
Date Program Time Duration Description

3/1/17 First News @4 4pm 2:00

Researchers say that intermittent "fasting," or extreme calorie-cutting, may help patients lose weight and 

prevent diseases like diabetes and cancer. Dr. Seth Sullivan from Baylor Scott & White Health stresses 

that anyone considering a plan including fasting should first consult a physician

3/7/17 First News @4 4pm 2:00

Timothy Callaghan, Ph.D. is an assistant professor in the Texas A&M School of Public Health. His research 

focus is healthcare politics, the health insurance marketplace, Medicaid and more. He joined First News at 

Four to discuss the details of the American Health Care Act.

3/8/17 First News @4 4pm 2:00

Dr. David McClellan, principal investigator for Texas C-STEP clinical services and assistant professor at the 

Texas A&M College of Medicine, joined First News at Four to discuss when and why you should be seeking 

colonoscopies and other screenings.

Date Program Time Duration Description

1/9/17 BVTM 6:30am 2:00 Pet Talk-Texas A&M University Vet Science Center discusses different issues concerning your pet.

1/23/17 BVTM 6:30am 2:00 Pet Talk-Texas A&M University Vet Science Center discusses different issues concerning your pet.

2/13/17 BVTM 6:30am 2:00 Pet Talk-Texas A&M University Vet Science Center discusses different issues concerning your pet.

2/27/17 BVTM 6:30am 2:00 Pet Talk-Texas A&M University Vet Science Center discusses different issues concerning your pet.

3/13/17 BVTM 6:30am 2:00 Pet Talk-Texas A&M University Vet Science Center discusses different issues concerning your pet.

3/27/17 BVTM 6:30am 2:00 Pet Talk-Texas A&M University Vet Science Center discusses different issues concerning your pet.

Date Program Time Duration Description

1/3/17 First News @4 4pm 2:00 Tavis Schriefer is an expert on elder fraud with a company called TeleCalm. He joined First News at Four to discuss 

1/5/17 First News @4 4pm 2:00
Amy Grace with the American Red Cross was here to talk about the importance of all homes having a smoke 

detector installed. The Red Cross is offering a program for low-income residents to receive a free detector. 

1/10/17 First News @4 4pm 2:00
Clark Ealey, Superintendent of College Station Public Schools, was here to express concern over the Texas 

Education Agency’s new A-F grading scale for public schools. 

Issues/Programs Report-1st Quarter 2017
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1/27/17 First News @4 4pm 2:00

Matthew Watkins, who covers higher education issues for KBTX's coverage partners the Texas Tribune, joined First 

News at Four to education funding in the state of Texas. There's a proposal to cut about $1.1 billion in public higher 

education funding.

2/16/17 First News @4 4pm 2:00

Kimberlee Parmer is the outreach counselor for Sexaual Assault Resource Center.  February is Teen Dating 

Violence Awareness Month, and the Sexual Assault Resource Center of the Brazos Valley is helping teens 

and parents. 

3/9/17 First News @4 4pm 2:00
Patrick Corley, executive director of Brazos County 9-1-1, joined First News at Four to discuss how else 

you can reach emergency services immediately if 911 service is unavailable.

Date Program Time Duration Description

1/6/17 First News @4 4pm 2:00

College Station City Councilwoman Linda Harvell here to talk about Law Enforcement Appreciation Day and to offer 

suggestions for how citizens can support local officers and why its important that we show appreciation for their 

work. 

1/9/17 First News @4 4pm 2:00
Kelley Mckethan from Bryan police was here to talk about the benefits of participating in a Citizens Police Academy 

and Law Enforcement Day. 

21-Mar First News @4 4pm 2:00

Retired Ambassador and longtime counterterrorism and foreign affairs diplomat Larry Napper, who is 

currently a senior lecturer at the Texas A&M Bush School of Government and Public Service, joined First 

News at Four to discuss the reasoning and implementation of an electronics ban on some airlines.

30-Mar First News @4 4pm 2:00
The Brazos Valley Injury Prevention Coalition is helping parents check their car seat safety. Cindy Kovar 

with the coalition joined us to explain why its important and did some demonstrations on-air.

Date Program Time Duration Description

1/9/17 BVTM 6:30am 3:00 City of Bryan Mayor, Andrew Nelson, spoke with Noelle Bellow and Matthew Villanueva about the issues that 

matter most to City of Bryan Residents. 

1/12/17 BVTM 6:30am 3:00
City of College Station Mayor, Karl Mooney, spoke with Noelle Bellow & Matthew Villanueva about the issues that 

matter most to City of College Station Residents. Mayor Berry has a regularly scheduled spot each month.

1/4/17 BVTM 6:30am 3:00
Congressman Bill Flores spoke with Noelle Bellow & Matthew Villanueva about the issues that matter most to the 

area he serves in the Brazos Valley. Congressman Flores has a regularly scheduled spot each month.

1/23/17 First News @4pm 4pm 3:00
Professor Erica Owen, from the Texas A&M Dept. of Political Science, joined First News at Four to discuss the 

possible economic pros and cons of President Trump's order to remove the United States from Trans-Pacific 

Partnership negotiations.

Issue/Concern: State & Local Government

Issue/Concern: Traffic Safety



1/27/17 First News @4pm 4pm 3:00
Texas A&M Bush School professor and economist Raymond Robertson joined First News at Four to speak on the 

implications of President Trump's plan to build a wall on the border.

2/13/17 BVTM 6:30am 3:00 City of Bryan Mayor, Andrew Nelson spoke with Noelle Bellow and Matthew Villanueva about the issues that 

matter most to City of Bryan Residents. 

2/9/17 BVTM 6:30am 3:00
City of College Station Mayor, Karl Mooney, spoke with Noelle Bellow & Matthew Villanueva about the issues that 

matter most to City of College Station Residents. Mayor Mooney has a regularly scheduled spot each month.

2/1/17 BVTM 6:30am 3:00
Congressman Bill Flores spoke with Noelle Bellow & Matthew Villanueva about the issues that matter most to the 

area he serves in the Brazos Valley. Congressman Flores has a regularly scheduled spot each month.

3/13/17 BVTM 6:30am 3:00
City of Bryan Mayor, Andrew Nelson spoke with Noelle Bellow and Matthew Villanueva about the issues that 

matter most to City of Bryan Residents. 

3/9/17 BVTM 6:30am 3:00
City of College Station Mayor, Karl Mooney, spoke with Noelle Bellow & Matthew Villanueva about the issues that 

matter most to City of College Station Residents. Mayor Mooney has a regularly scheduled spot each month.

3/1/17 BVTM 6:30am 3:00
Congressman Bill Flores spoke with Noelle Bellow & Matthew Villanueva about the issues that matter most to the 

area he serves in the Brazos Valley. Congressman Flores has a regularly scheduled spot each month.

3/24/17 First News @4pm 4pm 2:00

Mark Waller, professor and assicate head of the Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Dept. of Agricultural Economics 

speaks about President Donald Trump's proposed federal budget would cut 21 percent of descretionary funding 

from the US Department of Agriculture.

Date Program Time Duration Description

1/5/17

From The Ground 

Up 6:30am 2:00

The sharp fall in calf prices last fall left consumers wondering when they’d reap those benefits at the retail counter. 

It’s taken a while but it appears beef prices are headed down at the grocery store.

1/12/17
From The Ground 

Up

6:30am 1:57

The 2011 drought of record caused a twenty percent reduction in the Texas cow herd, and once the drought ended 

the shortage of supplies drove beef prices to record levels, signaling ranchers that they needed to produce more 

beef. The price drop last fall indicated to producers that is was time to tap the brakes a little on production, but 

that adjustment can’t be made overnight. 

1/19/17
From The Ground 

Up 6:30am

1:59
Beef producers are afforded several continuing education opportunities by Texas A&M Agrilife Extension’s Beef 706 

programs that are put on several times a year.  The goal is for producers to get a hands on look at how the genetics 

and management of their cattle herds can affect the quality and value of the beef product that they produce.

Issue/Concern: Agriculture



1/25/17
From The Ground 

Up 6:30am

1:59
Over the last fifteen or sixteen years global grain consumption per capita has continued to grow steadily. Producers 

responded to strong demand and the high prices a few years ago with increased grain production. With lower 

prices for the last few years the question now becomes how long these production levels will be maintained. 

2/2/17 From The Ground 

Up 6:30am

2:00
The Texas Beef Council funds research, education, and marketing efforts to promote beef.  Currently, they have a 

program that reaches out to physicians who see patients with high cholesterol or heart disease to expose them to 

research that discredits the notion that beef shouldn’t be part of a heart healthy diet. 

2/9/17 From The Ground 

Up 6:30am
2:00

If you were looking at international trade statistics and saw that the U.S. both exported and imported over 

2 billion pounds of beef in a given year, you might wonder why if we produce enough beef to export it 

would be necessary for us to also import beef? 

2/16/17
From The Ground 

Up 6:30am

2:00
For the last few years, farmers have been dealing with low commodity prices that have put financial strains 

on an industry that is extremely capital intensive. With most experts not expecting any price relief in 2017, 

producers are being told yet again to tighten their belts and streamline their management strategies. 

2/23/17
From The Ground 

Up 6:30am

1:57
People in the health industry, not unlike the rest of the general population, are becoming more and more 

disconnected to agriculture with each passing year. Last week, a group of dietetic interns from Texas A&M 

and Prairie View A&M bused over to tour a working ranch to get a crash course in beef production. 

3/2/17 From The Ground 

Up 6:30am
1:59

Research has resulted in technology that uses a microbial seed coating for cotton that yields healthier 

plants. When the cotton seed germinates, it takes the beneficial microbes up into the plant and they 

multiply. 

3/9/17
From The Ground 

Up 6:30am
1:56

The frequent rains that began late last summer and continued through fall and into last month hampered 

farmers’ efforts to work their fields and get ready to begin planting this year’s crops. 

3/16/17
From The Ground 

Up 6:30am

2:00

The Texas Water Resources Institute at Texas A&M has been collecting water quality information on the 

Navasota River watershed that includes Burton Creek and Carter Creek here in Bryan College Station. 

What they found was that sometimes bacteria levels are a bit too high, and other times the levels are just 

fine. Researchers note that anything with hair, fur, or feathers residing within the watershed contributes to 

the overall load of bacteria found. 

3/23/17
From The Ground 

Up 6:30am

1:59

Wild pigs have been present in the United States for a very long time having been originally brought in by 

Spanish explorers as a traveling food source. Today, they are found in most states with the majority of 

them being here in the southern portion of the U.S., the southeast, and all the way across to California. 

Over the last 35 years or so, wild pig numbers have grown at an alarming rate 

3/30/17 From The Ground 

Up 6:30am
1:59

Agricultural producers have been battling wild pigs for years, but the pigs’ explosive numbers are 

beginning to attract attention from people not involved in agriculture because of the amount of damage 

they’re causing across Texas in both rural and suburban areas. 



http://www.kbtx.com/firstnewsatfour/headlines/House-Call---October-7-331165232.htm

