
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

(For programming aired April 1 through  June 30 2017 ) 
 

This Quarterly Issues/Programs List is a list of non-entertainment programming which, in 

the opinion of the management of the Station KFAI, represents the most significant 

treatment by the Station of certain issues believed to be of community concern.  The list 

is not intended to be a comprehensive list of all of the Station’s non-entertainment 

programming.  Nor is it designed to list every program broadcast by the Station that is 

responsive to the selected issues.  Included are only those programs in which the Station 

devoted significant time or depth to the various issues. 

 

Issues: Business, Work & the Economy 

 

1) Business Development in Neighborhoods – A wide ranging conversation about 

efforts to promote grassroots development of entrepreneurship in neighborhood 

business districts.  Guests – Mike Temali – CEO, Neighborhood Development 

Center, Shahir Ahmed – Business Lab Director, Neighborhood Development 

Center, Diane Patterson – Associate Director, Metro Small Business Development 

Center, Roger Cummings, Founder, Juxtaposition Arts  

 

 Program:  Conversations with Al McFarlane   

 Date:  April 18, 2017 

 Duration:  60 minutes 

 Time:  9:00am 

 

2) Neon Enthusiasts Resist Proliferation of LED Lighting - There’s something 

romantic and dangerous about neon. Maybe it's because it comes alive at night.  

Maybe it’s because neon has illuminated countless cultural fantasies – from 

moody film noir back alleys to colorful rock ‘n’ roll drive-ins. KFAI’s Britt 

Aamodt takes us to Neo Neon in Minneapolis where the elements of fire, glass 

and gas combine to present an artistic alternative to the rise of LED lighting. 

 

Program: The Morning Blend    

 Date:  April 13, 2017 

 Duration:  4:34 

 Time: 7:45am 

 

3) Urban Chicken Husbandry Grows Locally- Some people dig miniature 

schnauzers, others might be more into sugar gliders or exotic fish. KFAI’s Xan 

Holston bought a six pack of baby chicks and learned the heartwarming answer to 

which comes first: the chicken or the egg? 

 

Program:  The Morning Blend  

Date:  April 12, 2017 

Duration:  5:19 

Time:  6:45am 



 

4)   Sisters’ Camelot Continues Food & Economic Mission:  Sisters Camelot is a 

20 year old 501c3 nonprofit that has been giving free food to communities 

throughout the Twin Cities.  It was created as a rainbow hippy bus with the 

intention to cultivate community and nurture people with healthy organic food.  It 

grew into a collectively run organization with a warehouse, 2 buses and a 

relatively large team of people. On KFAI's show, Truth To Tell, Danielle 

McFarland and Rico Morales talked with Sisters Camelot representatives about 

how this organization seeks to build community by growing food and serving 

others.   

 

 Program: Truth To Tell  

 Date:  April 17, 2017 

Duration: 60:00 

 Time:  9:00am 

 

5) Big Data Influences Everything: 

Host Rajib Bahar and guests present Big Data Part 1: data applications in our 

lives. From social responsibility to predictive analytics, this is the first part of a 

two-part program addressing how data can be used to develop and apply 

solutions, transforming outcomes for the predictable (companies and investments) 

and the paramount (pressing social needs).  

 

 Program:  The Wave Project  

 Date:  May 21, 2017 

 Duration: 60:00 

 Time:  11:00am 

 

Cultural Expression 

 

1)  Romanian Ballet Star Finds A Home in Little Falls, Minnesota: In the early 

1980s, a Romanian ballet star visited Little Falls, Minnesota, to teach a few ballet 

classes. Surprisingly, he never left. KFAI's Nancy Rosenbaum reports. 

 

 Program:  The Morning Blend 

 Date:  June 6, 2017 

 Duration:  5:18 

 Time:  7:35am 

 

2) Favorite Venue for Black Minnesotans Closes:  For 25 years, Arneilla’s Bar 

and Restaurant in St. Paul is where black Minnesotans have gone to hear live 

music, celebrate birthdays, and even play a weekly game of cards. Generations of 

local musicians started their careers there. On Sunday night, Arnellia’s is closing 

it doors for good. KFAI’s Nancy Rosenbaum spoke to longtime customers and 

performers about the club's legacy. 

  



Program:  The Morning Blend    

 Date:  April 28, 2017 

 Duration:  5:36  

 Time: 7:45am 

 

3) MOWS510 Is A Mice Guy:  If you look down while walking around town, you 

might spot the art of Mows510 (pronounced MOUSE FIVE-ONE-ZERO), the 

pseudonym for the artist who attaches whimsical mouse doors to buildings. 

KFAI's Britt Aamodt visits the mysterious Mows510 at his home and around 

town. 

 

Program:  The Morning Blend  

Date:  May 28, 2017 

Duration:  5:31 

Time:  6:45am 

 

4) Musician Finds Self Expression in Latin Jazz:  Fifteen years ago, American 

musician Doug Little traveled Cuba to study Latin jazz. In Havana, he met a flute 

teacher who introduced him to a traditional Cuban musical style called 

“charanga.” He hasn’t looked back. KFAI’s Nancy Rosenbaum produced this 

audio postcard on Doug Little and his band Charanga Tropical. 

  

Program: The Morning Blend  

 Date:  June 8, 2017 

Duration: 3:50 

 Time: 7:45am 

 

5) Sound Sculpture:  Sculpture is usually made to be seen, and not heard. Norman 

Andersen’s work is an exception. The Minnesota artist makes analog-based, 

sound sculpture that’s a delight to the eye and the ear. KFAI’s Dixie Treichel has 

more.  

  

Program:  The Morning Blend    

 Date:  June 13, 2017 

 Duration: 3:39 

 Time:  7:35am 

 

Education 

 

1) Opiod Crisis Hurts Native American Communities:  Laura Waterman 

Wittstock and Roy Taylor talk with Dana Farley and Nate Wright from the MN 

Department of Health to discuss opioid and other drug use among Indian people 

in Minnesota 

 

 Program:  First Person Radio 

 Date:  April 12, 2017 



 Duration:  60:00 

 Time:  9:00am 

 

2) Native Graduates Recognized:  Laura Waterman Wittstock and Roy Taylor talk 

with Pauline Danforth and Raul Aguilar from the University of Minnesota about 

this year’s higher education graduation.  The event has been held annually since 

1986. Members of the Twin Cities American Indian higher education community 

organized the annual event to recognize American Indian college and post-

secondary graduates.  

  

Program:   First Person Radio  

 Date:  April 26, 2017 

 Duration:  60:00 

 Time: 9:00am 

 

3) Orphan Train History Resonates Today:  In September, 1854, the first "orphan 

train" carried 46 homeless children from New York City to far off homes to 

become laborers in the pioneer West. It was the first step in what was to become 

the emigration of as many as 250,000 orphan children to new homes throughout 

the entire United States. Widely duplicated throughout its 75 year history, the 

original orphan train was the creation and life project of Charles Loring Brace, a 

now largely forgotten man who became the father of American child welfare 

policy. In this one-hour documentary we will hear interviews from surviving 

orphan train riders as well as readings from period newspapers, letters, and 

journals about one of the least known, yet most significant social experiments in 

American history. 

 

Program:  Listening Lounge 

Date:  May 31, 2017 

Duration:  60:00 

Time:  7:00pm  

 

4) Educational Opportunity In An Age of Economic Inequality:  Professor Tom 

O’Connell leads a conversation with Metro State University urban educator 

Nicholas Hartlep.  Hartlep is a former public school teacher, has taught in 

Minnesota and Wisconsin, as well as abroad in Quito, Ecuador. Dr. Hartlep’s 

interest in counseling and transracial adoptive family dynamics stems from the 

fact he was adopted from Seoul, South Korea when he was approximately 16-

months old. Additionally, his research includes Critical Race Theory and the 

“model minority” stereotype. 

  

Program: Truth To Tell  

 Date:  June 26, 2017 

Duration: 30:00 

 Time:  9:30am 

 



5) The Educational and Cross-Cultural Value of Summer Camp: 

On "The Somali Radio That Speaks Funny English", Abdirizak Bihi welcomes 

guest Mahmud Kanyare, an Imam and a community leader with Youth & Family 

Circle, a Non-Profit Organization focused on building the future generation 

through sports, activities, and educational seminars.  For the past five years, 

Youth & Family Circle has organized a Summer Camp program for the children 

of low income families in the Somali community.   On this week's program, Bihi 

and Kanyare talk about plans for the 6th annual camp this summer.   

 

 Program:  The Somali Radio That Speaks Funny English  

 Date:  June 29, 2017 

 Duration: 60:00 

 Time:  1:00pm  

 

Civil Rights/Social Justice 

 

1) Native American Rapper Strives to be Heard, Understood:   Baby Shel is a 

rapper with a story to tell—one that is not often heard in mainstream media. His 

home is Red Lake, Minnesota, one of several Native American reservations in the 

state. In this audio portrait produced by KFAI’s Dan Zamzow, Baby Shel 

discusses his song “Rez Life” and how he wants to be an inspiration to others. 

 

 Program:  The Morning Blend 

 Date:  May 10, 2017 

 Duration:  3:40 

 Time:  6:45am 

 

2) Stories from Non-Straight Life:  The youth producers of outLoud Radio bring 

us an hour of stories about lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and otherwise non-

straight life. We'll hear stories on LGBT topics from awkward Sex Ed to 

exemplar vampires, coming out and what happens when you're transgender and 

want to play sports. 

  

Program:  The Listening Lounge  

 Date:  June 14, 2017 

 Duration:  60:00 

 Time: 7:00pm 

 

      3) Civil Rights, Set to Music:   

Members of the Minneapolis Commission on Civil Rights present the purpose, 

structure and activities of the group and play their choices of music that align with 

their function. 

 

Program:  The Wave Project 

Date:  April 30, 2017 

Duration:  60:00 



Time:  11am 

 

      4) Winona Slam Poet Brings Social Justice to the Stage:  

Slam poets and sonnet lovers usually don’t hang out together. But in Winona, 

Minnesota, Nicholle Ramsey is bringing a fresh perspective and a social justice 

angle to the city’s civic poetry initiative.  KFAI’s Sylvia Thomas reports on an 

unusual poetry pairing that’s re-defining local definitions of the art form. 

  

Program: The Morning Blend  

 Date:  June 29, 2017 

Duration: 4:54  

 Time:  6:45am 

 

6) Immigration Lawyers Navigate Through New Immigration Policies:   

Confusion and concern over proposed changes in federal immigration policy has 

lawyers working overtime.  Don Olson brings us comments and conversation 

from a community forum called “Attorneys and Activists Respond to Trump’s 

Immigration Agenda,” an event sponsored by the Minnesota chapter of the 

National Lawyers Guild.      

 

 Program:  Northern Sun News 

 Date:  May 11, 2017 

 Duration: 60:00 

 Time: 9:00am 

 

Government & Immigration 
 

1)  Immigrant Families Juggle Cultural Adaptation and Child Rearing:  What 

does it mean to grow up in a family where the adults are totally preoccupied with 

providing for the children and trying to adapt to a new culture at the same time?  

On a recent episode of the KFAI show Hmong FM, Steve Mouacheupao, a doctor 

who practices family medicine in Coon Rapids,  talked about a moment of 

understanding in his young life, and how that moment prepared him for 

adulthood.   

 

 Program:  The Morning Blend 

 Date:  April 14, 2017 

 Duration:  4:04 

 Time: 7:45am  

 

2) Immigrant Families Stay Connected Through Singing:  Locals sometimes 

worry how newcomers will adjust to life in America. But for immigrants, their 

hearts and voices often reach out across the ocean to family left behind. KFAI's 

Emily Bright reports on a couple separated by war and reunited again. 

 

 Program:   The Morning Blend 



 Date:  May 25, 2017 

 Duration:  5:10   

 Time: 7:45am 

 

3) Immigrant Artist Settles and Thrives in Little Falls:  n the early 1980s, a 

Romanian ballet star visited Little Falls, Minnesota, to teach a few ballet classes. 

Surprisingly, he never left. KFAI's Nancy Rosenbaum reports. 

 

Program:  The Morning Blend 

Date:  June 6, 2017 

Duration:  5:18 

Time:  7:35am 

 

      4)  An Unlikely Friendship Transforms the Gun Debate: 

In the mid-90’s, Dr. Mark Rosenberg was leading gun violence research at the 

CDC. Republican Arkansas Congressman Jay Dickey, the NRA’s so-called "point 

man on the Hill," spearheaded legislation to defund it. Dickey and Rosenberg 

were on diametrically opposed sides of the gun debate, but fate took a twist. 

“Reckonings” Producer Stephanie Lepp explains how through unexpected 

experiences, they managed to become friends, create common ground, and are 

now jointly calling on Congress to restore CDC funding for gun violence 

research. Their story is a rare source of hope within one of America’s most 

polarizing issues: guns. 

 

Program: Listening Lounge   

 Date:  April 12, 2017 

Duration: 60 minutes 

 Time:  7:00pm 

 

      5) Conflicts of Interest on the Executive Level: 

President Donald Trump's potential conflicts of interest are explored by 

University of Minnesota Law School professor Richard Painter, who served as an 

Ethics Advisor to President George W. Bush.  

 

 Program: Catalyst  

 Date:  May 19, 2017 

 Duration: 60:00 

 Time:  9:00am 

 

  

 

KFAI is proud that a significant portion of its programming schedule is devoted to air 

programs designed to inform our listeners of matters of community concerns. Attached to 

this report is a listing of the informational and educational programs that regularly 

broadcast by the station. 

 



 

KFAI Public Affairs Programs 

 

 

The Morning Blend – M-F, 6-8 am 
The Morning Blend combines the resources of the station’s news and music programmers to create a 

blend of information and entertainment designed to help you start your day. Interviews, reports and 

excerpts from other programs on the KFAI schedule are included.  

 

Democracy Now – M-F, 8-9 am  
Democracy Now! is a national, daily, independent, award-winning news program airing on over 450 

stations in North America. Hosted by award-winning journalists Amy Goodman and Juan Gonzalez, 

Democracy Now! provides listeners access to people and perspectives rarely heard in mainstream 

media including independent and international journalists, ordinary people from around the world 

who are directly affected by U.S. foreign policy, grassroots leaders and peace activists, artists, 

academics and independent analysts. 

 

Truth To Tell – Monday, 9-10 am 
Produced and hosted by local public affairs specialist and Twin Cities media veteran Andy 

Driscoll and co-hosted by journalist Michelle Alimoradi, the hour-long TruthToTell delves into issues 

often not covered in depth by other regional news and public affairs outlets and too often not with 

the goal of engaging citizens in resolving the critical state, local, and regional issues they face day-to-

day. 

 

Conversations with Al McFarlane – Tuesday, 9-10 am 
Listen each Tuesday for stimulating conversations with Al McFarlane and community leaders about 

issues and events in the Black community and the community at large. 

 

First Person Radio – Wednesday, 9-10 am 
First Person Radio is a weekly public affairs program of MIGIZI Communications that features 

news headlines and interviews with leaders and groups from Indian Country, produced and hosted 

by Laura Waterman Wittstock, Louis W. Hill, Jr. Fellow in Philanthropy under the University of 

Minnesota’s Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs.  

 

Northern Sun News – Thursday, 9-10 am 
Northern Sun News is a one hour public affairs program covering a wide variety of topics. The 

emphasis is peace, ecology and social justice. In-studio guests and recorded speeches and occasional 

topical music. 

 

Catalyst: Politics and Culture – Friday, 9-10 am  
FRIDAYS, 9 AM.  Local writer Lydia Howell explores local culture, art, and activism with 

interviews and special features. She won the PREMACK AWARD FOR PUBLIC INTEREST 

JOURNALISM for her investigative reporting on homelessness in The PULSE Newspaper.  Lydia is 

a long time denizen of KFAI who also writes for various community newspapers and online 

publications. 

 

The Wave Project – Sunday, 10-11 am 
Wave Project is our public access show, offering the community an opportunity to be on the air!   

 

Minneculture – Wednesday 7:30 – 8 pm 



MinneCulture programs are part of KFAI's Legacy Project, which highlights Minnesota arts, 

culture, history and the environment. The program features short stories from our 10,000 Fresh 

Voices series, documentaries, and performances recorded for Live from Minnesota. 

 

The Somali Radio That Speaks Funny English – Friday 1-2pm 
Local Somali activist Abdirizak Bihi presents an English language show about the Somali 

community.  The goal is to share culture, music, food, events, and resources, and to break down 

cultural isolations.   

 

 


