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The following newscasts, programs, specials, and 
announcements airing on WSIL-TV provide the most significant 

treatment of community issues: 
 
 

WSIL-TV Newscasts 
 

News 3 This Morning   Monday-Friday 5:00-7:00 a.m. 
News 3 This Morning   Saturday-Sunday 6:00-7:00 a.m. 
News 3 at 5    Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30 p.m. 
News 3 at 5    Saturday-Sunday 5:00-5:30 p.m. 
News 3 at 6    Monday-Friday 6:00-6:30 p.m. 
News 3 at 6:30    Monday-Friday 6:30-7:00 p.m. 
News 3 at 10    Monday-Friday 10:00-10:35 p.m. 
News 3 at 10    Saturday-Sunday 10:00-10:30 p.m. 

 
 

Public Service Announcements 
 

Varying length announcements from :15-:60 airing throughout the day about 
issues of community interest and importance. 

 
 

The following ABC network programs are also 
represented in this report: 

 
Good Morning America 

ABC World News 
Nightline 

20-20 
This Week with George Stephanopoulos 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Problems & Needs List 
2020 4th Quarter Report 

WSIL-KPOB 
 

In direct response to timely news topics, viewer letters and emails, WSIL-
KPOB covered the following issues through news stories, public affairs 

programming and/or special reports: 
 
 

1. EDUCATION: Budget deficits; state funding; taxpayer opposition; need to 
upgrade school infrastructure; school district adaptation to new technology; 
need for upgrading of system and high educational standards; school 
funding and support of system; education for nontraditional. 
 

2. CRIME/COURT: Following local crime stories, sentencing and police 
standoffs. 

 
3. COVID-19: Following the nationwide pandemic, effects in our region, 

confirmed cases, what to do and best practices. 
 

4. HEALTH: Aids; rising medical costs; childcare affordability; availability of 
childcare; need for resources for elderly; strengthening of family unit; 
transportation and housing for poor and elderly; more programs for elderly; 
needs for the disadvantaged; nurses, doctors, and dentists; problems of 
alcohol and drug abuse; racial problems; child abuse; spouse abuse; 
sexual abuse; support for single parent families. 

 
5. Government: Local, regional, state, and national leaders talk about 

important social, educational, and racial matters, new laws, elections, and 
the impact they have on society 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



4th QUARTER 
QUARTERLY REPORTS 

“EDUCATION” 
10-01-20 THROUGH 12-31-20 

 
First Aired  Length  Show 

   10/01/20  1:00   6:30PM 
 
New Simpson Hill School District, in Ozark, Illinois, received the Blue-Ribbon award for the 
last set of tests they completed before the pandemic began. They were nominated by the 
Illinois State Board of Education last spring and were one of around 350 schools in the nation 
to be honored. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   10/06/20  :20   6PM 
 
More tuition breaks are being made available for incoming students at SIU Carbondale. Last 
month, the university announced they would cover tuition for some students under a certain 
income level. SIU has announced it will extend the program to students transferring to the 
university next fall, 2021. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   10/07/20  :50   10PM 
 
Big changes are coming to a Cape Girardeau elementary school and members of the 
community will be able to enjoy them, too. The Jefferson Elementary school building is 
completing a $12 million dollar renovation, building a state-of-the-art aquatic center, 
gymnasium, and a new cafeteria. 
 
    First Aired  Length  Show 
   11/05/20  3:00   6PM 
 
Parents and students show us how they are trying to overcome the challenges of remote 
learning. Both teachers and parents say technology problems are a major roadblock to virtual 
learning. Parents also express frustration, trying to help teach their students the new material, 
while maintaining full-time jobs. 

   First Aired  Length  Show 
   11/06/20  :45   5PM 
 
Paducah's public schools are back to remote learning. All virtual instruction is expected to 
continue through next week. They are following a recommendation from the McCracken 
County Health Department regarding the high number of COVID-19 cases in the community. 
Multiple faculty members were forced to quarantine after being exposed to the virus away 
from school. The district says this is the best option to keep students safe despite the 
inconvenience it may cause. 
 
 
 
 



4th QUARTER 
QUARTERLY REPORTS 
“EDUCATION” cont. 

10-01-20 THROUGH 12-31-20 
 
First Aired  Length  Show 

   11/12/20  1:30   5PM 
 
A Jackson County shop teacher is recovering after losing a finger during a classroom project. 
Fellow faculty at Elverado High School credit a group of students with helping to save his life. 
Students worked quickly to wrap the finger to stop the bleeding and locate the appendage for 
paramedics. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   11/15/20  1:35   5PM 
 
Illinois universities, including SIU, are "likely" to see another round of cuts as lawmakers try to 
balance the budget. This comes after Voters rejected Governor JB Pritzker's proposal for a 
graduated income tax. Public Policy expert John Jackson says universities are the easiest 
place lawmakers can cut "discretionary spending." 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   11/20/20  1:30   6PM 
 
Eldorado Schools having success with in-person learning.  School officials say the learning is 
on track to match a "regular" school year. More than 90% of students attend in-person learn-
ing, something the district has kept going since the start. School administrators understand 
the new mitigation measures and are fully prepared to go all-virtual for learning if it becomes 
necessary. 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   12/02/20  :45   6PM 
 
The SIU system president is making his way to Edwardsville, before permanently residing in 
Springfield. Mahony will live in Edwardsville for one semester before moving his home to 
Springfield. The SIU President has traditionally stayed on the SIU Carbondale campus   
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   12/04/20  1:40   5PM 
 
The Southeast Missouri State University is preparing for their new aviation program to take 
flight. SEMO will be partnering with the US Aviation Group as well as the Cape Girardeau 
Regional Airport for its Professional Pilot Program. Starting in the Fall 20-21 semester 
students will have the ability to earn a Bachelor of Science in the program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4th QUARTER 
QUARTERLY REPORTS 
“EDUCATION” cont. 

10-01-20 THROUGH 12-31-20 
 
First Aired  Length  Show 

   12/16/20  :45   6PM 
 
A 15-Million-dollar donation to a small Community College in Paducah is set to make a big 
impact. West Kentucky Community and Technical College says it is the largest donation in the 
school's history. The un-restricted nature of the donation allows the school to use it however 
they choose. He says portions of it will have an immediate impact on securing both short-term 
and long-term goals. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   12/18/20  1:30   6PM 
 
Shawnee Community College is creating short, educational videos to keep students engaged 
while at home. The videos involve different areas of science and all relate back to the local 
area. Professor Tony Gerard recorded a "Science in Seconds" video, showing how mistletoe 
grows and is harvested in the wild. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   12/30/20  :45   6PM 
 
Golden Apple Foundation is working to combat the teacher shortage by accepting applicants 
for its 2021 "Accelerators" program. It is a one-year residency and license program for those 
with a bachelor’s degree or seniors in college who want to be educators in southern, central, 
and western Illinois. Participants will receive a large stipend for coursework and living 
expenses. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4th QUARTER 
QUARTERLY REPORTS 

“CRIME/COURT” 
10-01-20 THROUGH 12-31-20 

 
   First Aired  Length  Show 
   10/01/20  :35   10PM 
 
A 16-year-old has been charged for her role in the murder of Kyle Johnson. Illinois State 
Police finally caught up with the teen and her travel companion 18-year-old Rick Meador in 
Florida, following the death of the Olney teen nearly a month ago. Meador was arrested on a 
warrant, charging him with first-degree murder. Authorities have charged the 16-year-old girl 
with first-degree murder by accountability. 
 
   First Aired  Length  Show 
   10/01/20  1:20   10PM 
 
Update on the investigation into the Com-Ed bribery scheme against Il Speaker of the House 
Mike Madigan. Il GOP members shared drafts for subpoenas for key eyewitnesses.  The 
committee chair called them premature, saying they did not want to interfere with the federal 
investigation. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   10/26/20  :29   5PM 
 
A fire at a home on West 15th Street in Christopher is being investigated as suspicious. 
Christopher Police tell News 3 one woman in that home was sent to the hospital. The extent 
of her injuries is not being released at this time. The home was treated as a crime scene with 
the state fire marshal investigating. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   11/06/20  1:45   10PM 
 
Break in at a Joppa Church. Many items belonging to the pastor were taken. Search for 
suspects is underway. 

 
First Aired  Length  Show 

   11/18/20  :25   6PM 
 
Cairo Baby Death arrest. After a multi-month investigation Illinois State Police announced a 
woman had been arrested for the death of a 4-month-old child she had been caring for. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   11/19/20  :25   5AM 
 
Paducah Bank Robbery. Surveillance images show a robber demanding cash from a 
downtown Kentucky bank. 
 
 



4th QUARTER 
QUARTERLY REPORTS 
“CRIME/COURT” cont. 

10-01-20 THROUGH 12-31-20 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   11/20/20  :25   5AM 
 
Cyle Harner found guilty: A former Johnson County Sheriff’s Deputy who was charged with 
causing a deadly crash while driving drunk was found guilty. He will later be sentenced.  
 
   First Aired  Length  Show 
   11/27/20  2:25   10PM 
 
Crime Cameras: Tale of Two Cities. The town of Mt. Vernon has an extensive network of 
cameras that have been used to solve crimes. In Cape Girardeau, police are asking for 
residents to register their home doorbell cameras to potentially help in certain cases. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   12/12/20  :25   5PM 
 
Search underway for escaped inmates from Tennessee prison. Authorities in multiple states 
put on alert. 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   12/23/20  1:00   5PM 
 
Julia Bevely in court. The woman accused of stabbing an 11-year-old girl to death in early 
December pleaded not guilty in court. 
 

 First Aired  Length  Show 
   12/30/20  :20   6PM 
 
New details about a 20-19 murder, in which FOUR people were charged. Authorities recently 
took into custody and charged -- Malik Felton -- Austen Norris -- Keith Kemery -- and Ashley 
Kaminski in the death of Jeffery Ennis. The Herrin resident was found dead in his driveway on 
North 17th street in January of 2019. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



4th QUARTER 
QUARTERLY REPORTS 

“COVID-19” 
10-01-20 THROUGH 12-31-20 

 
First Aired  Length  Show 

   10/21/20  1:00   10PM 
 
Virus Church Impacts: As new limits on gathering sizes go back in place---area churches who 
had been gathering in person again spoke out about changing gears—and switching back to 
remote services. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   10/22/20  2:00   6PM 
 
Restaurant Defiance: Despite a shutdown of indoor dining services several restaurants 
opened their doors and sat customers at tables. Some of those business owners and 
customers spoke to News 3 and said they were doing what they had to do to survive and 
support local establishments. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   10/22/20  :25   6PM 
 
Local representative has COVID-19. Illinois Representative Dave Severin, of Benton, said he 
and his wife tested positive. He shared a statement asking for prayers and for the community 
to do their part to slow the spread of the virus. 

 
First Aired  Length  Show      
10/23/20  2:00   6PM 
 

Grant money for businesses hit hard by COVID-19. The City of Murphysboro, IL freed up 
extra funds to help businesses in town make payroll or pay bills due to lost revenues from the 
virus. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   10/28/20  1:30   10PM 
 
Paducah ICU Doctor Speaks Out. The doctor told News 3 he has had to change his bedside 
manner to better serve those battling the virus who may not be used to being in the hospital. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   10/29/20  1:10   5PM 
 
Virus hospitalizations: SIH saw a huge spike in COVID patients being admitted over the week. 
News 3 WSIL broke down the numbers and talked to hospital officials. 
 

 
 
 



4th QUARTER 
QUARTERLY REPORTS 

“COVID-19” cont. 
10-01-20 THROUGH 12-31-20 

 
First Aired  Length  Show 

   10/30/20  1:45   10PM 
 
A recent spike in COVID-19 cases has many on edge. News 3 spoke to a nurse who is 
working with patients daily in the COVID-19 unit at Carbondale Memorial Hospital.  

 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   11/02/20  :40   6:30PM 
 
Carter County, MO Masks. The small, rural Missouri county found itself in the national 
spotlight as its positivity rate spiked to 40 percent in August. It was 30 percent in November 
and was attributed to the community not taking the virus seriously. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   11/09/20  :25   10PM 
 
New treatment: The FDA Approves a New Anti-body treatment. This story was provided by the 
ABC News feed.  

 
First Aired  Length  Show 

   11/10/20  4:00   6PM & 6:30PM 
 
Dorm Room Quarantine: Two-part piece on how Southern Illinois University dealt with COVID 
positive students during the fall semester and how students who lived in quarantine after 
positive exposure dealt with the restrictions.  
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   11/12/20  1:00   6PM 
 
Surgeries put on hold. SIH puts elective surgeries on hold to free up more space in the 
hospital for COVID-19 patients.  
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   11/19/20  :30   10PM 
 
Local Superintendent speaks out about COVID-19 in schools. He shared breakdowns of how 
COVID-19 has spread inside the school versus outside in the community.  

 
First Aired  Length  Show 

   11/23/20  :45   10PM 
 
Thanksgiving Hot Map: A breakdown of the biggest pockets of COVID-19 positivity ahead of 
the holiday. Local health departments urged as many people as possible to avoid traveling.  



4th QUARTER 
QUARTERLY REPORTS 

“COVID-19” cont. 
10-01-20 THROUGH 12-31-20 

 
First Aired  Length  Show 

   12/01/20  :45   10PM 
 
Is it legal? The Jefferson County, IL Chamber of Commerce took part in a zoom call asking 
whether Illinois Governor JB Pritzker had the legal authority to shut down businesses with 
COVID-19 restrictions. 

 
First Aired  Length  Show 

   12/01/20  :45   6:30PM 
 
School in Kentucky defies orders of Governor Andy Beshear and continues in-person learning 
despite COVID-19 concerns 

 
First Aired  Length  Show 

   12/02/20  1:00   10PM 
 
Hospital Capacity. A new report raised concerns about available beds in hospitals across 
Missouri. We broke down the numbers in Cape Girardeau—the biggest community in our 
backyard. 

 
First Aired  Length  Show 

   12/04/20  :45   10PM 
 
COVID in Jail. News 3 WSIL explored how local jails are dealing with COVID-19 spread. The 
Cape Girardeau County Sheriff talked with a reporter about mitigations efforts in her facility. 

 
First Aired  Length  Show 

   12/07/20  1:30   5PM 
 
Top official fired over COVID-19 deaths. The LaSalle Veterans Home has seen more than 30 
veterans die from COVID-19. The state of Illinois fired the top official there for not doing more 
to save those lives. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   12/09/20  1:30   6PM 
 
Saying thank you. After her sister passed away from COVID-19 -- a local woman and her 
family -- want to thank the doctors and nurses who went above and beyond for their loved 
one's care.  

 
 
 
 
 



4th QUARTER 
QUARTERLY REPORTS 

“COVID-19” cont. 
10-01-20 THROUGH 12-31-20 

 
First Aired  Length  Show 

   12/10/20  1:10   6:30PM 
 
COVID-19 Vaccines. An explanation from CNN about how the vaccine works and what a 
potential rollout might look like. 

 
First Aired  Length  Show 

   12/11/20  2:00   6PM 
 
Restaurant Impact: Eateries across Illinois say mitigations to stop the spread of COVID-19 
are hurting their bottom lines and costing jobs. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   12/14/20  :45   10PM 
 
COVID-19 positivity is dropping in Kentucky and local restaurants can once again open to 
indoor dining with limited capacity. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   12/14/20  :45   10PM 
Kentucky prison inmates do their part to help slow the spread of COVID-19 but sewing masks 
that will be distributed throughout the county.  
 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   12/16/20  2:10   10PM 

 
Jackson County Business Fines. Local businesses violating a city ordinance on indoor dining 
face fines but speak out against the COVID-19 mitigations. Some say they cannot afford to 
not be open. 

 
First Aired  Length  Show 

   12/17/20  1:00   6PM 
 
Vaccine explainer. Illinois health officials share what the vaccine rollout will be like locally. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   12/22/20  1:00   6PM 
 
Mayor Shares Experiences. The Mayor of Cape Girardeau, MO had COVID-19 and he talked 
with a News 3 WSIL reporter about the impacts on his health.  
 
 

 



4th QUARTER 
QUARTERLY REPORTS 

“HEALTH” 
10-01-20 THROUGH 12-31-20 

 
   First Aired  Length  Show 
   10/20/20  1:05   5PM 
 
New research suggests that women with migraine headaches may avoid pregnancy out of 
concern that their headaches will get worse while pregnant. 
 
   First Aired  Length  Show 
   10/27/20  1:12   5AM 
 
Illinois lawmakers are working to improve the state's behavioral healthcare. Their biggest 
concerns are the lack of treatment -- for mental health issues and addiction -- in minority 
communities. 

 
First Aired  Length  Show 

   10/27/20  1:40   6:30PM 
 
Researchers hope a new cell discovery -- will lead to future treatments for degenerative 
neurological diseases -- like A-L-S -- multiple sclerosis -- and more. 

 
First Aired  Length  Show 

   10/29/20  1:35   6:30PM 
 
Experts are urging everyone to do their part in the battle against Covid-19. Various professors 
and scientists warn that trick or treating is not safe this year and kids should be kept home. 
Others say do your best to make it as safe as possible. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   11/23/20  1:10   10PM 
 
Sleep, exercise, and limited screen time -- are all important for the developing brain and body. 
But our children may be coming up short on all three. 
 
   First Aired  Length  Show 
   11/26/20  1:20   6:30PM 
 
Celebrating the holidays this year -- could give a much-needed boost to your mental health. 
Reid Binion explains why these uplifting moments can benefit your well-being. 
 
   First Aired  Length  Show 
   12/14/20  1:15   6:30PM 
 
Picky eating is common among young children -- especially those on the autism spectrum. 
And meals can be even more challenging during the holidays. We offered tips to help keep 
the peace at the dinner table. 



4th QUARTER 
QUARTERLY REPORTS 

“HEALTH” cont. 
10-01-20 THROUGH 12-31-20 

 
First Aired  Length  Show 

   12/23/20  :45   6PM 
 
If the pandemic has isolated you from family and friends for the holidays, there are ways to 
feel less alone or depressed. Centerstone Clinical Coordinator, Shalynn Malone says this is a 
time to get creative and celebrate online with loved ones. 

 
First Aired  Length  Show 

   12/24/20  :45   5PM 
 
Many families have experienced loss this year and could have one less family member at the 
dinner table for the holidays. But Centerstone says there are ways to cope with that grief. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   12/30/20  2:40   5PM 

Local ambulance service is first in Missouri to use state of the art equipment. An ambulance 
service in Cape Girardeau could soon make a significant difference for heart attack patients. 
The outgoing monitors were not just old, they were heavy, and clunky. The upgraded units will 
be more capable, and versatile, coming in two separate pieces. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4th QUARTER 
QUARTERLY REPORTS 

“GOVERNMENT” 
10-01-20 THROUGH 12-31-20 

 
   First Aired  Length  Show 
   10/01/20  1:20   10PM 
 
Update on the investigation into the Com-Ed bribery scheme against Il Speaker of the House 
Mike Madigan. Il GOP members shared drafts for subpoenas for key eyewitnesses.  The 
committee chair called them premature, saying they did not want to interfere with the federal 
investigation.  
 
   First Aired  Length  Show 
   10/12/20  1:00   10PM 
 
SIU Law professor Steven Masias speaking about the historic nature of Amy Coney Barrett's 
Supreme Court confirmation hearings. He spoke of the impact her confirmation could have 
locally on the ACA, and the Il Reproductive Health Act. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   10/15/20  1:36   6PM 
 
Jackson County Clerk Frank Byrd talks about things voters need to keep in mind while voting 
by mail or absentee voting for their ballot to not be disqualified when it is opened. He 
describes how to properly fill out the ballot. 
    

First Aired  Length  Show 
   10/19/20  2:25   5PM 
 
Governor Pritzker held a press conference in Murphysboro at the Jackson County Health 
Department to talk about the increasing number of Covid-19 cases in all regions of the state, 
and to announce tightening of restrictions in Region 5.   This imposed stricter restrictions on 
bars and restaurants. Dr Craig Davis with SIH also spoke and talked about Southern Illinois 
coming together to overcome the virus. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   11/04/20  1:15   10PM 
 
Paducah Mayor Elect George Bray speaks about winning the election. Bray discusses why he 
feels like his message helped him win, and spoke about the city budget and a few other 
issues he was interested in.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4th QUARTER 
QUARTERLY REPORTS 

“GOVERNMENT” 
10-01-20 THROUGH 12-31-20 

 
First Aired  Length  Show 

   11/20/20  :45   6PM 
 
Il Republican State Senator Sue Rezin and Il Democratic State Representative La Shawn 
Ford demand more information from the Pritzker Administration regarding how they make 
decisions for Covid-19 restrictions. Both feel as if the General Assembly should have a say in 
restrictions, and that the nature of the pandemic requires an all-hands-on deck approach. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   11/24/20  1:20   5PM 
 
State leaders discuss the unprecedented fraud that the Illinois unemployment assistance 
program has seen. Il State Rep Dave Severin speaks about possible causes, and the 
investigation looking into what went wrong.  
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   12/01/20  1:00   6PM 
 
Employees with the IL Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity gave an update 
on the distribution of more than 141-million dollars of economic relief grants for business such 
as bars, restaurants, gyms, and movie theaters. Michael Negron, asst dir IDCEO, says they 
are hoping for a Cares Act extension from the lame duck Congress session. Also noted was 
that 28% of the Cares Act funds were set aside for downstate businesses.  
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   12/04/20  1:30   6:30PM 
 
ABC Natl Pkg covering updates from the Labor Dept about November jobs created and 
progress on a second stimulus bill in Congress.  Also discussed was the attempt to pass a 
spending bill and avoid a government shutdown. 
 

First Aired  Length  Show 
   12/15/20  1:45   10PM 
 
Gov Pritzker announces plans to cut more than 700-million dollars from the state budget next 
year. He also said he was hoping to negotiate furlough days for state employees and said it 
could impact state services. AFSCME responded that the governor should not try to balance 
the budget on the backs of state workers. 


