
 

 

 

 

 

Issues Report 

Fourth Quarter – 2015 

 

KEYC News 12 – Mankato, MN 

 

 

 

Description of programming providing the most significant treatment of community issues. 

 

Completed and uploaded on or before January 10, 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dan Ruiter – News Director 

1/8/16 

 

 



KEYC-TV 

TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT PERIOD OCTOBER 1 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 

2015 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS OR BROADCAST SEGMENTS WHICH, IN THE STATION’S 

JUDGEMENT, REFLECT THE STATION’S MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED COMMUNITY 

ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD OCTOBER 1, 2015 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2015. 

PROGRAM INDEX: 

 PROGRAM:    DAY:    TIME: 

 KEYC News 12 Morning   Monday-Friday   7:25; 7:55; 8:25AM 

 Regional Spotlight   Monday-Friday   8:55AM 

 KEYC News 12 Midday   Monday-Friday   12:00-12:30PM 

 KEYC News 12 @ 5   Monday-Friday   5:00-5:30PM 

 KEYC News 12 @ 6   Monday-Saturday  6:00-6:30PM 

 KEYC News 12 @ 9   Monday-Friday   9:00-9:30PM 

 KEYC News 12 @ 10   Monday-Sunday  10:00-10:30PM 

 Face the Nation    Sunday (Jan.1-Feb. 8)  10:00-10:30AM 

 Face the Nation    Sunday (After Feb. 15)  9:30-10:30AM 

 60 Minutes    Sunday    6:00-7:00PM 

 48 Hours    Saturday   9:00-10:00PM 

“KEYC News 12” is a regularly scheduled half-hour newscast that is locally produced.  It has a mix of 

news, weather, sports, and community issue-related feature reports.  Duration of stories listed in this 

report range from 1 to 5 minutes. 

 CBS Evening News   Monday-Friday   5:30-6:00PM 

This is a CBS produced news program featuring news, information and perspectives on the daily events 

of the nation and the world.  The program also features special features on issues and concerns of the 

nation.  These special issue oriented reports are approximately three minutes long. 

 CBS Morning News   Monday-Friday   6:30-7:00AM 

 CBS This Morning   Monday-Friday   7:00-9:00AM 

 CBS This Morning   Saturday   6:00-8:00AM 

This CBS produced news program features news, interviews, weather and information segments and 

feature reports on issues and concerns of the American Public.  The community issue segments usually 

are three to four minutes long. 

 CBS Sunday Morning   Sunday    8:00-9:30AM 



This CBS produced news magazine program focuses on three to four issues or entertainment oriented 

reports in each week’s program.  Many of these reports are interviews.  Each report averages ten to 

twelve minutes long. 

 

Issues/Programs List 

KEYC-TV, Mankato, Minnesota 

2015 – Q4 

 

Community Issues: 

1. Transportation 

2. Education 

3. Healthy Lifestyles 

4. Agricultural Economy 

5. Local Economy and Growth 

 

TRANSPORTATION: 

 The 2015 road construction season was a very busy and ambitious year around the area.  With 

those projects ending the season in the 4th quarter, there was no shortage of projects to talk 

about.  The 2015 construction season was fairly high-profile because of the numerous detours 

on very busy routes – it affected thousands upon thousands of people in the KEYC News 12 

viewing area. 

 On October 6th, the summer-long project that closed down Highway 22 between Mankato and 

Saint Peter ended, opening up to traffic on that day.  Of course, KEYC News 12 viewers learned 

of its opening within minutes after it happened. 

KEYC News 12 viewers also learned about an added road closure and detour during North 

Mankato’s Lookout Drive project on October 20th.  The one-day project was stretched in to a 



second day because of weather delays – KEYC News 12 kept viewers abreast of those 

developments. 

On October 26th, another large detour came to an end along Highway 14.  As KEYC News 12 

viewers learned, the stretch between North Mankato and Nicollet finally opened. KEYC News 

12 reported on November 24th that Old Highway 14 between Owatonna and Janesville finally 

reopened. 

Also, one local governmental agency decided to request an added local option sales tax to fund 

transportation projects.  KEYC News 12 reported on November 7th that the Blue Earth County 

board approved the measure, which could add more than five and a half million dollars to 

county coffers every year. 

   

EDUCATION: 

Education is a big part of who we are in Southern Minnesota and Northern Iowa.  Mankato is 

home to two 4-year colleges, and St. Peter has a 4-year college, as well.  On October 1st, KEYC 

News 12 viewers learned that the MSU-Mankato Aviation program earned its national 

accreditation.  Likewise, they learned that on October 8th that Bethany Lutheran College’s 

Nursing program earned its national accreditation. 

College affordability continues to be a significant challenge for students, and KEYC News 12 

viewers saw our interview with U.S. Senator Al Franken on his legislation to make college 

affordable.  That was on October 8th, as well.  Knowing that higher education is well-taken care 

of is important to KEYC News 12 viewers, and they learned on October 15th that Minnesota 

State University-Mankato’s College of Science, Engineering, and Technology received a gift of 

$865,000 to fund advanced software for its students. 

Each year, Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter hosts the Nobel Conference.  KEYC News 12 

reported on October 6th that the yearly conference focused on the science of addiction as 

experts discussed the issue and how to learn more about it. 

At the high school level, we learned of teacher shortages in certain areas of expertise.  KEYC 

News 12 addressed those problems by bringing to light the shortage of Family & Consumer 

Science (FACS) teachers at a regional conference held in Mankato October 23rd.  The station’s 

news department also discovered a shortage of agriculture teachers, and addressed the 

problem on October 28th. 

In 2015, it was revealed that the most recent surveys found that American test scores suffered 

a small decline.  KEYC News 12 shined a spotlight on that problem on October 28th. 



Funding continues to be a challenge for local school districts, with many of them asking local 

voters for money beyond what the state furnishes.  KEYC News 12 viewers saw regular stories 

throughout the month of October and first part of November on local levy and bond 

referendums.  Our News Department showed viewers what the Truman and Owatonna school 

districts both needed on October 21, Maple River school district on October 27, St. James 

district on October 31, and the Lake Crystal district on November 3.  Of course, KEYC News 12 

gave referendum results on election night, which was November 4. 

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES:   

Rural health care is a growing concern in our area, further evidenced by some of the stories 

addressed by KEYC News 12.  On November 5th, KEYC News 12 brought to light new 

technologies to better train medical professionals at Mayo Clinic Health System-Fairmont.  On 

December 2nd, the news department alerted viewers that the Open Door Health Center, which 

serves low-income patients, will be adding a Behavioral Health Therapist for kids.  Adding to the 

accessibility issue that KEYC News 12 examined was the addition of telemedicine options in 

Faribault County – specifically making a Twin Cities Cardiologist available to southern 

Minnesota patients, as viewers saw on December 16th. 

Obesity and lifestyle choices are becoming key focus areas in the health care industry.  On 

November 17th, KEYC News 12 viewers learned about the UCare grant to Martin County, which 

will enable more residents there to choose healthy options more than they were previously 

able to.  Allina Hospitals decided to eliminate, system-wide, sugary drinks and fried foods from 

its kitchens, as KEYC News 12 viewers saw on December 3rd. 

Certain policies grabbed attention in the 4th quarter, as well.   A Minnesota board announced 

that it would allow medicinal marijuana to be prescribed for sufferers of intractable pain.   KEYC 

News 12 examined the issue on December 2nd.  Another controversial policy change involved 

head lice and school children.  Parents within the Faribault School District were upset that the 

school was allowing children with head lice to remain in school.  On December 18th, as KEYC 

News 12 viewers learned, the new policy mirrors recommendations from the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention. 

Other items of note KEYC News 12 viewers saw addressed:  a delay on the flu mist vaccine on 

October 27 and November 20; Minnesota’s new norovirus problem; and how to prevent a heart 

attack while shoveling snow in advance of the December 30th snow storm. 

KEYC News 12 also broadcasts developing health stories and studies regularly on its Midday, 

5:00pm, 9:00pm, and 10:00pm weekday news programs. 

 



AGRICULTURAL ECONOMY: 

Southern Minnesota and Northern Iowa’s economy is dependent upon Agriculture.  Most of ag-

related news thus far in 2015 has been dominated by stories about the avian flu.  

KEYC News 12 brought viewers news of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s all-clear for 

Minnesota farmers on December 15th.  Other milestones in this year’s fight against the avian 

flu came on October 19th when contracts were awarded to two agencies to develop a vaccine, 

and when the bans on poultry exhibits were lifted – in Minnesota, as reported by KEYC News 

12, on November 30th in Minnesota, and December 29th for Iowa.  Fortunately, the expected 

return of the virus with the colder weather never arrived.  There was significant concern about 

the cost of a Thanksgiving turkey after the dozens of turkey flocks were decimated – KEYC News 

12 addressed that issue on November 13th. 

With the many farmers in Southern Minnesota and Northern Iowa, it’s important to note how 

the harvest is progressing, which the news team did for viewers on October 6, 13, and 20 to 

coincide with the state’s weekly crop report.  KEYC News 12 viewers also heard more as field 

work wrapped up with reports on November 9th and 23rd. 

KEYC News 12 also gives regular corn, soybean, and livestock updates on KEYC News 12 Midday, 

5, and 6.  There is also a weekly, farm-based report on different aspects of the agriculture 

industry that airs during KEYC News 12 Midday. 

LOCAL ECONOMY AND GROWTH:   

The Greater Mankato economy continues to do well in spite of a decline in the employment 

rate for the Mankato Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA).  The state’s economy, however, 

continued to grow.  We documented the numbers for KEYC News 12 viewers on October 15th, 

November 19th, and December 17th.  On each of those occasions, the news department 

interviewed Greater Mankato Growth CEO Jonathan Zierdt for expert analysis of the numbers. 

 Viewers also learned that the overall Upper Midwest economy was softening, according to 

researchers at Creighton University, on November 2nd. 

Retail is a huge part of the story in the 4th quarter of every year.  KEYC News 12 viewers learned 

about what was open and when for Thanksgiving and Black Friday shopping on November 25, 

26, and the retail madness that was on display for November 27.  On November 30, we got our 

first picture of how well retailers did for the Christmas shopping season. 

Additionally, KEYC News 12 viewers receive regular Wall Street updates on KEYC News 12 

Midday and KEYC News 12 at 5.  Wall Street index and stock reports are also seen on KEYC 

News 12 at 5 and 6. 


