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Issues/Program Report 1st Quarter 2020

April 1, 2020

Per the FCC, this is a list of the most frequently cited issues of concern to the people in the

WBHM/WSGN listening area during the last quarter. The list details the most signi�cant

programs addressing these issues. All of these programs were published at WBHM.ORG and

broadcast on WBHM 90.3 FM and WSGN 91.5 FM between January 1, 2020 and March 31, 2020.

The list includes the following issues:

Government
Birmingham Mayor Randall Wood�n Holds State of the City Address
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/birmingham-mayor-randall-wood�n-holds-state-city-address/)
2020-01-07 15:15:08
Birmingham Mayor Randall Wood�n announced new fundraising partners for the Birmingham

Promise Initiative at Tuesday's State of the City address.

Ivey's Study Group Proposes Prison Reforms Ahead of Legislative Session
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/iveys-study-group-proposes-prison-reforms-ahead-of-
legislative-session/)
2020-01-14 17:43:20
Gov. Kay Ivey’s prisons study group made suggestions Tuesday after months of reviewing the

state's troubled prison system.

Prisons O�cials Request $42 Million Increase to Hire Sta�, Improve Healthcare
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/prisons-o�cials-request-42-million-increase-to-hire-sta�-
improve-healthcare/)
2020-01-23 19:02:58
Prisons will be a top issue in the upcoming legislative session. The state Department of

Corrections presented its budget request Thursday, along with the Bureau of Pardons and

Paroles.
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Alabama to Close Most of Holman Prison (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/alabama-to-close-
most-of-holman-prison/)
2020-01-29 13:58:11
The Alabama Department of Corrections is accelerating plans to close most of Holman

Correctional Facility in Atmore. O�cials made the announcement Wednesday, citing growing

maintenance costs and safety concerns at the 51-year-old prison.

Medical Marijuana Bill Expected in Upcoming Alabama Legislative Session
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/medical-marijuana-bill-expected-upcoming-alabama-legislative-
session/)
2020-01-30 15:49:26
Alabama lawmakers start this year’s legislative session Tuesday and one item expected to come

up is legalizing medical marijuana.

Gov. Ivey to Touch on the Census, Prisons and Education in State of the State Address
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/alabama-governor-touch-census-prisons-education-state-state-
address/)
2020-01-31 15:59:07
Ivey o�ered the preview during a speech Friday at the Public A�airs Research Council of

Alabama’s annual meeting in Birmingham. She says this year’s federal census is “make or break”

for Alabama, in part because the state is at risk of losing a congressional seat.

Possible Focus on Inmate Education, DOC Oversight in 2020 Session
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/lawmakers-focus-inmate-education-doc-oversight-2020-
session/)
2020-01-31 16:18:06
The 2020 legislative session begins Tuesday and prisons are at the top of the agenda.

Lawmakers are likely to consider proposals presented last week by Governor Kay Ivey's Study

Group on Criminal Justice Policy.

Ivey Proposes Education Investments, Cautious on Lottery in State of the State Address
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/ivey-proposes-education-investments-but-uncertain-on-lottery-
in-state-of-the-state-address/)
2020-02-04 20:19:56
Pay raises, new prisons, and a shift from and elected state school board to an appointed one

were among the highlights of Gov. Kay Ivey's State of the State address.

'Star-Spangled Banner', Car-Smoking Bills Pass Committee in First Week of Legislative Session
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/star-spangled-banner-car-smoking-bills-pass-committee-in-�rst-
week-of-legislative-session/)
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2020-02-06 19:07:11
Here's a wrap-up of the �rst week of the 2020 legislative session with Alabama Public

Television's Don Dailey.

As Sessions Falls out of Favor, More Voters Look to Byrne, Tuberville
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/sessions-falls-favor-voters-look-byrne-tuberville/)
2020-02-10 09:24:51
Alabama voters heard from two of the three leading GOP candidates for U.S. Senate over the

weekend. Three weeks away from the March 3 Alabama primary, a clear favorite in that race

hasn’t yet emerged.

Payday Lending, Transgender Athlete Bills Go Nowhere in Alabama Legislature
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/payday-lending-transgender-athlete-bills-go-nowhere-alabama-
legislature/)
2020-02-14 15:17:52
A number of bills had di�culty moving forward in the second week of this year's Alabama

legislative session.

Medical Marijuana, Transgender Athlete Bills Pass Committee
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/medical-marijuana-transgender-athlete-bills-pass-committee/)
2020-02-21 08:03:33
A bill to allow medical marijuana in Alabama picked up steam in the Alabama Legislature this

week as a Senate committee overwhelmingly approved it. Another committee backed a bill

requiring transgender students to play sports under their “gender assignment at birth" as

opposed to how they identify.

Report Reveals Voter Access Di�cult in Alabama (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/report-reveals-
voter-access-di�cult-al/)
2020-02-21 13:55:03
Super Tuesday is nearly a week away and hundreds-of-thousands of Alabama voters are

expected to turn out. But according to a new report by the Southern Poverty Law Center,

Alabama remains one of the most di�cult states for an eligible voter to register and cast a

ballot.

O�cials Say Anniston Facility Not Designed to Hold Coronavirus Patients
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/o�cials-say-anniston-facility-not-designed-to-hold-coronavirus-
patients/)
2020-02-24 17:11:48
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State and local leaders say they were justi�ed in pushing back against a plan to bring Americans

infected with the coronavirus disease to a facility in Anniston. They say there weren't enough

details known.

Alabama Ban on Gender Therapies Moves Forward (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/alabama-
ban-on-gender-therapies-moves-forward/)
2020-02-28 07:41:51
Doctors would not be allowed to administer gender therapies to youth, according to a bill

moving forward in the Alabama Legislature. Opponents say the bill is fear mongering.

Alabama Live Election Results (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/alabama-live-election-results/)
2020-03-03 18:00:23
Follow for live election coverage of the Alabama primary elections.

Alabama Republican Senate Contest Headed to a Runo�
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/alabama-republican-senate-contest-headed-runo�/)
2020-03-04 16:12:23
The race for the Republican nomination for U.S. Senate is headed to a runo�. Former Attorney

General Je� Sessions and former Auburn University football coach Tommy Tuberville will face o�

March 31st.

Attorneys for Nathaniel Woods Request Emergency Stay of Execution
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/inmate-ask-new-counsel-ahead-execution-schedule-thursday/)
2020-03-05 15:46:20
An Alabama inmate scheduled to be executed today is asking federal courts to postpone his

execution.

Legislative Wrap-up: Lawmakers Consider Legalizing Yoga, Banning Gender Therapies
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/legislative-wrap-lawmakers-consider-legalizing-yoga-banning-
gender-therapies/)
2020-03-06 09:12:42
State lawmakers this week considered bills around yoga, guns, and gender therapy for minors.

Gov. Kay Ivey Declares State of Emergency Due to Coronavirus
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/gov-kay-ivey-issues-state-emergency-due-coronavirus/)
2020-03-13 18:24:01
Alabama schools will close and a second coronavirus case is con�rmed -- this one in Je�erson

County.
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Alabama Lawmakers Approve $5 Million for Coronavirus Response
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/alabama-lawmakers-approve-5-million-coronavirus-response/)
2020-03-13 22:58:11
Coronavirus grabbed the attention of state lawmakers this week. And bills related to the prison

system and medical marijuana advanced.

Doug Jones: 'We Don’t Want to Overrun This System.' (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/doug-
jones-we-dont-want-to-overrun-this-system/)
2020-03-17 16:11:41
U.S. Sen. Doug Jones says everyone has to do their part to �ght the spread of the coronavirus.

Congress is working on relief packages to support the medical community and address the

economic fallout.

COVID-19 Repercussions Will Strain Next Fiscal Year's State Budget
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/covid-19-repercussions-will-strain-next-years-state-budget/)
2020-03-20 11:08:47
The state budget is sure to take a hit next year. Lawmakers say it's too early to tell how big it will

be.

Birmingham Under Shelter-in-Place Order (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/birmingham-shelter-
place-order/)
2020-03-24 17:19:39
A new shelter-in-place order puts restrictions on where you can go outside your home.

Alabama Orders Nonessential Businesses Closed Due To Coronavirus
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/ivey-orders-nonessential-businesses-close-due-coronavirus/)
2020-03-27 13:46:27
The Alabama Department of Public Health has ordered nonessential businesses closed in an

e�ort to slow the spread of the coronavirus.

Making Sense of Alabama's Coronavirus Numbers (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/making-
sense-of-alabamas-coronavirus-numbers/)
2020-03-30 15:37:17
Alabama's coronavirus numbers don't always seem to line up. What's going on?

Birmingham City Council Delays Vote on Five Points West/CrossPlex Grant (https://wbhm.org/?
post_type=post&p=106120)
2020-01-02 13:40:10
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The Birmingham City Council on Monday delayed voting on an item granting funding to the Five

Points West/CrossPlex Business Alliance under the city’s Building Opportunities for Lasting

Development (BOLD) initiative.

Trump Addresses Iran's Attacks On Bases With U.S. Troops (https://wbhm.org/?
post_type=post&p=106373)
2020-01-08 09:51:22
President Trump is speaking to the nation following attacks on military bases in Iraq where U.S.

troops are stationed. Trump tweeted on Tuesday night that "All is well!" and that an assessment

of the casualties was underway. Iran said the missiles were launched as an act of self-defense

after the U.S. killed Iranian Gen. Qassem Soleimani in Iraq.

Je�erson County Gets New Human Resources Director, Raising Hopes for Lifting Consent Decree
on Personnel Practices (https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=106515)
2020-01-09 12:31:00
Je�erson County Commissioner Joe Knight o�ered a predictable straight line after Caroline

Brown was introduced as Je�erson County’s new human resource director at Tuesday’s

commission committee meeting.

Je�erson County Commission Moves to Preserve Downtown Jail Where Martin Luther King Jr.
Was Held (https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=106561)
2020-01-10 09:51:20
The Je�erson County Commission Thursday took the �rst steps toward acknowledging and

preserving remnants of the jail where Martin Luther King Jr. was held.

Je�erson County Commission Delays Vote on Fee for Card Payments (https://wbhm.org/?
post_type=post&p=106574)
2020-01-10 14:36:39
The Je�erson County chief �nancial o�cer says discussion about a 1% debit and credit card

convenience fee should be tabled for another two weeks.

Alabama Representatives Flip Votes on Two Measures Involving Cleanup of PFAS Pollution
(https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=106736)
2020-01-13 10:53:47
Alabama’s representatives in the U.S. House �ipped votes on two issues last week concerning

regulation of PFAS chemicals, which have been linked to cancer. These chemicals have been

found in drinking water and land in northern Alabama.
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Trump's Impeachment Trial Could A�ect Doug Jones' Reelection Bid (https://wbhm.org/?
post_type=post&p=106859)
2020-01-15 09:55:20
We examine how a vulnerable Democrat from Alabama is approaching President Trump's

impeachment trial. Senator Doug Jones is up for reelection in a state where Trump has a 59%

approval rating.

Ongoing: Watch Senate Impeachment Trial Live (https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=107126)
2020-01-21 10:00:12
The Senate is holding a trial on the impeachment of President Trump, who is accused by the U.S.

House of abusing his power and obstructing Congress. At the conclusion of the trial, senators

are expected to vote on whether Trump should be removed from o�ce.

Birmingham Council Reallocates Unused CrossPlex Funds to Repave Roads, Under Protest
(https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=107131)
2020-01-21 15:48:25
The Birmingham City Council voted Tuesday to reallocate money from a completed capital

project at the Birmingham CrossPlex to citywide road repaving, rebu�ng the protests of District

8 Councilor Steven Hoyt, who called the proposal “unfair.”

Je�Co Commission Approves Fees for Credit, Debit Card Payments to Revenue Department
(https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=107239)
2020-01-23 14:50:37
The Je�erson County Revenue's O�ce will now apply a 1% convenience fee on debit and card

payments after passing with unanimous consent on Thursday.

Birmingham Council Approves Sending Up to 297 Neighborhood Reps to Conference
(https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=107586)
2020-01-29 16:39:26
The Birmingham City Council voted Tuesday to send up to 297 neighborhood representatives to

this May’s Neighborhoods USA Conference in Little Rock, Arkansas.

Leading U.S. Senate Candidates Began the Year With Millions to Fuel Campaigns
(https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=107887)
2020-02-03 14:35:30
Former Sen. Je� Sessions, U.S. Rep. Bradley Byrne and retired football coach Tommy Tuberville

entered 2020 with millions of dollars in the bank as they campaign for the Republican

nomination for the U.S. Senate.
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Live Coverage: President Trump's 2020 State Of The Union Address (https://wbhm.org/?
post_type=post&p=107936)
2020-02-04 14:50:07
President Trump is delivering the 2020 State of the Union address, which comes under the

shadow of his impeachment trial. Watch his remarks live and follow a live annotation of his

remarks, including fact checks and analysis from NPR reporters.

Ongoing: Watch Senate Impeachment Trial Live (https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=107174)
2020-02-05 11:30:59
The Senate is holding a trial on the impeachment of President Trump, who is accused by the U.S.

House of abusing his power and obstructing Congress. At the conclusion of the trial, senators

are expected to vote on whether Trump should be removed from o�ce.

Jones Sides With Senate Democrats, Will Vote to Convict Trump in Impeachment Trial
(https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=108012)
2020-02-05 12:05:01
Sen. Doug Jones will vote to convict President Donald Trump of two charges in his impeachment

trial.

Shelby, Jones Side With Their Parties as Senate Acquits President Trump of Impeachment
Charges (https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=108062)
2020-02-06 10:13:58
Both United States Senators from Alabama cast their votes along party lines as President Donald

Trump was acquitted Wednesday of both articles of impeachment �led by the House of

Representatives.

Special Coverage: A Live Statement from President Trump (https://wbhm.org/?
post_type=post&p=108063)
2020-02-06 10:43:07

Iowa’s Election Problems Can’t Happen in Alabama, Merrill Says (https://wbhm.org/?
post_type=post&p=108075)
2020-02-06 16:50:38
Problems like the ones in the Iowa Democratic caucus cannot happen in Alabama because the

state holds elections, not closed meetings of political parties to select candidates, the state’s top

elections o�cial said Thursday.

Study: Diversion Programs Work – When They Don’t Sabotage Participants (https://wbhm.org/?
post_type=post&p=108650)
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2020-02-17 12:27:25
There are many alternatives to prison including drug courts, veterans courts and community

corrections. But a new report says in many cases these alternatives hinder rather than help

those they are supposed to serve.

Some Prisoners Invited to Vote by Absentee Ballot for the First Time This Year
(https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=108653)
2020-02-17 12:49:37
Valentine’s Day took on new meaning Friday as members of �ve organizations continued their

tour to get persons in jail and prison registered to vote by absentee ballot in the upcoming

primary and beyond.

Live Coverage: 2020 Nevada Caucuses (https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=108864)
2020-02-21 11:43:04
Follow NPR's live coverage of the 2020 Nevada caucuses, including results and analysis.

BirminghamWatch 2020 Primary Voter Guide: Republican U.S. Senate Race Headlines March 3
Primaries in Alabama (https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=109073)
2020-02-25 11:06:02
The Alabama primary election is on Tuesday, March 3. And all seven Senate Republican

candidates have shown basic agreement on the topics of immigration, taxes and the economy

as well as social issues such as abortion, guns and health care.

Parkers Will Be Able to Pay at Birmingham Meters Using an App (https://wbhm.org/?
post_type=post&p=109113)
2020-02-27 08:59:45
The Birmingham City Council voted Tuesday to modernize its parking system, approving a three-

year contract with ParkMobile, an application that allows users to pay for parking with their

smartphones.

In Comeback Senate Bid, Je� Sessions Backs Trump — Despite Public Falling-Out
(https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=109197)
2020-02-28 14:08:26
Je� Sessions is making a play for his old senate seat from Alabama, arguing he's the one who

has Trump's back despite the president's disparaging remarks about his former attorney

general.

NPR Live Coverage: 2020 Super Tuesday (https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=109305)
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2020-03-03 14:00:24
Follow NPR's live coverage of the 2020 Super Tuesday contests, including results and analysis.

Mosquito Spraying to Continue in Birmingham Despite Objections (https://wbhm.org/?
post_type=post&p=109425)
2020-03-05 10:02:07
The city of Birmingham will continue the practice of spraying for mosquitoes, despite vehement

objection from two city councilors.

Lawyers: Set Parole Hearings, Prevent Virus Spread in Alabama’s Crowded Prisons
(https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=110659)
2020-03-31 09:36:33
A group of law school faculty members and former prosecutors has written Gov. Kay Ivey urging

her to have the state Board of Pardons and Paroles hold expedited hearings to reduce the risk

of COVID-19 to Alabama’s prison population.

Economy
Report Says Better Collaboration Needed to Produce Enough Quali�ed Workers for Alabama
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/report-says-better-collaboration-needed-produce-enough-
quali�ed-workers-alabama/)
2020-01-29 15:06:32
A report released this week says education and business needs to collaborate better to ensure

Alabama has enough quali�ed workers for employers.

Shelby County Residents Vocal on Proposed Toll Bridge (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/shelby-
county-vote-private-toll-bridge/)
2020-03-05 14:30:07
For weeks, Shelby county residents have voiced concerns about a proposed private toll bridge

that would cross Lay Lake on the Coosa River. Developers say the project will spur economic

development but not everyone is convinced.

Alabama Events Canceled, Attractions Close Amid Coronavirus Fears
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/alabama-events-canceled-amid-coronavirus-fears/)
2020-03-12 16:52:47
The COVID-19 pandemic has prompted many closures and event cancellations across the state.

Uncertainty Around Coronavirus Hits the Travel Industry Hard
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/uncertainty-around-coronavirus-hits-travel-industry-hard/)
2020-03-16 21:31:21
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Usually this time of year, families are gearing up for spring break trips. But coronavirus has

people canceling plans, putting signi�cant pressure on the travel industry.

Coronavirus Puts Focus on Preppers (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/misconceptions-v-reality-
central-alabama-preppers-coronavirus/)
2020-03-25 13:04:20
Preppers — those who stockpile food and other supplies — are getting a lot of attention lately

given the public’s concerns over Coronavirus and the fear of some kind of societal breakdown.

Birmingham's Food & Beverage Industry Struggles Amid Coronavirus
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/birminghams-food-beverage-industry-struggles-amid-
coronavirus/)
2020-03-26 13:20:32
Many small businesses in Alabama hit by the coronavirus crisis are struggling to stay a�oat.

State health o�cials recently prohibited on-site eating and drinking at restaurants and bars. The

restrictions have forced a few Birmingham establishments to close their doors for good.

Alabama Bankers Association CEO Says Banks Are Secure During Pandemic
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/alabama-bankers-association-ceo-says-banks-secure-
pandemic/)
2020-03-30 11:09:11
The COVID-19 pandemic has many people wondering about their economic future and the

safety of their money. The head of the Alabama Bankers Association says banks across the state

have been preparing for a crisis of this magnitude for years.

Layo�s, Job Losses — COVID-19 Impact Expected to Play Out Over Months (https://wbhm.org/?
post_type=post&p=110386)
2020-03-26 12:31:02
The coronavirus pandemic has caused layo�s and job loss across the country. Now Alabamians

are �guring out how to cope with a new normal.

Health Care
Firehouse Ministries Opens New Homeless Shelter (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/�rehouse-
ministries-opens-new-homeless-shelter/)
2020-02-13 16:35:43
For almost 40 years, Firehouse Ministries has o�ered shelter at its downtown Birmingham

building. Thursday the non-pro�t cut the ribbon on a new facility.
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Je�erson County Department of Health Prepared for Coronavirus
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/je�erson-county-department-health-prepared-coronavirus/)
2020-02-28 17:19:56
In a press conference, President Trump insisted the risk of Americans getting the coronavirus

disease remains very low. But CDC o�cials say they expect COVID-19 to spread to more states

across the U.S. and they’re preparing local health departments with speci�c guidelines for

dealing with the disease.

State Health Department O�ers COVID-19 Testing (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/state-health-
department-o�ers-covid-19-testing/)
2020-03-06 17:37:04
Alabama's state health agency now has the capability to test for COVID-19. They'll no longer

have to send samples to the CDC for testing.

Alabama Health O�cials Issue Update on Coronavirus Testing
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/alabama-health-o�cials-issue-update-coronavirus-testing/)
2020-03-10 17:13:07
The Alabama Department of Health has tested fewer than 20 people for COVID-19, according to

o�cials there. None has tested positive.

Alabama Still Has Not Detected Coronavirus. Health O�cials Advise Acting Otherwise
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/alabama-still-has-not-detected-coronavirus-health-o�cials-
advise-acting-otherwise/)
2020-03-12 19:27:39
Alabama remains one of a handful of states where the coronavirus has not been detected. Some

say o�cials should be doing more to prepare and test for the disease.

Alabama Reports its First Case of Coronavirus (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/alabama-reports-
�rst-case-coronavirus/)
2020-03-13 10:57:10
Alabama o�cials announced the state's �rst case of COVID-19.

The Big Q: Coronavirus in Alabama. What do I need to know?
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/big-q-coronavirus-alabama-need-know/)
2020-03-13 16:03:00
Experts answer your questions about coronavirus in Alabama.

How to Get Tested for COVID-19 in Alabama (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/get-tested-covid-
19-alabama/)
2020-03-15 13:23:53
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Days after Alabama con�rmed its �rst case of coronavirus, testing is ramping up across the

state. There are a growing number of options to get screened and tested for the virus.

O�cials Tighten Restrictions on Gatherings as Coronavirus Cases Increase
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/o�cials-tighten-restrictions-on-gatherings-as-coronavirus-
cases-increase/)
2020-03-16 13:47:14
The Alabama Department of Public Health issued new recommendations Monday as the city of

Birmingham and the Je�erson County Commission declared states of emergency.

'Drastic E�orts' in Je�co Aim to Curb the Spread of Coronavirus
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/drastic-e�orts-in-je�co-aim-to-curb-the-spread-of-coronavirus/)
2020-03-16 19:17:13
To help slow the spread of the coronavirus, health o�cials announced Tuesday a series of

orders to limit public gatherings in Je�erson County.

Alabama Health Department Expands COVID-19 Restrictions
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/alabama-health-department-expands-covid-19-restrictions-
counties/)
2020-03-17 13:46:29
The Alabama Department of Public Health announced Tuesday it was expanding limits on

restaurants and senior center gatherings in six counties. Je�erson County put its restrictions into

e�ect Monday.

Alabama COVID-19 Testing Rife with Delays and Uncertainty
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/alabama-covid-19-testing-rife-with-delays-and-uncertainty/)
2020-03-17 15:01:54
Across Alabama, the demand for COVID-19 testing is growing, and labs are struggling to turn

around test results quickly.

Protecting People in Prisons, Jails and Shelters From COVID-19
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/protecting-people-prisons-jails-shelters-covid-19/)
2020-03-18 10:20:58
To slow the spread of the coronavirus, health o�cials are asking people to stay home and

practice social distancing. But in Alabama prisons and homeless shelters, following this advice is

virtually impossible.

UAB Infectious Disease Expert with COVID-19 Says "Stay Home"
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/uab-infectious-disease-expert-says-stay-home-�ght-
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coronavirus/)
2020-03-18 14:39:54
University of Alabama at Birmingham AIDS researcher Dr. Michael Saag says he's tested positive

for coronavirus. He made his diagnosis public in an e�ort to raise awareness of how to �ght the

disease.

Gov. Ivey Closes Beaches Through April 5 (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/gov-ivey-closes-
beaches-through-april-5/)
2020-03-19 15:13:15
State and local health o�cials issued new statewide health restrictions Thursday in response to

the growing number of COVID-19 cases in Alabama.

UAB Hospital to Open Appointment Only Test Site for COVID-19
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/uab-hospital-can-test-in-patients-for-covid-19/)
2020-03-20 14:16:20
Starting Monday, UAB hospital will o�er testing for COVID-19 at a drive-thru center in downtown

Birmingham. Symptomatic patients must call �rst and make an appointment.

As COVID-19 Spreads, Meals on Wheels Adapts to Serve Seniors
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/as-covid-19-spreads-meals-on-wheels-adapts-to-serve-senior-
citizens/)
2020-03-20 16:09:49
With volunteers at home and the economy in decline, area nonpro�ts are feeling the impact of

COVID-19. Meanwhile, communities are seeing an increased need for charitable programs.

Updated: Where Can I Get Tested for COVID-19? (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/can-get-tested-
covid-19/)
2020-03-25 12:04:47
A list of where you can get tested for COVID-19 in Alabama.

Lt. Gov. Ainsworth: 'We've Got to Get This Under Control' (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/lt-gov-
ainsworth-weve-got-get-control/)
2020-03-26 18:30:01
Lt. Gov. Will Ainsworth wants Alabamians to take the coronavirus pandemic seriously. Other

state leaders don't seem to share the same urgency.

'Critical Shortage Everywhere' Of Personal Protective Equipment
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/health-care-providers-face-critical-shortage-everywhere/)
2020-03-29 23:36:02
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The health care workers who care for COVID-19 patients are on the front lines, but hospitals and

clinics are running out of the protective equipment medical providers need to protect

themselves.

Jackson County Reports Alabama’s First Coronavirus Death (https://wbhm.org/?
post_type=post&p=110382)
2020-03-26 11:28:03
An employee at the Jackson County Courthouse has died from the coronavirus, according to

County Commission Chairman Tim Gu�ey, which could be Alabama’s �rst death from the

COVID-19 pandemic.

World Awaits Results of COVID-19 Drug Treatment Developed at UAB Center
(https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=110553)
2020-03-29 13:28:32
In the search for a drug treatment for COVID-19, prime interest has centered on Remdesivir, a

compound produced by Gilead Sciences that has its roots in a National Institutes of Health-

funded center based at UAB.

No Need to Worry About Drinking Water During the COVID-19 Crisis, ADEM Director Says
(https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=110656)
2020-03-31 09:24:25
Public drinking water is safe, according to the director of the Alabama Department of

Environment.

Education
Birmingham and UAB Partner to O�er Free Tuition to City Graduates
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/birmingham-and-uab-partner-to-o�er-free-tuition-to-city-
graduates/)
2020-01-09 09:34:21
The University of Alabama at Birmingham will o�er a full tuition scholarship to some graduates

of Birmingham City Schools as part of a new partnership with the City of Birmingham.

Small Fraction of Students Qualify for Birmingham Promise Scholarship
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/small-fraction-of-students-qualify-for-birmingham-promise-
scholarship/)
2020-01-28 14:59:21
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When it was announced recently that the Birmingham Promise would o�er a full tuition

scholarship to the University of Alabama at Birmingham, many praised the partnership as a way

to give eligible Birmingham graduates a much-needed �nancial boost. But as it stands, most

students wouldn't make the cut.

Smithsonian Educator Explores Ways to Teach Evolution in Alabama Schools
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/smithsonian-educator-explores-ways-teach-evolution-alabama-
schools/)
2020-02-05 10:44:44
Briana Pobiner is a paleoanthropologist and educator at the Smithsonian Institution’s National

Museum of Natural History. She's using a federal grant to explore the best ways to teach

evolution in Alabama high schools; although some textbooks still contain warning stickers saying

evolution is just a theory.

Delayed School Start Times Thursday Feb. 6, 2020 (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/schools-
delay-start-due-�ooding-thursday-feb-6-2020/)
2020-02-06 07:51:04
Flooding and early morning tornado risks Thursday have led several school systems to delay

start times.

Construction, Welding, GED: The Impact of Prison Education
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/construction-welding-ged-impact-prison-education/)
2020-02-19 11:46:18
Across Alabama, state inmates are getting GED certi�cates, learning to �x cars, and even how to

code. As Alabama faces mounting pressure to reform its prison system, many state leaders want

to increase funding for these educational programs.

Voters Could Change How Education Leaders are Picked in Alabama
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/voters-change-education-leaders-picked-alabama/)
2020-02-21 13:48:47
When Alabama voters go the polls on March 3rd, they’ll be voting on a constitutional

amendment that changes the state board of education. Currently board members are elected. If

Amendment One is approved, the governor would appoint school board members.

Yoga Still Being Taught to Some Students Despite 27-Year-Old Ban
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/yoga-still-taught-students-despite-27-year-old-ban/)
2020-03-11 16:29:28
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Alabama is one step closer to overturning a decades-old ban on yoga in public schools. This

week, the state House of Representatives voted in favor a bill that would give school systems the

option to teach yoga with some restrictions. But Jimi Lee, head of Yoga & Love has led yoga at

some schools, despite the ban. School leaders just call the practice by another name.

Universities Prepare for COVID-19 Ahead of Spring Break
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/schools-prepare-covid-19-ahead-spring-break/)
2020-03-11 21:25:03
Samford and UAB are taking precautions in the event coronavirus spreads. There are currently

no con�rmed cases of the disease in Alabama.

Fearing Coronavirus Spread, Many Area Schools Close Immediately
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/area-schools-close-e�ective-immediately-covid-19/)
2020-03-14 17:54:04
As concerns about the spread of coronavirus grow, more schools opt to close immediately.

Alabama Schools Chief Explores Ways to Teach Students During an 'Incomplete Year'
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/alabama-schools-chief-explores-ways-to-teach-students-during-
an-incomplete-year/)
2020-03-24 12:16:00
State education leaders are trying to �gure out how to teach students in an era of coronavirus.

Alabama K-12 Students Will Finish School Year From Home
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/alabama-k-12-students-will-�nish-school-year-home/)
2020-03-26 16:01:51
Amid growing concerns about the spread of COVID-19, Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey says K-12

students will not return to classrooms to �nish out the 2019-2020 school year.

Education Town Hall Set for Jan. 15 (https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=106568)
2020-01-10 10:15:56
A town hall meeting on the status of education in Birmingham has been set for Jan. 15, 6-8 p.m.

Science and Technology
How One Climate Scientist Reconciles Her Faith with Global Warming
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/how-one-climate-scientist-reconciles-her-faith-with-global-
warming/)
2020-02-04 12:14:51
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Some might consider Katharine Hayhoe a walking paradox. She’s an atmospheric scientist who

believes in human-caused climate change and an evangelical Christian. And to her, neither of

those facets are at odds.

UAB Leads a New Anti-Viral Drug Trial to Combat the Coronavirus
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/uab-leads-new-anti-viral-drug-trial-combat-coronavirus/)
2020-02-10 19:28:43
The University of Alabama at Birmingham is leading a new anti-viral drug trial in Wuhan, China

to combat the coronavirus outbreak.

Coronavirus Scams Peddling Fake Cures and Work-at-Home Schemes on the Rise
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/coronavirus-scams-peddling-fake-cures-work-home-schemes-
rise/)
2020-03-29 22:49:55
The continued spread of the coronavirus is making people increasingly anxious. That climate of

fear opens up an opportunity for online scammers.

UAB to Test Potential COVID-19 Vaccine (https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=110618)
2020-03-30 16:39:25
The University of Alabama at Birmingham and the biopharmaceutical company Altimmune Inc.

will test a potential vaccine for COVID-19, the university announced today.

Arts and Culture
Juliana Hat�eld Sings The Police (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/juliana-hat�eld-sings-police/)
2020-01-16 11:45:29
Musician Juliana Hat�eld's latest album is a cover of songs from The Police. We spoke with

Hat�eld about her career, how she de�nes success, and her earliest memories of the group.

Opera Birmingham's 'Independence Eve' Tackles Racial Themes
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/opera-birminghams-independence-eve-tackles-racial-themes/)
2020-01-23 12:06:58
Conversations about race are often fraught and complicated. A production this weekend in

Birmingham tackles that topic through opera. "Independence Eve" is a contemporary work

staged by Opera Birmingham.

StoryCorps Founder Brings One Small Step Event to Birmingham
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/storycorps-founder-leads-one-small-step-birmingham/)
2020-02-05 14:36:46
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StoryCorps has provided people across the U.S. the opportunity to record and preserve the

stories of their lives. Now, the organization is taking that idea to another level with One Small

Step. StoryCorps' founder, Dave Isay, shares more.

New Exhibit Features Artwork from Alabama Inmates (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/exhibit-
features-artwork-alabama-inmates/)
2020-02-20 09:54:15
The issues around Alabama's troubled prison system are complex, but a new exhibit featuring

artwork by Alabama inmates hopes to generate a di�erent conversation.

Sunday Church Drive-in Style in the Coronavirus Age (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/sunday-
church-drive-in-style-in-the-coronavirus-age/)
2020-03-23 08:58:57
Large gatherings are banned due to coronavirus, so churches can't meet as usual. One Alabama

church tried a drive-in service.

Environment
Severe Weather Threatens Most of Alabama on Saturday
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/severe-weather-threatens-alabama/)
2020-01-10 14:10:46
Forecasters in central Alabama say the storm system threatens to spin o� tornadoes. O�cials

say residents should have multiple ways to receive weather warnings and should not depend

solely on outdoor warning sirens.

Three Dead in Alabama After Severe Weather Sweeps Through the South
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/three-dead-in-alabama-after-severe-weather-sweeps-through-
the-south/)
2020-01-11 15:32:12
Three people in Alabama died after severe storms hit the area on Saturday.

Schools Cancel Afternoon Activities due to Expected Severe Weather
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/schools-cancel-school-activities-due-expected-severe-weather-
2/)
2020-02-05 12:37:09
As severe weather moves toward Alabama, several school districts are closing early.

Delayed School Start Times Tuesday Feb. 11, 2020 (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/delayed-
school-start-times-tuesday-feb-11-2020/)
2020-02-11 07:17:50
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A number of area schools are delaying start times due to heavy rain and a �ash �ood watch

early Tuesday morning.

More Alabama Farmers Sign up to Grow Hemp (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/more-alabama-
farmers-sign-up-to-grow-hemp/)
2020-02-11 10:18:32
Last year marked the �rst time in decades that hemp could be grown legally in Alabama. More

than 100 farmers got licensed by the state to grow it.

O�cials Seek Answers on Plan to House Coronavirus Victims in Anniston
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/coronavirus/)
2020-02-23 14:53:52
Anniston is being considered a "back-up plan" to house some patients that have tested positive

for COVID-19, according to Gov. Kay Ivey.

Getting Out For A Walk In The Woods? Social Distancing Still Applies
(https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/getting-walk-woods-keep-social-distance/)
2020-03-26 12:50:19
With gyms closed and kids home from school, more people are visiting area parks. Some

o�cials are grappling with how to manage the crowds without putting the public’s health at risk.

Environmental Groups Protest New Waters of the US Rule (https://wbhm.org/?
post_type=post&p=107296)
2020-01-24 13:12:36
Environmental groups in Alabama and elsewhere say they will �ght to delay or stop a new

federal rule that would remove the 1972 Clean Water Act’s oversight of half the nation’s

wetlands and many small streams.

Despite Pledges, Birmingham Barely Out of Gate on Energy E�ciency, Renewables, Sustainability
(https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=107470)
2020-01-28 10:21:45
Birmingham Mayor Randall Wood�n promised in December to pivot toward prioritizing

sustainability during the remaining two years of his term in o�ce. But for some, Wood�n’s

administration — and Birmingham’s municipal government as a whole — has been frustratingly

inert when it comes to environmental issues.

Gasp, SELC Challenge ABC Coke Consent Decree (https://wbhm.org/?post_type=post&p=107651)
2020-01-30 12:24:36
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A �ght over ABC Coke’s air pollution in Birmingham and Tarrant entered federal court Tuesday

as groups charged that a consent decree agreement approved last spring is too weak to

guarantee that unlawful discharges of the cancer-causing chemical benzene will stop.

Crime
Paighton Houston's Remains Found In Hueytown (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/paighton-
houstons-remains-found-hueytown/)
2020-01-03 18:49:47
Authorities identi�ed a body found behind a house in Hueytown Thursday as that of Paighton

Houston, according to Trussville Detective Ben Short.

New Warrant Issued in Paighton Houston Case (https://wbhm.org/feature/2020/new-warrant-
issued-in-paighton-houston-case/)
2020-01-16 11:09:32
The Je�erson County Sheri�'s O�ce is searching for a man on charges of corpse abuse in

connection with the death investigation of Paighton Houston.
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