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4/1/20 Candidates Filing To Run For Governor  

4/2/20 Governor Announces Budget Restrictions  

4/3/20 MO AG On Price Gouging Complaints  

4/3/20 MSHP Suspends Driver Testing  

4/4/20 Governor Issues Statewide Stay At Home Order  

4/6/20 Dept. Of Homeland Security On Essential Businesses  

4/7/20 Columbia City Council Meeting  

4/9/20 Missouri House and Senate Approve Supplemental Budget  

4/10/20 Governor Parson Announces Closing Of Public Schools For Rest Of Academic Year  

4/10/20 MO Rep. Kent Hayden Provides Update  

4/11/20 Governor Parson Signs Supplemental Budget  

4/13/20 MO Dept. Of Labor On Unemployment Checks  

4/15/20 IRS Website Stimulus Checks Information  

4/16/20 Governor Parson Extends Stay At Home Order  

4/21/20 Governor Parson Announces More Budget Cuts  

4/22/20 Missouri Attorney General Sues Chinese Government  

4/23/20 Governor Parson Grants Clemency To Columbia Business Man  

4/24/20 Governor Parson Asks Local and County Leaders To Hold Off On Easing Stay At 

Home Restrictions  

4/24/20 Governor Parson Announces More COVID-19 Testing Capacity  

4/28/20 Governor Parson On Plans To Reopen All Missouri Businesses  

4/30/20 Moniteau County Health Officials On Continuing Stay At Home Order  

5/5/20 Columbia City Council Update  

5/13/20 State Of Missouri Extends To Go Alcohol Sales  

5/14/20 Lawmakers May Expand Absentee Voting  

5/15/20 Missouri Secretary Of State Jay Ashcroft Delivering PPE For Upcoming Election  

5/19/20 Columbia City Council To Vote On Housing For First Responders  

5/20/20 Governor Parson Announces More COVID-19 Testing And More Budget Cuts  

5/22/20 Missouri Attorney General Suing Branson Business  

5/29/20 Governor Parson Extends Phase 1 

5/29/20 MO Attorney General Releases Traffic Stop Report For 2019 

5/31/20 Governor Parson Activates National Guard  

6/3/20 General Municipal Election Results  

6/5/20 Governor Parson Signs SB 631 Into Law  

6/9/20 Budget Cuts To MODOT  

6/10/20 Senator Hawley Introduces Resolution To Honor St. Louis Police Officer  

6/12/20 New 13th Circuit Judge  

6/14/20 Auxvasse Police Chief Suspended  

6/15/20 Columbia City Councilman Calls For Police Reforms  

6/15/20 12th Judicial Circuit Court Moves Into Phase One For COVID Procedures  

6/17/20 New Ashland Police Chief  

6/23/20 Boone County Next Re-Open Phase  

6/24/20 Governor Parson Speaks On Increase Of COVID-19 Cases In Missouri  



6/27/20 Columbia Mayor Wants Ordinance On Wearing Face Masks  

 

 

 

am/fm-Form KC Coun. Wom Running Lt Gov mp 5:02 am 4/1/20 

Two more people are announcing bids for Missouri Governor and Lieutenant Governor.  

Former Kansas City Council woman Alissia Canady is running as a Democrat for Missouri lt. 

governor and former Republican auditor candidate Saundra McDowell is running for 

governor.  

Yesterday (Tuesday), marked the last day candidates could file to run in the upcoming 

August 4th primary. 

  Elections for Missouri governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, treasurer and 

attorney general are set for November 3rd.  

 

am/fm-Gov Ann. 180 Mil Budget Restrict. mp 5:14 am 4/2/20 

Governor Mike Parson is announcing one hundred eighty million dollars in state budget 

restrictions.  

The Governor made the announcement during his daily COVID-19 press briefing yesterday 

(Wednesday). 

 Parson says funding will be reduced for the Department of Higher Education and Workforce 

Development, Department of Transportation, Office of Administration, Department of 

Natural Resources and the Department of Economic Development. 

Governor Parson said COVID-19 has had serious impacts on the anticipated economic 

growth, and now they are expecting serious revenue declines and estimates a 500 million 

dollar shortfall between now and the end of June.  

 

am/fm-MO AG Price Gouging Complaints mp 4/3/20  

Over 500 price gouging complaints being reported to the Missouri Attorney General's Office 

in the past 2 weeks related to COVID-19.  

According to Attorney General Eric Schmitt some of the top complaints his office is seeing is 

related to food/drink, paper supplies, cleaning supplies, medical supplies, and fuel.  

 The Attorney General's Office is encouraging the public to report any price gouging.  

 

am/fm - MSHP suspends dvr testing longer 4/3  1458 mrj 

The Missouri State Highway Patrol is extending the suspension of driver testing. 

In a press release today (Friday), Colonel Olson is continuing the suspension of written and 

road driver testing until April 15th. 

Patrol facilities that perform salvage and bus inspections will not conduct those services 

until April 15 either. 

Local businesses that provide vehicle safety and emissions inspections are not affected by 

this suspension.  

 

am/fm-Gov Issues Statewide Stay-Home Ord mp 5:01 am 4/4/20 

A statewide stay-at-home order for the entire state of Missouri will begin Monday, April 6th 

at 12:01 am.  

 Governor Mike Parson made the announcement at his daily media briefing yesterday.  

The order will last until Friday, April 24th at 11:59.  

 The order requires individuals currently living in the state to avoid leaving their homes.  

No social gatherings of more than 10 people.  

 All public and charter schools must remain closed throughout the order's time frame.  

 Any entity that does not employ individuals who are essential workers should follow social 

distancing limitations. 



  Any entity that does employ individuals who are essential workers and that has retail sales 

to the public should limit the number of individuals in any retail location. 

 The order does not prohibit people in Missouri from accessing essential services, like 

grocery stores, gas stations, banks, or taking part in outdoor recreation with proper social 

distancing.  

 

am/fm-Essential Businesses mp 5:02 am 4/6/20 

Missouri is officially under a stay at home order that began today. 

 The order was signed by Governor Mike Parson and runs through April 24th, however may 

be extended by the Department of Health and Senior Services.  

The Department of Homeland Security categorizes the following as essential businesses. 

Health care or public health, law enforcement, first responders, food and agriculture, 

energy, water and wastewater, transportation and logistics. 

Public works and infrastructure support services, communications and information 

technology, critical manufacturing, hazardous materials workers, community or government 

based operations and essential functions. 

 Financial, chemical, defense and and industrial workers, residential and shelter facilities, 

and hygiene products and services.  

 

fm-CoMo City Council Meeting mp 5:05 am 4/7/20 

The Columbia City Council is giving approval to a host of issues after their meeting last 

(Monday) night. 

 The council approved an ordinance that expands sick leave for the city staff. 

 The council also suspended transit fares.  

 The meeting allowed some Council and city staff to take part via online video conferencing, 

and Council members were allowed to vote on bills without being present in the city 

chambers.  

 

am/fm-MO House And Sen Appr Sup Budget mp 5:26 am 4/9/20 

A massive supplementary budget amendment of more than 5 billion dollars is now approved 

by the Missouri House and Senate.  

The Missouri House approved the measure by a vote of 147-4 after it won Senate approval 

yesterday and it will now go to Governor Parson for his signature. 

 The amendment approves spending of about 5.7 billion in federal appropriations, almost 

247 million from the state's general revenue fund and 390 million directed to other funds.  

 

am/fm-Parson Closing Pub Sch Refresh mp 5:07 am 4/10/20 

All public and charter schools will be closed for the rest of the academic year. 

 Governor Mike Parson made the announcement yesterday (Thursday) afternoon at a press 

conference. 

 The closure is due to COVID-19 concerns.  

Parson said the decision was made by working with the Missouri Department of Elementary 

and Secondary Education and several superintendents from across the state.  

Schools will still provide services like meals to students who need them and alternative 

educational opportunities.  

Several schools in the area released statements saying they are still discussing what 

graduation will look like and if there will be summer school.  

 

AM/FM-Rep Hayden Update mp 10:30 am 4/10/20 

Lawmakers across Missouri are talking about their experience at the Capitol on Wednesday 

while voting on a supplemental budget.  

State Representative Kent Haden says the experience was surreal.  

n-4-10-20-1 



Hayden says there could be a special session called in June to vote on the 2020-2021 

statewide budget, however that will all depend on how the COVID-19 situation ends up.  

 

AM/FM-Parson Signs Supp Budget mp 4:58 am 4/11/20 

The supplemental budget passed by the Missouri General Assembly earlier this week now 

has Governor Mike Parson's signature on it.  

 The legislation will provide access to federal funding under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 

Economic Security Act signed into law by President Donald Trump on March 27th, which 

included 150 billion in relief to states to mitigate COVID-19 related cases in calendar year 

2020.  

 

am/fm-Unemployment Checks mp 5:04 am 4/13/20  

Some people who applied for unemployment will be getting their $600 federal pandemic 

unemployment payment this week according to the Missouri Department of Labor. 

  The money is a federal supplement to unemployment benefits from the state for the next 

4 months. 

 Missouri Department of Labor has not given an estimation on when independent 

contractors will see their benefits. 

 On its website, the department says they received guidance from the Federal Department 

of Labor on those who were not eligible for regular unemployment on April 5th and will need 

more time to effectively set-up programming to implement the new federal law. 

 Over two hundred thousand Missourians have applied for unemployment benefits since the 

middle of March with 84 percent of those claims related to COVID-19.  

 

am/fm-Stimulus Checks And IRS Website mp 11:33 am 4/15/20 

Almost 80 million people are estimated to receive their stimulus checks from the federal 

government today (Wednesday).  

The U.S. Department of Treasury and IRS launched the "Get My Payment" website today. 

 The first payments from the relief package are set to go to people who filed their tax 

returns the last 2 years and who have allowed the IRS to make direct deposits. 

 For those who did not provide their banking information on their return for direct deposit, 

the new website will help you receive your money.  

The website will have have you submit your social security number, date of birth and 

mailing address, and will also give people a chance to submit their bank account information 

if they want the money to be deposited directly.  

 

am/fm - Gov Parson extends stay at home order 4/16  1507 mrj 

In his daily press conference this afternoon, Governor Mike Parson extends the stay-at-

home order for Missouri. 

The order is being extended until Sunday, May 3rd. 

Additionally, Governor Parson said that projected numbers for positive cases of the novel 

coronavirus in Missouri were much worse than what is actually happening and that the stay-

at-home order is working. 

Parson outlined a plan on re-opening Missouri for business, including rapidly expanding 

testing capacity, expand Missouri's reserves of PPE, continue to monitor and expand hospital 

capacity as needed, and improve the ability to predict outbreaks. 

The use of Missouri-specific data will drive the approach to re-open Missouri. 

 

am/fm-Parson Announces More Budget Cuts mp 5:08 am 4/21/20 

Missouri Governor Mike Parson is announcing another forty seven million dollars in budget 

cuts. 

 Parson said during his news briefing yesterday this cut is in addition to the 180 million in 

cuts announced at the beginning of this month.   



The money will come from 9 state agencies, the attorney general's office and the general 

assembly according to the governor. 

 Parson said these are not easy decisions, and they are not made lightly.  

But this is the right thing to do to ensure the budget is balanced and we are financially 

prepared to deal with the impact of COVID-19 moving forward.  

 

am/fm-MO Att Gen Sues Chinese Gov. mp 5:04 am 4/22/20 

The Missouri Attorney General Eric Schmitt is suing the Chinese government, Chinese 

Communist Party and other Chinese officials and institutions.  

Schmitt filed a lawsuit on behalf of the state of Missouri yesterday.  

The lawsuit claims that during critical weeks of the initial outbreak of the coronavirus, 

Chinese authorities deceived the public, suppressed crucial information, arrested 

whistleblowers, denied human-to-human transmission in the face of mounting evidence, 

and destroyed critical medical research, plus permitted millions of people to be exposed to 

the virus.  

The lawsuit seeks relief on one count of public nuisance, one count of abnormally dangerous 

activities, and 2 counts of breach of duty.  

 

fm-Gov Grants Clemency To CoMo Bus Man mp 5:24 am 4/23/20 

Clemency is now granted to a local Columbia business man by Governor Mike Parson. 

 In 2007, a judge sentenced Dimetrious Woods to 25 years in prison for a non-violent drug 

offense.  

At the time Missouri state law allowed for a no parole provision. 

 In 2017 the law was repealed.  

Parson commuted the remainder of the time Woods was to spend in prison yesterday to 

house arrest. 

 Woods is the first and only person to have been released from prison due to the repeal of 

the no parole provision.  

 

fm-Gov Asks To Hold Off On Easing Restri. mp 5:09 am 4/24/20 

Governor Mike Parson is asking local leaders to hold off on easing restrictions of stay at 

home orders at least until May 4th. 

 Parson spoke to reporters yesterday at the state capitol and said that cities and counties 

can enact stay-at-home orders that are stricter than the statewide order, however not less 

restrictive.  

The current statewide stay-at-home orders by the governor are set to expire on May 4th. 

 Parson says he will give more details today on his plan to re-open the state.  

 

am/fm - Gov Parson announces more testing capacity 4/24  1311 mrj 

Governor Mike Parson is announcing an increase in testing capacity statewide. 

Governor Parson says between the State Health lab and at least 15 private national and in-

state labs along with participating health care institutions, Missouri can process up to 

50,000 tests for COVID-19 each week. 

Additionally, rapid point-of-care testing devices that can deliver results in under 13 minutes 

are being deployed across the state. 

A limited number of these devices are now in place in Adair and Marion counties along with 

20 other counties in Missouri. 

 

am/fm-Gov. Plans To Reopen All MO Bus mp 4:56 am 4/28/20 

Governor Mike Parson is announcing his Show Me Strong Recovery Plan to reopen the state 

starting May 4th and extending through May 31st. 



 Parson announced yesterday the plan includes expanding testing capacity and volume in 

state and reserve of PPE by opening supply chains, expanding health care system capacity 

as needed, and using data to predict outbreaks.  

The ten person gathering limit is waived in the new plan, however Missourians will still have 

to practice social distancing requirements which includes maintaining six feet apart. 

 All businesses will be allowed to reopen under the plan. 

 The social distancing requirements do not apply to workers that require contact with other 

people closer than 6 feet, however they should take enhanced precautionary measures to 

prevent any potential spread of COVID-19.  

Restaurant dining rooms can open with at least 6 feet between tables and no more than 10 

people seated at one table.  

 

fm-Moniteau CO. Cont Stay At Home Order mp 5:14 am 4/30/20 

Moniteau County health officials are working to adopt a continuation of the  State of 

Missouri's Stay at Home Order.  

According to the Moniteau County Health Center the continuation is due to the current 

amount of active confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the county.  

A large influx of coronavirus cases started in Moniteau County on April 14th through April 

21st.  

The Moniteau County Health Center Board of Trustees held an emergency meeting last night 

to adopt the drafted order. 

 The county commission will consider the order at its meeting this morning.  

 

fm-CoMo City Council Owns Fairgr. Prop. 

mp 5:13 am  

5/5/20 

 

The City of Columbia now owns over 100 acres of the former Boone County Fairgrounds 

property. 

 

 The Columbia City Council accepted the land last (Monday) night after months of 

negotiations with the county.  

 

The city will take over the land northeast of Highway 63 and Oakland Gravel Road. 

 

 The fair board and city will need to work out an agreement for the fair in the future.  

 

am/fm-State Extends To Go Alcohol Sales mp 5:17 am 5/13/20 

The state of Missouri is extending to-go alcohol sales until June 15th. 

 Governor Mike Parson made the announcement yesterday in a waiver in his newest 

executive order. 

 Missouri restaurants and bars had a petition supporting the measure on change.org.  

 

am/fm-MO Lawmakers May Expand Absent Vote mp 5:16 am 5/14/20 

Missouri lawmakers are moving to expand absentee voting amid coronavirus fears.  

The House advanced a proposal yesterday (Wednesday) to ensure access to absentee 

voting this year.  

If the measure becomes law, voters would be able to request to a ballot mailed to them 

without any other excuse. Voters still would be required to get those ballots notarized.  

The proposal still needs Senate approval and would then need to be signed by Governor 

Mike Parson.  

 

am/fm-Ashcroft Delivering PPE mp 10:25 am 5/15/20  

http://change.org/


Missouri Secretary Of State Jay Ashcroft is delivering personal protective equipment to local 

election authorities across the state today.  

 Ashcroft made his first stop in Mexico at the Audrain County Courthouse this morning 

where he delivered face masks, hand sanitizer and other protective items for the June 2nd 

General Municipal Elections.  

n-5-15-20-1 

Ashcroft says when it comes to the November General Election he has been working with 

legislative leadership on expanding absentee ballots if their is a state of emergency due to 

COVID-19 outbreaks.  

n-5-15-20-2 

Ashcroft was also making stops today in Paris, Palmyra, New London, Bowling Green, 

Warrenton and Montgomery City.  

 

fm-CoMo City Co Vote On Housing 1st Resp mp 5:09 am 5/19/20 

The Columbia City Council is expected to vote tonight on a resolution that would give 

temporary housing for first responders during the coronavirus pandemic. 

 The resolution would authorize an agreement and give Columbia Police Department and the 

Columbia Fire Department first responders the option to stay at Stephens College should 

they need to. 

 Stephens College has designated certain dorms for the housing. 

 The agreement is set to expire June 1st, however the resolution would give Columbia city 

manager John Glascock, the ability to extend the agreement with compliance from Stephens 

College. 

 

am/fm-Parson More Tests More Budget Cuts mp 5:05 am 5/20/20 

Governor Mike Parson is saying that more COVID-19 tests and more tough decisions are 

ahead in the battle against the coronavirus.  

Parson made his remarks yesterday during the daily press briefing where he called for an 

increase in testing, and said that by next week, the state plans to test 7,500 people per 

day. 

 The governor also said cuts to the state budget will be needed in the near future. 

 Parson said he will meet with higher education leaders today to talk about what the future 

of those cuts could mean for them. 

 The governor said unless a second CARES Act is signed, the state will see cuts by July 1st.  

 

am/fm-MO Atty Gen Lawsuit Branson Busin. mp 5:05 am 5/22/20 

Missouri Attorney General Eric Schmitt announced yesterday that his office has filed a 

lawsuit against a Branson-area business, Tuning Element, LLC, for alleged price gouging and 

misrepresentations regarding face masks and respirators it began selling during the COVID-

19 pandemic. 

 The lawsuit was filed in Taney County and seeks restitution on behalf of consumers who 

purchased the equipment from Tuning Element and also seeks injunctive relief preventing 

the business from continuing to engage in price gouging or other deceptive practices in 

connection with its sale of face masks or respirators. 

 

am/fm-Gov Parson Extends Phase 1 mp 5:10 am 5/29/20 

Governor Mike Parson is extending Phase 1 of the state's Show Me Strong Recovery Plan 

from Sunday May 31st through Monday June 15th.  

Parson said yesterday that some communities are farther along than others in the recovery 

process. 

 Extending Phase 1 will give communities more time to prepare and align efforts as the 

state continues working toward Phase 2.  



During Phase 1, citizens may re-engage in economic and social activities however must 

adhere to social distancing requirements, including maintaining six feet of space between 

individuals in most cases.  

Local officials will still have the authority to put further rules, regulations, or ordinances in 

place so long as they are not inconsistent with the statewide order.  

 

am/fm - Mo Atty Gen releases traffic stop report for 2019 5/29  1400 mrj 

Missouri Attorney General Eric Schmitt is releasing traffic stop numbers from law 

enforcement agencies from 2019. 

The report summarizes traffic stop data from 571 law enforcement agencies in Missouri for 

calendar year 2019. 

A total of 1,524,650 traffic stops were made, resulting in 102,755 searches and 74,553 

arrests. 

Of those stops, 1,161,680 were white drivers and 297,608 were black. 

72,387 searches were made on white individuals and blacks made up 26,371 of the total. 

As far as arrests, 52,873 white individuals were arrested as were 18,472 black individuals. 

29 agencies in Missouri reported no traffic stops during 2019. 

 

am/fm - Gov Parson activates National Guard 5/31  0159 mrj 

Governor Mike Parson last (Saturday) night declares a state of emergency in Missouri due to 

civil unrest. 

Governor Parson said, "We are deeply saddened by the tragic death of George Floyd.  We 

are also saddened by the acts of violence that have transpired across our nation and state 

in response to this event." 

The executive order calls the Adjutant General of the State of Missouri to call and order into 

active service the National Guard as he deems necessary to protect life and property in 

Missouri and to assist civilian authorities. 

 

am/fm-Election Results mp 5:13 am 6/3/20 

With a look at some of the General Municipal Election results from yesterday: 

Voters in Audrain County approved a 1.75 percent use tax on online and out of state 

purchases during yesterday's (Tuesday) Municipal Election. 

 The City of Mexico also approved a 2 percent use tax with the yes votes garnering 65 

percent. 

 On the Mexico Board of Education Kelli S. Teel, Dustin Pascoe and Todd Yager have won 

seats. 

 Steve Haag and Ayanna Shivers were elected to seats on the Mexico City Council.  

Jon Robnett, Stephan Schafer, and Greg Fort have been elected to seats on the Community 

R-VI School Board. 

 The Sturgeon R-5 Proposition for K.I.D.S. passed with 80 percent approval.  

Richard Sullivan is the new mayor Ashland after defeating Dorise Slinker. 

 A Sturgeon local use tax passed. 

 In Callaway County voters approved a tax increase to fund the Callaway County Library 

District.  

Fulton Voters also came out in favor of a 27.5 million dollar bond issue that will expand 

classrooms and build a new gym at the high school. 

 Timothy Jon Safranski, Ann Kathryn Schmidt and Kendall E. Pipes were elected to serve on 

the North Callaway Board of Education.  

 

am/fm - Gov Parson signs SB 631 into law 6/5  0411 mrj  

Governor Mike Parson signs into law a bill that provides security measures for mail-in 

ballots. 



Under the bill, a mail-in absentee ballot will only be an option for voters who specifically 

request one. 

Voters also must submit a notarized statement with their ballot, returned in an envelope 

postmarked by the US Postal Service by 7 p.m. on election day. 

Governor Parson says "Any Missourian affected by COVID-19 should still be able to vote, 

including those who are sick or considered at-risk". 

The bill also includes a provision giving voters who have contracted or are at-risk of 

contracting COVID-19 the option to cast an absentee ballot without notarization. 

Both provisions expire on December 31, 2020. 

 

am/fm-Budget Cuts To MODOT mp 5:03 am 6/9/20 

The Missouri Department of Transportation is seeing budget cuts due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

  The department is taking part in a shared work program, which reduces the workweek to 

32 hours, according to a department spokesperson.   

Employees also are being given the option to take a 5 percent pay-cut, while some 

department administrators will take a 10 percent salary cut and others a 5 percent 

decrease. 

  MoDOT is also pushing back and reducing construction project advertisement. 

 

am/fm-Hawley Res. Hon STL Pol Officer mp 5:09 am 6/10/20 

U.S. Senator Josh Hawley is introducing a resolution to honor the life of the St. Louis Police 

Captain, who was killed during a violent night of rioting in the city of St. Louis on June 2nd. 

 Hawley introduced the Resolution yesterday in honor of 77 year old David Dorn, who 

served 38 years with the St. Louis Police Department and died while protecting a friend's 

store from looters.  

 

am/fm - New judge for 13th Circuit 6/12  1255 mrj 

Governor Mike Parson is announcing a new judge for the 13th Judicial Circuit. 

Joshua C. Devine of Columbia is being appointed to the Circuit Judge vacancy created by 

the retirement of Jodie Capshaw-Asel. 

Judge Devine previously served as an Associate Circuit Judge for the 13th Circuit and has a 

Bachelor's in Political Science from Truman State and is law degree from Mizzou. 

The 13th Judicial Circuit covers Boone and Callaway Counties. 

 

am/fm - Auxvasse Police Chief suspended 6/14  0109 mrj  

City officials in Auxvasse are placing the city's police chief on administrative leave. 

According to the Jefferson City News-Tribune, Chief Kevin Suedmeyer has been placed on 

administrative leave after inflammatory Facebook posts by him came to light. 

Suedmeyer's personal Facebook page, where the posts were made, disappeared just before 

noon Thursday, according to the News-Tribune. 

Auxvasse Mayor Tom Henage told the News-Tribune in a news release that "The police chief 

for the City of Auxvasse has been placed on administrative leave pending an 

investigation.  Racism is not condoned or tolerated by the City of Auxvasse." 

 

fm-CoMo City Councilman Police Reforms mp 5:09 am 6/15/20 

A Columbia city councilman is calling for a change to policing practices and funding. 

 Fourth Ward councilman Ian Thomas is saying he received almost one thousand emails 

asking for change. 

 Some of the reforms include a complete ban on all chokehold and strangling by officers. 

 It would require officers to exhaust all other reasonable means before resorting to deadly 

force. 



 De-escalation of situations when possible, require officers to give a verbal warning before 

shooting a civilian and restrict officers from shooting at moving vehicles.  

As far as defunding the police Thomas said the City of Columbia spends around 25 million 

dollars on policing annually and less than 2 million on social and human services. 

 

am/fm - 12 Judicial Circuit moves to Phase I for COVID procedures 6/15  1341 mrj 

The 12th Judicial Circuit is moving from phase zero to phase one for COVID procedures, 

according to Presiding Judge Jason Lamb. 

The new phase begins today (Monday) and maintains limits on in-person proceedings, but 

allows for additional critical matters such as hearings for probation or parole violations for 

defendants in jail as well as motions for temporary child custody. 

Video appearances are still encouraged and jury trials remain suspended until further 

notice. 

The phases are in place by order of the Supreme Court of Missouri. 

The 12th Judicial Circuit is made  up of Audrain, Montgomery, and Warren counties.  

 

fm-New Ashland Police Chief mp 5:04 am 6/17/20 

The city of Ashland has a new police chief. 

 The Ashland Board of Alderman voted to appoint Sgt. Gabe Edwards to the position at last 

night's meeting effective immediately.  

 Edwards appointment comes after former police chief Lyn Woolford was placed on 

administrative leave in February where he was accused of mishandling paperwork related to 

a police, internal affairs investigation.  

In a statement Woolford read at last (Tuesday) night's meeting he asked for his job back, 

and said the accusations made against him where untrue and he had nothing to cover up.  

 Woolford was placed on leave on February 11 by city administrator Tony St. Romaine.  

 

fm-Boone Co Next Re-Open Phase mp 5:12 am 6/23/20 

Boone County is entering the next step in it's re-opening today, despite cases of COVID-19 

continuing to increase.  

 Sunday marked the largest jump in cases statewide-with 802 cases since Friday.  

 As of yesterday, there have been 18,143 positive cases in Missouri and 956 deaths 

statewide, there are currently 70 active cases in Boone County.  

 Starting today, Boone County will enter step three of phase 2 of their reopening. 

 The step will ease restrictions and remove occupancy limits for most businesses, however 

still requires places to maintain social distancing requirements.  

 

am/fm-Parson Record COVID Incr. No Alarm mp 5:11 am 6/24/20 

Missouri Governor Mike Parson says that record increases in new statewide COVID-19 cases 

is not a surge or a second wave and are because of increased testing and outbreaks in 

specific areas.  

The governor spoke yesterday (Tuesday) at his daily briefing in Jefferson City and says they 

are aggressively testing in the areas of the outbreaks to box in the virus and prevent further 

spreading. 

 Missouri hit another record yesterday (Tuesday) with 434 cases.  

It was the third record daily increase in 4 days.  

Dr. Randall Williams, Director of the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, 

emphasized the new cases were primarily from an outbreak in southwest Missouri. 

 Williams said hospitalizations for COVID-19 are at an all-time low and the rate of infection 

in those tested remains low at 5.6 percent. 

 

fm-CoMo Mayor Wants Ord On Face Masks mp 5:18 am 6/27/20 



Columbia mayor Brian Treece is requesting an ordinance for mandatory public mask 

wearing. 

  Mayor Treece tweeted yesterday (Friday) that he asked City Manager John Glascock to 

draft an ordinance for the city council to consider.  

Treece says he does not know when the ordinance would be ready or when a vote could 

take place on it. 

It is being called a simple public health initiative by the mayor to possibly slow the spread of 

the coronavirus as infections continue to rise.   

 

 

FM EDUCATION APRIL, MAY, JUNE  
4/2/20 DESE Responds To Fake Letter  

4/2/20 MU Postpones Commencement  
4/3/20 Macon R-1 Closes For The School Year  

4/9/20 Fulton Public Schools Extend Closure  
4/9/20 Governor Parson Orders Schools Closed  

4/14/20 JC Schools Put Out Survey On Graduation Preferences  
4/15/20 New Tolton High School Principal Announced   

4/20/20 North Callaway Announces Plans For Middle School  
4/21/20 Paris Graduate Wins FFA Award  

4/22/20 DESE and Missouri National Guard Working Together On Food 
Distribution  

4/23/20 MU Addresses Fall Classes  

4/24/20 No In Person Summer School Classes For Columbia  
4/24/20 Bowling Green High School Plans Virtual Graduation  

4/25/20 FFA Awards  
4/30/20 Mexico High School Announces Graduation Date  

5/4/20 Columbia Public Schools Announce Graduation Plans  
5/7/20 MU Sees Larger Freshman Enrollment  

5/12/20 Centralia Sets Graduation Date  
5/12/20 Community R-6 Sets Graduation Date  

5/13/20 MU Virtual Commitment  
5/14/20 Missouri Military Academy Commencement  
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am/fm-DESE Responds To Fake Letter mp 5:00 am 4/2/20 

A letter circulating around social media yesterday using a Missouri 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education department logo is a 
fake. 

 The letter said that the department would not allow students to move on to 

the next grade level for the 2020-2021 school year because school closures 
and canceled statewide assessments would not allow the curriculum to be 

complete.  
A Facebook post by DESE said they were disappointed that someone would 

make this document to make a joke out of something as serious as a 
student's education. 

 They also said that using the department logo is illegal.  
 

am/fm-DESE Responds To Fake Letter mp 5:00 am 4/2/20 

A letter circulating around social media yesterday using a Missouri 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education department logo is a 

fake. 
 The letter said that the department would not allow students to move on to 

the next grade level for the 2020-2021 school year because school closures 
and canceled statewide assessments would not allow the curriculum to be 

complete.  

A Facebook post by DESE said they were disappointed that someone would 
make this document to make a joke out of something as serious as a 

student's education. 
 They also said that using the department logo is illegal.  
 

fm - Macon R-1 in Macon closes for the school year 4/3  1510 mrj 
Macon County R-1 school district in Macon is closing for the rest of the 

school year. 
Superintendent Scott Jarvis made the announcement yesterday (Thursday) 

in a letter to parents and students. 
Meals will continue to be provided on Mondays and Thursdays with enough 

food for 3 days. 



Enrichment activities will still be available for students, but will not be 
graded. 

Dates for kindergarten and high school graduations will be decided upon 
later. 
 

am/fm-FPS Extend Closure mp 5:19 am 4/9/20 

The Fulton Public Schools will now be closed until May after extending their 

current closure during a special school board meeting over Zoom last 
(Wednesday) night. 

 The decision was made in order to align with the federal social distancing 
order.   

The district is slated to reopen May 4th unless federal, state or local 
government officials continue a stay-at-home order or a social distancing 

order.  
 The board also voted to go forward with a program to provide childcare for 

first responders. 

 Bush Elementary is being considered as an option for the childcare 
according to Superintendent Jacque Cowherd.  
 

am/fm - Gov Parson orders schools closed 4/9  1515 mrj 
In a Facebook post this afternoon, Governor Mike Parson is ordering all 

public and charter schools in Missouri to close for the rest of the academic 
year. 

The recommendation was made after consulting with the Missouri 
Department of Elementary & Secondary Education and superintendents from 

around the state. 
Nutrition services and child care that are outlined in the stay at home order 

can continue and Parson encourages schools to continue remote learning for 
students until the last day of school originally set on their calendar. 
 

fm-JC Schools Poll On Grad. Preference mp 5:21 am 4/14/20 

The Jefferson City School District is surveying parents about how they would 

like to see graduation handled.  

In a virtual Board of Education Meeting held last night for the first time since 
Governor Parson decided to close buildings across the state for the rest of 

the academic year to fight COVID-19, superintendent Dr. Larry Linthicum 
said the district has a running list of unanswered questions from parents 

they are working to answer. 
 In the survey families are were asked to rank questions on whether to 

cancel graduation keep and have it in May, or in June or July or keep 
graduation but put it online for students and families to participate remotely. 

 According to the district it will continue to monitor the results of the survey 
before making a decision.  
 



fm-New Tolton HS Principal Named mp 5:05 am 4/15/20 

A new president and principal of the Tolton Regional Catholic High School in 

Columbia is being announced. 
 Dr. Daniel Everett was named to the position yesterday afternoon.  

Everett has a doctorate in organizational leadership from Pepperdine 
University and a master's degree in philosophy from Loyola Marymount 

University. 
 He will officially start on July 1st.  
 

am/fm-North Callaway To Have Middle Sch mp 5:12 am 4/20/20 

North Callaway is announcing plans for a middle school starting next year.  

The board of education voted unanimously last week to execute the first 
phase of the districts's Future Vision plan, citing aging buildings and 

unbalanced student distributions.  
The district will re-purpose the Auxvasse Elementary School, turning it into a 

middle school. 

 The building will be named the North Callaway Middle School, taking in all 
6th through 8th grade students. 

 A letter was sent to parents last week by district Superintendent Nicky 
Kemp saying a big reason for the plan is space saying some schools are 

overcrowded, with students stuck learning in trailers.  
 

am/fm-Paris Grad Wins FFA Award mp 5:26 am 4/21/20 

A Paris High School graduate is the winner of the Missouri FFA Agricultural 
Services Proficiency Award. 

Marlena Long is a member of the Paris FFA Chapter and the daughter of 
Greg and Laura Long.  

She currently attends the University of Missouri-Kansas City where she is 
studying medicine. 
 

am/fm-MO Nat Guard And DESE Food Dist mp 9:46 am 4/22/20 

The Missouri National Guard and the Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education are working together to assist local Missouri schools in 

feeding the students in their communities who rely on school meals each 
day.  

Nearly 200 members of the National guard will assist the Marshall, Osage 
County R-II, Wright City and Warren County R-III School districts in helping 

distribute or deliver food to students for the next several weeks.  
 

am/fm-MU Addresses Fall Classes mp 5:19 am 4/23/20 

In person classes are expected to resume at the University of Missouri this 
fall according to an email sent out yesterday from UM System President Mun 

Choi. 



 Mu officials say they have been consulting with public health officials and 
MU's own health care experts to develop a plan to return to classes with a 

new normal. 
 The classrooms and offices are currently being disinfected and MU is also 

working on new social distancing procedures that could impact how classes 
are taught, and how research is conducted according to the email.  
 

fm-No Summer In Person School In CoMo mp 5:04 am 4/24/20 

The Columbia Public Schools will not be holding in-person summer school 

this year due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
 The schools announced yesterday (Thursday) they will only be able to 

provide online summer school credit for credit recovery and credit 
advancement during the months of June and July.  

The school is currently looking at possibly holding a limited in-person 
summer school option during the first 2 weeks of August.  

The district is still deciding when the last day of the 2019-2020 school year 

will be.  
 

fm-Bowling Green HS Plans Virt. Grad. mp 10:22 am 4/24/20 

The Bowling Green High School is making plans for a virtual graduation on 
May 15th.  

Principal Scott Mullins sent an email to parents today saying Monday, May 
4th will become the final date for seniors to turn in homework for grading 

considerations.  
Seniors will pick up their caps and gowns and other things from their lockers 

on May 4th from 5pm to 7pm during a Senior Parking Lot Parade.  
 Leading up to May 15th seniors will schedule a time to come to the school 

for a photo opportunity and video of their graduate walking across the stage 
in their cap and gown. 

 The videos will be spliced together and combined with the senior 
commencement speech and presentation of the valedictorian/salutatorian to 

make a virtual graduation video to be released on May 15th, the date of 

graduation.  
 

am/fm-FFA Awards mp 5:20 am 4/25/20  

More FFA awards are being announced. 
 Garrett Paul Schuering of the Centralia FFA and Clint Bailey Thomas of 

Bowling Green FFA are one of 4 finalists for the State Star in placement. 
 Lauryn Robnett of Community R-6 is one of four finalists for the State Star 

Farmer and is being named Area 5 star farmer. 
Braedon Swaim of Community R-6 is an Area 5 Star in Agribusiness.  

Dallas Lewis of Centralia is a finalist for the State Star in Agribusiness. 
 Zane Robert Stone of Centralia is being recognized as Area 4 Star in 

Agriscience. 



 And Ethan Hilgedick of Ashland is an Area 4 Star Farmer.  
 

am - MHS sets graduation date 4/30  1614 mrj 

Mexico High School is announcing graduation and prom dates for the class of 
2020. 

In a letter to parents today (Thursday), MHS Principal Brad Ellebracht says 
that graduation will be held Sunday evening, July 12 with the Junior/Senior 

Prom held on the evening of Friday, July 10 at the high school. 
If circumstances surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic don't allow the school 

to host the events on those dates, Prom would be canceled and alternative 
plans would be made for commencement. 
 

fm-CPS Announce Graduation Plans mp 11:08 am 5/4/20 

Columbia Public Schools are announcing plans for an in-person graduation.  

 According to a letter from the district sent out this morning to seniors and 
their families graduation will be held in-person in small groups with social 

distancing, in accordance with the guidelines for size of mass gatherings.  

The schools will have multiple ceremonies in order to accommodate the large 
number of graduates for each school.  

 The small group, in-person ceremonies will take place from July 30th 
through August 2nd. 

 Details on how the ceremonies will be organized, including student's exact 
graduation ceremony date and if guests will be allowed to attend will be 

available after July 15th according to the school district. 
 The district says if they are unable to hold the small group ceremonies, 

there will be no alternative plans made for a virtual graduation option.  
Also the school will not hold prom or a virtual prom option. 
 

am/fm-MU Larger Freshman Enrollment mp 5:15 am 5/7/20 

The University of Missouri is expecting to see larger freshmen enrollment for 

the fall.  
University of Missouri System President Mun Choi said yesterday that 

enrollment at the University of Missouri is up from this time last year.  

Choi made a speech at a UM System town hall meeting for retirees 
yesterday and said Freshman and transfer enrollment are up at 3 of the 4 

system's universities compared to this time last year.  
As of Tuesday a University spokesperson said more than 5,400 freshmen 

had paid enrollment deposits for the fall 2020 semester.  
 

am/fm-Centralia Grad Date mp 5:08 am 5/12/20 

A date is now set to hold graduation at the Centralia High School. 
 The Centralia Board of Education approved the graduation ceremony to take 

place on Saturday, June 13th at 8pm, if it has to be postponed due to 
weather then it will take place on Sunday, June 14th at 8pm. 



 If COVID-19 restrictions force postponement the back up plan will be to 
move the graduation to Saturday, July 11th at 8pm or Sunday, July 12th at 

8pm.  
The events will not be open to the general public as appropriately distanced 

seating will be reserved for graduate guests.  
The Centralia High School will not be hosting a school sponsored Prom this 

academic year.  
Senior Scholarship and Awards Night are scheduled to take place the night 

before graduation.  
 

am/fm - Community R-6 sets grad dates 5/12  1439 mrj 

Community R-6 school district now has dates for graduation, promotion, and 
prom. 

In an announcement this (Tuesday) morning, graduation will take place 
Sunday, June 7th at 2:00 p.m. 

Promotion for 8th grade students will be in the new gym June 4th at 6:30 

p.m. 
Prom will be July 11th from 7:00 until 10:00 p.m. in the old gym. 

Only students attending Community R-6 will be allowed to attend prom. 
More information can be found on the school's website at cr6.net. 
 

am/fm-MU Virtual Commencement mp 10:35 am 5/13/20 

The University of Missouri will be holding a virtual commencement on Friday 

at 2pm. 
 Details were released yesterday as MU will award 6,630 degrees to 6,013 

students as the spring semester, which moved to online teaching in mid-
March, concludes.  

Over 800 students who enrolled for online learning, from 44 states and 6 
countries, also will graduate this weekend.  

The online commencement will include a video welcome from campus 
leaders from the administration and student body. 

 The remarks will be posted at commencement.missouri.edu.  
 

am/fm-MMA Commencement mp 5:26 am 5/14/20  
The Missouri Military Academy in Mexico will be holding an online 

commencement this year. 
 49 cadets are graduating and earned 7.7 million dollars in college 

scholarships according to the academy. 
 In addition, 100 percent of the class has been accepted to 99 different 

colleges and universities around the world.  
The commencement can be viewed online at livestream.com/mma tomorrow 

(Friday) morning at 9:30. 
 

FM-Hannibal Graduation Parade mp 9:55 am 5/18/20 

http://cr6.net/
http://commencement.missouri.edu/
http://livestream.com/mma


The Hannibal School District will host a Class of 2020 Graduation Parade this 
Thursday, May 21st. 

 The event is to honor seniors the night Graduation was originally scheduled. 
 It starts at 6:30 out of the north end of the Hannibal Middle School parking 

lot and will end at Grand Avenue.  
The community is invited to line the parade route while maintaining social 

distancing.  
A graduation date has been postponed until July 17th at E.A. Porter Stadium 

with a rain date of Friday, July 24th at 8pm. 
 

fm-CMU To Open In Fall 2020 mp 10:27 am 5/18/20 

Administrators at Central Methodist University in Fayette announcing the 
school will open this fall with sweeping new safety protocols. 

 In a news release today the new measures include, coronavirus testing, 
frequent sanitizing, social distancing in classrooms and dining halls, a 

campus care facility for those who are symptomatic or test positive and 

increased nursing resources. 
 The school said a decision on fall athletics is still pending.  
 

am/fm-MHS Summer School Registration mp 10:44 am 5/26/20 

Registration for summer school is open and is approaching typical 

attendance.  
 Mexico High School Assistant Principal Chris Gray will be in charge of the 

summer school this year and says they are offering 3 different courses for 
incoming 9th through 12 grade students.  

n-5-26-20-1 

Summer school starts June 1st and will run for four weeks through June 

26th. 
 Registration information can be found at the Mexico School District's 

website.  
 

am/fm - MU not starting early 6/5  0326 mrj  

MU will not be starting early this year, following a vote by the MU Faculty 

Council. 
They met yesterday and nixed President Mun Choi's proposal to begin 

classes 12 days early. 
They did, however, pass a recommendation that classes be held online 

during the weeks after the Thanksgiving break. 
 

fm - Lincoln University will be in-person for fall sem 6/5  0330 mrj 

Lincoln University in Jefferson City is planning for in-person classes this fall. 
Details are still being worked out on safety measures for shared spaces like 

dining halls, classrooms, and residence halls and more information will be 
made available on that later in the summer. 



In the event of worsening conditions regarding COVID-19, the university 
does have a backup plan in place to resume remote learning.  
 

am/fm - More layoffs & furloughs at Mizzou 6/7  0057 mrj 
More layoffs, furloughs, and pay cuts are happening at Mizzou. 

According to the Human Resource Service website for MU, 117 have been 
laid off and 2,129 have now been furloughed. 

Those layoffs and furloughs have saved $7.29 million. 
Mizzou athletics is making cuts as well. 

Employees making $60,000 or more will have their pay cut 7.5% and those 
making $100,000 and up will see a 10% reduction, although those 

employees that voluntarily took pay cuts this spring won't see additional 
cuts. 

MU's fiscal year begins July 1st and budge officials have asked division fiscal 
officers to prepare for cuts of approximately 12.5% for the upcoming fiscal 

year. 
 

fm-CPS Choices For Upcoming Year mp 5:12 am 6/9/20 

The Columbia Public Schools Board of Education unveiled their updated 

COVID-19 plan for the upcoming school year at a meeting last (Monday) 
night. 

 The plan gives families a choice of regular, five days a week, in-person 
learning, or online learning. 

 Families will make their choice later this month, and will be able to switch at 
certain checkpoints throughout the year.  

For in-person classes, schools would follow social distancing measures that 
have the same students in the same classroom, day after day, creating a 

stable group. 
 They will not leave the classroom and they would also eat in the room. 

 Guardians will receive an email by June 22nd detailing what in-person and 
online learning will look like for the 2020-2021 school year.  
 

am/fm-MU In-Person Classes Start In Aug. mp 5:12 am 6/11/20 

The University of Missouri's 2020-2021 school year will begin with in-person 
classes as scheduled on August 24th.  

A system-wide email was sent out yesterday (Wednesday) from UM system 
president and MU interim chancellor Mun Choi. 

 Details are not yet formalized on new practices for personal health 
monitoring, social distancing and other precautions and will be announced at 

a later date.  
 

FM-BG Alerts Grad Attend Of Pos COVID mp 7:26 am 6/12/20 

The Bowling Green High School is alerting attendees of a graduation 
ceremony last Friday, that an individual who attended the ceremony has 



now developed symptoms of COVID-19 and meets the definition of a 
probable case.  

An email was sent out  from the Bowling Green High School Principal 
yesterday (Thursday). 

 The Pike County Health Department says attendees of the ceremony should 
monitor for symptoms 14 days after the event, which would be until Friday, 

June 19. 
 If you develop any symptoms, you need to report them to your healthcare 

provider.  
 

am/fm - MU Ag school cuts budget 6/14  0117 mrj 

Budget cuts continue at Mizzou and the College of Agriculture, Food and 
Natural Resources is the latest to feel the effects. 

According to the Human Resources website for the University of Missouri, 
budget actions for CAFNR announced Friday include phasing out the Food for 

the 21st Century program and reducing assigned space. 

Voluntary salary reductions for CAFNR administration, faculty and staff of up 
to 10% for 3 months is also part of the cuts expected to save $3 million. 

According to Mizzou, the Food for the 21st century program was established 
in 1984 and has supported a sustained effort in reproductive biology of 

livestock species and has created at the University of Missouri one of the 
largest groups of livestock reproductive biologists in the world. 
 

fm-CPS Graduation Dates mp 5:07 am 6/16/20  
In-person graduation ceremonies dates are being announced for the 

Columbia Public Schools.  
Rock Bridge is set for July 30th.  

Douglas High School on July 31.  
Hickman High School on August 1 and Battle High School on Sunday, August 

2nd.  
Graduates will be given 2 tickets for guests to attend inside the ceremony 

venue and 2 tickets for guests to watch a live feed of the ceremony in a 

separate overflow area at the school.  
The ceremonies can also be seen on CPS-TV and will be recorded for viewing 

at a later date. 
 

am/fm - Truman State to resume in-person classes 6/17  1309 mrj 

Truman State University in Kirksville is the latest college to announce in-
person classes this fall. 

The fall semester is scheduled to begin August 17th with in-person 
instruction ending on November 24 when all instructional hours will be met. 

Truman will not be taking Labor Day or mid-term breaks and will be 
practicing social distancing guidelines including the use of cloth face 

coverings by students, faculty and staff when social distancing is difficult.  



 

am/fm-MU Students Must Wear Facemasks mp 5:10 am 6/19/20 

When classes begin in August MU students will be required to wear face 

masks while indoors on campus while the coronavirus pandemic continues.  
UM System President Mun Choi confirmed the decision yesterday (Thursday) 

after a UM System Board of Curators meeting. 
 Choi says instructors will wear face shields, and that will allow students who 

are deaf or hard of hearing to better read instructors' lips. 
 A decision on whether the system's other 3 campuses will require students 

to wear face masks are not yet finalized. 
 

fm-MU New Chanc. Inclusion And Diversity mp 5:11 am 6/20/20 

The University of Missouri is announcing a new vice chancellor for Inclusion, 
Diversity and Equity.  

UM system president Mun Choi announced yesterday that Maurice Gipson 
will take over the role starting on July 15. 

 Gipson's past experience includes 2 years as a special assistant to the vice 

president for Diversity and Community Engagement at the University of 
Texas at Austin.  
 

fm-CPS Releases Plan Return Fall Classes mp 5:20 am 6/23/20 

Columbia Public Schools is laying out plans for a return to school in the fall 

amid COVID-19.  
 According to an email sent out to parents from the school yesterday 

(Monday) students will be assigned to stable groups and assemblies will no 
longer take place.  

Some physical education will be happening at desks in the classroom. 
 P.E. for elementary students will take place outside, when possible. 

 A survey was also sent out for families to choose whether students will go 
to class in person or continue online education this fall. 

  Families are asked to make a decision by Tuesday, June 30.   
 

fm-Lincoln U. Cutting Pos. Due To COVID mp 5:09 am 6/25/20 

Lincoln University is announcing they will cut 41 positions and employee pay 
will be reduced 2.5 percent in the coming fiscal year to make up for COVID-

19 related losses. 

 The University's Board of Curators approved the budget for fiscal year 2021 
this week. 

 The position cuts include 17 jobs that are currently filled and another 24 
that are vacant.  

Lincoln is estimating about 3 million dollars in savings in wages and another 
1 million dollars in benefits with the cuts compared to the fiscal 2020 

budget. 
 The pay cut will begin July 1 with the university's fiscal year.  



 

am/fm - Mexico Schools address petitions for Dixie Grays 6/29  1401 mrj 
Mexico Public Schools is addressing the online petitions regarding changing 

or leaving intact the name of the Mexico High Dixie Gray Marching Band. 
In a statement from the District, they say they are aware of the two 

petitions circulating on social media. 
The release goes on to state "Our mission is teaching, learning, caring.  We 

expect everyone in our district to respect one another, with an emphasis on 
equality, understanding, and compassion.  Mexico High values the diversity 

of our student population..." 

The complete release can be seen on our website at kxeo.com 

 

am/fm-Thermal Cams Callaway Co Schools mp 5:24 am 6/30/20 

Callaway County School districts maybe purchasing thermal cameras that 

could take multiple students' temperatures at once. 
 The money would come from CARES Act funding they were awarded. 

 According to reports the cameras could scan 30 faces at a time, and is 

equipped with an extra lens that is reading temperature. 
 From there a notification is sent to alert that there is someone with a 

potential temperature. 
 The cameras may be set up in all school districts in Callaway County. 
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am/fm-COVID-19 6:20 Update mp 5:34 am 4/1/20 

The White House is projecting a grim toll from the coronavirus.  

In the daily briefing yesterday scientists leading the administration's fight estimated the 

virus could kill between one hundred thousand and two hundred forty thousand Americans. 

 New data suggests as many as 25 percent of infected people may not show symptoms. 

 As of this morning the latest numbers show 188,592 cases of COVID-19 in the US, and 

4,056 deaths. 

In Missouri, Governor Parson says the Hearnes Center in Columbia is a potential location for 

alternate care facilities.  

During his press briefing yesterday, Parson said the National Guard has been working since 

last week to identify locations for the alternate care facilities. 

 

am/fm-SSM Accepting PPE, Medical Supp mp 6:17 am 4/1/20 

SSM Health St. Mary's Hospitals in Jefferson City and Mexico are now accepting donations of 

personal protective items and medical supplies, as well as cash donations.   

SSM is asking for safety reasons, all donated supplies should be unopened and in their 

original packaging.  

Priority needs include alcohol pad wipes, exam gloves, goggles, face shields and safety 

glasses, hand sanitizer, isopropyl alcohol, N95 Masks or N95 respirators, protective isolation 

gowns, sanitizing, bleach wipes, and thermometers. 

 For drop off information you can visit ssmhealth.com.  

 

am/fm-COVID-19 11:20 Update mp 11:12 am 4/2/20 

The global number of confirmed coronavirus cases edged toward 1 million and deaths 

neared fifth thousand as the outbreak continued to hit the United States and Europe 

especially hard. A record 6.6 million Americans applied for unemployment last week. 

 In Missouri no new positive cases of the coronavirus were reported in Boone County and 

Callaway County.  

And Governor Parson is saying COVID-19 has had serious impacts on the anticipated 

economic growth in the state, and now they are expecting serious revenue declines and 

estimates a 500 million dollar shortfall between now and the end of June.  

 

am/fm-COVID-19 6:20 Update mp 6:06 am 4/3/20 

 At least 245,573 Americans have infected with COVID-19, and all states but Wyoming have 

reported deaths. 

 The nation's top experts who have predicted at least one hundred thousand Americans may 

die are saying aggressive social distancing measures are now more important than ever. 

 Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases said 

at this point all states should issue stay-at-home orders. 

 Missouri is one of ten states that have not issued the stay-at-home order. 

 As of yesterday the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services reported 1,834 

positive cases of COVID-19 in the state which is up more than 253 cases reported on 

Wednesday.  

There are 19 deaths totals deaths related to the coronavirus in Missouri.  

 

am/fm - MU Health Care COVID-19 testing results 4/3  1337 mrj 

MU Heath Care is now publishing COVID-19 testing numbers and hospital data on its 

website. 

As of 2:30 this (Friday) afternoon, MU Health Care has conducted 2,831 tests with 91 

positive cases. 

http://ssmhealth.com/


There were 4 inpatients that have tested positive and 7 more with results still pending. 

The data is for MU Health Care's 25-county service area, not just Boone County. 

The website is muhealth.org/coronavirus 

 

am/fm-COVID-19 6:20 Update mp 6:11 am 4/6/20 

 Health experts are urging Americans to continue to practice social-distancing saying the 

next 2 weeks will be crucial in the fight against the virus. 

 Vice Admiral Jerome Adams, the US surgeon general, likened the coming week to a Pearl 

Harbor or 9/11 moment saying it would be the hardest and the saddest week in most 

Americans' lives. 

 The number of cases nationwide as of yesterday (Sunday) climbed to at least 337,274 with 

at least 9,633 dead, according to data complied by Johns Hopkins University.  

In Missouri a state-wide stay at home order issued by the governor has started today. 

  As of yesterday the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services reported 2,367 

confirmed positive cases of COVID-19 in the state and 34 deaths related to the virus. 

 

am/fm-COIVD-19 11:20 Update mp 11:06 am 4/7/20 

Johns Hopkins University reports the United States have had 11,018 deaths from the 

coronavirus as of this morning. 

 Authorities have identified 369,000 COVID-19 cases throughout the US.  

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson is receiving standard oxygen treatment and is breathing 

without assistance.  

His spokesperson updated his condition today after Johnson was transferred to intensive 

care with the coronavirus yesterday. 

 Johnson's condition is listed as stable.  

In Missouri, Howard County is confirming its first case of COVID-19. 

  The Howard County Health Department says the case is currently under investigation.  

 

am/fm - Mo DOC inmates making masks 4/8  1428 mrj 

Inmates with the Missouri Department of Corrections are helping fight the coronavirus. 

Missouri Vocational Enterprise facilities are now making masks, gowns, and hand sanitizer. 

Masks are the most recent addition to the product line and are made following Missouri 

Department of Health & Senior Services guidelines. 

 

am/fm-MO Health Chief COVID Racial Data mp 5:11 am 4/9/20 

Missouri's Health Director is asking medical professionals to provide racial data about 

patients who become ill or die from COVID-19 as some black lawmakers are raising concern 

about the lack of information.  

Randall Williams said yesterday (Wednesday) the state has not released data about the race 

of people who test positive for the virus or who die from its complications, because 40 

percent of medical providers have not been reporting that information. 

 Williams said a directive was sent out yesterday (Wednesday) to reinforce they do want 

that demographic, because they think it is really important.  

According to data from the Associated Press of the nation's 13 thousand deaths almost 

3,300 or 42 percent were African Americans.  

 

fm-Pos. Case Of COVID CoMo Assist Living mp 5:01 am 4/10/20 

A positive case of COVID-19 is being reported at a Columbia assisted living facility. 

 Late in the afternoon yesterday (Thursday) Columbia/Boone Public Health was made aware 

of a positive COVID-19 case at Cedarhurst of Columbia assisted living center. 

  It is the only positive case of COVID-19 that has been reported at the facility at this time 

and Cedarhurst of Columbia is planning to test all residents and staff for the virus.  

http://muhealth.org/coronavirus


The resident who tested positive remains at the community quarantined in her own 

apartment and presently has no symptoms.  

 

am/fm-COVID-19 6:20 Update mp 5:55 am 4/11/20 

 The US recorded at least  2,074 deaths yesterday, the largest increase in coronavirus 

fatalities the country has seen since the beginning of the outbreak. 

 That brings the total number of reported deaths to 18,777.  

More than 501,560 people have tested positive, according to Johns Hopkins University's 

tally of cases in the US. 

 In Missouri the Department of Health Senior Services says there are 3,799 confirmed cases 

in the state and 96 deaths to the virus.  

The numbers were updated yesterday (Friday) afternoon.  

 

fm-Warrenton WalMart Emp Tests Pos COVID mp 6:14 am 4/13/20 

An employee at the Walmart in Warrenton is testing positive for COVID-19.  

The Warren County Health Department received confirmation of the positive case yesterday 

(Sunday) according to a press release.  

 The employee works at the Walmart pharmacy. 

 Health officials said potential exposure to the public was limited to only people who visited 

the Walmart pharmacy on April 1,2,3, or 5th. 

 Anyone who visited the pharmacy on those days is being asked to watch for fever, cough, 

sore throat, or shortness of breath developing within 14 days of their visit. 

 

am/fm-COVID-19 11:20 Update mp 5:42 am 4/14/20 

COVID-19 has infected more than 1.9 million people and killed at least 119,000 worldwide 

as of this morning according to Johns Hopkins University. 

 In the US the outbreak is stabilizing.  

According to the CDC director infections top 582,000 including more than 23,000 deaths. 

 In Missouri there are 4,388 confirmed cases in the state and 114 deaths to the virus.  

The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services updated the numbers on their 

website yesterday afternoon. 

 

fm-Miller Co. First Positive COVID Case mp 11:29 am 4/15/20  

The Miller County Health Center is announcing its first confirmed positive case of COVID-

19.  

 According to a news release this morning the individual is an adult male in their 30's. 

 They are currently in home isolation.  

 

am/fm-MU Health Care C19 Plasma Trial mp 10:02 am 4/16/20  

MU Health Care will join a select group of hospitals nationwide by participating in a clinical 

trial to determine whether plasma from those previously infected with novel coronavirus can 

benefit those currently fighting the virus.  

MU Health Care and more than 100 other hospitals nationwide have enrolled in the trial to 

help determine if this process can work against COVID-19. 

 Adults who have recovered from the coronavirus are encouraged to participate in this 

unpaid and voluntary program.  

For other eligibility requirements you can visit muhealth.org/coronavirus.  

 

am/fm-COVID-19 6:20 Update mp 5:44 am 4/17/20 

 Johns Hopkins University is reporting this morning that the coronavirus has killed at least 

146,000 worldwide.  

President Donald Trump has unveiled new guidelines to help states loosen restrictions. 

 He told governors it's their decision on when and how to reopen.  

http://muhealth.org/coronavirus


In Missouri Governor Parson has extended a stay at home order until May 3rd. 

 The original stay-at-home order went into effect on April 6th and was set to expire on April 

24th. 

 As of yesterday the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services reports 5,111 

confirmed cases in the state and 152 deaths to the virus 

 

AM/FM-1st Positive COVID-19 in Aud Co. mp 7:24 am 4/18/20 

The first positive case of COVID-19 is being reported in Audrain County.  

The Audrain County Health Department says the case is not travel-related and the patient is 

quarantined at home.  

The health department staff are working in coordination with the Missouri Department of 

Health and Senior Services to determine any close contacts of that individual who were 

possibly exposed. 

 If there were any, health officials will provide guidance to these individuals and monitor 

them closely for the development of symptoms. 

 

am/fm-SSM Expands Telehealth Options mp 11:11 am 4/20/20 

SSM Health is expanding telehealth options for patients. 

 SSM health says that they are keeping patients, care team and providers safe by offering 

the telehealth appointments, during which patients can speak with a doctor without leaving 

their home. 

 SSM Health patients who would like to schedule a telehealth visit should call their 

physician, or visit ssmhealth.com/find-a-doctor.  

 

am/fm-COVID-19 6:20 Update mp 6:07 am 4/21/20 

 COVID-19 has infected nearly 2.5 million people and killed at least 170,000 worldwide 

according to updated numbers this morning from Johns Hopkins University. 

 More than 42,000 people have died in the US. 

 Several states are reopening including Georgia, Tennessee, South Carolina, and other US 

states say some businesses could reopen soon with loosened social distancing rules. 

 In Missouri there are 5,807 confirmed cases in the state and 177 deaths to the virus 

according to the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services who updated their 

website yesterday afternoon. 

 

fm - Shelbina nursing home COVID patient recovers & is home 4/22  1335 mrj 

A resident of a Shelbina nursing facility has completely recovered from COVID-19 and is 

back home at the facility. 

The facility is still taking precautions such as screening staff and residents and not allowing 

visitors inside, however they can visit residents through the windows. 

 

fm-Moniteau Co. Spike In COVID Cases mp 5:10 am 4/23/20 

A recent spike in COVID-19 cases in Moniteau County is due to an outbreak at a food 

processing plant according to the Moniteau County Health Center.  

The health center currently reports 33 confirmed cases of which 4 have recovered and 21 

probable cases. 

 One county resident is hospitalized.  

 

am/fm-SSM Closing Some Clinics And Pharm. mp 5:30 am 4/23/20 

SSM Health is announcing the closure of several clinics and pharmacies in mid-Missouri. 

 The health system said it will close Fulton Family Medicine and walk-in clinic on April 30th, 

Vandalia  Clinic on May 29th the Jefferson City Clinic on August 28th along with Versailles 

Clinic in mid-September. 

http://ssmhealth.com/find-a-doctor


 The company also plans to close its Tipton pharmacy on April 30th and its Holts Summit 

pharmacy at the end this month. 

 SSM said in a statement these closings are unfortunate but necessary to improve 

operational efficiency and protect the overall health of the organization to provide continued 

exceptional service to communities.  

SSM owns hospitals in Jefferson City and Mexico.  

 

am/fm-SSM-Audrain COVID Testing Numbers mp 10:45 am 4/24/20 

SSM-Audrain is releasing testing numbers for COVID-19. 

 According to an email from SSM this morning 41 people have been tested at their drive-

thru testing site since it opened on April 6th. 

 SSM says it has tested a total of 76 people for the coronavirus including the testing site, 

Emergency Room and inpatient tests. 

 They have 0 pending tests and 0 positive results.  

 

fm-California MO Ret Home COVID Cases mp 5:03 am 4/25/20 

A California, Missouri nursing home is confirming that 2 residents and 2 employees have 

tested positive for COVID-19.  

According to the owner of Park Retirement Center West  as of yesterday one of the 

residents had been quarantined in their room, and another remained hospitalized.  

The 2 staff members were working with the resident that tested positive.  

The nursing home says as of 10 ago all residents have been quarantined to their rooms and 

have had no contact with people other than with staff.  

Also the residents are being served food off of paper products so there is no cross 

contamination. 

 

am/fm-SSM Announces Furloughs mp 11:25 am 4/27/20 

SSM Health is announcing furloughs for about 2,000 employees or 5 percent of their 

workforce across their 4 state health system. 

 According to an email from SSM sent out this morning additional employees will experience 

partial furlough through a reduction of hours.  

The furloughs are expected to last 13 weeks as SSM is experiencing financial challenges 

while investing in supplies and tools needed to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 SSM says executive compensation has been frozen and they are placing a hold on open 

positions that are non-critical and support functions have been reduced by 20% and 

discretionary expenses are frozen for the year.  

 

am/fm-COVID-19 6:20 Update mp 5:55 am 4/28/20 

Since January, health authorities have identified more than 988,000 COVID-19 cases 

throughout the United States with 56,253 deaths due to the virus. 

In Missouri Governor Mike Parson is laying out plans to reopen the state and all businesses 

on May 4th. As of yesterday afternoon the Missouri Department of Health and Senior 

Services is reporting 7,171 confirmed cases in the state and 288 deaths to the virus. 

 

am/fm-COVID-19 6:20 Update mp 5:38 pm 4/29/20 

According to the latest numbers from Johns Hopkins University this morning COVID-19 has 

infected more than 3.1 million people and killed at least 217,000 worldwide.  

According to the nation's leading epidemiologist Dr. Anthony Fauci a second round of the 

coronavirus is inevitable, however how bad it is will depend on the progress the US makes 

in the coming months. 

 Dr. Fauci says if all of the countermeasures are put into place to address the coronavirus 

we should do reasonably well, and if we do not we could be in for a bad fall and a bad 

winter. 



 As of yesterday afternoon the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services reports 

7,303 confirmed cases in the state and 314 deaths to the virus. 

 

am/fm-MU Health Care ER Patient Decline mp 10:54 am 5/1/20 

A decline in overall patients at the Emergency Room is being seen by MU Health Care. 

  Dr. Chris Sampson ER Physician with MU Health Care says it is hard to explain why.  

n-5-1-20-1 

Sampson says the number of COVID-19 patients at their drive-thru testing site has been 

declining recently as well.  

 

am/fm-COVID-19 6:20 Update mp 6:06 am 5/2/20 

 According to update numbers from Johns Hopkins University this morning more than 3.3. 

million people have been infected with the virus and 238,000 have been killed by COVID-19 

globally.  

More than half of the country is going into the first weekend with loosened coronavirus 

restrictions.  

In Missouri the Department of Health and Senior services reports as of yesterday afternoon 

there are 7,835 confirmed cases in the state and 337 deaths to the virus.  

 

AM/FM-MU Health Care Layoffs mp 4:59 am 5/2/20 

 MU Health Care is continuing to make cuts across five hospitals and over 40 clinics to 

adjust for lost medical revenue and state funding. 

 An email was sent out yesterday announcing 32 people were laid off bringing the total 

number of employees out of a job to 49.   

 As of yesterday, no furloughs have happened, about eight hundred thousand dollars of 

voluntary pay reductions have been taken by MU employees and 1.6 million of pay 

reductions have been taken from UM System leaders, administrators and other employees 

according to the University. 

 

AM/FM-Boone Co. COVID-19 Mobile Testing mp 5:03 am 5/4/20 

A mobile testing collaborative is underway this week in Boone County in an effort to 

increase testing for people with COVID-19.  

Columbia/Boone County Health and Human Services, Harry S. Truman Memorial Veteran's 

Hospital, MU Health Care and Boone Hospital will expand testing sites in Ashland, Centralia, 

Columbia, and Hallsville. 

The tests will be for people experiencing any symptoms associated with COVID-19. 

 No other criteria will be needed for testing at these events. 

Testing in Centralia starts today from 8 am until noon at the Centralia Town Square. 

 On Wednesday a mobile testing site will be at the Hallsville High School from noon until 

4pm.  

The program will expand to additional surrounding areas once it is established.  

 

am/fm-Largest 24 hour inc Mo COVID Cases mp 5:18 am 5/5/20 

The largest 24-hour increase in COVID-19 cases in Missouri since the pandemic began is 

being reported by the Missouri Department of Health Senior Services yesterday (Monday). 

 According to DHSS, 368 new cases of the coronavirus were reported yesterday (Monday).  

The news came on the same day the state began reopening.  

The total number of coronavirus cases in the state is at 8,574 with 358 deaths from the 

virus according to the latest numbers reported yesterday afternoon. 

 

am/fm - Boone Hospital data breach 5/5  1331 mrj 

Some patients at Boone Hospital may have had personal information exposed in a recent 

data breach. 



BJC Healthcare, the parent company of Boone Hospital suffered a data breach on March 6th. 

In a statement, BJC says that some patients' health insurance information and Social 

Security numbers, along with names and dates of birth were included in the breach. 

Patients with questions can call 866-423-7547 Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. until 

6:00 p.m. 

 

am/fm-CoMo Lab Offering Antibody Tests mp 5:11 am 5/6/20 

COVID-19 antibody tests will be offered to local businesses starting on Monday from a 

Columbia-based laboratory.  

Helix Speciality Diagnostics will offer the tests who are mainly intended for employers to 

determine if their employees are safe to return to work. 

The tests will cost one hundred dollars per person, and it takes about 3 days to get the 

results back.  

The antibody test can analyze a blood sample and determine if the person had previously 

been infected with the virus at the time of the testing.  

Helix will open a patient collection center in Columbia for now, however will consider 

opening other labs in Missouri if there is a demand.  

 

am/fm-COVID-19 6:20 Update mp 5:57 am 5/7/20 

 In the United States 73,000 deaths have been recorded due to the virus.  

Unemployment data is due out today and tomorrow and it could be the worst report since 

the 1930's. 

 President Trump called COVID19 the worst attack we have ever had.  

The president said yesterday this is worse than Pearl Harbor and the World Trade Center. 

 As of yesterday afternoon the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services reports 

9,102 confirmed cases in the state and 396 deaths to the virus. 

 

am/fm - Pike Co MO 1st COVID-19 Death 5/9  2000 mrj 

An elderly Pike County, Missouri woman who tested positive for the novel coronavirus on 

April 24th has now died. 

The Pike County Health Department made the announcement Friday evening. 

No other information was released. 

 

am/fm-COVID-19 6:20 Update mp 6:06 am 5/11/20 

 As of this morning more than 4 million cases and 280,000 deaths have been recorded 

worldwide, according to Johns Hopkins University, including nearly 80,000 deaths in the 

US.  

As of yesterday afternoon the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services report 

9,844 confirmed cases in the state and 482 deaths to the virus. 

 

am/fm-COVID-19 6:20 Update mp 6:07 am 5/12/20 

As of this morning over eighty thousand people have died in the US from the coronavirus 

according to Johns Hopkins University.  

The nations top epidemiologist Dr. Anthony Fauci will testify today before a Senate 

committee on the Trump administration's coronavirus response. 

 In Missouri Governor Mike Parson announced 74 new cases of COVID-19 yesterday. 

 It is the lowest daily increase in cases since mid-March.  

Missouri is also set to receive 4,000 vials of Remdesivir from the federal government. 

 The drug has shown promise to speed up the recovery of those with severe symptoms. 

 As of yesterday afternoon the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services reports 

9,918 cases in the state and 488 deaths to the virus. 

 

am/fm-COVID-19 11:20 Update mp 10:05 am 5/13/20 



As of this morning more than 4.2 million cases of COVID-19 have been recorded worldwide, 

including 291,000 deaths according to Johns Hopkins University. 

 Doctors treating the coronavirus are saying that this is not just a respiratory disease. 

 Doctors say other symptoms they are seeing include blood clots of all sizes throughout the 

body, kidney failure, heart inflammation and immune complications. 

 The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services reports that as of yesterday 

afternoon there are 10,006 confirmed cases in the state, and 524 deaths to the virus.  

 

am/fm-COVID-19 11:20 Update mp 7:28 am 5/14/20  

In the US, 1.4 million cases have been recorded and the death toll stands at more than 

84,000.  

Dr. Rick Bright, the ousted director of a crucial federal office charged with developing 

countermeasures to infectious diseases, will testify before Congress today. 

 Dr. Bright says the US will face unprecedented illness and fatalities without additional 

preparations to curb the coronavirus pandemic.  

As of yesterday afternoon the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services reports 

10,142 confirmed cases in the state and 542 deaths to the virus.  

 

am/fm-MO Receiving Antiviral Shipment mp 5:16 am 5/15/20  

Missouri will be receiving a shipment of 1,800 vials of Remdesivir this weekend for the 

state's 129 COVID-19 patients on ventilators.  

Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services Director Randall Williams made the 

announcement yesterday during the governor's daily press briefing. 

Remdisivir is an antiviral medication that has been approved in the U.S. to help treat 

patients with more severe symptoms of coronavirus. 

 Adding to the more than 300 vials Missouri received last week, Williams said the new 

shipment will be enough to treat every single patient on a ventilator in the state.  

 

FM-Moniteau Co First COVID Death mp 4:56 am 5/16/20  

The Moniteau County Health Center is reporting the first death of a Moniteau County 

resident due to COVID-19.  

 The resident was in their 90's. 

 The individual tested positive for COVID-19 on April 21st.  

 

fm-COVID-19 Statewide Numbers mp 5:20 am 5/18/20 

The Columbia/Boone County Health Department is reporting the largest jump in the number 

of COVID-19 cases since the middle of April. 

 Yesterday four new cases of the coronavirus were reported.  

The number of cases jumped from 79 to 83 from April 13th to April 14th. 

 As of yesterday afternoon the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services reported 

10,789 cases of COVID-19 in the state, and 594 deaths from the virus.  

In Missouri about 146,255 people have been tested. ` 

 

am/fm-COVID-19 11:20 Update mp 10:52 am 5/19/20 

More than 4.8 million cases of COVID-19 have been recorded worldwide, including 318,000 

deaths according to the latest numbers from Johns Hopkins University this morning. 

 Some positive news on the vaccine front as volunteers who received Moderna's COVID-19 

vaccine have had positive early results.  

The early data comes from the Phase 1 clinical trial, where dozens of people were 

vaccinated and 8 people developed neutralizing antibodies to the virus reaching or 

exceeding the levels seen in people who have naturally recovered from COVID-19.  

The USDA has cleared the company to begin Phase 2 trials. 



 As of yesterday afternoon the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services reported 

10,945 confirmed cases in the state and 605 deaths to the virus. 

 

FM-New Boone County C-19 Online Hub mp 5:15 am 5/20/20 

Columbia and Boone County leaders are announcing a new online hub for coronavirus data. 

 The new web page unveiled yesterday includes information on the number of patients in 

the hospital, cases by zip code, rolling averages and cases in nearby counties.  

The data will updated every weekday by 5pm. 

 You can view the new dashboard information on the city of Columbia's website.  

 

AM/FM-MU Drive Thr Test Closed Monday mp 9:05 am 5/21/20 

MU Health Care's drive-thru testing site for COVID-19 will be closed on Monday, May 25, in 

observance of Memorial Day.  

Patients who require immediate testing Monday can go to the emergency department at 

University Hospital or Women's and Children's Hospital. 

 The drive-thru testing site, will be open this weekend from 8 until noon, and will then re-

open on Tuesday and resume normal hours. 

 

am/fm-16 pos cases Aud Linked To Hog Op. mp 5:27 am 5/22/20 

16 of the 22 current active positive cases of COVID-19 in Audrain County are associated 

with workers at 2 hog feeding operations in Monroe and Audrain Counties according to the 

Audrain County Health Department.  

The Iowa-based Brenneman Pork has around 30 employees in Paris and Thompson. 

 According to Audrain County Health Department the surge in cases in the county came 

from Brenneman Pork employees living in a Mexico mobile home park on Highway 15 who 

work at the nearby feeding operations. 

Health officials report all of the Brenneman Pork employees who have tested positive for 

COVID-19 are self-isolating at home or are under quarantine orders and neighbors of the 

trailer park and the 2 hog operations should not have any concerns, as long as they follow 

preventive guidelines by the CDC.   

 

am/fm-Medicaid Exp mp 5:22 am 5/23/20 

An initiative regarding Medicaid expansion in Missouri will appear on the November ballot.  

Secretary of State Jay Ashcroft approved the certified initiative yesterday (Friday).  

 341,440 signatures were submitted on May 1st.  

 

am/fm - COVID cases in MO 5/24  0103 mrj 

As of yesterday afternoon at 2:00, Missouri Department of Health & Senior Services is 

reporting 11,752 cases of the novel coronavirus in the state. 

676 deaths have been attributed to COVID-19 statewide. 

St. Louis County leads the state with 4,434 cases while Audrain County leads the state in 

the percentage of increase in cases over the last week at 153.85% 

 

AM/FM-Expanded COVID Testing In MO mp 5:00 am 5/25/20  

An effort for expanded COVID-19 testing in Missouri will get underway this week. 

 Governor Mike Parson says the plan is to reach 7,500 tests per day. 

 In Columbia testing will be done at the Hickman High School on June 1st and 2nd.  

The only requirement to be tested is to be a Missouri resident. 

 The testing is free and online pre-registration is encouraged before going to the testing 

site.  

 

am/fm-MO Health Dir Issues Warning mp 5:11 am 5/26/20 



The Missouri Health director is issuing a warning to the public after hundreds of people 

gathered at the Lake of the Ozarks over the weekend garnering national attention. 

 Dr. Randall Williams, director of the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, 

released his statement yesterday after a video on social media showed large crowds not 

practicing social distancing at the Lake of the Ozarks over the holiday weekend.  

Dr. Williams reminded Missourians that the coronavirus is still here and violating the social 

distancing guidelines could have a long-lasting and tragic impact.  

As of yesterday morning Missouri has reported 11,988 positive cases and 681 deaths.  

 

am/fm-2 Test Positive At Ful St. Hosp mp 5:15 am 5/27/20 

2 staff members at the Fulton State Hospital have tested positive for COVID-19. 

 According to the Missouri Department of Mental Health they were the second and third 

positive results among hospital staff. 

 A spokesperson for the department said they were notified of the cases on Sunday. 

No Fulton patients have tested positive. 

 Callaway County reported 4 new COVID-19 cases over the weekend. 

 It is not known if these cases are included in that total.  

 

am/fm-Testing Begins At MO Vet Homes mp 6:32 am 5/28/20 

Residents and staff in all of Missouri's veterans homes will be tested for COVID-19. 

 Governor Mike Parson made the announcement yesterday as part of the state's 

comprehensive testing strategy called sentinel testing.  

Testing in Mexico will be conducted next week, and in the remaining facilities the following 

weeks. 

 Homes located in St. Louis and Cameron began testing this week. 

 

am-COVID-19 11:20 Update mp 11:11 am 5/29/20 

 In Missouri as of yesterday afternoon there are 12,673 confirmed cases in the state and 

707 deaths to the virus.  

Four new cases of COVID-19 being reported in Audrain County yesterday (Thursday) by the 

Audrain County Health Department. 

 According to the health department 47 of the 73 cases in the county are active, with 26 

cases recovering and 12 tests results are pending.  

A total of 738 individuals have been tested in the county.  

Free drive thru testing will conclude at the Presser Arts Center parking lot located at 900 

South Jefferson Street in Mexico this afternoon from 2 until 5.  

No doctor's order or appointment is required.  

 

am/fm-MO Abortion Clinic Remain Open mp 5:15 am 5/30/20  

Missouri's only abortion clinic will remain open. 

 In the ruling yesterday by the Missouri Administrative Hearing Commissioner states that 

Planned Parenthood is entitled to renewal of the abortion facility license and that the state 

only identified two causes to deny the license and that Planned Parenthood had substantially 

complied with state law. 

The Attorney General's office is reviewing the ruling and could ask a court to overturn the 

decision. 

 

am/fm - Statewide COVID numbers from 5/30 5/31  0014 mrj 

The number of positive COVID-19 cases in Missouri is approaching 13,000. 

According to the Missouri Department of Health & Human Services, as of 2:00 yesterday 

afternoon Missouri has 12,962 cases, a 1% increase from Friday. 

771 deaths have been reported in the state. 



Over the 7 day period from May 23rd to yesterday, Pike county has seen a 35.7% increase 

in cases from 14 to 19, Adair county cases are up 27.5% from 40 to 51, Boone county has 

seen a 23.4% increase, going from 115 cases last Saturday to 142 yesterday, and Audrain 

county has seen a 7-day increase of 19.6% from 66 to 79 as of 2:00 yesterday afternoon. 

 

fm-Many Soldiers Test Positive Ft. Lenwd. mp 5:13 am 6/1/20 

Almost 70 cases of COVID-19 is being reported on the base of Fort Leonard Wood.  

 A press release yesterday (Sunday) said the results came after about 500 soldiers and 

trainees were tested over a 2 day period.   

Affected individuals have been isolated or quarantined as appropriate and in accordance 

with CDC guidelines.  

 In addition, all impacted buildings, dining facilities and training areas within the unit area 

have been sanitized in accordance with CDC guidelines.  

 

am-COVID-19 11:20 Update mp 11:03 am 6/2/20 

 According to the latest numbers from the Missouri Department of Health and Senior 

Services, there are 13,327 confirmed cases in the state and 775 deaths to the virus. 

 Audrain County had it's first COVID-19 related death yesterday.  

The Audrain County Health Department released the information and say out of respect for 

privacy, they will not be releasing any further information regarding the patient. 

 According to the health department Audrain County has had 89 confirmed cases with 37 

active cases, 6 hospitalized, and 52 recoveries.  

11 test results are pending. 

The Presser Performing Arts Center parking lot will once again host a free-drive thru COVID-

19 testing this afternoon from 2 until 5. The testing will be conducted by the Arthur 

Community Health Center and a doctor's order is not needed. 

 

am/fm - 1st reported case of COVID-19 in pet dog 6/3  1359 mrj 

Officials at the USDA National Veterinary Services Laboratories  are reporting the first 

known case of COVID-19 in a pet dog. 

The German shepherd in New York State is expected to make a full recovery and was tested 

after showing signs of respiratory illness. 

One of the dog's owners tested positive for the novel coronavirus prior to the dog showing 

symptoms. 

According to the USDA, animal testing does not reduce the availability of tests for humans. 

Based on the limited information known, the risk of animals spreading the virus to humans 

is low. 

 

am/fm - No pediatric oncology at Women's & Children's hospital 6/4  0340 mrj 

MU Women's and Children's Hospital in Columbia is closing their oncology clinic. 

A physician leaving is the cause of the closure, effective July 31st. 

Hospitals in St. Louis or Kansas City are the closest options for families with pediatric cancer 

patients. 

MU says they are recruiting for a new pediatric oncologist but it could be some time before 

the process is complete. 

 

am/fm - 2nd COVID death in Boone County 6/5  0318 mrj 

A second death from COVID-19 is being reported in Boone County. 

In a press release from the City of Columbia, the number of cases in Boone County has 

risen to 169 with 36 active cases and 131 released from isolation. 

No other information was released on the second death. 

The first death in the state was also Boone County's first death on March 18. 

 



AM/FM - Sat. Covid Update 6/6  507am   MD 

The Audrain County Health Department reported 3 more cases of Covid-19 yesterday for a 

total of 111. 44 of those are active cases with 7 hospitalizations.  

Boone County has 8 new cases, with 40 current active cases. Boone has seen a total of 177 

incidents of Covid, with 135 people now released from isolation.  

Full services for residential trash collection and curbside recycling are planned to resume in 

Columbia on Monday (June 8). 

Meanwhile for those wanting to get tested, several opportunities this weekend. 

SSM Audrain is doing drive-thru testing for pre-op patients only and with a doctor's order 

this morning from 8 until 9. 

The Arthur Center is having a drive-thru testing site Sunday afternoon at Presser Performing 

Arts Center from 2 until 4. No doctor's order is required. 

In Boone County, MU's drive through testing site is open this morning from 8 until noon 

on  the Hearnes Center parking lot behind the football field. No doctor's order is required. 

Boone Hospital's drive through site is open this morning from 8 until noon. 

 

am/fm-Testing Sites For Week Of June 8th mp 11:03 am 6/8/20 

A list of COVID-19 testing sites for this week is being provided by the Audrain County Health 

Department. 

 The SSM Drive-Thru is open from Monday through Friday from 9 am until 1pm.  

A doctor's order is required. 

 On Tuesday and Friday the Arthur Center will be conducting testing at the Presser 

Performing Arts, no order is required. 

 In Boone County MU Health Care has a drive thru from 8 am until 7pm, located in the 

Hearnes Center parking lot behind the football field.  

No doctor's order is required. At Boone Hospital a drive thru is open Monday through Friday 

from 8am until 4:30pm.  

 

fm-Boone Co Seeing Increase In COVID mp 5:19 am 6/9/20 

Boone County is seeing an increase in COVID-19 cases. 

 The Columbia/Boone County Health and Human Services Information Hub, shows there are 

currently 40 active cases in Boone County.  

The health department has reported 39 new cases in the last 7 days. 

 In the last 2 weeks, Boone County has added 72 new COVID-19 cases, the most reported 

in a 2 week period there since the start of the pandemic. 

 

AM/FM-ACHD Daily Briefing mp 4:59 am 6/10/20  

One new case of COVID-19 being reported in Audrain County yesterday afternoon.  

According to the Audrain County Health Department there are now 32 active cases in the 

county. 

 It brings the total to 118 cases with 85 recoveries and 1 death. 

 So far 2,035 county residents have been tested for COVID-19 and 1917 of those tests were 

negative.  

 

am/fm-Arthur Center Dr Thru Tests Aud Co mp 9:55 am 6/11/20 

Almost twelve hundred people have now been tested by the Arthur Community Health 

Center at various drive thru testing sites through out Audrain County over the past several 

weeks. 

 CEO Terry Mackey says the expanded testing was made possible through a one hundred 

eighty thousand dollar federal grant.  

n-6-11-20-1 

Mackey says each COVID-19 test costs about one hundred dollars.  

n-6-11-20-2 



Mackey says tests are sent to a lab in Lenexa, Kansas and normally takes a couple of days 

to get results back. 

 The Arthur Community Center will conduct more free drive-thru COVID-19 testing 

tomorrow (Friday) at the Presser Arts Center parking lot in Mexico from 2pm until 4pm no 

doctors order is required.  

 

am/fm-MU Health Care Data Breach mp 5:23 am 6/12/20 

MU Health Care reporting a data breach last fall involving patient information. 

 In a release yesterday MU Health Care said there is no indication patients' information has 

been misused. 

 It is providing complimentary credit monitoring service to those whose Social Security 

numbers were compromised, and is implementing additional security measures to its email 

protocol.  

On September 21, MU Health Care learned an unauthorized person potentially gained access 

to the emails of some MU students affiliated with the health system and created a third-

party email using the same username and password as their MU accounts.  

 

AM/FM-ACHD Daily Briefing mp 4:58 am 6/15/20 

No new cases of COVID-19 reported in Audrain County yesterday (Sunday). 

 According to the Audrain County Health Department of the 122 total positive cases in the 

county there have been 103 recoveries and one death. 

 There are still 18 active cases in the the county.  

The latest numbers were updated by the health department yesterday (Sunday) morning at 

11.  

 

AM/FM-ACHD Daily Briefing mp 5:02 am 6/16/20 

Active cases of COVID-19 in Audrain County continue to decrease. 

 No new cases of COVID-19 in the county as of yesterday (Monday) and 11 more cases 

have made a total recovery since the last report on Sunday.  

According to the Audrain County Health Department there are now only 7 active cases.  

In total there have been 122 total positive cases of COVID-19 in the county with 114 

recoveries and 1 death.  

 

am/fm-Vandalia Prison 14 COVID Cases mp 6:14 am 6/18/20 

The Women's prison in Vandalia is testing all offenders and staff for COVID-19, after 14 

positive cases.  

 According to the Audrain County Health Department 7 staff and 7 offenders have tested 

positive as of yesterday. 

 About 700 staff and offenders remain to be tested, which will be completed today 

(Thursday).  

Of the 14 cases found so far, 2 staff cases do not reside in Audrain County, and one was 

diagnosed earlier.  

All cases have been quarantined as appropriate and no close contacts have tested positive.  

In Audrain County there are currently 15 active cases with 117 recoveries and one death.  

 

am/fm-Fake Dr. Signs Med Mar Paperwork mp 5:16 am 6/22/20 

Around 600 patients seeking a medical marijuana license will have to re-file their paperwork 

after it was discovered it was signed by a fake doctor. 

  The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services said in a news release that there is 

no evidence to indicate the affected patients were aware the physician listed was not the 

physician who met with them.  



 In a statement to the Springfield News-Leader a spokesperson for the Department of 

Health and Senior Services said the department would not comment on who was being 

impersonated. 

 The affected patients will be notified and given 30 days to submit a valid certificate before 

their license is revoked.  

The agency also said it has referred the case to the Attorney General's Office and the 

Missouri Board of Healing Arts for further action.  

 

am/fm-ACHD Daily Brief 6/23/20 mp 10:46 am 6/23/20 

One new case of COVID-19 being reported in Audrain County this (Tuesday) morning. 

 According to the health department's release of 10:30 this morning Audrain County has 

had 137 total positive cases of the COVID-19.  

16 cases remain active with one recovery since the last report yesterday (Monday) 

afternoon.  

In total there have been 120 total recoveries with 1 death.  

 

am/fm-ACHD Daily Briefing 6/24/20 mp 11:26 am 6/24/20 

No new cases of COVID-19 in Audrain County as of 11 am this (Wednesday) morning. 

 According to the Audrain County Health Department there are still 16 active cases in the 

county. 

 Of the 137 total positive cases, 120 have made recoveries with 1 death.  

 

am/fm-MO Only Abort Clinic Gets License mp 5:37 pm 6/25/20 

Missouri's  only abortion clinic now has a license to operate after a year long legal battle. 

 The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services issued the license to Planned 

Parenthood today (Thursday).  

A lawsuit was brought last year after Missouri Health's Department declined to renew the 

clinic's license, which meant the clinic would not have been allowed to provide abortions.  

The state's Administrative Hearing Commission ruled last month that the health department 

was wrong not to renew the clinic's license.  

Another inspection was conducted at the St. Louis clinic before the license was issued 

today.   

 

am/fm-ACHD Daily Briefing mp 10:17 am 6/26/20 

One new active case of COVID-19  being reported in Audrain County today (Friday). 

  According to the Audrain County Health Department as of 10 this morning there are now 

16 active cases. 

 Of the 138 confirmed positive cases, 121 cases have recovered with one death.  

 

am/fm-COVID-19 Update mp 5:08 am 6/29/20 

Eleven new cases of COVID-19 being reported in Boone County yesterday (Sunday). 

  According to the Boone County Health Department this brings the total to 101. 

  The current total positive cases in Boone County stands at 353.  

 The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services reported an increase of over 300 

cases of COVID-19 in the state since Saturday afternoon.  

 

am/fm-MVH Mex Starts Outside Visits mp 10:06 am 6/29/20 

The Missouri Veteran's Home in Mexico still has no positive cases of COVID-19 at their 

facility. 

 Administrator Aleisha Edwards says all residents and staff were tested at the beginning of 

the month. 

n-6-29-20-1 



Edwards says last they also have started outdoor visits, however can not speak as to when 

they will reopen inside visits.  

n-6-29-20-2 

Edwards says to schedule an outside visit you can call the home for guidelines.  
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FM-MUPD Warns Of COVID Scams mp 4:56 am 4/1/20 

The University of Missouri Police Department is warning of potential scams related to 

COVID-19. 

  In a press release yesterday (Tuesday) the department says to be on the look out for 

testing scams that involve fake-at-home test kits or fraudulent door-to-door tests.  

Treatment scams that involve fake cures, vaccines or other unproven treatments for the 

coronavirus. 

 Also investment scams that involve fake stocks or products claiming to offer investment 

opportunities for COVID-19 treatments. 

 The MU Police Department says they have not received any reports of scams yet, and 

people should keep in mind if an offer sounds too good to be true it probably is.  

 

fm - Hwy 100 bridge to be replaced 4/2  1313 mrj 

A bridge on Governor Mike Parson's Focus on Bridges Program is slated for replacement this 

summer. 

The Highway 100 bridge over Shawnee Creek in Osage County, built in 1947, will be 

replaced with a new $708,000 structure. 

The low bid was submitted by Mera Excavating. 

Highway 100 will be closed for up to 3 months during the work...no start date has been 

announced. 

The bridge is located west of Morrison. 

 

am/fm-Gov Issues Statewide Stay-Home Ord mp 5:01 am 4/4/20 

A statewide stay-at-home order for the entire state of Missouri will begin Monday, April 6th 

at 12:01 am.  

 Governor Mike Parson made the announcement at his daily media briefing yesterday.  

The order will last until Friday, April 24th at 11:59.  

 The order requires individuals currently living in the state to avoid leaving their homes.  

No social gatherings of more than 10 people.  

 All public and charter schools must remain closed throughout the order's time frame.  

 Any entity that does not employ individuals who are essential workers should follow social 

distancing limitations. 

  Any entity that does employ individuals who are essential workers and that has retail sales 

to the public should limit the number of individuals in any retail location. 



 The order does not prohibit people in Missouri from accessing essential services, like 

grocery stores, gas stations, banks, or taking part in outdoor recreation with proper social 

distancing.  

 

am/fm-Essential Businesses mp 5:02 am 4/6/20 

Missouri is officially under a stay at home order that began today. 

 The order was signed by Governor Mike Parson and runs through April 24th, however may 

be extended by the Department of Health and Senior Services.  

The Department of Homeland Security categorizes the following as essential businesses. 

Health care or public health, law enforcement, first responders, food and agriculture, 

energy, water and wastewater, transportation and logistics. 

Public works and infrastructure support services, communications and information 

technology, critical manufacturing, hazardous materials workers, community or government 

based operations and essential functions. 

 Financial, chemical, defense and and industrial workers, residential and shelter facilities, 

and hygiene products and services.  

 

am/fm - USDA warns COVID patients distance from pets 4/6  1412 mrj 

The USDA is advising anyone that is sick with COVID-19 to restrict contact with animals. 

The recommendation is out of an abundance of caution after a tiger at the Bronx Zoo was 

diagnosed with the virus that causes COVID-19 in humans over the weekend. 

There is no evidence at this time to indicate that any animals, pets or otherwise, can 

transmit the virus to humans. 

 

am/fm - Callaway County wi-fi hotspots 4/7  1410 mrj 

Students and employees working from home have new free wi-fi hotspots in Callaway 

County. 

Callabyte Technology has installed 8 free wi-fi hotspots throughout the county and is hoping 

to add more. 

The locations so far are at New Bloomfield Elementary, Holts Summit Civic Center, Hams 

Prairie Store, Kingdom City City Hall, Callaway Electric Cooperative, and Hermann City Hall 

in Gasconade County. 

The hotspots allow those with limited internet access to be able to complete work 

assignments or homework. 

 

am/fm - Celebrating Easter safely 4/8  1344 mrj 

The Shelby County Health Department is offering suggestions on ways to celebrate Easter 

and Passover safely amid the COVID-19 crisis. 

Their suggestions to "Stay & Pray" include looking for alternative Easter or Passover 

services online or on TV, celebrating with family by phone or social media, and cook 

traditional foods at home and eat dinner together with other family members by 

teleconference. 

They also say that the next 2 weeks are critical for people to follow proper handwashing 

techniques, social distancing, and only leaving the house for essential functions. 

 

am/fm - Elk hunts return to MO 4/9  1345 mrj 

Elk hunting is making a return to Missouri this fall, according to the Missouri Department of 

Conservation. 

An archery season will be held October 17-25 and a nine-day firearms season December 12-

20. 

Permit applications will be accepted during the month of May and will cost $10. 

Permits will be awarded on a lottery system and if selected, applicants will need to pay $50 

for the permit fee. 



More information can be found on the Conservation Department's website at mdc.mo.gov. 

 

am/fm - Gov Parson orders schools closed 4/9  1515 mrj 

In a Facebook post this afternoon, Governor Mike Parson is ordering all public and charter 

schools in Missouri to close for the rest of the academic year. 

The recommendation was made after consulting with the Missouri Department of 

Elementary & Secondary Education and superintendents from around the state. 

Nutrition services and child care that are outlined in the stay at home order can continue 

and Parson encourages schools to continue remote learning for students until the last day of 

school originally set on their calendar.  

 

am/fm - Bridge outside Paris reopens 4/10  1309 mrj 

A bridge in Monroe County on Governor Mike Parson's Focus on Bridges Program is now 

fixed. 

The Highway 24 bridge over Middle Fork Salt River just west of Paris has been rehabilitated 

and is now open to traffic. 

Work began on the 52-year old structure on January 29th. 

Additional clean-up work off the roadway may continue for a bit longer. 

Crews are also prepping Highway 24 for resurfacing this summer. 

39 miles of the roadway from Monroe City to the Randolph County line will be resurfaced in 

a $7.2 million project. 

 

am/fm - Mo Blood bank needs plasma from COVID-19 recovered pts 4/12  0141 mrj 

A blood bank with locations in Missouri and other midwestern states is looking for plasma 

from patients who have recovered from the novel coronavirus. 

Mississippi Valley Blood Center said Friday that they are looking for patients who have been 

symptom-free for at least 28 days. 

The therapy the plasma is being used for has been used in the past during the 1918 Flu 

pandemic, and more recently has been used to treat Ebola patients along with SARS and 

H1N1 victims. 

 

am/fm-Unemployment Checks mp 5:04 am 4/13/20 

Some people who applied for unemployment will be getting their $600 federal pandemic 

unemployment payment this week according to the Missouri Department of Labor. 

  The money is a federal supplement to unemployment benefits from the state for the next 

4 months. 

 Missouri Department of Labor has not given an estimation on when independent 

contractors will see their benefits. 

 On its website, the department says they received guidance from the Federal Department 

of Labor on those who were not eligible for regular unemployment on April 5th and will need 

more time to effectively set-up programming to implement the new federal law. 

 Over two hundred thousand Missourians have applied for unemployment benefits since the 

middle of March with 84 percent of those claims related to COVID-19.  

 

am/fm-Stimulus Checks And IRS Website mp 11:33 am 4/15/20 

Almost 80 million people are estimated to receive their stimulus checks from the federal 

government today (Wednesday).  

The U.S. Department of Treasury and IRS launched the "Get My Payment" website today. 

 The first payments from the relief package are set to go to people who filed their tax 

returns the last 2 years and who have allowed the IRS to make direct deposits. 

 For those who did not provide their banking information on their return for direct deposit, 

the new website will help you receive your money.  

http://mdc.mo.gov/


The website will have have you submit your social security number, date of birth and 

mailing address, and will also give people a chance to submit their bank account information 

if they want the money to be deposited directly.  

 

am/fm - Gov Parson extends stay at home order 4/16  1507 mrj 

In his daily press conference this afternoon, Governor Mike Parson extends the stay-at-

home order for Missouri. 

The order is being extended until Sunday, May 3rd. 

Additionally, Governor Parson said that projected numbers for positive cases of the novel 

coronavirus in Missouri were much worse than what is actually happening and that the stay-

at-home order is working. 

Parson outlined a plan on re-opening Missouri for business, including rapidly expanding 

testing capacity, expand Missouri's reserves of PPE, continue to monitor and expand hospital 

capacity as needed, and improve the ability to predict outbreaks. 

The use of Missouri-specific data will drive the approach to re-open Missouri. 

 

fm - Sewer work in Moberly 4/19  0131 mrj 

Sewer work in Moberly tomorrow (Monday) will close a section of North Buchanan for the 

day. 

According to the City of Moberly, work will begin on the sewer line at 8:00 a.m. and should 

be complete by 5:00 p.m., although could stretch into Tuesday as well. 

North Buchanan north of Highway 24 to Hunthause Road will be closed. 

 

am/fm-Gov To Reopen Econ May 4th mp 4:59 am 4/25/20 

Governor Mike Parson is extending the state emergency declaration for the state until June 

15th, and plans to begin reopening Missouri May 4th. 

 In the governor's daily press briefing yesterday Parson says the extension of the 

emergency declaration is not an extension of the stay-at-home order and will allow room to 

adjust to reopening. 

 Parson says next week he will introduce Missouri's reopening plan, including guidelines of 

small and large businesses and retail manufacturing.  

 

am/fm - MSHP Allows CDL written testing again 4/26  0056 mrj 

The Missouri State Highway Patrol is set to resume CDL written testing tomorrow in certain 

locations. 

In the Troop F area, tests will be given Monday through Friday in Mexico, Jefferson City, 

Owensville, and Columbia. 

Tests will be given to those applicants with essential needs and social distancing measures 

will need to be followed at the test sites. 

In Mexico, tests will be given from 9:30 to 4 at the Courthouse Annex on North Jefferson 

Street and in Owensville, tests will be given from 9:45 to 4 at the VFW. 

  Both of these locations close from noon until 1. 

In Columbia, tests will be given at the Vandiver Drive license bureau location from 8 to 5 

and in Jefferson City, they will be done from 8 to 5 at the Driver License & Vehicle 

Registration Office on Southridge. 

 

am/fm - Mo Natl Guard helps transport aid 4/28  1403 mrj 

The Missouri National Guard is providing transportation of critical equipment throughout the 

state in coordination with the State Emergency Management Agency. 

Critical medical equipment, testing supplies, and personal protective equipment located in 

SEMA warehouses are among the items being sent to hospitals, testing sites, and other 

locations when primary transportation options are not available. 

Members from around the state are activated and are part of Task Force Bear. 



 

am/fm-MSHP Resuming All Dr Test May 4th mp 10:12 am 4/30/20 

The Missouri Highway Patrol will resume all drivers written tests and driver exams starting 

Monday, May 4th. 

 This will include written testing for all classes of licenses and commercial driver license 

testing. 

 Non-CDL road testing is not included in this phase. 

 CDL skills tests can conducted for applicants with essential needs. 

 Precautions will be taken with masks and sanitizer.  

 

fm - Moberly aquatic center closed for 2020 4/30  1340 mrj 

Moberly Parks and Rec is announcing plans for the 2020 aquatic center season. 

After a meeting today (Thursday), the Moberly Parks and Recreation Board made the 

decision to not open the Aquatic Center for the 2020 season. 

The decision was based on the guidance of city staff and the aquatic industry. 

 

am/fm - Capitol dome to be lit blue 5/1  1337 mrj 

The dome atop Missouri's Capitol building will be blue through Sunday night. 

The special lighting is in honor of those peace officers in Missouri who have died in the line 

of duty. 

This year's law enforcement memorial ceremony had to be canceled due to COVID-19, but a 

small gathering took place last (Thursday) night at the memorial on the north side of the 

Capitol. 

Two names were added to the memorial wall this year, Chief Wayne M. Diedenberg of the 

Lakeshire Police Department and Officer Michael V. Langsdorf of the North County Police 

Cooperative. 

 

am/fm - Road work in Audrain & Montgomery counties 5/3  0101 mrj 

Road work in Audrain and Montgomery Counties this week will likely lead to traffic delays. 

Work is expected to begin tomorrow on the initial phase of resurfacing Highway 19 from 

Scott's Corner north to Basinger Corner. 

Pavement repairs will be made in the initial phase which should last until mid-May followed 

by a break and then paving should begin in August and be complete by the end of 

September. 

In Montgomery County, starting tonight at 7 and continuing through Thursday morning at 7, 

the southbound lane of Highway 19 on the bridge over I-70 at New Florence will be closed 

for bridge maintenance. 

The road will be open during daylight hours, but will have a 10 foot width restriction.   

Southbound lane work will take place again May 11-13 followed by northbound lane work 

May 13-15.  

 

AM/FM-Boone Co. COVID-19 Mobile Testing mp 5:03 am 5/4/20 

A mobile testing collaborative is underway this week in Boone County in an effort to 

increase testing for people with COVID-19.  

Columbia/Boone County Health and Human Services, Harry S. Truman Memorial Veteran's 

Hospital, MU Health Care and Boone Hospital will expand testing sites in Ashland, Centralia, 

Columbia, and Hallsville. 

The tests will be for people experiencing any symptoms associated with COVID-19. 

 No other criteria will be needed for testing at these events. 

Testing in Centralia starts today from 8 am until noon at the Centralia Town Square. 

 On Wednesday a mobile testing site will be at the Hallsville High School from noon until 

4pm.  

The program will expand to additional surrounding areas once it is established.  



 

am/fm - Railroad crossing to be closed in Paris 5/4  1427 mrj 

MoDot is announcing a road closure in Paris for Thursday and Friday this week. 

Weather permitting, Highway 15 will be closed at the railroad crossing for railroad repairs 

both days. 

The work will have Highway 15 closed from 7:30 Thursday morning until 5:30 Friday 

evening. 

Motorists will need to use alternate routes.  

 

fm-Boone Hosp Patient Privacy Incident mp 5:06 am 5/6/20 

BJC Health Care the parent company of Boone Hospital is mailing letters to patients whose 

information might have been exposed in a recent incident involving unauthorized access to 

employee email accounts. 

BJC identified suspicious activity on March 6th within three employee email accounts, 

according to a news release.  

The hospital system worked with a computer forensic firm for the investigation. 

 Patients with questions can 866-423-7547 Monday through Friday from 8 am to 6 pm.  

 

fm - Moberly boil order 5/6  1357 mrj 

Water main work in Moberly is resulting in a boil advisory for part of the city. 

Residents in the 600 & 700 blocks of McKinley are advised to boil water used for human 

consumption for at least three minutes. 

The advisory expires Friday evening at 5:00. 

 

am/fm-MO State Fair & County Fair Plans mp 5:21 am 5/7/20 

Discussions regarding possible changes to the Missouri State Fair and local fairs are ongoing 

with State Fair Board of Directors and Governor Mike Parson.  

The Missouri State Fair is scheduled for August, however with health concerns surrounding 

the coronavirus, questions remain whether the fair will or should go on as planned.  

Governor Parson said during his press briefing yesterday an evaluation on fair plans would 

happen around the first of June.  

When asked about recommendations for county fairs, Parson said "Everybody's going to 

have to adapt to something differently than what we did before this all started and the first 

couple of weeks of May will be critical to see really how things open up for June and July." 

 

am/fm - Miss America & Miss Mo both postponed for 2020 5/8  1400 mrj 

The Miss Missouri Scholarship Organization is announcing yet another postponement. 

The Miss Missouri Pageant in Mexico was originally scheduled in June, then postponed until 

July, has now been moved to June of 2021. 

The decision was made after the Miss America Organization announced that their December 

2020 pageant would be put off until the fourth quarter of 2021. 

Missouri's titleholders, Miss Missouri Simone Esters and Miss Missouri Outstanding Teen 

Shae Smith will retain their crowns until the competition in 2021. 

 

fm-B-52 Flyovers CoMo, JC mp 5:13 am 5/8/20 

Several mid-Missouri cities will see flyovers by a B-2 Spirit stealth bomber this evening in 

honor of medical and healthcare workers and other essential employees and volunteers in 

the fight against the coronavirus.  

The Missouri National Guard is reporting the 131st bomb wing, stationed at Whiteman Air 

Force Base will conduct flyovers of 6 Missouri Cities, including Columbia at 5:43 this evening 

and Jefferson City at 6pm. 

 During the flyovers, all residents are encouraged to follow strict social distancing guidelines 

and refrain from gathering in large viewing groups.  



 

FM - Cooper County Fair 5/9  5:25    MD 

The Cooper County Fair Board has officially canceled the 2020 county fair over COVID-19 

concerns. 

The Fair Board posted to their facebook page that they will continue to consider other ways 

people can safely showcase projects and livestock this year. They are seeking input from 

club leaders and parents. 

 

am/fm - Murder hornets likely won't make it to Missouri 5/9  1943 mrj 

Murder hornets have been getting much social media attention, but aren't likely to make it 

to Missouri according to an MU professor. 

Officially known as Giant Asian Hornets, these insects cause approximately 50 deaths a year 

in Japan. 

According to Kevin Rice, Assistant Professor of Entomology at MU, a single dead Giant Asian 

Hornet was found in Washington State. 

They won't attack humans unless attacked and they don't like to travel long distances. 

The main concern is for honeybees, which the hornets feed on. 

U.S. honeybees haven't developed behaviors to adapt, according to Rice. 

 

am/fm- Columbia Rainbow House Free Child Care For Essential Workers In Boone County 

mp 10:15 am 5/11/20 

The Rainbow House in Columbia is providing a new program to essential workers in Boone 

County during COVID-19.  

Richie Vanskike, Director of Development at the Rainbow House says they recognized early 

the need for free child care to essential employees with schools and day cares being closed 

during the coronavirus pandemic. 

n-5-11-20-1 

For more information about the program you can visit the Rainbow House's Facebook Page.  

 

fm-Endangered Person Adv. CoMo Teen mp 5:02 am 5/12/20 

An Endangered Person Advisory has been issued by Columbia Police for a teen who went 

missing yesterday morning. 

15 year old Seven S. Holliday went missing from her home in Columbia around 8 yesterday 

morning and according to police the teen has been in contact with some unknown people on 

dating apps.  

She left with no shoes or personal belongings.  

Holliday is described a black female, 5ft1, 120 pounds, with black hair, brown eyes, and 

wearing a black and gray sports bra and black shorts. 

 Anyone with information is asked to call the Columbia Police Department.  

 

fm-Moniteau Co Stay Home Order Lifted mp 5:25 am 5/12/20 

Moniteau County has ended their stay-home order. 

 The announcement came yesterday 2 weeks after the state of Missouri lifted the statewide 

stay at home order.  

 

am/fm-Centralia Grad Date mp 5:08 am 5/12/20 

A date is now set to hold graduation at the Centralia High School. 

 The Centralia Board of Education approved the graduation ceremony to take place on 

Saturday, June 13th at 8pm, if it has to be postponed due to weather then it will take place 

on Sunday, June 14th. 

 If COVID-19 restrictions force postponement the back up plan will be to move the 

graduation to Saturday, July 11th or Sunday, July 12th.  



The events will not be open to the general public as appropriately distanced seating will be 

reserved for graduate guests.  

The Centralia High School will not be hosting a school sponsored Prom this academic year.  

Senior Scholarship and Awards Night are scheduled to take place the night before 

graduation.  

 

FM-NECAC Energy Assistance Program mp 9:53 am 5/13/20 

A Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program is being offered at the North East 

Community Action Corporation in Bowling Green. 

 Linda Fritz County Services Director at NECAC says the deadline to apply for the energy 

assistance is being extended.  

n-5-13-20-1 

The NECAC service area covers Macon, Marion, Monroe, Montgomery, Pike, Ralls ,Randolph 

and Shelby counties.  

 

am/fm-MO Casinos Extend Closure mp 7:42 am 5/14/20  

The Missouri Gaming Commission is extending the order for all riverboat gaming casinos to 

remain closed through May 31st. 

The decision was announced yesterday.  

Missouri's 13 casinos could resume operation at the beginning of June, they have been 

closed since mid-March in response to the COVID-19 outbreak.   

 

am/fm - More Troopers out this weekend 5/18  1345 mrj 

Travelers this weekend will notice more members of the Missouri State Highway Patrol on 

the road as well. 

Friday kicks off the Memorial Day Holiday, as well as the Patrol's Operation Crash 

Awareness & Reduction Effort. 

Friday and Monday will see more troopers stationed on I-70 along with U.S. highways 63, 

50, 54, and Missouri highway 5. 

The counting period for the Memorial Day weekend begins at 6:00 Friday night and ends at 

11:59 Sunday night. 

 

fm-Endangered Person Adv. Calif. Mo mp 5:07 am 5/19/20 

An endangered person advisory is issued by the California Police Department for a man 

missing since May 13th.  

According to a press release, 55 year old Jeffery David Wilson was last seen the same day 

he did not attend a doctors appointment. 

 When his wife arrived home, she noticed he was not there, along with a blanket, stocking 

cap and handgun.   

Wilson is believed to be suicidal and did not take his medication with him. 

 He is described as a white man, 6'4, weighing about 300 pounds, with gray hair and green 

eyes. 

 He may be driving a red 1997 Ford F-150 extended cab with the Missouri license plate 

JCWTTA. 

 Anyone with information is asked to call 911.  

 

FM-New Boone County C-19 Online Hub mp 5:15 am 5/20/20 

Columbia and Boone County leaders are announcing a new online hub for coronavirus data. 

 The new web page unveiled yesterday includes information on the number of patients in 

the hospital, cases by zip code, rolling averages and cases in nearby counties.  

The data will updated every weekday by 5pm. 

 You can view the new dashboard information on the city of Columbia's website.  

 



am/fm - Boone County releases new order on reopening 5/22  1516 mrj 

Boone County Public Health is issuing new orders on businesses reopening. 

The new order goes into effect at 12:01 Tuesday morning and is the next step in reopening 

Boone County. 

Highlights of the order include: 

All businesses can reopen with occupancy limitations and social distancing.  Bars and 

restaurants can operate at 50% seating capacity. 

Personal services such as hair & nail salons can operate at 50% capacity or 25 people, 

whichever is less. 

Gatherings of more than 50 people are not permitted. 

Playgrounds will be open. 

Non-contact sports like baseball, softball, and volleyball can begin playing, and contact 

sports can have non-contact practices. 

Spectators at sporting events will be limited to 50% capacity or 50 people, whichever is less 

and social distancing is required. 

 

fm-Mem Day Wreath Laying Video mp 5:05 am 5/25/20  

A pre-recorded video of a Memorial Day wreath laying ceremony will be posted to the 

Truman VA and the Mid-Missouri Chapter of the Military Officer's Association of America 

Facebook pages today. 

 The ceremony itself normally takes place on Memorial Day at the Boone County Court 

House however was canceled this year due to COVID-19 concerns. 

 The ceremony was recorded and wreaths were placed at the memorial on Friday. 

 

am/fm-Conagra Brands Food Recall mp 10:37 am 5/26/20 

Conagra Brands Incorporated, are recalling 276,872 pounds of not ready-to-eat chicken and 

turkey bowl products because they  may contain extraneous material, specifically small 

rocks.  

The recall was sent out on Friday.  

The products were produced at 2 different establishments including the Marshall, Missouri 

plant. 

The products should be thrown away or returned to the place of purchase.  

 

am/fm - Red Cross urgent call for blood 5/27  1517 mrj 

The American Red Cross is putting out an urgent request for blood donors. 

All types are needed and healthy, eligible individuals are encouraged to donate to help 

replenish the blood supply. 

If you are in good health, over 16 years old and weigh more than 110 pounds and haven't 

donated in the last 56 days, you could be eligible to donate. 

Log onto red cross blood dot org and enter your zip code to find the next blood drive in the 

area. 

 

fm - Traffic delays next week in downtown Columbia 5/28  1340 mrj 

Traffic delays can be expected in downtown Columbia early next week. 

City crews will be replacing traffic boxes that contain controllers for traffic signals at Fifth 

Street and East Broadway. 

Work will begin Monday, weather permitting, and is expected to last until Wednesday. 

During the work, traffic signals will be off and stop signs will be in place, turning the 

intersection into a 4-way stop. 

 

am/fm-MO Casinos Reopening mp 5:20 am 6/1/20 

Missouri casinos are set to reopen today (Monday), ending an almost 2 1/2 month shutdown 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 



 All 13 of Missouri's casinos were closed on March 17th in an effort to limit the spread of the 

coronavirus. 

 The closure was extended last month through May 31st.  

Many of the casinos are in the St. Louis and Kansas City areas, where reopening of business 

is being phased in more slowly because of the high number of positive cases of COVID-19.  

 

am/fm - Ameren Missouri makes more money available for assistance 6/3  1344 mrj 

Ameren Missouri is announcing more money available for energy assistance for customers. 

In a press release today (Wednesday), Ameren Missouri is providing 3.5 million additional 

dollars in energy assistance funds to customers statewide. 

In March, the company announced a million dollars in assistance funds to assist needy 

families. 

The COVID-19 Clean Slate program will be administered through community partners 

around Missouri to identify those in need. 

The program would pay off the balance of customers bills once the customer pays 25% of 

their balance. 

More information can be found by calling 800-552-7583. 

 

am/fm - Tick season and free fishing weekend 6/5  1019 mrj 

The Missouri Department of Conservation is announcing a special weekend for anglers. 

Agent Norman Steelman says tomorrow (Saturday) and Sunday are special. 

N-6-5-20-2 

Limits will still apply during the free fishing weekend. 

One thing to watch for are ticks, which are especially prevalent this year. 

Ticks are more sophisticated than we think, as Agent Steelman explains. 

N-6-5-20-1 

Commercial products are available to protect yourself from ticks and other insects. 

 

AM/FM-Missing Fulton Teen Found mp 4:56 am 6/8/20 

A missing Fulton teen is now reunited with her family.  

 The teen was reported missing on Friday. 

 Fulton police say she was found last night and the teen said  she went with a friend for the 

weekend and intended on going back home.  

 

AM/FM-MO To Fully Reopen June 16 mp 6/12/20  

Missouri will be fully reopening on June 16.  

Governor Mike Parson announced yesterday (Thursday) that the state will enter Phase 2 of 

its "Show Me Strong Recovery Plan.  

During Phase 2, there will be no statewide health order.  

All statewide restrictions will be lifted, though local officials will still have the authority to 

put further rules, regulations, or ordinances in place.  

Parson says weekly testing in Missouri has increased and over the past 2 weeks with more 

than ten thousand tests averaged per weekday. 

 Hospital capacity have also fell by 43 percent statewide from May 1 to June 10.  

 

am/fm-MU Health Care Data Breach mp 5:23 am 6/12/20 

MU Health Care reporting a data breach last fall involving patient information. 

 In a release yesterday MU Health Care said there is no indication patients' information has 

been misused. 

 It is providing complimentary credit monitoring service to those whose Social Security 

numbers were compromised, and is implementing additional security measures to its email 

protocol.  



On September 21, MU Health Care learned an unauthorized person potentially gained access 

to the emails of some MU students affiliated with the health system and created a third-

party email using the same username and password as their MU accounts.  

 

am/fm-Walmart Beef Recall mp 11:44 am 6/15/20  

Walmart stores are recalling almost forty three thousand pounds of ground beef due to 

possible E. coli contamination. 

 The Department of Agriculture's Food Safety and Inspection Service announced on 

Saturday that Lakeside Refrigerated Services of Swedesboro, New Jersey, is recalling select 

packages of ground beef produced June 1st.  

These items were shipped to retail locations nationwide, according to the notice.  

Affected products include vacuum packages containing Marketside Butcher Organic Grass 

Fed Ground Beef.  

 

am/fm-Fireworks Display In Mexico mp 10:31 am 6/17/20 

A fourth of July fireworks celebration will be taking place in Mexico at the Mexico Optimist 

Fields at 625 East Summit Street. 

 One of the event sponsors is the Mexico Noon Lion's Club.  

Treasurer Susan Paden says the fireworks start at dusk on Saturday, July 4th and they will 

look at social distancing during the celebration.  

n-6-17-20-1 

Paden says the fireworks display should last anywhere from 20 to 30 minutes and costs 

around $3500. 

 Other sponsors include the Mexico Optimist Club, Missouri Veterans' Home Assistance 

League and several other businesses, individuals and civic organizations.  

 

fm-Possible COVID Exposure Boone Co Pool mp 5:06 am 6/18/20 

Boone County residents who were at the Brookside Midtown Pool in Columbia on June 12 

are being alerted they may have been exposed to the coronavirus. 

 A statement was issued yesterday (Wednesday) by the Columbia/Boone County Public 

Health and Human Services that people who were at the pool that day should monitor for 

symptoms consistent with the virus, as they may have been in close contact with someone 

who was infectious at that time. 

 Those who experience symptoms should contact their health care provider.  

 

am/fm - Vandalia boil order 6/24  1502 mrj 

Portions of Vandalia are under a 48-hour boil order. 

The area affected is North Walnut to North Clark and West Missouri to Page. 

Any water used for human consumption needs to be boiled for five minutes before use. 

The order expires at 2:00 Friday afternoon. 

 

fm-Endangered Silver Adv.Missing Wom. mp 5:25 am 6/25/20 

An endangered SILVER advisory has been issued for a woman last seen yesterday 

(Wednesday) morning in Columbia.  

The Macon County Sheriff's Department says Barbara A. Schweback was last seen leaving 

on foot around 7:40 by the staff at the La Quinta Inn at 2500 Interstate 70 Drive 

Southwest. 

 The woman had been discharged from a medical facility early in the morning of June 24th 

and then went to the La Quinta Inn. 

 She is 72 years old, 5'6 and 140 pounds, with black hair, hazel eyes, and a fair complexion. 

Anyone who has seen her should contact their local law enforcement.   

 

am/fm - Ameren Missouri to reinstate late payment fees 6/29  1331 mrj 



Ameren Missouri is announcing the return of late payment fees. 

Late payment fees will be reinstated on large, non-residential accounts July 15, while 

residential and small non-residential accounts will have until August 3 before late payment 

fees return. 

Ameren Missouri is still offering payment assistance programs, including its Clean Slate 

Programs to help customers pay their bills. 

More information can be found by calling 1-800-552-7583. 

 

fm-CoMo Curbside Recycling On Hold mp 5:05 am 6/30/20 

Columbia's curbside residential recycling collection is on hold this week due to staffing 

issues. 

 According to a press release, lack of sufficient staffing will prevent the Solid Waste Utility 

from collecting both trash and recycling.  

 Trash collection and collection of large bulky items will continue, according to the City of 

Columbia.  

 Columbia residents are still able to drop off recycling materials at one of 11 drop-off 

locations, and trash will be still be collected on Friday, July 3 despite City offices being 

closed in observance of Independence Day.  

 

am/fm - Walk Back in Time not happening 2020 6/30  1508 mrj 

A tradition in Mexico is canceled for 2020 amid concerns over COVID-19. 

In a Facebook post this (Tuesday) afternoon, the Walk Back In Time is announcing that they 

are canceling this year's festival due to the pandemic. 

They say they will be hosting it next year, provided the outbreak is over. 

 


