley-Bouvier made the announcement yesterday that she will run for re-
election for 3rd Berkshire District, and will be forgoing a run for state Senate. The Democrat said
recently that she was considering the possibility of running for the seat that will be left vacant when Ben
Downing's term expires at the end of the year. Downing announced this week that he is not seeking re-
election, Pittsfield City councilor Christopher Connell, meanwhile, recently announced that he will also
be running for the 3rd Berkshire Seat. As for Downing’s Senate seat, State Rep. William "Smitty"
pignatelli, of Lenox, who is finishing his sixth term, told Masslive.com this week that he was seriously

considaring a run.
GENERAL ELECTRIC FILES LETTER OBJECTING TO EPA'S PLANS (All)

The legzl confrontation between GE and the Environmental Protection Agency has escaiated this week
as the company outlined in stark detall its strong objections to the government's proposed "Rest of
River" remedy. The Berkshire Eagle reports that In a letter to EPA officials, GE Vice President of Global
Operations Ann Klee offered an olive branch, saying that GE remains committed to a common-sense
solution that is fully protective to human health and the envirenment. But Klee wrote that
unfortunately, the EPA's intended Rest of River Remedial Action is not such a common-sense solution,
The company declared that it is formally adopting a legal strategy called "formal dispute resolution” in
an effort to bridge the considerable gap between the EPA's plan and GE.

RESIDENTS AFRAID TO GO ON RECORD (NA)

People with information on serious crimes in the town of Bennington are afraid to come forward and
they should not be, according to a local detective investigating the recent string of armed robberies
there. The Berkshire Eagle reports that according to Bennington Palice Detective Larry Cole, people that
come forward with excellent information don't want to get involved, den't want their name on anything,
and won't go to court. Detective Cole speaking Wednesday at a Bennington Neighborhood Watch
meeting, sald they're afraid. He said there is little police can do with information people are not willing
to stand behind. There have been an unusual amount of armed robberies In Benningtan over the past

year,

CHESHIRE WATER USERS VOTE TO BUY TRUCK FOR SUPERINTENDENT (NA)

Cheshire's water users are recommending the purchase of a new three-guarter ton pickup truck with a
plow for the Water Department at a cost of nearly $35,000. Iberkshires.com reparts that the advisory
vote took place Wednesday night after a lengthy and often heated conversation with the water
commissioners. Those who were in attendance at the informational meeting at the Community Center

overwhelmingly agreed to the purchase of a bigger truck with a plow.

BROCKOVICH TO SPEAK AT BENNINGTON COLLEGE (NA)

Erin Brockovich, the famous enviranmental and consumer activist, will speak at Bennington College
tomorrow about water contamination in nearby Hoosick Falls, N.Y, The town hall meeting, announced
Thursday by the New York City law firm Brockovich consults with, will be at the college's Greenwall
Auditorium between noen and 2 p.m. The meeting |s free and open to the public, but seating is on a first

come, first serve basis and subject to capacity.



NA 02-03-16
PIGNATELLI SEEKING RETURN TO HOUSE; NOT RUNNING FOR SENATE (All)

Apparently, none of the Berkshires' House of Representatives delegates are looking to move to the
Senate. 4th Berkshire District Rep. Smitty Pignatelli said yesterday that he will not seek the Senate seat
being left vacant by state Sen. Benjamin Downing, who is not running for re-election. Pignatelll will
instead seek another term in the House, [Berkshires.com reparts that none of the four representatives
in the Berkshires will seek the Senate position. Third Berkshire Rep. Tricia Farley-Bouvier and Pignatelli
had both expressed interest in the Senate seat; Farley-Bouvier said last week she had instead decided to
seek re-election. State Reps. Gailanne Cariddl, of North Adams, and Paul Mark, of Peru, both confirmed

bids for re-election to the house while denying interest in the Senate seat.

PRIMARY VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE COMING UP (All)

City and town clerks are beginning to remind Berkshire County residents that Wednesday, February 10th
is the deadline to register to vote if they want to participate in the Massachusetts Presidential Primary
on March 1st. It's is also the deadline for registered voters who wish to change their party enrollment
either to another party or to “unenrolled.” Unenrolled voters can ask for any party ballot on Primary
Day, but someone registered in a party can only vote on that party’s ballot. If a voter wants to vote fora
candidate in a different party from the one they are registered in now, they must switch to the other
party or to “unenrolled” status by 8 p.m. on February 10th. Your city or town hall may have special

hours to accommodate you, so you may want to check ahead.
CLARKSBURG PURSUING GREEN COMMUNMITIES STATUS (NA)

Clarksburg is moving forward with policies that will allow it to become a state-designated Green
Community, IBderkshires.com reports that among the first steps is instituting an anti-idling policy for
vehicles, doing an in-depth energy analysis of town buildings and updating zoning bylaws. The state has

set five criteria that needs to be met.
GREYLOCK MILL PROJECT ACCEPTED INTO STATE BROWNFIELDS PROGRAM (NA)

The Marth Adams Greylock Mill project has been accepted by Attorney General Maura Healey into the
state's brownfields program, providing liability protection as the property is redeveloped.
IBerkshires.com reports that Greylock Works LLC is proposing an $18 million revamping of the 140-year-
old former textile mill on State Road. The property contains a number of additions and was used after
the textile mill closed for other industrial concerns; including an aluminum anodizing plant and a

machining company.



NA 02-04-16
NBCC DIRECTOR ADAM HINDS MAKING RUN FOR STATE SENATE (All)

it didn’t take long after all four members of the Berkshire Delegations confirmation that none of them
would run for State Senate, faor a candidate to emerge for State Senator Ben Downing's soon to be open
senate seat. Adam Hinds is tossing his hat In for state Senate. Hinds, recently the Shannon Grant
coordinatar for the City of Pittsfield and currently executive director of the Northern Berkshire
Community Coalition in North Adams, formally announced for the seat yesterday afternoon at the Hotel
on North in Pittsfield. The invitation event included some 50 friends, colleagues and supporters, and
local media. Both state Reps. Tricia Farley-Bouver and William "Smitty" Pignatelli had considered

running before deciding to instead seek re-election.
OFFICIALS, PARENTS EXTOL 'OTHER SIDE OF EAGLETON SCHOOL' (GB - interest)

Eagleton School in Great Barrington was described as a high-functioning and "intensely regulated”
operation by school officials and parents on yesterday, just days after five staffers were charged in
connection with the alleged abuse of students, The Berkshire Eagle reports that at a press conference In
the school, Boston attorney Eric MacLeish attempted to fight off what he referred to as "unfounded
rumors” and “accusations” of systemic problems, instead offering "the other side of Eagleton School.”
He also questioned the scale of the law enforcement raid of the school Saturday night and took issue
with the Berkshire district attorney's suggestion that a "terrible situation” had been uncavered there,
which MacLeish sald led to an outsized "media frenzy." Federal, state and local law enforcement officials
descended on the campus on Saturday to execute a search warrant in connection with the investigation

of the alleged abuse of students at the school,
MOUNT GREYLOCK ADVISORY COUNCIL SEEKS SUMMIT-CAM OPTIONS (NA)

The Mount Greylock Advisory Council will look for creative ways to return the summit camera to the
mountain. |Berkshires.com reports that Mount Greylock Supervisor Alec Gillman told the Mount
Greylock Advisory Council last week that because of funding challenges, the summit cam has not been
operational for several months. He said the issues cannot be quelled by a anetime grant, but rather a
constant stream of funds. He added that it is difficult to bring a vendor on board. State Rep. Gailanne
Cariddi, of North Adams, meanwhile sald the proposed state budget is not good news for the
Department of Conservation and Recreation and other such agencies. She said the governor's
retirement program also hit the parks hard and many employees who opted in have left positions that

may not be filled.
CHESHIRE TAKES NEXT STEPS IN ELECTRICAL AGGREGATION (NA)

Cheshire will begin the process of choosing a preferably green electricity supplier through Colonial
Power Group. |Berkshires.com reports that Mark Cappadona, a Colonial Power Group representative,
told the Selectmen on Tuesday that the state Department of Public Utilities has approved the town's
ability to join an electrical aggregation other than what National Grid provides. This will allow Cheshire

to choose an electrical power supplier from the marketplace.



NA 02-09-16
PRICE CHOPPER IN NORTH ADAMS TO CLOSE (NA)

The Price Chopper on State Road in Morth Adams is expected to close by the end of the month, putting
some 57 mostly part-time employees out of work. IBerkshires.com reports that employees were
reportedly informed yesterday morning that the nearly 60-year-old supermarket would close on
February 27th. Mayor Richard Alcombright said that after learning of the closure he spoke with Goiub
about opportunities for employees. He said it was a sad day for the workers and the many residents of

the West End who have depended on the grocery for years.

POWNAL MAN ACCUSED OF SECUAL ABUSE (NA)

A Pownal man is being held at 510,000 bail after being accused of sexually abusing a child over a period
of years, The Bennington Banner reports that 36 year old Frank Burdick, of Pownal, is being charged with
the repeated aggravated sexual assault of a child, according to Verment State Police.

BENNINGTON MAN FACING SECOND DEGREE MURDER CHARGE (NA)

A Bennington man is facing a second degree murder charge after police say he sold heroin to another
man who died from the resulting overdose. The Bennington Banner reports that 36 year old Trevar
Shepard, of Bennington pleaded not guilty yesterday in Vermont Supericr Court to second degree
murder, two counts of aggravated assault by administering a drug, one count of trafficking heroin
transported into the state, and several other drug related charges,

CLEAN ENERGY CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED (All)

Fighting climate change and alleviating hunger and homelessness were a few of the big issues discussed
at Thursday night’s kick-off meeting of Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts’” MASSPIRG chapter. The
Berkshire Edge.com reports that this semester the student advocacy group is focusing its efforts on
climate change. MASSPIRG's campaign to repower Massachusetts with 100 percent clean and
renawable energy comes at a time when public concern about climate change is a prominent Issue of

discussion.
NORTH ADAMS LIBRARIAN TO RETIRE AFTER 30 YEARS [NA)

Longtime library employee in North Adams, Robin Martin, intends to retire in early May and library
officials say they'll feel her absence keenly. |Berkshires.com reports that not only are they losing an
experienced employee of 30 years, but her departure as adult reference services librarian may lead to a
cascade of staffing issues. Library Director Mindy Hackner told the trustees Monday that there are a lot
of patrons who would like to hanor her service, Hackner said she plans to advertise the position even

though the current children's librarian is qualified.
BERKSHIRE SCENIC RAILWAY PLOTS SUMMER COURSE (NA)

As the Berkshire Scenic Railway Museum continues to plot a course for the coming summer, it's looking
for help from the community to get the final mile of rail built to complete the route to the new Adams

station in fiscal 2017.



NA 02-15-16
WINTER WEATHER ADCISORY STORY (All)

The national weather service In Albany has issued a winter-weather advisory for the Berkshires calling
for freezing rain... sleet and snow that [s in effect from 1 pm today untfl to 10 am tomorrow. We could
see snow and total sleet accumulation of 1 to 4 inches, along with a tenth to a quarter of an inch of ice
aver the course of the advisory period. Forecasters say that snow will develop from south to north this
afternoon and transition to sleet and freezing rain this evening before changing to all rain tomorrow
morning. A winter-weather advisory means that periods of snow.., sleet... or freezing rain will cause
travel difficulties. Be prepared for slippery roads and limited visibilities... and use caution while driving.

STATUS OF ADAMS-CHESHIRE SUPERINTENDENT UNCLEAR (NA)

The Adams-Cheshire Regional School Committee is keeping mum on the recent absence of its
superintendent. IBerkshires.com reports that Kristen Gordon has not been at her post for at leasta
week or more. School officials have declined to clarify if she is still employed by the district. The Schoaol
Committee held an executive session on Thursday, February 4th, at Cheshire Elementary School to
discuss a personnel matter, using standard wording in the agenda that included the possibility of
someone being disciplined or dismissed. School Committee Chalrman Paul Butler would not say if

Gordan was the subject of that meeting or if a vote had been taken.
NORTH ADAMS COMMITTEE TO ADDRESS AIRBNB, UBER REGULATION (NA)

Visitors looking for a hotel in North Adams will only find a few options. The Berkshire Eagle reports
however that those whao expand their search to include Airbnb — an online platform that connects
renters and homeowners with people seeking a place to stay — will find more than 150 nearby choices.
The North Adams City Councll has agreed to form an ad hoc committee to discuss how to address new
phenomena such as Airbnb and similar Internet-based, "shared economy" services like the ridesharing
apps Uber and Lyft. Prompted by Council President Benjamin Lamb, the proposed five-member
committee will discuss two main points: the safety regulations and taxation of these services.

LAWMAKERS DISCUSS BALANCING BUDGET PRIORITIES (All)

The Berkshire delegation said Friday that the decrease in state income tax will make it difficult to fully
fund programs. |Berkshires.com reports that Massachusetts voters approved in 2000 a formula that
reduces the income tax if state revenues hit certain targets. The state income tax has dropped from 5.85
percent to now, in 2016, 5.1, The decrease translates to less revenue going to state coffers with this

year's losses estimated at 575 million.
WILLIAMSTOWN SCHOOL BUDGET LOOKS AT STAFF REDUCTIONS (NA)

Williamstown Elementary School is looking to cut three teachers to offset rising health insurance
costs. IBerkshires.com reports that citing a 14 percent Increase in health insurance cest and a need to
make the district's budget more sustainable, School Superintendent Douglas Dias told the School
Committee on Wednesday his preliminary fiscal 2017 budget includes a reduction of three teachers
from current staffing levels. Two teachers in the preschool program, called Side by Side, urged the

committee to reconsider that cut.



NA 02-16-16
ICY AND SLUSHY START THIS MORNING (All)

It's an Icy and slushy start to the morning commute in the Berkshires. Yesterday's snow turned to frozen
rain overnight, but with the Berkshires deep-freeze now on hiatus, heavy rains and warmer
temperatures in the 50's taday will make for slushy and messy roads. Side streets and residential streets
will be especially messy until road crews have had an opportunity to get to them all.

NORTH ADAMS RESIDENTS INJURED IN VERMONT CRASH (NA)

Two North Adams rasidents were injured on Sunday when their car slid off the road and crashed into a
tree. The Berkshire Eagle reports that 34 year old Joelle Peterson was driving 8 1999 Subaru Legacy on
Main Road in Stamford when it slid on an icy patch of snow, according to Vermont 5tate Police. Peterson
was unable to maintain control of the vehicle and it veered off of the road and struck the tree. Her
passenger, 36 year old Zachariah Chaffy suffered a broken hip in the crash, according to police. Petersan
escaped with minor abrasions. Both were transported to Berkshire Medical Center in Pittsfield.

ADAMS-CHESHIRE SUPERINTENDENT SAYS STILL ON THE JOB (NA)

The Adams-Cheshire Regional School Committee is keeping mum on the recent absence of its
superintendent. But Kristen Gordon says she's still in charge. Gordon has not been at her post in the
district for at least a week or more and school officials have declined to clarify if she is still employed by

the district. Gordon told iBerkshires.com yesterday, that she is most certainly still employed by the
district. She said in a letter to the publication that she is the Superintendent and has been warking from

home and also from afar for personal reasons that she did want to discuss because some are of a
sensitive nature to others.

ADAMS CEMETERY COMMISSION QUESTIONS MONUMENT INSPECTIONS (NA)

No meney has been placed in the Adams Cemetery Maintenance account over the past faw months
because contractors have not applied for permits for memorial foundation pouring. IBerkshires.com
reports that commission member Lawrence Clairmont told the Cemetery Commission on Thursday last
week that the three contractars who pour the memorial foundations are required to pay the $15
inspection permit. This money goes directly into the account. Chairman Bruce Shepley said he will send
letters out to contractors reminding them that they have to apply for permits.

HIGHLAND WOODS TO ACCEPT FIRST TENANTS TUESDAY (NA)

Willlamstown's new senior housing project threw open its doors on Friday to current and former town
officials who helped make the project a reality. IBerkshires.com reports that it begins welcoming its first
crop of residents today. Highland Woods is a 40-unit affordabie housing project built partly with town
funds on land donated by Williams College, This week, it begins welcoming the dozen former or current
residents of the Spruces Mobile Home Park. Mast Spruces residents have long since found new homes
since Tropical Storm Irene devastated the park in 2011



nA 02-17-16
2 DRIVERS SERIOUSLY HURT AFTER HEAD-ON CRASH ON ROUTE 8 (NA)

A 19-year-old Narth Adams waman driving on Route 8 in Lanesborough yesterday morning collided
head-on with a box truck and was later transported to Baystate Medical Center in Springfield, The
Berkshire Eagle reports that the crash caused serious injury to both vehicles' drivers. The crash occurred
around 9:30am near the Route 8/0Id State Road intersection. Samantha Scutt, the woman later
transported to Baystate, required extrication by first responders. 50 year old Carl Gasco, of Millbury was
also sent Berkshire Medical Center, suffering broken legs and possible internal injuries, according to
police. Scutt will be issued a marked lanes violation for veering into the opposite lane.

PITTSFIELD MAN FACING OUI DRUGS CHARGE IN NORTH ADAMS CRASHES (NA, P)

A Pittsfield man [s facing charges that he was under the influence of drugs this weekend when he who
drove into a parked car and a streetlight. The Berkshire Eagle reports 29 year old Llayd Vanderbaugh Jr.
was seen driving a pickup truck erratically around 5pm Saturday as he turned from Main Street onto
Marshall Street in North Adams, hefare striking a vehicle near the Brewhaha cafe, according to North
Adams Police. A bystander tried to prevent Vanderbaugh from driving away —but he did anyway,
striking a streetlight about a tenth of a mile away, according to witnesses. Vanderba ugh allegediy told
police he was unaware that he had struck the vehicle and continued driving. His blood-alcahol level was
below the legal limit, but he appeared close to falling over, according to the police report. He admitted
to taking four sleeping pills that are not prescribed to him about an hour prier to driving the vehicle.

FORMER STATE WORKER IN BENNINGTON ADMITS TO SELLING HEROIN (NA)

A former state employee has received a suspended sentence far dealing hercin, 35 year old Kacey
Caprarl, of North Adams, pleaded guilty in Vermont Superior Court to a felony count of selling heroin,
and violating release conditions. She was sentenced to serve between two and four years In prison, all of
which was suspended. She will be on probation until February of 2018, As part of the agreement she
cannot be discharged early, The Department of Corrections will have to approve where she lives, can
restrict whom she associates with, and.can Impose a curfew.,

FORUM DETAILS PLANS, COSTS OF NEW MOUNT GREYLOCK SCHOOL (NA)

Fourth graders in Williamstown and Lanesborough this year will be the first class to start a school year In
newly renovated classrooms at Mount Greylock Regianal School - that's if the two towns vote to
approve funding the project. iBerkshires.com reports that Williamstown residents will vote on the debt
exclusion question an March 1st when they go to the polls to vote in the presidential election primary.
Lanesborough residents, also voting in the presidential election primary will be asked to return to the
polls on March 15th for a separate vote on the debt exclusion. Prior to the baliot vote, the Board of
Selectmen in Lanesborough will alse hold a special town meeting on February 237,



MNA D2-1B-16
30 ARRESTED ON DRUG CHARGES (NA)

Police say they have arrested 30 people, many between Bennington and Rutiand Counties, for allegedly
selling herain and cocaine. The Bennington Banner is reporting that according to the Vermont Drug Task
Force, many of the arrests were conducted Tuesday and that 12 people are cited to appear In Vermont
Superior Court, either in Bennington or Rutland counties. Ten more are facing federal indictments, these
being from arrests that have taken place over the past weeks. One person from Bennington is still being
sought by police. A release from the task force says that all of these arrests were the culmination of
enforcement efforts over the past year, specifically targeting individuals involved in the distribution of

illicit drugs.
DRIVER OF SUV THAT HIT BRTA BUS IN CHESHIRE CHARGED WITH OUI DRUGS (NA)

An Adams woman is facing charges for allegedly being under the influence of drugs when she drove
head-on into a bus in Cheshire last December. 35 year old Anne Harrington, of East Hoosac Street, was
arraigned yesterday on three misdemeanors and a civil infraction in the crash. She pleaded not guilty in
Northern Berkshire District Court to single counts of operating under the influence of drugs, negligent
operation of a motor vehicle, operating a motor vehicle with a suspended license, and a marked lanes
violation, She was released on personal recognizance and is scheduled to return for a pretrial hearing on

April 4th,
ADAMS GETS GREEN COMMUNITIES CHECK (NA)

The town of Adams has gotten a 5166,865 Green Communities check from the state to underge clean
energy and energy efficiency projects. Town Administrator Tony Mazzucco presented the "big check” to
the Selectmen at Wednesday's meeting. IBerkshires com reports that the state designated 19 cities and
towns last December as new "Green Communities.” On Friday, Gov, Charlie Baker awarded roughly
$1,087,000 for six towns In Western Massachusetts, including Adams, Egremont and Stockbridge. Some
155 communities in the state have become Grean Communities under the program.

SOLID WASTE DISTRICT MAY RECEIVE FREE SENIOR HELP (NA)

The Northern Berkshire Solid Waste Management District may utilize the senjor worker program to ease
the transition to a new program coordinator, |Berkshires.com reports that Program Coordinator Sandy
Totter told the commissioners last week that the district may be able to hire a senior that she can teach
befare her retirement at the end of the year, This senior would still be on board when the district hires a
new coordinator. Totter said the program is federally funded and the district could have extra help for

20 hours a week,

MARKETS IN ADAMS TO BE PRIVATELY RUN (NA)
The Adams Farmers and Artisans Market will continue this summer thanks to a group of private citizens

who have agreed to run the event. The Berkshire Eagle reports that after the town announced recently
that it would no longer provide financial support for the weekly markat, Adams residents Ashley
Priester, Kelly Field and Glen Field announced this week that they will take the reins. A post on the
market's Facebook page noted that Priester has a background in organizing local events and the Fields

are avid farmers.



NA 02-22-16

CLINTON, SANDERS CAMPAIGNS KICK OFF LOCAL SUPER TUESDAY PUSH (All)

Campaigns for Bernie Sanders and Hillary Clinton have begun the lacal push in anticipation for Super
Tuesday, |Berkshires.com reports that on Saturday, volunteers from the Sanders campaign began
canvassing efforts whlle valunteers fram the Clinton campaign opened an office toserve as a local
headgquarters, Both candidates are seeking the nomination for the Demaocratic Party in the presidential
race. 100 or 50 volunteers knocked on doors In Narth Adams, Great Barrington, Adams, Pittsfield, and
Dalton this past weekend. This week the national campaign Is expected to bring in additional resources,

DEMOCRAT BERNIE SANDERS TO HOLD RALLY AT UMASS-AMHERST (ALL)

Democratic presidential hopeful Bernie Sanders is making a campaign stop in Massachusetts. The
Vermont senator will hold a rally today at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst. The rally will be
held at the Mullins Memorial Center. Doors open at 4:30 p.m. The program begins at 7 p.m. The event is
cpen to the public, but admissicn is.on a first come, first served basis. The event comes about a week
ahead of the state's presidential primary, scheduled for March 1st.

HISTORIC GOULD FARM IN ADAMS LISTED FOR SALE (NA)

Gould Farm, a historic town farmhouse sitting atop more than 200 acres adjacent to the Greylock Glen
in Adams, has been listed for sale by Steepleview Realty after earlier marketing attempts by the owner
failed to generate interest. The listing names an asking price just shy of 780,000, The farmhouse dates

back to the early 1500s.

BAIL LOWERED FOR NORTH ADAMS STABBING SUSPECT AMID SELF-DEFENSE CLAIM (NA)

A North Adams man accused in a stabbing last April had his bail lowered his week after his attorney
argued the incldent was in self-defense, The Berkshire Eagle reports that Keith Larrabee has been held
on 550,000 bail since the altercation, which began with the 20 year old Larrabee assaulting a 16-year-old
before stealing his hat and necklace after a marijuana deal gane bad, prosecutors allege.

DONOR BRINGING THE SUN'S POWER TO THE WILLIAMSTOWN YOUTH CENTER (NA)

A private donor is teaming up with Willlams College to fund a solar installation project on the roof of the
Williamstown Youth Center, which is expected to save the center as much as 90 percent on its power
costs. The Berkshire Eagle reports that according to David Rempell, the youth center's executive
director, one of the center's supporters was interested in paying for a solar project over a 5-year period.
The "very generous donor,” Sheila Stone, wanted to fund the $350,000 project with five annual
installments, but for such a project, the costs are paid up front, One of the center's Board of Directors
brought the matter to the attention of Williams College. College officials then offered to pay the up
front-cost in the form of a no-interest bridge loan, and the donor would pay the lean back with annual

installments,



NA 02-23-16

ADAMS TEEN CRASHES CARGO TRUCK AFTER FAILING TO STOP [NA)

Three Adams residents were injured on Friday after rolling a Budget rental cargo truck. The Bennington
Banner reports that Rutland County Law Enforcement attempted to stop the truck southbound on US
Route 7 while the operator, 19-year-old Matthew Megaro, allegedly drove erratically in and out of
merging traffic, passing vehicles and crossing into the northbound lane. The truck then flipped and slid
anto the shoulder of the road and down an embankment. Two occupants were brought to
Southwestern Vermont Medical Center for treatment and were released. Megaro was transported to
Albany Medical Center by Bennington Rescue to administer leg and facial injuries. He was charged with
attempting to elude, excessive speed, grossly negligent operation and reckless endangerment.

ADAMS-CHESHIRE STRUGGLING TO MEET BUDGET GOALS (NA)

The Adams-Cheshire Regional School District is attempting to cut more than $360,000 from the fiscal
2017 school budget to meet the expectations of its two member towns. |1Berkshires.com however
reports that different state formulas for calculating the towns' assessments are making it difficult to
figure how much to cut. Business Manager David Hinkell that to meet the towns' targeted assessment

increases the budget must be cut by approximately 5369,000.

CLARKSBURG FINDS NEW TOWN ACCOUNTANT (NA)

The Clarksburg Select Board last week found a new town accountant. Donna Estes was selected for the
10-hour post after meeting town officials. She has the municipal experience and Is currently town
accountant for Williamstown.

RUPTURED PIPE DAMAGES WILLIAMSTOWN SENIOR HOUSING PROJECT ABOUT TO OPEN (NA)

Damage from a burst pipe has set back by months the opening of half of the $8.5 million Highland
Woods senior affordable housing project in Willlamstown as new tenants were set to move in. The
Berkshire Eagle reports that during a recent stretch of frigid temperatures, a 2-inch pipe In the attic
froze — and then ruptured — damaging walls, insulation and other infrastructure in half the 40-unit
building. Officials say it may take three months or more before that half is repaired and again is ready to

oceupy.
POWNAL SELECT BOARD MULLS ADDING TOWN ADMINISTRATOR (NA)

Should elected officials in Pownal consider creating a town administrator or town manager position?
The Berkshire Eagle reports that is one question set to go before voters at the annual Pownal Town
Meeting on February 29th. Select Board members seemed to be in agreement Thursday that it's
something warth studying. The article asks whether the town should approve hiring a town
administrator or manager to work under the Select Board. Members agreed they needed more
infarmation, including what specific duties the administrator would be responsible for.



NA 02-25-16

APARTMENT COMPLEX CONDEMNED AFTER 'UNLIVABLE' CONDITIONS DISCOVERED [NA)

Rats, manths of uncollected garbage, faulty heating and electrical systems, roof leaks, mold and more
prompted North Adams regulators to condemn an eight-unit High Street apartment complex yesterday
afternoon, The Berkshire Eagle reports that sources who asked to remain anonymous say the
apartments at 35 and 37 High St. had been "unlivable" for months, but it took numerous reparts,
reaching all the way to Mayor Alcombright, before a 3pm city inspection confirmed the tircumstances. It
resulted in condemnation of the building and prompt efforts to relocate the affected tenants, A total of

24 people — 13 of them children — were living inside the eight units.
NOT ALL NORTH ADAMS COUNCILORS HAPPY WITH COMMENTING RULES (NA)

Two North Adams city councilors are concerned that keeping a forum for audience members to speak
will cause problems. |Berkshires.com reports that the new Rules of Order restore hearing of visitors at
the beginning of City Council's meeting, allowing visitors to speak for up to twao minutes on agenda
itemns or matters, City Councilor Keith Bona said his concern is that visitors may refer to individuals or
businesses who would not be able to respond and that the changes in Open Meeting Law limit

councilors' ability to speak on issues.
UPTO 4 1/2 YEARS FOR NORTH ADAMS MAN WHO HID DRUGS IN PC (NA)

A North Adams man caught stashing about 95 grams of heroin inside a computer tower in his Union
Street home last year has been sentenced to up to 4 1/2 years in prison. 27 year old Christopher
Therrien was arrested August 18th after the Berkshire County Drug Task Force found a plastic bag with
the drugs stashed Inside the locked computer tower, Judge John Agostini sentenced himta 3 1/2to 4
1/2 years at the Massachusetts Correctional Institution at Cedar Junction,

NORTH ADAMS MAYOR JOINS STATEWIDE ANTI-STIGIMA CAMPAIGN (NA)

North Adams Richard Alcombright is a passionate advocate for people with mental health and substance
use issues, |Berkshires.com reports that the mayor of North Adams is taking his adveocacy a step further,
signing on to “CEOs Against Stigma", the statewide workplace campaign created by the state chapter of
the National Alliance on Mental iliness. Alcombright is the first municipal leader in the commonwealth

ta join the campaign.,
LANESBOROUGH TOWN MANAGER PRESENTS 510.5M BUDGET (NA)

Lanesborough Town Manager Paul Sieloff's propose budget calls for a $129,271 increase over this
year. |Berkshires.com reports that the largest driver to the budget is employee benefits with some
5132,221 worth of increases for health insurance, retiree benefits, Medicare, and school employee
health insurance. School health insurance is penned in to see a 564,348 increase while retirement
benefits are expected to increase by $28,420; group Insurance up by 536,773, and Medicare expenses
by 52,680. Sieloff says the overall budget is up a little over 5120,000 from last year's budget,



MA 02-29-16

WILLIAMSTOWN COUPLE CHARGED IN HIT-AND-RUN CRASH THAT LEFT WOMAN IN COMA (NA)

A Williamstown couple is facing multiple charges in the hit-and-run incident earller this month that left a
woman in a coma. 71 year old Sally Gould, and 69 year old John Gould, both of White Daks Road in
Williamstown, were arrested at the Willlamstown Paolice Station at about 12:45 p.m. Sally Gould was
charged with leaving the scene of a personal injury accident; and misleading, impeding and obstructing a
police investigation. lohn Gould was charged with misleading, impeding and obstructing an
investigation. 54 year old Cheryl LeClaire, of White Oaks Road in Willlamstown, was struck by a vehicle
February 9th while walking her dog along the 1000 block of North Hoosac Road, A passing motarist

found her lying in the road unresponsive about 6:30 p.m.
POLICE SEEK SUSPECT IN ARMED ROBBERIES IN WILLIAMSTOWN AND POWNAL (NA)

Authorities are seeking the public's help in tracking down a suspect in armed robbery incidents Saturday
in both Williamstown and Pownal. The Berkshire Eagle reports that about two hours apart, A masked
man brandished a handgun In The Spirit Shop on Cole Avenue at arcund 8:22pm. The man fled the store
after a brief argument with the clark and without taking any cash or store merchandise. Vermont State
Police are reporting a similar armed robbery at about 10:20 p.m. Saturday at the Stewart's Shop on
Reute 7, just north of the Williamstown line. No one was reperted injured in elther Incident,

AN OWNER OF THE HUB, NEW HAMPSHIRE MAN ARRESTED IN DRUG BUST (NA)

One of the owners of downtown eatery The Hub in North Adams was arrested alongside a New
Hampshire man after authorities allegedly found hard drugs on the pair during a motor vehicle stap. The
Berkshire Eagle reports that 45 year old Matthew Schilling, of Narth Adams, co-owner of The Hub at 55
Main Street, and 33 year old Scott Kastner, of Manchester were arraigned in Northern Berkshire District
Court on drug possession charges Friday. Schilling pleaded not guiity on Friday In Northern Berkshire
Court to charges of possession class A, B and C substances with intent to distribute, Kastner pleaded not

gullty to a charge of possession of a class B substance,

ADAMS SHELTER WELCOMES NORTH ADAMS DOGS (NA)

After years of looking for an alternative to its decrepit house on the hill, North Adams has a new
temporary animal shelter — in Adams. The Berkshire Eagie reports that under a somewhat informal
agreement in place for the last several months, the town has allowed North Adams to utilize its small
dog pound on East Road as an alternative to the city's dilapidated shelter on Reservoir Road, Officials
from the two towns say they'll reassess how sharing the service worked In the spring or summer and
determine whether ar not to reach a permanent, official agreement.



NA 03-01-16
PRESIDENTIAL HOPEFULS KEEPING A CLOSE EYE ON MASSACHUSETTS (All)

Voters in The Berkshires, across the state, and In each of the Super Tuesday Primary states, are making
their way to the polls today. Democrats Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders are locked in a close race as
they try to secure their party's nomination. While Clinton has much of the Democratic establishment
behind her, Sanders is banking on strong support from the state's college-age yoters to help keep his
candidacy afloat. Republican voters will choose between the five remaining candidates — Donald
Trump, Marco Rubio, Ted Cruz, John Kasich (Kay-sick) and 8en Carson. Although Trump has held a solid
lead in most polls, Kasich is hoping for a strong second place finish, Tuesday's primaries are as much
about rounding up delegates as winning individual states. Most polling locations in Massachusetts are

open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

CLINTON REMEMBERS PITTSFIELD (Oh Boy!)

Presidential hopeful, Hilary Clinton made a campaign stop in the City of Springfield yesterday. During a
campaign event at the Wood Museum of History, the candidate mentioned Pittsfield’s Colonial Theatre
when referencing her visit to Pittsfleld when she was First Lady to President Bill Clinton, The stop was
one of handful for Clinton yesterday. Bernie Sanders alse made campaign appearances around the state

yesterday,

A RECORD NUMBER OF MASSACHUSETTS VOTERS EXPECTED FOR PRIMARY (NA)

A record number of Massachusetts voters could cast ballots in today's presidential primaries, although
maost of those eligible to vote are not expected to do so, according to the state's top elections officer,
The State News Service reports that according to Secretary of State William Galvin, interest in the
Republican contest, which features multiple candidates could drive overall turnout north of 42 percent,

WILLIAMSTOWN VOTERS TO WEIGH IN ON SCHOOL BUILDING PROJECT (NA)

Presidential primary voters in Willlamstown will also be voting on a debt exclusion proposal to allow
funding for the $64.8 millicn high school building project, for which the state would pay approximately
60 percent of the reimbursable cost, without impacting the town's 2 1/2 tax increase limit, The Berkshire
Eagle reports that the Massachusetts School Building Authority has pledged $33.2 million in state
funding toward the cost of the project. The local share of the cost would be between $31.5 million and

$35.3 million.

DISSOLUTION OF NORTH ADAMS HOUSING ORGANIZATION MOVING FORWARD (NA)

Housing Authority Executive Director Jennifer Hohn reported yesterday that the dissolution of Housing
Opportunities Inc. In North Adams is on track, IBerkshires.com reports that Hohn told the commissioners
the 25-year-old affordable housing program that the board voted to dissolve and transfer assets ta tha
city is "ongoing and moving forward." The board voted last year, after a three-year process, to disband
the program that shared a board of directors and administrative staff with the Housing Authority,



NA 03-02-16
CLINTON SORES IN DELEGATES WITH MASS. VICTORY, TRUMP WINS {All)

It was a hard-fought win for Hillary Clinton in Massachusetts yesterday, helping her solidify her overall
cvelegate lead so far over Bernie Sanders. Donald Trump also won the Republican primary whilz also
SCOring big victories across the country on Super Tuasday. CBS News projected the win for Trump
immediately after polls closed In the Bay State. Clinton was declared the winner just after 11:30pm.
Earlier exit poll results showed Donald Trump was favored by Republican voters across the board in the
Massachusetts primary while Democratic voters were divided, reflecting the close race between Hillary
Clinton and Bernie Sanders. Clinton backers also cited her experience and potential to beat the

Republican nominee in November.

MOUNT GREYLOCK SCHOOL PROJECT WINS DECISIVE VICTORY IN WILLIAMSTOWN (NA)

Williamstown Voters yesterday overwhelmingly approved taking on maore than $20 milllon in debt to
rebuild and rencvate Mount Greylock Regional Schocl. IBerkshires.com reports that the final tally was a
decisive 2,226 to 351, with some 84 percent of voters choosing to approve excluding the debt from
Proposition 2 1/2 restrictions. The entire project to renovate and add on to the 50-year-old school is

pegged at 564.8 million.
RICHMOND ATTORNEY SET TO RUN FOR SENATE SEAT (All)

A Richmond woman says that she will enter the race for the Democratic nomination for the state Senate
district seat now held by Sen. Ben Downing, who has decided against seeking re-election. The Berkshire
eagle reports that Andrea Harrington, an attorney with a Great Barrington law firm, said she will make
her formal campaign announcement 10am on March 8th at the Public Market In West Stockbridge,
which is owned by her husband, Timothy Walsh. The 52-town Berkshire-Hampshira-Franklin district has
been represented by Downing, a Pittsfield Democrat, for the past 10 years. The only other declared
candidate in the race thus far is Adam Hinds, the former Shannon Grant Coordinator for the City of

Pittsfield.

31/2 YEARS IN JAIL FOR MAN CAUGHT UP IN NORTH ADAMS DRUG RAID (NA)

A Broeklyn man who got caught up in a North Adams raid last year has been sentenced to 3 1/2 years in
jail on a trio of drug charges. The Berkshire Eagle reports that 37 year old Naim Moore admitted he was
in the Bracewell Avenue home whan members of the Berkshire County Drug Task Force executed a
search warrant on November 3rd and found about 13.1 grams of crack cocaine, split into 26 individual
packages, and approximately 23 grams of the stimulant ethylone.

WILLIAMSTOWN COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE REJECTS 3 PROJECTS (NA)

The Willlamstown Community Preservation Committes has recommended that town meeting fund six
projects to the tune of 5154,421. |Berkshires.com reports that the committee at its Februa ry 23rd
meeting voted to send just six of nine active applications for Community Preservation Act funds ta May's
annual town meeting. The CPC rejected three projects outright and reduced the request of a third
applicant by $11,500. A 10th applicant, the South Williamstown Community Association, has withdrawn

its initial application.



NA 03-04-16

UNITED INDEPENDENT PARTY ENROLLMENT THWARTED SOME AT POLLS (All)

Not every voter who went to the polls on Tuesday was able to cast a ballot for their chaoice for president.
The reason, reports the Berkshire Eagle.., that the persan's voter registration status did not allow them
to vote in the party primary In which thelr candidate was competing — normally a problem for & faw
voters, according to North Adams City Clerk Marilyn Gameau, but one compounded this year because of
the appearance of the new United Independent Party. Gomeau said some voters showed up wanting to
cast ballots in one of the major party contests only to learn that they were registered as a UIP voter and
could only receive that ballot, which had no candidates listed. Gameau sald those vaters insisted that
they were not registered with any party. The problem affected other voters across the state, not only in

MNorth Adams.
WILLIAMSTOWN LOOKING AT REVERSE 911 NOTIFICATIONS [NA)

A little more than an hour after an attempted armed robbery on Cole Avenue, in Williamstown Saturday
night, a text alert from Williams College warned members of its community, but the town does not have
areverse 911 system to alert townspeople about similar incidents. [Berkshires:.com reparts thatan
Sunday, Police Chief Kyle lohnson said the idea of instituting reverse 911 has been discussed in town in

the past, and those discussions continue.

ADAMS TO CLEAN UP LITTERED SYRINGES (NA)

The Board of Health in Adams Is looking at options to keep syringes and other sharps off the strests,
|Berkshires.com reparts that board member Bruce Shepley reported at Wednesday's meeting that the
discarded sharps and syringe problem in Adams may be maore severe than originally understood.
Shepley had initially wanted to establish a safe place for residents to drop off their medical sharps, but
after a call frem a public health nurse in Pittsfield and contacting the Adams Police Department, he

found that stray syringes In Adams are an ongoing issue.
CLARKSBURG SCHOOL DRAFT BUDGET AT $2.6/V1 FOR FISCAL 2017 (NA)

School officials in Clarksburg are reviewing a preliminary budget for fiscal 2017 that is up 3 percent aver
this year. |Berkshires.com reports that the proposed budget is 52,564,996, up about 577,000 over fiscal
2016. Like many governmental districts, health insurance has continued to rise, Clarksburg is looking at
about $331,000. Lev sald the district's insurer had cautioned that If the town continues its current
insurance plan there will be a 5 percent increase, The budget also adds in a teaching assistant position

expected to be needed for the next school year.
All BRAYTON ELEMENTARY STUDENTS TO GET FREE BREAKFAST (NA)

After being piloted in a select number of classrooms, free breakfast will now be served to every student
at Brayton Elementary School North Adams, The Berkshire Eagle reports that district officials sald this
week that the initial launch of the program was successful enough that it will be expanded next week —

justin time for National School Breakfast Week.



NA 03-08-16

NO BAIL FOR NORTH ADAMS MAN ACCUSED OF STABBING OUTSIDE BAR (NA)

A North Adams man is being held without bail for allegedly stabbing someone outside the Key West
Lounge early Saturday. The Berkshire Eagle reports that 23 year old lesse Camacho, Ir., of Willow Dell,
stabbed Donald Tatro during a large fight outside of Key West at about 1 a.m. Saturday, according to a
police report. He pleadad not guilty in Northern Berkshire District Court to one count of assault and
battery with a dangerous weapon that causes serious badily injury,

ACCUSED KILLER OF NORTH ADANMS WOMAN SEEKING PLEA DEAL (NA)

A Russian national who Is accused of killing his ex-girlfriend from North Adams in Arizona last year is
reportedly seeking a plea deal. The Berkshire Eagle reports that 26 year old Igor Zubko wants to offer a
guilty plea to incur a life sentence on the first-degrea murder charge and avoid the death penalty in the
staying of Shayley Estes, according to an Associated Press report. Zubko said he wanted to spare Este's
family a painful jury trial, according to the report. Zubko was arrested soon after at Phoenix Sky Harbor
International Alrport after purchasing a one-way plane ticket to San Francisco.

NORTH ADAMS SCHOOL ADDS NEW BREAKFAST PROGRAM (NA)

North Adams Children at Brayten School are getting a healthy head start on their day by getting
breakfast In the classroom, IBerkshires.com repaorts that the pllot program began a few weeks ggo and
was be rolled out to the entire school this week, just in time for "Natlonal School Breakfast Week."

The children often have adults eating with them, and it's a smoother transition into the school day than
eating in the cafeteria. The equipment far transperting the meals came from a grant from the New

England Dairy Council,
ADAMS-CHESHIRE SCHOOL COMMITTEE SEE PRELIMINARY BUDGET (NA)

The Adams-Cheshire Regional School District budget is down for fiscal 2017 — but only after slashing
nearly $1 million, including a dozen positions. |Berkshires.com reports that Business Manager David
Hinkell yesterday presented a nearly $19,000,000 preliminary budget to the school committee that
represented a .58 percent decrease, or drop of 110,767, from this year's budget. This budget includes a
§5,446,707 assessment to the town of Adams, which is a reduction of §74,763 from this year. Cheshire's
assessment is 52,640,064, which is a 553,587 increase from this year. Both assessments include the debt

exclusion from the Hoosac Valley High School renovation.
NORTH ADAMS COMMITTEE BEGINS SUPERINTENDENT SEARCH {(NA)

North Adams is looking for a new superintendent of Schools who will prioritize instruction and finances
and maintain an open dialogue with parents and the public at large. And residents very much want
someone from outside the district. IBerkshires.com reports that, that was the upshot of 3 online survey
posted by the North Adams Public Schools to garner input from the community. The survey's results will
be used during the interview process as school officlals determine the city's next educational leader.



MA 03-03-16
ALCOMBRIGHT'S ANNUAL ADDRESS MADE YESTERDAY (NA)

North Adams Mayor Richard Alcombright expressed confidence that the city is emerging from its long
downturn over the past decade. |Berkshires.com reports that declaring "growth will be our savior," the
mayor in his State of the City address yesterday said |t was imperative the city court growth by engaging
with the major developers arriving on the scene. Alcombright said that on the economic development
front, the city has seen more private and public sector investment over the past two years than has
been seen in decades. He went on to say that the city will continue working with private investors and

government partners.
ADAMS RELEASES PRELIMINARY BUDGET FOR FISCAL 2017 (NA)

The preliminary town of Adams fiscal 2017 budget shows an increase of 3.7 percent over this year.
IBerkshires.com reports that the draft town budget, released Monday afternoon on the town's wehsite,
shows a total spending plan of $14,808,782 - a 527,872 increase over this year's budget. According to
the early budget, personal expenses will decrease 1.67 percent to 55,574,992,

ADAMS-CHESHIRE SCHOOL BUDGET WOULD CUT 12.5 POSITIONS (NA)

To keep spending nearly flat in the coming year, Adams-Cheshire Regional School District could face
sizable cuts, Including 12.5 full-time positions districtwide, The Berkshire Eagle reports that among the
positions to be cut, are six teachers and three administrative positions that were created in the current
budget. The proposed 518,99 million budget for fiscal 2017, presented Monday before the School
Committee, represents a decrease of 5110,767 from the previous year. After 10 straight years of
increases to the towns' combined assessment, officials falt it was time to reverse that trend,

ADAMS-CHESHIRE SCHOOLS TO CONSIDER INTERIM SUPERINTENDENT [NA)

The Adams-Cheshire Regional School Committee will explore the possibility of bringing on an interim
superintendent for a year after Superintendant Kristen Gordon leaves later this year. The Berkshire
Eagle reports that Chairman Paul Butler suggested bringing on an interim leader for the next school
year, following Gordon's resignation, effective June 30th. Gordon has cited the long working hours of
her current position as a reason for her departure, after which she will seek to find a job as a building
administrator. She served as the principal at C.7. Plunkett Elementary for nearly a decade before

accepting the superintendent pasition in 2012

GOV. PETER SHUMLIN VISITS NORTH BENNINGTON OVER WATER CONTAMINATION ISSUE (NA)

Vermont Gav. Peter Shumlin said he and state environmental and health officials will push to connect
homes impacted by water contamination with the village and town public water systems. Shumlin, who
visited the village of North Bennington yesterday merning, pledged his administration's commitment to
have the water main extensien and cleanup costs paid for by those responsible for the potentially
harmful, man-made chemical recently found in private wells. The governar's stop In town marked the
first time he visited the area since a man-made chemical was found in the water two weeks ago.



NA 03-14-16

ADAMS-CHESHIRE OFFICIALS APPROVE 'DEVASTATING' BUDGET (NA)

The Adams-Cheshire Regional School Committee voted last week to approve a nearly $19,000,000
school budget that cuts a dozen positions. |Berkshires.com reports that that after review of the 14th
iteration of the spending plan that accounts for nearly S1 million in reductions, committee members
decided they had no choice but to pass a budget they did not feel was educationally sound, Last year
school officials stumped for a higher budget, which forced a Proposition 2 1/2 override in Cheshire, in an
attempt to keep teachers, staff and programs, Instead, next year's budget drops $110,767 from fiscal

2016.
CLARKSBURG HAS OPEN SELECT BOARD SEAT; 10 OFFICES ON BALLOT (NA)

There will be an open seat on the Select Board in the Clarksburg annuzal town election. IBerkshires.com
reports that William Schrade Jr. has indicated he will not run for re-election to the threa-year term, He
was elected in 2014 to fill out the final two years of Carl McKinney's term after McKinney stepped down
to apply for town administrator. Chairman leffrey Levanas listed the 10 positions on the ballot during

Wednesday's televised meeting.
FATE OF NEW INN RESTS WITH PLANNING BOARD [NA)

A proposal that would allow Williams College to build a new Williams Inn on Spring Street dependson a
favorable recommendation from the Planning Board, The Berkshire Eagle reports that the board is
holding a public hearing tomorrow to make recommendations on several zoning amendments that are
proposed for the annual town meeting in May. One of them is an extension of the Village Business
District to include two Spring Street parcels where the college is considering building a new Williams Inn.
The meeting takes place at 7 p.m. tomorrow in the Willlamstown Elementary School auditorium.

HOOSAC VALLEY BOYS ANF GIRLS MOVE ON (NA)

The Hoosac Valley Boys and Girls Basket Ball teams are moving on to the State Tournament after
winning their respective Western Mass Division 2 Final's at UMass. The Boys team defeated East
Hampton 54 to 51 on Saturday. They will take on Oxford in the State Semi-finals tomorrow afternoon zt
4pm, The Girls team defeated Drury 51 to 40 on Saturday. They will face Littleton in the State Semi-finals
tomorrow at 2:15pm. Both games will be played at the DCU Center in Worcester.

LANESBOROUGH FACES TOUGH VOTE ON $64.8M HIGH SCHOOL PROJECT (NA)

Lanesharough residents are getting set to cast ballots on the proposed 564.8 million Maount Greylock
Regional High School renovation project that has been years in the making. The Berkshire Eagle reports
that the polls will be open from 10am to 8pm tomorrow at Town Hall on the debt exclusion proposal,
which would exempt spending on the project from the limits of Proposition 2 1/2. Williamstown voters
already approved the measure, A recent town survey put cut by officials and responded to by nearly
half of residents saw a majority urging the Select Board to "not support” the project,



NA 03-15-16

BROTHERS HELD ON BAIL IN ALLEGED ATTACK BEHIND BIG Y IN ADAMS (NA)

Two brathers were being held on $5,000 cash bail yesterday for allegedly assaulting a man behind the
Big ¥ supermarket in Adams en Saturday. According to a criminal complaint filed by Adams Palice Sgt.
Donna Malloy, 23 year old Tyler and Czleb Sherman allegedly followed a man on foot before assaulting
him behind the store, where police found him bloodied at about 3:30 p.m. The brothers pleaded not
gullty ta charges of assault and battery with a dangerous weapon, assault and battery, malicious
destruction of property under 5250, and several other charges. Both were ordered held at the Berkshire
County Jail and House of Correction in lieu of $5,000 cash or $50,000 surety bond.

STATE HEARINGS 5ET IN EFFORT TO COMPEL LANDOWNERS TO GRANT ACCESS (All)

The Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities has scheduled a public hearing in Pittsfleld later this
month — the first of six statewide — ahead of a ruling on whether to grant Tennessee Gas Co. eminent
domain rights to survey properties for its proposed 412-mile, 55.2 billion natural gas plpeline. The
Berkshire Eagle reports that the order, If approved by the DPU, would give the Kinder Morgan subsidiary
the power to force resistant landowners to grant access by taking land for right-of-way survey
easements. The company has identified nearly 450 properties across the state — Including 39 in
Berkshire County — along the proposed Northeast Energy Direct pipeline route for compulsory land
surveying because owners have refused access.

LOCAL DEVELOPERS PUT ADAMS' JONES BLOCK BACK ON TRACK (NA)

The Jones Block develapment in Adams is back on track, |Berkshires.com reports that the Park Street
building and the adjacent Carlow building were purchased last week for 5250,000 by real estate
developers Peter West and Corey Bishop as Adams Park Street LLC. The three-story red brick Jones Block
was vacant for years after a fire In 1996 damaged the first and second floors.

WILLIAMSTOWN OFFICIALS STAY COURSE ON COMMUNITY PRESERVATION ACT (NA)

The Board of Selectmen in Willlamstown yesterday declined to ask voters whether the town shauid
continue participation in the Community Preservation Act, 1Berkshires.com reports that in 2002,
Williamstown voted to add a 2 percent surcharge on property valued at more than $100,000, The funds
are granted each year by annual town meeting to support projects inone of three areas: historic
preservation, open space and recreation and affordable housing. Two current members of the town's
Community Preservation Committee suggested yesterday that after 14 years, it is time for the town to
decide whether it wants to continue in the program,

NORTH ADAMS PLANNERS OK B&B, SOLAR ARRAY, DOG FACILITY (NA)

The Planning Board in North Adams yesterday approved a new bed & breakfast on Church Street,
IBerkshires.com reports that Gianni Donati was approved to transform 164 Church Street nto a B&B,
with an owner's residence and common areas on the first floor, Four bedrooms on the second floor
would be guest rooms with the possibility of opening up the third floor in the future for some related
use. There are six parking spaces, four for guests and two for the owners.



MNA 03-16-16

DESPITE JUMP, BERKSHIRE JOBLESS RATE DOWN FULL POINT FROM LAST YEAR (All)

The Berkshire County unemployment rate traditionally increases inJanuary, and this year was no
exception, The Berkshire Eagle reports that the county's jobless rate jumped half a percentage point in
January to 5.9 percent, the highest level in 10 months, according to figures released by the state
Executive Office of Labor and Workforce Development yesterday. The good news is that the Berkshire
jobless rate is a full percentage point lower than the 6.9 percent registered in January 2015, and more
then a point and a half lower than the 7.5 percent in January 2014. Unemployment in the Berkshires had
Jumped at least a half percentage point in January each of the last three years.

MOUNT GREYLOCK SCHOOL PROJECT WINS IN LANESBOROUGH (NA)

Vioters in Lanesborough have approved a 564.8 million rencvation and rebuild of the aged Mount
Greylock Regicnal School by a 134 votes. |Berkshires.com reports that the tally yesterday was 633 to 498
with nearly 50 percent of the town's registered voters weighing in. The school project had already
passed overwhelmingly in Williamstown two weeks ago.

ADAMS, CHESHIRE TO SEE RACES FOR BOARDS OF SELECTMEN (NA)

8oth Adams and Cheshire will see races for selectmen seats this election. IBerkshires.com reports that
with 19 seats up for election on various boards and committees this year in Adams, the only battle will
be for a pasition on the Board of Selectmen, Both incumbents Richard Blanchard and Jeseph Nowak
returned papers Monday alongside former Selectman Michael Quellette. The Adams Annual Town
Election s Monday, May 2nd with the polls being open from 7am to 7pm. The deadline to register to

vote inthe town election |s April 12th,

LANESBOROUGH ASSESSMENT DROPS IN MOUNT GREYLOCK DRAFT BUDGET (NA)

Despite the Mount Greylock Regional School District budget rising by nearly 4 percent, Lanesborough's
cost to run the school is dropping. IBerkshires.com reports that the proposed fiscal 2017 budget
prasented by School Committee and administrative staff on Monday reduces Lanesborgugh's
assessment by $13,549, or a minus a half percent. Williamstown is expected to see a 4.79 percent
change oran increase of $237,328, Superintendent Douglas Dias said the driver behind the differences

maostly comes from the state's required minimum contribution,
ADAMS PARKS COMMISSION APPROVES TICK SIGNAGE [NA)

The Adams Parks Commission voted Monday to allow the Board of Health to place informational signs
about ticks at town parks. |Berkshires.com reports that Board of Health member Bruce Shepley showed
the commission a nationally distributed sign from the U.5. Centers for Disease Control that listed best
practices on how to aveid and remove ticks to prevent Lyme disease. Shepley said that Lyme disease is
becoming more and more prevalent and more and more of a risk to the population.



NA 03-17-16
LARGE SCALE DRUG DEALER IN NORTH ADAMS GETS 2 1/2 YEARS IN JAIL (NA)

A North Adams man charged with having 17 grams of heroin and access to nearly $25,000 worth of drug
proceeds last year has been sentenced to 2 1/2 years in jail. The Berkshire Eagle reports that 27 year old
leffrey Hall was running a "pretty large scale operation for this area," according to Assistant Berkshire
District Attorney Robert Kinzer. Hall pleadad to one count of possession of heroin with intent to
distribute and was sentenced to 2 ¥ years in the Berkshire Jail and House of Correction with credit for

66 days of time already served.
WILLIAMSTOWN PLANNERS ADVISE AGAINST WAUBEEKA ZONING CHANGE (NA)

After nearly two hours of discussion on Tuesday, the Willlamstown Planning Board ended up in the same
place it was six weeks ago: a 3-2 vote against proceeding with a proposed overlay district to allow a
hotel at Waubeeka Golf Links. |Berkshires.com reports that Waubeeka owner Mike Deep has made clear
on several occasions that his golf course is losing money — justas it did under the previous owner, who
sold it'to Deep for a rock-bottom price two years ago. Deep has told the board that he thinks a steady
revenue stream from a hotel and banguet hall could maintain Waubeeka as a community resource and 3

businass an the tax rall.

HUNDREDS SPENT ON CAMPAIGN FOR, AGAINST MOUNT GREYLOCK PROJECT (NA)

Former Lanesborough Selectman Robert Barton apparently spent mare than $500 opposing the
proposed Mount Greylock Regional High School building project; 18erkshires.com reports that the
project passed in Lanesborough by 134 votes on Tuesday and overwhelmingly two weeks ago in
Willlamstewn. Both member towns had to pass debt exclusions for bonding the $64.8 million project

before it could move forward.
ESTIMATE FOR CHESHIRE DAM REMOVAL AT 5568K [NA)

It could cost more than a half-millicn dollars to remove the Kitchen Brook Dam. IBerkshires.com reports
that Cheshire Town Administrator Mark Webber told the Selectmen on Tuesday that the state
Department of Ecological Restoration had completed a survey and reconnaissance study on the West
Meuntain Road dam and its removal. The draft survey Webber handed out to the Selectmen Is

estimatad the cost at $568,000 to remove the dam,
MOUNT GREYLOCK SCHOOL COMMITTEE APPROVES 511M BUDGET [NA)

The Mount Greylock Regional School Committee approved a fiscal 2017 budget of $11 million on
Tuesday night, up $413,000 over this year, |Berkshires.com reports that the approval followed public
hearings held on Manday in Lanesberough and prior to the regular School Committee meeting on

Tuestay,



NA 03-18-18
WILLIAMSTOWN SCHOOL COMMITTEE ADDS TO FY17 BUDGET (NA)

The Williamstown School Committee has advanced a fiscal 2017 budget that restores maost of the cuts
discussed at last week's public hearing and seeks a 6.26 percent increase in the town's contribution to
the schocl. [Berkshires.com reports that the $6.62 million budget includes $6.13 million in appropriated
funds —an increase of $361,000 from last year's town appropriation. The 6.26 percentage increase is
well above the 2.5 percent "placeholder" figure included in the town budget presented to the Finance
Committee earlier this winter and 2.5 percent higher than the 3.9 percent increasa |n the iritial budget
presented in the School Committee's hearing a week ago.

INSURANCE GRANT HELPS MOUNT GREYLOCK SCHOOL ADD SECURITY CAMERAS (NA)

With some six dozen exterior doors, Mount Greylock Regional School faces a significant security
chailenge. The Berkshire Eagle reports that the task was made a bit easler with the help of a 55,000 loss
control grant from the Massachusetts Inter-local Insurance Association. The grant, issued lastfall and
announced this menth, funded the installation of additional security cameras in the schoal, which
already has benefitted from the surveillance, Aninitial set of cameras was installed in 2012.

WILLIAMSTOWN TOWN, SCHOOL RACES SHAPING UP (NA)

There will be at least two contested races in May’s Williamstown election, but two offices turrently have
no candidates, and time Is running out to get your name on the ballot. The deadline to return papersis
Tuesday, March 22nd, at 5 p.m. Nomjination papers can be acquired at Town Hall during regular business
hours, 8:30 a.m. te 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, and Just 28 signatures are required to make a
candidate eligible. For two open seats, currently no one has taken out papers: a three-year term on the
Library Board of Trustees and a three-year term on the Nerthern Berkshire Vocational Regional School
Committee, from which James Gazzaniga is stepping down after three decades of service to McCann
Tech. The contested races, so far, are for the Board of Selectmen and Planning Baard.

53-MILE PIPELINE PROTEST WALK [NA)

Roughly 200 opponents of the proposed Nertheast Energy Direct pipeline — including significant
numbers of college students on spring vacation — have begun to walk zll or some of the 53 miles
between Windsor and Merthfield. The Berkshire Eagle Is reporting that the four-day trek, Taking Steps to
a Renewable Future, is "designed to energize peaple" and "organize a broad base” ready to demanstrate
against the proposed natural gas pipaline by Kinder Morgan subsidiary Tennessee Gas Pipeline Co,,
according to organizers. Walkers took off yesterday after an catmeal breakfast at Windsor Town Eall.

ADAMS TOWN HALL NEW HOME FOR CARVING OF K-9 KUMAR (na)

The Adams Police Department presented the town with a life-size wooden statue of the town's K-9,
Kumar, in a special case. iBerkshires.com reports that Police Chief Richard Tarsa, Officer Travis
Cunningham, and K-9 Officer Curtis Crane brought the hand-carved and painted statue made by
Berkshire Carousel to Wednesday's Selectmen's meeting. The Kumar statue is housed in 2 "dog house”
designed and built by McCann Technical School students. The statue was initially created to be
auctioned off to raise money to help sustain the K-8 program In Adams, At the auction held at the
Bounti-Fare last November, a group of Adams residents pooled their maney together in order to keep

the statue at the Town Hall,
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FEBRUARY 2016 WNAW COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD

PSA  KILL 2/6

The BOUTIQUE will be open this Saturday from 9- Noon at Stamford
Community Church, featuring gently used clothing. Proceeds benefit
the missions...Everyone’s welcome, If it's happening in the Berkshires,
you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230.

PSA KILL 2/6

The DCR's Visitors Museum at Western Gateway Heritage State Park
will present an illustrated lecture, “Snowflake Seminar” this Saturday
at 3pm. This illustrated lecture will take you inside the world of a
single snowflake where its beauty matches its might. The Park is
located south of the Hadley Overpass on Route 8 in North Adams. The
Visitors Museum is in building #4. Information: 663-6312. If it’s
happening in the Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio
1230.

PSA KILL 2/10

The City of North Adams reminds you that Wednesday Feb. 10 will be
the last day to register to vote or make changes to the voter's lists to
be used at the presidential primary election to be held Tuesday March
1. The City Clerk's office will be open from 8 AM to 8 PM on Feb. 10,
To be eligible to vote a person must be 18 years of age or older on or
before Election Day (March 1), a citizen of the United States and (if
voting in the City) a resident of North Adams. If it's happening in the
Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230.

PSA KILL 2/24

Absentee ballots for the March 1st Presidential Primary Election are
now available at the North Adams City Clerk’s Office. If you are
unable to vote on Election Day you may stop by the office and vote
any time during office hours, which are Mon-Fri 8:00am to 4:30pm. If
you cannot physically come in then you can send a request to have a
ballot mailed to you. Please keep in mind that they must be mailed to
you, so please allow ample time for this. Absentee ballots are available
until Noon the day before the March 1 election. Ballots must be



returned to the City Clerk’s Office before the close of the polls. If it's

happening in the Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio
1230.



JANUARY 2016 WNAW COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD

PSA KILL 1/9

The Department of Conservation & Recreation’s Visitors Museum at
Western Gateway Heritage State Park will present an illustrated
lecture: "Nothing"” this Saturday at 3pm. This illustrated lecture will
explore the often illusive and contradictory concept of nothing. Is
nothing something? Western Gateway Heritage State Park is located
south of the Hadley Overpass on Route 8 in North Adams. The Visitors
Museum is in building #4. Info: 663-6312. If it's happening in the
Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230.

PSA KILL 1/11

Pulitzer Prize-winning New York Times columnist Dan Barry, who
writes the newspaper’s "This Land” column, will speak at Williams
College at 4 PM Monday, Jan. 11. He'll be joined by Political science
professor Justin Crowe for a conversation, billed as “"Baseball,
Bunkhouses and Burlesque: Travels Across America.” The conversation
will take place in Room 3 of Griffin Hall. The event is free and open to
the public. If it's happening in the Berkshires, you'll hear about it on
WNAW Radio 1230.

PSA KILL 1/18

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Committee welcomes everyone to join them
on Monday, Jan. 18th for their 22nd Annual "Day of Service” to the
community. The day begins at 9 AM with coffee and pastries at MCLA's
Church Street Center. Participants will then start their choice of a community
project, either on- or off-site. A free luncheon and community celebration
begins at 12:30 at MCLA's Church Street Center, highlighted by the
presentation of the Peacemaker Award to PopCares, Inc. The event is free
and open to everyone. Contact Kathy Keeser at Kathykeeser@gmail.com or
664-4006 or Liz Boland at the Northern Berkshire Community Coalition at
663-7588. If it's happening in the Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW
Radio 1230.

PSA KILL 3/30

Through March 31, The Friends of Milne Public Library is accepting new
or gently used book and media donations for its annual book sale.



Donations can be brought in bags or boxes to the library at 1095 Main
St., Williamstown. To arrange for large donations, please call 652-
2064 or 458-2276. For more information about donation guidelines,

visit www.milnelibraryfriends.org

The 2016 book sale, silent auction, cafe and bake sale will be held
Friday and Saturday, April 22 and 23 at Williamstown Elementary
School. For more info or to volunteer, e-mail

friends@milnelibraryfriends.org . If it’s happening in the Berkshires,
you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230.

PSA KILL 1/12

The newly-formed Berkshire Organization for Original Music, or BOOM,
is holding an organizational meeting in the Robert Boland Theatre at
BCC on Tuesday, January 12th at 7 PM. All area musicians who write
and perform their own music, those who are looking to do so, and
anyone who supports local music are encouraged to attend. For more
information, visit the BOOM facebook page

(www.facebook.com/boomberkshires) If it's happening in the

Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230,
PSA KILL 1/23

The Florida Council on Aging will be running a 3-day Diamond Tours
bus excursion to New York City May 14-16. The weekend will feature
a NYC Harbor Cruise and other guided tours, including time to visit the
9/11 Memorial. For more details and pricing contact Donna at the
Senior Center: 662-2811 or email floridaseniorcenter@verizon.net . If
it's happening in the Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio
1230.

PSA KILL 1/29

The 2016 Annual Town Census is underway in Adams. Census forms
have been mailed to all residents. Your participation is very important
in helping the Town apply for state aid and grants. If you haven't
received your form or if you wish to provide your census information
by phone, contact Town Clerk Haley Meczywor at 743-8300 Ext.176,
weekdays 8:30-4. If it's happening in the Berkshires, you'll hear about
it on WNAW Radio 1230,

PSA KILL 1/21



The Teen Writing Workshop will be hosting a mid-year public
performance at Gallery 51 on Thurs. January 21st starting at 5pm. The
Northern Berkshire Community Coalition’s Teen Writing Workshop will
be presenting the work they have created this year, featuring poetry
and short story fiction. All are welcome. Light refreshments will be
provided. Gallery 51 is at 51 Main Street in North Adams.. For more
information, please contact Adam Tobin, atobin@nbccoalition.org or
call 663-7588. If it's happening in the Berkshires, you'll hear about it
on WNAW Radio 1230.

PSA KILL 1/15

The next Northern Berkshire Community Coalition monthly forum is
this Friday, from 10am to noon at the First Baptist Church in North
Adams (Eagle St. entrance). This month’s forum is a follow-up to
November’s meeting and will focus on “Community Health Solutions”,
featuring the new Community Health Worker Corps. The organizers of
the Friendship Center Food Pantry at 43 Eagle Street ask you to please
bring along a non-perishable food item for donation to the pantry. For
more info, please call Adam Hinds, at 663-7588, or email

ahinds@nbccoalition.org . If it's happening in the Berkshires, you'll

hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230.
PSA KILL 1/16

The DCR’s Visitors Museum at Western Gateway Heritage State Park
will present an illustrated lecture, “Infinity” on Saturday January 16th
at 3pm. It will explore the incomprehensible concept of infinity and
how we have tried through the ages to apply its meaning to our
existence and the universe. The Park is located south of the Hadley
Overpass on Route 8 in North Adams. The Visitors Museum is in
building #4. Information: 663-6312. If it's happening in the
Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230.

PSA KILL 1/17

There will be an All U Can Eat Breakfast, sponsored by Naomi Chapter
No. 17, Order of the Eastern Star this Sunday from 8-11:30 AM at the
Masonic Building,172 Church Street, North Adams. Adults $8 and
Children (Under 10)-$4. Enjoy Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, Sausage,
Home Fries, French Toast and Pancakes, including their Special
Pancake of the Month-Chunky Monkey, plus more! If it's happening in
the Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230,



PSA KILL 1/18

BRTA regular bus service will not be running and their Administrative
Offices will be closed on Monday Jan. 18" in observance of Martin
Luther King Jr. Day. Bus service will resume at 5:45 AM Tuesday and
offices will reopen at 8 AM. If it's happening in the Berkshires, you'll
hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230.

PSA KILL 1/17

The Maple Grove Civic Club meeting scheduled for this Sunday at the
PNA Hall in Adams has been cancelled. If it's happening in the
Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230.

PSA KILL 1/28

MCLA will hold its annual "National Girls and Women in Sports Day” on
Saturday, Jan. 30, from 8:30 a.m, to 3 p.m. in the Amsler Campus
Center Gym, on the second floor of the Center. The Trailblazers and
the Department of Athietics invite girls and women to participate in
various clinics to promote sport, followed at 1:00 by the MCLA
women'’s basketball game against Worcester State. This event is open
to the public and free to girls, $5 for women. Those interested are
encouraged to register now, at www.athletics.mcla.edu/information .
If it's happening in the Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio
1230.

PSA KILL 1/20

A four-part series of yoga classes designed specifically for seniors will
be held at the Clark Art Institute on Thursdays, January 21, 28,
February 4 and 11 at 11 am. Classes will be in the Hunter Studio at
the Lunder Center at Stone Hill, led by Certified yoga instructor Mary
Edgerton. Please bring a yoga mat if you have one. The fee is $40 for
all four classes ($30 for Clark members); the drop-in rate is $12 per
class ($8 members). To register, visit www.clarkart.edu or call 413-
458- 0524. If it's happening in the Berkshires, you'll hear about it on
WNAW Radio 1230.

PSA  KILL 1/27

The American Cancer Society Relay For Life of Northern Berkshire will
hold a free kickoff for the annual event on January 20 at 6PM at
Freight Yard Pub, North Adams. Everyone is invited to the kickoff to
learn about how to help the American Cancer Society save more lives



from cancer. Visit www.relayfor ife.org to learn more or contact

Stephanie Bosley at 404-327-6560 or stephanie.bosley@cancer.org .
If it's happening in the Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio

1230.
PSA KILL 2/2

The National Alliance on Mental Iliness (NAMI) Berkshire County is
holding its 2nd Annual Cupcake Wars Fundraiser at the ITAM Lodge in
Pittsfield on Thursday, Feb. 4, Bakeries from throughout the
Berkshires will compete for the best cupcake. There will be an Italian
Dinner and cupcake tasting and auction. Tickets are $30: call 413-
433-1666 or go online to www.namibc.org . If it's happening in the
Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230.

PSA KILL 2/11

"Both Sides Now”, a first-time creative collaboration by sibling artists
Lexa and Dan Waish, opens at the Willilams College Museum of Art on
February 12 and will be on view through September 25. There will be
an Opening Celebration with the artists on Thursday, Feb 11at 5:30
pm. WCMA is located on Main Street in Williamstown, is open 10-5,
Thursdays 10- 8, and closed Wednesdays. Admission is free. If it's
happening in the Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio
1230.

PSA  KILL 2/15

The UNO Community Center is open five days a week, 9AM-Noon
Monday-Thursday and 9AM-4PM on Fridays. Folks are welcome to
come use the space to meet up with friends, hold an informal
gathering (like a knitting group), grab a cup of coffee or play with your
kids in the play area. Keep in touch at
www.facebook.com/UNOCommCenter . If it's happening in the
Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230.

PSA  KILL 1/19

Parents and guardians of 8" grade students interested in attending
Hoosac Valley Middle and High School are invited to attend an 8"
Grade Open House next Tuesday Jan. 26" at 6 PM at the school.
Please RSVP by Jan.19" by contacting Mrs. Butler at 743-5200 Ext.
5006 or email butlerm@acrsd.net . If it's happening in the Berkshires,
you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230.



PSA KILL 1/23

The DCR's Visitors Museum at Western Gateway Heritage State Park
will present an illustrated lecture: "Beyond Endurance” on Saturday
January 23rd at 3pm. You'll relive Ernest Shackleton’s great attempt of
Antarctic journeying aboard his ship Endurance. Western Gateway
Heritage State Park is just south of the Hadley Overpass on Route 8 in
North Adams. The Visitors Museum is in building #4. Information:
663-6312. If it's happening in the Berkshires, you'll hear about it on
WNAW Radio 1230,

PSA KILL 1/30

The 12th annual FAFSA Day Massachusetts is being held on Sunday,
January 31st at 1:15 p.m. at Berkshire Community College. FAFSA is
short for “Free Application for Federal Student Aid”. Families are
encouraged to visit www.FAFSADay.org to register and to see a list of
what to bring. If it's happening in the Berkshires, you'll hear about it
on WNAW Radio 1230.

PSA KILL 1/25

On Monday (Jan.25) at 1:30 there will be a ribbon cutting at the new
Colegrove Park Elementary School in North Adams. Also, there will be
a Community Open House from 6-7:30 Monday night, when the school
will be fully accessible for all to see. If it's happening in the Berkshires,
you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230,

PSA KILL 1/25

Common Folk Artist Collective presents Pitch Party, Monday January
25 from 7-9 PM at 18 Holden St. North Adams. Bring a new song to
share, poems, stories, ideas - bring a friend who's interested in
getting involved! Have a band you'd like to see play in North Adams?
Bring a sample or website info to share. For more information, email
wearecommonfolk@gmail.com or find them on Facebook, If it's
happening in the Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio
1230.

PSA KILL 1/27

North Adams Little League will hold an open meeting for all existing
Little League/Minor League parents, potential new parents and anyone
interested in youth baseball in North Adams and surrounding
communities. It will be Tuesday Jan. 26! at 6:45 PM at the North



Adams Armory. Little League/Minor League registration and signups
will be held following the meeting, and again Weds. the 27" from 6-
7:30 PM at the Armory. Children age 7-12 are eligible. Please bring
the child’s birth certificate and proof of residency. The fee is $40, and
$25 for each additional sibling. If it’s happening in the Berkshires,
you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230.

PSA KILL 1/28

The theme of MCLA'S spring semester Green Living Seminar Series will
be "Living with Wildlife: Conflicts and Conservation.” The series will
begin on Thursday, Jan. 28, at 5:30 PM, in room 121 of the
Feigenbaum Center for Science and Innovation, when Susannah
Lerman from the USDA Forest Service discusses “"Improving Relations
between People and Urban Wildlife.” The seminar, the first in an 11-
week series, is free and open to the public, For more info, go to

www.mcla.edu/greenliving or call 662-5303, If it's happening in the

Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230.
PSA KILL 1/28

It's a Polar Bear Picnic! A morning of stories and exploration at the
Adams Free Library, 92 Park Street, Adams, on Friday, January 29 at
10 AM. Children and parents will enjoy an interactive frosty picnic and
learn about basic math skills, counting, shapes and colors. Call 664-
4821 to register. Space is limited. If it's happening in the Berkshires,
you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230,

PSA KILL 1/30

The Bay State Games Alpine Ski Races originally scheduled for this
Saturday (1/30) at Bousquet Ski Area in Pittsfield, have been
rescheduled to Sunday, March 6 at Bousquet. Registration for the
alpine skiing competition remains open. For more information or to
register, please visit www.baystategames.org or call 781-932-6555. If
Iit's happening in the Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio
1230.

PSA KILL 1/30

The DCR’s Visitors Museum at Western Gateway Heritage State Park
will present an illustrated lecture, “Impossible Journeys” this Saturday
at 3pm. This program will explore some historic journeys that should
never have been attempted or never actually took place. Western
Gateway Heritage State Park is located south of the Had ley Overpass



on Route 8 in North Adams. The Visitors Museum is in building #4.
Info: 663-6312. If it's happening in the Berkshires, you'll hear about it
on WNAW Radio 1230.

PSA KILL 2/2

BART's 8th annual Science Fair is happening on February 4th and
they‘re looking for volunteer judges! You don‘t have to be a scientist,
just a thoughtful individual willing to follow the guidelines. The middle
and high school fairs will be held at BART, One Commercial Place,
Adams, beginning at 8:45 on the 4™. For more info or to volunteer,
please contact the school at 743-7311 or Email: info@bartcharter.org .
If it’s happening in the Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio
1230,

PSA KILL 2/4

Northern Berkshire Retirees Club will meet at 10 AM Thursday
February 4th at the Greylock Community Club on State Rd., North
Adams. Steve Roy, Veterans Agent to will speak to the group on any
changes in the veteran's program concerning pensions, medical and
other areas. This meeting is open to the public. You'll be able to ask
Steve questions and set up an interview with him if you'd like. There
will be a question and answer period following the talk. Coffee and
doughnuts will be available. Any questions call 743-9476 or 663-9263,
If it's happening in the Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio
1230.

PSA KILL 2/4

PRESS Gallery will hold an opening reception for the exhibition "What
Does #BlackLivesMatter Mean to You?”, on Thursday, Feb. 4, from 5 to
7 p.m., in MCLA Gallery 51, 51 Main St., North Adams. It's free and
open to the public, and refreshments will be served. The exhibit
includes drawing, painting and sculpture, video and artist books, and
participatory pieces. It will be on display Feb. 4-28 at MCLA Gallery
51, open Mon- Sat 10- 6 and Sunday Noon-4. If it's happening in the
Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230.

PSA KILL 2/20

Escape the winter doldrums with free screenings of three movies set in
sunny locales during the Clark Art Institute’s “Midwinter Movie
Madness” series on Saturdays, February 6, 13, and 20. All films will be
shown at 2:30 pm in the Michael Conforti Pavilion. Feb 6: "Mamma



Mia”; Feb. 13: “Rio"; and Feb. 20: “"Nim's Island”. More info at

www.clarkart.edu/events . If it's happening in the Berkshires, you'll

hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230.

PSA  KILL 2/12

The Bay State Winter Games are returning to the Berkshires with an
expanded schedule of events. On February 12-14, Figure Skating will be held
at the Williams College Skating Rink in Williamstown and Masters Ice Hockey
will be at the Peter Foote Vietnam Veterans Memorial Skating Rink in North
Adams. Bowling will also be held at Greylock Bowl in North Adams on
February 13. New this year: Freestyle Cross Country Skiing at Notchview Ski
Touring Area in Windsor on Feb. 27, and Classical Cross Country Skiing and
Snow Shoe Racing on Feb. 28 at Canterbury Farms in Becket. Also, there's
the Alpine Skiing event at Bousquet, rescheduled to March 6. For more
information or to register for skiing or snow racing events, visit

www.baystategames.org or call 781-932-6555. If it's happening in the

Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230.
PSA KILL 2/10

This year's Raymond James Monopoly Tournament will benefit
Berkshire County Kids Place. It'll be at the Berkshire Hills Country
Club on Thursday Feb. 25 from 5:30-10 PM. Sign-up individually or
team up with friends for an evening of fun for a great cause. For full

details go to www.kidsplaceonline.org . If it's happening in the
Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230.

PSA KILL 2/6

On Sunday, February 7 you're invited to a pancake brunch in
Community Hall at the First Congregational Church, Williamstown, to
celebrate Mardi Gras. Sausage and pancakes with delicious toppings
like real maple syrup, homemade applesauce, blueberry sauce and
whipped cream will be served from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm. Gluten free
pancakes and sausage will be available too. To add to the festive
occasion, diners will be treated to Mardi Gras beads and background
jazz. A donation of $5 or more is requested to benefit the
Williamstown Food Pantry, If it's happening in the Berkshires, you'll
hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230,

PSA  KILL 2/12

"UNO" United Neighborhood Organization is holding a Valentine's Day
Party for "UNOQ" children up to age 12 on Saturday, Feb. 13th from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the "UNO" Community Center on 179 River St. in



North Adams. There will be light refreshments, games and prizes. For
more info, please call Shirley at 663-5516. If it's happening in the
Berkshires, you'll hear about it on WNAW Radio 1230.



KiLL 3-4

Join the Hoosie River Watershad Association for o
snowshoeing event, through = forosts and atos vt
ponds and streams within the CloNsburg Stafe Park
will offer the participants a greal wav o o sl

beaver huts and cuttings, and possibily moase. {0 star

determined by the group and condittons: rove e il
distances will be no greater than * niles. Bty e
snacks with you, Meet: At the Clarisbury S T
gate on Middle Road, Clarksburs by 10:00 250 S
March 5. The park is located appoovimatedy Snik-foes

the Rt. 8§ and Middle road inte-scotinn, Lesder v gif o

Kawezak at 413-664-9545 ar cma ' him by Vhon s
akawczak@yahoo.com for preregistiation.

KILL 3/8

The Adams-Cheshire Regional 8 boal =i o0
conducting s developmentsl pres honl sg oo

and Cheshire 3 and 4 yea~ olds Yhareh 7 vl »
Elementary School. The prirpose & e soreenie

children who may have substan ¢ ceeds [0 specoh

cognitive/thinking, emofional/soe al or piysicds
Appointments can be made by caling the  peogt®
Office at 413-743-520Z ext. 1107, U0 serew vin
parents to bring their child and bivber bivth oot G
school.



Kill 3- 12

Berkshire Nursing Families will bold its 13th oo *

Trivia Night fundraiser at the Williams Inn Saosday 00 o)
12 at 5:30 pm. This fundraiser allovws BNF to provid:
professional breastfeeding consultations, childbiveh 100
playgroups, the breastfeeding support hotline, and ' iy
23 Project — all free of charge to Northern and ey
Berkshire County residents. To revister a team or o
individual player, go to www.berkshirenursingti il

For more information, call BNF Boeard Chair Suey 1500
413-652-1814 or email bof.teamiriviaegmail con,

KILL 3/11
C.T. Plunkett Elementary Schoo! !l be holding Kir ' e

registration for incoming children on Fridao, Mareh
8:30-2:30 in the office at C.T. Pluniett Elementary =1

Commercial St. Adams. Incoming caildren nist be 10§ s
old by August 31, 2016. Parents registering their ehitd | ast
bring their child’s birth certificate, immuniza.ol o, o 114}

proof of residence. Please call the oitice a1 743-076
questions.

KILL 3/12

The Clark Art Institute’s popuiar ©oart wilh =000
designed for 3- to 6-year-olds avd loir paves . 1l

Saturday March 12, includes thoriod talks, galle v < 4
art-making activities specially fecioned foo <k
Start with Artis free and open to the publiz; no | og

required. Art project appropriate ¢ sthing s e ¢



The Milne Public Library in Willizmstown will e n < o g
program introducing Zentangle, tli. creatine proctic

mindful drawing, using repetitive "nesond rattoe 0 e
beautiful images 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p. n. Satverday M
Zentangle helps us to slow dovn cndd quiet!, o= ) it
No prior drawing experience is nezessary. pasticipe 1!
be sixth grade and up. The workshop is free ar ¢ all | fods
are provided. It is facilitated by Carol Egan of Benn oo v,

a cerfified Zentangle teacher. Spuce is limited <o sier
advance at 413-458-5369.

3/10-3/TFN

Now in its 9th year, Get BART Sroart is an annual ©
event designed to support BART s college prengrato
program. Teams of BART supnarters tour the <choe:
compete in a trivia contest throughout BART classra o
who will make the grade in subjects tike the SATw o0

and Pop Culture. Visit the event weosite Lo debiais .
registration. Contact Leah Thompson with ques Lo

discuss sponsorship opportun.ties,
leahthompson@bartcharter.ovg o 212,700 000 0

B

3/10-TFN

Join the Parent Café in the Haskin. Centor Gon o
North Adams on Thursdeys S:30 - 7 oum Foro o '
conversation with other parevts = Toatvivs 10 T

with your children. Each parent v ha atreode iy i
new children’s books to read with their voung o010 .
on-site child care and transporta‘ oo is ava'lalle iy . ||

413-664-4821, space is limited



3/10-TFN

Lego Group at the Library, Thurtfzv, or the i@ 9 the
North Adams Library 6 - 7 p.m. The Famil - Ceote
North Adams Library are joining furees 1o loing ol )

to families with children ages 4 «c 12 vegrs 07 T

provide Legos for you and your child to build avd cioui (1,
group is FREE and drop in! Call the Family Cener
664-4821 for any questions.

Kill 3/12

Enjoy locally band made goads ai *he st Anppnf o

at the Houghton mansion on Maur-h 12t Srowes (oo

soaps, jewlery, honey, knit wear, and so much more

local crafters. There will aise be o farmer’s marker, 11 't
runs 9am to 3pm. Proceeds go to the Lafavetie bl
association to maintain the Houg vioa Mas o ©oi ]
more information, call 413-743-1057

Kill 3/12

Maple sugaring season has arvived just in fime tor b
Memorial Forest's annual Maplefesi celenating =g

March 12, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. in Williamstown,. This ann: - 1,
which exalts the time-honored Yrn'lice tradition of ¢

home grown sweeteners from loco! mapl. (e 7]

everyone a chance to observe =nd “ake par' o b
producing maple syrup, fron the ¢ to 1 1

is free to the public and appreprice for peop 000

will be held regardless of the veao o0



Kill 3/18

A Music and Movement Plaveroun =t Freedom May
40 Main Street, North Adams, wi'l he held Friday - &
10 — 11 a.m. Families with vouna ¢ idren 3! i
movement, music, and free play. Toe grong 71w
“Circle Time" of songs, finger pls s and 5 o T
served. Drop in or Call 664-4821 iov more ‘nlocriacic

T

Kill 3/19

Mt. Greylock RSD drama presenrs the muysical " g v

You Can Get It" at the '62 Centrz for Theatre and |
Williams College, 1000 Main Stres'. Williamstown oo,
7pm. Curtain time is 7:00 pm. Fickets avauiahie at ok

Kill 3/21

North Adams, Our Children, Ouseives vl be lielo
at Haskins Center, State Streci, Mor 0 Aduns (6 -

is a FREE group for parents witl caildves ahio §an
needs or delays. Join other patonis toshar (vss
challenges and joys. Snacks will Le providia. 1 raa
and child care available. Please ol 064081 (0 rogi
child care and or transportation. Vs grovs i foce
parents with children ages birth t eight vears

KILL 3/25

The UCP Life without Limits Lege T eones <1 g
band KANSAS is on Mareh 26,7 20oat the ' ploile
Tickets can be purchased throwl the b 7700 ar 2

4444 or www.berkshiretheatregroup.org,

|"-_.\|

W Al



KILL 4/3

Sprout Film Festival co-sponsore | ny Ber < hive Cor

and the Berkshire County Are Doy Sviilrocie
is a chance to experience shart il relatid 1o ko 1
developmental disabilities will be 1 21d Sund o, Ay
Tickets are $5 per person.

For more information or to reserve tickets, conicr b
MecNair at 413-464-7262, ext. Ticicets can slsc be p
the door, as well as conveniently wnd securcly on'in:
bearc.org.

Kill 4/23

Houghton Mansion located at [72 Cliarch Sireer o
Adams, presents “Messages from F=aven" vith sy
medium Rebecca Anne LoCicere Suturday 4pril 23
Tickets for this event are $30. For more information
houghtonmansion@gmail.com M us* be 14 veare o
unless accompanied by an adult. “Tusghton easion

KILL 4/23

Houghton Mansion at 172 Churell “itreet iv = ot
presents a special paranormal invycsigaiion wiva g

paranormal investigator David Rabv. The oveny heo o

9:30pm and includes a briefl prescniation oi the o
Mansion and the Houghton famil. ofore o0 it
paranormal investigation throug 1 «f the n o
limited tickets available for this ¢ 9L Ticle o
more information on this event, nf e oy !
Hughtonmansion@gmail.com, Mus be 15 voqes or
unless accompanied by an adult. Socehtan 10 i

4

niyy



KILL 4-9

Cycle For Life at Cutting Edge Funess. 78 Suinwes
Monday, May 9. Choose from 2 sessions: 3080 or
Cost is 825, all proceeds will be d vvated to 1tciay To
To register email: hotspotspinignailear ar stop i
gym: 73 Summer St, Adams, M A

Kill 4-8

The YLP teens are putting togethcr s Cone vuniny
Book and they are looking for o2l artists © vgh 0 o
The coloring hook is their wav of o oviding o tao! {40 |
community to use, fo build comw ity pride cre b
positive, and color away some of 1ie stre-sos i i
Submission deadline is April #:h. Submissior. 2on |
art or they can be original guotes, ' vies, poctiv, 1
Kind of writing prompt. For mor. informat v o p0

Sweeney, sweeney@nbecoalition. v, er on' ey
7588.
4-3-TFN

The Family Place in North Adams will host 4 Time
support group for parents to share their exvorene-
parents. With topic-based conversitions s os
throughout the year, parent: will = ahle

feelings, beauties, and struggle. 1/ 1 20 alias a0
parent. This group is heid ai 'he " amaily 0000 e
4th Thursday from 10:30amn-( 7



4-3-TFN

Grandparents Raising Grandenil ! -on gre o meets
3rd Tuesday of each month from * "Opw-7: *Gpm &
Family Place. If you or know of ¢ 7> arandparents o |
caregivers to their grandchildren and need a suppo

discuss the struggles around parcutiag & sccond e o

and would like to meet other grrant parents who sho e
struggles, do not hesitate to call he "arenis Plice a0

4--tin

The Nurturing Father's Prograi a The “umidy P
North Adams and the Berkshive ¢ ounty Suenffs U

welcomes you to attend the FREF. ! 1-16 <essian nrooo
“Nurturing Father's©” ir North 4dams. (e Nayjy

Father’s Program@ is offered ot differeni tivos rhy
the year at The Family Place. Fo more (770 mari
call us at 413-663-7388.

Kill tfn

Let's Get Healthy Together! 11"s the 2016 Vv or's
Challenge - It begins Thuvedwy ana ~uns 1 rougl
Form a team, ail ages are enconr ¢ o degivier
at.berkshiremfe.com and ciick on the Bk ve 0 oaa0
Adams. Jein the Mayor's Fitness C ballenco boor-of
May 6th at 5:30pm at 66 Main 51 {({armecly 2700
out local health and wellness prac it aners Ty il
free opportunities during the Coofioige v oo 0

packets! For more informution sod apdaos 7t
at www.berkshiremfc.com aad Fooo ook
www.facebook.com/NorthAdains Va7 on !

questions, contact Amanda Chuds oo ot (81 500 2700
achilson(@ nbecoalition.org.

R R

|



KILL 4-14

“Berkshire Community College will host an Tofo oo
Thursday, April 14th from 5:00 — 7:00 pav a1 Med

Technical High School, 70 Hodoe: Tross Bt ia Sy
Adams.
Prospective students will receiv e (be the R aaist

Admissions, Academic Advising ard Finav oo A

A Financial Aid overview sessinn 1 ains o0 5 00 p oo
6:00-7:00 there will be a hands-or b AF50 1o

the computer lab. To reserve a seut orlex o i
236-5201."

KILL 4-14

The Harper Center in Williamsfos 38 veog 0 awe
(ages 50+) to participate fna FRIF & 100w oo barn
program on Thursdays, April {4 ‘hrough Turc 14 4
2:30pm at The Harper Center, W i'l'amsto . e

Mastery Program encourages pai cipanis (0 1.
changes to iniprove their healit o) live ' o0 T
different speaker each week wll ovide §
s0 participants can get started mo cviag o0 a0
delicious healthy snack will be se oo Ty

will receive a $10 gift card, Foo ¢ FE T R R T P

up: 458-8250



Kill 5-4

The Spring 2016 Neighborlies will te held cu Nvedanes oo Il
4th from 5:00 to 6:30 pm at the Congregeionl el
located at 53 Lois Street in North \dams! Dolehinn,.

individuals and groups who have aade = | wndoe i ur
community. Enter information i« oo SRTVRY
Categories include: Neighbor!y -icis Geoa e 0l _ s

Youth Taking the Lead, Business Aaency " onnort
Community Health and Wellness. “leass v alic ~ore

your nominee’s address or email *hev ear Devopt on f)
to attend this event! For informa v v go ro hoeoal 6

KILL 5/4

The Clark Art Institute’s “First sendave Froe™ pro i
on the first Sunday of the month 16 Am til' 5000 S AV
4. Admission to the Clark is alwave free fo0 mep bers S
under age 18, and students witi & valid ki Te rea Jwit

clarkart.edu or call 413-438-0425.
KILL 4-14

Berkshire Community Codlege win inslan o0

Thursday, April 14th from S:00 - " 00 pon o0 0
Technical I'Iigh ~ehool, Hibdfgﬁ“' Cvoes Boso e Ivorls
Prospective students will receive O the spd s

Admissions, Academic Advisivy wod P oo 200
A Financial Aid overview session Legine o 50 0 Lo
6:00-7:00 there will be a hand: on - AF54 (1o A (IR

the computer lab. To reserve v coal r i
236-5201."



KILL 4-17

There’s an All You Can Eat Breaklist Soeaaron by o
Chapter No. 17, Order of the Eastern Siar vl Soon
8:00-11:30 AM at the Masonic Building 17 Coureh =0
North Adams. A-88.00 C(Under 10)-S4.000 vhenpe b
Eggs Home Fries Bacon Sausage frencl oos Pang
the Special Pancake of the Monih-»trawherv plas
$8 dollars adults and $4 doliars fo0 he il

KILL 4-30

Saturday April 30, North Adams" Vindsor Lo v i
transform into a wondrous plavaroand ui e aetio
and performances for curiovs pzo; - of all o0 lo,

FIGMENT North Adams iz a con conis ©oropm 0
creation and display of free. public necessinie
and interactive art by emerging aroists anovs 10 di
and creative experimenters alike. o 5 e oy
Saturday April 30.

KILL 5-9

CYCLE FOR LIFE with Cuiting £oys v tness. 75 sums
Adams, MA Monday, May 9. Choos: oie @ 2035 cns
5:30PM Ccstis $25, all prossed: wiil e donileo 1o He
To register email: hotsp i tspinei o s00 o Lowry
73 Summer 5%, Aaams




KILL 5-18

Master puppeteer David Lane brings is exper it
Institute Monday, April 18 through Friiay. Agrii

pm with a spring break workshop for shiicren ane: 10
Students draw inspiration from the Clark’s collection 2
the week creating their own rod puppcts, an ar form o
to ancient Egypt. This type of puppctis ol nsuucied
that may be attached to varicus pails .lf the biody oo Gl
manipulate it. Tuition is $130 (3110 Clark menbs =) |

information, cail 413 458 0411},

e to ihi
23 Fron



FCC CALENDARS

The UNO Community Center is open five days a weel, V. "1-
Noon Monday-Thursday and 9AM-4PM on Fridays, 7|
welcome to come use the space to meet up with friend ;
informal gathering (like a knitting group), grabacup o
or play with your kids in the play area. Keep in touch
atwww.facebook.com/UNOCommCenter .

The Clark Art Institute’s “First Sundays Free" prograi. os
on the first Sunday of the month 10Am till 5PV throngh "oy
4. Admission to the Clark is alwavs free for members, ¢f 7 1
under age 18, and students with & valid ID. To learn
clarkart.edu or call 413-458-0425,

KILL 9-25

“Both Sides Now™, a first-time creative collaboration b« hling

artists Lexa and Dan Walsh, will be at the Williams ("cl e
Museum of Art on February 12 and will be on view thron o
September 25, WCMA is located on Main Street in
Williamstown, is open 10-5, Thursdays 10- &, and cio:
Wednesdays. Admission is free.

KILL 3/30

Are you a local singer or rapper? You could he crows e
next Relay Idol! Auditions are open o ALIL!
Contestants are asked to prepare a four mmnuie aadi |
auditions will be held at the “6 House Pub Tl Soein ¢
Williamstown, in March. Contestanis wha malo o o
will perform on the MAIN STAGE at Relay For Lift o
Northern Berkshire. Winners of the compefition will wi
prizes that include performance opportunities. This can’
open to ALL. You do not need to be a Reley For Life
participant to be apart of Relay Idol' For maore infac
Audition Dates and Relay Ido! visit:
www.relayforlife.org/northernberkshirema,



KILL 3-22

Nomination papers for the May 10 annual town e¢lect
currently available in the Williamstown Town Cleri's o0
Candidates may pick up papers in the Town Clerk s ol
Mon.-Fri between 8:30- 4:30. They must be returped )
Tuesday March 22. Also, absentee nallots are availah'c © ik
March 1st Presidential Primary and Mt Grey'ock w20
School Building Debt Exclusion.

KILL 3-31

In celebration of Youth Art Month. the Clark Art Ineo 0 will
hold after-school artmaking sessions on Thursdays i "o b
FROM 3-5 PM. The themed workshops, desizrad e fo “h-
to eighth-graders, will be held in 9 special Youns Ao
Space on the lower level of the Clark Center. A1 chiti'von st
be accompanied by an adult. Activities av: free and vy
registration is required; The Clark is located w7 223 50 '
For more information, visit clarkari.edu or call woded v 105

KILL 3/31

The Clark Art Institute offers its popular New Pareoo 00 1o
Talk series, free, informal gallery tailks held iy e pe v ont
collection galleries At 10:15 am. This program is hos, <1 o
parents with pre-toddlers: strollers and front-srviz baob
carriers are permitted. Reservations are rof rog o



B\

KILL 4-14

“Berkshire Community College will host an Info Night on
Thursday, April 14th from 5:00 — 7:00 p.m. at McCann
Technical High School, 70 Hodges Cross Road in North
Adams. Prospective students will receive On-the-Spot
assistance with Admissions, Academic Advising and Financial
Aid. A Financial Aid overview session begins at 5:30 p.m. and
from 6:00-7:00 there will be a hands-on FAFSA Help
Workshop in the computer lab. To reserve a seat or learn
more, call 413-236-5201.”

KILL 4-14

The Harper Center in Williamstown is recruiting 20 adults
(ages 50+) to participate in a FREE 10-week educational
program on Thursdays, April 14 through June 16 from 1-
2:30pm at The Harper Center, Williamstown. The Aging
Mastery Program encourages participants to make small
changes to improve their health and live better lives. A
different speaker each week will provide information and tips
so participants can get started mastering the Art of Aging! .A
delicious healthy snack will be served weekly. Each graduate
will receive a $10 gift card. For more information or to sign
up: 458-8250.

Kill 5-4

The Spring 2016 Neighborlies will be held on Wednesday, May
4th from 5:00 to 6:30 pm at the Congregational Beth Israel
located at 53 Lois Street in North Adams!! Celebrate
individuals and groups who have made a positive impact in our
community. Enter information to nominate someone now.
Categories include: Neighborly Acts, Groups Pulling Together,
Youth Taking the Lead, Business/Agency Support and
Community Health and Wellness, Please make sure to enter



4-3-TFN

Grandparents Raising Grandchildren group meets the 1st and
3rd Tuesday of each month from 5:30pm-7:30pm at The
Family Place. If you or know of any grandparents who are
caregivers to their grandchildren and need a support group to
discuss the struggles around parenting a second time around
and would like to meet other grandparents who share the same
struggles, do not hesitate to call he Parents Place and join!!!

4--tfn

The Nurturing Father’s Program at The Family Place in
North Adams and the Berkshire County Sheriff’s Department
welcomes you to attend the FREE, 12-16 session program,
“Nurturing Father’s©” in North Adams. The Nurturing
Father’s Program® is offered at different times throughout
the year at The Family Place. For more information, please
call us at 413-663-7588.

Kill tfn

Let's Get Healthy Together! It’s the 2016 Mayor's Fitness
Challenge - It begins Thursday and runs through July 15th,
Form a team, all ages are encouraged. Register
at.berkshiremfe.com and click on the link to register for North
Adams. Join the Mayor's Fitness Challenge Kick-off on Friday,
May 6th at 5:30pm at 66 Main St. (formerly Sleepy's). Check
out local health and wellness practitioners that will be offering
free opportunities during the Challenge and get your MFC
packets! For more information and updates: Visit our website
at www.berkshiremfc.com and Facebook at
www.facebmk.enmﬁNnrthAdamsMa}'ﬂrsFitnessChallenge. For
questions, contact Amanda Chilson at (413) 663-7588 or
achilson@nbccoalition.org.



your nominee’s address or email they can be sent an invitation
to attend this event! For information go to nbccoalition.org/

KILL 5/4

The Clark Art Institute’s “First Sundays Free” program runs
on the first Sunday of the month 10Am till 5PM through May
4. Admission to the Clark is always free for members, children
under age 18, and students with a valid ID. To learn more, visit
clarkart.edu or call 413-458-0425,



WNAW -AM 1230

ISSUES AND NEEDS REPORT

January. February . March. 2015

Public Service Programs

WNAW presents a public information half-hour

program every Sunday called INFO Trak from
7:30- 8:00 am.



Infop, ..

Weekly Public Affairs Program

QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT, JANUARY-MAFR.CH, 2016

Show # 2016-01

Date aired: ,{*3 'J’é Time Aired: 73_'30 i

John A. Eterno, Ph.D., Professor, Associate Dean and Director of Graduste S'udiss in
Criminal Justice at Molloy College, former Captain with the New York City Paliz= Deparme 't co-
author of *The Crime Numbers Game: Management by Manipulatior”

Call Letters

Dr. Eterno conducted the first scientific examination of crime statistics manip ' ='io~ in the 'law York

City Police Department. He explained how increasing pressure to show aeee “oins ahre zfes by any
means necessary has affected police departments throughout the United Stz s
He discussed how this affects crime victims and explained what citizens can 0 o ensuce that their

local police department is reporting crime statistics in an honest manner

Issues covered: Length: 8:47
Crime

Government Policies

Kristen Copeland, MD, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics at Cincinnati Childr -~'s Hospital Meadical
Center

75% of young children in the US are in some form of pre-school or daycare ¢ iside the horme.

Dr. Copeland conducted a study that found that most children in daycare get [ oo hittle &« srcise. She
explained the reasons behind this trend and why parents should be concemsc Sha outline: the types
of questions parents should ask when they are looking for a pre-school or da <3re center

Issues covered: Length: 8:24
Children’s Health

Parenting

Education

Phil Reed, Seniocr Consumer Advice Editor at Edmunds. cam

Today's cars no longer need to have their oil changed every 3.000 miles i 200 talkad 3500t
design improvements in recent years, and how drivers can decide when It rew by 13 Hme [or an ol
change. He talked about the positive effects of this rapidly advancing teching gy f2r bat's 112

environment and consumers’ pocketbooks,

Issues covered: Length: 4:52
Environment

Consumer Matters




Show # 2016-02 i
D:tmé aired: ‘gf? "'Jfa’ Time Aired: f) _’)I}_ﬁ_-”

Jane Bryant Quinn, personal finance journalisi, syndicated calumnist auhc of "How To Viake Your
Money Last: The Indispensable Retirement Guide’

Even with her decades of experience in the field, Ms. Quinn found planming I+ - awn refirer ent
overwheiming, so she set out to find answers. She explained haw to deterr!l = »ow mu = “1eney may
be needed for retirement, how to greatly simplify investment dec sions, and why communicstion
between a husband and wife is so important in retirement planning.

Issues covered: Length: 9:06
Retirement Planning

Personal Finance

Kate Carr, President and CEO of Safz Kids Worldwide, a nonprofit organizal an warking to prevent
childhood injury

Last year, more than six million car seats were recalled for a safety defec: v lawar dien nail of hem
were fixed. Ms. Carr outlined her organization's concerns and explained wh to marny reculied car
seats were not repaired. She noted that 80 percent of parents believe car se * recistraticn ards are
important, but only 42 percent return the card

Issues covered: Length: 8:14

Children’s Health

Parenting

Roger Beckett, Executive Director of the Ashbrook Center at Ashland Urive i Ashland Ohio
For years, the teaching of history and civics has taken a back seat to STEN (scence leennology
engineering, math) education. Testing has found that only 18 percent o' 8" | tle s are ceved

“proficient” or better in history; only 23 percent in civics or government M Lo ks exgiainas why he
believes the founding documents of our country should be essential reasing ° r 2vary Axer can,

especially students

Issues covered: Length: 5:04
Education

Government Policies

Show #2016-03. ;
Date aired: / "/ 7'4/45'Time Aired: 73{?‘ i

Stephen Kohn, attorney, Executive Director of the National \Waistleblower Ca- e aular o' " The
Whistlebiower's Handbook: A Step-By-Step Guide To Doing What's Rignl 4n Proecting v ourself

Every year, criminals and fraudsters rip off the federal government by committic g tax freud--stealing
billions of taxpayer dollars in the process. However It's beconing much more difficult to do so, thanks
to a massive increase in whistleblower disclosures, Mr Kohn discussed recanl changes (1 aws that
have made it much easier to report wrongdoing. He also explainea what sieps 1o take to wa gh the
plusses and minuses of blowing the whistle

Issues covered: Length: 8:55
Whistleblowing
Crime

Government Regulations




Mary Morris, longtime copy editor at "The New Yorker " author of "Benwesrs © 008 Ma 0o fassions of
a Comma Queen”

Ms. Norris discussed the most commaon mistakes in spefling. punctuation and vor usage and why it
Is so Impartant. She explained how new technologies and changeas in our fiz 'on's edurcatinn sysiem
have made proper grammar less “cool.”

Issues covered: Length: 8:21

Education

Career

Kevin Fiscella, MD, MPH, Associate Professcr of Femily Medicine arc Con iy & Sqedentive

Medicine at the University of Rochester School of Medicine & Dentistry

Dr. Fiscella discussed his groundbreaking research that found thel the lives of nez ly 8,000 black
Americans could be saved each year if docters could frigurs owt 2 way 1o brny Dieir aveays blood
pressure down to the average level of whites. He talksd about the reasons b okine the yzp Jetween
the races in controlling blood pressure, and the possible ways to reduce thal  zp

Issues covered: Length: 4:5¢
Personal Health
Minority Concerns

Show # 2016-04

Date aired: / 2 =/ Time Aired: _,2-:?{}_&{

Maria Konnikova, journalist, psychologist, autho- of "The Confidencs Came V/hy We =all ‘ar it

Every Time"
Ms. Konnikova explained how the world's most talented con men car 50 €25 |- 53 per.uzson and
exploit trust to swindie even the most cautious consumers  She said human = ngs are har lwired to

belleve, no matter how edutated they are about scams and ripoffs. She talze | stcul the Tost
common methods used by crooks to lure their victims in

Issues covered: Length: 9:04
Crime

Consumer Matters

Elizabeth Levy Paluck, PhD, Associate Professaor of Psychalogy and Public Afairs al the YWoodrow
Wilson School of Public and International Affairs at Pringeton Univarsity

Curbing bullying has long been a focal point for parents and schools, bt 2o v Paiucy found that
the answer may not lie within rules set by adults. Har team of researchiers e - % weies * uigers and
Yale found that students themselves, particularly those most connactec (o . pesrs, ver- able o
reduce and resolve conflicts 30% more effectively than traditions' metheds = oy adults,

Issues covered: Length: 7:51

Bullying

Youth at Risk

Alex Hutchinson, PhD, contributing editor at Popular Mechanics magazn= - (norof 9¢ o=as 100
Modern Inventions That Transformed Our World"

L




Mr. Hutchinsen consulted 25 experts at 17 museums and universities o 2=t & the "LT jraatest
inventions of the modern era. He talked aboul the long-term trends of sciat ez &0
government's role in it

Issues covered: Length: 5:00
Science
Government Spending

Show # 2016-05

Date aired: & - D-l> Time Aired: O~_3f" /]‘W

Susan B. Roberts, Ph.D., Director of the Energy Meatabolsm Laboratory at 1= Jsan Misyvel USDA
Human Nutrition Research Center on Aging at Tufts University in Bostan

Most pecple think of fast food when they imegine the unhealthy effects of =al 7 out. v Foberts led
a study that found that 82 percent of meals from both large-chain and nor-eha n lecal restaurants
exceeded recommended calorie requirements for a single meal She explainad how to leer tabs on
restaurant portion sizes and calorie information, She proposed local legislation = reguire restaurants
to offer partial portions at partial prices

Issu red: Length: 8:31
Nutrition

Personal Health

Consumer Matters

Government Regulations

Marc Goodman, law enfarcement and counterterronsm exper, aulhor ol ' Fuure Cimss o side he
Digital Underground and the Battle for Our Connected Waorlg"

Technology has improved our lives immeasurably, but Mr. Goodman saic the' = new tidal wave of tech
advancements—from implantable medical devices to drones io WiF| tharm o @ s-are all :uscaplible
to hacking, with disastrous consequences. He explaingd somea of the greate -« vonzens lor the
average consumer and how o attempt to keep devices secure.

Issues covered: Length: 8:45
Crime
Online Security

Sissy Lappin, veteran real estate agent, author of "Simple and Soid Sall Yo House Fastand Koep
the Commission"

Selling a house can be expensive. Ms. Lappin said that sales commussions | oally gzool (0-60% o
a home seller's equity. However, she believes that the Internet Fas maoe | & s=serica property
owner to take control of their own home-selling process and save money  SF 0 ousings e bssic

steps and common pitfalls.

{ssues covered: Length: 4:57
Consumer Matters
Personal Finance




Show # 2016-06. _
Date aired: 4 —1“1 — // Time Aired: E e J‘ﬁhﬁ

Brandi Britton, District President of Office Team, a staffing service praviging temearary ad ninistrative
and office support staff

Ms. Britton discussed the most common social media mistakes that take oo =s¥ars oul ¢! the running
for a position. She noted that negative or inappropriate comments and quast natlz photos are the
most common social media issues. She said a job hunter should always ags: 2 that 2 e pany has
combed through their social media profile before even schedulirg

an interview,

Issues covered: Length: 7:28
Employment

Career
Social Media

Jennifer Bradley, co-author of "Make it Zere: The Movement to Safeguz i £z Caild

Ms. Bradley discussed the issue of human trafficking in the U S, She sai o @ aciors ontribute
to the problem, including poverty, abuse and sclation. She explzined the s o rele 10| the foster
child system plays in the issue, and she offered suggestions for indwigualy i 1 =z a citeonze in

preventing and stopping human trafficking.

Issues covered: Length: 9:4°
Human Trafficking

Child Abuse

Poverty

Richard Thaler, PhD, Professor of Behavioral Science and Economics g:th: nivarsit’ of Shicago
Booth School of Business, President of the Amerncan Economic Assouaaiine

Prof. Thaler discussed what happens when sconamics meets psychaic iy =n e el ooal
human beings greatly influence the US and world economies He explzinzd | e researcn « 0y
progress to understand human miscalculaticns, with the geal of aeveloning bailaraecmon
making in business, government and life in general

Issues covered: Length; 4:49
Economics

Consumer Matters

Mental Health

Show # 2016-07 e
Dantt aired: ﬁ—if "/é Time aifl;irm:l:/)r %J 7 3? /

Jamie Cooper, Associate Professor in the University of Georgia Deoarimant of Faods ane Nutritan

Prof. Cooper led a study that found that vacations often lead to small amounl® o ling-term gradual
weight gain and contribute to 'creeping obesity’ She talked about the plim= “adses of wzight gain
during vacations and explained why it's important to lose the added seghle oo 22 pessible upon
returning from a trip.

L




Issues covered: L ength: 9:31
Personal Health
Obesity

R. Douglas Fields, PhD, Chief of the Section on Nervous System Developr =+ aid Plasticty at the

Naticnal Institute of Child Mealth and Human Bevelopment, a part of thz Nall » sl stivles of Health,
Adjunct Professor in the Neuroscience and Ccgritive Science Program at (e o0 zraiby of (baryland,
College Park, author of “Why We Snap Understanding the Rage Circod o " o & &l

Today's headlines are filled with examples of otherwise rational peeple with + - aizlory of o Clence or
mental iliness whe suddenly snap in a domestic dispute, an altercation wit® [ ioe ar raad rage sttack
Dr. Fields explained the reasons behind these seemingly randi.m episad=s | = s3id gwa, luman has
been hardwired with the potential to snap. He also said the same pathwa s o cain bl cen result
in a violent outburst can also enable us to act heroically and altruisticaly bal 2 our cor solous brain

knows what we are doing.

Issues covered: Lengih: 7.4
Mental Health
Domestic Violence

Thomas Nassif, Ph.D., Praofessarial Lecturer In American University's [apar en’ of Hpall) Swdies,
researcher at the D C. Veterans Affairs Medical Center

LS, veterans often return home with multiple types of rauma, and sufic oo are of B2 0Ll est raies
of chronic pain of any population in the U S Dr Nassil led a study thal tou s (30w eierans ho
practiced meditation reported a 20 percent reduction in pain intensity, and in how cain mtederes with
everyday aspects of life, such as sleep,. mocd, and activity leve!

lssues covered: Length: 4:46
Military Affairs

Mental Health

Personal Health

Show # 2016-08

Date aired: 5-2 "’2& *’fl‘irna Airad:;”_gf;ﬂzq

Rashmi Shetgiri, MD, Assistant Professor of Pediatnics, Los A7 geles Biome jal Reses of instilute at
Harbor-UCLA Medical Center

Dr. Shetgiri led a study of what factors influence teens to getinvolved » th v o5 Soe said
emotional distress and substance abuse both increase the odds for wivts hir = @0d Hicper © youth to
carry or use a gun or knife. She alse discussed theimpertance of pare: = &7 (o v 9l nodes in
the prevention of youth violence

Issues covered: Length: 747

Youth Violence

Youth at Risk

Minority Concerns

Harold Pollack, PhD, Helen Ross Professor of Social Service Admimstze o tha Unweisaty of
Chicago, where he researches health and urban policy concems, noniEsiae ewl @ o century
Foundation, co-author of " The index Card: Why Personal Finaace Doge | He oo Se Cnnalicated




Dr. Pollack beligves that everything Americans need to know about maragn = mocey could il on
a single index card. He explained why his nine simple rules oLlserforr mors e dlssia ! nanclal
strategies. He also discussed the most responsible way o selezt a hirzncial © lasaranc iy he fell
one of his most important rules should be ta support the nation's social safet, nes

Issues covered: Length: 9:127
Personal Finance
Charitable Contributions

Maria Corkern, reading specialist, teacher, autrar of "Dons Thesauius

Recent studies have found that since 1950, the average teenager's vacanle © e dronped for
25,000 words to only 10,000, Ms. Corkern said that a limited vocabulay a! Sole . Inle & reducad

ability to think critically and communicate effectively. which res2lis pon” oot 1300l par ci 2ace
She offered suggestions for parents on how 1o halp 8 child iImarove s weost Jiary

[ssues covered: Lenaiin: 50

Education

Teen Concerns
Youth at Risk

Show # 2016-08

Date aired: .3"6} ’“fér Time Aired:?_“-—’)z’?___ﬂlﬂ

Katy J. Harriger, PhD, Chair and Professar, Depariment of Politics ano iits o =tional Atfars at Wake

Forest University

Our nation’s political climate s more polarized than ever, ard vater turmoul = ons young ceople i
abysmal. But Dr Harringer led a study that found that learning to talk "bo ' v “vers o' =h50as while
in college can inspire young adults to be more engaged citizens even I8 g0 © |50 20 e siplaired

what the students were taught and how it could be applied to voters of ary =
Issues covered: Lenqth: B:3¢

Civic Participation

Voting

Youth Concerns

Matt Schulz, Senicr Industry Analyst 2t CrediCards.com

25 million credit cardholders haven't changed their go-to credit card in 0 0 120 24

Mr. Schultz said that people are missing many rewards Decauss card 2. & ol = ing Yot
new customers and giving big sign-up benusss He outiined suma.al L= o - BEV Y ConsuUfers
use to get the most out of their credit cards, He also explained why many oo sJrmars a2 - luciat to
switch cards

Issues covered: Length: 8:27

Personal Finance
Consumer Matters




Phil Reed, Senior Consumer Advice Editor at Edmunds com

Today's cars no longer need to have their oil changed every 2 00 mitar

environment and consumers’ pocketbooks,

Issues covered. Lenipth: 4:5
Environment
Consumer Matters

Show # 2016- 1

Date aired:, 2 3 & Time Aired: Z;ﬁ‘m

Patty Ann Tublin, PhD, author of "Money Can Buy You Happiness. Secrets

To Get Paid What They Are Worth!"

Dr Tublin outlined ways women can closa the gander wage gao and nege
work. She explained why women have & harder time ascepting e atiohin

money, and how to change that attitude. She also offered sugcestion: o W

determine what the aporopriate pay rangs is for a particular job

Issues covered:
Women's Issues
Career

Length: 7106

Henry S. Gornbein, attorney, author of "Civorce Demystified Everyining Yo

You File for Divarce”

Mr Gorbein said next o the death of 2 loved ane divorce i3 ar 2 of the 10

experiences. He discussed the sometimes complicatad steps O tase

proceed with a divorce, He talked about the significant ways divarce nizs “ha

including the surprising influence of social media and changes n child .zl

Issues covered: Length: 9:57
Legal Matters

Marriage

Parenting

Jerry Brewer, MD, dermatologist and ressarcher at the Mayo Chime

Dr. Brewer led a study that found that the risk of deveioning Gie Mos| uaiy-
now more than six times higher among yourg adults than twas 40 yes

likely reasons behind this trend and why women under age 40 may 0e =x.x

Issues covered:
Cancer
Personal Health

Langl 420
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head talked sbalit
design improvements in recent years, and how drivers can decide wien | sl
change. He talked about the positive effects of this rapicly advancing lacine
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Show # 2018-11

Date aired: 3 7(5 *’fz Time Aired: E'ijﬂ

pu=sentN—— L

Brian Fleming, combat veteran, co-author of “Redeployed How Comaal Veisrans Can Siyht the
Battle Within and Win the War at Home"

Mr. Fleming discussed Post Traumatic Strass Disaraer and offerdilict o an oy ooohat veterans
and their families. He noted that the suicide rate among vaterzns und. 1 o Lo ligs ~manhy
44% in the past several years. He said no oneg prepares velenans [0 50 50 py THERE 3 tanstion
back home. He offered strategies for both vets and their famili=s whe ¢ =l g on s FEiumin

civilian life

Issues covered: Length: 9:16
Military Families Issues

Government Policies
Mental Health

Bradley F. Bale, MD, heart attack and stroke prevention specislist. e .- stligr oot Be dearn
Health Program for Grace Clinic, Lubbock, TX, author of "gisad ifie Heen e - Loiie fe
Revolutionary Plan to Prevent Heart Diseass, Stroke, and Diatelss’

Heart disease affects 81 million Americans and is the culprit in ang of 2very o deaths in bz United
States. Dr, Bale said most people think that they are not at risk of a heart 21 b wihey ~oniof their
cholesterol and blood pressure, but they aren’t aware of other major nis- f&: 42 gulired some
relatively inexpensive lab tests than can uncover arterial inflammiation &nd = (ndetiying ca ses. He
also talked about the importance of simple charges In lifgstyle that can dram |zl cul fue visk of
heart attack and stroke

Issues covered: Lenith: 915
Personal Health

Alfie Kohn, education watchdog, authar of “The Aamework Myth Why Tl os Cal Toc b uch of &
Bad Thing

Mr. Kohn shared results of a study that found that more homewvierk 1S Leil. o s annd i yousger
students each school year. He believes that homewark provides no bers ;1 semneniany wohaol He

explained why homework is still 5o widely accepled, desaite evidencs aga -

Issues covered: Length: 4:37
Education

Government Policies

Children's Ilssues

Show # 2016-12 .
Dant\:aired:Jr‘?Z“f ime Aired: 7—-%

Richard Retting, MS, FITE, transportation consultant for the Governors Hior vay bafely Association

Pedestrian fatalities in the U.S. jumped last year. the largest - qwal = 2200 2 e el Mr
Retting said numerous factars may have contributed to the spua. incla irlzase |3 number
of miles driven, alcohol consumption, and the growing ose ol cell ghon:-s | | cdisstn ard drivers

He believes states and localities can apply tha right mix of ang rzznne 200
counteract this troubling trend.

b cemsent i




Issues covered: Length: 7:04
Traffic Safety
Government
Brandeon L. Alderman, PhD, Assistant Professor of Exzrcise Science and & 1 Siudies, Cirector of

the Exercise Psychophysiology Lab at Rutgers University

Dr, Alderman led a study that examined whether a combinat on of activ e o e e | f=ga)
depression Participants who were asked tc meditate for 30 rainutes telr -« sroiaing o0 T minutes
twice a week had 40 percent less depressive symptoms than they did hafie == ey el o He
explained the likely reasons behind these results. He said that even siid) o0 Hzinasie who were not

depressed received noticeable benefits

Issues covered: Lenygih: 10:60
Mental Heaith

Personal Health

Paul Redman, Executive Director of Longweod Gardens nezar Pailadz( | i ek THiE fuiegtaid Bliblic
gardens in the country, co-chair of the Seed Your Fuluse inibs, v& wii | e
career path for young people

Mr. Redman is cancerned about the increasing shortags of protession s Pon ol alisis 20
horticulture programs at universities, He noted that enroliment in horticuiu s srogiarms Fas daclined
dramatically at a time when theé need for graduates of thase proarams w0 noofEn nels sver He
outlined the wide variety of good jobs available and discuasel Lossble red: | Al Nt g ureis not
considered by young adults preparing to enter college or the job marke:
Issues covered: Lengrth: 5:00
Horticulture
Education
Career

Show # 2016-13 . i

Date aired: 5 5/ Time Aired: /¥ el
Michael J. Blaha, MD, MPH, Preventive Cardiologist, Directar of Clinical e onch al the Lococarmne
Center for the Prevention of Heart Disease at lohns Hopkins Hospdal
Dr. Blaha recently led a study that suggests thal people whn 2 2roiss -| 4 | e to
survive their first heart attack. He discussed (ha wige-ranging - =ne’ 1 ahis
enough. He said even older people can get i shape anc gei lhe healt o« ! &' pys al
activity. He also offered ideas for how fo get started
Issues covered: Langifi: 9:0.
Personal Health
Senior Citizens
Janette Sadik-Khan, transportation and urban transiormation xpari for= Tansnatation
commissioner of New York City, author of "Streetfight: Handboowx for &0 Lon - Be aliag o
Ms. Sadik-Khan discussed the Importarnce of incorporaling ininatve | o I T bern
urban environments. She explained how cities can add protecisd biwe La = 0w v el
space, and provide visual cues to reduce speeding She saic redasigring sl l8 “an s

congestion and increase foot traffic, which often improves the battom "ne of ol flsineszas




[ssues covered: Length: 8:16
Urban Planning
Public Transportation

Jason R. Wiles, PhD, Associate Professor, Biolegy, Syracusa Univer: |

Dr. Wiles led a study that found that minority ccliege students lzarn s

enginearing, and mathematics lessons more effectively when thay are 1ai gzl = o s2ent nnorty
student, rather than a traditional classroom lnslructor. He explamed why ETEIE 3 bjzelt 00 24
important for today's students, and thie possible reasons why his aleinal o= athod of gathing works
so well,

Issues covered: Langythi: 5:05

Education

Minority Concerns
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