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ISSUES OF CONCERN TO METRO DETROIT 
ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING IN THE 

FIRST QUARTER 2016 
 
 

Health:  Resolutions. Alzheimer’s Disease. Drug Use. Preventive Health Care. National 
Heart Health Month. Healthy Heart Tips. Arthritis Foundation. Colon Cancer. MDA. 
 
Economy:  Charitable Deductions. Dog Show. Women in Manufacturing. Financial 
Tools. Understanding Economics. Winter Blues. 
 
Community Outreach:  Adult Services. Holocaust Remembrance. Rape Kit Testing. 
Animal Rescue. Services For Homeless.  Political Unity. Elimination of Poverty. Youth 
Programs in Detroit. Domestic Abuse. Homeless Mothers. 
 
Art and Education:  Black History Month. DPS Initiatives. Art Imitates Life. Public 
School Reform. School Nutrition Program. Community Theater Opportunities. Italian 
Film in Detroit. 
 
 
 
 
 



ECONOMY: 
 

1/3/16 
Charitable Deductions in the New Year 

7:00 to 7:15 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
In this segment a leading expert on charitable giving outlines ways to plan donations for 
the year. Many people wait until the end of the year to make donations and get tax 
deductions. When, however, charitable giving is planned and maintained throughout the 
year people are able to benefit more both on their taxes and in their household budgets. 
 

1/3/16 
Michigan Winter Dog Classic 

7:15 to 7:45 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The Michigan Winter Dog Classic is an event that brings an estimated 50-thousand 
people to the region. The annual event is many dog-owners’ last stops before 
competing at the prestigious Westminster Dog Show.  Held at the Suburban Collection 
Showplace in Novi the Dog Classic boosts business for area hotels, restaurants and 
other retailers.  Organizers are now planning for next year and say that the growth of 
the show continues and the economic boost will continue to increase. 
 

1/3/16 
Women’s Automotive Association International 

7:45 to 8:00 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Approaching the North American International Auto Show the WAAI organizes its own 
events to highlight the contributions women make to the auto industry. The Women’s 
Automotive Association International is the auto industry’s premier organization. 
Established in 1995, it recognizes the achievements of women in the industry, provides 
educational news to people interested in the industry and encourages growth through 
mentoring, educational endeavors and scholarships. 
 

1/10/16 
Financial Planning Throughout the Year 

7:00 to 7:30 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

  
In these segments a financial planner outlines the importance of planning throughout 
the year. When planning starts at the beginning of the year a person is more likely to 
maintain that plan throughout. This helps families and businesses look ahead and 
become more prepared for surprises both good and bad. 
 



1/17/16 
North American International Auto Show 

7:30 to 8:00 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The North American International Auto Show (NAIAS) is an annual auto show held in 
Detroit at Cobo Center. It is among the largest auto shows in North America.  The show 
begins with press preview days, industry preview days and a charity preview event. The 
charity preview raises money for local children's charities. In 2004 and 2005, the charity 
preview attracted 17,500 people at $400 a ticket and raised $7 million in total. 2006 was 
the sixth consecutive year the charity preview event raised over $6 million. 35,711 
tickets were sold for the industry preview representing people from 24 countries in 2005 
and 6,897-credentialed press from 63 countries. Over 800,000 attended during the days 
the show was open to the general public in 2004. It is estimated that the show 
generates over $500 million for the local economy. 
 

1/24/16 
Economy 101 
7:00 to 7:30 

30-minutes of a 60-minute program 
 
Tel Ganesian speaks about job trends for 2016. He is also an expert on the economic 
impact of the Syrian refugee crisis impacting other forms of immigration in Michigan and 
nationwide – namely, that the chatter in Congress to halt all immigration, which will 
impact U.S. Corporations who need highly-educated STEMS workers to fill high tech 
jobs that Americans aren’t qualified for. He separates the rumors from the facts when it 
comes to filling these jobs in the U.S. The guest also highlights the very important 
differences between illegal aliens and immigrants who are in the country legally and are 
actually citizens. 
 
 
 
HEALTH: 
 

1/10/16 
New Year’s Resolutions 

7:30 to 8:00 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
A doctor, during these segments, discusses the differences between making resolutions 
that are tough to stick to and making lifestyle changes that are usually longer lasting. He 
points out that it is tough to cut out all sugar, for example. Adding one healthy snack 
each day, though, provides a gradual shift toward healthier living. The top New Year’s 
resolution seems to be the resolve to lose weight. The doctor suggests shifting the 
mindset to a plan to get strong and healthy. He offers tips for healthy, positive and 
lifelong adjustments. He also talks about families making these shifts together. With 
support, he says, come better outcomes. 
 
 



1/17/16 
Alzheimer’s Awareness 

7:15 to 7:30 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The Alzheimer’s Association is private, non-profit, voluntary health organization and one 
of over 80 chapters across the United States. The Greater Michigan Chapter covers 60 
counties. Services are available to more than 140 thousand individuals who have 
Alzheimer's disease or other related dementias. The mission is the organization is to 
eliminate Alzheimer’s disease through the advancement of research; to provide and 
enhance care and support for all affected; and to reduce the risk of dementia through 
the promotion of brain health. 
 

2/7/16 
Drug Use Study 

7:00 to 7:15 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The results of a national study on drug use are revealed in this segment. The guest also 
shares insight into the shifts in both prescription and street drug use in Detroit area 
schools. He says that while progress is being made there is still a long way to go in 
efforts to get drugs like heroin out of kids’ hands. 
 

2/7/16 
Health Issues 
7:15 to 8:00 

45-minutes of a 60-minute program 
 
This three-part interview addresses top-of-mind health issues for area residents. 
Discussions include shedding light on flu shots, as well as protecting one’s self against 
the likelihood of catching a cold. The Zika virus is talked about as well with reasonable 
precautions outlined.  The primary focus of each segment was on prevention. Simple 
things like hand washing can help to keep illness from spreading. Listeners are also 
urged to stay home from work and/or school when they’re sick.  It’s important to rest in 
order to get well. It is also extremely important to stay away from others and minimize 
their risk of catching a contagious illness. 
 

2/14/16 
Heart Health Month 

7:30 to 7:45 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Heart disease is the leading cause of death for men and women in the United States. 
Every year, 1 in 4 deaths are caused by heart disease. This segment focuses on 
National Heath Health month including a discussion of how heart disease can often be 
prevented when people make healthy choices and manage their health conditions. 
Communities, health professionals, and families are urged this month to work together 
to create opportunities for people to make healthier choices.  
 



2/14/16 
Heart Healthy Choices 

7:45 to 8:00 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
An area doctor spends his time during National Heart Health Month to offer tips for 
healthy living. He talks about rest, diet and movement. The talk includes pointers for 
eating foods that are good for the heart as well as easy tips to improve heart health. The 
doctor says that with very few exceptions it is never too late to make positive heart 
health changes. 
 

2/21/16 
Seasonal Affective Disorder 

7:45 to 8:00 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Seasonal affective disorder (SAD) is a type of depression that's related to changes in 
seasons — SAD begins and ends at about the same times every year. Generally 
symptoms start in the fall and continue into the winter months sapping a person’s 
energy and making them feel moody. Treatment for SAD may include light therapy 
(phototherapy), psychotherapy and medications. The doctor speaking in this segment 
says it’s important not to brush off that yearly feeling as simply a case of the "winter 
blues" or a seasonal funk that you have to tough out on your own. He says it is 
important to take steps to keep your mood and motivation steady throughout the year. 
 

2/28/16 
Arthritis Foundation of Michigan 

7:00 to 7:30 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The Arthritis Foundation helps conquer everyday battles through life-changing 
information and resources, access to optimal care, advancements in science and 
community connections. Their goal is to chart a winning course, guiding families in 
developing personalized plans for living a full life – and making each day another stride 
towards a cure. They also publish Arthritis Today, the award-winning magazine that 
reaches 4.2 million readers. People with arthritis face unique barriers to care: high costs 
of treatment, difficulty accessing medications, scarcity of specialists and more. It’s hard 
for any individual to fight the battle alone. But through this organization’s advocacy 
network, the Arthritis Foundation is working to address key issues on both the state and 
federal levels with lawmakers, insurers and regulators, helping ease people’s burdens 
so they can reach their goals. 
 



3/13/16 
Colon Cancer Awareness Month 

7:00 to 7:30 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Colorectal cancer is the fourth most common cancer in the United States and the 
second leading cause of death from cancer. Colorectal cancer affects people in all racial 
and ethnic groups and is most often found in people age 50 and older. According to the 
guest speaking in this discussion if everyone age 50 and older got screened regularly, 6 
out of 10 deaths from colorectal cancer could be prevented. 
 

3/20/16 
Muscular Dystrophy Association 

7:00 to 7:15 
15-minutes of 60-minute program 

 
The mission of MDA is  the fight to free individuals and the families who love them from 
the harm of muscular dystrophy, ALS and related muscle-debilitating diseases that take 
away physical strength, independence and life. They use their collective strength to help 
kids and adults live longer and grow stronger by finding research breakthroughs across 
diseases, caring for individuals from day one and empowering families with services 
and support. 
 
 
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH: 
 

1/17/16 
NSO Adult Services 

7:00 to 7:15 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Older Adult Services (OAS) provides mental health outreach, residential and advocacy 
services to help older adults reach their maximum potential and remain active 
community participants.  Through the OAS residential care program, consumers receive 
a full range of clinical, psychiatric nursing and occupational therapy assistance in 
supported living settings. OAS is available for Wayne and Oakland County residents 60 
and older and for adult nursing home residents 18 and older. 
 



1/24/16 
Holocaust Remembrance Day 

7:30 to 8:00 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The United Nations General Assembly designated January 27—the anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau—as International Holocaust Remembrance Day. On 
this annual day of commemoration, the UN urges every member state to honor the 
victims of the Nazi era and to develop educational programs to help prevent future 
genocides. In these segments Stephen Goldman, Executive Director of the Holocaust 
Memorial Center in Farmington Hills talks about the importance of honoring this day and 
talks about events in metro Detroit commemorating it as well. 
 

2/14/16 
AA 490 Challenge 

7:00 to 7:15 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
More than five years ago, 11,341 unopened, untested rape kits were found in a Detroit 
Police Department storage unit. Each kit represents a soul-crushing brutal crime. Each 
kit represents a case abandoned by investigators. Each kit represents a sexual offender 
who escaped justice. Each kit represents a victim without closure. The Enough SAID 
campaign is an independent collaboration by the Michigan Women's Foundation, the 
Wayne County Prosecutor's Office and the Detroit Crime Commission. The goal of this 
collaboration is to raise private-sector funding to test these rape kits, investigate the 
crimes and prosecute the resulting cases, thus securing justice and closure for victims 
and ensuring a safer community for everyone. 
 

2/21/16 
Detroit Dog Rescue 

7:00 to 7:15 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
In 2014 Detroit Dog Rescue opened the first and only NO-KILL shelter in the city of 
Detroit. Since achieving that goal they are now helping the city of Detroit become the 
NO-KILL city organizers say they know it can be. They are helping to achieve this 
through advocating for alternatives to euthanasia, proper pet care education, low cost 
spay and neutering programs, as well as, assisting low income families with pet food 
and medical resources. 
 



2/21/16 
NSO Homeless Recovery Services 

7:15 to 7:30 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
NSO is the only 24-hour/seven-days-a-week organization serving homeless people who 
have nowhere else to go due to behavioral difficulties, mental illness or physical 
challenges.  Through their programs they work to ensure that those in need have a 
home and receive proper care.  A unique mobile outreach program, The Road Home 
makes direct contact with homeless individuals who live on the streets of 
Detroit.  NSO’s outreach team responds to calls, make an initial assessment of the 
consumer to determine their needs, then transports the individual to an appropriate 
facility to receive care, support and housing, helping them to rejoin their community. 
 

2/21/16 
No Labels 

7:30 to 7:45 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Former Michigan Governor John Engler talks about the importance of political unity 
instead of infighting and separation. No Labels is a national citizen’s organization 
working inside the Beltway and around the nation to usher in a new era of focused 
problem solving in American politics. No Labels is for all those who have had it up to 
their eyebrows with all the petty infighting, party-first agendas and hyper-partisan wheel-
spinning that are keeping the government from doing the people’s work. 
 

2/28/16 
Healthy Initiatives Programs Partnering With Detroit Organizations 

7:45 to 8:00 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
A group of women from Oakland University’s physical therapy program is partnering 
with schools and civic organizations in Detroit to bring healthy living initiatives to the 
city. One partnership included going to the Winans Rutherford Academy and teaching 
yoga and relaxation techniques to the elementary school kids. Through this program, 
the organizers say, the children are learning ways to relax instead of explode and 
therefore find more peaceful ways to resolve conflict. 
 



3/6/16 
Matrix Human Services 

7:00 to 7:30 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Matrix Human Services, a 501(c) 3 Organization, has served the Detroit community and 
surrounding areas for more than 108 years. The League of Catholic Women led the way 
in 1906 with a vision and mission to fight poverty.  Today their mission remains the 
same as they continue to touch hearts and change lives in our community. With 
programs at more than 40 locations, Matrix Human Services serves more than 25,000 
individuals and families each year. Matrix is leading dynamic change across the country 
with its Transition to Success Model. This poverty model, implemented across all Matrix 
programs, coordinates care for basic needs, learning to read, getting an 
education (including GED and higher education), financial literacy and volunteerism.  It 
has been their vision to have a national model of care that frames poverty as a condition 
that requires treatment and not a character flaw.   
 

3/13/16 
YMCA of Metropolitan Detroit 

7:45 to 8:00 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The YMCA of Metropolitan Detroit is a non-profit organization dedicated to 
strengthening the foundations of community through youth development, healthy living, 
and social responsibility.  The Y’s annual fundraising campaign is underway right now 
with a goal of raising funds to support programs like summer camp for kids and life-
saving swimming lessons. 
 

3/20/16 
Turning Point 
7:30 to 8:00 

30-minutes of a 60-minute program 
 
Turning Point began in 1980 through the grassroots efforts of community volunteers 
who wanted to provide a safe place for victims of domestic violence Turning Point 
opened with a 15-bed shelter and 24-hour crisis line. In 1986 sexual assault intervention 
and prevention were added to our mission.  Located in the Metro Detroit, Tri-County 
area, Turning Point has a long history of providing advocacy for domestic and sexual 
assault survivors, both locally and throughout the State of Michigan. 
 



3/27/16 
Cass Community Social Services 

7:00 to 7:30 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Cass Community Social Services (CCSS) was established as a nonprofit 501 (c) (3) in 
2002.  Prior to that, many of its programs started as a part of Cass Community United 
Methodist Church. The Detroit-based agency works across the city in areas of 
concentrated poverty providing programs for food, health, housing and jobs. CCSS 
prepares and serves 1 million meals annually. 325 homeless men, women and children 
currently stay in one of CCSS’ shelters, transitional housing or permanent supportive 
housing programs. CCSS operates a weekly free medical clinic and a day program for 
100 adults with developmental disabilities. 70 adults are currently employed in the 
agency’s Green Industries that marry jobs with sustainability. 
 
 
 
ART AND EDUCATION: 
 

1/31/16 
Charles H. Wright Museum 

7:00 to 7:30 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History is the world's largest 
institution dedicated to the African American experience. Their mission is to open minds 
and change lives through the exploration and celebration of African American history 
and culture. The goal is to be in a world in which the adversity and achievement of 
African American history inspire everyone toward greater understanding, acceptance 
and unity. The Wright Museum houses over 35,000 artifacts and archival materials and 
is home to the Blanche Coggin Underground Railroad Collection, Harriet Tubman 
Museum Collection, Coleman A. Young Collection and the Sheffield Collection, a 
repository of documents of the labor movement in Detroit. 
 

1/31/16 
Education Reform in Detroit 

7:30 to 8:00 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
In these segments an expert in education talks about the need for reform throughout the 
Detroit Public School system. He says that the entire system needs to be overhauled 
and that there is no one quick fix. Personnel, he says, needs to be adjusted. Money 
needs to be infused. Consolidation of service is imperative. This, according to the guest, 
needs to include both consolidation of services and consolidation of schools 
themselves. 
 
 



2/14/16 
Art Imitates Life 

7:15 to 7:30 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Actor John O’Hurley talks about his role in the stage production, “Chicago.” In this 
discussion he addresses how human nature more and more imitates the story told on 
the stage. He highlights the importance of face-to-face communication instead of living 
for the perceived television camera and the search for a personal reality show. He 
discusses the way many people act out in unhealthy fashions sometimes even 
committing crimes, like the characters in the show, just to see their name in a headline. 
 

2/28/16 
DPS Transformation Initiative 

7:30 to 7:45 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
In this segment education leader a financial planner and education expert outlines a 
four-prong plan that was sent to Governor Snyder with the goal of transforming the 
Detroit Public School System. The plan includes financial overhaul, changes in 
personnel and oversight and concrete plans to make sure that any funding influx goes 
directly toward improving conditions in the classroom. 
 

3/6/16 
Public School Reform 

7:30 to 8:00 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
There has been much discussion lately about education across the state. These 
segments address some very-real issues that are affecting classrooms from Detroit to 
Farmington Hills to Shelby Township.  At issue, according the guest in these segments 
is making sure that children are being taught in a manner that will prepare them for 
adulthood. Unfortunately too many kids are being pushed through systems that send 
them into the world with a diploma but without skills they need to help ensure their 
success.  This guest suggests an overhaul of systems to more accurately reflect not 
only what kids need to know academically but to also look at finding the balance 
between motivation and pressure to live up to certain standards.  This guest points out 
that all-too-often kids are being pushed to perform and instead of rising to the occasion 
they are shutting down and becoming anxious and depressed. This, of course, is the 
opposite of the intended goal. The discussion in these segments includes looking at 
alternative methods of teaching, including a blend of classroom and online learning, to 
help each child learn at their own pace and at their own level therefore achieving their 
maximum level of success and achievement. 
 



3/13/16 
Cooking Up Change 

7:30 to 7:45 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Cooking up Change® is a national healthy cooking competition launched by Healthy 
Schools Campaign.  It challenges teams of high school culinary students to create 
menu items that are not only healthy, but also meet nutrition guidelines and the 
budgetary constraints (about $1 per meal) that School Food Services programs across 
the country face today.  It’s a program that allows students to be involved in the 
conversation as campuses across the country strive to serve healthful, great-tasting 
school food that their classmates would enjoy eating at school. Teams of two or three 
culinary students from the district’s culinary arts program followed a rigorous recipe 
development process with a limited list of ingredients to create dishes that are low in 
calories, fat, sugar and sodium.  The district’s nutrition services dietitians carefully 
checked each recipe to meet nutritional requirements.   The winning team from the DPS 
competition will get an all-expense paid trip to Washington D.C. Detroit students will 
compete at the national competition in June 2016 against other high school culinary 
programs from around the country.  Along with the free trip, a version of the winning 
team’s menu will be served at Detroit Public Schools and there is a chance that it could 
also be served at the U.S. House of Representatives. 
 

3/20/16 
Monster Box Theater 

7:15 to 7:30 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
This segment focuses on opportunities for people to get involved in non-profit theater 
organizations throughout the area. The Monster Box, for example, hosts musical 
reviews, original shows and world premier productions in Waterford.  Monster Box 
works with other non-profits on a regular basis as well. This month, for example, they 
are celebrating women's history month with the 365 Women's Festival. Monster Box 
Theatre is hosting this international festival which features original plays about women 
such as singer Janis Joplin, artist Helen Frankenthaler and more.  
 

3/27/16 
2016 Italian Film Festival 

7:30 to 8:00 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

  
Founded in 2005, the Italian Film Festival USA is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization 
that brings, for free, premiers of contemporary award-winning Italian films. With 11 other 
major metropolitan cities and more than 10,000 viewers, the festival is one of a kind in 
all the United States. Last year’s event in Metro Detroit drew more than 3,500 people 
and was the most highly attended.  The 2016 Italian Film Festival USA of Metro 
Detroit is supported by the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs Minigrant 
program, administered by the Anton Art Center. 
 


