
1st Quarter Topic Report 2018 
WFWA Fort Wayne, IN

Combined Local/National Programming

January 1st – March 31st 

The following is a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by WFWA, Fort Wayne, Indiana along with the most 
significant programming treatment of those issues for the period stated above. The listing is by no means exhaustive. The order in 
which the listings appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

American History

Series Title:    Triangle Fire: American Experience
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         2/1/2018 4:00 AM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Documentary

On March 25, 1911, a fire broke out in the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory in New York’s Greenwich Village. The 
blaze ripped through the congested loft; huge piles of trimmings fed the flames. Petrified workers desperately 
tried to make their way downstairs, but the factory owners kept the doors on the ninth floor locked and the 
woefully inadequate fire escape soon crumpled. Hundreds of horrified on-lookers arrived just in time to see 
young men and women jumping from the windows. By the time the fire had burned itself out, 146 people were 
dead. Less than two years earlier, the workers of the factory had been leaders in an industry-wide strike to 
protest dismal wages and dangerous working conditions. Despite unlikely support from some of the wealthiest 
women in the city, including Anne Morgan, most of the workers returned to their shops without having their 
demands met. It took the tragedy of the fire and the ensuing public outrage to force government action. The 
landmark legislation that followed gave New Yorkers the most comprehensive workplace safety laws in the 
country.

Series Title:    Jackie Robinson
Length:          120 minutes
Airdate:         3/19/2018 9:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Documentary

Robinson rises from humble origins to integrate Major League Baseball, performing brilliantly despite the 
threats and abuse he faces on and off the field and, in the process, challenges the prejudiced notions of what a 
black man can achieve.



Arts/Culture

Series Title:    Finding Your Roots
Episode Title:   Puritans and Pioneers
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/9/2018 8:00 PM

Actors Ted Danson, Mary Steenburgen, and William H. Macy trace their nonconformist ancestors through 
American conflicts , the Civil War and the American Revolution, all the way back to the Puritan establishment.

Series Title: Arts in Focus (Locally Produced)

Airdate: January 11th 2018 @ 7:30pm   30 min

Arts program featuring local and regional artists, musicians, dancers, etc.

Series Title: Indiana State Marching Band Competition

Air Date: January 7th   2018 @ 1:00pm

High School marching bands from across Indiana compete for the state title.

Business & Industry

Series Title:    Frontline
Episode Title:   Abacus: Small Enough to Jail
Length:          90 minutes
Airdate:         1/2/2018 10:00 PM
Hear the little-known story of the only U.S. bank prosecuted after the financial crisis. Director Steve James 
(Hoop Dreams, The Interrupters) chronicles the Chinese immigrant Sung family?s fight to clear their names.



Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/9/2018 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length: 4:01

In our news wrap Friday, the Labor Department reported a net gain of 313,000 jobs in February, while the 
unemployment rate held at 4.1 percent, as thousands started looking for work. Also, President Trump's newly 
announced tariffs on steel and aluminum drew sharp rebukes. The European Union demanded to know whether 
it would be exempt and China vowed to protect its own interests.

Economy

Series Title:    Amanpour on PBS
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         1/29/2018 11:00 PM
Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review
Segment Length:  26:53

Historian Niall Ferguson and Former U.S. Treasury Secretary Lawrence Summers debate President Trump’s 
economic record. While the New Yorker's Evan Osnos breaks down China's efforts to influence the White 
House.

Series Title:    Washington Week
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         2/9/2018 8:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review
Segment Length: 23:48

Crisis and confrontations hit Washington as the stock market fluctuated in New York this week.  The panelists 
discussed the details of the recently passed budget, along with the departure of two White House staffers after 
abuse allegations and the week on Wall Street.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/5/2018 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length: 4:04

In our news wrap Monday, President Trump insisted that he is going ahead with plans to impose new tariffs on 
steel and aluminum imports. House Speaker Paul Ryan said through a spokeswoman that he’s “extremely 
worried” the tariffs could incite a trade war. Also, the president said he may visit Israel in May, when the 
American embassy is set to be moved from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.



Environment/Natural Disaster

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/4/2018 6:00:00 PM
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  8:00 min

News Wrap: Winter storm blasts the East Coast

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/17/2018 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  8:54

One of the world’s most endangered species, the sea turtle, is under threat from human encroachment and 
poaching. But a conservation biologist has developed a strategy that could help save them. By placing 3D-
printed eggs with GPS trackers in nesting grounds, poachers who scoop up decoys unwittingly provide 
information for conservationists and law enforcement. John Yang reports.

General Health

Series Title:    Independent Lens
Episode Title:   Unrest
Length:          90 minutes
Airdate:         1/8/2018 10:00:00 PM

Follow filmmaker Jennifer Brea's struggle with Chronic Fatigue Syndrome and meet others coping with this 
often-devastating and little-understood condition in this intimate documentary.

Series Title:    Understanding the Opioid Epidemic
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/17/2018 10:00 PM

Understanding the Opioid Epidemic will combine stories of people and communities impacted by this epidemic 
along with information from experts and those at the frontlines of dealing with the epidemic. The program will 
trace the history of how the nation got into this situation and provide possible solutions and directions for 
dealing with the crisis.



Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         2/13/2018 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length: 9:50

Indiana is one of the states poised to enact work requirements for some citizens with Medicaid coverage -- a 
controversial policy and long-sought goal for Republicans. But advocates for the poor have protested loudly in 
recent months, saying many will lose coverage or be ensnared by bureaucratic mistakes. Special correspondent 
Sarah Varney reports in collaboration with Kaiser Health News.

Series Title: HealthLine (Locally Produced)

Air Date: February 27th 2018 @ 7:30pm   30 min

PBS39 invites viewers to call in with their questions for local experts.

Topic: Cardiac Illness

Government/Politics (National)

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/2/2018 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length: 4:51

A short-term spending measure is keeping the government open through Jan. 19 at current funding levels. But 
when Congress returns from its holiday break, it will need to resolve differing spending priorities to avert a 
shutdown. Stan Collender, a professor of public policy at Georgetown University’s McCourt School, talks to 
Lisa Desjardins about the potential budget collision ahead.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/5/2018 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length: 9:00

Did Trump obstruct justice? New Russia investigation details raise more questions



Series Title:    Amanpour on PBS
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         1/15/2018 11:00 PM
Service:         PBS-PLUS
Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review
Segment Length:  26:46

Republican Senator Jeff Flake of Arizona is an open critic of President Trump. The outgoing senator will 
deliver a speech on the floor condemning the President’s attack on the free press. Christiane Amanpour sits 
down in an interview with the Editor of ‘The New Yorker,’ to discuss Russia and fake News.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         2/12/2018 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length: 5:54

President Trump unveiled his long-awaited infrastructure plan to fix roads, bridges and airports on Monday, as 
well as his $4.4 trillion outline of spending priorities. But the plan was overshadowed by internal struggles at 
the White House, and questions of how top staff handled domestic violence allegations against two aides. 
Yamiche Alcindor joins Judy Woodruff for more.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         2/13/2018 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  6:06

The White House and the FBI have shared conflicting accounts on the timeline of the background investigation 
into former White House staff secretary Rob Porter, who lacked a permanent security clearance and faced 
allegations of domestic abuse. How was the process designed to work? Judy Woodruff learns more from 
attorney Mark Zaid.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         2/23/2018 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length: 7:53

Former Trump campaign aide Rick Gates entered the latest guilty plea in the Russia investigation. As part of a 
deal cut with special counsel Robert Mueller's office, Gates admitted that he lied to investigators and conspired 
to conceal unregistered foreign lobby, and also agreed to be a cooperative witness. Lisa Desjardins and Carrie 
Johnson of NPR join Hari Sreenivasan to discuss the charges.



Series Title:    Washington Week
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         2/23/2018 8:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          
Segment Length:  00:23:48

After the recent school shooting in Florida , students, parents and survivors unite to demand lawmakers take 
action. Is this a national pivot point? The country’s ongoing debate over guns continues. Plus, a former Trump 
campaign aide pleads guilty in the Russia probe.

Immigration

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/15/2018 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  5:15

Nebraska is a long way from northern Iraq. But nearly 3,000 refugees from the region's small Yazidi ethnic 
minority have resettled there, driven from their homes by the horrific violence perpetrated by the Islamic State 
group and decades of religious and ethnic persecution. Special correspondent Jack Williams of NET reports on 
why refugees are finding the city of Lincoln so welcoming.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/23/2018 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  5:39

In our news wrap Tuesday, as hundreds of thousands of federal employees got back to work, there were new 
questions about the prospects for an immigration bill as Minority Leader Chuck Schumer's office said he has 
withdrawn an offer to support border wall funding. Also, a 15-year-old boy killed two classmates with a 
handgun at a high school in Western Kentucky.



Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         2/27/2018 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length: 8:26

For the Velasco family, life in California feels like an American dream. But having stayed in the U.S. under a 
program called Temporary Protected Status, it's a dream that may soon end. President Trump plans to halt TPS 
for hundreds of thousands of immigrants from Latin America and Haiti. Special correspondent Fred de Sam 
Lazaro reports on what's at stake for the Velascos and families like them.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/5/2018 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length: 2:11

Last fall, Attorney General Jeff Sessions announced the DACA program would end by March 5 unless 
Congress acted. But that day has come and Congress has not acted, despite efforts to strike a deal that was 
ultimately rejected by President Trump. Lisa Desjardins reports on what’s at stake for the “Dreamers.”

Legislative Issues/Local Government/General Local Interest

Series Title: Primetime39 (Locally Produced)

Topic: Legislative Call in Edition

Air Date: March 16th 2018 @ 7:30pm   30 min

Host Bruce Haines welcomes area Legislator to the PBS39 Studios and opens up the phone lines for viewers to 
call in their questions. 

This Week’s Topic: General Assembly Review



Series Title: Indiana Week in Review

Air Date: February 18th 2018 @ 12:30pm   30 min

Hoosiers "in the know" are getting their answers from the show that does the talking: Indiana Week In Review. 
You may watch for the news, but you'll stay for the no-holds-barred debate and discussion. A look at issues 
facing Indiana from differing viewpoints makes for an entertaining, lively and informative half-hour.

Local History

Mental Health

Series Title: Matters of the Mind (Locally Produced)

Air Date: January 15th 2018 @ 7:30pm   30 min

Psychiatrist Jay Fawver answers viewer calls about mental health issues

Science and Technology

Series Title:    Aurora - Fire in the Sky
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/3/2018 10:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Segment Length:  1hour

Examine legends about the origins and meaning of the aurora, the colorful glow that often brightens the night 
sky in Earth’s polar regions. Investigate the myths of Finland’s Saami, Alaska’s Inuit, Canada’s Native 
Americans and New Zealand’s Maori.

Series Title:    Impossible Builds
Episode Title:   Europe in the Desert 
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         2/14/2018 10:00 PM
Format:          Documentary

Can six sand islands, poking out of the Persian Gulf near Dubai, be transformed into the most luxurious holiday 
destination on earth? One man believes they can and hes risking tens of millions of dollars to prove it.



Series Title:    NOVA
Episode Title:   Secrets of the Sun
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/14/2018 9:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Documentary

It contains 99.9 percent of all the matter in our solar system and sheds hot plasma at nearly a million miles an 
hour. The temperature at its core is a staggering 27 million degrees Fahrenheit. It convulses, it blazes, it sings. 
You know it as the sun. Scientists know it as one of the most amazing physics laboratories in the universe. 
Now, with the help of new spacecraft and Earth-based telescopes, scientists are seeing the sun as they never 
have before and even re-creating in labs what happens at the very center of the sun. Their work will help us 
understand aspects of the sun that have puzzled scientists for decades. But more critically, it may help us predict 
and track solar storms that have the power to zap our power grid, shut down telecommunications and ground 
global air travel for days, weeks, even longer. Such storms have occurred before — but never in the modern era 
of satellite communication. “Secrets of the Sun” reveals a bright new dawn in our understanding of our nearest 
star — one that might help keep our planet from going dark.

Series Title:    NOVA
Episode Title:   The Great Math Mystery
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/28/2018 8:00 AM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Documentary

NOVA leads viewers on a mathematical mystery tour — a provocative exploration of math’s astonishing power 
across the centuries. We discover math’s signature in the swirl of a nautilus shell, the whirlpool of a galaxy and 
the spiral in the center of a sunflower. Math was essential to everything from the first wireless radio 
transmissions to the prediction and discovery of the Higgs boson and the successful landing of rovers on Mars. 
But where does math get its power? Astrophysicist and writer Mario Livio, along with a colorful cast of 
mathematicians, physicists and engineers, follows math from Pythagoras to Einstein and beyond, all leading to 
the ultimate riddle: Is math an invention or a discovery? Humankind’s clever trick… or the language of the 
universe?

  



Senior/Aging Issues

Series Title: Life Ahead (Locally Produced)

Air Date: February 14th 2018 @ 7:30pm   30 min

Local experts answer viewer questions on a variety of senior related topics.

Host: Sandy Thompson

This Week’s Topic: ARRP      

War/Veterans/National Security

Series Title:    We'll Meet Again
Episode Title:   Children of WWII
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/23/2018 8:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Documentary

Join Ann Curry for the dramatic reunions of people separated by WWII. A Japanese-American woman sent to 
an internment camp hopes to find a childhood friend, and a survivor from a Jewish ghetto searches for the child 
of the couple who befriended him.

Series Title:    Amanpour on PBS
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         2/7/2018 11:00 PM
Service:         PBS-PLUS
Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review
Segment Length: 26:46

Pulitzer Prize-winning author Steve Coll on his new book, “Directorate S,” talking about America’s Secret 
Wars in Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
A game changer from Elon Musk as his company successfully launches the world’s most powerful rocket, a 
breakdown with Dana Hull, Technology Reporter from Bloomberg.



Series Title:    WWII Mega Weapons
Episode Title:   The Tunnels of Okinawa
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/21/2018 10:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Documentary
Imperial Japan, desperate to stop the rampant US forces before they reach mainland Japan, build a network of 
defensive lines, bunkers, and fortifications across the island of Okinawa.

Women’s Issues

Series Title:    Amanpour on PBS
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         1/22/2018 11:00 PM
Service:         PBS-PLUS
Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review
Segment Length:  26:47

One year into his presidency, President Trump faces his first government shutdown. Authors of “One Nation 
After Trump,” reflects on the performance of the administration so far. A trailblazer in women’s healthcare, 
President of Planned Parenthood Cecile Richards, talks about the challenges ahead for women’s rights in 2018.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/8/2018 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  5:00

Oprah leads Hollywood’s call to end sexual harassment

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/9/2018 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length: 7:00

Tracee Ellis Ross: ‘The curtain has been pulled’ on Hollywood inequity and abuse



Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         1/24/2018 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length: 8:12

After nearly three years of a Saudi-led military operation, Saudi Arabia announced it will send more than $2.5 
billion in humanitarian and financial assistance to war-torn Yemen. Meanwhile, the Kingdom is facing rapid 
social change, as women gain more rights. Judy Woodruff sits down with Fatimah Baeshen, spokesperson of 
the Embassy of Saudi Arabia, to discuss what’s next for Saudi Arabia. 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         2/8/2018 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length: 3:14

Stand-up comedian Phoebe Robinson almost quit the business when she felt like she didn’t belong in the male-
dominated comedy world. But finding her niche with the podcast “2 Dope Queens” helped her realize that being 
different isn’t a bad thing. Robinson gives her Brief but Spectacular take on being a dope queen.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/5/2018 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:02:44

What does it do to black girls and women to have their intelligence and abilities routinely questioned? A study 
from Johns Hopkins found that white teachers set lower academic expectations for their black students than 
black teachers do. Acclaimed writer Morgan Jerkins gives her humble opinion on overcoming imposter 
syndrome, the inability to absorb one’s accomplishments.



Youth/Education

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         2/15/2018 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:07:20

A routine day turned into terror at the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida, on 
Wednesday. Authorities say 19-year-old Nikolas Cruz has confessed to killing 17 people, and charged him with 
premeditated murder, as a clearer picture emerged of the deeply troubled young man and his motive. Special 
correspondent Steve Mort of Feature Story News joins Judy Woodruff for an update.

Series Title:    Amanpour on PBS
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         2/21/2018 11:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS-PLUS
Format:          
Segment Length:  00:26:46

Van Jones, host of CNN's "The Van Jones Show" talks with Christiane Amanpour about the gun debate 
following the shooting at a Florida high school that killed 17. Playwright, actress and activist Anna Deavere 
Smith talks her latest work, "Notes From the Field" which looks at America's school-to-prison pipeline, as well 
as race and education in the States.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/1/2018 6:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length: 3:10

After performing with a world-renowned orchestra, Stanford Thompson returned to Philadelphia to start Play 
on, Philly!, a free, afterschool music program for young children in under-resourced neighborhoods that helps 
them go back into the classroom and become better learners. Thompson gives his Brief but Spectacular take on 
how music can create harmony and opportunity.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/5/2018 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:06:47

At a garment factory that makes T-shirts bearing the logos of American universities, about a fifth of the workers 
are high-school dropouts. But if they want to keep their jobs, they'll need to do something about it. Special 



correspondent Fred De Sam Lazaro reports from El Salvador on the factory turned college pipeline that employs 
those normally left out of society, including ex-gang members.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         3/14/2018 6:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:03:53

Students and teachers walked out of class Wednesday morning by the tens of thousands to protest gun violence 
and remember the victims of last month’s school shooting in Parkland, Florida. Back in Washington, lawmakers 
pressed the FBI on why it didn't act on tips about the attacker prior to the shooting, and heard from those 
directly impacted by the violence. William Brangham reports.


