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Due to the Covid-19 outbreak, KWWR has added daily updates to our 
programming on Mix Country 96. Three times a day weekdays, and twice on 

Saturday and Sunday, listeners get the latest Coronavirus news from our 

outstanding news department. 
 

 
FM GOVERNMENT 

JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH  
1/1/20 Governor Parson Consents To Take Refugees Into State  

1/2/20 Governor Parson Appoints Group On Flooding  
1/3/20 Moberly Redevelopment Project Approved By Governor  

1/4/20 MO Lawmakers React To Strike On Iran  
1/5/20 Homeland Security Terrorism Bulletin 

1/6/20 Louisiana Tax Increase April Ballot  
1/7/20 Governor's Prayer Breakfast  

1/8/20 Mo State Auditor Nicole Galloway Wants Update On State's Parental 
Leave Policies 

1/9/20 MO Lawmakers Back At Capitol  

1/15/20 Governor Parson Delivers State Of The State Address  
1/21/20 House Democrats Hold Press Conference On Gun Violence  

1/21/20 Jefferson City Council Candidate Filings  
1/23/20 MO Department Of Health And Senior Services To Post Approved 

Medical Marijuana Facilities  
1/28/20 Governor Parson Appoints New Board Of Education Member  

1/29/20 MO Capital To Shine Red For Kansas City Chiefs  
2/5/20 MO Paid Over Twenty Four Million Dollars In 2019 Lawsuits  

2/6/20 President Trump Acquitted In Senate  
2/12/20 Parson Appoints Area Residents To Various Boards And 

Commissions  
2/17/20 Cole Co. Circuit Judge Seeking Reelection  

2/28/20 MO House Democrats Address Health Care  
2/24/20 Missouri Hunting And Fishing Permits Info From Missouri 

Department Of Conservation 

2/25/20 Missouri Gubernatorial Candidates  
2/27/20 Missouri House Speaker Announces Creation Of New State 

Committee On Coronavirus Response 



3/3/20 Missouri House Passes Revamped Voter ID  
3/9/20 Missouri Veterans Commission Restricting Access  

3/10/20 Missouri Senate Bans Marijuana Candy  
3/10/20 Missouri Attorney General Suing Jim Bakker And Morningside 

Church Productions, Inc. 
3/11/20 Missouri Coronavirus Grant Money  

3/13/20 Governor Parson Declares State Of Emergency  
3/17/20 Governor Parson Closes Casinos  

3/18/20 Elections Postponed Until April  
3/20/20 Cooper County State Of Emergency  

3/21/20 Ashland Declares State Of Emergency  
3/22/20 Governor Parson Issues Social Distancing Order  

3/23/20 Governor Parson Closes State Buildings To Public  
3/24/20 Columbia/Boone County Stay At Home Order  

3/25/20 City Of Fulton Approves Emergency Actions  

3/25/20 Governor Parson Requests Disaster Declaration  
3/27/20 President Trump Approves MO Major Disaster Declaration  

3/27/20 Governor Parson Mobilizing MO National Guard  
3/31/20 Governor Parson Daily COVID-19 Update  

  
 

 

 

am/fm-Gov Consents For MO To Take Refug. mp 5:13 am 1/1/20 

Governor Mike Parson is giving consent for Missouri to take in refugees.  
Parson made his announcement yesterday (Tuesday) in response to an 

executive order signed by President Donald Trump on September 26th. 
  Refugees would not be allowed to automatically come to states where 

governors refuse consent, even if cities and counties welcome them.  
 Parson said yesterday that Missouri would agree to continue to resettle 

lawfully admitted refugees in communities that request them.  
 

am/fm-Gov Appt. Adv Group On Flooding mp 9:09 am 1/2/19 

A governor appointed advisory group says Missouri levees need to be 
strengthened and repaired, especially in rural areas hit hard by prolonged 

flooding in 2019.  

 A report was issued this week by the Flood Recovery Advisory Working 
Group on ways to address the near historic episodes of flooding that 

hounded Missouri in 2019.  
The report lists 24 wide-ranging actions to be considered. 

 They include support of levee projects that target soil and water 
conservation practices in places that would improve drought resiliency and 

decrease flood risk.  



The report mentions several times that no one-size-fits-all remedy will be 
sufficient.  
 

am/fm-Gov Approves Moberly Red. Proj. mp 5:14 am 1/3/20 

Governor Mike Parson is giving approval to a Moberly redevelopment 

project. 
 Parson made a visit to an abandoned house in Moberly yesterday 

(Thursday). 
 The house was acquired by the city of Moberly as part of a redevelopment 

project, and was recently awarded a demolition grant by the Missouri 
Department of Economic Development.  

The grant allows the city to demolish over 50 abandoned houses around 
Moberly. 

 Parson said that Moberly was a deserving recipient of the grant because the 
city worked hard to mobilize support for the issue.  
 

am/fm-MO Lawmakers On Iran Strike mp 5:10 am 1/4/20 

Some Missouri lawmakers are releasing their responses after President 
Donald Trump ordered a deadly attack on 2 Middle East military leaders in 

Iraq this week.  
U.S. Republican Senator Roy Blunt tweeted, the death of Iran's top military 

commander would send a message to Iranian leaders. 
 U.S. Republican Senator Josh Hawley says he is glad that Qasem Soleimani 

is dead.  
U.S. Representative Emanuel Cleaver, a Democrat says the president was 

too hasty in his actions.  
The US is sending thousands of additional troops to the Middle East as Iran 

has promised severe revenge for the killing of Qassem Suleimani.  
 

am/fm - Homeland Security terrorism bulletin 1/5  0325 mrj 

A National Terrorism Advisory System Bulletin is in effect until January 18th 
as a result of the recent air strike in Iraq. 

According to the Department of Homeland Security, "we have no information 

indicating a specific, credible threat to the Homeland.  Iran and its partners, 
such as Hizballah, have demonstrated the intent and capability to conduct 

operations in the United States." 

Homeland Security encourages residents to continue with their daily 

activities, but to remain vigilant and aware of surroundings. 
Be prepared for cyber disruptions, suspicious emails, network delays and do 

a data backup as a precaution. 
 

FM-Louisiana Tax Increase April Ballot mp 7:29 am 1/6/20 

Voters in Louisiana, Missouri will be asked to approve property tax increases 
on 2 proposals during the April general election. 



 One measure would create a .20 cent increase to support the city's parks 
and would require a two-thirds majority to pass. 

 Another would levy .27 cents for the city's general fund and only needs a 
simple majority to pass. 

 If both proposals pass, it would add 47 cents per one hundred dollars of 
assessed property value.  

The election is scheduled for April 2nd.  
 

am/fm - Governor Prayer Breakfast 1/7  1534 mrj 

Governor Mike Parson is holding the annual Governor's Prayer Breakfast on 
Thursday morning from 7 until 9:30. 

The event will be at the Capitol Plaza Hotel and will feature keynote speaker 
Ben Carson, Secretary of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development. 
Governor Parson will also be speaking at the annual interfaith event. 
 

am/fm-Galloway Wants Update Parent. Leav mp 5:20 am 1/8/20 

Missouri State Auditor Nicole Galloway is asking Governor Mike Parson to 
sign an executive order that would update the state's parental leave policies. 

 Galloway issued a letter yesterday (Monday) recommending that Missouri 
allows state workers to take up to 12 weeks of paid parental leave after the 

birth or adoption of a child.  
Galloway's proposed policy would be like those recently signed into law by 

President Trump for federal employees.  
Former Governor Eric Greitens signed an executive order in 2017 that 

established up to 6 weeks of parental leave for Missouri employees in the 
executive branch of state government.  
 

am/fm-MO Lawmakers Back At Capitol mp 5:25 am 1/9/20 

Missouri lawmakers are getting ready to get back to business at the Missouri 

State Capitol.  
During the first day of the 2020 legislative session yesterday (Wednesday), 

6 new house members were sworn in. 

 Already there have been over 800 bills filed in the house and 300 bills in the 
senate.  

The priorities for the Republican controlled legislature includes more dollars 
for roads and bridges and reducing violent crime.  
 

am/fm - State of the State Address 1/15  1532 mrj 
In today's (Wednesday's) State of the State Address, Governor Mike Parson 

highlights Missouri's major successes in workforce development and 
infrastructure last year and focuses on issues facing the state this year. 



Last year, Missouri saw a $1.5 billion dollar investment from General Motors 
and an $81.2 million Infrastructure for Rebuilding America grant to build a 

new I-70 Missouri River Bridge at Rocheport. 
This year, Parson wants to build stronger communities by providing greater 

protection for victims and witnesses, providing more mental health resources 
and services, and strengthening laws to target violent criminals. 

With regard to workforce development efforts, Parson wants to increase 
opportunities for high-demand job training at the high school level by 

seeking a three quarter of a million dollar investment to certify nearly 
12,000 new high school students as work-ready through the WorkKeys 

program. 
Parson wants to build on last year's success in infrastructure success by 

including $4 million in disaster recovery funds and another $50 million for 
the transportation cost-share program. 

Finally, Parson plans to continue Missouri's efforts to drive efficiency and 

accountability for Missourians' tax dollars. 
 

am/fm-House Dems Presser On Gun Violence mp 11:12 am 1/21/20 

A news conference to discuss gun violence in Missouri is scheduled this 
afternoon by the House Democratic Caucus. 

 Missouri House Democrats have filed dozens of bills to address gun violence 
in the state. 

St. Louis, Kansas City and Springfield are all on the list of the most 
dangerous cities in the United States. 

 Discussion on the issue continued at the Capitol today, following a fatal 
shooting at a bar in Kansas City on Sunday night.  

The news conference is set for 1pm.  
 

fm - City Council filings for Jefferson Ctiy 1/21  1554 mrj 

Filing for the Jefferson City City Council is now over with the list of 
candidates growing to seven. 

Gregory A. Butler filed this (Tuesday) afternoon for a seat for the Second 

Ward, joining two other candidates:  Aaron Mealy and Mike Lester. 
First Ward candidate is Hank Vogt. 

In the Third Ward, Erin Wiseman is the only candidate to file. 
Fourth and Fifth Wards have only one candidate filing in each:  Ron Fitzwater 

in the Fourth and Jon Hensley for the Fifth Ward. 
 

am/fm-Health Dept Appr. Med Mar. Fac. mp 11:28 am 1/23/20 

The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services is set to post the 192 
facilities approved to dispense medical marijuana.  

The department said this morning 24 dispensary facilities will be licensed per 
congressional district, there are 8 in Missouri. 



 The department stated it anticipates having all approval and denial 
notifications issued by the end of day.  
 

am/fm-Gov App New MO Board Of Ed Member mp 5:07 am 1/28/20 

A new State Board of Education appointee is now made by Governor Mike 

Parson. 
  The governor picked Edward Jones Investments division leader Pamela 

Westbrooks-Hodge. 
She will replace longtime board member Mike Jones.  

Her appointment is subject to confirmation by the state Senate.  
 

am/fm-MO Capital Shining Red For Chiefs mp 9:18 am 1/29/20 

The Missouri State Capitol Dome will be shining red this Friday in celebration 
of the Kansas City Chiefs first Super Bowl Appearance in 50 years. 

 Governor Mike Parson handed down the order today. 
The Governor and first Lady Teresa Parson are long time fans and season 

ticket holders. 

 The Chiefs have had a longstanding presence in Missouri since 1963 when 
found Lamar Hunt brought the franchise to Kansas City from Dallas.  
 

AM/FM-MO Paid Over 24 Mil 2019 Lawsuits mp 5:04 am 2/5/20 

Over twenty four million dollars paid in 2019 by Missouri taxpayers to settle 

lawsuits against the state. 
 According to a report from the St. Louis Post Dispatch the Missouri Attorney 

General's office says that is down from the 28.8 million paid in 2018.   
Many of the settlements stem from employee discrimination and harassment 

cases brought against the Missouri Department of Corrections. 
 The total this year may skyrocket due to the state has not paid out 113.7 

million to thirteen thousand current and former correctional officers who won 
a class-action case in Cole County over unpaid overtime.  
 

am/fm-Trump Acquitted In Senate mp 5:12 am 2/6/20 

President Donald Trump is acquitted by the Senate after being found not 

guilty of both articles of impeachment yesterday of abuse of power and 
obstruction of Congress.  

Missouri Governor Mike Parson released a statement saying the U.S. Senate 

made the right decision in the acquittal of President Donald J. Trump. 
 Congressman Blaine Luetkemeyer said one can only imagine how well 

America would be doing had Democrats not been solely focused on fighting 
the President at every turn for the last 3 years. 
 

am/fm - Gov Parson appoints area residents to various boards & 
commissions 2/12  1531 mrj 



Governor Mike Parson is announcing the appointments of area residents to 
various boards and commissions in the state. 

John Clark Hemeyer of Ralls County has been appointed to the State Lottery 
Commission, 

Dr. Lisa J. Pierce of Fulton has been appointed to the Drug Utilization Review 
Board, and 

Robin Wenneker of Columbia has been appointed to the University of 
Missouri Board of Curators. 
 

fm-Cole Co Circ Judge Will Run Again mp 5:16 am 2/17/20 

Cole County Circuit Judge Daniel Green is announcing he will seek a third 

term.  
Green was first elected to the position of Division II judge in 2010.   

It's is unknown if Green will have an opponent as filing for the August 
election will open on February 25th. 

 Cole County serves as the designated court for legal matters involving the 

state government. 
 

AM/FM-Mo House Dems Address Health Care mp 5:01 am 2/28/20 

Missouri House Democrats are hoping to get passage on several bills for 
health care improvements. 

 House Democrats met yesterday to talk about improvements. 
 One bill filed would provide health care to foster care children between the 

ages of 13 to 26. 
 Other bills address difficulties in mental health, suicide prevention training 

to teachers and principals, making prescription drugs more affordable, and 
helps diabetics with the price of insulin. 
 

am/fm-Annual Hunting Fishing Permits Exp mp 5:20 am 2/24/20 

Annual hunting and fishing permits in Missouri are set to expire at end of 

this month,. 
They include 2019 permits for small game, fishing, trout fishing and 

combination hunting and fishing. 

 The Missouri Department of Conservation says the Missouri hunting and 
fishing permits can be purchased from vendors around the state, or online 

at mdc.gov/buypermits, or through MDC's free mobile apps.  
The hunting and fishing permits can also be bought online for multiple 

people in a single transaction by selecting the "Additional Customer"option 
during the online permit purchase.  
 

am/fm - 7 Gubernatorial candidates so far 2/25  1511 mrj 
Missouri has seven candidates for governor as of today (Tuesday). 

Governor Parson filed for re-election on the Republican ticket while State 
Auditor Nicole Galloway filed on the Democratic side. 

http://mdc.gov/buypermits


Also on the Republican ticket are Raleigh Ritter of Seneca and James W. 
(Jim) Neely of Cameron. 

Other Democratic challengers include Antoin Johnson and Jimmie Matthews, 
both of St. Louis. 

Rik Combs of Lohman is running for the Libertarian Party. 
Today (Tuesday) is the first day of filing for the August 4th primary; filing 

ends on March 31. 
 

am/fm - New state committee on Coronavirus response 2/27  1345 mrj 

Missouri's Speaker of the House Elijah Haahr is announcing the creation of 
the Special Committee on Disease Control and Prevention today (Thursday). 

Haarh is naming Mizzou grad and Republican Representative Dr. Jon 
Patterson of Lee's Summit as Chairman of the Committee. 

The Committee will meet with Missouri Department of Health & Senior 
Services director Dr. Randall Williams on Monday afternoon at 1:30 in a 

public forum to discuss Missouri's response to the coronavirus. 
 

am/fm-MO House Passes Revamped Voter ID mp 5:09 am 3/3/20 

A revamped version of a Missouri voter photo id law that was gutted by the 

state Supreme Court is now passed by the Republican-led Missouri House. 
 House members voted 109-45 yesterday (Monday) to pass the measure, 

which would give voters just 2 options, instead of 3.  
The options are either show a photo id to cast a regular ballot or else cast a 

provisional ballot. 
 To cast provisional ballots, voters would need to sign sworn affidavits that 

include their birth dates, addresses and the last 4 digits of their Social 
Security numbers, and swear the information is correct.  

The measure will now move on to the state Senate.  
 

am/fm-Mo Vet Comm Restricts Access mp 5:10 am 3/9/20 

The Missouri Veteran's Commission is restricting access to their 7 veterans 
homes due to the states first confirmed case of COVID-19.  

The announcement was made yesterday (Sunday) less than 24 hours after a 

presumptive positive COVID-19 case. 
 The veteran's home in Mexico confirmed visitors are not allowed until 

further notice. 
 The commission has not announced when the restrictions might be lifted.  

The facility is asking loved ones to contact the local administrator at 573-
567-8256 to arrange alternate means of communication. 

 The 7 homes in Missouri are located in Cameron, Cape Girardeau, Mexico, 
Mount Vernon, St. James, St. Louis, and Warrensburg.  
 

am/fm-MO Sen Passes Ban Marij Candy mp 5:12 am 3/10/20 



A bill is now passed by Missouri senators that would ban marijuana-infused 
candy for medical use. 

 The measure was passed yesterday (Monday) that would ban candy, 
lollipops, cotton candy and fruit and animal shaped edibles in an attempt to 

ensure children don't accidentally eat the drug. 
 The bill also includes harsh penaltiies for people caught with lethal opoids 

that are commonly known as date-rape drugs. 
 Senators voted 28-1 to send the bill to the state House for consideration.  
 

am/fm - AG Schmitt sues Jim Bakker 3/10  1530 mrj 
Missouri Attorney General is suing Jim Bakker and Morningside Church 

Productions, Inc. 
The lawsuit stems from a Jim Bakker Show production that aired nationwide 

last month and featured claims by Bakker and a "naturopathic doctor", 
Sherill Sellman, that "Silver Solution" could cure the Coronavirus. 

The lawsuit filed this (Tuesday) morning requests a restraining order and 

permanent injunction ordering Bakker to stop selling Silver Solution as a 
treatment for coronavirus. 

The Food and Drug Administration says that currently, there are no products 
to treat or cure the coronavirus and that anyone who has bought "Silver 

Solution" from the Jim Bakker Show should know that it cannot cure or treat 
coronavirus. 
 

am/fm - Missouri gets grant money for coronavirus 3/11  1529 mrj 
Missouri is receiving nearly $10 million in grants from the U.S.  Department 

of Health and Human Services to fight COVID-19. 
The money is part of the $8.3 billion act that President Trump signed on 

Friday to allow state and local governments to prepare against coronavirus 
outbreaks. 

Additionally, the Missouri Department of Health and Human Services has 
launched a new hotline for people wanting additional information on COVID-

19. 

The hotline number is 1-877-435-8411 and is available 24-hours a day, 
seven days a week. 
 

am/fm - Governor Mike Parson declares state of emergency 3/13  1718 mrj 
Governor Mike Parson is declaring a state of emergency in Missouri with 

regard to the coronavirus and implementing the Missouri Emergency 
Operation Plan. 

In a press conference earlier this (Friday) evening, Governor Parson said 
that this frees up $7 million in funds that can be used to fight the pandemic. 

Parson also announced two more cases of presumptive positive tests in the 
state, since the press conference Parson, tweeted that one of the cases was 

in St. Louis County. 



The location of the 2nd case has not been released.  
Missouri has now tested 94 residents with 90 negative results. 

Additionally, Parson announced that the decision to close schools is up to 
local decision makers who know their area. 

Other announcements made in the press conference include the fact that 
temporary structures are available from the State Emergency Management 

Agency should the need arise and the fact that the Department of 
Corrections has stopped allowing visitors. 

Parson said, "We will continue to be proactive and continue to work with key 
personnel to update information." 

 

am/fm - Gov Parson closes casinos 3/17  1500 mrj 
Missouri gamblers will have to find alternatives through March 30th. 

Governor Mike Parson tweeted just after noon today (Tuesday) that he has 
ordered all 12 Missouri casinos to close at midnight tonight (Tuesday). 

In the tweet, Parson says the shutdown is to help prevent the spread of 

COVID-19. 
 

am/fm-April 7th Elections Postponed mp 10:32 am 3/18/20 

The April 7th Municipal Elections in Missouri are being postponed until June 
2nd in response to COVID-19. 

 Governor Mike Parson signed an Executive Order today.  
The Executive Order declares that ballots already printed for the April 7th 

election may be used at the postponed date of June 2nd.   
Voters who have attained the age of 18 by April 7th will be allowed to cast a 

ballot. 
 

fm-Cooper Co State of Emergency mp 5:16 am 3/20/20 

A state of emergency is being declared in Cooper County.   
Officials in the county made the announcement yesterday (Thursday).  

Even though the county does not have any confirmed cases of the 
coronavirus at the time of the declaration, the decision was made to allow 

for access to state and federal funding. 

The county is also asking anyone with business at the county courthouse or 
with other officials to try email or phone communication first before going in 

person.  
 

FM-Ashland Declares State Of Emergency mp 5:00 am 3/21/20 

The City of Ashland is declaring a state of emergency.  
 At a special Board of Alderman meeting yesterday at City Hall, an 

emergency declaration was approved related to the coronavirus.  
 As a result the following changes are being made the City Hall Lobby is 

closed to all visitors and customers. 



 Utility customers are encouraged to use the drop box to make payments, 
sign up for utilities and submit business license or building permit. 

 Water disconnects for non-payments are suspended until further notice and 
Meetings of the Board of Aldermen and all City Boards and Task Forces are 

suspended for 30 days.  
All Ashland residents are being encouraged to limit their public contact as 

much as possible. 
 

am/fm - Gov Parson issues Social Distancing order 3/22  0258 mrj 

Missourians are asked to avoid gatherings of more than 10 people in an 
order issued by Governor Parson yesterday afternoon. 

The order also keeps schools closed through April 6th. 
In the order, Parson asks that residents not dine-in at restaurants or other 

food or drink establishments but rather utilize drive-thru, carry-out or 
delivery options. 

The Order takes effect at 12:01 tomorrow (Monday) morning and is set to 

expire at 12:01 a.m. Monday April 6th unless it is extended. 
 

am/fm - Gov. Parson shuts Capitol & state bldg offices to public 3/23  1415 

mrj 
The Capitol and state office buildings are now closed to the public by 

Governor Mike Parson. 
The order takes effect tomorrow (Tuesday) and continues until Monday April 

6th. 
The order does not apply to prisons, veterans homes and other state-run 

facilities that are already operating with limited public access. 
Essential personnel will still be working to keep government operations 

running. 
 

fm-CoMo/Boone Co Stay At Home Order mp 10:49 am 3/24/20 

The City of Columbia and Boone County is issuing a stay-at-home order 
following a news conference this morning.  

The order goes into effect tomorrow and will last through April 24th. 

  The order requires residents to stay at home unless they are engaged in 
one of the essential activities including working in an essential business, 

obtaining supplies or necessary services, seeking medical care, caring for a 
family member or loved one, and exercising and maintaining personal 

health.   
 

am/fm-City of Fulton Appr Emer Actions mp 5:04 am 3/25/20 

Emergency actions are now approved by the Fulton City Council after a 
meeting last (Tuesday) night. 

 The approved measures give the mayor powers to do things like imposing a 
curfew, shutting down businesses and halting city utility payments. 



 The measures passed by the City Council with a vote of 7-1. 
 As of last (Tuesday) night the mayor had not taken any action. All 10 

known cases of the virus in Callaway County have come from William Woods 
University.  
 

am/fm - Gov Parson requests disaster declaration from White House 
3/25  1304 mrj 

Governor Mike Parson is requesting President Trump approve a Major 
Disaster Declaration for the state of Missouri. 

Parson is specifically asking for help in two areas:  disaster unemployment 
assistance and crisis counseling due to the anticipated need for mental 

health services due to business closures. 
 

am/fm-Trump Approves Mo Maj Dis Decl. mp 5:08 am 3/27/20 

Governor Mike Parson's request for a federal major disaster declaration for 
the state of Missouri is now approved.  

President Trump gave approval yesterday (Thursday) to Parson's request 

that the Federal Emergency Management Agency's Assistance Program be 
utilized to reimburse eligible expenditures made by local governments, 

nonprofit organizations, and the state of emergency protective measures by 
first responders and others responding to the coronavirus.  
 

am/fm-Parson Mobilizing Mo Nat Guard mp 10:25 am 3/27/20 

An executive order is now signed by Governor Mike Parson to begin 

mobilizing the Missouri National Guard to assist in the state's COVID-19 
response efforts. 

 On March 13th, Governor Parson declared a state of emergency in Missouri 
and directed the Missouri State Emergency Operations Plan to be activated.  
 

am/fm-Gov Daily COVID Update mp 5:03 am 3/31/20  
Missouri Governor Mike Parson is saying that it could be sixty to ninety days 

before the state is past the worst of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 Parson made the remarks at his daily press briefing yesterday (Monday) 

afternoon. 
 Parson says he hopes to get new data and statistics on the virus by mid-

April.  

 A waiver is also being granted by the governor that will allow doctors 
licenses in another state to provide in-person and telehealth care. 

Nurses are not included in the waiver.  
Missouri is part of the Nurse Licensure Compacy, which allows nurses with a 

multi-state license to provide care across state lines.  
 

 



FM Education JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH 2020 

1/10/20 Centralia Schools Take Part In Active Shooter Training  

1/13/20 Open House At New Jefferson City High School  
1/14/20 Adult High School Open in Columbia  

1/14/20 Missouri Military Academy Names New Vice President  
1/17/20 Missouri Military Academy Academic Bootcamp  

1/18/20 New Bloomfield Schools Approve Four Day Week  
1/23/20 New Attendance App At MU  

1/28/20 Governor Parson Appoints New MO Board Of Education Member  
1/29/20 MU Freezes Sponsored Travel To China  

1/29/20 Stephens College Offering New Nursing Program  
2/1/20 Westminster College Receives Four Million Dollar Gift  

2/6/20 North Callaway School District Announces New Superintendent  
2/7/20 Fulton Schools Bond Issue Forums  

2/10/20 JC Schools Chief Of Learning Retiring  

2/15/20 Mexico School District Hires New Superintendent  
2/24/20 William Woods University With Special Guest Speaker For Black 

History Month  
2/27/20 Hallsville New Primary School Principal  

3/2/20 Marshall High School Closed For Bed Bugs  
3/3/20 MU Cancels Study Trips To Italy  

3/3/20 Area Schools Prep For Corona Virus  
3/4/20 New Superintendent For Diocese Of Jefferson City Schools  

3/5/20 Jefferson City Public Schools Ordered To Rehire Fired Administrator  
3/11/20 Colleges Going To Online Classes Due To Coronavirus  

3/12/20 Stephens College Moving To Online Classes  
3/13/20 Columbia Public Schools COVID-19 Release  

3/13/20 New Principal At Gentry Middle School In Columbia  
3/15/20 Missouri Military Campus Closes Campus And Cancels Spring Family 

Weekend  

3/16/20 Marshall School Closure  
3/16/20 Harrisburg Public Schools Closing  

3/16/20 School Closings Due To COVID-19 

3/18/20 Montgomery County School Closing  

3/19/20 Wright City And Warrenton Schools Closing For Rest Of Year  
3/20/20 MU Campuses Shutting Down  

3/20/20 William Woods University Student Tests Positive For COVID-19 

3/25/20 Ten William Woods University Students Testing Positive For COVID-

19 

3/25/20 Lincoln University Closing  

3/25/20 Mexico Schools Hire New Assistant Superintendent  
3/25/20 Mexico Schools Looking At Future Plans During Closure  

3/26/20 South Callaway Early Childhood Learning Building Possible COVID-
19 Exposure 



3/26/20 MU Names Interim Chancellor  
 

 

fm-First Birth of 2020 Mu Wom Child Hosp mp 5:38 am 1/2/20 

The first baby of 2020 at MU Women's and Children's Hospital in Columbia 
was born New Year's Day at 12:34 am. 

 Alexis and Spencer Rowe of Columbia are the proud parents of Layla. 
 It is their first child and they named her after the Eric Clapton song.  
 

am/fm-Top Baby Names For 2019 mp 9:36 am 1/3/19 

There were 2,568 live births at the Women's and Children's Hospital in 

2019.  
That's 56 more than last year and a new record for the hospital.  

The top baby names for 2019 at MU Health Care's Women's and Children's 
Hospital in Columbia are being released. 

 For boys Henry was the number one choice, followed by Oliver, then 
William, Elijah, and Mason rounding out the list. 

 For girls Olivia was the top pick. 

 Coming in 2nd was Charlotte, 3rd Sophia, 4th Emma, and Ava and Caroline 
were a tie at 5th. 
 

am/fm-Centralia ALICE Training mp 10:44 am 1/10/20 

A realistic active shooter training recently took place in the Centralia School 

District.  
 Centralia Police Officer David Davenport says during the training all involved 

had to make quick decisions. 
n-1-10-20-1 

About 80 people took part in the training.  
 

FM-New JC High School Open House mp 5:06 am 1/13/20 

Renovations to the Jefferson City High School and the newly constructed 
Capital City High School on display to the public yesterday afternoon. 

 School district leaders and students showed off renovated classrooms, a 
new cafeteria, and gym at the Jefferson City High School. 

 The public was also able to get a look at the new Capital City High School, 
where only freshmen and sophomores attend this year. 

 A new freshman class will join during the next 2 falls, and the first 

graduating class will be in May 2022.  
The total cost for building the new school and renovating the current high 

school is 130 million dollars.    
 

FM-Adult High School Opens In CoMo mp 5:07 am 1/14/20 

An adult high school in Columbia now has its doors open. 
 The Columbia Excel Center began operations yesterday morning.  



The Excel centers are tuition-free high schools that help adults get their high 
school diplomas.  

The center has around 200 students and is located in the old Columbia Daily 
Tribune building.  
 

am/fm-MMA Names New Vice President mp 5:19 am 1/14/20 

A new vice president is being announced at the Missouri Military Academy in 

Mexico.  
 Bob Belknap was selected after a national search that generated more than 

70 applicants.  
 His appointment will begin on January 20th. 

  Belknap comes to MMA from the American Printing House for the Blind in 
Louisville, Kentucky, where he worked as vice president of development for 

the past 7 years.  
 

am/fm-MMA ACT Boot Camp mp 9:55 am 1/17/20 

Area High School students are being invited to an ACT Boot Camp at the 

Missouri Military Academy in Mexico next week.  
Mike Harding, academic dean, at the MMA says students who work hard and 

participate in the boot camp should see their test scores increase from 3 to 7 
points.  

n-1-17-20-1 

The MMA is partnering with Tutors Across America for the event.  

For more information you can log onto missourimilitaryacademy.org. 
 

fm-New Bloomfield Approves 4 Day Week mp 5:12 am 1/18/20 

The New Bloomfield R-III School District will be going to a 4 day week for 
the 2020-2021 school year. 

 The school board passed a 4-3 cote during their board meeting this week.  
The school week will run Tuesday through Friday. 
 

am/fm-New Attendance App At MU mp 5:02 am 1/23/20 

The University of Missouri is expanding the use of an attendance app beyond 

the athletic department.  
The name of the app is spotter, which was developed by MU basketball 

coach Rick Carter as a way to ensure his athletes were attending their 

classes.  
It works through Bluetooth, where Spotter class members upload the 

student's class schedule, and then activate during the time the student 
should be in class. 

 The Bluetooth then connects with a beacon in the classroom to broadcast 
the student's attendance, and the app notifies students if they are not 

connecting to a beacon during their scheduled class time.  

http://missourimilitaryacademy.org/


New university students are being added to the program, with about 15 
volunteering their classes to test the system.  
 

am/fm-Gov App New MO Board Of Ed Member mp 5:07 am 1/28/20 

A new State Board of Education appointee is now made by Governor Mike 

Parson. 
  The governor picked Edward Jones Investments division leader Pamela 

Westbrooks-Hodge. 
She will replace longtime board member Mike Jones.  

Her appointment is subject to confirmation by the state Senate.  
 

am/fm-MU Freezes Sponsored Trav To China mp 5:07 am 1/29/20 

The University of Missouri is freezing all university sponsored travel to China 
amidst the coronavirus outbreak.  

Yesterday an email was sent campus-wide stating the university policy bans 
student travel to countries under a Centers for Disease Control Level 3 travel 

health notice, which is the highest warning level from the CDC.   

Yesterday afternoon officials reported a possible case of the coronavirus in 
Lawrence, Kansas. 

 Health officials say that one person would probably infect about 2 to 3 other 
people. and symptoms include fever, cough and difficulty breathing. 

 There are currently no identified cases in Missouri.  
Officials are meeting daily to monitor national and global cases of the virus 

and are communicating regularly with local health departments, hospitals, 
major airports and universities across the state.  
 

am/fm - Stephens College offers new nursing program 1/29  1526 mrj 
The oldest higher education institute in Columbia is joining forces with Boone 

Hospital Center to offer a new Bachelor of Science in Nursing program. 
The announcement was made today (Wednesday) by Stephens College. 

The new 3-year accelerated program will join their successful Master of 
Physician Assistant Studies program that has graduated two classes so far. 

Boone Hospital Center nurses will provide instruction along with Stephens 

College nursing faculty and will also have classrooms and a simulation lab 
on-site. 

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the need for RNs is projected to 
be more than two hundred three thousand each year through 2026. 

Stephens College was founded in 1833 as the Columbia Female Academy. 
 

am/fm-Westminster Col. 4.4 Mill Gift mp 5:16 am 2/1/20 

The West Minster College in Fulton is receiving a multi-million dollar 
donation to help enhance education and experiences for students. 

 The bequest was from the estate of Charles Scott Griesa, a Westminster 
College almunus who died in 2006.  



The bequest will benefit Westminster Futures, a strategic plan focused on 
the future of the school.  
 

AM/FM-North Call. New Super mp 7:18 am 2/6/20 

North Callaway School District is announcing the hiring of a new 

superintendent.  
Nicole Kemp will take over the position starting July 1st. 

 She currently serves as interim superintendent for the North Callaway R-1 
School District and has 24 years of experience in education.  
 

am/fm-Fulton Schools Bond Issue Forums mp 5:17 am 2/7/20 

The Fulton Public Schools will hold the first of a series of open forums 

tonight to discuss an April bond issue. 
 The meetings are aimed at informing the community on the 27.5 million 

dollar bond issue to expand the district including 12 new kindergarten 
classrooms in a new facility next to the Fulton Early Childhood Center, a new 

middle school wing that would hold 8 new classrooms, and a new gym at the 

high school. 
 The meeting tonight will take place at the Fulton Middle School at 6pm. 

 Voters will decide on the bond issue in the general municipal election on 
April 7th.  
 

fm-JC Schools Chief Of Learning Retiring mp 5:16 am 2/10/20 

The Jefferson City Schools' Chief of Learning is set to retire. 

 The school district says  Dr. Brian Shindorf is planning to retire after serving 
with the district since 2016. 

  A Jefferson City Schools spokesperson says additional details about the 
retirement will be released this week.  
 

am/fm-Mexico Hires New Superintendent mp 5:02 am 2/15/20 

A new superintendent is being announced for the Mexico School District.  

The Board of Education announced yesterday (Friday) Dr. Tammy Lupardus 
will officially begin her duties serving over 2,500 students and 365 staff 

members on July 1st. 
 Dr. Lupardus is currently the Superintendent of the Charleston R-1 School 

District, where she has held the top seat since 2016. Dr. Lupardus will take 

over for Dr. Zach Templeton, who announced his retirement in November 
and has led the Mexico 59 School District for 8 years.  
 

am/fm-WWU Guest Speaker mp 5:26 am 2/24/20  
The William Woods University in Fulton will have a guest speaker tonight 

(Monday) to share the history of segregated professional baseball and the 
connection between sports, race and diversity as part of Black History 

Month. 



 Bob Kendrick, the president of the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum in 
Kansas City, will appear at Cutlip Auditorium at 6:30 tonight (Monday) as 

part of the William Woods President's Concert and Lecture series. 
 The event is free and open to the public and is one of several events the 

university has planned for Black History Month.  
 

am/fm-Hallsville New Prim Sch. Principal mp 5:13 am 2/27/20 

A new principal is now named to the Hallsville Primary School.  
 It was announced yesterday (Wednesday) that Chelsea Jackson will serve in 

that role starting in July. 
 Jackson will be taking over for Karen Jimerson who is retiring at the end of 

the current school year. 
 Jackson has served as the Hallsville Elementary assistant principal since 

2018.  
 

fm-Marshall HS Closed Today Bed Bugs mp 5:10 am 3/2/20 

The Marshall High School is closed today (Monday) due to bed bugs. 

  According to school officials the decision was made on Saturday to close 
the school today for the cleaning and treatment of bed bugs.  

The Center for Disease Control reports bed bugs are small, flat insects that 
feed on the blood of people and animals while they sleep, and are reddish-

brown and about the size of Lincoln's head on a penny.  
 

am/fm-MU Cancels Study Trips To Italy mp 5:05 am 3/3/20 

The University of Missouri in Columbia is announcing they are canceling all 
spring and summer study abroad trips to Italy due to rising coronavirus 

cases in the country. 
  The CDC has upgraded Italy to a level 3 travel alert, recommending that 

people avoid all nonessential travel to the country. 
 According to an MU spokesperson the university they are actively working 

with students on a case-by-case basis who are currently in Italy to figure out 
the best course of action going forward.  
 

am/fm-Area Schools Prep. Coronavirus mp 11:19 am 3/3/20 

Public schools are trying to get prepared for potential cases of the 

coronavirus. 

 Mexico Public Schools Information Director Marci Minor says a letter was 
sent out parents in the district last week.  

In addition Minor she is working with other school districts to monitor the 
situation.  

n-3-3-20-1 

To prevent the spread of the coronavirus is recommended to wash your 

hands frequently with warm water and soap and to also use hand sanitizer.  
 



fm-New Super For Diocese JC Catholic Sch mp 5:21 am 3/4/20 

A new superintendent for the Diocese of Jefferson City's Catholic school 

system is being announced. 
 Yesterday Bishop W. Shawn McKnight named Dr. Erin Vader to serve the 

new position beginning May 1st.  
Vader is currently the coordinator for schools advancement for the Diocese 

of Fort Worth, Texas.  
The Diocese of Jefferson City includes 3 high schools and 37 elementary 

schools and has a total enrollment of around seven thousand students.  
 

FM-JCPS Ordered To Rehire Fired Admin. mp 5:03 am 3/5/20 

A judge is reordering the Jefferson City Public Schools to rehire a school 
administrator who was fired after an alleged data breach last July.  

 Tammy Ferry, an instructional technology coordinator, had her contract 
terminated last summer after school board members decided she willfully 

violated the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act after she transferred 

student information to her personal account. 
 A ruling by Judge Jon Beetem earlier this week said the board did not have 

cause to fire Ferry since she did not disclose the personal information to a 
third party.  
 

Colleges To Go To Online Classes Corona mp 5:20 am 3/11/20 

Several universities around mid-Missouri are getting ready to move to 

online-only classes if the corona virus outbreak gets worse. 
  According to a University of Missouri spokesperson they are preparing for 

the absolute worst but are hoping for the best.  
Columbia College has already made the move at its Washington location 

however continues to hold in-person classes at all other locations across the 
country.  

William Woods University reports they are continuing to closely monitor the 
public health situation related to the virus and any potential impact it could 

have on students, faculty and staff, and do not currently have plans to move 

all classes online.  
As of now there have been no confirmed cases of COVID-19 at any Mid-

Missouri Universities.  
 

am/fm - Stephens College moves to online classes 3/12  1524 mrj 

Another mid-Missouri is switching to online classes amid growing COVID-19 
concerns. 

Stephens College in Columbia joins Mizzou in moving away from classroom 
delivery in favor of online courses in the short-term. 

The college will suspend classes on Monday & Tuesday to allow students and 
faculty to adjust, and online delivery will begin Wednesday, March 18. 



Classes will be out for spring break starting next Friday with a return on 
March 30, but time will be extended for online delivery until April 10. 

Other higher education institutions moving to online classes include Hannibal 
- LaGrange University and Truman State. 
 

fm - Columbia schools COVID-19 release 3/13  1502 mrj 
Columbia Public Schools is actively working on plans related to COVID-19. 

In a message sent to families today (Friday), Columbia Public Schools is 
planning on being in session on Monday and will update families again on 

Monday. 
There are no confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Boone County. 

District operations and academic department directors are meeting to 
discuss facility and academic plans should a closure be necessary. 
 

fm - Gentry Middle School new principal 3/13  1527 mrj 
The assistant principal at Battle High School in Columbia is being 

recommended to the Columbia Board of Education for the top spot at Gentry 

Middle School. 
Josh Johnson will replace Principal Fairouz Bishara who has accepted a 

position in an out-of-state school district for next year. 
Johnson previously taught at Oakland Junior High for 16 years. 
 

am/fm - MMA closes campus & cancels Spring Family Weekend 3/15  0112 
mrj 

Missouri Military Academy in Mexico is maintaining a "contained campus" 
through April 3rd in an effort to slow the spread of COVID-19 across the 

state. 
Cadets will not be allowed off campus for general leave or to attend local 

church services and the campus will be closed to visitors unless essential to 
Academy business. 

Additionally, no fast food deliveries will be made to campus and all 
Academy-related international and domestic travel is suspended. 

The Spring Family Weekend and Maroon and Gold Gala scheduled for March 

27-29 have also been canceled. 
 

fm-Harrisburg Pub Sch Closed March 30th mp 5:11 am 3/16/20 

The Harrisburg Public Schools are now canceled through March 30th. 
 In a statement from superintendent Steve Combs the students were sent 

home with assignments on Friday, and work will be due as soon as school is 
back in session.  

Starting today, grab and go meals will be available for all students. 
 Food will be delivered to students' doorsteps between 11 am and 12:30, 

and students on free and reduced programs do not need to sign up for meal 
deliveries. 



 Special education arrangements will be offered on a case by case basis.  
 

am/fm - schools closing for COVID-19 3/16  1603 mrj 

A number of Missouri schools are closing in an effort to halt or slow the 
spread of COVID-19. 

The Mexico School District will close this Friday, March 20th and be back in 
session after April 14th.  

Mexico Public Information Director, Marci Minor says the decision was made 
this morning. 

n-3-17-20-1 

The Moberly Public Schools will be out tomorrow (Wednesday) March 18th 

and will be out through April 3rd. 
Centralia Public Schools will suspend classes starting tomorrow (Wednesday) 

until April 3rd. 
Columbia Public Schools will close Wednesday and will resume classes on 

April 13, Jefferson City Public Schools will also close Wednesday and will 

tentatively resume on April 6. 
All Pike County schools are closed now and will tentatively start back on April 

6. 
Hannibal Public Schools will close today (Tuesday) and will be out of session 

until at least April 6. 
The Sturgeon R-V School District will have a half day today (Tuesday) and 

will dismiss at 12:30 and will remain closed until April 3rd. 
The Fulton Public Schools will close starting tomorrow (Wednesday) and 

classes will resume on April 6th. 
Sports practices and events are also canceled while school is out. 

William Woods University is canceling spring commencement ceremonies, 
originally scheduled for Saturday, April 25th and an alternate way of 

honoring seniors is being planned. 
 

fm-Montgomery CO. School Closing mp 9:48 am 3/18/20 

The Montgomery County R-II School District will be closing all facilities, 

grounds and buildings effective tomorrow (Thursday) until further notice. 
 The school says it will be re-evaluating the ongoing situation with 

Montgomery County Health Department and provide advance notice of when 
school will resume for students.  
 

fm-Wright City And Warrenton Sch Closing mp 6:33 am 3/19/20 

Wright City R-II and Warren County R-III schools will close for the rest of 

the school year.  
 Each district with a special board meeting last (Wednesday) night and both 

decided in unanimous votes in favor of the closure due to the 
recommendation of the Warren County Health Department to close for 8 

weeks.  



Staff in Wright City will be working to educate students through a virtual 
setup using Chromebooks and other technology.  

 Warrenton plans to have a non-mandatory curriculum, instead having 
teachers send home learning opportunities that are optional.  

Wright City will use its bus service and routes to deliver both breakfast and 
lunch to every student enrolled.  

Warrenton will provide meal pickup drive-thru behind the Daniel Boone 
cafeteria.   

Wright City plans to host graduation for the Class of 2020 on May 30th. 
 Warrenton is still considering dates and arrangements for graduation.  
 

am/fm-MU Campuses Shutting Down mp 5:10 am 3/20/20 

The University of Missouri will be closing all 4 campuses starting Monday. 

  No one will be physically working on campus unless directed otherwise 
according to UM System President Mun Choi.  

 The shutdown will continue through April 12th in order to help contain the 

spread of the coronavirus.  
 Staff and faculty will either work remotely if they can or, if that is not 

possible, they will be paid through enhanced leave measures that are being 
put into place.  

The new directive does not apply to MU Health Care or the MU School of 
Medicine.  

No announcement has been made as to when commencement ceremonies 
will be held.  
 

am/fm-WWU Student Tests Positive COVID mp 10:24 am 3/20/20 

A student at William Woods University in Fulton is testing positive for 

COVID-19.  
 According to emails sent to the Williams Woods University Community the 

campus is closing effective today (Friday), after a student tested positive at 
a drive-through testing station set up by MU Health Care.  

 The results became known to the university administration last (Thursday) 

night. 
 The student is described as an undergraduate commuter.  

 The campus is asking students to leave campus and employees are not to 
report to work today unless specifically contacted by their supervisors.  

 The university says it is working in conjunction with the Callaway County 
Health Department on campus at this time.  
 

am/fm10 WWU Students Have COVID mp 4:59 am 3/25/20 

The number of William Woods University students in Fulton testing positive 

for COVID-19 now stands at 10. 
 In a news release yesterday (Tuesday) William Woods University President 

Jahnae Barnett said the information is sobering, however they were not 



surprised in seeing a modest increase in the number of positive cases due to 
increased testing and screening, mirroring what is happening across the 

nation.  
The university's 1st student to test positive was on March 20th.  
 

fm-Lincoln U. Closing Campus mp 5:10 am 3/25/20 

Lincoln University has closed it's campus as of yesterday (Tuesday) and will 

remain closed through Sunday, April 12th due to concerns over the 
coronavirus. 

  Classes will continue remotely online. Essential residential life, facilities, 
Inman E. Page Library, and the Lincoln University Police Department will 

continue operations as normal on campus during the closure.  
 Other departments will work remotely.  
 

am/fm-Mex Schools New Asst Super mp 5:14 am 3/25/20 

The Mexico School District is announcing the hiring of a new assistant 

superintendent. 

 Melissa Chastain will take over the role on July 1st and is succeeding Dr. 
Larry Nelson, who will begin work with the Columbia Public Schools. 

 Chastain is currently the Principal for Hawthorne Elementary School in 
Mexico where she has served for 5 years.  
 

am-Mex Schools Planning During Closure mp 10:32 am 3/25/20 

The Mexico Public School District is looking options available if they are 

unable to return to school on April 14th.   
Superintendent Dr. Zach Templeton says they are talking about what they 

will do if the schools do not open back up on April 14th. 
n-3-25-20-1 

Dr. Templeton says that he and Mexico High School Principal Brad Ellebracht 
are also having discussions about graduation that is set to take place in 

May.  
 

fm-South Callaway COVID Exposure mp 5:09 am 3/26/20 

A William Woods University student that has tested positive for COVID-19 
was at the South Callaway Early Childhood building before testing positive.  

According to a news release from the South Callaway R-II School District the 

student was completing an observation assignment on Tuesday, March 17th, 
then tested positive for COVID-19 on Monday, March 23rd.  

 According to the release, the original date of exposure for the student is 
unknown.  

Currently, no South Callaway students or staff have any symptoms or have 
tested positive. 

 The school district closed its campus to students on Tuesday, March 17th.  
 



am/fm - MU names interim chancellor 3/26  1326 mrj 
The University of Missouri Board of Curators is appointing an interim 

chancellor following Alexander Cartwright's resignation. 
University system president Mun Choi has been appointed to the position for 

now. 
The decision by the Board was unanimous yesterday (Wednesday) and 

Choi's current salary will remain the same. 
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fm-First Birth of 2020 Mu Wom Child Hosp mp 5:38 am 1/2/20 



The first baby of 2020 at MU Women's and Children's Hospital in Columbia was born New 

Year's Day at 12:34 am. 

 Alexis and Spencer Rowe of Columbia are the proud parents of Layla. 

 It is their first child and they named her after the Eric Clapton song.  

 

am/fm-Top Baby Names For 2019 mp 9:36 am 1/3/19 

There were 2,568 live births at the Women's and Children's Hospital in 2019.  

That's 56 more than last year and a new record for the hospital.  

The top baby names for 2019 at MU Health Care's Women's and Children's Hospital in 

Columbia are being released. 

 For boys Henry was the number one choice, followed by Oliver, then William, Elijah, and 

Mason rounding out the list. 

 For girls Olivia was the top pick. 

 Coming in 2nd was Charlotte, 3rd Sophia, 4th Emma, and Ava and Caroline were a tie at 

5th. 

 

fm-Boone Hosp. Names Transition Exec mp 5:28 am 1/6/20 

A Transition Executive for Boone Hospital Center is being announced today by the hospital's 

board of trustees. 

 Gene Meyer will serve in the new role as Boone Hospital transitions to an independent 

community hospital.  

The Boone Hospital Center lease with BJC HealthCare ends on December 31st this year.  

Meyer will work closely with Boone Hospital leadership, who remain accountable for day-to-

day operational activities of the hospital.  

 

am/fm-Publ.Forum On Med. Mar. Vape Prod. mp 5:17 am 1/9/20 

A public forum on medical marijuana vaping products will be taking place at the Governor 

Office Building in Jefferson City tonight from 5:30 until 7.  

The Department of Health and Senior Services will host the the forum in order to receive 

input on how the Medical Marijuana Program should regulate medical marijuana vaping 

products.  

 

am/fm - Elks free dental care 1/10  1414 mrj 

Residents in Audrain, Boone, Callaway, Cooper, Howard, or Moniteau county in need of 

dental care might have another option. 

The Elks Mobile Dental Unit is set up at the Columbia Elks Lodge through January 30th. 

Residents in these counties that are developmentally disabled or in extreme financial 

distress may qualify for the free services offered. 

You can contact 816-404-2904 with any questions. 

The Elks Mobile Dental Unit is in it's 58th year of serving the dental needs of residents. 

 

am/fm-Wide Spread Flu In MO mp 5:27 am 1/13/20 

Missouri is being classified as one of 46 states where the flu is considered wide-spread.  

 According to the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, eleven thousand, one 

hundred and seventy one cases of the flu have been reported so far during the 2019-2020 

season. 

61 news cases were reported in Cole County from the week of December 29th through 

January 4th.  

The flu season starts in early October and generally peaks from around December to 

February.  

 

fm - Pinnacle Hospital closing 1/15  1518 mrj 



In an update to a story we had earlier today, Pinnacle Regional Hospital in Boonville is 

closing its doors. 

Previously, they were unable to meet payroll today and were hoping to have checks to 

employees on Friday. 

In a Facebook post today, Pinnacle states that they have "elected to voluntarily close 

Pinnacle Regional Hospital in Boonville." 

The reason given was that the economic hardship of bringing the facility into compliance 

with Missouri Department of Health and Senior Service guidelines. 

The closure also includes the Rural Health Clinic and Outpatient Therapy Clinic. 

The hospital will close at 7:00 tonight (Wednesday), however, staff will be in the Emergency 

Department through January 29th to assist with walk-in patients. 

 

FM-Boone Hosp. Center Job Fair mp 5:01 am 1/18/20 

Boone Hospital Center will hold a job fair for former employees of the Pinnacle Hospital on 

Tuesday. 

 The Pinnacle Hospital in Boonville closed their doors on Wednesday. 

  Boone Hospital will hold it's job fair in the lobby of the Pinnacle Hospital from 10am until 

2pm on Tuesday.  

 MU Health Care will also host a job fair for the Pinnacle employees on Tuesday from 10 

until 4.  

 

am/fm-Health Dep Appr. Med Mar. Fac. mp 11:28 am 1/23/20 

The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services is set to post the 192 facilities 

approved to dispense medical marijuana.  

The department said this morning 24 dispensary facilities will be licensed per congressional 

district, there are 8 in Missouri. 

 The department stated it anticipates having all approval and denial notifications issued by 

the end of day. 

 

am/fm - Coronavirus info from Mo Dept of Health 1/29  1535 mrj 

The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services is warning Missourians about the 

newest strain of the coronavirus. 

The new strain was first noticed in December and has the potential to cause severe illness 

and pneumonia in some people. 

The first case in the United States was in Washington state on January 21st. 

As of Monday, there are 5 confirmed cases in the U.S., but none in Missouri. 

The symptoms of coronavirus are a runny nose, headache, cough, sore throat, fever, and a 

general feeling of being unwell. 

It can be spread by coughing or sneezing, touching or shaking hands, or by touching an 

affected surface and then touching your mouth, nose or eyes before washing your hands. 

To prevent getting the coronavirus, make sure you wash your hands frequently with soap 

and water, avoid touching your mouth, nose or eyes with unwashed hands, avoid people 

that are sick, and cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or sleeve when coughing or 

sneezing. 

Additionally, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends staying home if 

you are sick to avoid contact with others. 

 

am/fm - Stephens College offers new nursing program 1/29  1526 mrj  

The oldest higher education institute in Columbia is joining forces with Boone Hospital 

Center to offer a new Bachelor of Science in Nursing program. 

The announcement was made today (Wednesday) by Stephens College. 

The new 3-year accelerated program will join their successful Master of Physician Assistant 

Studies program that has graduated two classes so far. 



Boone Hospital Center nurses will provide instruction along with Stephens College nursing 

faculty and will also have classrooms and a simulation lab on-site. 

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the need for RNs is projected to be more than 

two hundred three thousand each year through 2026. 

Stephens College was founded in 1833 as the Columbia Female Academy. 

 

am/fm - BBB warns of coronavirus scams 2/2  0248 mrj  

The Better Business Bureau is warning of potential coronavirus scams. 

The BBB warns of phishing emails that are often a precursor to identity theft as they often 

ask for personal information or money from the recipient. 

During the 2009 swine flu epidemic, more than 2% of all spam emails sent immediately 

following the outbreak were messages promoting virus treatments and prevention or 

advertising websites offering questionable products. 

The Bureau advises to avoid opening emails from an unknown source, disregard online 

offers for vaccinations against coronavirus because none exist, and make sure your 

computer's anti-virus and anti-malware programs are up-to-date. 

 

am/fm - Hannibal Clinic officially opens in Mexico 2/12  1506 mrj 

The Hannibal Clinic in Mexico is "officially" open following a ribbon cutting this afternoon by 

the Mexico Area Chamber of Commerce. 

Robin Allen, a Family Nurse Practitioner with the clinic, says they offer a number of services. 

N-2-12-20-1 

The clinic is located at 1000 Webster Street in Mexico and is open Monday through Friday 

from 7:30 a.m. to noon and from 1:00 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. 

 

fm - Boonville hospital may re-open 2/13  1506 mrj 

Pinnacle Regional Hospital in Boonville may re-open their doors. 

Overland Park, Kansas-based Pinnacle Healthcare System and its hospitals in Missouri and 

Kansas filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy yesterday. 

The filing comes after the hospital, formerly Cooper County Memorial Hospital, abruptly shut 

down last month. 

Owner of Pinnacle, Douglas Palzer, says during the bankruptcy process, the hospitals could 

resume service and close unprofitable units. 

Assets and liabilities for the company are in the ten to fifty million dollar range according to 

a report from Becker's Hospital Review. 

 

am/fm-Local Health Care Prep For Corona mp 5:20 am 2/18/20 

Health care agencies are getting ready for potential coronavirus cases reaching the area. 

According to a report from KRCG 13 in Callaway County the EMS has been meeting with 

county officials and their dispatch center is screening calls, looking for people calling about 

coronavirus symptoms.  

They have protective equipment and will give the suspected person with coronavirus a mask 

to prevent the disease from spreading. 

 Other agencies say they are monitoring the global situation with coronavirus and is working 

closely with government and health agencies to determine if any actions are needed.  

Symptoms of the Coronavirus include a fever, cough and shortness of breath.  

 

am/fm-50 In MO Evaluated For Corona Vir. mp 5:27 am 2/26/20 

The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services is reporting around fifty people have 

been evaluated in Missouri for the coronavirus, however no one in the state is currently 

being monitored. 



 According to a report from KRCG News the Department of Health and Senior Services 

Director, said only a portion of those individuals were qualified to get tested for the virus, 

and all tests came back negative. 

 The State Health Department has been working daily with the Centers For Disease Control 

in addition to local state agencies to discuss the virus, as well a prepare plans if an outbreak 

were to occur.  

Anyone with questions or concerns is asked to reach out to their local health department or 

look at the CDC website. 

 

am/fm - New state committee on Coronavirus response 2/27  1345 mrj  

Missouri's Speaker of the House Elijah Haahr is announcing the creation of the Special 

Committee on Disease Control and Prevention today (Thursday). 

Haarh is naming Mizzou grad and Republican Representative Dr. Jon Patterson of Lee's 

Summit as Chairman of the Committee. 

The Committee will meet with Missouri Department of Health & Senior Services director Dr. 

Randall Williams on Monday afternoon at 1:30 in a public forum to discuss Missouri's 

response to the coronavirus. 

 

fm-Marshall HS Closed Today Bed Bugs mp 5:10 am 3/2/20 

The Marshall High School is closed today (Monday) due to bed bugs. 

  According to school officials the decision was made on Saturday to close the school today 

for the cleaning and treatment of bed bugs.  

The Center for Disease Control reports bed bugs are small, flat insects that feed on the 

blood of people and animals while they sleep, and are reddish-brown and about the size of 

Lincoln's head on a penny.  

 

am/fm-MU Cancels Study Trips To Italy mp 5:05 am 3/3/20 

The University of Missouri in Columbia is announcing they are canceling all spring and 

summer study abroad trips to Italy due to rising coronavirus cases in the country. 

  The CDC has upgraded Italy to a level 3 travel alert, recommending that people avoid all 

nonessential travel to the country. 

 According to an MU spokesperson the university they are actively working with students on 

a case-by-case basis who are currently in Italy to figure out the best course of action going 

forward.  

 

am/fm-Area Schools Prep. Coronavirus mp 11:19 am 3/3/20 

Public schools are trying to get prepared for potential cases of the coronavirus. 

 Mexico Public Schools Information Director Marci Minor says a letter was sent out parents 

in the district last week.  

In addition Minor she is working with other school districts to monitor the situation.  

n-3-3-20-1 

To prevent the spread of the coronavirus is recommended to wash your hands frequently 

with warm water and soap and to also use hand sanitizer.  

 

fm-New Super For Diocese JC Catholic Sch mp 5:21 am 3/4/20 

A new superintendent for the Diocese of Jefferson City's Catholic school system is being 

announced. 

 Yesterday Bishop W. Shawn McKnight named Dr. Erin Vader to serve the new position 

beginning May 1st.  

Vader is currently the coordinator for schools advancement for the Diocese of Fort Worth, 

Texas.  

The Diocese of Jefferson City includes 3 high schools and 37 elementary schools and has a 

total enrollment of around seven thousand students.  



 

FM-JCPS Ordered To Rehire Fired Admin. mp 5:03 am 3/5/20 

A judge is reordering the Jefferson City Public Schools to rehire a school administrator who 

was fired after an alleged data breach last July.  

 Tammy Ferry, an instructional technology coordinator, had her contract terminated last 

summer after school board members decided she willfully violated the Family Educational 

Rights and Privacy Act after she transferred student information to her personal account. 

 A ruling by Judge Jon Beetem earlier this week said the board did not have cause to fire 

Ferry since she did not disclose the personal information to a third party.  

 

am/fm-Mo Vet Comm Restricts Access mp 5:10 am 3/9/20 

The Missouri Veteran's Commission is restricting access to their 7 veterans homes due to 

the states first confirmed case of COVID-19.  

The announcement was made yesterday (Sunday) less than 24 hours after a presumptive 

positive COVID-19 case. 

 The veteran's home in Mexico confirmed visitors are not allowed until further notice. 

 The commission has not announced when the restrictions might be lifted.  

The facility is asking loved ones to contact the local administrator at 573-567-8256 to 

arrange alternate means of communication. 

 The 7 homes in Missouri are located in Cameron, Cape Girardeau, Mexico, Mount Vernon, 

St. James, St. Louis, and Warrensburg.  

 

am/fm-Gov Give Corona Virus Update mp 5:18 am 3/10/20 

Governor Mike Parson says 34 people in Missouri are negative after being tested for COVID-

19. 

 Governor Parson gave an update on Twitter last night. 

 Parson says Missouri has tested a total of 35 people for the coronavirus and as of last 

night, just one person has tested presumptive positive. 

 The specimen, conducted by the Missouri State Public Health Lab, has now been forwarded 

to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention laboratory.  

 

am/fm-MU Health Care Launches COV Vid Scr mp 10:02 am 3/11/20 

MU Health Care is announcing the launch of ten dollar video visits screenings for COVID-19. 

  The video screening launch is in response to the recent outbreak of novel coronavirus as 

well as an active cold and flu season.  

 The screenings will allow patients to interact with providers from the comfort of their own 

home, ensuring they do not expose other to their illness. 

 For more information on video visits, go to muhealht.org/videovisits.  

 

fm-New Coronavirus Hotline In MO mp 5:23 am 3/12/20 

A new hotline is now available for people to ask questions about COVID-19.  

The hotline was activated yesterday (Wednesday) by the Missouri Department of Health and 

Senior Services.  

It will be staffed by health care professionals and will be open 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

week. 

 The COVID-19 hotline number is 877-435-8411. 

 

am/fm - Governor Mike Parson declares state of emergency 3/13  1718 mrj 

Governor Mike Parson is declaring a state of emergency in Missouri with regard to the 

coronavirus and implementing the Missouri Emergency Operation Plan. 

In a press conference earlier this (Friday) evening, Governor Parson said that this frees up 

$7 million in funds that can be used to fight the pandemic. 

http://muhealht.org/videovisits


Parson also announced two more cases of presumptive positive tests in the state, since the 

press conference Parson, tweeted that one of the cases was in St. Louis County. 

The location of the 2nd case has not been released.  

Missouri has now tested 94 residents with 90 negative results. 

Additionally, Parson announced that the decision to close schools is up to local decision 

makers who know their area. 

Other announcements made in the press conference include the fact that temporary 

structures are available from the State Emergency Management Agency should the need 

arise and the fact that the Department of Corrections has stopped allowing visitors. 

Parson said, "We will continue to be proactive and continue to work with key personnel to 

update information." 

 

am/fm-SSM Prov. Free Virt. Screenings mp 5:27 am 3/14/20 

SSM Health is offering a free virtual visit for those who are experiencing symptoms of or 

have been exposed to the coronavirus. 

 The free screenings are available online at ssmhealth.zipnosis.com. and a screening 

questionnaire has been created based on CDC guidelines.  

 

am/fm-First COVID Cases In Mid-Mo mp 5:08 am 3/18/20 

The first 2 positive cases of COVID-19 in mid-Missouri are being confirmed.   

Yesterday (Tuesday) one case was confirmed positive in Boone County and one in Cole 

County.  

This brings the total of confirmed cases to 16 in the state. 

  Missouri's state public health laboratory has tested 267 people for the virus, with 13 

positive cases and 253 negatives. 

 The other 2 positive cases were confirmed by commercial laboratories.  

 

am/fm-First COVID Cases In Mid-Mo mp 5:08 am 3/18/20 

The first 2 positive cases of COVID-19 in mid-Missouri are being confirmed.  

Yesterday (Tuesday) one case was confirmed positive in Boone County and one in Cole 

County.  

This brings the total of confirmed cases to 16 in the state. 

  Missouri's state public health laboratory has tested 267 people for the virus, with 13 

positive cases and 253 negatives. 

 The other 2 positive cases were confirmed by commercial laboratories.  

 

am/fm-COVID-19 Update 6:20 mp[ 6:06 am 3/19/20 

After nearly 2 months since the 1st US coronavirus case, the federal government is now 

preparing for a pandemic that could last up to 18 months or longer and include multiple 

waves of illness. 

 In just 24 hours, cases soared by more than 40 percent with nearly nine thousand 

Americans testing positive for the virus, and nearly 149 have died.  

In China today there are no new local infections being reported for the first time since the 

coronavirus crisis began 3 months ago.  

In Missouri the first COVID-19 death was reported yesterday in the Columbia area.  

The person was in their 60's and first tested positive for the coronavirus on Tuesday night.  

Locally the first 2 schools are announcing they will close for the remainder of the year.  

Both Wright City R-II and Warren County R-III made their decisions last during a special 

board meeting. 

 Both are following the recommendation of the Warren County Health Department to close 

for 8 weeks.  

 

am/fm-COVID-19 Update 6:20 mp 6:22 am 3/20/20 

http://ssmhealth.zipnosis.com/


 Coronavirus cases in the world are currently at 252,014 with 10,405 deaths and 89,054 

recoveries. 

 Italy surpassed China in total number of deaths yesterday. 

 In Missouri new measures in Cole County are now in place to combat the spread of the 

coronavirus.   

In a press conference yesterday (Thursday) Director of the Cole County Health Department 

Kristi Campbell said all restaurants, dining facilities, bars, taverns, clubs and movie theaters 

will be closed starting Monday morning at 12:01 am.  

Locally McDonald's is announcing that during the school closure period due to the 

coronavirus they will be offering a free lunch Monday thru Friday from 11am until 2pm for 

school children 12 and under.  

The child must be present with a parent guardian. They get to choose from a plain 

hamburger, cheeseburger or 4 piece chicken nugget and a side of yogurt or sliced apples or 

small fry.  

 

am/fm-COVID-19 Update 6:20 mp 6:04 am 3/21/20 

Currently the total number of confirmed COVID-19 cases across the globe stands two 

hundred forty four thousand. 

 A new study is revealing found that contracting SARS-CoV-2-- the virus that causes 

COVID-19--- protected against future re-infections. 

 A trial vaccine is currently taking place for the first time in humans, however Government 

officials caution that it may take 12-18 months before the vaccine reaches the market and 

say that the main purpose of this current trial is to make sure that there are no serious side 

effects.  

In Missouri Governor Mike Parson announcing a new restriction on gatherings of 10 or more 

people, it will not apply to religious services, hospitals, grocery stores, pharmacies and 

other cornerstones of the community and it will not apply to the functions of state 

government.  

The 2nd death in the state also reported yesterday in Jackson County, a woman in her late 

80's who had not traveled outside the U.S.  

 

am/fm - SSM-Audrain suspends visitors 3/22  0152 mrj 

SSM-Audrain is updating visiting guidelines again to help stop the spread of the coronavirus. 

Effective tomorrow (Monday), no visitors will be allowed. 

Pediatric patients will still be allowed to have one parent or guardian and in cases of end of 

life care, exceptions may be made to allow visitors over 18 years old. 

Visitors that meet the criteria will be asked to complete a health screening that includes any 

travel history and temperature. 

Additionally, starting Tuesday, all employees and doctors will be screened and have 

temperatures checked daily. 

 

fm-SSM In JC Opening Drive-Thru mp 5:22 am 3/23/20 

SSM Health St. Mary's Hospital in Jefferson City will open a drive-thru COVID-19 testing site 

today. 

 Patients showing symptoms of the coronavirus will need to have a physician order to be 

tested. 

 The hospital is urging everyone to first complete a free online evaluation or call their 

primary care provider. 

 You don not need to be an existing SSM Health Patient in order to complete the online 

test.  

The testing site will be on the hospital campus at the Health Plaza East entrance. 

 Patients will not be billed for the test and will not need to pay a co-pay.  

 



am/fm-COVID-19 11:20 Update mp 11:01 am 3/23/20 

Good morning I'm Mathew Pilger with the latest COVID-19 update. Coronavirus cases in the 

world have grown to 358,000 with 15,433 deaths. 

There have been 100,655 recoveries. Governors in Michigan and Massachusetts have 

become the latest state executives to order statewide stay at home orders.  

COVID-19 cases in Missouri went into triple digits last night with 106 confirmed cases and 3 

deaths. 

 Senate leaders and Trump administration officials are resuming talks this morning on a 

giant stimulus bill aimed at propping up an economy hard hit the by coronavirus after 

weekend negotiations failed to produce a deal.  

Locally SSM Health St. Mary's Hospital in Jefferson City is opening a drive-thru COVID-19 

testing site today. 

 Patients showing symptoms of the coronavirus will need to have a physician order to be 

tested. 

 The hospital is urging everyone to first complete a free online evaluation or call their 

primary care provider. 

The testing site will be on the hospital campus at the Health Plaza East entrance. 

 

am/fm-Coronaviurs Update 6:20 mp 6:11 am 3/24/20 

Good morning I'm Mathew Pilger with the latest COVID-19 update.  

Coronavirus cases have passed three hundred eighty thousand globally.  

The virus is slamming the US with more than 43,500 cases, including at least 541 deaths. 

The central Chinese province of Hubei at ground zero tor the novel coronavirus pandemic 

plans to lift nearly all lock-down restrictions starting tomorrow.  

Measures will remain in place in the provincial capital, Wuhan until April 8th. 

In Missouri 183 cases of COVID-19 reported as of yesterday (Monday) according to the 

Department of Health and Senior Services. 

 That was up from the 106 cases reported on Sunday.  

 20 cases are in Boone County, and of those, 14 are related to travel, with 2 from contact 

with a confirmed case, and three are examples of community transmission, one case is still 

under investigation. 

 Five deaths have contributed to the coronavirus in Missouri.  

 

AM/FM-COVID-19 UPDATE 11:20 mp 11:01 am 3/25/20 

Globally coronavirus cases have grown to 445,815 with 19,768 deaths and 112,037 

recoveries. 

The White House and Senate leaders apparently have  struck a major deal early this 

(Wednesday) morning over a 2 trillion dollar package to provide a jolt to a struggling 

economy. 

 The full details have yet to be released, however elements of the proposal reportedly 

include 250 billion set aside for direct payments to individuals and families, 350 billion in 

small business loans, 250 billion in unemployment insurance benefits and 500 billion in 

loans for distressed companies. 

 In Missouri the number of confirmed cases of the coronavirus is at 255 with 8 deaths. 

 33 related to travel 19 by contact 194 don't know how they got it and 9 people had no 

known contact. 

 

am/fm-COVID-19 Update 6:20 mp 6:08 am 3/26/20 

 The pandemic has now killed more than 21,000 people around the world, including at least 

1,000 in the United States.  

Worldwide nearly half of million people have been diagnosed with COVID-19.  

More than 1.5 billion students are not attending schools and universities because of the 

coronavirus pandemic. 



 In Missouri as of last night the Department of Health and Senior Services reported 356 

cases of COVID-19 in the state an increase of 101 cases from the previous day. 

Governor Parson is suspending 2020 Census field operations until April 1st.   

 Missouri S and T in Rolla is using their 3-D printers to fabricate prototype masks and face 

shield brackets.  

 Twelve different 3-D printers are being used for the project. 

 

am/fm-COVID-19 Update 3/28/20 mp 6:04 am 3/28/20 

 Worldwide coronavirus cases have reached 613,882 with 28,231 deaths and 137,247 

recoveries. 

 President Trump signed into law yesterday a historic 2 trillion dollar stimulus package.  

The far-reaching legislation stands as the largest emergency aid package in US. history. 

 In Missouri as of yesterday there are 670 cases of COVID-19 and 10 deaths associated with 

the virus. 

 Locally Camden County is reporting its first death due to COVID-19.  

The man was over the age of 65 according to the Camden County Health Department. 

 In Cole County officials have issued a stay-at-home order for residents until April 11th. 

 The order goes into effect at 5 tonight. 

 

am/fm-Coronavirus Update 6:20 mp 5:44 am 3/30/20 

President Trump has extended the nationwide shutdown of thousands of businesses until 

April 30th. 

 The extension will prolong social distancing measures in a bid to curtail the fast-spreading 

coronavirus pandemic. 

  President Trump says the rate of new infections is expected to peak in about 2 weeks, and 

believes the U.S. will be well on its way to recovery by June 1st.  

The nation's top epidemiologist Dr. Anthony Fauci says COVID-19 could still claim between 

one hundred thousand and two hundred thousand American lives.  

As of this (Monday) morning, the U.S. death toll was over 2,500 and more than 143,000 

people have tested positive in the U.S.  

In Missouri as state and commercial testing is more available the number of confirmed 

cases is rising.  

As of yesterday, the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services says there are 903 

confirmed cases in the state and 13 deaths have been announced.  

 

am/fm-Gov Daily COVID Update mp 5:03 am 3/31/20  

Missouri Governor Mike Parson is saying that it could be sixty to ninety days before the 

state is past the worst of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 Parson made the remarks at his daily press briefing yesterday (Monday) afternoon. 

 Parson says he hopes to get new data and statistics on the virus by mid-April.  

 A waiver is also being granted by the governor that will allow doctors licenses in another 

state to provide in-person and telehealth care. 

Nurses are not included in the waiver.  

Missouri is part of the Nurse Licensure Compacy, which allows nurses with a multi-state 

license to provide care across state lines.  

 


