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Due to the Covid-19 outbreak, KWWR has been heavily involved in Covid 
messaging and in making sure we are letting our listeners know about every 

opportunity to get vaccinated. 
 

 

FM GOVERNMENT JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH  

1/4/21 Columbia City Council Considering COVID-19 Vaccine Campaign 

1/5/21 Jefferson City Council Extends Emergency Declaration  

1/5/21 Former Senator John Danforth Responds To Senator Josh Hawley's Electoral 

Challenge  

1/5/21 City Of Fulton Offices Closed Until Further Notice  

1/6/21 Audrain County Commission Announces Completion Of CARES ACT Funding 

Distribution  

1/7/21 Governor Parson Updates  Vaccine Distribution And Budget  

1/7/21 Trump Pledges Orderly Transition  

1/8/21 Hawley's Book Canceled  

1/9/21 City Of Columbia Earns LGBTQ Rights Recognition  

1/11/21 Senator Blunt On Trump Impeachment  

1/11/21 Governor Parson Inauguration  

1/12/21 City Of Mexico Approves Tax Rate Increase  

1/15/21 Missouri House Of Representatives Cancels Session 

1/15/21 Boone County Health Order Extended  

1/15/21 IRS Warns Of COVID-19 Scams  

1/20/21 Columbia City Council Votes Against Chokehold Ban  

1/22/21 Democrats Wants Senate Ethics Panel To Investigate Senator Josh Hawley 

1/25/21 Senator Hawley Wants Investigation Of Democrats Who Want Him Investigated  

1/25/21 City Of Mexico Clean Audit And Financial Award  

1/26/21 MO Bill Would Allow Deadly Force Against Protestors On Private Property  

1/27/21 Governor Parson State Of The State Address  

1/28/21 Hallsville State Rep. Wins Twitter Account Appeal  

1/28/21 Parson Signs Order To Create New Office Of Childhood In Missouri  

2/2/21 Governor Parson Appoints New Judge In Cole County  

2/3/21 Missouri Senate Bill Could Raise Gas Prices  

2/3/21 MO 19th District Senator Wins Award  

2/5/21 Governor Parson Orders Capitol Dome Lit Up Red  

2/11/21 Governor Parson Signs Rent Assistance Bill 

2/13/21 Fulton City Officials Ask Residents To Reduce Natural Gas Usage  

2/15/21 City Of Jefferson Cancels City Council Meeting Due To Winter Weather  

2/16/21 Governor Parson Cancels Mass COVID-19 Vaccine Clinics For The Week  

2/18/21 Missouri Bill Proposed On Overpaid Unemployment Benefits  

2/18/21 Hawley An Members Of Missouri Congressional Delegation Ask For Review Of 

Natural Gas Supply  

2/20/21 Fulton City Officials Update Natural Gas Situation  



2/25/21 State Auditor's Office Will Audit Marshall School District  

2/26/21 City Of Columbia Resuming Utility Disconnects  

3/1/21 Governor Parson Announces Release Of General Revenue Restrictions  

3/2/21 Governor Parson Announces Shipment Of COVID-19 Vaccine Doses  

3/5/21 U.S. Attorneys Office In Jefferson City Warns Of Scam  

3/8/21 U.S. Senator Roy Blunt Not Seeking Reelection  

3/12/21 Missouri Lawmakers Pass Several Bills  

3/16/21 Columbia City Council Votes To Bring Back Bird Scooters  

3/17/21 Governor Parson Announces Mega Vaccination Clinic At St. Louis Community 

College  

3/18/21 Missouri Attorney General Eric Schmitt Joins Keystone Piple-line Lawsuit  

3/18/21 Governor Parson Visits Mexico's Hart Career Center  

3/18/21 Governor Parson Getting Ready To Open Last 2 Phases Of COVID-19 Vaccination 

Plan  

3/22/21 Governor Parson Boosts State's Unemployment Fund  

3/22/21 Mike Kehoe Will Run For Governor  

3/23/21 Former Missouri Governor Eric Greitens Running For U.S. Senate Seat  

3/23/21 Governor Parson Creates Show Me Strong Recovery Task Force  

3/24/21 MO House Bill On PTSD For First Responders Introduced 

3/24/21 MO Attorney General Eric Schmitt Running For U.S. Senate  

3/27/21 Governor Parson Extends State Of Emergency  

 

fm-CoMo City Co Vaccine Ed Campaign mp 5:10 am 1/4/21 

The Columbia City Council will consider an agreement for a COVID-19 vaccine education 

campaign during tonight's meeting.  

Bucket Media which has a location in Columbia would head the campaign and work with the 

Columbia/Boone County Health Department to promote vaccine education. 

The deal would cost the city over two hundred thousand dollars, and would come out of 

Columbia's general fund, however is expected to be reimbursed by the state health 

department and Cares Act funding by February.  

 

fm-JC Co. Extends ER Declaration mp 5:18 am 1/5/21 

An emergency declaration is being extended by the Jefferson City Council.  

The extension was extended through February 1st after a meeting last (Monday) night. 

The extension will keep all public city meetings virtual and the mandatory mask requirement 

in city hall was also extended.  

The Cole County Health Department reported 108 new COVID-19 cases yesterday 

(Monday), bringing the total number of cases in the county to 7,103.  

A total of 90 people have died due to the virus in Cole County.  

 

am/fm-Danforth On Hawley's Elect Chall. mp 5:25 am 1/5/21 

Former Missouri Senator John Danforth is saying Senator Josh Hawley's and others who are 

challenging Joe Biden's election win is a radical and highly destructive attack. 

The 84 year old, three-term Republican Senator Danforth released a written statement 

yesterday (Monday). 

Danforth has been a long time supporter of Hawley.  

He publicly backed Hawley's successful runs for Missouri attorney general in 2016 and in the 

Senate in 2018. 

Senator Hawley said last week that he intends to raise objections when Congress meets 

tomorrow (Wednesday) to affirm President-elect Joe Biden's victory in the election.  

Ten other Republican senators and senators-elect have joined President Donald Trump's 

effort to overturn election results in November.  

 



fm - City offices in Fulton closed TFN 1/5  1516 mrj 

City of Fulton is closing all city facilities to the public, effective today (Tuesday). 

The closures include City Hall, the police and fire departments, City Warehouse, and the 

Grabb Animal Shelter. 

City business will still be conducted and those needing to make utility payments can drop 

them off in drop boxes at City Hall and on Court Street or use the City Hall drive-thru 

window. 

Appointments can still be made with departments on a limited basis that require face-to-

face work. 

The closures will remain in effect until further notice. 

 

am/fm- Audrain Co. CARES Fund Complete mp 11:19 am 1/6/21 

Almost three million dollars in CARES Act funding is now distributed in Audrain County. 

The Audrain County Commission made the announcement today that they have successfully 

distributed the $2,978,519 in CARES funding they received in May, 2020 to help mitigate 

the spread of COVID-19 through out the county. 

Breaking down the totals $923,818.54 went to emergency, health and safety. 

$355,057.93 went to protective equipment.  

$661,312,31 want to assistance to business.  

And $256,502.00 went to non-profit assistance. 

In total the Audrain County Commission received 257 applications from businesses, non-

profits and government  service providers. 

 

am/fm-Gov. Parson On Vac. Distribution And Budget mp 4:58 am1/7/21 

 

Over one hundred thousand doses of the COVID-19 vaccines have been administered across 

Missouri and another 70,000 vaccines are expected to arrive in the coming week. 

Governor Mike Parson provided updates on the vaccine distribution along with the release of 

budget withholdings in a news conference yesterday (Wednesday). 

Parson says the state hopes to complete Phase 1A distribution to health care workers and 

long term care residents by the end of the month. 

The Governor also announced the release of 126 million dollars in budget withholdings for 

the 2021 fiscal year, including 117 million in general revenue. 

The funds released include almost 26 million for the Department of Higher Education and 

Workforce Development and 1.5 million for the Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education.  

 

am/fm-Trump Pledges Orderly Transition mp 5:07 am 1/7/21 

For the first time yesterday (Thursday) President Donald Trump publicly acknowledged that 

he will leave office on January 20th, pledging an orderly transfer of power after Congress 

affirmed Joe Biden's Presidential Electoral College win last (Wednesday) night. 

A riotous mob stormed the US Capitol yesterday (Wednesday) in an attempt to stop 

lawmakers from counting the electoral votes. 

The riot left 4 people dead, with one woman being shot and three others having medical 

emergencies according to police.  

 

am/fm-Hawley's Book Canceled mp 5:02 am 1/8/21 

Publishing company Simon & Schuster says they will cancel the release of Missouri Senator 

Josh Hawley's book on large technology companies, and Hawley is threatening to take them 

to court. 

The senator was the first to announce he would object to the certification of President-elect 

Joe Biden's Electoral College victory. 



A rioting mob stormed the U.S. Capitol during the certification on Wednesday, putting the 

Capitol on lock down for hours. 

 

fm-City Of CoMO Earns LGBTQ Rights mp 5:04 am 1/9/21 

The City of Columbia has received a perfect score from the Human Rights Campaign's 

Municipal Equality Index for the 4th year in a row. 

The Human Rights Campaign is the biggest organization working for LGBTQ plus equality in 

the country. 

Of the 506 cities ranked, Columbia is one of only 94 cities to earn the perfect 100 this year.  

 

am/fm-Blunt On Trump Impeachment mp 5:09 am 1/11/21 

Senator Roy Blunt is warning President Donald Trump to be very careful in his last days in 

office.  

Blunt appeared on CBS Face the Nation yesterday (Sunday) and said Trump's decisions and 

actions leading up to last Wednesday's riot were clearly reckless, however says he believes 

the U.S. should be thinking more about the first day of the next presidency of President-

elect Joe Biden rather than on removing Trump from office. 

Democrats in Congress are laying plans to impeach President Donald Trump. 

Biden will be sworn in on January 20th.  

 

am/fm-Parson Inauguration mp 5:21 am 1/11/21 

Mike Parson is now sworn in as the 57th Governor of the State of Missouri this (Monday) 

morning at the 2021 Bicentennial Inauguration.  

The event is being held on the South Lawn of the Missouri Capitol and starts at 11. 

Oaths of office were administered to the Attorney General, State Treasurer, Secretary of 

State and the Lieutenant Governor before Judge Sarah Castle administered the oath of 

office to Governor Parson. 

 

am/fm-City Of Mex Approves Trash Rate Increase mp 7:24 am 1/12/21 

Mexico residents will see a slight increase on their trash bill over the next several years.  

The Mexico City Council approved the increase for Dayne's Waste Disposal who provides 

trash services for the City of Mexico during a meeting last (Monday) night. 

Mexico Councilwoman Vicky Briggs says it is around a .64 cent increase per month.  

n-1-12-21-1 

Briggs says the increase will happen over the next 3 years.  

n-1-12-21-2 

This year's increase goes into effect on April 1st.  

 

am/fm-Mo House Of Reps Cancel Session mp 5:07 am 1/15/21 

The Missouri state house of representatives leaders are canceling next week's session. 

House leaders issued a statement yesterday (Thursday) saying due to the rising number of 

COVID-19 cases in the building, we are exercising an abundance of caution to protect 

members, staff and visitors by canceling session next week. 

House leaders say their goal is to return to work the following week.  

 

am/fm-Boone Co Health Order Extended Rewrite mp 5:12 am 1/15/21 

Current health orders in Boone County are being extended into next month.  

The Columbia/Boone County Health Department announced yesterday (Thursday) the 

current orders will now be in effect until February 16th at 11:59pm unless, extended, 

rescinded or modified.  

The mask requirement for both Columbia and Boone County will also remain in effect. 

 

am/fm - IRS warns of COVID-19 scams 1/15  1433 mrj 



The IRS is warning taxpayers about ongoing COVID-19 and Economic Impact Payment 

scams. 

In a press release from the agency, they detail some of the more common scams which 

include getting a text asking taxpayers to disclose bank account information in order to get 

the Economic Impact Payment. 

COVID-19 scams include the sale of fake at-home COVID-19 test kits as well as offers of 

fake cures and vaccines fake donation requests for groups heavily affected by the virus. 

If you think you've been contacted by a scammer, call the National Center For Disaster 

Fraud at 1-866-720-5721. 

 

fm-CoMo City Council Votes Against Chokehold mp 5:06 am 1/20/21 

The Columbia City Council voted against a chokehold ban for law enforcement during a 

meeting last (Tuesday) night. 

The current policy prohibits Columbia Police Officers from using chokeholds and neck 

restraints unless deadly force is approved. 

Ward one council member Ian Thomas and council member Pat Fowler voted in favor of the 

ordinance, while the other five council members voted against the ordinance.  

 

am/fm-Democrats Ethics Panel Want Hawley Investigation mp 5:17 am 1/22/21 

Seven Democratic senators are asking the Senate Ethics Committee to investigate Senators 

Josh Hawley and Senator Ted Cruz to fully understand their role in the January 6th 

insurrection at the Capitol by a riotous mob.  

The Democratic senators are saying Hawley and Cruz knew claims of election fraud were 

baseless and had led to threats of violence. 

Both Hawley and Cruz have condemned the violence.  

Hawley says Democrats appear intent on weaponizing every tool at their disposal including 

pushing an unconstitutional impeachment process--to further divide the country.  

 

am/fm-Hawley Investigation Of Democrats Who Want Investigation mp 11:18 am 1/25/21 

Missouri Senator Josh Hawley has filed a counter-complaint today (Monday) against 7 

Senate Democrats who are seeking an ethics investigation against him. 

Last week, the Democrats asked the Senate Ethics Committee to investigate the actions of 

Hawley and Senator Ted Cruz to fully understand their role in the January 6th insurrection 

at the Capitol by a riotous mob who were reportedly supporters of President Donald Trump.  

A news release from Hawley's office accused the Democrats of historic partisan abuse of the 

Senate ethics process and is asking the committee to investigate the Democrats and take 

any disciplinary action deemed appropriate.  

 

AM/FM-City Of Mex Clean Audit & Financial Award mp 7:18 pm 1/25/21 

The City of Mexico has a clean audit for 2020 and is the recipient of an award for excellence 

in financial reporting. 

Mexico Deputy City Manager Roger Haynes says the city was issued a clean audit report 

during tonight's (Monday) City Council meeting.  

n-1-25-21-1 

The Government Finance Office Association awarded the City of Mexico the Certificate of 

Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting for the 32nd consecutive year.  

 

 

am/fm-MO Bill Would Allow Deadly Force mp 5:08 am 1/26/21 

Members of a state Senate committee are looking at a bill that would allow the use of 

deadly force against protestors on private property. 



A debate took place yesterday (Monday) and if the legislation is passed it would give 

immunity to people who run over protestors blocking traffic, and would make 

demonstrations blocking traffic a felony crime.  

Supporters of bill said blocking traffic can be dangerous if blocks ambulances or police from 

responding to emergencies.  

Those against the bill say enacting it would encourage vigilantism.  

 

am/fm - Parson State of the State Address 1/27  1500 mrj 

In an effort to retain and attract quality employees, Governor Mike Parson proposes a pay 

increase for state employees during his State of the State Address to the General Assembly 

this (Wednesday) afternoon. 

Following a recap of 2020, Governor Parson's speech focused on priorities for 2021, 

including education and workforce development, infrastructure, stronger communities, 

health care, and government reform. 

Parson's administration will ask for five million dollars to continue expanding and improving 

broadband services across the state and is proposing more than twenty million dollars to 

establish 50 new community mental health and substance use disorder advocates and six 

new crisis stabilization centers across Missouri. 

 

am/fm - Hallsville Rep wins Twitter account appeal 1/28  1404 mrj 

A Missouri House of Representatives member from Hallsville wins appeal in a 2018 case 

involving Twitter. 

Representative Cheri Toalson Reisch blocked Centralia resident Mike Campbell after he was 

critical of one of her tweets. 

In 2019 a judge ruled in favor of Campbell saying his exclusion from Reisch's account was 

inconsistent with the First Amendment. 

Wednesday's ruling by an Eighth Circuit judge states that "Reisch's own First Amendment 

right to craft her campaign materials necessarily trumps Campbell's desire to convey a 

message on her Twitter page that she does not wish to convey." 

Reisch, a Republican, was elected to the House in 2016 and serves district 44. 

 

am/fm - New office of childhood in MO 1/28  1628 mrj 

Governor Parson signs Executive Order 21-01 to create the new Office of Childhood in 

Missouri. 

The new office consolidates programs offered by the Departments of Elementary & 

Secondary Education, Health & Senior Services, and Social Services into a single Office of 

Childhood to be housed at DESE. 

The new office will provide a comprehensive approach to early childhood care and 

education, including all state programs related to child care, home visiting, early learning, 

and early intervention. 

The executive order will take effect August 28th unless disapproved by the state legislature 

in the next 60 days. 

 

fm - Gov Parson appoints new judge in Cole County 2/2  1503 mrj 

Governor Mike Parson is appointing an Associate Circuit  Judge for the 19th Judicial Circuit 

in Cole County today (Tuesday). 

Christopher K. Limbaugh will fill the vacancy left by the election of Cotton Walker to Circuit 

Judge. 

Limbaugh is currently the General Counsel - Chief Legal Officer for Governor Parson and has 

previously been in private practice and prosecuting attorney for Cape Girardeau County. 

 

am/fm-Bill Could Raise MO Gas Prices mp 5:05 am 2/3/21 



A Senate bill is being discussed that could raise the state's fuel tax by ten cents over the 

next five years.  

The Missouri Senate's Transportation, Infrastructure and Public Safety Committee talked 

about Senate Bill 262 yesterday (Tuesday). 

If passed there would be a 2 cent increase each year until it becomes 27 cents by 2026.  

The tax revenue would go toward maintaining the state's roads and bridges. 

According to a study last year, Missouri ranked as the 8th worst road infrastructure in the 

nation. 

Missouri has not seen a rise in fuel tax since 1996.  

Similar bills have not passed in previous years.  

 

am/fm - MO 19th Dist senator gets award 2/3  1459 mrj 

Missouri's 19th District Senator Caleb Rowden wins award from the Missouri Pork 

Association. 

Marcus Belshe, Chairman of the Missouri Pork Association presented Rowden with the 

Outstanding Legislator Award during the Pork Expo yesterday (Tuesday) for Rowden's 

support of the Association and all of agriculture. 

The 19th Senate District covers Boone and Cooper Counties. 

 

am/fm-Parson Orders Cap Dome Lit Red mp 5:11 am 2/5/21 

The Capitol Dome in Jefferson City will be lit up red starting tonight (Friday) and ending on 

Monday. 

Governor Parson gave the order yesterday (Thursday) in honor of the Kansas City Chiefs 

return to the Super Bowl.  

 

am/fm - Parson signs rent assistance bill 2/11  1333 mrj 

Renters and landlords now have assistance available to them following Governor Parson's 

signing of House Bill 16 today (Thursday). 

The bill provides more than $324 million in funding for the Emergency Rental Assistance 

Program. 

The program was passed by Congress in December and made funding available to state and 

local governments to assist households that are unable to pay rent and utilities due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Missouri Housing Development Commission will administer the program in Missouri and 

more details and applications can be found at mohousingresources.com. 

 

am/fm-Fulton Officials Warning To Resident mp 5:03 am 2/13/21 

The City of Fulton is asking its residents to reduce their natural gas usage after finding 

frozen gas wells in nearby states are causing a decrease in supply.  

The officials held a press conference last (Friday) night saying their natural gas supplier 

contacted them yesterday (Friday) afternoon, telling them the likely spike in gas prices will 

be coming next week, because of the cold weather.  

Many of the wells located in Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas were freezing out. 

Fulton has adjusted its reserve to account for the spike in prices and reached out to other 

cities in mid-Missouri, encouraging they do the same. 

Fulton director of administration Bill Johnson said as of now he does not think gas rates will 

have to be adjusted, however that could change depending on how long the cold weather 

lasts.  

 

fm-City Of Jefferson Cancels Co. Meeting mp 9:59 am 2/15/21 

The City of Jefferson is is canceling the City Council Meeting that was scheduled for tonight 

(Monday) due to inclement weather. 

Rescheduling details will be forthcoming. 

http://mohousingresources.com/


 

fm-Gov Cancels Mass C-19 Clinic This Week mp 5:02 am 2/16/21 

Missouri's COVID-19 mass vaccination clinics scheduled this week are now canceled due to 

the extreme winter weather.  

Governor Mike Parson made the announcement yesterday (Monday) saying state officials 

are working to reschedule the clinics. 

In a press release Parson urged those who registered to reach out to other vaccinators in 

their region in the meantime.  

The Governor said this week's vaccines will remain in each of the 9 Missouri State Highway 

Patrol regions across the state.  

The vaccines will be redistributed to hospitals with emergency generators.  

 

am/fm-Bill On Overpaid Unemployment Benefits mp 5:09 am 2/18/21 

A bill passed yesterday in Jefferson City by the Special Committee on Government Oversight 

would allow Missourians to keep the portion of overpaid unemployment benefits that came 

from federal stimulus package money. 

Around one hundred fifty million dollars in unemployment benefits have been overpaid in 

Missouri since the beginning of the pandemic, according to the Missouri Department of 

Labor. 

The average overpayment was four thousand five hundred dollars, and recipients of the 

overpayments received letters stating they owed that money back. 

The bill has bipartisan support and specifies that recipients of overpayment from federal aid 

do not have to pay back the amount if they did not commit fraud. 

The bill will now go before the House.  

 

am/fm-Hawley Asks For Review Nat Gas Supply mp 10:57 am 2/18/21 

Senator Josh Hawley and members of the Missouri Congressional Delegation are asking for 

a review of the natural gas supply in light of electricity outages, rolling blackouts, and 

controlled services interruptions across the state and the Midwest during the extreme winter 

weather.  

A letter was sent today (Thursday) to the chairman of the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission asking for the review and to take the necessary steps needed to address the 

crisis. 

The letter was also signed by Senator Roy Blunt, and Representative Emanuel Cleaver, 

Blaine Luetkemyer, Jason Smith, Sam Graves, Vicky Hartzler, Ann Wagner and Billy Long.  

 

am/fm-Fulton Natural Gas Situation mp 5:16 am 2/20/21 

Natural gas prices in Fulton returned back to almost normal-levels yesterday (Friday) due to 

warmer weather. 

According to Fulton city leaders they spent 3.2 million dollars on wholesale natural gas from 

last Saturday through Thursday this week. 

The Fulton city leaders are saying they spent more on natural gas during that 5-day period 

than they planned on spending for the entire year.  

It is estimated the City of Fulton paid around seven hundred thousand dollars a day for 

natural gas while wells were frozen in Kansas, Texas and other states.  

 

fm-Audit Of Marshall School District mp 5:11 am 2/25/21 

Missouri State Auditor Nicole Galloway said yesterday (Wednesday) her office will audit the 

Marshall School District and the Smithville R-II School District after receiving petitions from 

residents of those districts.  

According to the Marshall Superintendent the board of education is set to meet next week 

with the State Auditor's office as they prepare to start the external audit of the school 

district.  



The State Auditor's Office estimates the cost to the district to be eighty five thousand to one 

hundred thousand dollars.  

 

fm-City Of CoMo Resuming Utility Disconnects mp 11:33 am 2/26/21 

The City of Columbia will be resuming utility disconnects soon. 

According to a press release sent out today (Friday) the City of Columbia says as soon as 

the temperatures warm-up if you have a past-due balance, customers will need to bring 

their account current as soon as possible to avoid being disconnected.  

Payments can be made online, or by phone or at the Columbia City Hall at 701 East 

Broadway.  

 

am/fm - Governor Parson releases $280+ million 3/1  1642 mrj 

Governor Mike Parson announces the release of over $280 million of general revenue 

restrictions. 

The announcement today (Monday) releases restrictions of the general revenue fund and 

sends over $130 million to the Department of Elementary & Secondary Education, almost 

$5.5 million to the Department of Health & Senior Services and nearly $11 million to the 

Department of Natural Resources, among others. 

 

am/fm-Gov Announces Shipment Of Vaccination Doses mp 5:00am 3/2/21 

University of Missouri will receive four thousand Moderna doses this week, while Capital 

Region Medical Center and SSM St. Mary's Hospital in Jefferson City will receive 2,000 doses 

total next week. 

Governor Mike Parson announced yesterday (Monday) that hospitals in each of the 9 

Missouri State Highway Patrol regions will receive doses proportional to their population.  

MU Health Care will be hosting vaccination events at Faurot Field this week Thursday 

through Sunday. 

Appointment invitations will be sent today (Tuesday) through email if you are signed up on 

its survey. 

The Columbia/Boone County Health Department will send 250 first-dose vaccine 

appointments this week. 

And Boone Hospital will receive 1,500 doses this week and will host clinics at the Columbia 

Mall this week and next. 

 

am/fm-U.S. Attorney's Office In JC Warns Of Scam mp 5:26 am 3/5/21 

The U.S. Attorney's Office in Jefferson City is warning of a scam. 

Officials says the scam involves a phone call from a person who claims to be with the Cyber 

Crimes and then tell the person they are calling their phone has been used in a cyber crime. 

The U.S. Attorney's Office is reminding residents they do not contact the public in this 

manner, and if you receive such a call to contact the FBI.  

 

am/fm-Senator Blunt Not Seeking Reelection mp 11:10 am 3/8/21 

Senator Roy Blunt is announcing today that he will not seek reelection in 2022.  

Blunt issued a statement this morning saying after 14 General Election victories-3 to county 

office, 7 to the United States House of Representatives, and 4 statewide elections, that he 

will not be a candidate for reelection to the United Sates Senate next year.  

Blunt also thanked his family and team, and thanked Missourians for the opportunity to 

work for them and a better future for our state and country. 

Blunt will still finish his current term as senator. 

 

am/fm-Mo Lawmakers Pass Several Bills mp 4:58am 3/12/21 

Several bills proposed by Missouri lawmakers to collect online sales tax and raise the gas 

tax are advancing. 



Missouri currently does not require out-of-state businesses to collect sales taxes on 

Missourians online purchases.  

Yesterday (Thursday) the House and Senate approved bills to change that.  

Collecting online sales taxes is estimated to bring in as much as 190 million dollars by 2027. 

Another bill would raise Missouri's gas tax of 17 cents per gallon for the first time in 2 

decades.  

 

fm-Bird Scooters Back In CoMo mp 5:13 am 3/16/21 

Bird scooters are set to return to Columbia after the Columbia City Council approved an 

agreement with the University of Missouri and Bird Rides, Inc last (Monday) night. 

The council voted unanimously to support the dock-less scooters after questions were asked 

about past issues such as logistics and placement. 

There is no set timeline for the return, however Columbia City leaders estimate around 500 

scooters could be back within the next month.  

The scooters left Columbia in November of 2019, then during negotiations for them to come 

back, MU shut its campus down because of the pandemic.  

 

am/fm-St. Louis To Get Mega Vaccination Site mp 5:22 am 3/17/21 

St. Louis Community College in Forest Park will host a mega COVID-19 vaccination clinic on 

March 25th and 26h.  

Governor Mike Parson made  the announcement yesterday (Tuesday).  

The site is expected to run from 8am until 6pm both days and will use up to 3,000 doses of 

the single-shot Johnson and Johnson vaccine. 

Personnel from the Missouri National Guard, Stat Emergency Management Agency and state 

health department will partner with the St. Louis City Health Department and other 

municipal groups to operate the site.  

 

am/fm-MO AG Schmitt Joins Keystone Suit mp 10:54 am 3/18/21 

Missouri Attorney General Eric Schmitt is joining 20 other state attorney's general in filing 

suit yesterday (Wednesday), challenging President Joe Biden's cancellation of the permits 

for the construction of the Keystone XL Pipeline.  

The lawsuit is led by Montana and Texas and argues President Biden's administration did not 

have the authority to cancel the permit as the action exceeds the President's authority 

under Article II of the constitution and violates other previous legislation. 

Additionally, the lawsuit alleges significant negative economic impact and job loss as a 

result of the cancellation of the permit.  

 

am/fm-Parson At Hart Career Center mp 11:03 am 3/18/21 

Missouri Governor Mike Parson paid a visit to the Hart Career Center in Mexico yesterday 

(Wednesday).  

Director Chris Denham gave Governor Parson a tour of the facility and he talked to 

students. 

Audrain County received Work Ready status back in 2017, and students from nine area 

schools participate in career and tech training at the Hart Career Center.  

Governor Parson also met with students from the local JAG-Missouri chapter which is the 

Jobs for America's Graduates program. 

Davis H. Hart Career Center teaches everything from Welding to Cosmetology.  

 

am/fm - Governor Parson set to open last 2 phases for COVID vax 3/18  1636 mrj 

Governor Parson announcing today (Thursday) that the final two phases of the state's 

vaccination plan will open soon. 

Phase 2 will be activated March 29th and Phase 3 will begin April 9th. 



The federal government has informed the state that the vaccine allotments to Missouri are 

expected to significantly increase by the first week of April. 

Approximately 880,000 Missourians will be eligible in Phase 2 and Phase 3 will be open to all 

Missouri adults. 

 

am/fm - Governor Parson transfers COVID money to unemployment fund 3/22  1503 mrj 

Missouri businesses will not have to pay more in unemployment taxes following a transfer of 

funds by Governor Parson today (Monday). 

The transfer of $300 million in federal Coronavirus Relief Funds into the state's 

Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund will keep the balance above the level that would raise 

contributions from Missouri businesses. 

Ninety-six percent of Missouri's businesses employ fewer than 50 people and small 

businesses employ over 45 percent of the state's workforce. 

As of February, Missouri's unemployment rate was 4.2 percent, below the national average 

of 6.2 percent. 

 

am/fm - Mike Kehoe to run for governor 3/22  1543 mrj 

The field of candidates for retiring Republican Senator Roy Blunt's seat narrows by one. 

Lieutenant Governor Mike Kehoe announced today (Monday) that he will not seek a Senate 

seat, but will run for Missouri Governor in 2024. 

Blunt announced March 8th that he will not seek re-election in 2022 and since then, a 

number of names have come up as possible candidates, including Kehoe, Attorney General 

Eric Schmitt, Secretary of State Jay Ashcroft, and former Missouri governor Eric Greitens. 

Ashcroft announced he will not be running for Senate on March 10th. 

 

am/fm-Former MO Governor Greitens Senate Run mp 5:03 am 3/23/21 

Former Missouri Governor Eric Greitens says he will run for U.S. Senate in 2022.  

The announcement was made last (Monday) night on Fox News.  

Greitens resigned as Governor in June 2018 in the midst of 2 scandals.  

He was accused of blackmail related to an extramarital relationship and computer tampering 

related to dark money campaign financing.  

Greitens announcement comes after Senator Roy Blunt said he will not seek reelection next 

November. 

Former State Senator Scott Sifton, former U.S. Marine Lucas Kunce and Democratic 

candidate Timothy Shephard have also announced they plan to run for Blunt's seat. 

Missouri Attorney General Eric Schmitt say he is still undecided, however is considering 

running for U.S. Senate.  

Also announced yesterday (Monday) Missouri Lt. Governor Mike Kehoe says he will run for 

governor in 2024.  

 

am/fm - Governor Parson creates Show Me Strong Recovery Task Force 3/23  1522 mrj 

Governor Parson announces the creation of a new task force to study ways to help small 

and minority-owned businesses. 

The Show Me Strong Recovery Task Force will study and develop recommendations on ways 

to support small and minority-owned businesses and will consider ways to better engage 

minority-owned businesses through existing economic development tools. 

The task force will submit their findings to Governor Parson by year's end and will then be 

dissolved. 

 

am/fm - MO House bill PTSD for 1st responders 3/24  0506 mrj 

A bill introduced in the Missouri House would make PTSD an occupational disease for first 

responders. 



House Bill 1249 was introduced yesterday (Tuesday) by  Representative Brian Seitz of 

Taney county and would add PTSD to the list of occupational diseases in Chapter 287 of the 

Revised Statutes of Missouri. 

A fiscal analysis by House staff showed very little to no cost to the state, however other 

estimates put a cost of nearly half a million dollars to the state. 

 

am/fm - Mo Atty Gen Schmitt to run for Senate 3/24  0929 mrj 

Missouri's Attorney General Eric Schmitt is announcing his intent to run for retiring Senator 

Roy Blunt's seat. 

He made the announcement this (Wednesday) morning, saying in part that he will fight to 

preserve the conservative policies championed by President Trump. 

Former Missouri governor Eric Greitens is also running on the Republican ticket while Marine 

veteran Lucas Kunce is running on the Democrat ticket. 

 

am/fm - Governor  Parson extends state of emergency 3/27  0315 mrj 

Governor Parson is extending the state of emergency in Missouri through August 31st. 

The executive order was signed yesterday (Friday) and allows the state continued flexibility 

in providing resources and easing regulatory burdens to assist Missouri's COVID-19 

recovery. 

Nearly 600 state statutes and regulations have been waived or suspended since Governor 

Parson initially declared a state of emergency on March 13th of last year. 
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am/fm-Mo Min Wage Increase mp 5:18 am 1/2/21 

The hourly minimum wage rate in Missouri is now $10.30. 

The .85 cent increase went into effect yesterday (Friday).  

The minimum wage was increased to $9.45 per hour at the beginning of 2020 as part of a 

five-year series of raises approved by Missouri voters in 2018.  

The minimum wage will increase each year until it hits $12 per hour in 2023.  

 

am-City Of Mex Brush Yard Add. Hours mp 10:23 am 1/4/21 

Due to the recent winter storm, the City of Mexico's Brush yard is announcing additional 

hours on Friday, January 8th, from 9am until 3pm. 

The brush yard will also be open for normal winter hours on Saturday, January 9th from 

9am until 3pm. 

 For any other questions please contact the City of Mexico Parks and Recreation Department 

at 581-2100, extension 234.  

 

am/fm-Potential C-19 Scam Columbia/Boone Co. mp 11:27 am 1/5/21 

A potential COVID-19 related scam is being looked into by the Columbia/Boone County 

Public Health Department. 

 According to a news release at least one individual received a call from a person claiming to 

be a contact tracer and stated the individual was exposed to COVID-19 at a local business. 



The department says the person claiming to be a contact tracers stated the individual's 

credit card number and asked for the 3-digit security code. 

The health department says contact tracers and investigators will never ask for credit card 

or banking information, and will also never ask for social security numbers.  

If anyone is suspicious of a call from someone claiming to be a contact tracer or case 

investigator, you should call the health department at 573-874-7355 and a staff member 

will verify their identity.  

 

fm - City offices in Fulton closed TFN 1/5  1516 mrj 

City of Fulton is closing all city facilities to the public, effective today (Tuesday). 

The closures include City Hall, the police and fire departments, City Warehouse, and the 

Grabb Animal Shelter. 

City business will still be conducted and those needing to make utility payments can drop 

them off in drop boxes at City Hall and on Court Street or use the City Hall drive-thru 

window. 

Appointments can still be made with departments on a limited basis that require face-to-

face work. 

The closures will remain in effect until further notice. 

 

am/fm-Scammers On 2nd Stim. Check mp 5;18 am 1/7/21 

The Better Business Bureau says they are receiving reports of scams circulating as the 

second round of stimulus checks are being issued. 

The scams involves con artists telling people they need to either pay for their stimulus 

checks or provide personal information to get it.  

The scams are being perpetrated online and by phone.  

The Better Business Bureau is reminding everyone that a real government agency will not 

ask you to pay advanced processing fee.  

 

am/fm-SSM Audrain Relaxing Visit Restrictions mp 12:13 pm 1/7/21 

SSM Health St. Mary's Hospital Audrain is announcing that starting Monday, January 11th 

visitor restrictions will be relaxed. 

According to news release from the hospital the change is due to a decrease in community 

transmission of the COVID-19 virus. 

 All non-COVID positive patients will be welcome to have one support person at a time, over 

the age of 16, during designated hours. 

Exceptions may be made for end-of-life situations.  

The support people will need to enter through the Emergency Room Entrance between 8 am 

and 8pm and undergo a screening, wear a face mask covering both nose and mouth, stay in 

the patient room or designated waiting area, and follow hand hygiene and social distancing 

guidelines. 

 

am/fm-Bridge Work Audrain Co. Goodwater Creek mp 9:47 am 1/8/21 

Bridge work at Goodwater Creek in Audrain County will continue through the rest of this 

month. 

According to the Missouri Department of Transportation, crews will be working with weather 

permitting January 11th through January 28th on Audrain County Route C at Goodwater 

Creek, located north of Audrain County Route T.  

The road will be closed each week day from 7am until 5pm while the bridge work is 

completed. 

Motorists will need to use alternate routes during these times.  

 

am/fm-Closure For Westbound I-70 Warrenton mp 9:53 am 1/8/21 



MoDOT crews will close the westbound on ramp of I-70 near Warrenton next week for 

concrete work. 

Weather permitting the ramp will close at 11am starting on Monday, January 11th and run 

through 12pm on January 18th.  

Motorists will need to use alternate routes during this time. 

 

am/fm-Dec Room At The Inn Numbers In Mexico mp 6:26 am 1/11/21 

Room At The Inn in Mexico helped 18 people during the month of December.  

The Audrain County Shelter Resource Coalition reports 126 nights of shelter and 249 meals 

were also served during the month of December. 

To learn more about Room At The Inn you can contact acsrc.mo@gmail.com. 

 

am/fm - Parson inauguration details 1/11  1537 mrj 

Governor Mike Parson is now officially Missouri's 57th Governor following his inauguration 

this (Monday) afternoon on the south side of the Missouri Capitol. 

Judge Sarah A. Castle of the 16th Circuit swore Governor Parson into office on a bible given 

to him by First Lady Teresa Parson. 

This was Missouri's Bicentennial inauguration, celebrating Missouri's entrance as the 24th 

state in the union in 1821. 

Details on the inaugural ball and parade along with other bicentennial events will be 

released later. 

Others taking the oath of office today include Lieutenant Governor Mike Kehoe, State 

Treasurer Scott Fitzpatrick, Secretary of State John Ashcroft, and Attorney General Eric 

Schmitt. 

 

am/fm - 2nd round of Paycheck Protection Program starts 1/11 1/11  1553 mrj 

Small businesses still feeling the impact of COVID-19 have help on the way. 

Today (Monday) is the first day to apply for the Paycheck Protection Program. 

The first round will be for small businesses in underserved communities or those that didn't 

apply the first time. 

The program will open to all small businesses soon, perhaps as soon as next week. 

In this round of PPP loans, 60% of the loan must be used for payroll, but the other 40% can 

be used for rent, mortgage interest, utility payments, and personal protective equipment. 

According to the Small Business Administration, 87% of last year's loans were under 

$150,000. 

 

am/fm - Laddonia boil order 1/11  1637 mrj 

Due to the repair of a water main leak, a boil order is in effect for all of Laddonia until 2:00 

Wednesday afternoon. 

Any water used for human consumption should be boiled for 5 minutes before use. 

 

am/fm-City Of Mex Approves Trash Rate Incr. mp 7:24 am 1/12/21 

Mexico residents will see a slight increase on their trash bill over the next several years.  

The Mexico City Council approved the increase for Dayne's Waste Disposal who provides 

trash services for the City of Mexico during a meeting last (Monday) night. 

Mexico Councilwoman Vicky Briggs says it is around a .64 cent increase per month.  

n-1-12-21-1 

Briggs says the increase will happen over the next 3 years.  

n-1-12-21-2 

This year's increase goes into effect on April 1st.  

 

am/fm-US Announce Change Vaccine Rollout mp 5:04 am 1/13/21 

Changes are being announced to the vaccine rollout in the United States. 

mailto:acsrc.mo@gmail.com


The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services said yesterday (Tuesday) vaccine 

production is predictable enough to release the entire current supply while also ensuring a 

timely second dose. 

States are also being told to open up vaccinations to everyone 65 and older as well as 

adults under 65 with a comorbidity. 

States are also asked to allow for more points of distribution in the community like 

pharmacies, community health centers.  

 

am/fm - False Nat'l Guard letter on social media 1/13  1554 mrj 

A letter circulating on social media claiming the National Guard is being mobilized to 

implement a mandatory two-week quarantine is false according to the National Guard. 

The letter does have the National Guard logo on it, but is not legitimate. 

The Missouri National Guard urges residents not to share the letter and to follow them on 

social media or visit their website. 

 

am/fm - Ameren Missouri raises EEIC on bills 1/13  1618 mrj 

Ameren Missouri electric customers will be paying more on their bills following a Missouri 

Public Service Commission ruling. 

The utility company is raising the Energy Efficiency Investment Charge that appears on 

monthly bills. 

The raise will take effect on February 1st and average users will pay roughly an additional 

$1.37 monthly. 

 

fm-Public input Wanted Art Columbia Regional Airport mp 9:58 am 1/14/21 

Public input is being sought for art design proposals for the Columbia Regional Airport. 

The Commission on Cultural Affairs and its Standing Committee on Public Art says the public 

input will play an important role in the recommendations before being forwarded to the City 

Council for final approval. 

Those interested in providing input are encouraged to review the designs and leave 

feedback on the City's website at CoMo.gov/arts. 

The input will be accepted through Friday, January 29th.  

 

am/fm - winter wx impacts MO 1/14  1509 mrj 

Hazardous driving to be expected with winter weather bearing down on the listening area. 

MoDot is warning motorists that both the morning and evening commutes tomorrow will be 

impacted by both snow and high winds with some areas experiencing 40 to 50 mile per hour 

gusts. 

High profile vehicles will be most at risk with the winds and those drivers are urged to use 

extra caution. 

MoDot will have crews out around the clock to get roads to a mostly clear status within a 

few hours after the weather stops. 

 

am/fm - Boone Co extends health orders 1/14  1515 mrj 

Stephanie Browning, Director of the Columbia/Boone County Public Health and Human 

Services, is extending the current health orders. 

The orders are now in effect until 11:59 pm on February 16th unless extended, rescinded, 

or modified. 

The extension also extends the mask requirement for both Columbia and Boone County. 

 

am/fm-MoDOT Road Conditions mp 5:26 am 1/15/21 

Motorists are being warned that roads are becoming wet this morning due to winter weather 

in the area. 

http://como.gov/arts


According to Brian Untiedt, area engineer with MoDOT, Highway 63 in Columbia is starting 

to cover up with snow. 

Bridges and overpasses could be slick on your commute into work this morning and heavy 

winds and snow could reduce visibility. 

The snow is expected to continue over the next several hours.  

Drivers are being asked to slow down and have a plan for when returning home this 

afternoon.  

 

am/fm-SSM Audrain And Noble Sign Def. Agreement mp 11:26 am 1/15/21 

SSM Health and Noble Health are announcing today (Friday) the signing of a definitive 

agreement to transfer ownership of the hospital in Mexico and associated community 

practices to Noble Health. 

The 2 health systems in July signed a Letter of Intent and began a period of exclusive 

negotiation regarding the 100-year-old hospital that SSM Health purchased in 2013. 

According to the release if all goes as planned, transfer to Noble Health is anticipated in the 

first quarter of the year.  

 

am/fm - IRS warns of COVID-19 scams 1/15  1433 mrj 

The IRS is warning taxpayers about ongoing COVID-19 and Economic Impact Payment 

scams. 

In a press release from the agency, they detail some of the more common scams which 

include getting a text asking taxpayers to disclose bank account information in order to get 

the Economic Impact Payment. 

COVID-19 scams include the sale of fake at-home COVID-19 test kits as well as offers of 

fake cures and vaccines fake donation requests for groups heavily affected by the virus. 

If you think you've been contacted by a scammer, cal the National Center For Disaster 

Fraud at 1-866-720-5721. 

 

am/fm-Mexico MLK Celebration mp 6:24 pm 1/17/21 

A Celebration commemorating the life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. will be taking place in 

Mexico today (Monday).  

Starting at 11:15 a march will go from the Mexico United Methodist Church.  

Then at noon a service will take place at the Audrain County Courthouse with guest speaker 

Reverend Dr. Faith Allen. 

The Mexico Middle School Choir will also perform at the courthouse.  

 

am/fm-Driver Exam Stations Closed Today mp 6:35 am 1/18/21 

Driver examination stations throughout Missouri will be closed today (Monday) in 

observance of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s birthday. 

Normal operations will resume tomorrow.  

 

am/fm - Coyote mating season 1/18  1551 mrj 

Coyotes are in their mating season and with that comes a warning from officials. 

Don't leave your dogs out alone. 

Coyotes can and will attack and kill pets. 

The peak time for coyote mating season is typically late February and early March, but area 

officials have started receiving calls about an increase in coyote sightings and howling. 

 

am/fm-Mex Couple Honored Volunteer Award mp 9:30 am 1/18/21 

A Mexico couple is being honored with awards for their volunteering that helped raise 

thousands of dollars for the Columbia Rainbow House. 



Kent Henry and Sarah Vanskike were each awarded plaques this morning for their 

volunteering in 2020 and Kent was named the Columbia Rainbow House Volunteer of the 

Year.  

Henry got creative with a fundraiser in April.  

n-1-18-20-1 

The Columbia Rainbow House serves kids in 11 different counties including Audrain, Boone, 

Callaway and Randolph.  

 

am/fm-Callaway Co. Free Drive-Thru Flu Clinic mp 5:14 am 1/18/21 

Several free drive-thru flu shot clinics will be held across Callaway County this week. 

Starting today (Monday)  from 9am until noon at the Fulton Senior Center. 

Tomorrow (Tuesday) at the Pleasant Grove Church from 9am until 1pm and at the Callaway 

County Courthouse from 2pm until 5pm. 

On Wednesday at the Williamsburg Fire Department from 8am until noon.  

And on Friday at the Tebbetts Community Hall from 2pm until 6pm.  

The Callaway County Health Department is administering the flu shots to individuals 18 

years and older and health insurance is not needed.  

 

am/fm - Aux Loafer's week postponed 1/18  1720 mrj 

A long-standing tradition in Auxvasse is being postponed for 2021. 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and for the safety of those attending, Loafer's 

Week will be held at a later date. 

Normally held in February, the 61-year old event began as a one-day event at the grain 

elevator and has grown to a week-long celebration and also serves as a homecoming of 

sorts. 

A new date will be announced later. 

 

am/fm-Free COVID-19 Testing Sites mp 5:07 am 1/19/21 

Free COVID-19 testing events are being held across mid-Missouri this week. 

Today (Tuesday) from 9am until 2pm a testing event is being held at Compass Health 

Network in Columbia at 3501 Berrywood Drive.  

Tomorrow (Wednesday) a testing site is being held in Jefferson City at the American Legion 

from 8am until 3pm.  

Next week on Monday a testing event will be held at the Presser Performing Arts Center 

Parking Lot in Mexico at 900 South Jefferson Street. 

The events are being hosted by the Missouri Department of Health Senior Services who is 

partnering with MAKO Labs.  

Online registration is strongly recommended.   

 

am/fm - Mo Nat'l Guard to help with vaccinations 1/20  1731 mrj 

The Missouri National Guard will be helping with mass vaccination sites according to 

Governor Mike Parson. 

That announcement was made today (Wednesday) that mass vaccination sites will be set up 

in each of the Missouri State Highway Patrol's nine troop regions. 

The Guard is providing teams of soldiers and airmen to assist in establishing and staffing 

the sites as well as deploying administrative teams to assist local agencies and providers 

with data backlogs. 

The sites will have the capability to provide up to 2,500 doses per day, per team. 

 

fm-NECAC Seeks Vets For Home Repairs mp 9:37 am 1/21/21 

The North East Community Action Corporation is offering a home renovation program to 

veterans in 9 Missouri counties.  



Funding comes from a federal Department of Housing and Urban Development Veterans 

Services Grant.  

Participants must own their homes and do part of the work under NECAC's direction. 

The projects can include disabled accessibility, flooring, decks and other repairs. 

The programs covers Monroe, Marion, Lincoln, Montgomery, Pike, Ralls, Shelby and Warren 

counties. 

 Applications are available by calling NECAC at 573-324-6622. 

 

am/fm-Ruffles Recall mp 11:00 am 1/22/21 

The Frito-Lay company is issuing a voluntary recall of a small number of party size bags of 

Ruffles Original Potato Chips.  

In the recall issued today Frito-Lay says the the 13 1/2 ounce bags of chips may contain 

undeclared milk ingredients. 

A total of 50 bags are being recalled.  

The products covered by this recall were distributed to retail stores in Missouri and 5 other 

states. 

 

am/fm-MoDOT Winter Weather Roads Update mp 5:20 am 1/26/21 

As winter weather continues this morning some of the major roadways are becoming wet.  

According to MoDOT Area Engineer Brian Untiedt roads near Shelbina and Moberly are 

becoming partly covered, while roads in the Mexico area remain clear. 

Motorists are being cautioned to be cautious of black ice that may have formed on bridges 

and overpasses.  

For the latest on road conditions check at out the MoDOT traveler map on KWWR.com. 

 

am/fm-Audrain County Mass Vaccination At Airport mp 10:04 am 1/26/21 

A free COVID-19 vaccination will be offered in Audrain County and surrounding residents 

this Friday, January 29th. 

The Missouri National Guard through a partnership with the Audrain County Health 

Department, the County of Audrain and the City Mexico will be vaccinating those 65+years 

of age and adults with high-risk conditions.  

The Missouri National Guard hopes to be able to vaccinate up to 2,500 residents during the 

operational period of 9am until 4pm at the Mexico Airport. 

Further instruction as to how the clinic will operate will be forthcoming as soon as possible 

and will be available at www.audrainountyhealth.org.  

 

fm-SSM Health JC Reducing Dt Test Hours mp 11:07 am 1/28/21 

SSM Health in Jefferson City will be reducing their COVID-19 drive-thru testing hours 

starting Monday, February 1st.  

The site will now be open Monday through Friday from 8am until noon, and on Sundays 

from 9am until 1pm.  

 

am/fm-Audrain Mass C-19 Vaccination In Mexico mp 5:25 am 1/29/21 

The Mexico Airport will host a mass COVID-19 vaccination for Audrain County residents as 

well as those in surrounding areas, today from 9am until 4pm.  

Residents in Phase 1B-Tiers 1 and 2 will have the opportunity to receive the first dose of the 

COVID-19 vaccine.  

Those aged 65 and older or with high risk medical conditions fall under the eligible tiers. 

The Missouri National Guard is assisting in the effort and their are enough doses to 

vaccinate up to 2,500 people. 

Residents will be able to drive up to the Mexico Airport and the vaccine will be given on a 

first come first serve basis.  

http://kwwr.com/
http://www.audrainountyhealth.org/


Those that receive the vaccine today will be able to return to the Mexico Airport in 3 weeks 

to receive their 2nd vaccine. 

Mexico Public Safety is reminding people not to show up early and wait until traffic direction 

is in place before they come by. 

 

fm - New technology park coming to Hannibal 1/29  1618 mrj 

A new technology park in Hannibal is back on track after funding was put on hold during the 

pandemic. 

The state released the $835,000 grant to allow roads to be built into the new Lakeside 

Technology Park as they look to attract businesses for the 14 lots in the park. 

City officials say they've already had interest from manufacturing and food processing 

companies. 

 

am/fm - ACHD upd on mass vaccination clinic 1/30  0442 mrj 

The numbers are in from the mass vaccination clinic held yesterday (Friday) at the Mexico 

Memorial Airport. 

According to the Audrain County Health Department, roughly 1,600 vaccinations were 

delivered. 

Those eligible were Missouri residents age 65 or over and those 18 and over that had 

comorbidities. 

Five people that did not meet those criteria were turned away at the initial screening point. 

Audrain County Health Department Administrator Craig Brace was happy that such a low 

number had to be turned away, saying that the number of vaccines given equates to four 

Audrain County lives being saved. 

The event involved 45 Missouri National Guard members, along with help from the Audrain 

County Emergency Management Agency and the City of Mexico, among others. 

The second dose of the vaccine will be given on February 19th at the airport with only those 

vaccinated yesterday (Friday) being allowed at the event. 

 

am/fm - final totals on deer harvest 1/30  0528 mrj 

Missouri hunters harvested more than 296,000 deer during the 2020-2021 season, up 

nearly 11,000 from the previous season. 

Archery season ended January 15th. 

Local county totals for the whole deer season are:  Audrain 2,340, Boone 3,208, Callaway 

4,982, Gasconade 3,238,Lincoln 3,615, Monroe 3,700, Montgomery 3,142, Pike 4,306, Ralls 

2,528, Randolph 2,530, and Warren 2,489. 

High harvest counties were Franklin with 5,775, Howell with 5,363, Callaway in third place. 

 

am/fm - Urban trout season opens Monday 1/30  0610 mrj 

Monday is the first day of catch and keep trout season at urban trout impoundments. 

Area lakes stocked with trout include Kiwanis Lake in Mexico's Plunkett Park, Cosmo-Bethel 

Park in Columbia, Veterans' Park in Fulton and McKay Lake in Jefferson City. 

A fishing license is needed to fish for trout and if you want to keep the trout caught, you'll 

need a trout permit as well. 

Four trout is the daily limit and only eight total trout can be possessed. 

 

am/fm-Runge Nature Center Reopening mp 7:21 am 2/1/21 

The Missouri Department of Conservation is reopening its Runge Conservation Nature 

Center and Conservation Commission Headquarters in Jefferson City to the public today 

(Monday). 

According to a news release county-level reductions in COVID-19 cases have allowed for the 

reopening.  



Masks or other appropriate face coverings and social distancing will be required when in 

buildings at both locations.  

 

am/fm - MU vaccination site 2/1  1457 mrj 

MU Health Care plans to vaccinate up to four thousand between Thursday and Saturday at 

Faurot Field. 

MU Health Care is using an online survey to determine interest and eligibility for the 

Moderna vaccine and will start sending out invitations tomorrow (Tuesday) to those who 

responded. 

Those getting invitations will need to set an appointment between 7 am and 7 pm Thursday, 

Friday, or Saturday. 

The vaccination site is at the Walsworth Family Columns Club at Memorial Stadium. 

 

am/fm-Phil Predicts 6 more Weeks Of Winter mp 11:20 am 2/2/21 

Just in case you have not heard by now Pennsylvania's groundhog Punxsutawney Phil saw 

his shadow this (Tuesday) morning, predicting 6 more weeks of winter.  

It was the first-ever virtual Groundhog Day celebration, as Phil made his prediction for the 

135th time. 

 

fm-Free COVID-19 Testing IN Cole Co. mp 5:11 am 2/3/21 

The Community Health Center of Central Missouri is hosting a free COVID-19 testing in 

Jefferson City today (Wednesday).  

It is taking place at the American Legion Post 5, and started at 9 this morning and runs until 

3 this afternoon.  

Registering in advance for the event is recommended, however walk-ins are welcome, but 

not guaranteed a test.  

You can register for the event by calling 919-351-6256.  

 

fm-Columbia Temporary Warming Center mp 10:13 am 2/4/21 

The City of Columbia will open a temporary overnight warming center this weekend at the 

Wabash Bus Station.  

The National Weather Service is forecasting unseasonably cold weather below 9 degrees on 

Saturday and Sunday. 

The overnight warming center at Wabash Bus Station at 126 North 10th Street will be open 

from 7pm until 6am each evening.  

 

fm - drive thru vaccination clinic in Kirksville 2/4  1620 mrj 

The Adair County Health Department is offering a drive-thru COVID-19 mass vaccination 

clinic next Wednesday, February 10th. 

They are working with the National Guard and Missouri's Department of Health and Senior 

Services to offer more than 2,000 doses at the NEMO Fairgrounds between 9:00 a.m. and 

6:00 p.m. that day. 

This will be for all Phase 1A and 1B, Tier 1 and Tier 2 target groups and registration is 

required. 

For more information, visit the Adair County Health Department's Facebook page or call 

660-665-8491. 

 

am/fm-ACSO Looking For Wanted Mexico Man mp 7:37 am 2/5/21 

The Audrain County Sheriff's Office is seeking information on the whereabouts of man 

wanted on several Felony Warrants including Child Abuse, Endangering the Welfare of a 

Child and Domestic Assault. 

According to the Audrain County Sheriff's Department 30 year old Darnell Larry Davis had a 

last known address of 321 West Maple Street in Mexico.  



Anyone with information regarding his whereabouts is asked to contact the Audrain County 

Sheriff's Office or CRIMESTOPPERS. 

 

am/fm Local Fundraiser For Angel Wings mp 10:22 am 2/5/21 

Two Mexico business owners are collaborating together for an event tomorrow (Saturday) to 

raise money for Angel Wings a nonprofit clothing closet for foster children. 

Amy Webber owner of Amy Webber Photography and Alesha Ludovicy owner of Fairytale 

Rentals and Boutique will host an event where people can take pictures at 3 valentine 

backdrops and money raised will go to Angel Wings.  

n-2-5-21-2 

The event takes place at 201 North Washington Street in Mexico tomorrow (Saturday). 

 

am/fm-National Eat Ice Cream For Breakfast mp 10:48 am 2/5/21 

Tomorrow (Saturday) is National Eat Ice Cream For Breakfast Day. 

Amanda Marsh, nutrition educator with the St. Louis District Dairy Council says the day has 

grown in popularity over the years.  

n-2-5-21-1 

Marsh says ice cream does have some nutritional value as it contains calcium and Vitamin 

D.  

 

am/fm-Boone Hospital Visitor Announcement mp 5:01 am 2/6/21 

Boone Hospital is announcing that it will allow visitors for patients starting on Monday, 

February 8th. 

The hospital will allow one visitor to inpatients who are not COVID-19 positive, Adult 

Emergency Department patients, and adult patients in outpatient or procedural areas.  

The hospital says the change in the visitor policy is due to improvement's in the 14-day 

positivity rate. 

 

am/fm-Contagious Virus Variant In NE MO mp 4:59 am 2/8/21 

State Health officials are saying that the first case in Missouri of a highly contagious variant 

of the coronavirus has been recorded Marion County.  

The announcement was made on Saturday by the Missouri Department of Health and Senior 

Services. 

The department says that the variant of the virus that was first identified last fall in the 

United Kingdom had been confirmed in a person who lives in Marion County. 

The variant of the virus, which is believed to spread faster than the original coronavirus, has 

already been found in 33 states.  

 

am/fm-Extra Pet Care In Cold Weather mp 11:36 am 2/9/21 

The public is being reminded to provide extra care for their animals due to the extreme cold 

and precipitation.  

Hannibal Police sent out the reminder today saying residents should always make sure their 

animal has food, water that is not frozen and warm shelter conducive for maintaining body 

heat. 

The department says once temperatures drop under 20 degrees Fahrenheit all owners need 

to be aware their animals could potentially develop health problems like frost bite and 

hypothermia. 

The Community Service Officers are stepping up patrols during the cold temperatures and 

will be looking for animals that are being neglected by their owners.  

 

am/fm-Road Conditions In Mid-MO mp 5:27 am 2/10/21 

Drivers are being urged to plan to double or triple their average commute times for the next 

2 days. 



The Missouri Department of Transportation says light snow and freezing precipitation along 

with single digit temperatures and below zero wind chills will make clearing the roadways 

even more difficult as chemicals used to treat covered roads lose their effectiveness below 

25 degrees.  

This round of winter weather will affect both morning and evening commutes for the next 2 

days. 

For the latest road conditions check out the MoDOT Traveler Map on KWWR.com.  

 

am/fm-Mid-Mo Walmart & Sam's Club Vaccinations mp 5:10 am 2/10/21 

Walmart and Sam's Clubs pharmacy locations in Missouri are set to start vaccinations on 

Friday. 

Following the recent launch of the Federal Retail Pharmacy Program, the Missouri 

Department of Health and Human Services learned that 102 retail pharmacies were selected 

by federal partners. 

The participants include the Mexico Walmart, Boonville, Moberly, Eldon, Jefferson City, 

Rolla, Sedalia, Verailles, Warsaw and the three Walmart locations in Columbia. 

Also the Sam's Club Pharmacy in Columbia.  

Those eligible in the state's current tiers, Phase 1A and Phase 1B-Tier 1 and 2, can schedule 

vaccine appointments through the Walmart and Sam's Clubs websites, once appointments 

become available.  

 

am/fm-Mexico Black History Month Celebration mp 10:22 am 2/10/21 

Several events in Mexico are being planned in February to commemorate Black History 

Month. 

Mexico Mayor Dr. Ayanna Shivers says a on online panel will get together on February 20th 

to discuss the 13th Amendment. 

n-2-10-21-1 

Shivers says another event is planned on February 27th at Ty-Land. 

n-2-10-21-2 

Ty-Land is located on the south side of Mexico's town square.  

 

Shivers says these events are important to share what has happened in the past so we can 

appreciate where we have come from.  

 

 

am/fm - Noble Health town hall meeting 2/10  1939 mrj 

 

The executive team of Noble Health met with community leaders and citizens tonight 

(Wednesday) in Mexico to get an idea of what services were most important to the 

community as Noble Health prepares to take ownership of SSM Health St. Mary's Audrain. 

 

Improving the reputation of the hospital, improved services in the Emergency Department 

and streamlined billing processes were some of the topics of discussion from those in 

attendance. 

 

The new CEO of Noble Health Audrain, Amy O'Brien of Burlington, Iowa was introduced and 

explained why she is excited for the opportunity to come to Mexico. 

 

N-2-11-21-1 (28 secs) 

 

O'Brien will begin her duties on Monday, February 15. 

 

http://kwwr.com/


Transfer of ownership of the hospital from SSM Heath to Noble Health will happen March 

15th at midnight with Noble Health in control as of March 16th. 

 

 

fm-Cap Region Hospital In JC Visitor Change mp 5:09 am 2/11/21 

 

Starting today (Thursday) Capital Region Medical Center will allow 2 visitors per patient 

during visitor hours. 

 

Two visitors will also be allowed to accompany patients in the clinic setting. 

 

One visitor will be allowed for the emergency department.  

 

Visitation is still prohibited for COVID-19 patients in the ICU and receiving care in the 

COVID-19 units. 

 

Visitors will be screened upon entry and must wear a mask at all times.  

 

 

 

am/fm - MU Health Care COVID test site to close this weekend 2/11  1308 mrj 

 

The MU Health Care COVID-19 drive-thru testing site will be closed this weekend. 

 

Citing bitterly cold weather and reduced demand, the drive-thru site at Mizzou North will be 

open tomorrow (Friday) from 9 am until 1 pm and will re-open Tuesday from 8 am until 5 

pm. 

 

Testing volume has dropped from more than 3,000 per week in August to 1,329 in the first 

week of February. 

 

Those needing testing over the weekend can visit Mizzou Urgent Care or make an 

appointment with Mizzou Quick Care. 

 

 

 

am/fm-MO Vaccine Hotline mp 5:03 am 2/12/21 

 

A vaccine hotline is available in Missouri for those without internet access. 

 

The number is 877-435-8411, and is available from 7am to 7pm Monday through Friday, 

and 7am to 5pm on Saturday to help people register. 

 

Along with the state's hotline, MU Health Care, Boone County Hospital and the 

Columbia/Boone County Public Health and Human Services have a hotline for COVID-19 

vaccines as well. 

 

Missourians can call 573-771-CARE to get on the list. 

 

 

am/fm-Mexico Chamber Shop Local Grant mp 10:14 am 2/12/21 

 



The Mexico Area Chamber of Commerce is matching money they received from a grant to 

help promote local business during the pandemic. 

 

Executive Director of the Mexico Chamber Dana Keller says they applied for the shop local 

grant through the Mark Twain Regional Council of Governments.  

 

n-2-12-21-1 

 

Keller says sales tax in Mexico has remained good during COVID-19. 

 

n-2-12-21-2 

 

For more information about the shop local promotion visit mexico-chamber.org. 

 

 

 

am/fm-Fulton Officials Warning To Residents mp 5:03 am 2/13/21 

 

The City of Fulton is asking its residents to reduce their natural gas usage after finding 

frozen gas wells in nearby states are causing a decrease in supply.  

 

The officials held a press conference last (Friday) night saying their natural gas supplier 

contacted them yesterday (Friday) afternoon, telling them the likely spike in gas prices will 

be coming next week, because of the cold weather.  

 

Many of the wells located in Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas were freezing out. 

 

Fulton has adjusted its reserve to account for the spike in prices and reached out to other 

cities in mid-Missouri, encouraging they do the same. 

 

Fulton director of administration Bill Johnson said as of now he does not think gas rates will 

have to be adjusted, however that could change depending on how long the cold weather 

lasts.  

 

 

am/fm-IRS Starts Accept Tax Returns mp 5:15 am 2/13/21 

 

The IRS started accepting tax returns yesterday (Friday).  

 

There was a delay to the tax season due to the IRS dedicating resources to the second 

round of economic relief payments late last year. 

 

The deadline to file is April 15th. 

 

You can get a 6-month extension if you ask before then but if you owe taxes, they are due 

in April no matter what.  

 

 

fm-Wabash Bus Station Columbia Extends Hours mp 5:11 am 2/15/21 

 

The Wabash Bus Station on 10th Street in downtown Columbia are extending operations as 

a temporary warming center due to the dangerous temperatures. 

 

http://mexico-chamber.org/


The warming center will provide overnight relief for the homeless now through Thursday, 

February 18th from 7pm to 7am. 

 

 

 

am/fm-Road Conditions From MoDOT mp 5:17 am 2/15/21 

 

As winter weather continues in the listening area the Missouri Department of Transportation 

is updating road conditions. 

 

According to MoDOT roads this (Monday) morning are partly covered in the Audrain area. 

 

I-70 in Columbia and Jefferson City is covered as well. 

 

Wind will be an issue blowing snow back on the roads through out the day and again 

tonight. 

 

Crews have been working through out the evening and will continue into today. 

 

MoDOT is asking people to drive slow and stay off the roads if at all possible.  

 

 

AM/FM-ACHD 2nd Mass Vaccination Clinic Canceled mp 5:02 am 2/16/21 

 

This week's COVID-19 mass vaccination event at the Mexico Memorial Airport in Mexico is 

being canceled.  

 

Governor Mike Parson made the announcement yesterday (Monday) the event that was 

scheduled on for Friday, February 19th for those that received their first dose of the Pfizer 

vaccine on January 29th is being canceled in the interest of safety due to extreme winter 

weather. 

 

According to Audrain County Health Department Director Craig Brace details on the canceled 

event will be forthcoming before the end of this week after members of the health 

department, the Missouri National Guard and the Audrain County Emergency Management 

Agency are able to meet and decide on the best date possible for residents and all involved.  

 

 

fm-Governor Cancels Mass C-19 Clinics This Week mp 5:02 am 2/16/21 

 

Missouri's COVID-19 mass vaccination clinics scheduled this week are now canceled due to 

the extreme winter weather.  

 

Governor Mike Parson made the announcement yesterday (Monday) saying state officials 

are working to reschedule the clinics. 

 

In a press release Parson urged those who registered to reach out to other vaccinators in 

their region in the meantime.  

 

The Governor said this week's vaccines will remain in each of the 9 Missouri State Highway 

Patrol regions across the state.  

 

The vaccines will be redistributed to hospitals with emergency generators.  



 

 

am/fm-MoDOT Roads Update For 2/16/21 mp 5:27 am 2/16/21 

 

Motorists can expect roads to be partly covered to covered on their commute this (Tuesday) 

morning. 

 

The Missouri Department Transportation says crews have been out working all night and are 

trying to get to minor roads this morning. 

 

MoDOT is asking people to stay off the roads if at all possible and if you have to travel to 

give yourself plenty of time to get there.  

 

 

am/fm - MoDot warns of additional snowfall 2/16  1637 mrj 

 

MoDot is warning motorists to use caution during tomorrow (Wednesday) morning's 

commute due to snow forecasted to begin overnight. 

 

Areas that thawed today (Tuesday) will re-freeze and cause patches of black ice and 

slippery road conditions, especially on bridges and overpasses. 

 

Rolling blackouts through western parts of the state will also interrupt traffic signals. 

 

When a traffic signal is not functioning, the intersection is to be treated as a four-way stop. 

 

 

am/fm - Orscheln Farm & Home sells to Tractor Supply 2/17  1546 mrj 

 

Orscheln Farm & Home has a new owner. 

 

The company announced today (Wednesday) that all of their 165 stores in 11 states have 

been purchased by Tractor Supply Company, headquartered in Brentwood, Tennessee. 

 

Tractor Supply operates 1,923 stores in 49 states. 

 

Orscheln started with one store in Sedalia and is headquartered in Moberly and also 

operates a distribution center there as well. 

 

The nearly $297 million deal still needs regulatory approval. 

 

 

fm-Pettis Co. C-19 Clinic Postponed mp 5:04 am 2/18/21 

 

A second dose vaccination event scheduled for today (Thursday) in Pettis County is being 

postponed to Monday and Tuesday of next week. 

 

Bothwell Regional Hospital is delaying the event due to a lack of vaccine shipments to Pettis 

County. 

 

The extreme winter weather has led to a delay in COVID-19 shipments to individual 

counties.  

 



Pettis County residents must be pre-registered to receive the second dose of the vaccine on 

Monday and Tuesday.  

 

Appointment times will stay the same. 

 

 

 

am/fm-MoDOT Road Conditions mp 5:19 am 2/18/21 

 

The Missouri Department of Transportation is updating road conditions for the morning 

commute.  

 

Major in roads in Mexico area are partly covered.  

 

As you go south towards Columbia and Jefferson City roads are partly covered. 

 

MoDOT crews have been working through out the evening and say minor roads will remain 

partly covered through out the day.  

 

For the most up to date road conditions check out the MoDOT traveler map on KWWR.com.  

 

 

am/fm-MO Century Farms Applications Now Open mp 10:04 am 2/19/21 

 

Applications are now being accepted for Century Farms in Missouri. 

 

Mary Sobba, ag business specialist with MU Extension office in Audrain County says this is a 

program that started in 1976 under then Governor Kit Bond to showcase agriculture.  

 

n-2-19-21-2 

 

The application deadline is May 1st.  

 

If anyone needs more information or help with the application they can visit their local MU 

Extension office. 

 

 

am/fm - 2nd mass vax clinic in Mexico announced 2/22  1707 mrj 

 

The Audrain County Health Department is announcing the make-up date and location for the 

mass vaccination clinic that will provide the second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine for those 

that got the first shot in January's clinics. 

 

The second dose will be given during a walk-thru clinic Thursday from 8:00 a.m. until 4 

p.m. at the Mexico Area Family YMCA at 1127 Adams Street. 

 

Residents are asked to arrive at specific times based on their last names, no earlier or later. 

 8:00  Last names A 

 8:30  Last names B 

 9:00  Last names C 

 9:30  Last names D 

10:00  Last names E & F 

10:30  Last names G 

http://kwwr.com/


11:00  Last names H & I 

11:30  Last names J & K 

Noon  Last names L & M 

12:30  Last names N & O 

 1:00  Last names P & Q 

 1:30  Last names R & S 

 2:00  Last names T 

 2;30  Last names U & V 

 3:00  Last names W through Z 

 

Details on the set-up, traffic flow and parking at the YMCA will be released by the Audrain 

County Health Department in the coming days. 

 

 

am/fm-MDC Reminds To Buy 2021 Permits mp 5:21 am 2/23/21 

 

The Missouri Department of Conservation is reminding Missouri hunters and anglers that 

related annual permits expire at the end of February, including 2020 permits for small 

game, fishing, trout fishing, and combination hunting and fishing. T 

 

The hunting and fishing permits can be purchased online at mdc.mo.gov/buypermits, or 

through the departments free mobile apps.  

 

And the conservation department says you can renew permits each year by using their 

Auto-Renewal Service.  

 

 

am/fm-SSM-Audrain Closes C-19 DT Test Site mp 10:19 am 2/23/21 

 

The SSM Health drive-thru testing site in Mexico is closed, effective immediately.  

 

According to a press release from SSM this (Tuesday) morning the site is being closed due 

to sustained lower volumes and reduced community transmission of COVID-19.  

 

 

fm-City Of Columbia Resuming Utility Disconnects mp 11:33 am 2/26/21 

 

The City of Columbia will be resuming utility disconnects soon. 

 

According to a press release sent out today (Friday) the City of Columbia says as soon as 

the temperatures warm-up if you have a past-due balance, customers will need to bring 

their account current as soon as possible to avoid being disconnected.  

 

Payments can be made online, or by phone or at the Columbia City Hall at 701 East 

Broadway.  

 

 

 

am/fm-Mexico Ty-Land Photo Gallery Walk mp 5:23 am 2/27/21 

 

Mexico's Ty-Land will host an event today (Saturday) wrapping up the month long Black 

History Month celebration.  

 

http://mdc.mo.gov/buypermits


Mexico Mayor Dr. Ayanna Shivers says the event runs from 11am until 3pm.  

 

n-2-10-21-2 

 

Ty-Land is located at 110 West Jackson Street. 

 

 

 

fm-Boonville Mass Vaccination At IOC mp 5:04 am 3/1/21 

 

The Isle of Capri Casino Hotel will be the site for the state's Region F mass COVID-19 

vaccination clinic this week. 

 

The state estimates 2,000 Pfizer vaccines will be administered to those who qualify over the 

next 2 days.  

 

The event takes place today (Monday) and tomorrow (Tuesday) from 9 am until 4pm. 

 

You must be registered through the Missouri COVID-19 Vaccine Navigator and have a 

scheduled appointment.  

 

The Missouri National Guard will also be at the site helping with traffic and assisting those 

who need help getting from their car to the front of the hotel.  

 

 

 

am/fm - Boone Co modifies health order 3/1  1540 mrj 

 

Boone County Public Health & Human Services is modifying their health order, effective at 

Noon Thursday. 

 

Under the revision, all gatherings are limited to 50 people, large group gatherings held at a 

business are limited to 50% capacity or 200 people, and restaurants, bars and 

entertainment venues can resume normal hours. 

 

Bar service and buffet service will once again be allowed and for sports, indoor facilities can 

have either 50% capacity or 100 people whichever is less and outdoor sports can have up to 

200 spectators or 50% capacity. 

 

The modified order is set to expire at 11:59 a.m. on March 24. 

 

 

 

am/fm - Statewide tornado drill 3/1  1613 mrj 

 

This is National Severe Weather Preparedness Week and with that comes the statewide 

tornado drill. 

 

That drill takes place tomorrow (Tuesday) morning at 10 as communities around the state 

activate their outdoor warning sirens. 

 

am/fm-Tornado Test Sets Off WEA Syst. 

mp 10:53 am  



3/2/21 

 

Many alerts were sent to cell devices in error this morning as part of a test Tornado 

Warning. 

 

The test was done at 10 as part of the Missouri Severe Weather Preparedness Week.  

 

Typically the warning is used to test Weather Radios, the Emergency Alert System and 

serves for local jurisdictions to test their outdoor warning sirens.  

 

This morning the Tornado Warning also activated the Wireless Emergency Alert which sends 

alerts to many cell devices, and there was no wording indicating this was a test Tornado 

Warning. 

 

An investigation is underway by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  

 

 

am/fm - New COVID vax delivery chain in MO 3/4  1622 mrj 

 

Governor Parson is announcing that pharmacies across Missouri will begin receiving 

prioritized shipments of the COVID-19 vaccine. 

 

Starting next week, fifteen percent of the state's weekly vaccine allotment from the federal 

government will be allocated to the state's pharmacy program. 

 

Missouri has identified 161 pharmacies in 84 counties based on ability, location, and 

population and these pharmacies will have the ability to administer 200 initial doses per 

week. 

 

They will continue to receive this number of doses in addition to booster doses for the next 

three to four weeks. 

 

 

am/fm-U.S. Attorney's Office In Jefferson City Warns Of Scam mp 5:26 am 3/5/21 

 

The U.S. Attorney's Office in Jefferson City is warning of a scam. 

 

Officials says the scam involves a phone call from a person who claims to be with the Cyber 

Crimes and then tell the person they are calling their phone has been used in a cyber crime. 

 

The U.S. Attorney's Office is reminding residents they do not contact the public in this 

manner, and if you receive such a call to contact the FBI. 

 

 

am/fm-Audrain Co League Of Women's Voter Candidate Forum mp 11:24 am 3/8/21 

 

The Audrain County League of Women's Voters will be hosting a forum for the candidates 

running for seats on the Mexico City Council and the Mexico Board of Education.  

 

The candidate forum will take place on Wednesday, March 31st at the Farnen Community 

Room at the Audrain County Courthouse and will start at 7pm.  

 

 



fm-Columbia Regional Airport Adding 2 Flights mp 5:13 am 3/10/21 

 

The Columbia Regional Airport will be adding 2 flights to its schedule beginning May 6th.  

 

American Airlines will re-add a flight to Chicago-O'Hare International Airport and United 

Airlines will re-add a flight to Denver the same day.  

 

Previously the 2 flights were suspended due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

The airport is still operating below its pre-pandemic levels.  

 

 

am/fm-Boone Hospital Center & SSM JC Close Drive-Thru Testing Sites mp 5:04 am 

3/11/21 

 

The Boone Hospital Center and SSM Health St. Mary's Hospital in Jefferson City will be 

closing their drive-thru testing sites tomorrow (Friday) evening. 

 

Both locations are closing due to significant drops in testing in both Boone and Cole County. 

 

According to St. Mary's Hospital, just over 100 hundred people for the whole month of 

February had been tested at the hospital.  

 

Cole County has seen 26 positive tests in the whole month. 

 

For over a week, Missouri has been at or below 5% positivity rate.  

 

 

am/fm-MU To ease Event Limitations mp 11:43 am 3/11/21 

 

The University of Missouri is easing event limitations. 

 

In an email sent to MU students, faculty and staff this (Thursday) morning the University 

says it will now allow events up to 50 people, socially distanced. 

 

The events will still require face coverings and special precautions. 

 

The university will also provide COVID-19 safety kits to students, staff and faculty, that will 

include 3 disposable masks, one bottle of hand sanitizer and one package of disinfectant 

wipes.  

 

 

am/fm-Change Smoke Alarm Batteries mp 12:11 pm 3/11/21 

 

Missourians are being reminded to do several things with the return of daylight savings time 

this weekend. 

 

Little Dixie Chief Bill Albus says it is a good time to change smoke alarm batteries as you 

spring forward.  

 

n-3-11-21-2 

 



Families are also urged to practice their family escape plane when they set their clocks one 

hour head at 2am on Sunday.  

 

 

am/fm-IRS To Delay Tax Filing Deadline mp 5:04 am 3/18/21 

 

The IRS is planning to delay this year's tax filing deadline to mid-May. 

 

The IRS put out a statement yesterday (Wednesday) saying the new deadline would be May 

17th. 

 

The decision was reportedly made in order to allow filers more time to navigate tax 

situations complicated by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Last year, the IRS moved the deadline to July 15th, giving Americans an additional 3 

months to file their taxes.  

 

 

am/fm-MU Athletics Says Full Capacity At Fall Football Games mp 5:18 am 3/18/21 

 

Full capacity crowds will be allowed at Faurot Field for football games this fall.  

 

The University of Missouri Athletics Department made the announcement on Twitter 

yesterday (Wednesday). 

 

Mizzou has 7 home games scheduled this season, with the season opener against Central 

Michigan on September 4th.  

 

Last season due to the coronavirus pandemic, attendance was capped at around 18%, with 

about 11,800 fans allowed into Memorial Stadium. 

 

Mizzou football will host its annual spring game this Saturday at 1pm.  

 

Attendance for that game is capped at 6,000.  

 

Tickets are free, and will be required to enter the stadium. 

 

 

am/fm-MO Tornado Peak Season mp 10:24 am 3/18/21 

 

This month (March) through May is peak tornado season for Missouri. Audrain County 

Emergency Management Director Nic Tietsort says it is always a good idea to have several 

items ready to prepared. 

 

n-3-18-21-2 

 

According to the State of Missouri's weather safety website tornado's cause an average of 

70 deaths and 1,500 injuries in the U.S. every year, and the strongest ones have winds 

exceeding 200 miles per hour.  

 

 

 fm - Highway 61 emergency repairs in Hannibal 3/18  1625 mrj 

 



Emergency repairs to Highway 61 in Hannibal overnight will cause a detour and possible 

delays. 

 

The highway will close at midnight and is expected to re-open at 4 a.m. once asphalt mix 

and steel plates are put in place. 

 

The highway will be closed between Warren Barrett Drive and Market Street and will be re-

routed to Warren Barrett Drive to Highway 79. 

 

Message boards and signage will be placed at various locations will direct motorists. 

 

 

am/fm - Gov Parson set to open last 2 phases for COVID vax 3/18  1636 mrj 

 

Governor Parson announcing today (Thursday) that the final two phases of the state's 

vaccination plan will open soon. 

 

Phase 2 will be activated March 29th and Phase 3 will begin April 9th. 

 

The federal government has informed the state that the vaccine allotments to Missouri are 

expected to significantly increase by the first week of April. 

 

Approximately 880,000 Missourians will be eligible in Phase 2 and Phase 3 will be open to all 

Missouri adults. 

 

 

AM/FM-U.S. 54  Reopen At RR Bridge Flood mp 5:06 am 3/19/21 

 

U.S. Business 54 in Mexico, also known as East Liberty Street, is reopened this (Friday) 

morning after being closed at the railroad bridge due to flooding last (Thursday) night.  

 

MoDOT is reminding that floodwaters can be deeper than they appear and can hide hazards 

like sharp, objects, electrical wires, sewage and chemicals.  

 

To find about roads closed to flooding, check the MoDOT Traveler Information Map 

on KWWR.com.  

 

 

am/fm-MU Extension Gardening Tips mp 10:22 am 3/19/21 

 

With warmer weather on the way the Missouri Extension Office is providing some tips for 

gardeners. 

 

Dayton Shepherd, master gardener with MU Extension says it is still a little early to plant to 

tomatoes.  

 

n-3-19-21-1 

 

Shepherd says it also a good idea to get a soil test on your lawn before you start 

gardening.  

 

 

am/fm - MO extends tax filing date 3/19  1520 mrj 

http://kwwr.com/


 

Governor Mike Parson announces an extension to Missouri's tax filing deadline. 

 

The announcement today (Friday) extends the state's deadline to May 17th to reflect the 

extension granted Wednesday by the IRS regarding federal tax filing deadlines. 

 

The extension does not apply to estimated tax payments that are still due on April 15th. 

 

 

am/fm - Culvert replacements this week to close roads 3/20  2206 mrj 

 

Culvert replacement work by MoDot will have Highway B in Audrain County closed part of 

this week. 

 

Monday, it will be closed from Audrain Road 480 to Audrain Road 472, on Tuesday it will be 

shut down between Audrain Road 480 and Highway J and on Wednesday it will be closed 

from Highway J to Audrain Road 472. 

 

The work is weather permitting and will be done between 7 and 4 each day. 

 

 

am/fm-Hosp. Town Hall Meeting Mexico mp 5:27 am 3/22/21 

 

A hospital town hall meeting is planned in Mexico tomorrow (Tuesday) night at 5:30. 

 

Noble Health based out of Kansas City completed the acquisition of the hospital in Mexico 

from SSM one week ago.  

 

Noble Health Founders and Executive Team members will participate in a question and 

answer session tomorrow night regarding the Audrain hospital and its restoration of 

services.  

 

The town hall will take place at the Elks Lodge in Mexico at 1705 Christopher Road.  

 

 

fm - grass fire in Boone Co temporarily closes Hwy 63 3/22  1607 mrj 

 

A large grass fire the cause of traffic disruption to northbound Highway 63 this (Monday) 

afternoon. 

 

According to the Boone County Fire Protection District, the fire burned approximately 40 

acres near Sturgeon and closed northbound 63 at Canole Road for a short time. 

 

The call came in at 12:16 this (Monday) afternoon and fire officials say that it was not the 

result of a controlled burn although no cause has yet been determined. 

 

 

am/fm-Boone County Modifies Health Order mp 11:47 am 3/22/21 

 

The Columbia/Boone County Public Health and Human Services Director Stephanie Browning 

is modifying the current health order. 

 



The new orders go into effect at noon (tomorrow) Wednesday and expires on April 14th 

unless extended, rescinded or modified prior to such expiration.  

 

The modifications include occupancy limits for large gatherings or events held at businesses 

have been removed.  

 

Social distancing and masking are still required. 

 

The limit on group size at bars, restaurants and entertainment venues has been removed. 

 

And organizers of sports and activities are encouraged to conduct activities in stable 

groups.  

 

 

am/fm - MSHP looking for recruits 3/24  0443 mrj 

 

The Missouri State Highway Patrol is announcing the start of their next recruit academy. 

 

The 113th Recruit Class will begin January 18, 2022 with the deadline for applications of 

September 18, 2021. 

 

To be eligible to apply, candidates must have 30 hours of college credit hours or served in 

any component of the US Armed Forces including National Guard for a minimum of 2 years 

with an honorable discharge if separated, or a minimum of 2 years experience as a full-

time, POST-certified peace officer when training begins. 

 

More information about qualifications can be found by calling 800-796-7000 or by 

visiting motrooper.com. 

 

 

am/fm - Ameren gas rate increase 3/25  0531 mrj 

 

Ameren Missouri gas customers will pay more for natural gas, effective April 1st. 

 

The Missouri Public Service Commission approved Ameren's rate increase request yesterday 

(Wednesday). 

 

The current rate for natural gas is 38 cents per hundred cubic feet used, the new rate is a 

22% increase to 46 cents per hundred cubic feet used. 

 

According to the Public Service Commission, 50% to 55% of a customer's current bill 

reflects the cost of natural gas from wholesale suppliers. 

 

 

fm - Road repairs in Hannibal on 61 3/25  1214 mrj 

 

Road work overnight in Hannibal will have northbound Highway 61 closed between Warren 

Barrett Drive and Market Street. 

 

Traffic will be routed to Warren Barrett Drive to Highway 79 and back to Highway 36. 

 

The closure will begin at midnight and is expected to end at 2 tomorrow morning. 

 

http://motrooper.com/


 

am/fm - open call for MO made products for Walmart 3/26  0458 mrj 

 

The application process for Walmart’s eighth annual Open Call is now open, and the 

company invites Missouri entrepreneurs dreaming of landing their products on Walmart 

shelves and online to apply for the opportunity to meet with Walmart buyers on June 30, 

2021, via virtual pitch meetings.  

 

The retailer has committed to spending and additional $350 billion on items made, grown, 

or assembled in the US and is hoped to support more than 750,000 new American jobs. 

 

The deadline to apply for participation in this year’s Open Call for products made, grown or 

assembled in the United States is April 30.  

 

The application and additional information about the event are available at walmart-

jump.com. 

 

 

 

am/fm - Roadwork in Como on I-70 Sunday night 3/26  0531 mrj 

 

MoDot will close the exit ramp from westbound I-70 to Business Loop 70 in Columbia 

Sunday night for pavement improvements. 

 

The ramp will close at 7 Sunday night and will re-open at 5 Monday morning. 

 

 

am/fm - Mexico Farmers Market set to open 3/26  1043 mrj 

 

The Mexico Farmers Market is set to open Saturday, April 3rd at Orscheln Farm and Home 

on South Clark. 

 

Market Manager Matt Van Schyndel says there will be a variety of produce, meat, eggs, 

bedding plants, and direct sales vendors there from the first day through the end of the 

season. 

 

A new form of payment is also being offered this year. 

 

N-3-26-21-1 

 

The market will be open Saturday mornings from 8 until Noon and Wednesday evenings 

from 5 until 7. 

 

If you are a produce farmer in Audrain or surrounding counties and would like to sell at the 

market, Van Schyndel says to contact them through their Facebook page. 

 

 

fm - roadwork Sun night 70 & 63 connector 3/26  1115 mrj 

 

MoDot will be repairing and installing signs on Highway 63 near the I-70 connector Sunday 

night. 

 

http://walmart-jump.com/
http://walmart-jump.com/


Northbound lanes of Highway 63 will be closed Sunday night from 9 until Midnight and 

traffic will be routed through the Connector. 

 

The northbound exit ramp to the connector will be closed from midnight until 3 Monday 

morning and those wanting to access I-70 will need to use an alternate route. 

 

 

am/fm - Governor Parson extends state of emergency 3/27  0315 mrj 

 

Governor Parson is extending the state of emergency in Missouri through August 31st. 

 

The executive order was signed yesterday (Friday) and allows the state continued flexibility 

in providing resources and easing regulatory burdens to assist Missouri's COVID-19 

recovery. 

 

Nearly 600 state statutes and regulations have been waived or suspended since Governor 

Parson initially declared a state of emergency on March 13th of last year. 

 

 

am/fm - Red Flag warning for Monday afternoon & evening 3/29  0722 mrj 

 

The combination of strong winds, low humidity, and dry fuels is prompting a Red Flag 

Warning this (Monday) afternoon and evening. 

 

Mexico Public Safety Major Brice Mesko says it isn't illegal to burn in Mexico. 

 

N-3-29-21-1 

 

The red flag warning is in effect from noon until 8 tonight. 

 

 

am/fm-Sturgeon Boil Advisory mp 5:41 am 3/30/21 

 

A Boil Advisory is in effect for parts of Sturgeon until 12:45 P.M. tomorrow (Wednesday) 

3/31/21.  

 

The areas impacted include East Benson Starting at Fairgrounds Road to the end of the 

black top.  

 

All of North JoAnn. 

 

West Smith from North Joann to corner of North Turner.  

 

Corner of West Proctor & Fairgrounds to the corner of West Smith & North Joann.  

 

Corner of West Harris & Fairgrounds to the corner of North Turner.  

 

Corner of West Stone & Fairgrounds to the corner of North Wentz.  

 

And the corner of West Stone & North Turner to the corner of North Turner & West Harris.  
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fm-CPS Students Back To Virtual Learning mp 5:07 am 1/5/21 

Columbia Public School students will return to virtual learning today (Tuesday).  

The elementary students were scheduled to return to four-day in-person learning on 

January 11th, however that start date has now been delayed by a week.  

The Columbia School Board will meet on January 11th to reevaluate the reopening plan. 

 

am/fm-Mex Bright Futures Donation Lue mp 10:38 am 1/5/21 

The Mexico Bright Futures program is the recipient of a donation from NBA coach Tyronn 

Lue.  

Marci Minor, Mexico Public Schools Information Director says the donation was for the lunch 

buddies program. 

n-1-5-21-1 

Anyone interested in being a lunch buddy can contact the Mexico School District or the 

Mexico Chamber of Commerce.  

 

fm-Columbia College Names Interim Pres. mp 10:51 am 1/7/21 

Columbia College is naming Dr. David Russel, the Interim President. 

The Board of Trustees made the announcement today (Thursday) that Russell will assume 

the role of Interim President effective immediately. 

He will serve in the position while the College's Board of Trustees conducts a national search 

for a permanent president in the coming months.  

The transition comes after the college's former leader Dr. Scott Dalrymple announced his 

resignation in mid-November.  

 

fm-Columbia Stephens College Bomb Threat mp 5:17 am 1/8/21 

An investigation is underway in Columbia after a bomb threat was called at Stephens 

College just before 1am this (Friday) morning. 

According to a report from ABC 17 News a person called Boone County Joint 

Communications and said they had explosives in a school building. 

Law enforcement then established a perimeter near Stephens College and called the bomb 

squad. 

After a sweep of the building with K-9 units to search for explosives nothing was found. 



The investigation is continuing.  

 

am/fm-Mexico School Board Candidate Filing mp 5:36 am 1/9/21 

There are now five candidates running for a seat on the Mexico Board Education during the 

April 6th Election. 

Incumbent Scott Nichols filed to run for a second term yesterday (Friday).  

He joins Marci Minor, Andy Craig, Randy Reinwald and Keith Louder in seeking one of two 

open seats on the board.  

Nate Birt and Scott Nichols terms are expiring.  

 

fm-CPS To Vote On In-Seat Learning mp 5:04 am 1/11/21 

The Columbia Public Schools Board of Education will vote tonight (Monday) on whether 

students should return to in-seat instruction.  

All students in the district are scheduled to return to in-person classes on January 19th. 

Among the factors the board will consider when updating their re-open plan is guidance 

from the Boone County Health Department, average daily attendance and extreme swings 

in new cases. 

The meeting starts at 6:30.  

 

fm-CPS 4 Days Elem-Hybrid option For Sec. mp 5:07 am 1/12/21 

Columbia Elementary and Pre-K students will return to in-person four days a week and 

secondary students will have a hybrid option starting January 19th. 

 The Columbia Public Schools Board of Education voted 5-2 in favor of those decisions 

during a meeting last night. 

The hybrid option will split secondary students into 2 groups, based on last name.  

Group one students will return in-person Monday and Tuesday, while group two students 

will return in-person Thursdays and Fridays. 

Wednesdays will continue to be a work day for all students and staff. 

Buses will run all four days of in-person instruction.  

 

am/fm-Early C-19 Testing For Mu Students mp 5:11 am 1/13/21 

Early COVID-19 testing for University of Missouri Students will be available through Friday. 

Arrival testing is a requirement for students living on campus and for those living off 

campus it is highly encouraged. 



Students have three options and can test at home prior to arrival.  

Test on campus through early testing or testing at the Hearnes Center.  

Or submit documentation of a positive COVID-19 test between October 15th and January 

9th. 

Students can sign up for the Hearnes Center event through a portal by entering their MU 

username and password.  

 

am/fm-Dooley Sue MU Contract Dispute mp 5:17 am 1/13/21 

Derek Dooley a former assistant coach for the University of Missouri football team is suing 

over a contract dispute. 

Dooley filed a lawsuit in Boone County claiming the university still owes him a year's worth 

of his salary under the terms of his contract. 

Dooley was let go in March of 2019 along with head coach Barry Odom. 

A clause in Dooley's requires the school to pay out the rest of the money owed to him under 

the agreement in monthly installments. 

The lawsuit alleges the school has not yet made such payments. 

Dooley was making $925,000 annually when he was let go.  

An MU spokesperson declined to comment on the lawsuit.   

 

am/fm - Centralia teacher named to national board as president 1/13  1636 mrj 

The Association for Career and Technical Education Board of Directors has a new President-

Elect. 

Scott Stone, Ag Instructor and FFA Advisor at Centralia High School has been named to the 

post effective in July. 

He will then serve as President for the 2022-2023 term followed by a year as past-

president. 

The Association for Career and Technical Education is the nation's largest not-for-profit 

association committed to the advancement of education that prepares youth and adults for 

successful careers. 

 

fm-CPS Return To In-Person Hybrid Learn mp 5:01 am 1/19/21 

Columbia Public School students will return to the classroom this (Tuesday) morning.  

The Columbia Board of Education voted recently to send pre-K and elementary students 

back to the buildings in a hybrid model, learning in-person 4 days a week. 



High school and Middle school students will be online 2 days per week and in class 2 days 

per week. 

This is the first time middle and high school students in the Columbia School District will be 

learning in-person since last spring.  

 

am - Mexico Schools COVID dashboard 1/20  1440 mrj 

Mexico Public Schools reporting no new cases of COVID-19 in their population today 

(Wednesday). 

There are 34 in quarantine and 77 in modified quarantine. 

 

am/fm-MMA Summer Camps mp 10:43 am 1/21/21 

Enrollment for Missouri Military Academy Summer Camps is underway.  

Hannah Williams admissions counselor at the MMA says they offer a wide variety of 

programs. 

n-1-21-21-1 

The camps start in late June and early July and for more information log 

onto www.MissouriMilitaryAcademy.org. 

 

am/fm-Mexico School COVID-19 Dashboard Update mp 5:40 am 1/22/21 

The Mexico School District reported 2 new positive COVID-19 cases in student or staff 

yesterday (Thursday).  

According to updated numbers from the district's COVID-19 dashboard there are currently 

74 students or staff in quarantine and 14 students or staff in modified quarantine.  

The numbers are updated each afternoon Monday through Friday.  

 

am/fm-Mex FFA Senior State Ag Award mp 5:16 am 1/25/21 

Mexico FFA Senior, Grant Norfleet is a 2nd place finisher at the State Teach Ag finals for his 

fall speech.  

Norfleet competed on Friday. 

 

AM-Mex School District Increase Sports Spectators mp 10:18 am 1/25/21 

The Mexico School District is increasing the number of participants allowed at sports events. 

In an email released today from the district the plan is to allow 4 spectators per participant.  

http://www.missourimilitaryacademy.org/


Mexico Activities Director Travis Blevins says there is enough space to safely operate at 

about 1/3 capacity. 

The Mexico School District also downgraded their current COVID-19 Risk from Red to an 

Orange Level which is still considered a high risk.  

The school district is encouraging social distancing and mask wearing at all events.   

 

am-Mexico School COVID19 Dashboard mp 6:25 am 1/26/21 

No new student or staff COVID-19 positive cases reported in the Mexico School District 

yesterday (Monday). 

According to the district's COVID-19 dashboard there are currently 52 students or staff in 

quarantine, and 0 students or staff in modified quarantine. 

 

am/fm - CR-6 gets new superintendent 1/27  1538 mrj 

Community R-6 schools has a new superintendent. 

Nick Larson, current principal at Montgomery County High School will take over for Cheryl 

Mack who is retiring at the end of the school year. 

Larson will take over his new role July 1st. 

Larson is from Liberty, Missouri and spent 2 years as assistant principal and athletic director 

at Centralia High School. 

 

am-Area Schools Cancels Classes mp 5:07 am 1/28/21 

Freezing temperatures along with hazardous road conditions is causing several schools to 

cancel classes today (Thursday).  

The list includes Mexico Public Schools, Community R6, North Callaway R-1 Schools, Paris 

R-II Schools, Wellsville-Middletown, Fulton Public Schools, Sturgeon R-V Schools and 

Williams Head Start in Mexico.  

The Audrain County Libraries in Mexico, Vandalia, Farber and Laddonia will be opening at 10 

this (Thursday) morning.  

 

am/fm-MU Student Removed From Campus mp 5:13 am 1/29/21 

An MU student has been removed from campus and was arrested after being accused of 

causing harassment and disruptions at the closed door of 2 students, including the use of a 

racial slur.  

An email was sent to students, staff and faculty from MU Student Affairs and said the 

student was arrested for several charges including first-degree harassment and tampering 

with a witness. 



The student was removed from campus, pending the outcome of the student conduct 

process. 

 

fm-CPS Bus Crash mp 5:17 am 1/29/21 

No injuries reported after a Columbia Public Schools Bus was involved in a accident with a 

car at the intersection of South Stadium Boulevard and Rollins Street yesterday (Thursday) 

afternoon.  

Bus #207 collided with a burgundy car and according to the Columbia Public Schools 

Community Relations Department, there were 11 children on board.  

Another bus took the students home.  

 

am/fm-Catholic Schools Week mp 5:32 am 2/1/21 

A celebration is underway at Catholic Schools this week. 

Yesterday (Sunday) kicked off the annual Catholic Schools week which will run through 

Friday.  

Kathy Coulson, principal at the St. Brendan Catholic School in Mexico says the theme for the 

week is faith, excellence and service.  

n-2-1-21-1 

St. Brendan has 176 students enrolled and serves 3 year preschool through 8th grade. 

There are an estimated 8,351 Catholic schools in the United States.  

 

am/fm - Sturgeon R-V superintendent goes to Hermann 2/2  1603 mrj 

Sturgeon R-V superintendent accepts new post. 

Geoff Neill has been named the new superintendent for Gasconade County R-1 Schools in 

Hermann, effective July 1st. 

Neill had been with Sturgeon for 3 years and will take over for departing Hermann 

superintendent Dr. Scott Smith who is taking the reins of the Jackson School District in the 

bootheel. 

Sturgeon accepted Neill's resignation in a special meeting today (Tuesday) and will begin 

searching for his replacement immediately. 

 

am/fm-Fulton Schools Gym Project mp 5:18 am 2/5/21 

The Fulton Public Schools is moving ahead with plans for building a new gym at the Fulton 

High School.  



Voters approved the 27.5 million dollar Proposition S last year and the new gym is one of 

the larger projects. 

The Fulton Public Schools Board of Education Facilities Committee is working with architects 

and construction managers to decide what the new gym, lobby and entrance will look like. 

The committee met this week and is considering how large the new gym should be and it 

could seat anywhere from 1,200-1,500 people. 

The estimated cost is two hundred and fifty thousand dollars.  

 

am/fm-Mexico School Operating Yellow C-19 Risk mp 11:22 am 2/10/21 

The Mexico School District is operating at a Yellow COVID-19 Risk Level for this week. 

The Yellow is considered a moderate risk. 

According to the Audrain County Health Department the 7-day average of new cases per 

day is 3.3. 

The Mexico School District reported 3 new student or staff positive COVID-19 cases 

yesterday (Tuesday). 

The total number of students or staff in quarantine is 51, and 40 students or staff is in a 

modified quarantine.  

 

fm - New college coming to Ashland 2/11  1554 mrj 

A St. Louis-based technical college is building a campus in Ashland. 

Ranken Technical College's $6 million campus is expected to open in the fall of 2022. 

Ranken partnered with the Southern Boone School District and the City of Ashland to secure 

a $4.5 million federal Economic Development Administration Grant to make the school 

possible with the remaining $1.7 million to be raised through fundraising efforts. 

The 10-acre campus will be built on Perry Avenue near Highway 63 and will focus on 

information technology, health, manufacturing and construction coursework. 

 

am/fm - Columbia College announces graduation date 2/16  1543 mrj 

Columbia College announces their spring graduation date. 

The virtual graduation will be held May 1st at 11:00. 

Guest speakers and music will be part of the event and students can upload photos and 

videos that will play as their name is read. 

 

am/fm-Teachers Not Moving Up MO Vaccination Plan mp 5:11 am 2/19/21 



Teachers will not be moving up on Missouri's COVID-19 vaccination plan. 

Governor Mike Parson and Missouri Health Director Dr. Randall Williams addressed the 

question yesterday (Thursday) during the state's weekly COVID-19 briefing. 

Governor Parson said around 3 million people are eligible to get the vaccine now, which is 

nearly half the population. 

Neighboring states Kansas and Illinois have already started vaccinating teachers, as they 

deem school staff as frontline essential workers. 

In Missouri, teachers are classified in the state's Phase 1-B-Tier 3.  

The state is currently in Phase 1-B-Teir 2, which includes those 65 and older or with 

compromised immune systems.  

 

fm-JC BOE To Vote On Calendar Changes mp 5:15 am 2/22/21 

The Jefferson City Board of Education will vote on school calendar changes tonight (Monday) 

for the 2021-2022 student calendar.  

The change would include an early release every Monday instead of once a month. 

The modifications would allow teachers and staff to have more time to plan 

and  collaborate. 

Some parents have spoken out on social media, expressing concerns about lessons being 

cut short by the early release schedule. 

The new proposed calendar also includes a day off for staff on November 1st, and 2 remote 

learning days for grades 9-12 instead of having no school for the state track meet, which is 

set to be hosted at the Jefferson City High School. 

The board of education meeting  is set to take place tonight at 6.  

 

fm-Kirksville Schools Returning To Full Time In-Seat mp 6:26 am 2/23/21 

The Kirksville R-III School District is announcing a return to full-time in-person learning on 

Monday, March 15th.  

The school district says they fell the shift is appropriate at this time based on the continued 

low positive COVID-19 case numbers in the schools and the decreasing numbers in the 

surrounding community. 

 The district says students and staff are required to be masked at all times, except when 

socially distanced, eating or drinking, or engaging in physical activities. 

The Kirksville School District says additional communication will be sent out in the coming 

days reminding families of student expectations regarding safety precautions and 

quarantine protocols.  

 



am/fm-MMA New Director For Business Operations mp 6:42 am 2/24/21 

The Missouri Military Academy is announcing a new director for business operations. 

It was announced yesterday (Tuesday) that after an extensive national search, Joan DeBoe 

will step into the position.  

She comes to the MMA with 15 years of accounting experience within an educational 

setting.  

Prior to MMA, DeBoe worked as the director of business services and accounting at 

Columbia College for 7 years.  

 

fm-Audit Of Marshall School District mp 5:11 am 2/25/21 

Missouri State Auditor Nicole Galloway said yesterday (Wednesday) her office will audit the 

Marshall School District and the Smithville R-II School District after receiving petitions from 

residents of those districts.  

According to the Marshall Superintendent the board of education is set to meet next week 

with the State Auditor's office as they prepare to start the external audit of the school 

district.  

The State Auditor's Office estimates the cost to the district to be eighty five thousand to one 

hundred thousand dollars.  

 

am/fm - CR6 Board of Ed sets 21-22 school calendar 2/25  1339 mrj 

The school calendar for the 2021-2022 school year is now set for the Community R-6 School 

District. 

The Board of Education set the calendar at last (Wednesday) night's meeting. 

School will begin for students on August 24th, Christmas break is from December 20th to 

January 3rd, and Graduation is set for May 22nd. 

 

am/fm - MU to hold in person graduation 2/25  1739 mrj 

Mizzou graduations will be in person over a span of three weekends in April and May. 

May and August graduates will have their commencement exercises on May 7-9 and May 

14-16. 

2020 graduates will have theirs April 23-25. 

More details will be released by the university as the dates get closer. 

 

fm-Blair Oaks HS Names New Principal mp 5:00 am 2/26/21 

Chris Marshall is the new principal of the Blair Oaks High School.  



The announcement was made yesterday (Thursday) by the school district. 

Marshall currently serves as the Assistant Superintendent in the Morgan County R-II School 

District in Versailles. 

He comes into the new position with 18 years of educational experience, as well as a 

Bachelor's degree from Westminster College and his Master's and Specialist's Degrees from 

William Woods University.  

 

am/fm - William Woods University President retiring 3/2  1500 mrj 

The longest-serving and first female president of William Woods University in Fulton is 

retiring. 

Dr. Jahnae H. Barrett made the announcement today (Tuesday) that she will retire 

December 31st, during her 31st year as president. 

Dr. Barrett assumed the role of president in 1990 and has been with the University since 

1973. 

The first presidential search committee for the liberal arts institution in nearly 3 decades will 

be announced soon, according to the school. 

 

am/fm - Sturgeon school bomb threat 3/5  1339 mrj  

Sturgeon schools enter crisis protocol today (Friday) following a bomb threat. 

According to a letter from the district to staff and parents around 1:30 this (Friday) 

afternoon, school was evacuated after a staff member reported the threat of a bomb had 

been written on a bathroom wall in the K-8 building. 

Sturgeon Police and the Boone County Sheriff's Department responded and with the use of 

a K9, determined it was safe for students to return to the building. 

 

fm-CPS To Vote On 5-Day In Person Learn mp 5:09 am 3/8/21 

The Columbia Public School Board will vote tonight (Monday) on whether or not to allow 

students to return to school five days per week.  

During a board of education meeting last month Superintendent Dr. Peter Stiepleman said 

he would not recommend going back full-time until most teachers in the district had access 

to the vaccine. 

Phase 1, Tier 3 of the state's vaccination plan will make teachers eligible for the vaccine 

next Monday. 

Around 700 of Columbia Public Schools 3,000 employees have received at least one dose as 

of last week.  

Families who opted for their students to learn fully remote for the rest of the school year will 

not be able to return in-person after the vote.  



The meeting starts at 6:30 tonight (Monday).  

 

fm - Columbia Superintendent search down to 3 3/8  1444 mrj 

The search for a new Superintendent of Columbia Public Schools is narrowed to three. 

In a release from the district today (Monday) the three finalists are Dr. Erick Pruitt with 

Chicago Public Schools, Dr. Chace Ramey with the Iowa City Community School District, and 

Dr. Harold Brian Yearwood with Manor Independent School District in Manor, Texas. 

The Board of Education will hold a virtual public forum on Thursday night at 6:30 for the 

public to learn more about each candidate. 

The forum can be viewed on the district's website cpsk12.org/cpstv or on one of the CPS-TV 

cable access channels. 

The Board says they hope to hire retiring Superintendent Dr. Peter Stiepleman's 

replacement later this month.  

 

am/fm - MU Vet school gets $11 million donation 3/8  1550 mrj 

The University of Missouri School of Veterinary Medicine will use their largest donation ever 

to establish an imaging center. 

The eleven million dollar gift from Dr. Glenn and Mrs. Nancy Linnerson will establish the 

imaging center which will further comparative and translational medicine research at the 

university. 

The Linnersons met while attending MU and both graduated in 1954. 

 

fm-CPS Votes To Return To 5 Day School Week mp 5:00 am 3/9/21 

The Columbia Public Schools will be returning to a 5 day a week in-person learning starting 

April 5th. 

The Columbia Board of Education voted unanimously for the return last (Monday) night. 

Under the new plan, all classes will return to in-person learning for 5 days per week after 

the spring break. 

Families who opted for their students to learn fully remote for the rest of the school year will 

not return in-person.  

The district will still offer distance learning for the more than 3,400 students currently 

enrolled in virtual learning in all grades.  

 

am/fm-Sturgeon Schools 2nd Threat mp 5:06 am 3/10/21 

The Sturgeon K-8 school building was evacuated for a second time in less than a week after 

a threat was found yesterday (Tuesday). 

http://cpsk12.org/cpstv


All students and staff were safe and were able to get back in the building after Boone 

County Sheriff's deputies, MUPD K9 dogs and other law enforcement cleared the school.  

Last week on Friday, the district said a staff member reported that a threat of a bomb was 

written on a bathroom wall in the K-8 building, and out of an abundance of caution a K-9 

was brought in for assistance, and the school was cleared shortly after. 

Sturgeon Schools Superintendent Geoff Neill says the district is communicating to students 

in class that threats and the act of making threats carry severe consequences.  

 

fm-JC School Files Eminent Domain Lawsuit mp 5:17 am 3/10/21 

An eminent domain lawsuit is now filed by the Jefferson City School District in order to 

acquire property needed to expand their athletic facilities at the Jefferson City High School.  

According to a spokesperson from the Jefferson City School District the lawsuit was filed last 

week. 

A house on the property was severely damaged and condemned due to the damage.  

The owner of the property has yet to respond to the district and has yet to comment or 

counter the bid in any way.  

The property is the only thing left for the school district to obtain in order to start the 

expansion. 

 

am/fm-Actor Joins MU Theater Department mp 5:19 am 3/11/21 

Hollywood actor Taye Diggs is joining the MU Theater Department this spring.  

Diggs will work with musical theater students this May as the theater department's first 

Artist in Residence.  

He is well known for his roles in How Stella Got Her Groove Back, Brown Sugar and The 

Best Man and The Best Man Holiday. 

Diggs will also work with students in other settings at the university.  

 

am/fm - Columbia College now plans in person graduation 3/13  1611 mrj 

Columbia College graduates will now be able to have an in-person graduation ceremony, 

thanks to a little help from Mizzou. 

MU offered to let the college use Mizzou Arena for their May 1st ceremonies. 

Columbia College will hold ceremonies at 11:00 for the school of business and at 2:15 for 

schools of humanities, arts & social sciences and the school of natural sciences and 

mathematics. 

Both ceremonies will be live-streamed for family and friends unable to attend. 

 



fm-JC School Board To Vote On Early Release mp 5:02 am 3/15/21 

The Jefferson City School District will vote tonight (Monday) on the weekly 70 minute early 

release on Mondays. 

As of now the district has a 2-hour early release once a month on Wednesdays. 

The board was scheduled to vote on the weekly release last month, however decided to 

postpone the vote to give more time to make the decision.  

The vote takes place at the Miller Performing Art Center at 6pm tonight (Monday).  

 

fm - Columbia Schools new superintendent 3/15  1719 mrj 

Columbia Public Schools have a new superintendent starting July 1st. 

The Board hired Dr. Brian H. Yearwood this (Monday) morning following an executive 

session. 

Dr. Yearwood comes to Columbia from the Manor Independent School District in Manor, 

Texas. 

In his 30 years in education, Yearwood has served as a professor, coach, principal, and 

assistant superintendent. 

 

am/fm-Mexico BOE Meeting Agenda mp 5:28 am 3/16/21 

The Mexico Board of Education will be in session tonight (Monday). 

Some of the items on the agenda include approval of the 2021 Summer School, and 

approval of a bid for a school bus.  

Plus Mexico High School's  first ever girls wrestler to earn a state wrestling medal Katie 

Bowen will be recognized by the board for her historic accomplishment.  

The meeting starts at 7pm and will be held at Central Office at 2101 Lakeview Road.  

 

am/fm-Mexico School District Graduation And Summer School Plans mp 10:18 am 3/16/21 

The Mexico School District is making plans for an in-person graduation in May. 

Mexico Schools Superintendent Dr. Tammy Lupardus says parents had 3 different options to 

choose from.  

n-3-16-21-1 

Lupardus says the district will also be offering Summer School this year.  

n-3-16-21-2 

Summer School will run June 1st through June 25th at Hawthorne and Eugene Field 

Elementary Schools, and the Junior High as well as the Mexico High School.  



Registration will open soon.  

 

fm - New CFO for Jefferson City schools 3/16  1541 mrj 

A nearly 30-year veteran of education finances is being named the new Chief Financial 

Officer of the Jefferson City Public Schools. 

Shari LePage, a certified public accountant, will begin her new role in April to allow an 

overlap between her and retiring CFO Jason Hoffman. 

LePage has been with the Missouri Department of Elementary & Secondary Education for 28 

years, having served as chief budget officer and most recently as chief operating officer. 

 

FM-New Principal Columbia West Boulevard Elementary mp 5:05 am 3/17/21 

Morgan Neale will be recommended to the Columbia Board of Education to become the 

principal at West Boulevard Elementary School for the 2021-2022 school year. 

Neale has been the assistant principal at Rock Bridge Elementary since 2017 and will take 

over the role from current Interim Principal Tyler Simmons who will be returning to his 

assistant principal role at Fairview Elementary School next school year.  

 

am/fm-Moberly Schools Hires New Superintendent mp 5:18 am 3/17/21 

The Moberly Public Schools has a new Superintendent.  

The Moberly Public Schools Board of Education voted to hire Dr. Dustin Fanning as the next 

district superintendent. 

He will start his new job on July 1st this year. 

Fanning was also named as interim superintendent for the remainder of the school year.  

 

am/fm-Mexico Schools Announces 2 New Hires mp 5:37 am 3/18/21 

The Mexico Public School District is announcing 2 new hires.  

Dr. Robert Allen Miles will be the incoming Principal for Eugene Field Elementary for the 

2021-2022 school year. 

Dr. Miles is currently an Assistant Principal for Columbia Public Schools and previously 

taught elementary art for 17 years in Fulton. 

It was also announced yesterday (Wednesday) that Christine Harper has been named the 

Director of Communications for the Mexico School District starting next school year. 

Harper is currently a teacher for the North Callaway Public School District. 

She previously served as the Principal at Eugene Field Elementary School in Mexico from 

2008 to 2014. 



Harper starts her new role as Director of Communications on July 1st.  

 

am/fm - MMA hosts Jazz Academy this summer 3/18  1437 mrj 

Young jazz enthusiasts will be in Mexico this summer for the Summer Jazz Academy, hosted 

by Missouri Military Academy in June. 

The week-long class will allow participants to broaden their understanding of jazz and 

improvisation. 

The course will be taught by MMA's music instructor Bob McGrath along with two members 

of the Columbia Jazz Orchestra June 20-25. 

The course is for students 12 to 18 years old and is $350 to attend or $600 for those 

wanting the residential experience of MMA. 

 

am/fm-MMS Principal Deb Haag Going To Moberly High School mp 5:23 am 3/19/21 

Mexico Middle School Principal Deb Haag will be leaving for a new job at the end of this 

school year. 

The Moberly School District announced Haag as the Moberly High School Principal for the 

2021-2022 school year.  

She has 23 years of experience in education and has served as the Mexico Middle School 

Principal for the past 9 years.  

Haag is replacing Jeff Jones who is making a return to the classroom. 

Haag was also named to the Mexico Chamber Of Commerce's Highest Honor this year as the 

Colonel C.R. Stribling, Junior Community Service Award winner for her exemplary efforts on 

behalf of the community of Mexico for an extended period.  

 

am/fm-Mexico Schools 2 New Buses mp 10:28 am 3/19/21 

The Mexico School District is replacing 2 aging buses in their fleet.  

Superintendent Dr. Tammy Lupardus says it will be partially funded through a grant.  

n-3-19-21-2 

The lowest bids were approved by the Mexico Board Of Education during a meeting this 

week.  

 

am/fm-CR6 Schools Mask Mandate Removed mp 5:13 am 3/23/21 

The mask mandate at the Community R6 Schools is now removed.  

The CR6 Schools Board of Education voted to remove the mask mandate within the 

buildings last week. 



 Masks will still be required on the school buses.  

According to the school district the decision was made due to the decrease of the number of 

active positive cases in Audrain County and with the COVID-19 vaccines well underway. 

The Community R6 School District has been in session since August 11th, 2020 without 

closure. 

The School District says it will continue to monitor the COVID-19 numbers in the community 

and will modify their protocols as needed.  

 

am/fm - Southern Boone to hire more teachers with stimulus money 3/25  1106 mrj 

The Southern Boone School District in Ashland is planning to hire more teachers with funds 

from the latest federal stimulus package. 

They are set to receive nearly a half million dollars and want to hire more kindergarten, 

fourth grade, special education, and two new middle school teachers. 

The goal is to close the learning gap for students who may have fallen behind due to the 

pandemic. 

 

fm - Hallsville Elementary has new principal 3/26  1121 mrj 

Hallsville School District is announcing a new elementary principal for the Hallsville Primary 

School for the 2021-2022 school year. 

Hallsville graduate and teacher Rachael Nichols will assume the new role on July 1st. 

Nichols has been with the district since 2011 and has served as a first grade teacher and 

assistant principal. 

 

FM HEALTH JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH  

1/1/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Briefing  

1/1/21 Missouri Veterans Commission Releases Full COVID-19 Investigative Report  

1/4/21 Columbia City Council Looking Into Vaccine Education 

1/4/21 Missouri COVID-19 Update  

1/4/21 Audrain County Health Department Continuing WIC Services In 2021 

1/4/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Briefing  

1/5/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Briefing  

1/6/21 New COVID-19 Related Deaths Reported In Audrain County  

1/6/21 Boone Hospital Expanding Board And Creating New Entity  



1/7/21 SSM Audrain Hospital Relaxing Visitor Restrictions  

1/7/21 Two New COVID-19 Deaths Reported In Audrain County  

1/8/21 Area Hospitals Prepare For Surge  

1/11/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Briefing  

1/12/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Briefing  

1/13/21 U.S. Announces Changes To Vaccine Rollout  

1/13/21 Audrain County Weekly Collaborative Meeting  
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1/14/21 MO COVID-19 Cases  

1/14/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Update  

1/14/21 Boone County Health Orders Extended  

1/18/21 Callaway County Free Drive-Thru Flu Clinics  

1/19/21 Free COVID-19 Testing Sites  
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1/20/21 MO National Guard To Help With COVID-19 Vaccinations  

1/20/21 Audrain County COVID-19 Vaccine Update  

1/21/21 Callaway County COVID-19 Update  

1/21/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Update  

1/22/21 Cooper County COVID-19 Vaccines Just Starting  

1/23/21 COVID-19 Vaccine Availability In Columbia/Boone County  

1/25/21 Missouri Ranks Last In COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout  

1/26/21 MU Health Care COVID-19 Vaccine Site At Football Stadium 

1/26/21 Audrain County Mass Vaccination At Mexico Airport  

1/27/21 Noble Health Executive Don Peterson Updates Sale Of Mexico Hospital  

1/27/21 Audrain County Health Department Reports COVID-19 Related Scam  

1/28/21 New COVID-19 Related Death In Boone County  

1/28/21 Audrain County Health Department COVID-19 Briefing 

1/28/21 SSM Health Jefferson City Reducing COVID-19 Drive-Thru Hours   

1/28/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily Briefing  



1/29/21 Audrain County Mass COVID-19 Vaccination At Mexico Airport  

1/30/21 Updated Numbers From Audrain County Mass COVID-19 Clinic In Mexico  

2/1/21 Missouri COVID-19 Update  

2/1/21 Montgomery County COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic  

2/1/21 Audrain County Health Department COVID-19 Daily Briefing  

2/1/21 MU Vaccination Site  

2/1/21 New COVID-19 Related Death In Boone County 

2/2/21 Four New COVID-19 Related Deaths In Cole County  

2/2/21 Audrain County Mini-COVID-19 Clinic  

2/2/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily Briefing  

2/2/21 COVID-19 Vaccines Coming To Retail Pharmacies  

2/2/21 Additional COVID-19 Vaccination Sites In Missouri Announced  

2/3/21 Free COVID-19 Testing In Cole County  

2/3/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Briefing  

2/3/21 Audrain County COVID-19 Vaccinations Clinics Totals  

2/4/21 MU Health Care COVID-19 Vaccinations At Faurot Field  

2/5/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Briefing  

2/6/21 Boone Hospital Visitor Announcement  

2/6/21 MU Health Care Second Day Of Mass COVID-19 Clinic At Faurot Field  

2/8/21 Contagious COVID-19 Variant In Northeast Missouri  

2/8/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Briefing  

2/9/21 MO DHSS COVID-19 Update  

2/9/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Briefing  

2/9/21 MU Health Care Eases Visiting Restrictions  

2/10/21 Mid-Missouri Walmart's And Sam's Clubs Set To Start COVID-19 

Vaccinations  

2/10/21 New COVID-19 Death Reported In Audrain County  

2/10/21 Boone County Modifies Health Orders  

2/10/21 Noble Health Town Hall Meeting  



2/11/21 COVID-19 Variants And Vaccines 

2/11/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Briefing   

2/12/21 Missouri Vaccine Hotline  

2/15/21 SSM Audrain Closing COVID-19 Drive-Thru Testing Site This Week  

2/16/21 Audrain County Health Department Cancels Mass Vaccination Clinic  

2/16/21 Governor Parson Cancels All Mass Vaccination Clinics For The Week  

2/16/21 Truman VA Walk-In Clinic  

2/17/21 New COVID-19 Death In Audrain County  

2/18/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Briefing  

2/18/21 Governor Parson Updates Missouri COVID-19 Data  

2/19/21 New COVID-19 Death In Audrain County  

2/20/21 Randolph County Announces Reschedule Date For Second Dose Clinic  

2/22/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Brief 

2/22/21 Date Announced For Second Dose Mass Vaccination Clinic In Mexico  

2/23/21 SSM Audrain Closes COVID-19 Drive-Thru Testing Site Immediately  

2/23/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Briefing  

2/26/21 Callaway County Reports Four New COVID-19 Related Deaths  

3/1/21 Boonville Mass Vaccination Clinic At Isle Of Capri Casino Hotel  

3/1/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Briefing  

3/1/21 Boone County Modifies Health Order  

3/2/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Briefing  

3/4/21 Boone Hospital Holding Vaccination Clinic At Columbia Mall 

3/9/21 New Guidance From CDC  

3/10/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Briefing  

3/10/21 Second COVID-19 Mass Vaccination Clinic Being Planned In Audrain 

County  

3/11/21 Boone Hospital Center And SSM in Jefferson City Close COVID-19 Drive-

Thru Testing Sites  

3/11/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Briefing  



3/12/21 Boone County To Host First State Sponsored COVID-19 Mass Vaccination 

Clinic 

3/12/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Briefing  

3/13/21 Boone County Mass COVID-19 Mass Vaccination Results  

3/15/21 Missouri Begins Phase 1B Tier 3 COVID-19 Vaccinations  

3/15/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Vaccinations  

3/16/21 Noble Health Takes Charge Of Mexico Hospital  

3/16/21 Audrain County Health Department Daily COVID-19 Briefing  

3/17/21 Governor Parson Announces Mega Vaccination Clinic In St. Louis  

3/18/21 Governor Parson Set To Open Last Two Phases Of COVID-19 Vaccination 

Plan  

3/22/21 Noble Health Hosts Hospital Town Hall Meeting In Mexico  

3/22/21 Boone County Modified Health Order  

3/23/21 Audrain County Health Department Releases Direction On Second Mass 

COVID-19 Clinic  

3/24/21 Noble Health Hospital Town Hall Meeting In Mexico Results  

3/24/21 Audrain County Health Department Weekly Update  

3/29/21 Audrain County Opens Phase 2 Appointments  

3/30/21 Boone Hospital Set To Transition From BJC This Week  

 

am/fm-ACHD Daily Briefing mp 4:56 am 1/1/21 

Twenty one new COVID-19 cases reported in Audrain County yesterday (Thursday). 

According to the Audrain County Health Department there are now 175 total active 

cases, with 125 of the active cases in Mexico, 17 in Vandalia and 15 in Centralia. 

There have been 1,499 total cases of COVID-19 and 36 total deaths in Audrain 

County since the pandemic began.  

 

am/fm-MVC Vet Commission C-19 Investigation mp 5:26 am 1/1/21 

A full version of an investigation done by the Missouri Veterans Commission on its 

response to COVID-19 is now being released.  



The report says the commission failed to recognize the changing pandemic and did 

not plan or respond to it well.  

The review looked at the Mexico Veterans home and St. James Veterans home.  

The Mexico home had 2 deaths and 37 cases among residents and staff.  

According to the report staff did not screen veterans on their symptoms, however 

were aware of which ones related to COVID-19.  

The report says the Mexico home was able to stop any outbreaks because of its 

policies.  

The St. James Home had 9 deaths and 35 cases among residents and staff. 

The report says the St. James home was not following social distancing consistently 

as well as not cleaning and disinfection times were not followed.  

 

fm-Columbia City Council Vaccine Education Campaign mp 5:10 am 1/4/21 

The Columbia City Council will consider an agreement for a COVID-19 vaccine 

education campaign during tonight's meeting.  

Bucket Media which has a location in Columbia would head the campaign and work 

with the Columbia/Boone County Health Department to promote vaccine education. 

The deal would cost the city over two hundred thousand dollars, and would come 

out of Columbia's general fund, however is expected to be reimbursed by the state 

health department and Cares Act funding by February.  

 

am/fm-MO COVID-19 Update mp 5:16 am 1/4/21 

Missouri's total COVID-19 cases surpassed four hundred thousand yesterday 

(Sunday).  

The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services reported over 2,300 new 

COVID-19 cases Sunday, pushing the total number of cases in Missouri to 401,761. 

There were also 19 new virus related deaths added yesterday (Sunday) bringing 

the state's death toll to 5,562. 

Currently, there are 2,701 hospitalized with the virus, with inpatient bed capacity 

up to 76%. 

 

AM-ACHD To Continue WIC Serv. For 2021 mp 5:39 am 1/4/21 



The Audrain County Health Department is announcing they will continue WIC 

services for 2021. 

According to a news release representatives from the Audrain County Health 

Department have signed a contract to provide the Special Supplemental Food 

Program for the Women, Infants, and Children program with the Missouri 

Department of Health and Senior Services. 

 WIC provides, at no cost, specific nutritious supplemental foods and nutrition 

education to pregnant, breastfeeding, and postpartum women, infants and children 

up to age 5. 

Anyone who is interested in applying or needs more information can contact the 

Audrain County Health Department at 573-581-1332.  

 

am/fm - Monday ACHD COVID update 1/4  1500 mrj 

One new death and 26 new cases of COVID-19 reported in Audrain County today 

(Monday). 

According to the Audrain County Health Department, there are 154 active cases 

with 112 in Mexico, 17 in Vandalia and 11 in Centralia. 

There have been 1,525 total cases and now 37 deaths in the county since the 

pandemic began. 

 

am/fm - Tuesday ACHD update 1/5  1542 mrj 

Six new COVID-19 cases and six recoveries being reported by the Audrain County 

Health Department as of 3:00 this (Tuesday) afternoon. 

Active cases remain at 154 with 111 of those in Mexico, 16 in Vandalia and 12 in 

Centralia. 

There have been 1,535 total cases and 37 deaths since the pandemic began. 

Yesterday's (Monday's) report contained a mathematical error on KXEO's 

part...there were 26 new cases, not 47.  We apologize for the error. 

 

am/fm - New deaths in Audrain Co per ACHD 1/6  1522 mrj 

Four new deaths related to COVID-19 being reported in Audrain County this 

(Wednesday) afternoon. 

There are now 41 deaths attributed to the novel coronavirus and 16 new cases 

reported. 



There are 135 active cases with 96 in Mexico and 17 in Vandalia. 

Recoveries now stand at 1,371. 

 

am/fm - Boone Hospital expands board, creates new entity 1/6  1601 mrj 

The Board of Trustees of Boone Hospital forms a new entity and expands the 

number of Trustees. 

The board has formed Boone Health which will manage the operations of Boone 

Hospital, Boone Medical Group, Boone Home Care & Hospice and relationships with 

area hospitals and private practices. 

The move is ahead of Boone Hospital separating from BJC to become a stand-alone 

hospital on April 1st. 

The Board has expanded to an 11-member Boone Governing Board. 

 

am/fm-SSM Audrain Relaxing Visit Restrictions mp 12:13 pm 1/7/21 

SSM Health St. Mary's Hospital Audrain is announcing that starting Monday, 

January 11th visitor restrictions will be relaxed. 

According to news release from the hospital the change is due to a decrease in 

community transmission of the COVID-19 virus. 

 All non-COVID positive patients will be welcome to have one support person at a 

time, over the age of 16, during designated hours. 

Exceptions may be made for end-of-life situations.  

The support people will need to enter through the Emergency Room Entrance 

between 8 am and 8pm and undergo a screening, wear a face mask covering both 

nose and mouth, stay in the patient room or designated waiting area, and follow 

hand hygiene and social distancing guidelines. 

 

am/fm - 2 new COVID deaths in Aud Co 1/7  1531 mrj 

Two new deaths related to COVID-19 being reported by the Audrain County Health 

Department today (Thursday). 

The death toll in the county is now at 43. 

Eight new cases being reported as well, bringing the total since the pandemic began 

to 1,555. 

Active cases stand at 126 with 80 in Mexico and 18 in Vandalia. 



 

am/fm-Area Hospitals Prepare For Surge mp 5:08 am 1/8/21 

Area hospitals are preparing for yet another coronavirus case surge as Christmas 

and New Years festivities come to an end. 

As of yesterday (Thursday), the COVID-19 dashboard for central Missouri is 

showing 35% remaining availability for ICU beds and 48% remaining availability for 

inpatient bed capacity. 

Statewide, 23% remain for ICU beds and 35% remain for total inpatient beds.  

Hospitals saw a substantial surge in hospitalizations after Thanksgiving. 

 

am/fm - ACHD Mon update 1/11  1527 mrj 

Twenty new cases of the novel coronavirus being reported in Audrain County today 

(Monday). 

As of 3:00, according to the Audrain County Health Department, there are 122 

active cases with 91 in Mexico and 14 in Vandalia. 

There have been 1,582 total cases and 1,417 recoveries made since the pandemic 

began, along with 43 deaths. 

 

am/fm-ACHD Daily COVID-19 Brief mp 11:19 am 1/12/21 

Four new cases of COVID-19 being reported in Audrain County today (Tuesday). 

According to the Audrain Health Department there are currently 119 active cases 

with 83 of the active cases in Mexico and 17 in Vandalia.  

The 7-day average of new cases in Audrain County is 17.5. 

There have been 1,586 total cases of COVID-19 and 43 deaths due to the virus 

since the beginning of the pandemic.  

 

am/fm-US Announce Change Vaccine Rollout mp 5:04 am 1/13/21 

Changes are being announced to the vaccine rollout in the United States. 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services said yesterday (Tuesday) 

vaccine production is predictable enough to release the entire current supply while 

also ensuring a timely second dose. 

States are also being told to open up vaccinations to everyone 65 and older as well 

as adults under 65 with a comorbidity. 



States are also asked to allow for more points of distribution in the community like 

pharmacies, community health centers.  

 

am/fm - Weekly intra-collaborative meeting for Audrain County officials 

1/13  1504mrj 

Audrain County health and community leaders discuss COVID-19 concerns and 

issues in their weekly conference call this (Wednesday) afternoon. 

During the call, Audrain County Health Department Administrator Craig Brace said 

his agency has been overwhelmed with calls concerning the US Department of 

Health's announcement wanting states to open up vaccines to those over 65 and 

those under 65 with comorbidities. 

Audrain County Health Department is waiting on guidance from Missouri state 

health officials and will know more soon as far as a timeline for the vaccine rollout 

and encourages patience from residents that fit the criteria. 

Brace says 2.6 million Missourians fit in the 65 or over age bracket. 

Audrain Emergency Management still has face shields available and the Help Center 

in Mexico is still delivering supplemental food to those in quarantine that need it. 

General Richard Geraci with MMA reported that they have 204 cadets enrolled and 

tested all cadets as they came back from break. 

Fourteen tested positive and are in quarantine. 

In-seat learning will resume tomorrow (Thursday) and regular sporting events start 

Friday. 

 

am/fm - 2 new COVID deaths in Audrain County 1/13  1543 mrj 

Two additional deaths attributed to the novel coronavirus being reported today 

(Wednesday) in Audrain County. 

According to the Audrain County Health Department, there are 9 new cases for a 

total of 102 active cases. 

Mexico has 71 active cases while Vandalia has 17. 

Audrain County is reporting 45 deaths since the pandemic began. 

 

am/fm-MO COVID Cases mp 9:44 am 1/14/21 

The Missouri Department of Health and Human Services recorded 2,546 new 

coronavirus cases in the last 24 hours.  



The total number of cases in Missouri is now at 431,957.  

The state is also reporting 7 new deaths in the last 24 hours. This brings the total 

number of COVID-19 related deaths to 6,201 since the pandemic began.  

 

am/fm - ACHD Thu update 1/14  1335 mrj 

Seven new cases of COVID-19 being reported this (Thursday) afternoon by the 

Audrain County Health Department. 

There are now 91 active cases in the county with 61 in Mexico and 13 in Vandalia. 

Since the pandemic began, there have been 1,602 total cases, 1,466 recoveries 

and 45 deaths. 

 

am/fm - Boone County extends health orders 1/14  1515 mrj 

Stephanie Browning, Director of the Columbia/Boone County Public Health and 

Human Services, is extending the current health orders. 

The orders are now in effect until 11:59 pm on February 16th unless extended, 

rescinded, or modified. 

The extension also extends the mask requirement for both Columbia and Boone 

County. 

 

am/fm-Callaway Co. Free Drive-Thru Flu Clinic mp 5:14 am 1/18/21 

Several free drive-thru flu shot clinics will be held across Callaway County this 

week. 

Starting today (Monday)  from 9am until noon at the Fulton Senior Center. 

Tomorrow (Tuesday) at the Pleasant Grove Church from 9am until 1pm and at the 

Callaway County Courthouse from 2pm until 5pm. 

On Wednesday at the Williamsburg Fire Department from 8am until noon. 

And on Friday at the Tebbetts Community Hall from 2pm until 6pm.  

The Callaway County Health Department is administering the flu shots to individuals 

18 years and older and health insurance is not needed.  

 

am/fm-Free COVID-19 Testing Sites mp 5:07 am 1/19/21 

Free COVID-19 testing events are being held across mid-Missouri this week. 



Today (Tuesday) from 9am until 2pm a testing event is being held at Compass 

Health Network in Columbia at 3501 Berrywood Drive.  

Tomorrow (Wednesday) a testing site is being held in Jefferson City at the 

American Legion from 8am until 3pm.  

Next week on Monday a testing event will be held at the Presser Performing Arts 

Center Parking Lot in Mexico at 900 South Jefferson Street. 

The events are being hosted by the Missouri Department of Health Senior Services 

who is partnering with MAKO Labs.  

Online registration is strongly recommended.  

 

am/fm - 5 new COVID deaths in Audrain County 1/19  1312 mrj 

Five new deaths attributed to COVID-19 being reported this (Tuesday) afternoon by 

the Audrain County Health Department. 

There are now 50 deaths in the county since the onset of the pandemic. 

Fifteen new cases also reported, bringing the active cases to 87 with 56 in Mexico 

and 15 in Vandalia. 

There have been 1,624 total cases since the pandemic began.  

 

am/fm - Mo Nat'l Guard to help with vaccinations 1/20  1731 mrj 

The Missouri National Guard will be helping with mass vaccination sites according to 

Governor Mike Parson. 

That announcement was made today (Wednesday) that mass vaccination sites will 

be set up in each of the Missouri State Highway Patrol's nine troop regions. 

The Guard is providing teams of soldiers and airmen to assist in establishing and 

staffing the sites as well as deploying administrative teams to assist local agencies 

and providers with data backlogs. 

The sites will have the capability to provide up to 2,500 doses per day, per team. 

 

am/fm - Update on COVID-19 vaccines in Audrain County 1/20  1405 mrj 

More COVID-19 vaccine doses are being ordered by both the Audrain County Health 

Department and Arthur Center Community Health. 

The Health Department has received 400 doses so far with 400 more on order. 



Eighty percent of their supply is earmarked for law enforcement, fire and EMS 

providers who are beginning to get vaccinated,  with the remainder set aside for 

those 65 or over and those with comorbidities. 

The Arthur Center has ordered 400 doses as well. 

SSM Health will begin offering vaccines to their patients meeting the state's criteria 

tomorrow (Thursday) at their Internal Medicine Clinic in Mexico. 

In other COVID-19 testing news, the Arthur Center will have a drive-thru testing 

site Monday, January 25th from Noon until 4:00 p.m. at Presser Arts Center. 

No doctor's order is needed, but online sign up is required. 

The registration link is available on the Arthur Center's website -- arthurcenter.com 

 

 

am/fm-Callaway COVID-19 Update mp 5:04 am 1/21/21 

Forty one new COVID-19 cases reported in the Callaway County Department of 

Corrections and one case recorded in the Fulton State Hospital yesterday 

(Thursday). 

According to the Callaway County COVID-19 dashboard there are 318 active cases 

which is a 76 case decrease from Tuesday. 

There have been a total of 3,575 cases and 34 deaths due to the virus in Callaway 

County since the beginning of the pandemic.  

 

am/fm-ACHD Daily Brief 1/21/21 mp 11:32 am 1/21/21 

Five new cases of COVID-19 reported in Audrain County today (Thursday). 

According to the Audrain County Health Department there are now 74 active cases 

with 51 of the active cases in Mexico and 13 in Vandalia. 

There have been a total of 1,510 COVID-19 cases and 50 deaths due to the virus in 

Audrain County since the beginning of the pandemic.  

 

fm-Cooper Co Vaccination Just Starting mp 5:11 am 1/22/21 

More residents in Cooper County are starting to receive their first dose of the 

COVID-19 vaccine.  

The Cooper County Health Center received 250 doses of the vaccine on Wednesday 

from Boone Hospital Center.  

http://arthurcenter.com/


103 of the vaccines were administered that day.  

Cooper County is still behind compared to the rest of mid-Missouri's progress on 

distributing the vaccine largely due to the closing of Pinnacle Regional Hospital in 

January of 2020 leaving the county with limited resources in getting the vaccine.  

 

am/fm-Vaccine Avail In Como/Boone County mp 5:14 am 1/23/21 

The Columbia/Boone County Health Department and Boone Hospital Center and MU 

Health Care leaders are updating the public on COVID-19 vaccine availability in a 

joint statement yesterday (Friday).  

Leaders said that vaccine supply remains extremely limited and the health 

department and hospitals will continue to vaccinate those who are most at risk with 

COVID-19 exposure.  

The release went on to say in order to move to further tiers and phases, there has 

to be an increase in vaccine supply from the state.  

 

am/fm-MO Ranks Last In Vaccine Rollout mp 4:58 am 1/25/21 

CDC data is showing Missouri ranks last in the United States for the portion of 

residents who have received at least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. 

The data shows providers in Missouri have administered just over 317,000 of the 

661,000 doses that have been distributed.  

Over the last week, Missouri has been averaging about 11,000 vaccinations per 

day. 

According to the CDC, over 18.5 million individuals in the United States have 

received at least one dose of the vaccine, with 3.2 million people having received 

the full 2-dose regimen. 

 

am/fm-Audrain County Mass Vaccination At Airport mp 10:04 am 1/26/21 

A free COVID-19 vaccination will be offered in Audrain County and surrounding 

residents this Friday, January 29th. 

The Missouri National Guard through a partnership with the Audrain County Health 

Department, the County of Audrain and the City Mexico will be vaccinating those 

65+years of age and adults with high-risk conditions.  

The Missouri National Guard hopes to be able to vaccinate up to 2,500 residents 

during the operational period of 9am until 4pm at the Mexico Airport. 



Further instruction as to how the clinic will operate will be forthcoming as soon as 

possible and will be available at www.audrainountyhealth.org.  

 

AM/FM-MU Health Care Vaccination Site FB Stadium mp 5:00 am 1/26/21 

A COVID-19 vaccination site is now open at the MU football stadium. 

MU Health Care is ready to begin large-scale public vaccinations pending an 

adequate supply of vaccine. 

The site is inside the Walsworth Columns Club at Faurot Field and opened yesterday 

(Monday) morning.  

Clinical learners and those in Phase 1b Tier 1 are scheduled for vaccination this 

week.  

People can sign up to be notified when the COVID-19 vaccine will be available to 

them by going to muhealth.org/for/covid-vaccine-survey.  

 

am/fm-Audrain County Mass Vaccination At Airport mp 10:04 am 1/26/21 

A free COVID-19 vaccination will be offered in Audrain County and surrounding 

residents this Friday, January 29th. 

The Missouri National Guard through a partnership with the Audrain County Health 

Department, the County of Audrain and the City Mexico will be vaccinating those 

65+years of age and adults with high-risk conditions.  

The Missouri National Guard hopes to be able to vaccinate up to 2,500 residents 

during the operational period of 9am until 4pm at the Mexico Airport. 

Further instruction as to how the clinic will operate will be forthcoming as soon as 

possible and will be available at www.audrainountyhealth.org.  

 

am/fm-Noble Health Executive On Mexico Hospital mp 10:30 am 1/27/21 

A transfer of ownership of the hospital in Mexico from SSM to Noble Health nearly 

complete. 

Don Peterson, executive chairman of Noble Health says the hospital in Fulton and 

Mexico will share resources.  

n-1-27-21-1 

Peterson says when Noble takes over the hospital in Mexico, nobody is losing their 

job. 

http://www.audrainountyhealth.org/
http://muhealth.org/for/covid-vaccine-survey
http://www.audrainountyhealth.org/


n-1-27-21-2 

The deal between SSM and Noble Health is expected to be finalized at the latest by 

the first of March. 

 

am/fm - ACHD reporting fraud scam 1/27  1616 mrj 

The Audrain County Health Department is reporting a scam involving COVID-19 

vaccinations. 

According to the agency, they have been made aware of an outside company with 

no affiliation to the health department calling area residents asking them to sign up 

for the COVID-19 vaccinations. 

The callers ask for the political affiliation and other personal information of the 

residents. 

The health department encourages those called to end the call as soon as possible 

and assures residents that their staff or call center does not ask questions outside 

of your medical care. 

 

am/fm-New C-19 Death In Boone County mp 5:19 am 1/28/21  

One new coronavirus death reported in Boone County yesterday (Wednesday). 

According to the Columbia/Boone County Health Department the individual was in 

the 75-79 age group.  

It marks the 69th COVID-19 related death since March 18th, and is the 11th 

coronavirus related death in Boone County this month.  

 

am/fm-ACHD Daily Briefing mp 12:14 pm 1/27/21 

Three new COVID-19 cases reported in Audrain County today (Wednesday).  

According to the Audrain County Health Department there are currently 50 active 

cases, with 24 of the active cases in Mexico and 10 in Vandalia. 

The 7-day average of new cases per day is 8.2. 

There have been a total of 1,560 COVID-19 cases and 50 deaths due to the virus in 

Audrain County since the beginning of the pandemic.  

 

fm-SSM Health JC Reducing Dt Test Hours mp 11:07 am 1/28/21 



SSM Health in Jefferson City will be reducing their COVID-19 drive-thru testing 

hours starting Monday, February 1st.  

The site will now be open Monday through Friday from 8am until noon, and on 

Sundays from 9am until 1pm.  

 

am/fm - Thursday ACHD update 1/28  1310 mrj 

One new COVID-19 case in Audrain County today (Thursday) according to the 

Audrain County Health Department. 

The number of active cases dropped by six to 34 with 21 in Mexico. 

The total number of cases since the start of the pandemic is 1,651 with 1,567 

recoveries and 50 deaths. 

 

am/fm-Audrain Mass C-19 Vaccination In Mexico mp 5:25 am 1/29/21 

The Mexico Airport will host a mass COVID-19 vaccination for Audrain County 

residents as well as those in surrounding areas, today from 9am until 4pm.  

Residents in Phase 1B-Tiers 1 and 2 will have the opportunity to receive the first 

dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.  

Those aged 65 and older or with high risk medical conditions fall under the eligible 

tiers. 

The Missouri National Guard is assisting in the effort and their are enough doses to 

vaccinate up to 2,500 people. 

Residents will be able to drive up to the Mexico Airport and the vaccine will be given 

on a first come first serve basis.  

Those that receive the vaccine today will be able to return to the Mexico Airport in 3 

weeks to receive their 2nd vaccine. 

Mexico Public Safety is reminding people not to show up early and wait until traffic 

direction is in place before they come by. 

 

am/fm - ACHD upd on mass vaccination clinic 1/30  0442 mrj 

The numbers are in from the mass vaccination clinic held yesterday (Friday) at the 

Mexico Memorial Airport. 

According to the Audrain County Health Department, roughly 1,600 vaccinations 

were delivered. 



Those eligible were Missouri residents age 65 or over and those 18 and over that 

had comorbidities. 

Five people that did not meet those criteria were turned away at the initial 

screening point. 

Audrain County Health Department Administrator Craig Brace was happy that such 

a low number had to be turned away, saying that the number of vaccines given 

equates to four Audrain County lives being saved. 

The event involved 45 Missouri National Guard members, along with help from the 

Audrain County Emergency Management Agency and the City of Mexico, among 

others. 

The second dose of the vaccine will be given on February 19th at the airport with 

only those vaccinated yesterday (Friday) being allowed at the event. 

 

am/fm-MO COVID-Update mp 5:26 am 2/1/21 

No new COVID-19 related deaths reported in Missouri yesterday (Sunday). 

The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services did record 1,040 news 

cases yesterday (Sunday). 

The state is continuing to vaccinate Missourians, with at least 6.4 percent of the 

population inoculated, meaning 394,065 have been given at least one dose. 

The state has given out 511,657 doses all together.  

 

fm-Mont Co. COVID-19 Vaccination mp 6:50 am 2/1/21 

Over 200 people are now vaccinated after the Montgomery County Health 

Department hosted a COVID-19 vaccine clinic on Saturday. 

The event took place at the Montgomery City Elementary School.  

The clinic was by appointment only and 200 vaccinations were given in 4 hours.  

 

am/fm-ACHD Daily Briefing 2/1/21 mp 12:37 pm 2/1/21  

Six new cases of COVID-19 reported in Audrain County today (Monday).  

According to the Audrain County Health Department there are 27 total active cases 

and of the active cases 17 are in Mexico. 

There have been 1,657 total COVID-19 cases and 50 deaths due to the virus in 

Audrain County since the beginning of the pandemic.  



 

am/fm - MU vaccination site 2/1  1457 mrj 

MU Health Care plans to vaccinate up to four thousand between Thursday and 

Saturday at Faurot Field. 

MU Health Care is using an online survey to determine interest and eligibility for the 

Moderna vaccine and will start sending out invitations tomorrow (Tuesday) to those 

who responded. 

Those getting invitations will need to set an appointment between 7 am and 7 pm 

Thursday, Friday, or Saturday. 

The vaccination site is at the Walsworth Family Columns Club at Memorial Stadium. 

 

am/fm - New death from COVID in Boone County 2/1  1734 mrj 

The Columbia/Boone County Department of Public Health and Human Services 

reports the 70th death in the county due to COVID-19. 

The death reported today (Monday) is in the 80+ age group and marks the county's 

34th death in that age range. 

 

fm-Cole Co 4 C-19 Related Deaths mp 5:22 am 2/2/21 

Four new COVID-19 related deaths reported in Cole County yesterday (Monday). 

According to the Cole County Health Department three of the deaths were from the 

county population, and one of the deaths was in a long term care facility.  

Cole County has recorded 101 total deaths and there have been 7,445 total cases 

since the beginning of the pandemic.  

 

am/fm-Audrain County Mini COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic mp 10:32 am 2/2/21 

Almost four hundred more people are receiving COVID-19 vaccinations in Mexico 

today (Tuesday).  

The Audrain County Health Department along with the Missouri National Guard is 

hosting the event at the Presser Performing Arts Center Parking Lot. 

Lt. Adam Miller Public Affairs Officer with the Missouri National Guard says about 35 

members of the National Guard are helping with today's vaccinations.  

n-2-2-21-1 

The event started at 9 this morning and runs through 5 tonight. 



 

am/fm-ACHD Daily Brief 2/2/21 mp 11:07 am 2/2/21 

One new COVID-19 case reported in Audrain County today (Tuesday).  

According to the Audrain County Health Department the 7-day average of new 

cases per day is now at 8.8. 

There are currently 26 total active cases with 18 of the active cases in Mexico. 

There have been 1,658 total cases and 50 deaths due to the virus in Audrain 

County since the beginning of the pandemic.  

 

am/fm - COVID-19 vaccines coming to a pharmacy near you 2/2  1542 mrj 

Some retail pharmacies will start receiving direct shipments of coronavirus vaccines 

next week, according to the Biden administration. 

The program will begin rolling out February 11th and will start with around 6,500 

stores that will get a million doses before eventually expanding. 

Weekly allocations to states will also increase by 5% according to the 

administration. 

Walgreens, CVS, and Rite Aid are 3 of the 21 pharmacies chains participating. 

 

am/fm - additional mass vaccination sites announced 2/2  1707 mrj 

Governor Parson is announcing additional mass vaccination events for the rest of 

this week. 

Friday from 9:00 am until 6 pm or until supplies run out at Hannibal Inn & 

Conference Center at 4141 Market Street in Hannibal. 

Friday from 8:00 am until 4 pm or until supplies run out at The Linc at 1299 

Lafayette Street in Jefferson City. 

To sign up to receive vaccinations at these events, vist MOStopsCOVID.com/events. 

 

fm-Free COVID-19 Testing In Cole Co. mp 5:11 am 2/3/21 

The Community Health Center of Central Missouri is hosting a free COVID-19 

testing in Jefferson City today (Wednesday).  

It is taking place at the American Legion Post 5, and started at 9 this morning and 

runs until 3 this afternoon.   

http://mostopscovid.com/events


Registering in advance for the event is recommended, however walk-ins are 

welcome, but not guaranteed a test.  

You can register for the event by calling 919-351-6256.  

 

am-ACHD Daily Briefing 2/3/21 mp 12:14 am 2/3/21 

Two new COVID-19 cases reported in Audrain County today (Wednesday).  

According to the Audrain County Health Department there are currently 25 active 

cases with 17 of the active cases in Mexico. 

The 7-day average of new cases has dropped to 5.9.  

There have been 1,660 total cases and 50 deaths attributed to the virus in Audrain 

County since the beginning of the pandemic. 

 

am/fm - Audrain County total vaccinations 2/3  1547 mrj 

The Audrain County Health Department is releasing the final numbers of 

vaccinations administered during two clinics. 

The mass vaccination clinic at the Mexico Memorial Airport Friday administered 

1,927 doses and the mini clinic held yesterday (Tuesday) at Presser Arts Center 

gave 403 shots. 

The 2,330 people vaccinated will need to return to the Mexico Airport on February 

19th for their second dose. 

 

am/fm-MU Health Care Vaccines mp 5:11 am 2/4/21 

MU Health Care providers will start giving the Moderna COVID-19 vaccines at 

Mizzou's football stadium today (Thursday).  

Over 2,000 doses are expected to be given today and another 2,000 doses on 

Saturday. 

People over the age of 65 and those who have a health risk signed up for the shots 

through an online survey.  

According to MU Health Care only 4,000 people will get a shot because vaccines 

supplies are low. 

If someone does not show up for their appointment today or Saturday, someone 

else will get an invitation for an appointment for Sunday or Monday.  

Doctors are guaranteeing none of their vaccine would go to waste.  



 

am/fm-ACHD COVID-19 Daily Briefing mp 3:24pm 2/5/21 

One new COVID-19 case reported in Audrain County today (Friday). 

The 7-day average of new cases per day has steadily dropped all week and is down 

to 4.4 in today's report from the Audrain County Health Department.  

There are 20 active cases and of the active cases 15 are in Mexico. 

There have been a total of 1,663 cases and 50 deaths due to the virus in Audrain 

County since the beginning of the pandemic.  

 

am/fm-Boone Hosp Visitor Announcement mp 5:01 am 2/6/21 

Boone Hospital is announcing that it will allow visitors for patients starting on 

Monday, February 8th. 

The hospital will allow one visitor to inpatients who are not COVID-19 positive, 

Adult Emergency Department patients, and adult patients in outpatient or 

procedural areas.  

The hospital says the change in the visitor policy is due to improvement's in the 14-

day positivity rate. 

 

am/fm-MU Health Care More Vaccinations At Football Field mp 5:16 am 2/6/21 

MU Health Care is set to vaccinate 2,000 people at Faurot Field today.  

Over 2,000 people were vaccinated with the first shot of Moderna's COVID-19 

vaccine on Thursday. 

MU Health Care plans to host another COVID-19 clinic the week of February 15th, 

however organizers are still deciding what exact day that will be. 

Appointments are being setup from an online wait-list 

at muhealth.org/covidvaccinesurvey.  

 

am/fm-MU Health Care More Vaccinations At Football Field mp 5:16 am 2/6/21 

MU Health Care is set to vaccinate 2,000 people at Faurot Field today.  

Over 2,000 people were vaccinated with the first shot of Moderna's COVID-19 

vaccine on Thursday. 

MU Health Care plans to host another COVID-19 clinic the week of February 15th, 

however organizers are still deciding what exact day that will be. 

http://muhealth.org/covidvaccinesurvey


Appointments are being setup from an online wait-list 

at muhealth.org/covidvaccinesurvey.  

 

am/fm-ACHD Daily Briefing mp 11:10 am 2/8/21 

Four new cases of COVID-19 reported in Audrain County today (Monday). 

According to the Audrain County Health Department the 7-day average of new 

cases per day is 3.7. 

There are currently 20 active cases with 15 of the active cases in Mexico. 

There have been a total of 1,667 total cases and 50 deaths attributed to the virus 

in Audrain County since the beginning of the pandemic. 

 

am/fm-MO DHSS COVID Update mp 7:35 am 2/9/21 

Six new COVID-19 related deaths is being reported in Missouri by the Department 

of Health and Senior Services in the last 24 hours. 

This brings the total number of COVID-19 related deaths in the state to 7,149 since 

the pandemic began.  

There were also 649 new coronavirus cases added in the state in the last 24 hours.  

 

am/fm-ACHD Daily Briefing mp 11:26 am 2/9/21 

No new cases of COVID-19 reported in Audrain County today (Tuesday). 

According to the Audrain County Health Department the 7-day average of new 

cases per day is 3.3. 

There are currently 20 active cases with 15 of the active cases in Mexico. 

There have been 1,667 total cases and 50 deaths attributed to the virus since the 

beginning of the pandemic.  

 

am/fm-MU Health Care Adjusting Visit Guideline mp 11:42 am 2/9/21 

MU Health Care is easing restrictions on visitors for its care environments.  

It was announced today that effective tomorrow (Wednesday) patients at MU 

Health Care hospitals, emergency departments and clinics will be allowed one 

visitor. 

http://muhealth.org/covidvaccinesurvey


The visitors will be required to wear a mask and undergo a temperature check and 

symptom screen at the door.  

 

am/fm-Mid-Missouri Walmart's & Sam's Club Vaccinations mp 5:10 am 2/10/21 

Walmart and Sam's Clubs pharmacy locations in Missouri are set to start 

vaccinations on Friday. 

Following the recent launch of the Federal Retail Pharmacy Program, the Missouri 

Department of Health and Human Services learned that 102 retail pharmacies were 

selected by federal partners. 

The participants include the Mexico Walmart, Boonville, Moberly, Eldon, Jefferson 

City, Rolla, Sedalia, Versailles, Warsaw and the three Walmart locations in 

Columbia. 

Also the Sam's Club Pharmacy in Columbia.  

Those eligible in the state's current tiers, Phase 1A and Phase 1B-Tier 1 and 2, can 

schedule vaccine appointments through the Walmart and Sam's Clubs websites, 

once appointments become available.  

 

am/fm-New COVID-19 Death In Audrain County mp 11:35 am 2/10/21 

One new COVID-19 death is being reported in Audrain County today (Wednesday).  

It brings the total number of deaths to 51. 

The Audrain County Health Department is reporting 2 new cases today. 

There are 18 active cases with 15 of the active cases in Mexico. 

There have been a total of 1,669 cases of COVID-19 in Audrain County since the 

beginning of the pandemic. 

 

am/fm - Boone County modifies health order 2/10  1505 mrj 

Stephanie Browning, director of the Columbia/Boone County Public Health and 

Human Services is modifying the county's health order. 

The modification goes into effect at Noon Friday, February 12th and allows 

restaurants and bars serving alcohol and entertainment venues to stay open until 

midnight. 

Masks and social distancing are still required under the order which will expire at 

11:59 pm on March 4th unless extended, rescinded, or modified. 



The change comes as a result of lower COVID-19 numbers and a steady decline 

over the last four weeks. 

 

am/fm - Noble Health town hall meeting 2/10  1939 mrj 

The executive team of Noble Health met with community leaders and citizens 

tonight (Wednesday) in Mexico to get an idea of what services were most important 

to the community as Noble Health prepares to take ownership of SSM Health St. 

Mary's Audrain. 

Improving the reputation of the hospital, improved services in the Emergency 

Department and streamlined billing processes were some of the topics of discussion 

from those in attendance. 

The new CEO of Noble Health Audrain, Amy O'Brien of Burlington, Iowa was 

introduced and explained why she is excited for the opportunity to come to Mexico. 

N-2-11-21-1 (28 secs) 

O'Brien will begin her duties on Monday, February 15. 

Transfer of ownership of the hospital from SSM Heath to Noble Health will happen 

March 15th at midnight with Noble Health in control as of March 16th. 

 

am/fm-COVID-Variants And Vaccines mp 10:44 am 2/11/21 

Medical professionals are saying the different variants of COVID-19 that are being 

found now in Mid-Missouri were to be expected.  

Dr. Simon McKeown, medical director of Audrain County Public Health says he 

encourages people to get a COVID-19 vaccine. 

n-2-11-21-2 

Dr. McKeown says people should not wait new COVID-19 vaccines to become 

available and should get the one that's closest at hand.  

n-2-11-21-3 

McKeown says if you have symptoms to get tested so you don't infect someone who 

may be vulnerable.  

 

am/fm - ACHD upd for 2/11 2/11  1300 mrj 

One new case of the novel coronavirus in Audrain County being reported this 

(Thursday) afternoon. 



According to the Audrain County Health Department release, there are now 19 

active cases in the county with 16 of them in Mexico. 

The 7-day average of new cases per day is now at 2.2. 

There have been 51 deaths in the county since to beginning of the pandemic. 

 

am/fm-MO Vaccine Hotline mp 5:03 am 2/12/21 

A vaccine hotline is available in Missouri for those without internet access. 

The number is 877-435-8411, and is available from 7am to 7pm Monday through 

Friday, and 7am to 5pm on Saturday to help people register. 

Along with the state's hotline, MU Health Care, Boone County Hospital and the 

Columbia/Boone County Public Health and Human Services have a hotline for 

COVID-19 vaccines as well. 

Missourians can call 573-771-CARE to get on the list.  

 

am/fm - SSM Audrain drive thru testing closed this week 2/15  1604 mrj 

The drive-thru COVID-19 testing site at SSM St. Mary's Hospital Audrain will be 

closed this week. 

In a release from SSM, the site is closed due to forecasted cold temperatures and 

winter weather. 

Patients needing a test prior to a scheduled surgery or procedure should enter 

though the Emergency Room entrance where a screener will be able to assist. 

 

AM/FM-ACHD 2nd Mass Vaccination Clinic Canceled mp 5:02 am 2/16/21 

This week's COVID-19 mass vaccination event at the Mexico Memorial Airport in 

Mexico is being canceled.  

Governor Mike Parson made the announcement yesterday (Monday) the event that 

was scheduled on for Friday, February 19th for those that received their first dose 

of the Pfizer vaccine on January 29th is being canceled in the interest of safety due 

to extreme winter weather. 

According to Audrain County Health Department Director Craig Brace details on the 

canceled event will be forthcoming before the end of this week after members of 

the health department, the Missouri National Guard and the Audrain County 

Emergency Management Agency are able to meet and decide on the best date 

possible for residents and all involved.  



 

fm-Governor Cancels Mass C-19 Cliniv This Week mp 5:02 am 2/16/21 

Missouri's COVID-19 mass vaccination clinics scheduled this week are now canceled 

due to the extreme winter weather.  

Governor Mike Parson made the announcement yesterday (Monday) saying state 

officials are working to reschedule the clinics. 

In a press release Parson urged those who registered to reach out to other 

vaccinators in their region in the meantime.  

The Governor said this week's vaccines will remain in each of the 9 Missouri State 

Highway Patrol regions across the state.  

The vaccines will be redistributed to hospitals with emergency generators.  

 

am/fm - Truman VA walk-in COVID-19 clinic 2/16  1706 mrj 

Truman VA Hospital in Columbia is holding a walk-in  COVID-19 vaccination clinic 

tomorrow (Wednesday) between 8 and 4. 

Veterans enrolled in veterans health care of any age are eligible for the vaccination. 

Vaccine supplies are limited and veterans are encouraged to call 573-814-6000 

extension 54300 to reserve a time in advance. 

 

am/fm - New COVID-19 death in Audrain County 2/17  1256 mrj 

One new death due to COVID-19 being reported in Audrain County today 

(Wednesday). 

The Audrain County Health Department reports 14 active cases, 10 of which are in 

Mexico. 

There have been 1,676 total cases and with today's new death, 52 total since the 

pandemic began. 

 

am/fm - ACHD update for 2/18 2/18  1500 mrj 

No new cases of the novel coronavirus being reported in Audrain County today 

(Thursday). 

According to the Audrain County Health Department, there are 13 active cases in 

the county with 10 of them in Mexico. 

There have been 1,611 recoveries and 52 deaths since the pandemic began. 



 

am/fm - Gov Parson updates MO COVID-19 data 2/18  1525 mrj 

Governor Parson is updating vaccinations and case numbers at a press conference 

today (Thursday). 

As of Wednesday, Missouri providers have administered approximately 940,000 

total doses of the COVID-19 vaccine. 

Nearly 667,000 Missourians have received their initial dose. 

Data shows that since a peak of 7,616 new cases reported November 9th, new daily 

case volume has fallen to 346 confirmed cases on February 15th with a 7-day case 

average of 533 cases per day, the lowest since last June. 

 

am/fm - new COVID death in Audrain County 2/19  1426 mrj 

One new death being reported today (Friday) by the Audrain County Health 

Department. 

One new case is being reported, bringing the total active cases to 12. 

There have been 1,677 total cases and 53 deaths in the county since the pandemic 

began. 

 

am/fm-Randolph Co 2nd Dose Clinic Reschedule mp 5:10 am 2/20/21 

Randolph County Health Department's 2nd dose mass vaccination clinic has been 

rescheduled for Wednesday, February 24th from 9am to 6pm.  

Anyone who received their first dose on January 29th at Rothwell Park should 

return for their 2nd dose at the park.  

Everyone should arrive at the same time they were scheduled at the previous clinic. 

The health department is asking that individuals do not come early, to avoid traffic 

backup. 

People are also being asked to bring their vaccination record card to the event, and 

if you have lost the card, contact the health department before the clinic date for a 

replacement.  

 

am/fm - No new COVID-19 cases in Audrain County 2/22  1409 mrj 

No new COVID-19 cases in Audrain County as of Noon today according to the 

Audrain County Health Department. 



There are now 9 active cases in the county with a 7-day average of new cases per 

day at 1.9. 

There have been 53 deaths in the county since the pandemic began. 

 

am/fm - 2nd mass vax clinic in Mexico announced 2/22  1707 mrj 

The Audrain County Health Department is announcing the make-up date and 

location for the mass vaccination clinic that will provide the second dose of the 

COVID-19 vaccine for those that got the first shot in January's clinics. 

The second dose will be given during a walk-thru clinic Thursday from 8:00 a.m. 

until 4 p.m. at the Mexico Area Family YMCA at 1127 Adams Street. 

Residents are asked to arrive at specific times based on their last names, no earlier 

or later. 

 8:00  Last names A 

 8:30  Last names B 

 9:00  Last names C 

 9:30  Last names D 

10:00  Last names E & F 

10:30  Last names G 

11:00  Last names H & I 

11:30  Last names J & K 

Noon  Last names L & M 

12:30  Last names N & O 

 1:00  Last names P & Q 

 1:30  Last names R & S 

 2:00  Last names T 

 2;30  Last names U & V 

 3:00  Last names W through Z 

Details on the set-up, traffic flow and parking at the YMCA will be released by the 

Audrain County Health Department in the coming days. 

 

am/fm-SSM-Audrain Closes C-19 DT Test Site mp 10:19 am 2/23/21 



The SSM Health drive-thru testing site in Mexico is closed, effective immediately.  

According to a press release from SSM this (Tuesday) morning the site is being 

closed due to sustained lower volumes and reduced community transmission of 

COVID-19.  

 

am/fm-ACHD Daily C-19 Brief mp 12:14 pm 2/23/21 

No new cases of COVID-19 reported in Audrain County Tuesday.  

It is the second consecutive day with no new cases reported in Audrain County.  

According to the Audrain County Health Department there are currently 8 active 

cases.  

There have been 53 deaths attributed to the virus in the county since the beginning 

of the pandemic.  

 

am/fm-Callaway 4 New C-19 Deaths mp 5:12 am 2/26/21 

The Callaway County Health Department is reporting 4 new COVID-19 related 

deaths yesterday (Thursday). 

It brings the total number of deaths since April 4th to 44.  

It is the 5th death this month (February). 

There have been a total of 3,859 cases of the coronavirus in Callaway County since 

the beginning of the pandemic.  

There are currently 72 active cases.  

 

fm-Boonville Mass Vaccination At IOC mp 5:04 am 3/1/21 

The Isle of Capri Casino Hotel will be the site for the state's Region F mass COVID-

19 vaccination clinic this week. 

The state estimates 2,000 Pfizer vaccines will be administered to those who qualify 

over the next 2 days.  

The event takes place today (Monday) and tomorrow (Tuesday) from 9 am until 

4pm. 

You must be registered through the Missouri COVID-19 Vaccine Navigator and have 

a scheduled appointment.  

The Missouri National Guard will also be at the site helping with traffic and assisting 

those who need help getting from their car to the front of the hotel.  



 

am/fm-ACHD Daily Briefing mp 12:29pm 3/1/21 

The Audrain County Health Department is reporting 1 new case of COVID-19 today 

(Monday). 

There are currently 6 total active cases. 

The 7-day average of new cases per day is at 1.5.  

There have been 1,682 total cases and 53 deaths attributed to the virus.  

 

am/fm - Boone Co modifies health order 3/1  1540 mrj 

Boone County Public Health & Human Services is modifying their health order, 

effective at Noon Thursday. 

Under the revision, all gatherings are limited to 50 people, large group gatherings 

held at a business are limited to 50% capacity or 200 people, and restaurants, bars 

and entertainment venues can resume normal hours. 

Bar service and buffet service will once again be allowed and for sports, indoor 

facilities can have either 50% capacity or 100 people whichever is less and outdoor 

sports can have up to 200 spectators or 50% capacity. 

The modified order is set to expire at 11:59 a.m. on March 24. 

 

am/fm-ACHD Daily COVID-Briefing mp 11:05 am 3/2/21 

Four new COVID-19 related deaths being reported in Audrain County today 

(Tuesday). 

The Audrain County Health Department released the numbers at 10 this morning 

and note that the deaths in the county have increased by 4 today and the total 

cases recovered decreased due to a re-adjustment of statistics between the state 

and the Audrain County Health Department.  

One new case is being reported today there are 7 total active cases.  

There have been 1,683 total cases and 57 deaths attributed to the virus in Audrain 

County since the beginning of the pandemic.  

 

fm-Boone Hospital Vaccination Clinic At Columbia Mall mp 10:24 am 3/4/21 

Over 1,000 people are expected to get vaccinated with the Johnson and Johnson 

vaccine at the Columbia Mall today (Thursday). 



Boone Hospital Center officials received a shipment of the newly approved Johnson 

and Johnson vaccine on Tuesday, and will administer to people who were sent 

appointment requests from the combined survey list of MU Health Care, Boone 

Hospital, and the City of Columbia. 

The event being held at the Columbia Mall started at 8 this (Thursday) morning and 

will run through 6 tonight.  

 

am/fm-New Guidance From CDC mp 5:11 am 3/9/21 

The Center For Disease Control says people who are fully vaccinated can gather 

with other vaccinated people indoors without wearing a mask or social distancing. 

The announcement was made yesterday (Monday). 

The CDC is also saying that vaccinated people can come together in the same way 

with people considered at low-risk for severe disease. 

Masks are still highly recommended by the CDC. 

So far about one million Missourians and 9% of the U.S. population have been fully 

vaccinated with the COVID-19 vaccine. 

 

am/fm-ACHD Daily Brief mp 10:30 am 3/10/21 

Six new cases of COVID-19 is being reported by the Audrain County Health 

Department today (Wednesday).  

The last report was given on Thursday, March 4th.  

There are currently 11 total active cases.  

There have been 1,690 cases and 57 deaths attributed to the virus in Audrain 

County since the beginning of the pandemic.  

 

am/fm - 2nd mass vax clinic in Audrain County 3/10  1541 mrj 

Audrain County Health Department and partners are planning a second mass 

vaccination clinic in Audrain County. 

The information was released in their weekly inter-collaborative meeting with 

community leaders this (Wednesday) afternoon. 

It it tentatively planned for April 6th at the Mexico Area YMCA, but is still pending 

state approval. 



The health department is also working on a vaccination clinic for school employees 

in Audrain County for April 9th. 

No location for that clinic has been determined as it too is still in the planning 

stage. 

 

am/fm-Boone Hospital Center & SSM JC Close DT mp 5:04 am 3/11/21 

The Boone Hospital Center and SSM Health St. Mary's Hospital in Jefferson City will 

be closing their drive-thru testing sites tomorrow (Friday) evening. 

Both locations are closing due to significant drops in testing in both Boone and Cole 

County. 

According to St. Mary's Hospital, just over 100 hundred people for the whole month 

of February had been tested at the hospital.  

Cole County has seen 26 positive tests in the whole month. 

For over a week, Missouri has been at or below 5% positivity rate.  

 

am/fm-ACHD Daily Brief mp 11:30 am 3/11/21 

No new cases of COVID-19 in Audrain County today (Thursday).  

According to the Audrain County Health Department there are currently 10 active 

cases.  

The 7-day average of new cases per day has dropped to 1.3. 

There have been a total of 1,690 total cases and 57 deaths attributed to the virus 

in Audrain County since the beginning of the pandemic.  

 

am/fm-Boone Co 1st State Sponsored Mass Vaccination Clinic mp 5:05 am 3/12/21 

Boone County will hold it's first state sponsored mass vaccination clinic today 

(Friday) at the Columbia Sports Fieldhouse.  

The Missouri National Guard and Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services 

along with the Columbia/Boone County Department of Public Health are assisting 

with the clinic.  

The state hopes to administer about 2,300 doses of the 2-dose Pfizer COVID-19 

vaccine. 

Appointments are required to get a vaccine and can be scheduled through the 

state's Vaccine Navigator. 



The event will run from 9 am to 5:30pm. 

Officials recommend arriving at the time of the scheduled appointment.  

 

am/fm-ACHD Daily Brief mp 9:55 am 3/12/21 

No new cases of COVID-19 reported in Audrain County (Friday) for a second 

consecutive day. 

There are currently 9 active cases according to the Audrain County Health 

Department.  

There have been 1,690 total cases and 57 deaths attributed to the virus in Audrain 

County since the start of the pandemic. 

 

am/fm - Boone Co mass vax clinic final numbers 3/13  0321 mrj 

One thousand eight hundred two doses of the COVID-19 vaccine have been 

administered in Boone County's first state-sponsored vaccination clinic. 

The event was held yesterday (Friday) at the Columbia Sports Fieldhouse and had 

2,300 doses of the Pfizer vaccine available. 

Those doses that weren't used yesterday (Friday) will be given to homebound 

individuals and local vaccinators. 

 

am/fm-Phase 1B Tier 3 Vaccinations Start mp 5:12 am 3/15/21 

Missouri is moving into Phase 1B Tier 3 of COVID-19 vaccine distribution starting 

today (Monday), which includes several groups like teachers, childcare workers, 

and government employees. 

According to the Missouri Vaccinator site, the state received 119,360 doses of the 

Pfizer, Moderna, and Johnson & Johnson vaccine last week. 

Governor Parson says to expect Phase 2 of vaccinations to happen in the next 

couple of weeks.  

Those who work in higher education, government, food/agriculture or are 

experiencing homelessness are a few of the communities that qualify for a vaccine 

in Phase 2.  

 

am/fm-ACHD Daily Brief mp 10:39 am 3/15/21 

No new cases of COVID-19 reported in Audrain County today (Monday). 



According to the Audrain County Health Department there are currently 8 active 

cases and the 7-day average of new cases per day is 1.3.  

There have been 1,690 total cases and 57 deaths attributed to the virus in Audrain 

County since the start of the pandemic.  

 

am/fm-Noble Health Takes Charge Mexico Hospital mp 10:35 am 3/16/21 

The Kansas-City based Noble Health is officially the new owner of the hospital in 

Mexico. 

Leadership transition officially changed over from SSM to Noble Health at 12:01 this 

(Tuesday) morning. 

Noble Health signed a definitive agreement to transfer ownership from SSM in 

January and Amy O'Brien was named CEO of Noble Health Audrain in February. 

Noble Health also operates the Callaway Community Hospital which the group 

purchased in late 2019. 

 

am/fm-ACHD Daily Brief mp 11:35 am 3/16/21  

No new cases of COVID-19 in Audrain County reported today (Tuesday).  

According to the Audrain County Health Department there are currently just 6 total 

active cases.  

The 7-day average of new cases remains at 1.3. 

There have been a total of 1,690 cases and 57 deaths due to the virus in Audrain 

County since the beginning of the pandemic.  

 

am/fm-St. Louis To Get Mega Vaccination Site mp 5:22 am 3/17/21 

St. Louis Community College in Forest Park will host a mega COVID-19 vaccination 

clinic on March 25th and 26h.  

Governor Mike Parson made  the announcement yesterday (Tuesday).  

The site is expected to run from 8am until 6pm both days and will use up to 3,000 

doses of the single-shot Johnson and Johnson vaccine. 

Personnel from the Missouri National Guard, Stat Emergency Management Agency 

and state health department will partner with the St. Louis City Health Department 

and other municipal groups to operate the site.  

 



am/fm - Governor Parson set to open last 2 phases for COVID vax 3/18  1636 mrj 

Governor Parson announcing today (Thursday) that the final two phases of the 

state's vaccination plan will open soon. 

Phase 2 will be activated March 29th and Phase 3 will begin April 9th. 

The federal government has informed the state that the vaccine allotments to 

Missouri are expected to significantly increase by the first week of April. 

Approximately 880,000 Missourians will be eligible in Phase 2 and Phase 3 will be 

open to all Missouri adults. 

 

am/fm-Hospital Town Hall Meeting Mexico mp 5:27 am 3/22/21 

A hospital town hall meeting is planned in Mexico tomorrow (Tuesday) night at 

5:30. 

Noble Health based out of Kansas City completed the acquisition of the hospital in 

Mexico from SSM one week ago.  

Noble Health Founders and Executive Team members will participate in a question 

and answer session tomorrow night regarding the Audrain hospital and its 

restoration of services.  

The town hall will take place at the Elks Lodge in Mexico at 1705 Christopher Road.  

 

am/fm-Boone County Modified Health Order mp 11:47 am 3/22/21 

The Columbia/Boone County Public Health and Human Services Director Stephanie 

Browning is modifying the current health order. 

The new orders go into effect at noon (tomorrow) Wednesday and expires on April 

14th unless extended, rescinded or modified prior to such expiration.  

The modifications include occupancy limits for large gatherings or events held at 

businesses have been removed.  

Social distancing and masking are still required. 

The limit on group size at bars, restaurants and entertainment venues has been 

removed. 

And organizers of sports and activities are encouraged to conduct activities in stable 

groups.  

 

am/fm-ACHD Direction On 2nd Mass Vaccination Clinic mp 11:18 am 3/23/21 



The Audrain County Health Department (ACHD) is releasing instructions on how 

Audrain County residents can get pre-registered for the mass vaccination event at 

the Mexico Area Family YMCA on Tuesday, April 6th.  

You can register for the event at https://covidvaccine.mo.gov/navigator/ and pre-

registration is required for the event.  

If you do not have access to the Internet or a computer to gain access, the Audrain 

County Health Department staff will take your registration through the state 

COVID-19 hotline at 877-435-8411.  

The Mass Vaccination event will be held at the Mexico Area Family YMCA, located at 

1127 Adams Street in Mexico, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Tuesday, April 6. To cut 

down on traffic congestion in the area, residents are asked to not arrive early to 

park. 

Please arrive no more than 10 minutes ahead of the assigned appointment time. 

 

am/fm - Noble Health Town Hall 3/24  0320 mrj 

Noble Health, owners of Audrain Community Hospital in Mexico, now have a wish 

list of services the community wants following a town hall meeting last (Tuesday) 

night at the Elks Lodge in Mexico. 

Some of the services residents want to see include pain management, dermatology, 

ICU, and pediatric services. 

Don Peterson, executive chairman of Noble Health, provided an update on what 

services were already planned for a return, including sports medicine and 

orthopedic surgery, pain management, and obstetrics. 

Peterson also said research they conducted last year showed a staggering statistic. 

N-3-24-21-1 

Audrain Community Hospital CEO Amy O'Brien addressed the concerns of re-

starting ICU services by saying it is planned for, however the problem at this point 

is the need for nursing staff. 

O'Brien and Peterson both iterated that the hospital is actively looking for nurses to 

fill a number of roles at the hospital. 

 

am/fm - Audrain County Health Department Weekly Update 3/24  0952 mrj 

The Audrain County Health Department reporting no active cases of COVID-19 in 

the county today (Wednesday). 

https://covidvaccine.mo.gov/navigator


This is the first of the weekly reports sent by the agency after changing from daily 

updates. 

The 7-day positivity rate and 7-day average of new cases per day are both at zero. 

 

am/fm - ACHD opens Phase 2 appointments 3/29  0958 mrj 

The Audrain County Health Department is now accepting appointments for those 

residents that fall into Phase 2 of the State's COVID-19 vaccination plan. 

Those that are now eligible fall into the chemical, construction, commercial 

facilities, critical manufacturing, defense industrial base, financial services, food or 

agriculture, government, higher education, homeless, libraries, and 

disproportionately affected population sectors. 

To schedule an appointment, visit www.myACHD.as.me. 

 

am/fm-Boone Hospital Center Transitioning From BJC mp 5:02 am 3/30/21 

The Boone Hospital Center is set to fully transition from the BJC Healthcare system 

on Thursday. 

The transition date was previously set for January 1st, however  the increased 

demand of health care workers due to COVID-19 forced a delay. 

Boone Hospital officially announced it would become its own independent hospital in 

August of 2019.  

 

http://www.myachd.as.me/

