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PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 

WDNC-AM aired 13 hours of Public Affairs Programming:  

ON THE RECORD: ON THE RECORD: Produced by WRAL-TV, ON THE RECORD is a 30-minute local interview program 
discussing issues of concern in the Triangle and State. It airs Sundays 6-6:30 AM.  

NEWS & VIEWS: NEWS & VIEWS is a 30-minute program focusing on government policy issues. It airs Sundays 6:30- 
7:00 AM. 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS rotate throughout the broadcast day (24-hours) at random times. Dates/times are 
noted by air staff when broadcast.  

CHURCH PROGRAMMING  
Duke Chapel is 60 minutes in length and airs at 11:00 am on Sundays (12 hours)  
 
  



FOURTH QUARTER SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
EXCHANGE CENTER GOLF TOURNAMENT – 10/24 
WCMC-FM and WDNC-AM served as media sponsors for a gold tournament in support of Exchange Family Center, which 
provides counseling services to Durham families that help prevent child abuse and neglect.  This included PSAs on the stations. 
 
 
  



 

FOURTH QUARTER ISSUES: 
Issues are extrapolated from statements by local community leaders, including government, civic, church, and other 
organizations. Additionally, we monitor local news (TV, Radio, Newspaper, and the Internet) for comments/opinions of 
community leaders, in the effort to ascertain and prioritize community concerns. 
 
 
CORONAVIRUS 
COVID-19 variants lingered alongside the flu and RSV to create what the medical community labeled a “tripledemic” in the 
later months of 2022. Nationally, 79 percent of  in-patient beds were filled by December. New COVID boosters were 
recommended and approved for most people over age 18 in September 2022, but the vaccination rate is low.   
 
CRIME/GUN VIOLENCE 
Fueled by gun violence, cities across the U.S. broke all-time homicide records in 2021. As a result of a mass shooting that killed 
19 children in Uvalde, Texas, the Senate passed a modest gun safety bill in June. The bill enhances background checks for gun 
buyers under age 21, provides incentives for states to pass “red flag” laws that allow guns to be confiscated from people 
legally judged dangerous to own them, and tightens federal bans on domestic abusers. Locally, Durham is experiencing record 
levels of gun violence.  Violence against police officers is a growing concern. 
 
ECONOMY/ECONOMIC SUPPORT 
The Coronavirus, supply chain issues, and staggering inflation in 2021 hindered economic growth and continue to be the story 
of 2022. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the resulting sanctions sent oil prices soaring, which further impacted worldwide 
economic recovery.  The Fed continues to raise interest rates to slow inflation. 
 
EDUCATION/SCHOOLS 
On-going Issues: Retaining and recruiting high-quality teachers, addressing the social and emotional learning needs of our 
kids, and adequately funding our schools. Regulation of school curriculums divides state board of education members, 
educators, and parents. 
 
ENVIRONMENT/NATURAL DISASTERS  
Hurricane season runs from June- November. Hurricane Ian affected North Carolina at the end of September. The story was 
lingering damage from hurricanes in 2016 and 2018: Families are still struggling to rebuild or left homeless despite promised 
recovery funds. 
 
After a spike in gas prices due to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, gas prices are slightly declining with North Carolina well below 
the national average. Governor Cooper touted an initiative to speed up the state’s conversion to electric vehicles. 
 
EQUALITY / HUMAN RIGHTS 
Systemic racism, LGBTQ, and gender continued to be debated in law enforcement, employment, and education. The 
immigration crisis at the Mexico border as citizens of neighboring countries continue to seek asylum in the United States 
highlights the country’s need for immigration reform. Comments by a few public figures on the Jewish community and the 
Holocaust  sparked awareness of growing antisemitism in the country. 
 
HEALTHCARE/MENTAL HEALTH/WOMEN’S HEALTH 
A Kaiser study confirmed some of their concerns:  About half of Americans, 51%, say they've put off or gone without some 
form of medical service in the past year because of its costs.  A bill for Medicaid expansion, which would bring government 
health insurance to hundreds of thousands North Carolina residents, has stalled. Mental health discussions related to COVID 
lockdowns, crime, social media, and celebrities calling attention to their struggles continue to dominate headlines.  
 
Women’s reproductive health was pushed to the forefront with the Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Rowe vs. Wade. 
 
POLITICS/VOTING RIGHTS 
Political gerrymandering is in the national news with several state legislatures enacting maps designed to rig electoral 
outcomes and disenfranchises voters of color.  
 



POVERTY/FOOD INSECURITY/HOMELESSNESS 
As food prices surge during a time of record inflation, many Americans found their household budgets stretched thin at the 
supermarket.  Food banks and pantries also struggled with the increase in operational costs and a decrease in donations. 
 
A poll from Impact Genome and The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research finds that 23% of Americans say 
they have not been able to get enough to eat or the kinds of foods they want. Most of those facing food challenges enrolled in 
a government or nonprofit food assistance program in the past year, but 58% still had difficulty accessing at least one service. 
 
RELIGION/FAITH/ COMMUNITY 
The global pandemic accelerated the move to remote church services. However, the churches' roles elevated beyond their 
congregations. Churches have played an essential role in hosting COVID vaccinations, forums on social issues, and remote 
learning spaces over the past two years. 
 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE/ REGULATION  
Six people in North Carolina die every day from Opioid overdoses. North Carolina was involved in reaching the proposed $26 
billion opioid crisis settlement with distributors McKesson, Cardinal Health, and Amerisource Bergen Drug as well as 
manufacturer Johnson & Johnson. Fentanyl killed more than 3,000 North Carolinians last year and the threat is growing. 
Rainbow Fentanyl is of concern for its resemblance to candy. 
 
The NC Senate passed a bill to legalize medical marijuana, but it went nowhere in the House of Representatives. 
 
TERRORISM/HOMELAND SECURITY/MILITARY 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine could have wide-ranging consequences: The financial impact, the humanitarian crisis, threats of 
nuclear strikes, and cyberattacks on financial institutions and power grids. The U.S. Army says it's working to recruit more 
young people to join the military as the pool of eligible Americans dwindles. Research from the U.S. Department of Defense 
shows only 2% of Americans ages 17 to 21 are eligible to serve in the military. 
 
 
  



FOURTH QUARTER PROGRAMS 
 
CORONAVIRUS 
NEWS & VIEWS  9/18/22 
Guest: UNC Health infectious disease expert Dr. David Wohl  
The U.S is now two and a half years into the COVID-19 pandemic and while we have, thankfully, made tremendous progress 
since those dark and chaotic early days, hundreds of thousands of people continue to become infected, and hundreds of 
people continue to die, every day. As we learned in a recent conversation with Professor David Wohl of the Division of 
Infectious Diseases at UNC Health, the latest COVID vaccine booster represents a huge scientific breakthrough. For the first 
time, we now have a safe and powerful vaccine that specifically targets the dominant COVID virus of the moment – the BA5 
omicron variant. Issues discussed: vaccine and anti-viral improvements, flu season, and the latest of monkeypox.  
 
PSA RECORDED (October-December): Vaccine Education and Equity Project – COVID Education 
I’m Betsy Huber, president of the National Grange. Our roots are in agriculture, but our focus has always been on families and 
communities. I'm a mother, grandmother and great grandmother. I know how important it is to keep our kids healthy. COVID-
19 vaccination was a simple decision for me. I want to protect myself and my family from illness and hospitalization. COVID-19 
vaccines are very effective at preventing the virus, but protection can wane over time. So, when should you get a booster shot 
and should your children get one? I tell parents and Grange members who asked me that the CDC recommends that everyone 
age five and up be vaccinated like the kids in our junior range program and everyone age 12 and up should get a booster shot. 
The best protection against COVID-19 for your family and mine is to be fully up to date on your COVID-19 vaccinations, 
including booster shots. For more information, visit COVID vaccine project dot org.  
 
PSA RECORDED (October-December): American Academy of Pediatrics - COVID 
Dr. David Hill with the American Academy of Pediatrics. Pediatricians have heard all the questions. How big will I be when I 
grow up? Do you like unicorns? Why do we have to eat our vegetables? Why is poop smelly? If I get sick will my brother get 
sick? When will COVID go away? If you have questions about the COVID vaccine for your child, call your child's pediatrician 
today and schedule a time to talk.  
 

PSA RECORDED (October-December): AMA, CDC – Flu shot 
Let's face it, life looks a little different during these times. We're doing our best to keep our minds and bodies strong. And 
getting a flu shot helps us stay healthy so we don't miss out on what matters, like having game night at home. Yeah. Can't do 
that while sick with the flu. Now imagine family movie night that your daughter can't live without. Well, that's true. And don't 
forget your uncle's socially distanced cookouts. See…that's why it's important to be at our strongest. Every year, millions of 
people in the U.S. get the flu, especially now. No one has time to miss out on moments that matter. So, get your flu shot. Find 
out more and get my flu shot dot org. 
 
CRIME/GUN VIOLENCE 
NEWS & VIEWS 12/4/22 
Guest: North Carolinians Against Gun Violence executive director Becky Ceartas  
As has been made clear repeatedly of late, the gun violence madness afflicting modern America is quickly transforming from a 
crisis into a catastrophe The pace of the mass murders committed by people using military-style weapons – killing machines 
that should never have been made available to the general public – is so rapid now that it’s almost impossible to keep up with. 
To date, there have been more than 611 mass shootings in America in 2022. Thankfully, some courageous advocates continue 
to speak out for simple and commonsense policy changes that could save countless lives without harming   the right of 
individuals to keep firearms for self-defense, and earlier this week we caught up with one of those advocates, North 
Carolinians Against Gun Violence executive director Becky Ceartas. Ceartas discusses the new NCDHHS white paper and 
treating mass shootings as a public health crisis.  
 
NEWS & VIEWS 12/4/22 
Guest: Jean Parks, NC Coalition for Alternatives to the Death Penalty 
At noon on Saturday December 10, people representing a variety of human and civil rights groups will gather in Raleigh for a 
march and demonstration at which they’ll call for the once-and-for-all abolition of the death penalty in North Carolina. The 
group will gather outside the gates of Central Prison and walk two miles to the Governor’s Mansion, where they’ll gather at 
around 1:15 to hear from several speakers. One of the people slated to address the crowd is Jean Parks. Many decades ago, 



Parks lost her sister to a senseless murder, but as she eloquently explained to us in a recent conversation, the research she’s 
conducted in the intervening years has convinced her that not only is the man who’s been imprisoned for the murder 
innocent, but that the death penalty has been repeatedly exposed as a cruel, ineffective, and unjust punishment that must 
now, at long last, be abolished. Park discusses flaws in the current system and what advocates from the NC Coalition for 
Alternatives to the Death Penalty hope to accomplish during the Dec. 10th event.    
 
NEWS & VIEWS 12/18/22 
Guest: North Carolina Congressman David Price  
In Part Two of our conversation, we delved deeper into some of the congressman’s current top concerns and priorities, 
including the momentous Moore v. Harper gerrymandering case that’s currently before the U.S. Supreme Court, the inspiring 
work for gun violence reform of his late wife, Lisa Price, and some important work Congress needs to complete before the end 
of the year. 
 
PSA RECORDED (October-December): Gun Safety  
It was a normal day. He was in some minor accident, a fender bender. And I had this impulse to call him that. I didn't because I 
thought I could call him. Later that week, he abandoned the car. He came home and he shot himself without ever talking to 
anyone. When I came home that night and I found her, they told me that she had shot herself and I couldn't believe it. I asked 
if he was OK. Shooting is unfortunately effective. There are not a lot of second chances. Once you pull that trigger, that's it. 
There is no coming back. 63 Americans a day die by gun suicide. By storing our guns safely locked, loaded, and away from 
ammo, we can give our loved ones a second chance at life. Learn more at NoFamilyFire.org. 
 
PSA RECORDED (October-December): Gun Safety  
She was 27 years old. She took the gun that my grandfather had given her for self-defense. She never got to see her son grow 

up to be anything because she had easy access to a gun. I've been robbed of that relationship. 63 Americans a day die by gun 

suicide. With safe gun storage, we can give our loved ones a second chance at life. Learn more at end. Family fire dot org.  

PSA RECORDED (October-December): United States Deputy Sheriff’s Association  
United States Deputy Sheriff’s Association is a national nonprofit and America's largest non-governmental provider of services 
to law enforcement. USDA assists city, county, state, and federal law enforcement agencies through our many varied 
programs, including free safety equipment, donations, free officers, survival training, cash donations, and condolence letters 
to the family of law enforcement officers who perished in the line of duty. USDA also offers college scholarships for the 
dependent children of law enforcement, along with a citizen awareness program and thank you cards to law enforcement. 
These are just some of the ways United States Deputy Sheriff’s Association assists America's law enforcement and the citizens 
they serve. For more information about United States Deputy Sheriffs Association or to see how you can help visit WWW Dot 
US Deputy Dot Org.  
 
PSA RECORDED (October-December): National Crime Prevention Council 
I'm a wife and the mother of two kids and I've got a good job - A pretty important job. Because of my family and my job, I 
really care about this neighborhood. It's a good neighborhood. Yes, there's no crime. And when I drive to work like now, I 
realized that some people here don't trust the police. So, the police should be reaching out to this community and this 
community should reach out to the police. That's the way to make this a safer place. And when I get to work in the precinct 
house and put on my uniform, I can tell you as a police officer that this department is reaching out to the community and the 
community is doing its part. We're building partnerships. This should be happening everywhere. This is how we can all be 
safer. Get involved, start the conversation. Start the conversation and help stop crime. To learn the five things you can do, go 
to NCPC dot org.  
 
ECONOMY/ECONOMIC SUPPORT 
NEWS & VIEWS 10/16/22  
 Guest: WRAL TV investigative documentary reporter and producer Cristin Severance  
As several news reports – including some from NC Policy Watch – have documented in recent months, mothers and babies – 
and particularly Black mothers and babies -- are dying from pregnancy related complications at deeply disturbing rates across 
the country and in North Carolina. Indeed, the US has the worst maternal death rate compared to all wealthy countries and 
North Carolina ranks in the 10 worst states for infant deaths.  Recently, a new WRAL-TV documentary entitled “Critical Term: 
Why are Black mothers and babies dying?” dug into this crisis and earlier this week, we got a chance to sit down with the 
program’s producer, investigative documentary reporter Cristin Severance. And as Severance explained to us, her reporting 



makes clear that one can’t discuss the maternal and infant death crisis without discussing the systemic racism that underlies 
so much of it.  
 
NEWS & VIEWS 10/16/22  
Guest: North Carolina Budget & Tax Center fiscal policy analyst Suzy Khachaturyan 
There’s nothing North Carolina elected leaders can do to halt the inflation problem – that’s a byproduct of gigantic global 
forces like the pandemic and Vladimir Putin’s illegal war in Ukraine. There are, however, things they can and should be doing 
to ease its impacts on average North Carolinians and the public services upon which they rely. Unfortunately, as we learned in 
a recent conversation with fiscal policy analyst Suzy Khachaturyan of the North Carolina Budget and Tax Center, Republican 
legislative leaders have mostly missed the boat on this important front. As Khachaturyan explained, thanks to the tiny pay 
raises and appropriations they received, most state employees and programs are actually worse off than they were a year ago 
-- and this at a time in which state lawmakers have squirreled away billions of dollars in unproductive reserve accounts.  
 
EDUCATION/SCHOOLS 
NEWS & VIEWS 10/23/22  
Guest: NC Policy Watch education reporter Greg Childress 
Battles over how much schoolteachers are paid are nothing new in North Carolina, but recently, state officials added a new 
wrinkle to these kinds of discussions by advancing a plan that would alter the formulas used to calculate that pay. Critics say 
the proposal would introduce a version of merit pay that would devalue experience, give too much weight to student test 
scores, and penalize teachers who work in high poverty schools, but proponents claim the new plan would help attract more 
candidates to the teaching profession, increase teacher compensation, and incentivize veteran teachers to stay in the 
profession. Recently in order to try and make sense of the debate, where things stand, and what’s next, we sat down with NC 
Policy Watch education reporter Greg Childress. 
 
NEWS & VIEWS 11/13/22 
Guest: Dan Rearick, the founder and co-executive director of Code the Dream 
As America changes, the tech industry has been slow to keep up. More than half of children born today are people of color, 
and 1 in 4 have an immigrant parent. Yet Silicon Valley and the U.S. tech economy don’t really resemble the nation’s diverse 
population. And that results in a lot of missed opportunities. Fortunately, an impressive Triangle-based nonprofit is tackling 
this issue head-on. Code the Dream provides direct training to young people from immigrant backgrounds and communities of 
color in tech skills so that they can break into a world that’s long lacked racial, ethnic and gender diversity. And recently, we 
got a chance to learn more about the organization, its accomplishments, and an upcoming training event it’s sponsoring on 
Nov. 15 in a conversation with its founder and co-executive director, Dan Rearick.    
 
NEWS & VIEWS 11/27/22 
Guest: North Carolina Justice Center executive director Rick Glazier  
Last month, after witnessing more than a quarter century of willful and maddening non-compliance from elected leaders with 
its 1997 ruling in the Leandro case that the state’s public schoolchildren enjoy a constitutional right to a “sound basic 
education,” the state Supreme Court finally ordered the legislature to appropriate the funds necessary to provide it. Just 
weeks later, however, the future of the ruling was called into question when the composition of the seven-member court was 
transformed by the fall election – a development that has led some to speculate that the new 5-2 Republican majority might 
reverse course and rescind the order. Earlier this week we got a chance to get a better handle on where things stand and 
whether a judicial 180 is really possible or likely in a conversation we had with one of the state’s most knowledgeable 
education policy advocates, North Carolina Justice Center executive director, Rick Glazier.      
 
NEWS & VIEWS 12/25/22 
Guest: State Board of Education member and former teacher of the year James Ford on the big and worrisome teacher 
shortage and some of the other top challenges and controversies confronting North Carolina public education leaders 
 
NEWS & VIEWS 10/2/22  
Guest: State Senator Gladys Robinson 
As North Carolinians prepare to vote in the 2022 midterm elections, one of the top issues on the minds of voters is public 
education. On the one hand, there is the longstanding battle over school funding and, perhaps most notably, the stubborn 
resistance of Republican legislative leaders to comply with court orders to adequately fund the state’s public schools. On the 
other, there are the persistent conservative attacks on teachers and how schools are run – or at least, how some on the right 



perceive them to be run – with battles over book banning and how American history is taught often taking the stage. We 
caught up with a veteran state lawmaker who’s spent years working to improve them – Guilford County State Senator Gladys 
Robinson. Robinson discusses learning loss caused by the pandemic, recovery efforts, the recruitment of more diverse 
teachers in an effort to aid student learning.     
 
ON THE RECORD 12/10/22 
North Carolina is at a crossroads on education. A long-running fight over teacher pay has come to a head, the state is 
preparing a pilot program that may overhaul how we pay, license and evaluate teachers. We're shifting how we teach reading 
in elementary schools, and all of our schools will be dealing, for years, with fallout from the pandemic. 
 
ON THE RECORD 12/11/22 
Education reform in North Carolina 
North Carolina is at a crossroads on education. A long-running fight over teacher pay has come to a head, the state is 
preparing a pilot program that may overhaul how we pay, license and evaluate teachers. We're shifting how we teach reading 
in elementary schools, and all of our schools will be dealing, for years, with fallout from the pandemic. 
 
ENVIRONMENT/NATURAL DISASTERS  
NEWS & VIEWS 12/11/22 
Guests: WRAL investigative documentary reporter Cristin Severance and NC Policy Watch investigative reporter Lisa Sorg  
It’s been six years since Hurricane Matthew hit North Carolina and four years since Hurricane Florence caused catastrophic 
flooding and damage across the state. And this past spring my NC Policy Watch colleague Lisa Sorg was first to report on the 
remarkable fact that thousands of homeowners who were enrolled in a state-run program to help them rebuild and recover 
from the storms are still waiting to go home. Many have been stuck in motels for years with little or no access to any of their 
belongings and some of them have even died waiting for answers. This week, a new WRAL investigative documentary will 
shine a light on this sad story – it’s entitled “Aftermath: North Carolina Hurricane Victims left behind.”  And recently we got a 
chance to learn more about it in a conversation with Lisa Sorg and the journalist behind the documentary -- WRAL 
investigative documentary reporter Cristin Severance. 
 
PSA RECORDED (October-December): NC Clean Energy Technology – Upcyclers  
Congrats Cristina and Carmen. You've always been the green family composting to cut waste. You've even washed and reused 
the same straw for the past ten years. But this time you've taken it up another notch by purchasing this electric vehicle. You're 
putting gas, oil, and harmful emissions in the rearview for good, which will leave you thinking peace every time you plug in. 
Good for your conscience. Great for the planet. That's the power of EV.  
 
PSA RECORDED (October-December): NC Clean Energy Technology – Countdown Carl 
Kudos, Carl. You've always had a need for speed. Racing anything with wheels yelling out “3-2-1” at every traffic light. But this 
time you've taken your power obsession to the next level. By purchasing this electric vehicle, you've given yourself instant 
torch that blows your old launch times away, which will keep you saying “Oh weee,” every time you punch the pedal. Good for 
your adrenaline. Great for the planet. That's the power of EV sponsored by the RNC Clean Energy Technology Center. 
 
PSA RECORDED (October-December): NC Clean Energy Technology Center – Budget Brenda 
Bravo, Brenda. You've always been a saver. Price matching your price matches the self-proclaimed queen of extreme 
couponing. But this time you truly outdone yourself by saving for this electric vehicle. You're locking in up to 1,000 dollars a 
year in fuel and maintenance savings, which will leave you saying, “cha ching” every time you unplug. Good for your wallet 
and great for the planet. 
 
PSA RECORDED (October-December): FEMA – Emergency Preparedness 
When it comes to making plans, you are the best. What about those round trips that you plan in advance which are perfect on 
your way there and perfect on your way back? Or those meetings with friends for which you make a group chat three months 
before so that nobody or anything is missing? Or your daughter's first birthday party? You planned it with such dedication that 
instead of the first. It felt like our queen says the same way. You plan each detail for those moments. Start planning to protect 
you and your loved ones from a natural disaster. Sign up for local weather and emergency alerts. Prepare an emergency kit 
and make a family communications plan. Protecting your family is the best plan you can make. Get started at ready dot gov 
slash plan. 
 



EQUALITY / HUMAN RIGHTS 
NEWS & VIEWS 12/11/22 
Guest: Equality North Carolina executive director Kendra Johnson 
One of the most disturbing trends to afflict American politics and policy debates in recent years has been the rise of violent 
right-wing extremism. Time and again, people have been victimized and even killed because of their race, color, religion, 
sexual orientation, or gender identity. Recently in North Carolina, we’ve seen a spike in this kind of hate-based criminality – 
particularly in the form of physical attacks on (and threats against) the LGBTQ community. And recently, in a conversation we 
recorded before the attacks on two Moore County electric substations that many have speculated could be connected to 
these trends, we got a chance to talk with Kendra Johnson, the executive director of the nonprofit advocacy organization, 
Equality North Carolina. And as Johnson made clear, it’s no coincidence that the rise in violence is taking place at the same 
moment that conservative public officials are advancing policies designed to rollback LGBTQ rights. 
 
NEWS & VIEWS 12/18/22 
Guest: Retired U.S. Marine, Afghanistan veteran writer Worth Parker  
One of the greatest failures of American policy related to the long occupation of Afghanistan has been the way the nation’s 
broken immigration system has left thousands of Afghans who ought to be on a path to obtaining refuge in this country in a 
dangerous state of limbo. As retired U.S. Marine, Afghanistan veteran and North Carolina-based writer Worth Parker 
explained to us in a recent conversation, people who worked beside Americans and literally put their lives on the line to aid 
them, could soon face deportation and even death at the hands of the Taliban without congressional action to pass a 
bipartisan bill known as the Afghan Adjustment Act. Fortunately, there’s still time for the current Congress to act before year’s 
end. Issues covered: Afghanistan refugees, refugee rights, homeland security, and the Afghan Adjustment Act. 
 
ON THE RECORD 12/11/22 
Fighting against rising antisemitism in America 
A look at the rise in antisemitic sentiments in America and the fight against them. 
 
PSA RECORDED (October-December): Easter Seals 

One in four Americans today are living with a disability. I'm one of them. I care deeply about creating a world we can all 
fully participate in, free from stigma, misperceptions and barriers. And we've got a trusted ally on our side, an 
organization we can rely on Easter Seals. Rooted in communities nationwide, Easter Seals helps empower millions of 
people ,regardless of age or disability, through its life changing services and powerful advocacy. Today and every day, 
Easter Seals is leading the way to full equity, inclusion, and access to health care, employment, and education for people 
with disabilities. That's my Eastern Seals. Make it yours. Learn more and get involved at Easter Seals dot com. 
 
 
HEALTHCARE/MENTAL HEALTH/WOMEN’S HEALTH 
NEWS & VIEWS 10/2/22  
 Guest: WRAL TV investigative documentary reporter and producer Cristin Severance  
As several news reports – including some from NC Policy Watch – have documented in recent months, mothers and babies – 
and particularly Black mothers and babies -- are dying from pregnancy related complications at deeply disturbing rates across 
the country and in North Carolina. Indeed, the US has the worst maternal death rate compared to all wealthy countries and 
North Carolina ranks in the 10 worst states for infant deaths.  Recently, a new WRAL-TV documentary entitled “Critical Term: 
Why are Black mothers and babies dying?” dug into this crisis and earlier this week, we got a chance to sit down with the 
program’s producer, investigative documentary reporter Cristin Severance. And as Severance explained to us, her reporting 
makes clear that one can’t discuss the maternal and infant death crisis without discussing the systemic racism that underlies 
so much of it.  
 
NEWS & VIEWS 12/25/22 
Guest: Veteran Rockingham County physician Steve Luking about his decades of serving rural blue-collar patients and why 
it’s made him into a such passionate advocate for expanding Medicaid 
 
PSA RECORDED (October-December): American Cancer Society - Screenings 
Cancer screening can save your life. Begin cervical screening at age 25 at 45. Colorectal and breast screening at 50. Discuss 
lung screening with a doctor. Find resources for free and low cost screening at Cancer Dot Get screened.  
PSA RECORDED (October-December):  American Heart Association – Blood Pressure 



Nearly one in two U.S. adults have high blood pressure. That's why it's important to self-monitor your blood pressure 
and for easy to remember steps. It starts with a monitor the next to talk to your doctor about your blood pressure 
numbers. Get down with your blood pressure. Self-monitoring is power Visit manage your BP dot org. 
 
PSA RECORDED (October-December): Type 2 Diabetes  
One in three adults has prediabetes. One in three. That means it could be you, your football buddy, your futbol buddy, or you 
your best man, your worst man, you, your dog walker, your cat jogger… While one in three adults has prediabetes with early 
diagnosis, prediabetes can be reversed. Take the risk test at Do I Have Prediabetes Dot Org.   
 
PSA RECORDED (October-December): American Society of Retinal Specialists  
I noticed that my central vision started to blur. Figures that are usually straight started to distort, to become wavy. What are 
these little dark spots with blue that I'm seeing? There's a blind spot like a blob over my vision. Now. Is my vision lost forever? 
Why did I wait so long to see a retinal specialist? Retinal disease can steal your eyesight, but it doesn't have to. Patients who 
seek care from a retina specialist in a timely manner have the best chance of preventing vision loss due to age related macular 
degeneration or diabetic retinopathy. ARMD symptoms to look out for are distortion or warping of straight lines, as well as 
blurred or loss of central vision. Patients with diabetic retinopathy should seek treatment if they notice the appearance of 
spots or floaters or blurred and distorted vision. Don't delay seeing a retina specialist. It's worth the visit to save your vision so 
you don't miss out on life's precious moments like seeing your grandchild grow up enjoying a sunset with that special 
someone or reading a good book. Visit see for a lifetime dot org. 
 
POLITICS/VOTING RIGHTS 
NEWS & VIEWS 10/16/22  
Guest: State Board of Elections executive director Karen Brinson Bell  
Almost two years after Donald Trump falsely claimed that voter fraud cost him the 2020 presidential election and inspired a 
web of likeminded supporters and candidates, it’s clear that such lies, and conspiracy theories continue to infect our politics 
and render our democracy unstable. Fortunately, the officials overseeing elections in North Carolina have continued to do a 
tremendous job of keeping calm, busting myths, strictly enforcing and abiding by the law, and working tirelessly to assure that 
our elections are conducted fairly and transparently.  And earlier this week we got a chance to learn more about this work in 
an extended conversation with the state official who oversees these efforts:  State Board of Elections executive director Karen 
Brinson Bell In Part One of our chat, Brinson Bell reminded us about some of the key dates and deadlines for the upcoming 
election and explained some of the steps her office is taking to respond to threats targeting election workers and to 
deescalate tensions that could arise on Election Day.  In Part Two of our conversation, we dove into more of the details of how 
this fall’s election will be conducted – including, among other things, the rules governing poll observers, the ongoing impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, how state law makes tampering with ballots and vote counting all but impossible, and how 
thousands of people who were formerly disenfranchised because of old criminal convictions are now newly eligible to vote.  
 
NEWS & VIEWS 10/23/22  
Guest: Catawba College political scientist Prof. Michael Bitzer  
Early in-person voting and voting by mail are well underway in the 2022 midterm elections and if things go according to 
predictions, turnout will be large as voters weigh in on a series of races that could have huge policy implications – at both the 
federal and state levels. From the U.S. Senate contest between Cheri Beasley and Ted Budd to the U.S. House to the North 
Carolina legislature and supreme court, the contests will be close and potentially momentous as candidates stake out 
dramatically differing positions on key issues like abortion rights, gun violence, education, and the environment. And recently 
in order to help me take stock of where things stand and what seems to be motivating voters, we caught up with one of our 
state’s top election analysts, Catawba College political science professor Michael Bitzer.  
 
ON THE RECORD 12/25/22 
NC political newsmakers mark changes of 2022  
Look ahead to bipartisan successes in 2023: Gov. Roy Cooper talks teacher pay, abortion rights and marijuana pardons with 
On the Record. Plus: hear from two politicians who won in places other members of their parties struggle on how they make 
connections across the aisle. 
 
ON THE RECORD 11/13/22 
Supreme Court elections 



North Carolinians voted to shift the balance of power in the North Carolina Supreme Court to a Republican majority -- a pivot 
that could have major ramifications for abortion restrictions, how future elections are conducted and which party's 
congressional candidates will be sent to Washington. 
 
ON THE RECORD 10/30/22 
The race for US Senate 
Election season wraps up in a little more than a week, and at the top of your ballot there's a U.S. Senate race that could decide 
party control in Congress. 
 
ON THE RECORD 10/2/22 
Nickel, Hines seek to present themselves as middle-of-the-road candidates battling for voters in a toss-up district Republican 
political newcomer Bo Hines and Democratic state Sen. Wiley Nickel are running for a toss-up congressional seat in an 
increasingly diverse and moderate part of the state. They're distancing themselves from the extremes of their parties. 
 
POVERTY/FOOD INSECURITY/HOMELESSNESS 
NEWS & VIEWS 11/20/22 
Guest: President and CEO of the Food Bank of Central and Eastern NC  Ashley McCumber 
As we head into Thanksgiving week 2022 there’s good and bad news when it comes to poverty and hunger in America. The 
good news is that thanks to the Biden administration’s pandemic relief programs and the general economic recovery, our 
nation made a sizable dent in hunger and poverty over the last two years. The bad news is that many of the relief efforts that 
were so effective have been allowed to expire, and as we enter this year’s holiday season, the number of people of all ages 
who are often unsure about here their next meal will come from remains obscenely high. Nearly 600,000 people in just the 34 
counties served by the Food Bank of Central and Eastern North Carolina, for instance, are food insecure. Recently, in order to 
get a gauge on the size and scope of the challenge and what average folks can do to help out in the coming weeks and 
months, we sat down with the new president and CEO of the Food Bank, Ashley McCumber. 
 
NEWS & VIEWS 12/25/22 
Guest: President and CEO of the Food Bank of Central and Eastern NC, Ashley McCumber 
 And with the holiday season in full flight, we’ll discuss the state of hunger in North Carolina. 
 
PSA RECORDED (October-December): Feeding America – Ending Hunger 
Hi, I'm Danica Patrick and proud and watching my nieces grow, play and learn is amazing, but not every child gets to be 
carefree. One in six kids in the U.S. are hungry. One in six. That little girl sitting alone at the playground. She can't play like the 
other kids. She doesn't have the energy because she's hungry. School lunch will be her only meal today. It. breaks my heart 
that this is the reality in our country, but it's something that Feeding America is working to change. Each year, the Feeding 
America network of food banks rescues billions of pounds of good food that would have gone to waste. This food is then 
provided to families and children in need. Being a kid should be about using your imagination, learning and having fun. These 
children shouldn't have to miss out on simply being a kid because they're hungry. To find out how you can help end childhood 
hunger in your community. Visit Feeding America.org. 
 
PSA RECORDED (July-September): Communities in Schools 
For the safety of students, families, and teachers, schools across our country are closing. School closures can have significant 
and lasting consequences, particularly for vulnerable students, students who may face hunger, homelessness and even 
trauma. That's where our organization, Communities in Schools can help. For years, we've had caring adults inside schools 
helping these students stay in school. Now we are taking our work beyond the school walls. Our caring adults are delivering 
meals, providing household supplies, connecting kids with online classrooms, and using technology to maintain the one-on-
one relationships we know can transform the lives of students and their families, communities and schools going wherever we 
are needed, doing whatever it takes to empower students to succeed in school and in life. To see how you can help kids 
succeed, visit Communities in Schools Dot Org. 
 
PSA RECORDED (October-December): No Kid Hungry 
Kids across America are going to school hungry. Millions of kids every day. Hungry kids get sick more often and can struggle in 
school. It can be harder for them to focus and learn. But one simple thing can help change all of this for a hungry child in 
America. Good, healthy food and the energy it brings. With help from caring people across America. No kid hungry is providing 
healthy meals and hope to hungry kids so they can build better futures. We want to ensure that all of our kids have healthy 



meals every day. Thank you. Thank you for helping feed our kids. To learn more about ending child hunger in America. Go to 
help dot no kid hungry dot org. 
 
RELIGION/FAITH/ COMMUNITY 
DUKE CHAPEL SERVICES 

10/3/22 A Legacy Of Faith 11/13/22 How race broke the world - And how to repair it All? 

10/9/22 When Love Is Not Enough 11/20/22 Empowered 

10/17/22 Will He Find Faith on Earth? 11/27/22 Forging Hope 

10/23/22 Scandalous Mercy 12/4/22 A Sermon on Sermons 

10/31/22 The Truth Will Set You Free 12/11/22 Living on a Promise 

11/6/22 #Blessed? 12/18/22 Looking For Signs 

 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE/ REGULATION  
NEWS & VIEWS 11/6/22 
Guest: Policy Watch investigative reporter Joe Killian  
Most North Carolinians are aware of the ongoing and deadly statewide opioid epidemic, but there’s an aspect of the crisis 
about which many remain dangerously uninformed: it’s called fentanyl. As NC Policy Watch reporter Joe Killian detailed in a 
recent report, fentanyl – a powerful synthetic opioid that’s found its way onto the street – is the main driving factor behind 
the crisis in recent years. Because fentanyl is so cheap, easy to manufacture and manipulate, and up to 50 times more potent 
than heroin, it’s often used as a filler with other drugs – like heroin, cocaine and meth. And this hard fact can easily lead to 
quick and tragic results – even for people who are just casual users. Fentanyl killed more than 3,000 North Carolinians last 
year and the number will soar even higher this year. We sat down with Joe to discuss his reporting on the toll fentanyl is 
taking, as well as some of the approaches – some helpful, some questionable – that are being advanced to address the crisis. 
 
PSA RECORDED (July-September): Safe Pharmacy – Rogue Online Pharmacies  
 Charlie died after taking a single pill that turned out to be counterfeit. He was having back issues and it was a counterfeit 
poisonous pill. Websites and social media selling fake medicines may look legitimate, but they're not. Drugs from these rogue 
pharmacies could have fillers like sawdust or deadly fentanyl. He died in less than 15 minutes after taking the pill. Now there's 
a free tool that can give you peace of mind. At Safe Dot Pharmacy. Enter the pharmacy web address and you'll know if the site 
you're using is safe. If you're not getting your prescriptions from a legitimate source, that next dose you take could be your 
last. We just don't want other people to go through what we're going through. Just horrific. Go to Safe Dot Pharmacy and find 
out about fake medicine on social media and if the site you're buying from is safe.  
 
PSA RECORDED (July-September): Unused Opioid Disposal  
Unused prescription opioid pain medicines can spell trouble. They can spell risk if taken by someone they weren't prescribed 
for. Harm, if accidentally taken by a child or a pet or overdose if they're not used as directed, safely dispose of opioids before 
they can hurt your family, find a drug, take back option such as medicine drop boxes. You may find these in your community 
and local pharmacies or police stations visit www FDA DOT GOV SLASH DRUG DISPOSAL. 
 
PSA RECORDED (October-December): CDC – Drug Overdose Campaign 
Hey, you got any gum? Yeah. Check my backpack. What's this? Oh, that's Naloxone. It can reverse n opioid overdose. I decided 
to always keep it on me after my friend almost died. It saved his life. Oh, wow. I'm so sorry. That makes me want to have it 
with me too. You totally should. Check the pharmacy. It was actually really easy to get and it's easy to use. I definitely will. 
Thanks. Naloxone saves lives. Learn more at CDC.gov/Stop overdose. 
 
TERRORISM/HOMELAND SECURITY/MILITARY 
NEWS & VIEWS  9/18/22 
Guest: Duke University professor David Schanzer, director of Triangle Center on Terrorism and Homeland Security: It’s been 
more than two decades now since the September 11th attacks made the word “terrorism” a dominant topic in American 
policy and politics. And while strong disagreement remains as to the wisdom of the so-called “war on terror” our nation 
conducted in response, one thing almost all Americans would have thought unimaginable during most of the last 21 years is 
the situation we confront today. As Duke University Professor and terrorism expert David Schanzer explained to us in a 
conversation we had earlier this week, the top present day terrorism threat in our country comes not from abroad, but from 
domestic extremists– disaffected and delusional people like those who invaded the U.S. Capitol last January 6. In Part One of 



our chat, we discussed how this transition – the demise of the emphasis on combating Islamic extremism and the rise of 
domestic terror -- came about. In Part Two of our conversation, we dug into several aspects the top terror threat facing our 
country in 2022 – the rise of domestic right-wing extremism like that which gave rise to the January 6 invasion of the U.S 
Capitol. And as Schanzer told us, while recent law enforcement actions like the prosecution of hundreds of January 6 
insurrection participants has almost certainly had an important deterrent effect, the challenge to our country remains 
significant – especially as more and more once mainstream conservative groups embrace the disturbing rise of white Christian 
nationalism.       
 
PSA RECORDED (October-December): Department of Homeland Security – Say Something 
Why? Why do we ignore the things that give us pause? That seem out of place. That don’t feel right. The answer to “Why” 
defines who we are. So, if you see something, why do you say something? I see/say for my friends. For my community. For my 
family. For each other. Because all of this matters. We all have something worth protecting. So why do you see/say? Report 
suspicious activity to local authorities. If you see something, say something. 
 

 
 


