
Quarterly Issues Program List
Quarterly Issues Program List for station KFTI-AM

4th Quarter – October 1 through December 31, 2021 

Section I - Issues

    Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic  
    Crime 
    Local Government and Taxes
    Equality and Diversity
    Education and History
    Jobs and the Economy
    Local Government and Community Needs
    Education and Culture
    Travel
    Community Arts and Culture 
    Kansas and federal political issues
    Weather
    Winter Storm Preparedness



Section II – At Issue Programs

Issues:  Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic, Crime

October 3, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 31 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program that begins with 
information on the COVID-19 booster shot from Pfizer. There is a statement from President Joe Biden 
when he received the booster earlier in the week, and then there are comments from Sedgwick County 
Health Director Adrienne Byrne and Deputy County Manager Tim Kaufman on how the booster will be 
offered in the county.    The second segment of the program is from a news conference held by the 
Wichita Police Department on the results of an anti-crime program known as Operation Triple Beam.  It 
targets violent offenders who have warrants for their arrest.   There are comments from Wichita Police 
Officer Charley Davidson, Kansas U.S. Senator Jerry Moran, Kansas U.S. Marshal Ron Miller, Wichita 
Police Lieutenant Chris Marceau, Sedgwick County Sheriff Jeff Easter, Wichita Police Chief Gordon 
Ramsay and Sedgwick County District Attorney Marc Bennett. 

Issues:  Education and History

October 10, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 31 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson presents an interview with Josh Wells, 
General Manager and Executive Director of Doc’s Friends and the Doc Hangar, Education and Visitors’ 
Center in Wichita.   Josh talks about the upcoming Pull-A-Plane event that will be held at the Center on 
October 16th, and he talks about the recent tours around the country for the restored B-29 “Doc” 
aircraft.  He also looks at the upcoming winter maintenance season and the activities that will take place 
at the Center. 

Issue:  Jobs and the Economy 

October 17th, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 30 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program featuring comments 
from a recent presentation to the Wichita City Council.  Wichita and Sedgwick County have agreed to 
provide funding for a study on the future of jobs and the future of the workforce in the south central 
Kansas region.   The discussion is opened by Wichita Assistant City Manager Scot Rigby, then there are 
comments from Jeff Fluhr, President of the Greater Wichita Partnership economic development 
organization.   There are also comments from Keith Lawing, CEO of the Workforce Alliance of South 
Central Kansas; Dr. Sheree Utash, President of WSU Tech, and Scott Schwindaman, who served as 
Interim President for the Wichita Regional Chamber of Commerce.    They talk about the purpose of the 
study. 



Issues:  Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic

October 24th, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 32 minutes – KFDI’s Chris Maslen presents an interview with Dr. Lee 
Norman, Secretary of the Kansas Department of Health and Environment.  He talks about the situation 
with the COVID-19 vaccine and vaccine mandates, booster shots and the discord that has been reported 
across the country over mask and vaccine requirements.   

Issues:  Local Government and Community Needs

October 31st, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 26 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program featuring comments 
from a recent Sedgwick County Commission meeting.   Sedgwick County and the City of Wichita are 
planning to apply for a federal grant to help improve drainage along the Calfskin Creek in west Wichita. 
The area was affected by flooding on Halloween weekend, 1998 and has continued to see some flooding 
in spite of recent improvements.    The program features comments from Sedgwick County Public Works 
Director Jim Weber on a project that will take about 458 acres out of the flood plain.  There are also 
comments from Commissioners David Dennis and Jim Howell.     The second segment of the program 
features comments from a recent media briefing on the Wichita Police Department and its Homeless 
Outreach Team.   Captain Wendell Nicholson and Sergeant Dave Nienstedt talk about efforts to help 
homeless persons into shelter and recent concerns about tents put up in the area of 2nd and Topeka in 
downtown Wichita.  

Issues:  Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic, Local Government and Community Needs

November 7th, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 29 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program that begins with a 
recap of the past week in COVID-19 developments. There are comments from Sedgwick County 
Manager Tom Stolz about the plan by the State of Kansas to end funding for COVID testing at the end of 
November, and the commission’s decision to send a letter to state leaders to urge the use of federal 
funding for continued testing.  There are also comments from Sedgwick County Health Department 
Director Adrienne Byrne about the availability of the COVID-19 Pfizer vaccine for children ages 5 to 11. 
The remainder of the program deals with plans by the City of Wichita and Sedgwick County for the use 
of American Rescue Plan Act funding for pandemic recovery.   There are comments from Wichita Budget 
Director Mark Manning and Sedgwick County Deputy Chief Financial Officer Brent Shelton, taken from a 
recent combined meeting of the City Council and the County Commission. 



Issues:  Education and Culture 

November 14th, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 31 minutes -  KFDI’s Chris Maslen presents an interview with Wichita 
State University Professor J.W. Webster. Webster is a Certified Language Instructor and now 
professor of the new Elementary Cherokee I course as part of Wichita State University's Applied 
Linguistics Program. They discussed elements of the language itself, along with the intimate 
knowledge of Cherokee beliefs, rituals, and practices required to become fluent in the 
language. There are currently only around 1,200 people worldwide who are fluent in the 
language, a staggeringly low number that Webster is exhaustively trying to boost. 

Issues:   Travel and Community Arts and Culture

November 21st, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 30 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program featuring 
comments from Valerie Wise, Air Service and Marketing Manager for the Wichita Airport 
Authority.   She held a news briefing the previous Thursday on travel for the Thanksgiving 
weekend and things that passengers need to know for safety and convenience at Eisenhower 
National Airport.    The second half of the program features a presentation by Adam Smith, 
President and Chief Executive Officer of the Exploration Place museum in Wichita.   Smith talks 
about the museum’s recovery from the pandemic and plans for a new permanent exhibit in the 
spring called Health Inside Out.    The presentation was made earlier in the week to the 
Sedgwick County Commission. 

Issue:  Local Government and Community Needs

November 28th, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 29 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson presents comments from a 
Wichita City Council workshop held during the previous week on access to healthy food in the 
community.  This is a follow-up to a workshop held last summer on a Food System Master Plan, 
and comments from that workshop were presented on this program on August 15th.    The new 
workshop features comments from City Manager Robert Layton, City Council member Becky 
Tuttle, and consultants from the firm New Venture Advisors.   Consultants Kathy Nyquist, Eileen 
Horn and Melissa Hamilton present an analysis of “food deserts” in Wichita where access to 
healthy food is limited.   They recommend adopting the Master Plan and setting up a council to 
look at steps other cities have taken and adapt them for use in Wichita.



Issues:   Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic

December 5th, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 30 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson presents a program with comments 
on the new variant of COVID-19 that has started to appear in the U.S. and around the world.   At the 
time of this program, the omicron variant had appeared in at least eight states, including Colorado, 
Missouri and Nebraska, with no cases yet reported in Kansas.  The program features comments from the 
White House COVID-19 Response Team:  Jeffrey Zients, Advisor to the President and Coordinator of the 
COVID-19 response; Dr. Anthony Fauci, Chief Medical Advisor to the President; and Dr. Rochelle 
Walensky, the Director of the Centers for Disease Control.    The final ten minutes of the program 
features selected comments from President Joe Biden, announcing his five-step plan for combatting the 
COVID-19 pandemic through the winter.

Issues:  Kansas and federal political issues

December 12th, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 32 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson presents a program with comments 
from the state’s current and former elected officials on the passing of former U.S. Senator Bob Dole.   
There is a report from ABC’s Karen Travers looking back in the life of Bob Dole, followed by comments 
from Kansas Senators Jerry Moran and Roger Marshall, 4th District Congressman Ron Estes, and former 
U.S. Senator Pat Roberts.  The comments were made during memorial events in Washington, D.C.   Dole 
passed away December 5th at the age of 98.   

Issues:  Weather and Winter Storm Preparedness 

December 19th, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 28 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program featuring an 
interview with KWCH-TV Chief Meteorologist Ross Janssen to talk about the previous weekend’s 
tornado outbreak in the south and discuss the winter season ahead.   The second portion of the program 
features comments from a recent news briefing with Wichita Vice Mayor Brandon Johnson and Interim 
Assistant Public Works Director Ben Nelson, talking about the preparations for snow clearance from city 
streets during winter storms. 

Issue:  Jobs and the Economy 

December 26th, 2021 – 6 a.m – This is a repeat of the October 17th program dealing with a study on jobs 
and the workforce in Wichita.   The comments were taken from a Wichita City Council meeting. 




