
St. Joseph’s Workshop with Father Matthew

2nd Quarter 2017

4-3-17
● Father announces the introduction of his new “Squarenote” app; tells story of sharing a 

new font with the Vatican. 
● What is “sacred music”? What type of music is appropriate for liturgy? Pope Francis 

meets with musicians and discusses. 
● Washington Post reporter pegs Redlake County, MN as “worst county in America” - but 

then moves there after a visit. Subjectivity and the parable of the woman at the well. 
Using Lent to draw closer to others. 

4-4-17
● Father reviews the movie “The Cardinal” (1963): An interesting view into the struggles of 

religious life. Pope Francis speaks on the need for love. The dangers of ambition. 
● Cardinal Burke, Pope Francis and the “dubia”. Thinking with the mind of the Church, 

avoiding scandal.
● How did Gonzaga University get its name? Catholics: Not famous for generous giving to 

the weekly collection. 
● Why do we cover statues in the sanctuary during Lent? Fasting from images, icons, and 

even Jesus. The endless cycles of faithfulness in the  of the Hebrews. 

4-5-17
● Race-baiting, Kendall Jenner, and our consumer-culture. Can we find peace in this 

world, apart from Christ? 
● Woman claims to be mermaid, abandoned on the streets of Fresno. Archdiocese of San 

Francisco to be consecrated to the Blessed Virgin Mary: What is “consecration”?
● Brother Steven, Father Matthew’s younger brother, joins the Oblates of St. Joseph. 

Father’s “Squarenote” Gregorian chant app reaches #10 on the most popular new app 
list. 

● Why do we go to Mass? Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego - followers of Truth in the face 
of persecution.  

4-6-17 (pre-recorded)
● Father shares about losing his glasses on a snowboarding trip - and on a kayaking trip. 

Are we approaching life with appropriate caution? 
● Longitudinal study suggests that “professional success” in life is predicted by doing 

chores in childhood. Finding the uncompleted chores in our own spiritual lives. 
● ‘Tis the Season - for goofball stories on Jesus in the mainstream media. CNN re-runs a 

story by Fr. Martin, S.J. Is the media even trying to understand Christianity? 
● Helping refugees in the Middle East, and the call to help others. Are we following the 

Greatest Commandment?



4-7-17
● Father reports on priestly retreat with Bishop Robert Barron. The joy of serving the Lord. 
● Article: “Why Men and Women Can Never Be ‘Just Friends’ “ - What are the appropriate 

boundaries? The problem of friendship for modern men. 
● Trump strikes Syrian airbase with 59 cruise missiles. 
● Discerning good from evil. Do we actually fear sin as much as we fear the consequences 

of sin? 

4-10-17
● Reflections on Palm Sunday: Jesus enters into Jerusalem as king. Is Jesus really the 

king of your life? How quickly we fall away. 
● United Airlines customer forcibly removed from overbooked flight. Gamification and 

Brainhacking. Is technology “neutral”? 
● Pope Francis establishes a laundromat for the poor. Fake News: Do you trust Google to 

filter your news? 
● Matthew Kelly of Dynamic Catholic produces “Best Lent Ever”. The voice of Criticism. 

God never wants us to be discouraged. 

4-11-17
● What do the new comic book characters teach us about our faith? The right ways to 

connect with our youth. 
● The magic of World Youth Day. The place of our youth in the Church today. 
● Sending your kids off to college. How will you keep them strong in their faith? 
● Why is fasting esteemed in most world religions? What was Judas’ ultimate fate? 

4-12-17
● “Spy Wednesday”. What was Judas’ motivation for betraying Christ? The occasional 

difficulty of seeing Jesus. 
● The fickle nature of our love for Jesus. The abandonment of Christ. Every sin is a 

betrayal of the Most High God. 
● Did Judas really know his role as a betrayer of Jesus? Returning to confession: Father 

lays out some steps to reconcile you with Christ. 
● Holy week: Lent transforms into the Triduum. “The Conjuring”: Is this movie based on 

reality? Will Warner Brothers prove the existence of the paranormal?

4-13-17
● Tensions in North Korea - Father shares about rumors of war and fake news. Holy 

Thursday. 
● The Martyrdom of Father Jaques in France. Maundy Thursday. 
● Is monogamy all it’s cracked up to be? Be singleminded in your focus on what God 

made us for. 
● What is the Chrism Mass? A recommitment to Christ. The institution of the Eucharist, 

and the establishment of the priesthood. 



4-14-17 (pre-recorded Good Friday show - first airing)

4-17-17
● Easter: It’s just starting for Catholics! Father shares about the joy of sacramental life. 
● Are we “free” from Lent now? The freedom of Easter. Consider keeping up some of your 

lenten discipline. The Elevate conference. Google “doodles” ignore Easter.
● Google H/R executive muses on how corporations can retain good employees. The 

importance of comraderie, meaning.
● British judge under scrutiny for partiality. How deeply are we learning our Faith in a 

meme-sharing culture? 

4-18-17
● The “Emergency Room” of the Holy Mass: Patience - being healed through the process. 
● T-Mobile: Do they charge $.01 extra for prayers?! Activists mobilize to fight and keep 

prayers free. #KeepPrayerFree.
● The role of the Blessed Mother in supporting the priesthood. Are you praying for your 

priest? 
● St. Mary Magdeline, the “Apostle to the Apostles”. The call to a more personal 

relationship with Christ. 

4-19-17 (not live)

4-20-17
● Woman makes a robot; falls in love with it. CNN seems giddy over the possibilities. . . 
● Our “faith” in technology - cell phones becoming recognized as addictive. 
● Would you pay $2,000 for a shopping bag with real gold on it? Only Jesus will truly make 

us happy. 
● Seven Reasons Why Your Smartphone is Bilbo’s Ring. The Peace of Christ, offered to 

us. 

4-21-17 (Best Of: 2-22-17)

4-24-17
● Father shares about the 1st Phoenix Elevate conference - Mass with Bishop Olmstead.
● World-class athlete is banned from competition when rulemakers know she is innocent 

of doping. 
● unroll.me anti-spam service admits selling client data; CEO upset that the secret got out.
● Father shares e-mail feedback about Elevate. Caller: I met you at Elevate in Phoenix; it 

was an amazing experience. I lost my son; IHR helped me come back to my faith. 

4-25-17
● The Nordstrom designer “rock”, redux: Famed store now selling “dirty” pants. Are we just 

a lazy country? Laziness - right before “lukewarmness”. 
● HBO film documents an abortion; charges of political bias brushed aside.



● Woman loses son and is comforted by a bird that is not afraid of her. . .
● What is an “evangelist”? What does it really mean to be a Disciple of Christ? 

4-26-17
● Bill Nye, the “science guy”, embarrasses himself again, plugging a new show and 

playing politics. 
● Science being misused: Bill Nye champions a number of faulty ideas. 
● Should Pope Francis to a “TED” talk? 
● “Of God’s Men” - must see documentary. Christians - the most targeted group of people 

in the world. Sharing the Light of Christ.

4-27-17
● Jim Harbaugh, coach for Michigan University, meets Pope Francis: “This is as good as it 

gets. . . “
● What do we do to prevent crime? Gold Coast Police Department, Australia, “fixes” crime 

by fixes the numbers. 
● “Veritas”, Roseville, CA - May 8, 7:00pm. Will you consecrate yourself to God’s will? 

4-28-17
● Father confuses Michigan University with Michigan State University; social media chaos 

ensues. New SJW affiliate in Georgia. 
● Handwriting analysis now attempts to analyze user sentiment. Analyzing the “sentiment” 

of President Trump. What are you expressing to the people who interact with you? 
● Should people be allowed to criticize - traffic lights? Portland traffic violator punished for 

criticizing poor engineering. Scrupulousity: A spiritual disease, for which specific 
remedies exist. 

● God’s ability to work with what you have - and work miracles. 

5-1-17
● Making one’s spiritual bed. It’s most often the small things that count. 
● Mirriam Webster, and discerning meaning from words. The example of St. Joseph. The 

danger of doing it “on-your-own”. Don’t be a “sheeple”. 
● Do we all too often reject the message simply on account of the messenger? 

Recognizing God’s message.
● New show causes concerns that suicide is glorified. Do you let your children watch 

today’s media? Look to the Truth in Jesus and His Word. 

5-2-17
● Reconciliation story: Looter apologizes to a Korean shop owner on the anniversary of 

the L.A. Rodney King riots. 
● Was St. Joseph really an older man? Were St. Joseph and the Blessed Virgin Mary 

planning a normal relationship before the Annunciation?



● Did Mary have a vow of celibacy before her marriage to St. Joseph? Do we need to 
believe the various pious myths about St. Joseph to have a devotion to him? Who was 
Arius, and St. Athanasius? 

● The life and martyrdom of St. Stephen - a model for Christian living. 

5-3-17
● Father’s challenge on being doctrinally precise on-air. Clarification about Church 

teaching on the Perpetual Virginity of Mary. 
● The Catholic Church’s coming to Africa. Church teaching on the family, and the African 

response to Amoris Latetia. 
● The Fyre Festival disaster. Are we eating spiritual junk food? Worshipping the correct 

God. 
● Philip’s understanding of Jesus: “Have you been with me this long, Philip?” Is there more 

that we can do to have a relationship with Christ? Engage the Sacraments. 

5-4-17
● Kingship and the Gospel message. Earthly kingship vs. heavenly Kingship. 
● Steven Colbert’s vulgar remarks about the President. Do words, truth even matter to Mr. 

Colbert? 
● How can we get better at Confession? Father shares about some Confirmation “fails”; 

suggests how to better examine one’s conscience. 
● The magic of John 6. How are we to properly interpret Scripture? The need for an 

interpreter: The Church!

5-5-17
● President Trump issues Executive Order curtailing the Johnson Amendment. A step in 

the right direction.
● Auxilliary Bishop of Saigon (Vietnam) imprisoned in solitary confinement for 9 years, 

author of “Road to Hope”, gets closer to being canonized. Father William Casey, a 
homegrown down-to-earth saint. 

● Father gets disconcerted by a local rooster at the monastery. We truly are sheep, in 
need of a Shepherd. 

● Father shares about his stroke 14 years ago. The blessings - and risks - of technology.

5-8-17
● Stephen Fry, atheist, charged with blasphemy laws. Will he get his chance to rebuke 

God for allowing suffering? “How dare you. . . “
● Confused students claim “objective truth” a product of “white supremacists”. 
● Distractions and fidget spinners: Does our culture have a sort of spiritual Attention Deficit 

Disorder?
● Housekeeping: Father gives an update on the housekeeping robot, and the seminary 

rooster. Finding relationship with Jesus. 

5-9-17 encore of 8-16-16



5-10-17
● The Four Levels of Happiness. Level 2 - particularly sticky in our culture. 
● The role of architecture in church life. Is modern art appropriate?
● What do we need from our priests? Pope Francis weighs in. Availability, and a shortage 

of vocations. Administrators must not focus on “advancement”.
● Condemnation: How will it exactly happen? Condemnation will come from the Word.

5-11-17
● How does one disposed of a blessed object? What about a cursed object? 
● “Santa Muerte”: What’s the difference between this and authentic Christian worship? 

Father shares stories about the some persons who have fallen away. 
● Is a blessing from a Pope worth more than a blessing from a priest? Do you read 

enough? Try cracking open Scripture!
● Saying “Yes” to God. Why do we have trouble with this? “Mothers do not betray” - Pope 

Francis.
5-12-17

● Our blessed mother patterned the life each one of us should have, how are you doing 
with this? The pattern of life that the blessed mother gives to each one of us to follow the 
Lord with an undivided heart. 

● How can we know when and what apparitions and implications are true of our Blessed 
Mother?

● Why do some priests not allow certain options in how to take the communion element? 
Father Matthew shares his personal example of when he was told he can only take 
communion out of the hand and not on the tongue. 

● How to experience a time of peace and restoration around the world as the blessed 
mother would allow it. Challenge yourself to think about why you are seeking to the 
blessed mother, it will help you get to know your faith better.

5-15-17
● Reasons why it is important to not hold things back when you want to make your new 

personal best. 
● Is Christianity just like the game of life, or is it something that people should actually look 

at as if they are going to be transformed?
● According to Pew research in America, Christians are the most persecuted people 

group-in the world, is this true?
● How to be united in our theology and our beliefs with our evangelization and sharing of 

the gospel. 
5-16-17

● How to define a moral judgement as a catechized catholic. 
● Ways in which you should be sharing your faith like pharmaceutical companies share 

their benefits of their medications they sell. 
● Father Matthew relates a story of a couple from the United States whom adopted 7 

children in China because they wanted their whole family, not just one child to our own 
spiritual family of God. 



● How to widen your perspective of God’s plan!
5-17-17 ( Oblates of St. Joseph Guests)

● Father Matthew talks to two Oblates of St. Joseph about their calling into the priesthood.
● Oblates talk about their experiences of visiting the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

and Our Blessed Mother. 
● Practical ways in which you can prepare for confession. Oblate guests talk about their 

own personal experiences with receiving confessions and giving confessions. 
● The Fathers give advice on how to approach the confessional booth properly. Each 

Oblate gives a personal example of how they were pruned in one way or another in their 
lives. 

5-18-17
● The Bachelorette's new season is coming out and it's time to reflect on what our real 

lives are all about compared to television drama. Father compares the new season of 
The Bachelorette with our own personal relationships with others. 

● Reasons why it might be better to truly be hidden from the world than it would be to be 
popular all over the place. Why might you not be following our Blessed Mother? Father 
shares a personal story about a friend who is going through a 30 day Marian 
consecration. 

● Is it possible to celebrate a mass with a digital format? Recognizing the little areas of 
your heart where God is the only one who will recognize your heart. 

● Problems that may arise if you stop following Jesus and remove him from your life. 
5-19-17

● Try to see each other through their brokenness, it may surprise you in what you see in 
someone else's life.

● How to seek out your future wife through our blessings of St. Joseph. 
● Father shares some insight into speculations about the Magigorium.  
● Father Matthew shares his experience with his pilgrimage to the Magigorium and his 

priestly challenge to think about his vocation more. 

5-22-17
● What’s your approach to understanding the universe? David Taylor interview of Bono. 
● “Spiritual but not religious”. Is prayer more popular than even religion? How do we 

handle distractions during prayer? What is “perfect prayer”?
● New “rompers” fashion for men: How low can we go? Present yourself to the Lord in 

appropriate attire!
● Fr. Matthew announces that his brother will be ordained a Deacon in Bakersfield, CA. 

The importance of religious freedom. Jesus - murdered for bringing religion to the world.

5-23-17
● Islamic terror in Manchester, U.K.: How do we properly process this event? Mr. Rogers 

on tragedy: “Look for the helpers.” 
● Norbertines, and City of Saints. The solution? Making God present in the world. 
● St. Joseph Marello, and the founding of the Oblates. What is “youth ministry”? Smoking 

story: “Do as I say, not as I do!”



● Being honored to suffer for Christ. Transformative suffering - a forgotten concept. Join 
your sufferings to Christ. 

5-24-17
● President Trump meets with Pope Francis: Bridges, walls, and different views. Media 

spin exaggerates the negative, as usual. 
● Girl chooses life - and is denied the “walk” at her high school graduation. Debate with 

Father and Noah. . . 
● Father recalls the first “B” he received in high school. Do grades indicate one’s value 

with society? 
● President Duterte of the Philippines and his new style of government. 

5-25-17
● Melania Trump meets with Pope Francis; is first Catholic in the White House since 

President Kennedy. What makes a person “Catholic”?
● George, Board Operator, breaks his cell phone through flagrant misuse. Sister Ronnie 

Maria will be proposed for breatification. 
● Fitness trackers: How accurate are they? Stanford research shows that “calories burned” 

estimates are way off. Less information is better than bad information. Evaluating your 
spiritual life. 

● Rosary banned on Philippine island; continuing friction between ISIS and the 
government. 

5-26-17
● 12,000-capacity Apple “O” building has everything - except daycare. Coach schools 

reporter on family values. 
● The institution of Marriage. Can a Catholic attend the wedding of a fallen-away Catholic? 

Can a Catholic get married in a hot-air balloon? 
● Guidelines for Catholics and marriage. Father shares a story about a tough choice his 

parents had to make regarding his brother’s wedding. 
● Listener asks: Can I attend the “2nd wedding” of a Catholic if they had their first marriage 

annulled? The first Novena: Christ has the Apostles wait nine days for Pentacost. Look 
for the Holy Spirit in the coming days!

5-30-17
● Demographic data shows bad news for the Catholic Church in America. Iconostasis, and 

the beauty of an Eastern Catholic Mass. 
● St. Joseph Marello, an example of holiness. The importance of being both strong and 

gentle. 
● Yes, you still have to do something for our Lord on Fridays. Palestinian judge bans 

divorce during Ramadan. St. Joseph’s advice regarding the struggle with our “natural 
states” of personality.

● Update on “Peter” the rooster. Glory in our sufferings. 



5-31-17
● St. Joseph’s Hill of Hope: Is it really Catholic? How does the Church vett private 

revelations? 
● Kathy Griffin and vulgarity: How does one raise kids in world with standards this low? 

Pope Francis speaks.

6-1-17
● The underpinnings of Faith: Philosophy. Follow it to a deeper relationship with Christ. 
● “Rotton Tomatoes” website incurs the ire of Hollywood for hurting their bottom-line. How 

do we get to the truth of a matter? www.decentfilms.com.
● Culture wars: Trump conscious objector memo for healthcare mandate leaks out. 

Philippine bishops okay martial law in ISIS-infested regions of the country. 
● Father’s brother will be ordained to the deaconate in Bakersfield this weekend. The “full” 

Liturgy of Pentacost. Are you addicted to the News? Man gives up “news” - and 
prospers. 

6-2-17
● Artificial Intelligence, technology, global warming, etc. - What should we be most 

concerned about? Cardinal Pell fingers sin as the chief threat. 
● Marriage: Was it designed to meet OUR needs? Don’t let the world dictate what you feel 

and believe. 
● Jesuit Superior General refers to satan as a man-made concept: Is the devil a real 

person? Fr. Genuine in Napa on evangelization at Bottle Rock Napa. 
● What we say has a powerful impact. “Peter, do you love Me”? - Father breaks out the 

rich content in this interchange.  
6-5-17

● Father describes the deaconate process. How to attend an ordination. The symbolism of 
the rite of ordination. 

● Listener question: Can a Catholic be a witness to an Episopalian baptism? Can they 
receive communion? 

● Who should we pray for at Mass? Who needs our prayers after we die? 
● Listener question: Can fallen angels (demons) do what they want? The piousness of 

Tobia.

6-6-17
● Prototype robot priest unveiled: Will it replace real priests? The grace imparted through 

blessings and the necessity of human interaction.
● Artificial intelligence - will our quest for convenience result in a cheapened, less 

meaningful existence?
● Rock climber climbs El Capitan with no safety supports; claims it’s his “religion”. How do 

we engage this attitude? The quest for meaning and purpose. 
● The story of Tobit and what it teaches us about marriage. Jumping to conclusions; the 

struggle for holiness.

http://www.decentfilms.com


6-7-17
● Mike Pence speaks at the National Prayer Breakfast. The amazing journey of Mother 

Olga, foundress of the Daughters of Mary of Nazareth.
● Downsizing: The trend among young people to have less material things. Simplicity. 

Pubgoer dubbed the Lion of London after confronting Islamic terrorists. 
● “Call no man ‘father’ . . . “ - why do we call our priests Father? The critical importance of 

a father. 
● Kathy Griffin’s apology: Should a Christian summarily accept apologies like this? Bishop 

Barron weighs in: Dialog has been replaced by sheer bullying. 

6-8-17 (pre-recorded)
● “Old-timey jobs” becoming more popular, says the Wall Street Journal. Doing what 

Jesus really wants us to do. 
● Forming your spiritual self. Father shares about how he acquired a deeper 

understanding of the Rosary.
● “Comey-mania” descends upon Washington. Confession, and neglected spiritual 

maintenance. 
● “Rickrolling”, The Laudato Si Startup Challenge, and other media phenomenon. Learning 

to love God - and even those who don’t love us. 

6-9-17
● National “Catholic” Reporter article questions whether priests should be called “father’. 

The changing demands on the priesthood. The role of a priest. 
● James Comey testifies before Congress;  How do we know what is true? When should 

we “judge” other people?
● Knight Institute claims that Trump’s tweets are a “metaphysical forum”. Our right to the 

truth. 
● Wisdom from the books of Tobit and Matthew. Are you “saint” material? Who did Christ 

call to holiness? 

6-12-17 (Pledge Drive)
● Humane Vitae
● Brilliant aerospace engineer changes careers - and becomes Sister Benedicta of the 

Holy Faith!
● Bernie Sanders loses patience with an evangelical Christian nominee Russell Vought. 

Perhaps Mr. Vought should have just quoted John 3:16? 

6-13-17
● Recognizing and responding to an encounter with Jesus Christ. The challenge of 

communicating your Faith to your children. 
● Talking to your children about religion. Father comments on the book “Return: How to 

Draw your Child Back to the Church” by Brandon Vogt.
● Nigerian priests refuse to accept their bishop; Pope Francis demands individual 

apologies - or else.



6-14-17
● Social media firestorm over D.C. baseball field shooter. Study analyzes the political 

views of religion. Wisconsin Lutherans on the Right, Reformed Judaism on the Left - and 
Catholics in the middle. 

● “Man was created for greatness” - not for comfort. Man’s heart must be stretched. 
● Teresa May, British P.M., shares about the “naughtiest” thing she ever did. Why do we 

need dirty laundry? 
● Balancing prudence with generosity. If money doesn’t make us happy, why do we worry 

so much about it? 

6-15-17
● What would you do - for a lollipop? Father shares about an unusual youth group 

presentation.
● Where’s Noah? Noah exiled during pledge drive.
● Staying at home with your kids: Catholic teaching on balancing work with parenthood. 
● Thirteen Powerful Ways to Pray. Developing a powerful image of God. 

6-16-17
● Why does a good Father allow bad things to happen? Special needs child teaches a 

family about God’s love. 
● What is Father’s Day all about? The life-oriented mission of fatherhood. 
● Priesthood: The duty, the privilege, the honor. The breaking point of Texas priest.
● The example of St. Joseph: Saying “Yes” to God’s plan. Letting God decide. 

6-19-17
● Black Mirror episode on a mega-data rich future. Will we be able to simply erase bad 

memories? 
● “Twilight” movie actors regretful of their roles. “50 Shades of Grey” director regrets 

making these movies. Look with contrition at your past. 
● “Breatharians” claim to have lived years without food and water. 
● The restrictive justice of Old Testament law. “Eye for an eye” replaced by “Offer no 

resistance” by Jesus: Is our Lord speaking hyperbolically? 

6-20-17
● July 4 weekend Convocation of bishops called in Florida: Who called it, what is it, and 

who is paying for it? Remaking the Church.
● Father confuses a Wonder Woman shirt for a World Wrestling Federation shirt. The little-

known history of Wonder Woman. Our slavery to sin. 
● Social research analyzes the psychological effect of power. Working against our fallen 

human nature. 
● Prayer: The link between prayer and belief. Lex orandi, lex credendi.  

6-21-17



● How do we find true happiness and contentment? “If I only had the perfect. . . “  
Relationships - with God and your fellow man. Prayer and other God-given spiritual ads. 

● Air-conditioning woes at Father’s order. The need align one’s actions with others in the 
building of the Kingdom. 

● Father listens to his own re-run; finds himself unlistenable to himself. New book 
“Memory’s Last Breath” chronicles the scourge of dementia; makes an unfortunate pitch 
for euthanasia. The gift of the Eucharist. 

● Jesus instructs the Apostles on prayer, fasting and almsgiving (Matthew 6). 

6-22-17
● The struggles of St. Thomas More, St. John Fisher, and the importance of today’s 

“Fortnight for Freedom”. 
● The quest for youth. Courtney Cox says that she regrets her plastic surgery. The need to 

be an adult around our children. 
● Monks and nuns turn to the internet to sell their wares. Preserving the message - but 

adapting to current modes of communication.
● Rediscovering the beauty of the Our Father. How we should be disposed before our 

Lord - and His promises to us.

6-23-17
● Father Matthew chats with his brother, Brother Steven Spencer, about childhood in the 

Spencer home. The Spencer brothers discuss their call to the priesthood. 
● Spencer & Spencer, continued. Going off to college, and the process of discernment. 

How does one discern one’s vocation? Prayer and action.
● Discernment, continued. The potential of, and potential time-wasting of, social media. 

Brother Spencer describes the privilege of being a Deacon.
● Father Padre Pio’s difficult first baptism. Difficulties involving baptism. Brother Spencer 

describes meeting the Pope, and his stay in Rome. 

6-26-17
● Always be ready - to die. Father shares about a priest friend of his who was saved from 

a horrible accident during mass.  Remember Father Jacques, martyred in France last 
year. CARA research.

● UC Davis campus sports a vending machine - which sells birth control equipment. The 
profile of a new priest: How they differ from yesterday’s priests.

● How do we handle seeing a brother or sister in sin? 
● Misunderstanding evil and the devil. “Who invented the devil?” The things that irritate us 

are indicative of our own faults. Working for our own conversion, and for that of others. 

6-27-17
● Lutheran church wins SCOTUS battle for religious freedom; USCCB issues warning 

about rising threats to religious freedom. We are called to a deeper relationship with our 
Lord. 



● Minnesota man arrested, tries to use a “get out of jail free” card. Can we just “do what 
we want”? The redemptive power of suffering. 

● Father answers an e-mail question: “My is brother-in-law is dating a married woman; he 
is not practicing his Catholic faith. Definitions of “adultery”. The importance of resolving 
marriage, annullment issues. 

● Losing faith in Australia: The rise of the “nones”. The “Silver Command” vs. the Golden 
Rule - Jesus gives us the latter, above and beyond the former. 

6-28-17
● Twitter joins the culture-wars, bans pro-life tweets as “hate speech”. 
● Guest: Noah Mackenroth shares an example of Facebook censorship. Italian ship 

captain vs. Captain Sullenberger: Where has respect for the less powerful in our society 
gone? 

● The amazing, distracting world of “apps”. Does our technology enhance our lives, or is it 
a threat? 

● The self-destructive aspect to evil. Looks and appearances can be deceiving; we must 
look at the fruits to judge.

6-30-17
● Father answers: Why do Catholics abstain from meat on Fridays
● The birth of the “Filet-O-Fish” hamburger. Did Catholics institute the fast in support of the 

fishing industry? Can a person eat lobster during the fast?
● Pope Francis talks about horoscopes and fortune-tellers. Christians don’t know the 

future; they are led. The Four Last Things
● St. Joseph Marello and the founding of the Oblates in 1847. Fr. Aldo Grasso, the oldest 

Oblate in the world at 100. What amazing ministry does God have in store for you - if 
you only would allow it?


