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Script  Documentation 

Male VO:   
 
On this edition of “California 
Fraud Files”... 
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...we dive deep into a self-serving, 
Sacramento politician whose 
“record”...  
 
...reads more like a rap sheet.  
That politician – Scott Baugh.  
 
Most of us don’t trust politicians 
with a credit card at all.  
And Scott Baugh? 
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Accused of credit-card fraud, Scott 
Baugh took nearly nine-thousand 
dollars in illegal cash contributions 
from a donor, after allegedly using 
his credit card to help the donor get 
improper cash advances.  
 
 

June 1996: Baugh Was Accused Of Fraud After Investigation Revealed Baugh Had Charged His 
Credit Card At A Convenience Store But Received No Goods Or Services; Store Owner A 
Campaign Contributor. “Assemblyman Scott Baugh charged $15,010 on his credit cards last year in a 
fraudulent scheme with a close friend who owns a convenience market near Baugh's home, according 
to court papers filed by the Orange County district attorney's office on Tuesday. Prosecutors allege in a 
search warrant affidavit that Baugh charged the money in at least six transactions on his credit cards 
June 15, 1995, without receiving any goods or services from Huntington Beach store owner Adel 
Zeidan, who later became a major donor to Baugh's campaign.” [Los Angeles Times, 6/19/96] See 
Article #1 

Baugh Allegedly Used His Card To Help Adel Zeidan Get False Cash Advances. “The transactions 
were made to help Zeidan falsely obtain cash advances, according to the court papers. Zeidan repaid 
Baugh's accounts before any interest charges accrued, according to court papers. Baugh (R-Huntington 
Beach), who has not been charged in connection with the alleged scheme, denied any wrongdoing, 
saying the district attorney's latest investigation is a "systematic and insidious effort" to harass him. In 
successfully seeking permission June 3 to search Baugh and Zeidan's bank records and Zeidan's 
market, district attorney's investigator Randy Sorley concluded that the pair committed felony 
conspiracy and misdemeanor credit card fraud in at least six transactions, the affidavit contends. [Los 
Angeles Times, 6/19/96] See Article #1 

Baugh Accepted $8,800 In Cash For Campaign From Adel Zeidan. “Zeidan has admitted that 
Baugh accepted $8,800 in cash for his campaign, a violation of state law barring the use of cash in 
political campaigns.” [Los Angeles Times, 6/19/96] See Article #1 

1999: Baugh admitted in FPPC Settlement That He Illegally Accepted $8,800 In Cash.  
“Baugh's settlement with the FPPC acknowledges that his campaign illegally accepted an $ 
8,800 cash contribution, failed to properly report the source of another $ 1,000 contribution and 
then illegally returned that contribution in cash.” [Associated Press, 7/27/99] See Article #8 

 
Credit Card Law At Time Prohibited Any Person From Processing Or Obtaining Payment Of A 
Credit Card Charge If The Retailer Did Not Agree To Furnish Goods And Services. “The credit 
card fraud law prohibits any person from processing or obtaining payment of a credit card charge if the 
retailer did not agree to furnish goods and services. Credit card industry experts said the court papers 
outline the sort of scheme under which a person could create a cash flow and do it more cheaply than 
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by obtaining money through the cash advance mechanism on credit cards.” [Los Angeles Times, 
6/19/96] See Article #1 
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But the rap on Baugh doesn’t end 
there.  
 
Politician Scott Baugh was charged 
with four felonies – count ‘em, 
four – arising from an investigation 
into an election-rigging scheme 
 

1996: Charges Filed Against Baugh Alleging He Was Instrumental In Recruiting Decoy 
Candidate. “The Orange County district attorney's office alleges that GOP Assemblyman Scott Baugh 
has committed at least six felonies by violating state campaign finance laws, including money 
laundering and failing to report donations made to his campaign, according to court papers filed 
Thursday. Baugh (R-Huntington Beach) also was instrumental in recruiting a longtime friend to run as 
a Democrat last year in the hope of siphoning support from a Democratic rival of Baugh's in a Nov. 28 
special election, according to an investigator's affidavit filed in support of a search warrant. Prosecutors 
back up this claim with pages of testimony from the former decoy Democratic candidate, Laurie 
Campbell, who contends that Baugh was involved in the plan from the very beginning. Campbell said 
Baugh had conversations with her about ‘diluting the Democratic vote’ and about paying her legal bills 
when the plot went sour, according to a district attorney's investigator.” [Los Angeles Times, 
3/22/1996] See Article #2  
 

Co-worker of Baugh Had Entered Race As Democrat; Was Accused Of Being Decoy To 
Take Away Votes From Only Other Democratic Candidate. “The Democrats have filed a 
complaint with the registrar alleging that Laurie Campbell violated the Election Code and 
committed perjury on her nomination papers in the 67th Assembly District. Jim Toledano, 
county Democratic chair, also contended that "one or more Republican legislators and their 
operatives engineered" her candidacy to ‘dupe’ Democratic voters and ‘sabotage’ Linda 
Moulton-Patterson, the only other Democrat on the ballot in the Nov. 28 election. Campbell, 
who describes herself as a conservative and has said she is running to keep a liberal from 
winning, declined to comment on the charges. She has refused to identify who asked her to run.” 
[Los Angeles Times, 10/20/95] See Article #3 

 
Campbell Had Connections to Baugh And Told Others To Vote For Him. “Campbell, who 
attends Baugh's church, described Baugh as the only other conservative in the race and said that 
Republicans should vote for him.” [Los Angeles Times, 10/20/95] See Article #3 

 
1995: Prosecutors Wanted To Investigate His Campaign Finances In Case of Democratic 
Decoy. “Republican Scott Baugh has refused to talk with the Orange County district attorney's 
office, which wants to question him about his campaign financing as part of its investigation 
into the aborted candidacy of Democrat Laurie Campbell, a prosecutor said Wednesday. Baugh, 
who is one of four candidates seeking to replace Assemblywoman Doris Allen in Tuesday's 
recall election, was the only one to put off investigators' questions until after the election, said 
Guy Ormes, supervising deputy district attorney. [Los Angeles Times, 11/23/95] See Article #4 

 
1995: Baugh Failed To Disclose Campaign Donations From Democratic Candidate’s 
Husband Until The Morning Of The Election. “Baugh, a Huntington Beach attorney who was 
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chosen Tuesday to replace recalled Assemblywoman Doris Allen, acknowledged in campaign 
documents filed Tuesday that he failed for several months to report a $1,000 contribution from 
Campbell's husband. Baugh did not disclose the contribution from Rick Campbell in three 
previous state-required campaign finance reports filed between the time he received the money 
and Tuesday, when he wrote that it had been ‘inadvertently omitted.’” [Los Angeles Times, 
12/1/95] See Article #5 
 

1995: Baugh Was Accused Of Hiding Contribution To Hide Connection to 
Campbell. “Baugh's Republican and Democratic opponents in Tuesday's election have 
accused Baugh of purposefully failing to list the contribution to hide his relationship 
with the Campbells and his alleged role in recruiting her.”  [Los Angeles Times, 
12/1/95] See Article #5 

 
Headline: Los Angeles Times “Baugh Indicted on Felony Charges in Campaign Ploy.” [Los 
Angeles Times, 3/23/96] See Article #6 
 
1996: Grand Jury Indicted Baugh On Four Felony Counts, 18 Misdemeanors. “In a case that cuts 
to the heart of California's GOP leadership, a grand jury on Friday indicted state Assemblyman Scott 
Baugh, the Orange County Republican whose tainted election victory allowed the party to seize control 
of the Legislature's lower house. Baugh, of Huntington Beach, was charged with four felonies, 
including falsifying campaign reports and persuading another person to commit perjury. He also was 
charged with 18 misdemeanors for allegedly concealing the source of campaign money.” [Los Angeles 
Times, 3/23/96] See Article #6 
 

Felony Counts Were All Perjury, Suborning Perjury In Connection With The Filing Of 
Campaign And Personal Financial Disclosure Documents Between October 1995 And 
January 1996. “The indictment alleges that Baugh committed four felonies, all of them 
perjury or suborning perjury in connection with the filing of campaign and personal financial 
disclosure documents between October 1995 and January 1996. He also was indicted for 18 
misdemeanor violations of the Political Reform Act, which governs campaign spending and 
reporting. Some of the allegations concern Baugh's omitting contributions. Others involve his 
accepting personal loans from individuals, then loaning similar sums to his campaign--in 
effect, concealing the source. These loans were reported as coming from Baugh rather than 
their originator, court papers allege. Still other charges involved Baugh's alleged failure to 
disclose the source of thousands of dollars in loans and donations to his campaign and how and 
when they were repaid. The allegations are that Baugh falsified loan repayment dates to make 
it appear as if his campaign treasury had more money.” [Los Angeles Times, 3/23/96] 
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Los Angeles Times:  Four Felony Counts Of Lying On Campaign Finance Reports; 18 
Misdemeanor Counts Of Violating State.  
“SCOTT BAUGH 
Attorney; lawmaker 
Charges: Four felony counts of lying on campaign finance reports; 18 misdemeanor counts of 
violating state election law 
Maximum sentence: Seven years in prison.” [Los Angeles Times, 3/23/96] 

 
1996: Baugh Charges Were Filed At Same Time Of Others In Decoy Scheme; 
Three aides involved plead guilty to election fraud. “Investigators later discovered 
that Republican aides for Rohrabacher and Pringle had hurriedly arranged for 4 
Campbell, a legal secretary who once worked with Baugh at a Sacramento law firm, to 
file nomination papers. Three of the aides involved recently pleaded guilty to election 
fraud. Last Thursday, Baugh, Carmony and Baugh's chief of staff were indicted by the 
Orange County Grand Jury. Baugh was charged with four felonies for allegedly filing 
false campaign reports and convincing his former treasurer to commit perjury. He also 
was charged with 18 misdemeanors. He faces up to seven years in state prison if 
convicted.” [Los Angeles Times, 3/27/96] See Article #7 

 
 
1999: Baugh Paid A $47,900 Penalty For 11 Violations Of California’s Political Reform Act. 
“Baugh's settlement with the FPPC acknowledges that his campaign illegally accepted an $ 8,800 cash 
contribution, failed to properly report the source of another $ 1,000 contribution and then illegally 
returned that contribution in cash.” [Associated Press, 7/27/99] See Article #8 
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Baugh was ultimately forced to 
pay nearly forty-eight thousand 
dollars in fines for eleven 
violations of campaign laws. 
 
Not many credit cards with a limit 
that high. 

 
1999: Baugh Paid A $47,900 Penalty For 11 Violations Of California’s Political Reform Act. 
“Baugh's settlement with the FPPC acknowledges that his campaign illegally accepted an $ 8,800 cash 
contribution, failed to properly report the source of another $ 1,000 contribution and then illegally 
returned that contribution in cash.” [Associated Press, 7/27/99] See Article #8 
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Self-serving, Sacramento politician 
Scott Baugh. Oh, by the way, he’s 
running for Congress.  
And Washington’s so 
corrupt...Baugh would fit right in. 
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