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1. APPLICABILITY: The following describes 
the political advertising policies of WDTV-
WVFX-EVFX and FIRST ALERT adopted in 
compliance with the requirements, rules and 
regulations of the Federal Communications 
Commission.  These policies apply to purchases 
of advertising time for “use” by legally-qualified 
political candidates for public office.  These 
policies are not applicable to political action 
groups or “issue” advertising.

2. SPOT ANNOUNCEMENTS—TERMS 
AND CONDITIONS: During the 60-day period 
before the Primary Election, WDTV-WVFX-
EVFX and FIRST ALERT will sell commercial 
announcement time to political candidates on the 
same terms and conditions, including discounts, 
benefits and other privileges, as are available to 
its most favored commercial advertisers.  

The following classes of commercial 
announcements, each of which has a separate 
rate structure and lowest unit charge, are 
available:

RATE A – FIXED (NON-PRE-EMPTIBLE):  
These spots are guaranteed to air at the 
scheduled time or during a set time period, 
except in the event of unforeseen program 
changes or technical difficulties.  Fixed spots 
constitute WDTV-WVFX-EVFX and FIRST 
ALERT highest-priced class of time.

RATE B – PRE-EMPTIBLE: Spots of this 
level are preempted only to run fixed spots 
purchased by another advertiser.  The likelihood 

of clearance of this level of pre-emptible spot, 
therefore, is approximately 80%.

RATE C – PRE-EMPTIBLE: Spots of this 
level are preempted only to run fixed spots 
purchased by another advertiser.  The likelihood 
of clearance of this level of pre-emptible spot, 
therefore, is approximately 60%.

RATE D – PRE-EMPTIBLE: Spots of this 
level are generally preempted only to run fixed 
spots purchased by another advertiser.  The 
likelihood of clearance of this level of pre-
emptible spot, therefore, is approximately 40%.

RATE E – PRE-EMPTIBLE: These spots are 
always immediately pre-emptible at any time 
prior to airing with no guarantee that the station 
will attempt to notify the advertiser of the pre-
emption.  Rate E spots may be pre-empted at any 
time to accommodate the airing of any spots 
purchased in a higher class.

3. SALES OF TIME OUTSIDE THE PRE-
ELECTION WINDOW:   If a candidate 
purchases time for broadcast outside the Pre-
Election Window, the rates and conditions of 
sale will be comparable to those charged to 
commercial advertisers.  Avails and rates will be 
provided to candidates for these periods on the 
same basis as to commercial advertisers.  
Candidates are not entitled to the lowest unit 
charge for time purchased for use outside the 
Pre-Election Window .

Rebates will be available only if required by 
equal opportunities and comparable rate 
requirements.  The Station’s policies concerning 
makegoods, the availability and pricing of 
package plans and other sales practices will be 
applied to political advertisers during non-
window periods on the same basis as to 
commercial advertisers, including cancellation 
policies. WDTV-WVFX-EVFX and FIRST 
ALERT pre-window cancellation policy is that 
contracts may be terminated with 14 day prior 
written notice to station. The standard WDTV-
WVFX-EVFX and FIRST ALERT  cancellation 
policy is contracts may be terminated with 14 
days prior written notice to station and is the 
policy in effect within the 60 day pre-election 
window.



4. AVAILABILITIES: Attached is a rate card 
describing all programs, dayparts, rotations and 
packages available on WDTV-WVFX-EVFX 
and FIRST ALERT  showing applicable rates 
during the 60-day Pre-Election Window.  These 
rates reflect regular scheduled programming.  
Special programs are available upon request.

The Station may also make available other 
rotations or ROS schedules upon request, and 
may negotiate special advertising packages 
(combinations of spots in various classes or 
rotations) tailored to suit the particular needs of 
individual candidates.  WDTV-WVFX-EVFX 
and FIRST ALERT  may also engage in special 
promotions and if so, will make such promotions 
available to political advertisers upon request.

All station sales of time for use by political 
candidates are subject to federal equal 
opportunities and reasonable access 
requirements. WDTV-WVFX-EVFX and FIRST 
ALERT may place limitations on the purchase of 
time or limit or deny access to candidates for 
non-federal offices.

5. MAKEGOODS:  WDTV-WVFX-EVFX and 
FIRST ALERT will provide “makegoods” prior 
to the election for candidate commercials 
purchased for airing during the Pre-Election 
Window which are pre-empted because of the 
nature of the time purchased, and will make 
every effort to provide a makegood in the same 
daypart or program purchased. However, 
WDTV-WVFX-EVFX and FIRST ALERT 
cannot guarantee that makegoods will be 
provided in the time period originally ordered.  If 
inventory constraints preclude identical 
scheduling, WDTV-WVFX-EVFX and FIRST 
ALERT will offer makegoods in time period(s) 
of equal or greater value, or, if the candidate 
prefers, will issue credits or rebates. If a 
candidate purchases time at a rate section #4, no 
makegood will be offered.

6. REBATES: The lowest unit charge is the 
lowest per-commercial price paid for the same 
class and amount of time during the same time 
period.  In calculating the lowest unit charge, the 
Station will take into account rates for 
commercials which are sold as part of packages.

Current estimates of the lowest unit charge and 
probabilities of pre-emptibility are included on 
the attached rate card.  Because determination of 
the lowest unit charge cannot be made until after 

all time has aired in a particular week and 
because the rate levels at which time will clear 
vary with market demand, the Station cannot 
guarantee its estimates of the lowest unit charge 
or of the pre-emptibility of various classes of 
time.  All such estimates are subject to change 
due to the demand and supply of current market 
conditions.  Candidates should inquire at the 
time of the order as to current estimates of pre-
emptibility.

On a weekly basis, the Station will review 
purchases of advertising by commercial and 
political advertisers.  If that review indicates that 
political candidates are entitled to rebates in 
order to comply with lowest unit charge 
requirements, every effort will be made to issue 
rebates (or, at the candidate’s option, credits) 
within one week.

7. POSTING: WDTV-WVFX-EVFX and 
FIRST ALERT does not offer posting on 
political advertising nor does it guarantee ratings 
unless such advertising falls under Section 3 of 
the Political Policy and Disclosure Statement.

8. ORDERING PROCEDURES:  All political 
advertisers are asked to sign the attached 
“Acknowledgment of Political Broadcasting 
Policies of WDTV-WVFX-EVFX and FIRST 
ALERT” form.

Orders for political time will not be considered 
complete for broadcast clearance until the 
following have been provided to the Station:

a) Completed and signed Agreement for 
Political Candidates (form PB14)

b) Net cash in advance payment prior to air 
date.  Ordered time may be forfeited at any 
time prior to payment.

c) Where doubt exists, proof that the candidate 
is a “legally qualified candidate” as the term 
is defined by the FCC.

d) Where doubt exists, proof that the purchaser 
is authorized to buy time for the candidate.

e) Commercial media (video tapes as well as 
the written instructions for their use) must 
be submitted no later than forty-eight hours 
prior to the first scheduled broadcast and 
must be confirmed by the station that there 
is compliance with sponsorship 
identification requirements and broadcast 
technical standards. No weekend traffic 
changes. All traffic changes subject to 
stations regular change policies.



f) Where the purchase is made by a 
corporation, association or other 
unincorporated group, a list of entities’ chief 
executive committee or board of directors is 
required.

g) All commercials and programs are fully 
commissionable to recognized agencies at 
15%.  Candidates who purchase time 
without use of an agency will be extended a 
15% discount too.

The Station reserves the right to recapture 
commercial time sold to a candidate to meet 
equal opportunities or reasonable access 
requirements of the Communications Act of 
1934, as amended.  If commercial time is 
recaptured by the Station, the candidate will be 
advised as soon as possible and an appropriate 
refund will be issued.

       9.  RECONCILIATION:  While WDTV-
WVFX-EVFX and FIRST ALERT strives, 
at all times, to air advertising schedules 
without error, mistakes do occasionally 
happen. Should it be determined that an 
error has occurred, WDTV-WVFX-EVFX 
and FIRST ALERT must be notified, in 
writing, within ninety (90) days of receipt of 
invoice by the advertiser or advertiser’s 
agency. Should WDTV-WVFX-EVFX and 
FIRST ALERT not be notified within the 
ninety (90) day window, WDTV-WVFX-
EVFX and FIRST ALERT will not make 
any adjustment(s) for the alleged 
discrepancy.

      10.   SPONSORSHIP IDENTIFICATION: 
All political announcements and programs 
must include a sponsorship identification 
announcement which fully and accurately 
identifies the organization or individual 
which has paid for the commercial, using the 
terms “paid for by” or “sponsored by.”  
Such sponsorship identification must be 
visual, must last at least four seconds, and 
must use letters which are all at least 4% of 
the vertical picture height.  If an 
announcement or program does not include 
the required sponsorship identification, the 
Station will add the necessary information 
and charge the candidate production charges 
in accordance with its standard practices.

      11. PRODUCTION: Station facilities may 
be utilized for the production of political 
announcements or programs, subject to 

available production time (rates upon 
request). Production charges are handled 
separately from airtime charges. Agencies 
and/or candidates who schedule production 
time at the station are required to provide a 
check for payment of accrued charges 
following the production session. No spots 
will air, nor will any dubs be ordered, until a 
check is received for the correct amount. No 
WDTV-WVFX-EVFX and FIRST ALERT 
News talent is available for political 
advertising purposes, on-camera or voice-
over.

 
12. PUBLIC FILE: The Station maintains a 
public inspection file at the WDTV-WVFX-
EVFX and FIRST ALERT studio in 
Huntington which includes certain required 
information concerning political advertising.  
This file is available for public inspection 
during regular business hours Monday – 
Friday, 8:30am-5pm.  A fee of .10 cents per 
copy will be applied to all copies made from 
the public inspection file.

Please contact the following station 
personnel if you have any questions 
regarding the political advertising policies 
of WDTV-WVFX-EVFX and FIRST 
ALERT:

Tim DeFazio, General Manager
John Swann, General Sales Manager

WDTV-WVFX-EVFX & FIRST ALERT
5 TELEVISION DRIVE
BRIDGEPORT, WV 26330
PHONE- 304-848-5000
TRAFFIC- 304-848-5000
TRAFFIC FAX- 304-842-7501

POLITICAL ADVERTISING CHECKLIST

Name of Candidate:                                                                                        

Office Being Sought:                                                                                       

Person Ordering Advertising:                                                                           



Relationship to Candidate:                                                                              

Person to Whom Disclosure Is Given:                                                            

Date:__________

      Candidate has been 
determined to be "legally 
qualified."

      Candidate's announcement 
constitutes a "use"; i.e., 
candidate personally appears 
on the spot and is 
identifiable.

      Candidate's announcement 
contains proper sponsorship 
identification.

      Candidate has provided NAB 
form or other written 
statement of agency 
authorization to place 
advertising on behalf of 
candidate.

      Candidate has been provided 
with:

              ___        Station Statement of  Political   
                            Advertising Policy

___ Station Rate Information

      Campaign Committee has 
provided list of officers and 
directors.

                                                                     

CANCELLATION POLICY:  Requires 72 hour 
cancellation with all advertisers.

DEADLINES:  Spots, traffic instructions and 
orders must arrive by 2pm each business day 

Monday through Friday only for next day 
AM start time.  Any spots, traffic instructions 
or orders received after 2pm on Friday will 
not be scheduled until AM Tuesday.

Signature: 
_______________________________

WDTV-WVFX-EVFX & FIRST ALERT do not 
discriminate on the basis of race, gender 
or ethnicity in the placement, scheduling 
and completion of purchase of 
advertising. Any order for advertising 
that includes any such restriction will 
not be accepted.


