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3rd Quarter – July 1 through September 30, 2021 

Section I - Issues

 Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic 
 Crime 
 Local Government and Taxes
 Equality and Diversity
 Arts and Culture
 Agriculture and the Economy
 Education
 Health and Nutrition
 Mental Health
 Women’s Health
 Suicide Prevention
 Law Enforcement



Section II – At Issue Programs

Issue:  Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic

July 4, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 31 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson presents comments from a recent Sedgwick 
County Commission meeting, with Dr. Elizabeth Ablah of the University of Kansas School of Medicine 
talking about the results of a spring survey on the COVID-19 vaccine.    The survey outlines attitudes 
toward the vaccine among respondents in Sedgwick County and surrounding counties.    There are also 
comments from Wichita Public Schools Superintendent Alicia Thompson on a COVID-19 recovery plan 
for the return of students to school in the fall.   Dr. Thompson outlines the guidelines that the school 
district will be following.  The comments are from a special meeting of the Wichita Board of Education 
during the past week. 

Issues:  Crime and Health

July 11, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 31 minutes - KFDI’s George Lawson presents comments from Wichita Police 
Chief Gordon Ramsay and members of the Greater Wichita Ministerial League about concerns over 
recent incidents of violence.    Revered Roosevelt DeShazer, former Wichita City Council member 
Lavonta Williams, Reverend C. Richard Kirkendoll and Angel Martinez with Second Chance Bail Bonds are 
the speakers urging people to keep guns out of disputes, and turn down the temperature before 
violence occurs.     The second segment of the program is an interview with Jan Hale, Communications 
Manager with the American Red Cross for Kansas and Oklahoma, talking about the need for blood 
donors in this region.  She said there is a high demand for blood with people going to hospitals for 
elective surgeries that were postponed because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Issues:  Local Government and Taxes, Equality and Diversity

July 18, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 31 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program featuring the 2022 budget 
presentation from Sedgwick County Manager Tom Stolz.  He talks about issues relating to recovery from 
the COVID-19 pandemic and the need to make sure county employees are fairly compensated.            
The second half of the program features comments from three speakers at a Wichita City council 
meeting from the previous week.    The comments are in regard to a proposed anti-discrimination 
ordinance the Council is considering to prevent bias in employment, housing and public 
accommodations.     The first speaker is Mark Quayle, Vice President and Chief Legal Officer for Cargill’s 
North American Protein operations.   Quayle speaks in favor of the ordinance, saying it’s needed to help 
keep young people in Wichita and promote economic growth.   The second speaker is local Republican 
Party official David Thorne, who has concerns about the ordinance and feels it needs more work.   The 
third speaker is Wichita Vice Mayor Brandon Johnson, who urges approval of the ordinance.  The City 
Council voted to delay action until its October 12th meeting. 



Issues:  Local Government and Taxes, Arts and Culture

July 25, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 31 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program featuring comments from 
Wichita City Manager Robert Layton, made during a City Council meeting the previous week.  Layton 
presents a recommended 2022 budget of over $670 million, and he outlines the basic priorities for city 
spending next year.    The second portion of the program has comments from a media briefing on a 
planned reconstruction of the Chester I. Lewis Reflection Square Park in downtown Wichita.  Park and 
Recreation Director Troy Houtman, Vice Mayor Brandon Johnson and Arts Consultant Anthony Joiner 
talk about plans for the project and the selection of two artists to provide public art for the park. 

Issues:  Agriculture and the Economy, Education

August 1st, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 30 minutes – KFDI’s Chris Maslen hosts a program that begins with an 
interview with Dan Erdmann, Program Manager for a group called Farm Rescue.   It’s a non-profit 
organization that helps farmers in times of need because of injury, illness, natural disaster or other 
hardships.   The organization helps with farm operations in Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa and other Plains 
states, and it began services in Kansas in 2020.    The second half of the program features comments 
from a news briefing on a new flight training program at WSU Tech, which begins in August.  WSU Tech 
President Sheree Utash makes comments, along with Ron Draper, President and CEO of Textron 
Aviation, which sponsors the training at colleges and universities through its Top Hawk program.  There 
are also comments from Jeff Fluhr, President of the Greater Wichita Partnership economic development 
group.

Issue:  Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic 

August 8th, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 31 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson presents a program featuring comments 
from a Sedgwick County Commission meeting during the past week, dealing with an increase in COVID-
19 cases in the community.   Deputy County Manager Tim Kaufman presents information on vaccines 
and testing, Dr. Sam Antonios, CEO of Ascension Via Christi talks about an increase in patients at 
hospitals with the Delta variant, then Dr. Rachael Brown of the University of Kansas School of Medicine 
talks about the psychological impact of COVID-19 on children.    The program wraps up with comments 
from Sedgwick County’s Local Health Officer, Dr. Garold Minns, who issued a statement strongly 
recommending masks and social distancing.  He also talks about the importance of getting the vaccine 
and getting information to people who have not been vaccinated. 



Issues:  Health and Nutrition, Mental Health 

August 15th, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 27 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program featuring comments 
from a Wichita City Council workshop discussion on a food system master plan for the community.  With 
the July closing of a Sav-A-Lot store in north Wichita, there are concerns about “food deserts” where 
people have no ready access to food sources in their neighborhood.   The discussion featured comments 
from Shelley Rich with the Health and Wellness Coalition of Wichita, Cory Buchta with the city of 
Wichita, Kansas State Research and Extension Horticulture Agent Rebecca McMahon, Anthony Siler of 
the Sedgwick County Farm Bureau, and Eileen Horn with the consulting firm New Venture Advisors.  
There are also questions and comments from City Council members Jeff Blubaugh and Brandon Johnson. 
The program concludes with comments from Wichita Mayor Brandon Whipple and Botanica Gardens 
Director Marty Miller about a wellness program for health care workers to help them cope with the 
pandemic.   Wichita Public Library spokesman Sean Jones talks about a Fall Gardening Series of 
programs that the Library is starting.

Issue:  Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic

August 22nd, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 29 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program featuring the briefing 
from the White House COVID-19 Response Team on the status of the pandemic, the number of cases, 
the vaccination rate and the decision to authorize booster shots for all Americans.    The briefing is 
started by Jeffrey Zients, Assistant to President Biden and Coordinator of the COVID-19 Response.   
There are also comments from U.S. Surgeon General Vivek Murthy; Director of the Centers for Disease 
Control, Dr. Rochelle Walensky; and the Chief Medical Advisor to the President, Dr. Anthony Fauci.  

Issue:   Local Government and Taxes 

August 29th, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 29 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program with comments from a 
recent Wichita City Council workshop meeting.   Park and Recreation Director Troy Houtman presents a 
discussion with Kansas City consultants P.J. Novick and Hank Myers on a four-phase plan to convert the 
former L.W. Clapp Golf Course into a park with a variety of features.    A second segment features 
comments from Sedgwick County Deputy Chief Financial Officer Brent Shelton on plans for a Community 
Navigator program to help connect people and organizations with needs to the resources that will help 
meet those needs.    The comments were made during a recent meeting of the Sedgwick County 
Commission.  



Issue:   Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic, Women’s Health

September 5th, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 30 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program with comments 
from a news briefing held during the past week in Wichita by Kansas Governor Laura Kelly.   She 
announces the creation of the Safer Classrooms Workgroup to protect schools and children from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  There are also comments from Dr. Jennifer Bakhani McKenney of Wesley Medical 
Center and Dr. Stephanie Coleman with the KU School of Medicine, and they talk about the issues that 
health care workers are facing with the pandemic.    The second segment of the program features a 
phone interview with Nurse Practitioner Rachel Cheek of Healthcore about a Women’s Health Fair with 
screening activities that will take place on September 11th.

Issues:   Crime and Suicide Prevention

September 12th, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 28 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program featuring 
comments from a recent news briefing on a new program for the Wichita Police Department.  Police 
Chief Gordon Ramsay opens the comments on the new Strategic Engagement to Reduce Violence, which 
is aimed at keeping youth and young adults from becoming victims or perpetrators of violent crime. 
There are also comments from Captain Jason Stephens, local pastor Odell Harris, and Officer D.L. 
Watson with the WPD Juvenile Intervention Unit.    A second segment features comments from Dr. 
Nicole Klaus with the University of Kansas School of Medicine in Wichita.   She delivered a report to 
Sedgwick County Commissioners about the suicide rate in 2020 and the first half of 2021, and she also 
talks about efforts for Suicide Prevention Week, which was the week of September 6th. 

Issues:  Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic; Arts and Culture

September 19th, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 30 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program with comments 
from a Sedgwick County Commission discussion on the COVID-19 pandemic.  Deputy County Manager 
Tim Kaufman provides an update on case numbers, vaccinations and testing, with additional comments 
from County Manager Tom Stolz and Commissioners Lacey Cruse and David Dennis.   The second 
segment of the program is highlights of a discussion from early summer during a joint meeting of the 
Wichita City Council and the Sedgwick County Commission.    Misty Bruckner, Director of the Public 
Policy Management Center at Wichita State University, presents a study on combining Cultural Arts with 
the Park and Recreation Department, with a discussion on how the city and county could combine 
management and services. 



Issues:   Arts and Culture, Mental Health, Law Enforcement

September 26th, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 27 minutes – KFDI’s Chris Maslen hosts a program that begins with an 
interview with Teri Mott, Marketing and Communications Director for Wichita Festivals.  She 
talks about the 2nd round of Wichita's Riverfest, which begins Sept. 30th and run thru October 
3rd, new COVID-19 protocols in place to limit spread at the event, as well as featured acts and 
new attractions.   The next segment featured COMCARE Executive Director Joan Tammany 
regarding the Wichita School Board's/County Commissioners approval of a contract to continue 
mental health intervention programs for this school year.   Lastly, the program covered tougher 
laws for the ongoing street racing problem in the City of Wichita, and the possibility of 
continued events at the Kansas International Dragway to provide residents with an outlet to 
race legally and safely. 


