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1st Qtr. Issues

Jan. – Mar. - 2021

Key issues facing the community addressed by KNEL in the 1st Quarter of 2021. 

- Local Government
- Elections
- Education
- Agriculture
- Community
- Local Economy 
- COVID-19

Local issues were the subject of coverage during KNEL daily newscasts, regular daily public affairs 
programming, special event broadcasts and inclusion on KNELRadio.com web site.  Coverage included 
appearances by local officials from the Cities of Brady and Mason,  Mason and McCulloch County 
Commissioners Courts; Brady and Mason School Districts; and AgriLife Extension representatives in 
newscasts and on KNEL’s daily Morning Program public affairs program. 

Local Government:

McCulloch County Judge, Bill Spiller, passed away Dec. 26th.  County Commissioners appointed Frank 
Trull to serve out the remainder of Spiller’s term. 

 August Pfluger sworn in as new representative for U.S. House Texas District 11.   Covered Cong. Pfluger 
activities in response to developments in Washington during January, and his response to the surge in 
immigration in Texas during the Quarter.  Cong. Pfluger appeared as a guest on KNEL’s Morning Program 
with a recap of his visit with a Congressional Delegation to the Texas/Mexico border. 

The City of Brady continued with construction of a $25 million upgrade to the City water system to 
remove radium from drinking water and improve service to customers. The City also continued with 
planning and engineering for a new waste water treatment plant. Council authorized $4 million in 
certificates of obligation for the waster water system. 

Mason City Commission devotes first session of the year to discussing issues the City will be facing 
during the next year. Mason Mayor was guest on KNEL Morning Program.

City of Brady sought public input through public hearing and survey on retention or demolition of Burns 
Ave. Water Storage tank. The 60 year-old tank is scheduled for destruction as part of the City's water 



improvement project.  With no major objections coming from the public, Council decided to move 
ahead with demolition of the tank. 

City of Brady used a workshop and regular Council session to review the status and plans for City 
facilities. The review included the two project currently under construction -- clean water and waste 
water, as well as animal control, senior citizens, fire, EMS and police facilities. 

On Feb. 7, the Mason County Courthouse was severely damaged by fire. The person suspected of setting 
the fire was apprehended. The Community responded to the loss of the 111 year-old courthouse with a 
commitment to working to rebuild the facility.  After inspections by architects and engineers, it was 
determined that the remaining walls of the building were suitable to being used in rebuilding the 
Courthouse. Clean-up began in the quarter, with reconstruction hoped to begin later in the year. 

Mason County Commissioners established a special budget and schedule for the Courthouse 
restoration. 

Winter Storm - 

Record cold temperatures and wind chills were recorded across the area and the state. The cold 
weather prompted extensive closings and schedule changes. Electrical outages were experienced in 
numerous areas as result of the cold temperatures.  Loss of electrical power caused several local water 
systems to implement boil water notices for their users. McCulloch County 911 service was temporarily 
out.   Emergency declaration orders issued at the state,  county and local levels.

Elections:

Filing for May local elections began Jan. 13.  Listing of offices up for election, incumbents and candidates 
as the announced plan to run for office across McCulloch, Mason, Menard and Concho Counties.  

With no contested cares on the ballot, the Brady City Council and School Board elections scheduled for 
May 1 were cancelled. 

Education:

The Annual Famed Brady Bulldog Band Radio auction was cancelled due to COVID-19.  The event had 
been aired annually for the past 50 years on KNEL radio to raise funds to support activities of the Brady 
school bands. 

Brady High School transitioned to 100% remote learning for 10 days in Feb. due to confirmed positive 
cases and quarantined faculty and staff at the school.   

Agriculture:



Daily agriculture and commodity reports on status of agriculture across the area and Texas. Expanded 
coverage with five daily reports from Texas Farm Bureau Radio Network. 

McCulloch and Mason County Junior Stock Shows held Jan. 6-9. Coverage on KNEL of activities at each 
show and the results of the various judging categories. 

McCulloch County 4-H and FFA teamed to conduct a community service project – the Super Bowl of 
Caring – which involved collecting food throughout the County. 

Community:

Mason Community Blood drives conducted in both Jan. and Mar. 

Town Hall meeting hosted by the City of Brady focused on law enforcement in the community. The 
purpose was to encourage conversation between local law enforcement and the community, and to 
provide public safety tips and information to start neighborhood watch groups. 

The 32nd Heart of Texas Country Music Festival was held in Brady from Mar. 19-27.  The event was 
cancelled in 2020.  The Festival featured 15 venues over nine days, with over 3,500 tickets sold, and was 
attended by people from 19 different states.

Local Economy:

Coverage of monthly sales tax rebates to area cities and counties. 

 Mason County Chamber of Commerce replaces its annual Awards Banquet because of COVID-19 with a 
video recognizing the individuals and organizations in the community.  

Menard County Chamber of Commerce held its annual Awards Banquet in March. 

Brady/McCulloch County Chamber of Commerce hosted first quarter "Good News" business lunch, and 
KNEL broadcast the lunch live on KNEL-AM.

COVID-19:

KNEL continued daily coverage in newscasts and public affairs programs on the implementation of state, 
county and local emergency declarations; government actions taken in implementing the declarations; 
COVID-19 specific health information and testing; and daily reports on case numbers and trends at the 
national, state and levels and the distribution of COVID-19 vaccines throughout the area.  

- Definitions and explanations of the phases and specifics of quarantine restrictions and CDC 
recommendations.

- Listings  of postponed and cancelled City, County, public and business activities
- Business operator’s responses to emergency measures.



- Appearances on KNEL public affairs programs of  Brady and Mason Mayors, McCulloch and 
Mason County Judges explaining current actions and providing updates on status in their 
areas 

- Extensive coverage of activities of local  charitable organizations in their efforts to provide 
emergency food and supplies to local families. 

- Arrival and initial distribution of  shipments of COVID-19 vaccine in the area. 

- Maintained daily coverage of status of state and local level activities, positive cases and 
other information on the status of the pandemic. 

-
- Throughout the quarter, KNEL carried extensive coverage and implementation of the 

various emergency declarations and directives, closures, shutdowns, re-openings with news 
stories, public affairs announcements, and frequent guests on news and public affairs 
programming that outlined and explained the steps being taken and the effects they were 
having on the local community.


