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Each quarter, KMBZ-FM and KMBZ-AM (Simulcast of KMBZ-FM) places in its Public Inspection File a list 
of what it considers to have been some of the significant problems and needs of its service area and 
some of its most significant programming broadcast to help meet those problems and needs. 
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and program segments, it does not include all programs an program segments broadcast by the station 
during the three months which related to other issues. 
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KMBZ-FM QUARTERLY LISTING OF PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 
October, 2014 – December, 2014 
 
 
1.    BUSINESS/JOBS 
      The economy is still sluggish, but the prevailing thought is the worst is behind us. Local companies 
are hiring again, and in fact, the unemployment rate in Kansas City is lower than the national average.   
 
2 VIOLENCE/CRIME 
    Crime continues to be a major problem facing the Kansas City area.  New statistics out show that 
violent crime is up among all ages and races and in all cities.  White collar crime is also becoming a 
problem for businesses.  The Kansas City Crime Commission working to better enable police 
departments with new information.  Kansas City Police Department revamping and looking at more 
police on streets. 

 
3. GOVERNMENT 
    Local problems exist at city hall in Kansas City, Missouri as the Mayor continues to wrangle with the 
city council over several issues including that of his wife. A recent effort to recall the mayor is 
underway.  As both Kansas and Missouri lawmakers get set to convene next quarter, numerous 
committees are drafting legislative proposals dealing with education, infrastructure and immigration.   
 
4.  EDUCATION  
    The battle to find education dollars for both Kansas and Missouri still a hot topic as the legislative 
session will begin next quarter.  Missouri is looking at a problem with student loans and how to handle 
the agency that is in charge.  Many of the local school districts, such as Shawnee Mission, Liberty, Kansas 
City are facing money issues, and with the state’s economies continuing to slide many of the education 
dollars are being withheld. Kansas City, Missouri continues its search for a new superintendent.  
 
5.MINORITIES 
     As Congress tries to come up with a plan on how to deal with illegal immigrants, Kansas city’s 
Hispanic community rallies joining other cities nationwide to try and show how important the worker’s 
are to the economy.  Meanwhile, area churches are trying to find ways to battle racism.  Missouri 
lawmakers looking at measure to punish businesses and landlords that hire and house illegals. 
 
6.  YOUTH 
      The growing crime rate in Kansas City has hit the area youth hard. The nationwide school shootings 
causing more schools to crackdown on any truancy problems.   Many of the homicide victims have been 
young and officials are concerned about growing gang violence.   There is concern that as the economy 
continues to slide, more and more young people will be out of work, and could turn to crime. 
 
7.  DRUGS 
    While both states have made headways into the problem of drugs in the metro area, 
methamphetamine is still the drug of choice.  While both states have enacted legislation to crack down 
on over the counter medicines that can be used to make meth, law enforcement officials say it’s too 
early to tell if the measures are working.   New surveys out that while hard drugs are on a decline among 
teens, prescription drugs are now the number one problem. 



8.   WOMEN 
       The issue of low pay, lack of child care continue to be a problem among working women in the 
metro area.  As the metro area braces for the economic downturn, more women are seeing their jobs 
eliminated and that is adding to pressure.  More employers though seem to be working better with 
women in the area of health care and that has been noted as a plus among women’s organizations.  
 
9.  HEALTH 
    Missouri and Kansas committees are looking at how to handle the ranks of the under and uninsured.  
Kansas City health department trying to work up plans on how to battle a pandemic if and when it 
occurs here..  The focus of health care will be a big topic in the upcoming presidential election, and as 
the campaigns come through Kansas City, many are asking the candidates their views. 
 
10.. CHARITY 
     Area food banks have been tapped, and more charities are seeing more and more working poor 
coming to their doors.  The holiday season was a tough one for area charities, and they are still playing 
catch up.  
 



Business/Jobs 
 
Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
10.13.14:                 The long drought in California is, of course, bad news for most in the agriculture 
business --- but winemakers are seeing some real benefits. The lack of rain is actually leading to some of 
the best wine Napa and Sonoma counties have seen in a long time, according to the Wall Street Journal. 
There are a number of perks to the drier weather. Less water means smaller grapes, and that 
concentrates the flavor.  
 
 
 
 
 
Violence/Crime 
 
Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
12.22.14:                  One day after two New York City police officers were fatally shot at point blank range 
while sitting in their patrol car in Brooklyn, Mayor Bill deBlasio faces the challenge of reassuring a city on 
edge while addressing a deepening rift with the police department. Police say Ismaaiyl Brinsley walked 
up to a patrol car in Brooklyn on Saturday and fatally shot the officers.  
 
 
 
Government 
 
Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
12.3.14:                 President Obama has reportedly selected a successor to outgoing Defense Secretary 
Chuck Hagel. Word is he’s going to tap former Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton Carter.  
 
12.9.14:                 Senate democrat will release Tuesday a report on torture tactics during the George W 
Bush administration. Intelligence committee chairman Diane Feinstein pushed for the release, while 
republicans on the committee have disavowed the report. There is also concern that details in the 
report could lead to the targeting of US embassies and other violent actions by terror groups.  
 
 
 
 
Education 
 
Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
 
 
 
 



Minorities 
 
Kansas City Morning News  
 
11.7.14:         In Missouri, a legal showdown over same sex marriage is shaping up. 
This morning a Kansas City federal judge Ortrie Smith ruled the show me state's ban on same sex 
marriage is unconstitutional. Missouri attorney general Chris Koster announced almost immediately he 
will appeal. Until that process plays out, Smith delayed the ruling from taking effect.  Kansas City 
congressman Emanuel Cleaver says now there's a patchwork of laws, and it's time for the high court to 
make a ruling. Judge Smith's ruling comes one day after an Ohio federal appeals court upheld gay 
marriage bans in four other states.  It was handed down on a challenge to Missouri's law from the ACLU. 
 
12.4.14:             An attorney says a grand jury in New York has declined to indict a white police officer on 
criminal charges in the chokehold death of unarmed Eric Garner in July. Garner was stopped in Staten 
Island on suspicion of selling loose, untaxed cigarettes.  
 
 
 
 
Youth 
 
Kansas City’s Morning News 
 
12.2.14:               A Dora the Explorer backpack and Hello Kitty jewelry set are among several items 
deemed dangerous in the annual Trouble in Toyland safety report published by the US Public Interest 
Research Group. The report says several toys for sale in stores across the US are choking hazards or have 
concentrations of toxic substances.  
 
 
 
 
 
Drugs 
 
Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
10.14.14:             Adolf Hitler apparently relied on a stunning array of drugs while ruling Nazi Germany, 
including on made popular by Breaking Bad: crystal meth. According to a 47 page US military dossier, a 
doctor filled the Fuhrer with tranquilizers, morphine, bulls’ semen, and a pill that contained crystal 
meth. Newser says by his account, Hitler downed crystal meth before a 1943 meeting with Mussolini in 
which Hitler ranted for two hours, and took nine shots of meth while living out his last days in a bunker.  
 
12.17.14:               Sometimes, a good dose of reality can help you make a better decision. Especially, 
when it’s the reality that you’re too drunk to beat a simple memory game…let alone drive. Just as the 
nation finds itself in the throes of the holiday season, the federal government has launched a new 
cellphone app that allows people who may have had one too many to get an idea of just how drunk they 
are --- and hail a ride home.  
 



 
 
Women  
 
Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
10.27.14:                     If you’re 40 or older and you want to have a baby, you might want to try the whole 
cougar thing. Turns out, older women have more luck conceiving a baby with younger men. Canadian 
researchers believe the problem is in the men’s sperm, which drops in quality with age. A young 
woman’s egg is able to make up for deficiencies, but older eggs struggle to do so. One of the researchers 
says go as young as you can. The study is the first to provide evidence that men, like women, have a 
biological clock.  
 
 
 
 
 
Health  
 
Kansas City’s Morning News 
 
10.9.14:                Big news for cancer patients in the metro. Collaboration between two local hospitals is 
expected to improve treatment in the metro. Dr. Tim Pluart is medical director at St. Luke's Cancer 
Institute and he says they've partnered with Liberty Hospital. "Cancer has become incredibly complex to 
treat and we as a larger entity, you have more availability of resources and research opportunities," said 
Pluart. Pluart says they'd really like to see Liberty Hospital become a major hub for cancer care in the 
Northland, which has been shown to have big benefits for patients. 
 
10.10.14:              Airport authorities aren’t willing to see the hilarious side of jokes about Ebola right 
now, a passenger flying from Philadelphia to the Dominican Republic discovered yesterday. After the 
coughing and sneezing passenger declared “I’ve been to Africa” --- early reports said he yelled “I have 
Ebola” --- the plane was held on the tarmac for more than an hour after landing while emergency 
workers in hazmat suits removed the passenger from the plane. “I ain’t from Africa” he blurted out as he 
was led away.  
 
10.10.14:             If it’s low-fat it’s good for you, right? Often companies remove fat only to increase 
sugar, salt, and additives in an effort to make “diet” food taste better, and apparently 10% of such foods 
actually have the same number of calories as their regular counterparts. Sometimes more. Five of the 9 
low fat foods Health.com says we should stop eating or cut down on: turkey bacon, salad dressing, 
peanut butter, egg substitutes, and granola.  
 
10.14.14:              Until now, researchers have used mice for Alzheimer’s research, which is time-
consuming and often ineffective, with many of the drug that “cured” the disease in mice turning out to 
be useless with human patients. But lead researcher Rudolph Tanzi says that with the new system --- 
which can be adapted to other neurodegenerative disorders --- “we can test hundreds of thousands of 
drugs in a matter of months”. He has already begun testing thousands of experimental drugs. The 
researchers say the dish experiments have also provided fresh evidence that buildup of a protein called 
amyloid kicks off the “vicious” cycle in the brain that leads to dementia.  



 
 
 
 
Charity 
 
Kansas City’s Morning News 
 
November-December:               In these two months KMBZ-AM/FM conducted its’ annual Coats for Kids 
campaign, raising money and collecting coats for needy children in the Kansas City area.  


