
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST FOR WKZS-FM, COVINGTON, IND.-DANVILLE,
ILL., FOR FIRST QUARTER, 2020

Issue:  youth activities

Program:  sports remote broadcasts

Description:  WKZS broadcast play-by-play coverage of 21 local high school basketball games during the 
quarter.  The broadcast games included four in the Bi-County Holiday Tournament, which involves all three 
Fountain County schools, as well as sectional and regional games.  WKZS also followed the local teams as far 
as they advanced in the girls and boys post-season tournaments.  Each broadcast included interviews with 
the opposing coaches, including Adam Ballard and Travis Brown of Covington, Phil Shabi and Tom Anderson
of Fountain Central, and Bruce Patton and Darrin Spragg of Attica.  For each broadcast game, WKZS named a
“player of the game,” who received a plaque and a T-shirt.   

Dates and times:  mainly Friday nights, from 1/3-3/7

Duration:  average of two hours for each single basketball broadcast and three and a half hours for a 
doubleheader.

Issue:  youth activities

Program:  promotional announcement

Description:  WKZS aired a series of promotional announcements for the weekly local high school basketball 
broadcasts that aired on the station.  Aired 36 times each week, or about 380 times during the quarter.  
These announcements referred to the teams playing, as well as to the day and time of the broadcast. 

Dates and times:  1/1-3/13; 24 hours

Duration:  30 seconds
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Issue:  youth activities

Program:  Public Service Announcements

Description:  WKZS aired three Public Service Announcements relating to the Covington High School 
basketball program, including on the availability of tickets for the Trojan regional basketball game and about 
a ceremony honoring two Covington regional championship teams.  Aired a combined 22 times. 

Dates and times:  1/24, 1/28, 2/9, 3/11, and 3/13; 7:00 a.m.-11:00 p.m.

Duration:  15 seconds

Issues:  youth activities/shortage of high school sports officials

Program:  “Spotlight on the WRC”

Description:  Jim Knoblauch of WKZS interviewed Indiana High School Athletic Association Commissioner 
Bobby Cox on how poor spectator behavior has depleted the pool of high school sports officials.  Aired 14 
times.

Dates and times:  2/14-2/20; various times

Duration: two and a half minutes (each airing)

Issue:  current events

Program:  live programming

Description:  WKZS' Larry Weatherford and Greg Green discuss assorted topics, including the day's events, 
history, trivia, television programming, society trends, and the weather forecast.  

Days and times:  Each Monday through Friday, 9:30 a.m.-9:55 a.m.
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Issue:  education/fundraising activities

Program:  Public Service Announcement

Description:  WKZS aired Public Service Announcements promoting one of the Vermilion County 
Conservation District's biggest and most popular annual fundraisers, the Maple Syrup Open House.  It would 
have included a pancake and sausage dinner and a maple syrup making demonstration.  Following the 
cancellation of this event due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, the announcement was updated to indicate that, 
in spite of the cancellation, maple syrup still was available for purchase.  Aired 60 times.

Dates and times:  3/9-3/14; 24 hours

Duration:  30 seconds

Issue:  senior citizen services

Program:  Public Service Announcement

Description:  WKZS aired a Public Service Announcement promoting the Danville Township  transportation 
service, a low-cost way for senior citizens to access doctor offices, grocery stores, family members, and more. 
Aired a minimum of 328 times.

Dates and times:  throughout the quarter; 24 hours

Duration:  30 seconds
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Issue:  assisting people with disabilities

Program:  Public Service Announcement

Description:  WKZS aired a Public Service Announcement promoting the local American Business Club's 
Home and Living Expo.  This event is the club's biggest annual fundraiser, providing the funds to help create 
independence for people with disabilities, particularly children.  Aired 101 times.  WKZS donated its booth 
space at the Expo to a local Girl Scout troop for the purpose of selling Girl Scout Cookies.

Dates and times:  2/29-3/8; 24 hours

Duration:  60 seconds

Issue:  utility service interruption prevention

Program:  Public Service Announcement

Description:  WKZS aired a Public Service Announcement that stressed the importance of Indiana's “Call 811”
program.  It's a free service to locate buried utility lines, to assure safe digging.  Aired 176 times. 

Dates and times:  1/3-3/31; 24 hours

Duration:  30 seconds 

Issue:  home ownership affordability

Program:  Public Service Announcement

Description:  WKZS aired 175 times a Public Service Announcement for the Indiana Housing and Community 
Development Authority on downpayment assistance and other home ownership benefits for young Hoosier 
families.

Dates and times:  1/3-3/31; 24 hours

Duration:  30 seconds
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Issue:  jobs

Program:  local news stories

Description:  WKZS on a monthly basis reported on the latest unemployment rates for local counties on both 
sides of the state line, including how many jobs the counties either gained or lost from a year earlier.  These 
local news stories aired three or four times per day on 1/23, 1/28, 3/15, 3/18, and 3/29.

Times:  7:00 a.m.-10:05 a.m.

Duration:  approximately 30 seconds for each airing of each news story

Issue:  entertainment options

Program:  announcement

Description:  WKZS aired an announcement 75 times that promoted motorcycle ice racing at Danville's David
S. Palmer Arena.    

Dates and times:  2/6-2/20; 24 hours

Duration:  30 seconds 

Issue:  support of the arts/entertainment options

Program:  Public Service Announcement

Description:  WKZS aired a Public Service Announcement that promoted the second show of the season for a 
local community theater organization, the Red Mask Players.  Aired 40 times.

Dates and times:  1/15-2/8; 7:00 a.m.-11:00 p.m.

Duration:  15 seconds
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Issues:  support of the arts/entertainment options

Program:  “Out and About”

Description:  WKZS' Jim Knoblauch interviewed Director Nancy Henderson and cast member Andrew Peters 
about the Red Mask Players' production of “Superior Donuts.”  Aired 14 times.

Dates and times:  1/24-1/30; various times

Duration: two and a half minutes (each airing)

Issue:  better roads

Program:  local news stories

Description:  WKZS aired a series of news stories on local road and bridge construction projects scheduled for
the new construction season.  Other stories advised motorists of street closings.  The stories aired an average 
of three times each. 

Dates and times: 2/12, 2/18, 3/2, 3/4, 3/19, 3/25, 3/26, and 3/31; 7:00 a.m.-10:05 a.m. 

Duration: average of 25 seconds for each time that the stories aired 

Issue: health and safety

Programs: Public Service Announcement

Description: WKZS aired 22 times a Public Service Announcement supporting the City of Covington's annual 
Winter Coat Give-Away. It told of the availability of free coats to city residents in need. 

Dates and times: 1/1, 1/12, 1/28, 2/10, and 2/26; 7:00 a.m.-11:00 p.m.

Duration: 15 seconds
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Issue:  safety

Program:  Public Service Announcement 

Description:  WKZS aired a Public Service Announcement 29 times that advised listeners of the availability of 
free emergency notifications.  They could receive the messages via  text message, phone call, e-mail, social 
media, or an application.

Dates and times:  1/3, 1/13, 2/2, 2/20, 3/15, and 3/29; 7:00 a.m.-11:00 p.m.

Duration:  15 seconds

Issue: community improvements 

Program: local news stories 

Description: WKZS aired local news stories on various grants that local organizations had received.  
Examples of these grants are one for a field trip for some Southeast Fountain Elementary School students.  
Another grant paid for new equipment for the Jackson Township Volunteer Fire Department in Fountain 
County.  The stories aired an average of three times each. 

Dates and times: 1/3, 1/10, 1/14, 1/23, 1/29, 2/11, and 3/11; 7:00 a.m.-10:05 a.m. 

Duration: average of 25 seconds for each time that the stories aired
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Issue: charitable activities funding 

Program: Public Service Announcements 

Description: Raquel Stultz and Laura Myers, both representing the Western Indiana Community Foundation, 
voiced Public Service Announcements that aired a combined 406 times.  Mrs. Stultz spoke about the “Buddy 
Bags” program in Fountain County that the foundation supports financially.  It provides weekend food to 
students needing it.  And Mrs. Myers spoke about the deadline for Fountain County high school seniors to 
apply for college scholarships available from the foundation.   

Dates and times: throughout the quarter; 24 hours 

Duration: 30 seconds

Issue:  Coronavirus Pandemic

Program:  Public Service Announcement 

Description:  The health officer for the Fountain-Warren County Health Department, Dr. Sean Sharma, 
voiced a Public Service Announcement indicating that the health department had declared the pandemic a 
Public Health Emergency.  The announcement included rules for limiting the virus' impact.  And it referred 
to the department website for more information.  Aired 118 times.

Dates and times:  3/20-3/31; 24 hours

Duration:  90 seconds
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Issue:  Coronavirus Pandemic

Program:  Public Service Announcements

Description:  WKZS aired two Public Service Announcements a combined 30 times that offered ways to 
“social distance” during the Coronavirus Pandemic.  The announcements also advised listeners with 
symptoms of the illness that the virus caused to call before visiting a health care facility. 

Dates and times:  3/27-3/31; 24 hours

Duration:  30 seconds

Issue:  Coronavirus Pandemic

Program:  news stories

Description:  WKZS aired a series of local news stories dealing with the Coronavirus Pandemic.  One that 
dealt with the closing of schools all across Indiana early in the pandemic aired five times on 3/19.  Another 
that dealt with the Indiana governor's stay-at-home order during the pandemic aired five times on 3/23.  
Many of the other local news stories referred to the number of new cases of the disease that the virus causes, 
COVID-19, in local counties.  These stories each aired an average of three times.

Dates and times:  nearly daily from 3/13-3/31; 7:00 a.m.-10:05 a.m.

Duration:  approximately 25 seconds for each news story
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Issue:  Coronavirus Pandemic

Program:  “Out and About”

Description:  WKZS' Jim Knoblauch interviewed Fountain-Warren County Health Department Health Officer 
Dr. Sean Sharma about the asymptomatic nature of COVID-19 for one program and about the importance of 
the governor's stay-at-home order for another program.  Aired a combined 24 times.

Dates and times:  3/20-3/31; various times 

Duration: two and a half minutes (each airing) 

Issue:  jobs

Program:  announcement 

Description:  WKZS aired an announcement 40 times indicating that an employer located just outside 
Covington was hiring for general labor positions. 

Dates and times:  2/15-2/29; 24 hours

Duration:  30 seconds

Issue:  local elections

Program:  local news stories

Description:  WKZS aired a series of news stories on various election topics, including local turnout numbers 
for the Indiana municipal election, as well as local results from the Illinois primary election.  Each story aired 
a minimum of three or four times.

Dates and times:  1/6, 1/20, 2/18, 3/12, 3/17, and 3/18; 7:00 a.m.-10:05 a.m. 

Duration:  approximately 25 to 30 seconds for each news story
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Issue:  jobs

Program:  local news stories

Description:  WKZS on a monthly basis reported on the latest unemployment rates for local counties on both 
sides of the state line, including how many jobs the counties either gained or lost from a year earlier.  These 
local news stories aired three or four times per day on two days most months.   

Dates and times:  1/28, 1/31, 3/20, and 3/31; 7:00 a.m.-10:05 a.m.

Duration:  approximately 20 to 25 seconds for each news story

Issue:  food insecurity

Program:  local news stories

Description:  WKZS aired two local news stories on local food distributions, including one for local students 
who could have been short on food because their schools were closed during the Coronavirus Pandemic.  
These stories aired approximately three times each.  

Dates and times:  3/25 and 3/31; 7:00 a.m.-10:05 a.m.

Duration:  approximately 25 to 30 seconds for each news story

Issue:  food insecurity

Program:  Public Service Announcement

Description:  WKZS aired a series of Public Service Announcements that promoted assorted local food 
distributions.  These aired a combined 19 times. 

Dates and times:  1/6, 3/9, 3/16, and 3/26; 7:00 a.m.-11:00 p.m.

Duration:  15 seconds 



FIRST QUARTER, 2020, p. 12

Issues:  fundraising/entertainment

Program:  Public Service Announcement 

WKZS aired a Public Service Announcement 50 times that promoted the Covington Wrestling Club's 
sponsorship of a donkey basketball fundraiser.  

Dates and times:  2/4-2/24; 7:00 a.m.-11:00 p.m.

Duration:  15 seconds 

Issue:  education

Program:  local news story/Public Service Announcement

Description:  WKZS aired a local news story three times that reminded students and their parents that the 
application process for scholarships administered by the Western Indiana Community Foundation had 
opened.  The scholarships were available to students in Fountain and Vermillion counties.  A companion 15-
second Public Service Announcement aired 20 times from 1/9-2/4.

Date and times (for the local news story):  1/10; 7:00 a.m.-10:05 a.m.

Duration:  20 seconds (for each airing)   

Issue:  education

Program:  “Out and About”

Description:  Jim Knoblauch of WKZS interviewed new Covington High School Principal Allison Karrfalt 
about her goals in the position.  Aired 18 times.

Dates and times:  1/1-1/9; various times

Duration: two and a half minutes (each airing)
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Issue:  education

Program:  “Out and About”

Description:  Jim Knoblauch of WKZS interviewed MSD of Warren County Superintendent Dr. Ralph Shrader
about the school district's need for a new elementary school building due to overcrowding and, in a separate 
program, about Seeger Memorial High School's high graduation rate.  Aired a combined 28 times.

Dates and times:  2/7-2/13 and 2/21-2/27; various times

Duration: two and a half minutes (each airing)

Issue:  education

Program:  “Spotlight on the WRC”

Description:  WKZS' Jim Knoblauch interviewed Attica High School senior Eli Kirkpatrick on his selection as 
the Lilly Endowment Community Scholar for Fountain County.  The community scholar receives a full four-
year scholarship to the Indiana college or university of his choosing.  This program consisted of two parts, 
each of which aired for one week.  Aired a combined 28 times.

Dates and times:  1/10-1/16 and 1/17-1/23; various times

Duration: two and a half minutes (each airing)   



FIRST QUARTER, 2020, p. 14

Issue:  government services

Program:  “Out and About”

Description:  WKZS' Jim Knoblauch interviewed Covington Mayor Brad Crain about the opening of the new 
city building and its benefits for citizens.  This program consisted of two parts, each of which aired for one 
week.  Aired a combined 28 times.

Dates and times:  3/6-3/19; various times

Duration: two and a half minutes (each airing) 

Issue:  local sports history

Program:  “Spotlight on the WRC”

Description:  During the 60th anniversary of one of Covington High School's most-successful basketball teams
of all-time, WKZS' Jim Knoblauch interviewed a senior on that team, Scott Wallace.  The 1959-1960 Trojan 
team played in a Semi-State championship game.  This program consisted of two parts, each of which aired 
for one week.  Aired a combined 28 times.

Dates and times:  1/31-2/6 and 2/7-2/13; various times

Duration: two and a half minutes (each airing)

This is a listing of some of the significant issues responded to in our programming, along with 
significant programming treatment of those issues this quarter.  This listing is by no means all-
inclusive of issues addressed or programming aired to address them.  The order in which the issues 
appear does not reflect any priority or significance.


