
WFXD FM

Issues/Programing

3rd Quarter – 2020



Quarterly Issues Program List
WFXD

Compiled by:  Abigail Ferguson, Administrative Assistant 

The following is a listing of some of the significant issues responded to WFXD, 
MARQUETTE, MI along with the most significant programming treatment of those 
issues for the period of January through March. The listing is by no means exhaustive, 
and additional air time not noted was devoted to serving our community. The order in 
which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. All times are 
Eastern.
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 Addiction 

 Animal Welfare 

 Architecture 

 Arts 

 Business 

 Career 

 Child Development 

 Climate Change 

 Communication 

 Companionship 

 Creativity 

 Crime 

 Culture 

 Cybersecurity 

 Death 

 Design 

 Divorce 

 Education 

 Engineering 

 Environment 

 Ethnicity & Race 

 Film 

 Food Production 

 Gender Equality 

 Genocide 

 
 Government 

 Health & Medicine 

 History 

 Homelessness 

 Housing 

 Identity Theft 

 Information Technology 

 International Relations 

 Invention 

 Labor Issues 

 Law 

 Law Enforcement 

 Literature 

 Mathematics 

 Marriage 

 Mental Health 

 Minorities 

 Music 

 Natural Disasters 

 Natural Resources 

 Nonprofit Organization 

 Online Learning 

 Pandemic 

 Parenting 

 Personal Finance 

 
 Photography 

 Politics 

 Poverty 

 Production 

 Psychology 

 Race Relations 

 Relationships 

 Religion 

 Research 

 Science 

 Science Fiction 

 Social Media 

 Social Movements 

 Spiritual Studies 

 Sports 

 Streaming 

 Stress 

 Sustainability 

 Technology 

 Television 

 Transportation 

 Trauma 

 Travel 

 Urban Planning 

 Violence 
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Program 20-27   Written & Produced:  Amirah Zaveri, Annie Krall & Evan Rook     

Air Week:  Studio Production:     Jason Dickey  

7/5/20   
  

     

SEGMENT 1:   THE GOOD AND THE BAD: A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE TEXAS RANGERS Time Duration 

Synopsis:   

The Texas Rangers (no, not the baseball team) but the western law enforcement agency dating back to 

1823 is known for patrolling the rugged Texas terrain. For almost 200 years, its members have protected 

tiny towns along the border and have helped solve numerous crimes and corruption throughout the state. 

However, the valiant group also has a darker history filled with corruption, murder and violence against 

minorities. Author and journalist Doug Swanson joins Viewpoints this week to share the full picture of 

the famed Texas Rangers.  

1:48 10:04 

Host:  Gary Price   

Guests:   Doug Swanson, journalist, author, Cult of Glory: The Bold and Brutal History of the Texas Rangers.    

Issues Covered:   History, Government, Law Enforcement, Race, Crime, International Relations   

Links:  https://www.texasranger.org/  

  

  https://www.thestoryoftexas.com/discover/campfire-stories/texas-ranger  

  

  https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/09/books/review/cult-of-glory-texas-rangers-doug-j-swanson.html  

 

  https://www.amazon.com/Cult-Glory-Brutal-History-Rangers/dp/1101979860  

  

  https://www.writing.pitt.edu/people/faculty/doug-swanson  

  

SEGMENT 2:   IS INSTAGRAM THE NEW ONLINE DIARY FOR GENERATION Z? Time Duration 

Synopsis:   

While some of us still prefer pen and paper, many younger people are shifting to everything digital. And 

it’s not just for to-do lists or communication, but also using platforms like Instagram, Twitter or 

Facebook as a daily, reflective ‘online diary’. However, sometimes this vulnerability in such a public 

setting can lead down a slippery slope. We discuss the pros and cons of candidly sharing your life on 

social media.  

13:55 8:23 

Host:  Marty Peterson   

Guests:  Lilia Buckingham, social influencer, actress, producer, author, Influence; Dr. Jimmy Sanderson, 

assistant professor of kinesiology and sports management, Texas Tech University.  
  

Issues Covered:   Social Media, Mental Health, Technology, Psychology, Writing, Culture   

Links:  https://www.instagram.com/lilia/  

  

  https://twitter.com/Jimmy_Sanderson  

  

  https://www.depts.ttu.edu/ksm/contact/pages/JSanderson.php  

  

  https://twitter.com/BuckinghamLilia  

  

  https://positivelysocial.com/  

  

  https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/17/business/instagram-likes.html  

  

CULTURE 

CRASH: 
  REWINDING BACK TO OUR HIGHSCHOOL SELVES Time Duration 

Synopsis:   
There’s a certain amount of nostalgia when we revisit our favorite music, show and movies from those 

young, teenage years. This week on Viewpoints we discuss how many Americans cling to the hot pop 

culture of their generation.  

23:18 3:08 

Host:  Evan Rook   

Issues Covered:   Culture, Television, Music, Film   
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Program 20-28 Written & Produced:  Amirah Zaveri & Evan Rook     

Air Week: Studio Production:     Jason Dickey  

7/12/20   

    

SEGMENT 1: POKER: A GAME OF SKILL & LUCK Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

Texas Hold ‘Em is the most popular poker game in the U.S. today. It’s a game of strategy, psychology and 

quick decision-making. Writer and professional poker player Maria Konnikova joins Viewpoints to share how 

she was able to use her background to master the game and amass more than $300,000 in winnings in just three 

years.  

1:47 10:29 

Host: Gary Price   

Guests:  
Maria Konnikova, journalist, author, The Biggest Bluff: How I Learned to Pay Attention, Master Myself, and 

Win.  
  

Issues Covered:  Career, Psychology, Mathematics, History, Gender Equality, Education   

Links: https://upswingpoker.com/history-of-poker-origins/  

  

 https://www.ncpgambling.org/  

  

 https://twitter.com/mkonnikova?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle|twcamp%5Eserp|twgr%5Eauthor  

  

 https://www.mariakonnikova.com/  

  

 https://www.amazon.com/Biggest-Bluff-Learned-Attention-Master/dp/052552262X  

  
    

SEGMENT 2: THE BUSINESS OF LAB-GROWN MEAT Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

Millions of Americans have embraced plant-based meat like the Impossible Burger, but how do you feel about 

real meat that’s grown in a petri dish in a lab? If the taste, texture and smell exactly resembled meat that was 

traditionally farmed outside, would you eat it? Lab-grown, cell-cultured chicken, beef and pork is set to hit the 

mass market in just a few years. What’s the science and process behind this new technology? 

14:19 8:32 

Host: Marty Peterson   

Guests: Chase Purdy, journalist, author, Billion Dollar Burger: Inside Big Tech’s Race for the Future of Food.    

Issued Covered: 
Food Production, Business, Environment, Climate Change, Health, Technology, Animal Welfare, Government, 

Politics, Food Science 
  

Links: https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/04/lab-grown-meat-starting-feel-real-deal  

  

 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/02/opinion/lab-grown-meat.html  

  

 https://www.amazon.com/Billion-Dollar-Burger-Inside-Future/dp/0525536949  

  

 https://www.chasepurdy.com 

  

 https://www.ju.st/en-us  

  
    

CULTURE 

CRASH: 
THE PASSING OF DIRECTOR JOEL SCHUMACHER Time Duration 

Synopsis:  
Prominent Hollywood director Joel Schumacher died on June 22, 2020 at the age of 80. We discuss his legacy 

and some of the films he’s best remembered for.  
23:51 2:36 

Host: Evan Rook   

Issues Covered:  Culture, Film, Career   
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Program 20-29 Written & Produced:  Amirah Zaveri, Polly Hansen, Annie Krall & Evan Rook     

Air Week: Studio Production:     Jason Dickey  

7/19/20   
    

SEGMENT 1: THE MANY FACES OF HOMELESSNESS Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

On a single night in the U.S. there are more than 550,000 people homeless – and this number is only set to rise 

as COVID-19 has put millions out of work and shattered the stability of the U.S. economy. As a child or teen 

who has to deal with homelessness at a young age, it can be a tough road of shifting from temporary housing to 

another shelter. Giselle Burgess and her five kids were in this position in New York City, so Burgess decided to 

start a Girl Scout Troup named Troop 6000 to help her girls and others in this situation. We cover the inspiring 

story of Troop 6000 this week on Viewpoints. 

1:48 8:04 

Host: Gary Price   

Guests:  
Nikita Stewart, reporter at The New York Times, author, Troop 6000: The Girl Scout Troup That Began in a 

Shelter and Inspired the World.  
  

Issues Covered:  Homelessness, Poverty, Education, Child Development, Housing, Nonprofit Organization, Parenting   

Links: https://www.nytimes.com/by/nikita-stewart  

  

 https://twitter.com/kitastew?lang=en  

  

 https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/affordablehousing/  

  

 https://endhomelessness.org/  

  

 https://www.girlscoutsnyc.org/en/whatgirlsdo/gs-troop-6000.html  

  

 https://www.amazon.com/Troop-6000-Scout-Shelter-Inspired/dp/1984820753 

  
    

SEGMENT 2: THE WORLD OF CULTS Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

When you think of a cult, what image pops into your head? Is it one of violence or extremism? Is it people in all 

white praying and worshipping a guru? What exactly defines a cult? We answer these questions and more this 

week on Viewpoints.  

11:54 10:32 

Host: Marty Peterson   

Guests: 

Dr. Janja Lalich, professor emerita, sociology, University of California State University & founder, Center for 

Research on Influence and Control; Dr. Robert Jay Lifton, professor, psychiatry, Columbia University and 

author, Losing Reality: On Cults, Cultism, and the Mindset of Political and Religious Zealotry.  

  

Issues Covered:  Social Movements, Religion, Violence, Culture, History, Psychology, Youth at Risk   

Links: http://cultresearch.org/about/  

  

 https://twitter.com/janja_lalich?lang=en  

  

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Jay_Lifton  

  

 https://www.amazon.com/Losing-Reality-Political-Religious-Zealotry/dp/1620974991  

  
    

CULTURE 

CRASH: 
THE LATEST BLOCKBUSTER FROM CHRISTOPHER NOLAN Time Duration 

Synopsis:  
Tenet, the newest movie from acclaimed director Christopher Nolan, is set to release next month. We take a 

look back at some of Nolan’s biggest film triumphs including the star-filled thriller, Inception.  
23:26 3:00 

Host: Evan Rook   

Issues Covered:  Film, Culture   
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Program 20-30 Written & Produced:  Amirah Zaveri & Evan Rook     

Air Week: Studio Production:     Jason Dickey  

7/26/20   

    

SEGMENT 1: A SHIFT TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION & DESIGN Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

Glass, wood, stone. These are some of the natural materials that are on the forefront of construction. Today, a 

greater number of architects and developers are not only thinking about profit and supply, but the additional - 

sometimes invisible - factors at play when it comes to new buildouts. These include the true benefits to humans, 

the environmental toll and the most practical designs that are symbiotic with nature. We uncover the modern 

perspective of ‘conscious construction’ this week on Viewpoints.  

1:48 10:42 

Host: Gary Price   

Guests:  
Teresa Coady, architect, founding partner, former president, B+H Bunting Coady, author, Rebuilding Earth: 

Designing Eco-Conscious Habitats for Humans.  
  

Issues Covered:  
Environment, Architecture, Sustainability, Technology, Business, Construction, Urban Planning, Design, 

Engineering, Natural Resources 
  

Links: https://www.usgbc.org/people/teresa-coady/0000051251  

  

 https://www.amazon.com/Rebuilding-Earth-Designing-Ecoconscious-Habitats-ebook/dp/B07VJCCH6P 

 

 https://parispropertygroup.com/blog/2015/rise-paris-city-center-skyscrapers/  

  

    

SEGMENT 2: THE CHURCH OF SCIENTOLOGY Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

Scientology – is it a religion, spiritual group, business organization? The group was created in the 1950’s and is 

headquartered in Los Angeles. There’s been much mixed media coverage about Scientology, but, still, most 

people know little about the claimed religion. We speak with a former member about her involvement and the 

people who commit their faith, time and money to Scientology. 

14:32 7:48 

Host: Marty Peterson   

Guests: Sands Hall, author, Reclaiming My Decade Lost in Scientology.    

Issues Covered:  Spiritual Studies, Religion, Culture, History, Psychology, Literature   

Links: https://www.amazon.com/Flunk-Start-Reclaiming-Decade-Scientology-ebook/dp/B071P44P9R  

  

 https://sandshall.com/  

  

 https://www.scientology.org/what-is-scientology/  

  

 https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B9780081003701000056  

  

 https://wholetrees.com/  

  
    

CULTURE 

CRASH: 
FILM HIGHLIGHTS SO FAR IN 2020 Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

This year has forced the film industry – like many other industries – to adapt and do things a little differently. 

This means a new resurgence of drive-in theatres or the option to buy new releases straight from your home TV. 

We go through some of our favorite films and upcoming releases set for fall.  

23:20 3:07 

Host: Evan Rook   

Issues Covered:  Film, Business, Streaming, Culture   
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Program 20-31 Written & Produced:  Amirah Zaveri, Annie Krall & Evan Rook     

Air Week: Studio Production:     Jason Dickey  

8/2/20   

    

SEGMENT 1: BETTER UNDERSTANDING TRAUMA Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

Trauma comes in many shapes and forms throughout life. Viewpoints speaks with psychiatrist, Dr. James S. 

Gordon in order to better understand a person’s reaction to trauma and the body’s resilience in dealing with 

these stressful events and situations.  

1:47 10:23 

Host: Gary Price   

Guests:  

Dr. James S. Gordon, psychiatrist, clinical professor, Georgetown Medical School, founder, executive director, 

Center for Mind-Body Medicine, author, The Transformation: Discovering Wholeness and Healing After 

Trauma. 

  

Issues Covered:  Trauma, Stress, Psychology, Medicine, Psychiatry, Mental Health   

Links: https://cmbm.org/  

  

 https://jamesgordonmd.com/about/  

  

 https://www.amazon.com/Transformation-Discovering-Wholeness-Healing-Trauma/dp/0062870718  

  
    

SEGMENT 2: A DIFFERENT CAREER PATH: THE LIFE OF A PROFESSIONAL CUDDLER Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

Thousands of Americans are certified cuddlers. You might be asking - what does it mean to be a ‘certified 

cuddler’? Christina Hepburn joins Viewpoints this week to talk about this relatively new niche and how she’s 

working to dissolve the stigmas associated with the industry.  

14:12 8:56 

Host: Marty Peterson   

Guests: Christina Hepburn, professional cuddler.    

Issues Covered:  Career, Wellness, Companionship, Mental Health, Psychology   

Links: https://twitter.com/chrihepburn?lang=en  

  

 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/inspired-life/wp/2018/04/24/i-went-to-get-hugged-by-a-professional-

cuddler-heres-how-it-felt/  

  

 https://cuddlist.com/faq/  

  

    

CULTURE 

CRASH: 
EXPLORING THE INDIE BAND & ALBUM "RED HEARSE" Time Duration 

Synopsis:  
The band “Red Hearse” is made up of acclaimed artists Jack Antonoff, Sam Dew and producer Sounwave. We 

explore the group’s indie releases and what the musical trio brings to the table.  
24:08 3:07 

Host: Evan Rook   

Issues Covered:  Culture, Music, Production   
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Program 20-32 Written & Produced:  Amirah Zaveri, Pat Reuter & Evan Rook     

Air Week: Studio Production:     Jason Dickey  

8/9/20   
    

SEGMENT 1: MODERN CONTRACTS FOR NONTRADITIONAL RELATIONSHIPS Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

There are millions of Americans who live together as husband and wife, but never become formally “married.” 

What are their rights? Who gets the house, the car and the bank accounts if the relationship ends or one of them 

passes away? We speak with a contract and family law attorney who has written extensively on the subject to 

find out how society and the courts views co-habitation relationships. We also cover what steps co-habiting 

couples should take to still be recognized by the law.  

1:47 10:56 

Host: Gary Price   

Guests:  

Martha Ertman, Professor of Law specializing in contract and family at the Carey School of Law, University of 

Maryland, and author of the book, Love’s Promises: How formal and informal contracts shape all kinds of 

families. 

  

Issues Covered:  Divorce, Relationships, Personal Finance, Marriage, Law, Government, Death   

Links: https://www.law.umaryland.edu/Directory/profile.asp?id=543  

  

 https://www.amazon.com/Loves-Promises-Informal-Contracts-Families/dp/0807033669  

  

    

SEGMENT 2: THE INVENTION OF INSTANT PHOTOGRAPHY Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

In the early to mid 1900’s, capturing a picture was cumbersome and complicated and took weeks to process the 

film. Then, Edwin Land, the creator of the Polaroid camera, came along and revolutionized the industry. 

Viewpoints speaks with author Ron Fierstein who profiles Land in his book, A Triumph of Genius: Edwin 

Land, Polaroid, and the Kodak Patent War. 

14:46 8:34 

Host: Marty Peterson   

Guests: Ron Fierstein, author of the book, A Triumph of Genius: Edwin Land, Polaroid, and the Kodak Patent War.    

Issues Covered:  Photography, Technology, Business, History, Literature   

Links: http://www.triumphofgenius.com/  

  

 https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/whatischemistry/landmarks/land-instant-photography.html  

 

 https://twitter.com/ronfierstein?lang=en  

  

 https://www.amazon.com/Triumph-Genius-Edwin-Polaroid-Patent/dp/1627227695 

  

CULTURE 

CRASH: 
A FATHER-SON HORROR NOVELLA Time Duration 

Synopsis:  
Viewpoints speaks with father-son duo, Richard and Billy Chizmar about the combined process of writing the 

popular horror story, Widow’s Point. 
24:21 2:06 

Host: Evan Rook   

Issues Covered:  Literature, Culture, Writing   
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Program 20-33 Written & Produced:  Amirah Zaveri, Polly Hansen & Evan Rook     

Air Week: Studio Production:     Jason Dickey  

8/16/20   
    

SEGMENT 1: THE HOLOCAUST: SURVIVING THE GERMAN OCCUPATION OF THE NETHERLANDS Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

When Dutch forces surrendered to the Germans in May of 1940, the Nazis gained control of the Netherlands 

and set in action a plan to exterminate hundreds of thousands of Jews and minorities. Arguably, the most 

famous voice from that region is Anne Frank – the young teenage girl who wrote of her daily life in hiding until 

she was discovered in 1944 and died in the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp. While Anne Frank is a 

prominent voice, there are many other stories of those who hid out for years, evading capture and awaiting 

freedom.  

1:47 10:21 

Host: Gary Price   

Guests:  
Daphne Geismar, teacher, author, Invisible Years: A Family’s Collected Account of Separation and Survival 

During the Holocaust in the Netherlands.  
  

Issues Covered:  History, War, Literature, Genocide, Race, Ethnicity, Minorities   

Links: http://daphnegeismar.com/  

  

 https://www.ushmm.org/  

  

 https://www.amazon.com/Invisible-Years-Collected-Separation-Netherlands/dp/1567926592/  

  

 https://jfr.org/bureau-of-speakers/robert-jan-van-pelt/  

  

 https://www.annefrank.org/en/anne-frank/go-in-depth/netherlands-greatest-number-jewish-victims-western-

europe/  

  

SEGMENT 2: DOT CON: PRANKING THE AUTHORS OF SPAM EMAILS Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

We’ve all received spam calls and fishy-looking emails that promise us a free vacation or a great bargain that’s 

too good to pass up. Sometimes they even come from a phone contact or your boss asking for help or to 

download an attachment. Author and comedian, James Veitch has made a name for himself by replying to these 

scams and continuing the conversation, effectively wasting the scammers time as much as they waste ours. We 

speak with him about his trade and the major telltale signs to look out for in a scam.  

14:07 8:49 

Host: Marty Peterson   

Guests: James Veitch, comedian, author, Dot Con: The Art of Scamming a Scammer.   

Issues Covered:  Cybersecurity, Identity Theft, Technology, Communication, Literature   

Links: https://veitch.me/  

  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_QdPW8JrYzQ  

  

 https://twitter.com/veitchtweets?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle|twcamp%5Eserp|twgr%5Eauthor  

  

 https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/ - crnt&panel1-1  

  

 https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/how-recognize-and-avoid-phishing-scams  

  

 https://www.amazon.com/Dot-Scamming-Scammer-James-Veitch/dp/184949651X  

  

CULTURE 

CRASH: 
A COLLECTION OF SCIENCE FICTION Time Duration 

Synopsis:  
The Forward is a new science fiction series of six short novellas written by prominent authors in the genre. We 

discuss the appeal and if the new release is worth the purchase. 
23:56 2:31 

Host: Evan Rook   

Issues Covered:  Science Fiction, Literature, Culture   

 

 

  

mailto:info@mediatracks.com
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https://www.annefrank.org/en/anne-frank/go-in-depth/netherlands-greatest-number-jewish-victims-western-europe/
https://www.annefrank.org/en/anne-frank/go-in-depth/netherlands-greatest-number-jewish-victims-western-europe/
https://veitch.me/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_QdPW8JrYzQ
https://twitter.com/veitchtweets?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/#crnt&panel1-1
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/how-recognize-and-avoid-phishing-scams
https://www.amazon.com/Dot-Scamming-Scammer-James-Veitch/dp/184949651X
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Program 20-34 Written & Produced:  Amirah Zaveri, Polly Hansen, Cate Novak & Evan Rook     

Air Week: Studio Production:     Jason Dickey  

8/23/20   

    

SEGMENT 1: HOW TO TRAVEL ONCE WE CAN ALL TRAVEL AGAIN Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

For most people this year, traveling seems like a distant memory. Getting on a plane, taking a train or even 

using public transport on a daily basis has been largely abandoned with COVID-19. But once it is safe to travel 

again – where’s the first place you’d like to go? Acclaimed travel guide, writer and TV host, Rick Steves joins 

Viewpoints this week to share how you can get the most out of your travels and fully immerse yourself in the 

local culture, people and history.  

1:47 9:36 

Host: Gary Price   

Guests:  
Rick Steves, travel writer, television show host, travel guide, author, For the Love of Europe: My Favorite 

Places, People, and Stories.  
  

Issues Covered:  Travel, Culture, History, Food, Writing, Literature   

Links: https://www.ricksteves.com/  

  

 https://www.theguardian.com/travel/2020/jun/18/end-of-tourism-coronavirus-pandemic-travel-industry  

 

 https://www.amazon.com/Love-Europe-Greatest-Hits-Steves/dp/1641711310/ 

  

    

SEGMENT 2: MURDER ON THE HERBERT FULLER Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

Rewind back to 1896 aboard the voyager ship, the Herbert Fuller. Just a week into the journey, three people 

aboard were murdered and there were multiple suspects. The murder trial that follows is historic and helped 

shape modern law today.  

13:22 9:28 

Host: Marty Peterson   

Guests: 
Gerard Koeppel, historian & author of Not a Gentleman’s Work: The Untold Story of a Gruesome Murder at 

Sea and the Long Road to Truth. 
  

Issues Covered:  History, Law, Government, Literature, Law Enforcement, Crime   

Links: http://gerardkoeppel.com/  

  

 https://twitter.com/koeppelg?lang=en  

  

 https://www.amazon.com/Not-Gentlemans-Work-Gruesome-Justice/dp/0306903385  

  

 https://crimereads.com/the-high-seas-murder-that-shocked-and-baffled-the-world/  

  

    

CULTURE 

CRASH: 
TAYLOR SWIFT'S SURPRISE ALBUM Time Duration 

Synopsis:  
The new summer release, Folklore, by artist Taylor Swift heads in a stylistically different direction than what 

she’s largely known for. We discuss the new album and some of our favorite songs.  
23:50 2:35 

Host: Evan Rook   

Issues Covered:  Music, Indie, Culture, Songwriting   

    

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:info@mediatracks.com
https://www.ricksteves.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/travel/2020/jun/18/end-of-tourism-coronavirus-pandemic-travel-industry
https://www.amazon.com/Love-Europe-Greatest-Hits-Steves/dp/1641711310/
http://gerardkoeppel.com/
https://twitter.com/koeppelg?lang=en
https://www.amazon.com/Not-Gentlemans-Work-Gruesome-Justice/dp/0306903385
https://crimereads.com/the-high-seas-murder-that-shocked-and-baffled-the-world/


Viewpoints Radio Program Log – Quarterly Report 

2020-Q3 (July - September) 

10 of 14 

Viewpoints is a registered trademark of MediaTracks, Inc. Contents copyright 2020 by MediaTracks, Inc.  

Questions/comment can be referred to info@mediatracks.com 

 

 

 

 

Program 20-35 Written & Produced:  Amirah Zaveri & Evan Rook     

Air Week: Studio Production:     Jason Dickey  

8/30/20   

    

SEGMENT 1: REHABILITATION WHILE IN PRISON: GETTING TO THE ROOT OF THE PROBLEM Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

The U.S. has the largest prison population in the world with more than 2.3 million inmates. Each year, prisons 

cost taxpayers 80 billion dollars. But with two thirds of those incarcerated returning back behind bars within a 

few years, clearly something is broken. We discuss how some popular reforms do more harm than good and 

what needs to change within the system.  

1:47 9:14 

Host: Gary Price   

Guests:  
Maya Schenwar, editor-in-chief, Truth Out, co-author, Prison by Any Other Name: The Harmful Consequences 

of Popular Reforms.  
  

Issues Covered:  Criminal Justice, Crime, Government, Mental Health, Addiction, Psychology, Race, Poverty, Politics   

Links: https://www.themarshallproject.org/  

  

 https://www.aclu.org/other/aclu-policy-priorities-prison-reform  

  

 https://www.mayaschenwar.com/  

  

 https://www.amazon.com/Prison-Any-Other-Name-Consequences/dp/1620973103/ 

  

 https://truthout.org/articles/in-the-age-of-abolition-many-reforms-constitute-incarceration-by-another-name/  

 https://twitter.com/MayaSchenwar?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle|twcamp%5Eserp|twgr%5Eauthor  

  
    

SEGMENT 2: SLEEPING SOUNDLY: THE INTERCONNECTED BENEFITS OF GETTING GOOD REST Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

All humans need some amount of rest – whether that’s five hours or eight. But how we sleep and the quality of 

that slumber can vary widely. We speak with sleep expert, Matthew Walker, a professor at California-Berkeley, 

who says getting restful sleep each night is the single biggest thing we can do to vastly improve both our mental 

and physical health. 

13:03 9:01 

Host: Marty Peterson   

Guests: 
Matthew Walker, professor of neuroscience and psychology at the University of California-Berkeley and 

author, Why We Sleep: Unlocking the power of sleep and dreams. 
  

Issues Covered:  Health, Medicine, Stress, Technology, Research, Literature   

Links: https://www.amazon.com/Why-We-Sleep-Unlocking-Dreams/dp/1501144316/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8  

  

 https://newsinhealth.nih.gov/2013/04/benefits-slumber  

  

 https://health.gov/myhealthfinder/topics/everyday-healthy-living/mental-health-and-relationships/get-enough-

sleep  

  

 https://www.health.harvard.edu/sleep/8-reasons-why-youre-not-sleeping  

  

CULTURE 

CRASH: 
EXPLORING THE WORKS OF CHARLIE KAUFMAN Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

Writer & director Charlie Kaufman is known for several hit movies including Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 

Mind and Synecdoche, New York. We explore some of his biggest career triumphs and the upcoming release of 

his new Netflix original, I’m Thinking of Ending Things that’s based off the novel written by Iain Reid.  

23:04 3:23 

Host: Evan Rook   

Issues Covered:  Film, Culture   
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Program 20-36 Written & Produced:  Amirah Zaveri, Polly Hansen & Evan Rook     

Air Week: Studio Production:     Jason Dickey  

9/6/20   
    

SEGMENT 1: A VIOLENT WILDFIRE SEASON IN THE WEST Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

It’s only September and this year’s wildfires in California are already worse than last year with still months left 

in peak fire season. We explore the growing challenges facing Californians and what the future holds for The 

Golden State.  

1:47 9:35 

Host: Gary Price   

Guests:  
Stephen Pyne, fire expert, emeritus professor, School of Life Sciences, Arizona State University; Kendra 

Atleework, writer, author, Miracle Country: A Memoir.  
  

Issues Covered:  Climate Change, Natural Disasters, Pandemic, Science, Literature   

Links: https://www.fire.ca.gov/ 

  

 https://twitter.com/kendraatleework?lang=en  

  

 https://www.workman.com/products/miracle-country  

  

 https://datebook.sfchronicle.com/books/review-in-miracle-country-kendra-atleework-pays-tribute-to-her-rural-

california-roots  

  

 https://twitter.com/StephenJPyne?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle|twcamp%5Eserp|twgr%5Eauthor  

  

 http://www.stephenpyne.com/  

  
    

SEGMENT 2: THE CURRENT SCOPE OF SURVEILLANCE IN THE U.S. Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

Today, ex-government employee, Edward Snowden is recognized around the world for his role in leaking 

highly classified information about government mass surveillance. We explore the benefits and consequences of 

modern surveillance and how both private business entities and governments are acquiring information from 

millions of Americans. 

13:24 9:31 

Host: Marty Peterson   

Guests: 

Barton Gellman, journalist, The Atlantic, author, Dark Mirror: Edward Snowden and the American 

Surveillance State; Dr. Marcus Rogers, professor, executive director, Cybersecurity Programs, Purdue 

Polytechnic Institute at Purdue University. 

  

Issues Covered:  Cybersecurity, Technology, Government, Politics, Information Technology   

Links: https://twitter.com/bartongellman?lang=en  

  

 https://polytechnic.purdue.edu/profile/rogersmk  

  

 https://twitter.com/Snowden?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle|twcamp%5Eserp|twgr%5Eauthor  

  

 https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/dark-mirror-barton-gellman/1122928803  

  

CULTURE 

CRASH: 
THE SOOTHING SOUNDS OF FRANK OCEAN Time Duration 

Synopsis:  
It’s no surprise that many of us are always looking for new ways to de-stress and relax this year. Whether 

you’re cooking, driving or just relaxing, the music of Frank Ocean is a fantastic choice.  
23:55 2:32 

Host: Host: Evan Rook                                                                                

Issues Covered:  Music, Culture   
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Program 20-37 Written & Produced:  Amirah Zaveri & Evan Rook     

Air Week: Studio Production:     Jason Dickey  

9/13/20   

    

SEGMENT 1: PEAK HURRICANE SEASON 2020 Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

Hurricane Laura ramped up to a Category 4 hurricane late last month and was the strongest storm to hit the 

Louisiana coast in more than a hundred and sixty years. Each year, the most powerful storms during the 

Atlantic hurricane season typically form between the end of August and early October. We speak with two 

experts to better understand the history of hurricanes and the destruction they wreak each year.  

1:48 11:14 

Host: Gary Price   

Guests:  
Eric Jay Dolin, author, Furious Sky: The Five Hundred Year History of America’s Hurricanes; Dr. Barry Keim, 

Louisiana state climatologist, professor, Department of Geography & Anthropology.  
  

Issues Covered:  Meteorology, Science, Climate, Natural Disasters, Government, History   

Links: https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/breakpoints/  

  

 https://twitter.com/NHC_Atlantic?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle|twcamp%5Eserp|twgr%5Eauthor  

  

 https://www.redcross.org/about-us/our-work/disaster-relief/hurricane-relief.html  

  

 https://lsu.edu/ga/people/faculty/barry-d-keim/  

  

 https://www.ericjaydolin.com/  

  

 https://www.amazon.com/Furious-Sky-Five-Hundred-Year-Americas-Hurricanes/dp/1631495275/  

  

SEGMENT 2: FUELING CREATIVITY: FUNDING MODERN, INDEPENDENT INVENTION Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

Without inventors like Benjamin Franklin or visionaries like Elon Musk, the world would look a bit different. 

Both of these people and countless others followed their passion, but sometimes it can be hard to slow down 

and take a risk. Do you enjoy writing? Tinkering with tech? Creating music? Art? It’s never too late to forge a 

different career path or side hobby. We speak with Kickstarter co-founder, Yancey Strickler about some of the 

barriers to entry creatives face today and how to find support within a community.  

15:04 7:19 

Host: Marty Peterson   

Guests: 
Yancey Strickler, co-founder, Kickstarter, author, This Could Be Our Future: A Manifesto for a More Generous 

World.  
  

Issues Covered:  Invention, Career, Business, Technology, Music, Arts, Creativity, Literature   

Links: https://www.kickstarter.com/  

  

 https://twitter.com/ystrickler?lang=en  

  

 https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/591594/this-could-be-our-future-by-yancey-strickler/  

 

    

CULTURE 

CRASH: 
THE LASTING LEGACY OF ACTOR CHADWICK BOSEMAN Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

Chadwick Boseman passed away from cancer at the age of 43 on August 28. We honor his legacy and his many 

contributions to film from starring in Black Panther to his portrayal of baseball player, Jackie Robinson in the 

2013 movie 42.  

23:23 3:04 

Host: Host: Evan Rook                                                                                

Issues Covered:  Film, Culture, Death, Race Relations   
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Program 20-38 Written & Produced:  Amirah Zaveri & Evan Rook     

Air Week: Studio Production:     Jason Dickey  

9/20/20   

SEGMENT 1: BACK TO SCHOOL 2020: LEARNING THROUGH TECH Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

Navigating back to school this year has been challenging to say the least. With switching policies and protocols, 

everyone is just trying to get through the fall one day at a time. Viewpoints speaks with two education experts 

about the biggest barriers to learning and what online education technology can really offer students. 

1:47 10:15 

Host: Gary Price   

Guests:  

Justin Reich, assistant professor, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, director, MIT Teaching Systems Lab, 

author, Failure to Disrupt: Why Technology Alone Can’t Transform Education; Dr. Sanjay Sarma, professor, 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, vice president, Open Learning at MIT, co-author, Grasp: The Science 

Transforming How We Learn. 

  

Issues Covered:  Education, Technology, Online Learning, Parenting, Child Development   

Links: https://tsl.mit.edu/  

  

 https://openlearning.mit.edu/  

  

 https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/  

  

 https://www.khanacademy.org/  

  

 https://www.coursera.org/  

  

 https://www.edx.org/ 

  

 https://twitter.com/bjfr?lang=en  

  

 https://cmsw.mit.edu/profile/justin-reich/  

  

 https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674089044  

  

 https://openlearning.mit.edu/about/our-team/sanjay-sarma  

  

 https://www.amazon.com/Grasp-Science-Transforming-How-Learn/dp/0385541821/ 

  

 https://www.weareteachers.com/free-online-learning-resources/  

  

SEGMENT 2: THE HIDDEN GEMS ACROSS CHICAGO AND EVERY U.S. TOWN Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

Suffering from a travel bug that can’t be quenched this year? Chicago writer, Jessica Mlinaric believes that if 

you look hard enough you don’t have to leave your town or city to experience something new. We cover some 

of the interesting, historical sights around Chicago and how you can explore your own area. 

14:03 8:18 

Host: Marty Peterson   

Guests: Jessica Mlinaric, writer, author, Secret Chicago: A Guide to the Weird, Wonderful, and Obscure  
  

Issues Covered:  Travel, Community, Music, Education, History, Sports, Arts   

Links: https://www.secretchicagobook.com/  

  

 https://jessica-mlinaric.square.site/  

  

 https://blog.ihg.com/chicago-hidden-gems  

  

CULTURE 

CRASH: 
THE THEATRE RELEASE OF "TENET" Time Duration 

Synopsis:  
The blockbuster release, “Tenet” by prominent director Christopher Nolan is one of the first major films to 

make a theatre release in several months. Is it worth the watch?  
23:20 3:06 

Host: Host: Evan Rook                                                                                

Issues Covered:  Film, Culture, Revenue   
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Program 20-39 Written & Produced:  Amirah Zaveri & Evan Rook     

Air Week: Studio Production:     Jason Dickey  

9/27/20   

    

SEGMENT 1: INSIDE THE GROCERY INDUSTRY Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

Americans spent 700 billion dollars on groceries in 2018. Across the U.S., there are more than 38,000 

supermarkets, each stocking thousands and thousands of distinct products. But what is the human cost of this 

mass consumerism? Well, the burden largely falls on low-paid workers at each level of food production and 

distribution - and the pandemic has only exacerbated many of these problems. 

1:47 11:49 

Host: Gary Price   

Guests:  
Benjamin Lorr, writer, author, The Secret Life of Groceries: The Dark Miracle of the American Supermarket; 

Jerry Nash, co-founder, Prairie Food Co-op.  
  

Issues Covered:  Business, Food Production, Pandemic, Transportation, Labor Issues   

Links: https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/08/books/review/the-secret-life-of-groceries-benjamin-lorr.html  

  

 https://www.onegreenplanet.org/lifestyle/reasons-to-buy-local/  

  

 http://www.prairiefood.coop/  

  

 http://www.prairiefood.coop/jerry_nash  

  

 https://twitter.com/BenjaminLorr?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle|twcamp%5Eserp|twgr%5Eauthor  

  

 https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/253715/the-secret-life-of-groceries-by-benjamin-lorr/  

  

    

SEGMENT 2: YOUNG LEARNERS & THEIR DEVELOPMENT DURING COVID Time Duration 

Synopsis:  

The 2020 school year feels a bit different for the millions of students ‘back to school’ in whatever form that 

may be. We speak with two child development experts, Dr. Irene Koolwijk and Lindsay Jones, about some of 

the available resources and methods that parents can use to keep their young ones on track.  

15:38 7:32 

Host: Marty Peterson   

Guests: 
Dr. Irene Koolwijk, developmental behavioral pediatrician, UCLA Medical Center; Lindsay Jones, president & 

CEO, National Center for Learning Disabilities.  
  

Issues Covered:  Education, Parenting, Child Development, Health, Mental Health, Technology   

Links: https://www.uclahealth.org/irene-koolwijk  

  

 https://www.vox.com/2020/8/6/21353154/schools-reopening-covid-19-special-education-disabilities  

 

 https://www.ncld.org/checklist/  

  

 https://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/earlylearning/inclusion/resources-for-families.html  

  

 https://www.ncld.org/about/team/lindsay-e-jones-esq/  

  

CULTURE 

CRASH: 
REVISITING OUR FAVORITE FILMS & BOOKS Time Duration 

Synopsis:  
2020 has not been as full of new releases as in previous years due to the pandemic, so we’re rewinding back to 

some of our favorite selections from a few writers and directors.  
24:10 2:16 

Host: Host: Evan Rook                                                                                

Issues Covered:  Culture, Film, Literature   
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WFXD for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 06:00:00 AM on 07/05/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The 8th Day: 8th Day Independence Day Holiday Weekend Special 2020

Coverage: 

 8th Day Independence Day Holiday Special MARQUETTE County, Michigan &#8211; July 5, 2020 
An entire show of music and commentary about American, the United States, Freedom and 
Independence.   Due to copyright issue, we can t publish the select and request music of our holiday 
special, but be sure to listen Labor Day Weekend live for an entirely new Holiday Special on the 8th 
Day Radio Show.

WFXD for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 06:00:00 AM on 07/19/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The 8th Day: Lyle Hebert 8th Day Interview €“ Upper Peninsula Muzzle Loading Association

Coverage: 

Todd Pazz interviewed Upper Peninsula Muzzle Loading Association (UPMLA) president Lyle Hebert 
about the cancellation of the Annual UPMLA Rendezvous that was to be held July 16-18th.   With the 
many members and participants of the vulnerable age, concerns with coronavirus made this year s 
event impossible. The Upper Peninsula Muzzle Loading Association commits itself to preserving the 
skills of our nation s early settlers, pioneers, and mountain men in the use of muzzle-loading firearms 
and the equipment and accouterments that accompanied such use; Because the rendezvous is the 
UPMLA s main annual event, the cancellation requires the organization to resolve issues such as the 
expiration of continuity of memberships, annual dues, and the annual UP Championship competitions; 
Additional topics included Fall events, history of the organization, and the art in the design of modern 
Muzzle Loaders. The Fall plan is to still hold the Open Invitational and Memorial Shoot on Oct 3rd at 
the Ottawa club. 

WFXD for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 06:00:00 AM on 07/26/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The 8th Day: Clair MacGregor of Campfire CoWorks Pandemic Followup on the 8th Day

Coverage: 

Following up her February 23rd Interview on the 8th Day Radio Show , Clair MacGregor, Operations 
Director of Campfire CoWorks , again joined Todd Pazz, but this time to discuss the difficulties to 
launching an organization dedicated to shared workspaces in the midst of the worst global pandemic in 
a hundred years. Located in downtown Marquette Michigan in the Masonic Square Mall, the Campfire 
Coworks community a for-profit company has had to put many plans on hold, but the organization still 
exists and still seeks to ignite the flames of creativity, innovation, and connection.]

WFXD for 3rd Quarter 



Issue aired at: 06:00:00 AM on 08/09/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The 8th Day: Governor Whitmer and Various Leader Across the State Announce New Discrimination 
and Inequality Prevention Initiatives

Coverage: 

On Wednesday, August 5th  Governor Whitmer was joined by several leaders from across the state to 
announce new initiatives to prevent discrimination and racial inequality in Michigan.   Gretchen 
Whitmer: Good morning. It is August 5th, and I am joined today by the Lieutenant Governor Garlin 
Gilchrist, Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, our Chief Medical Executive, and Flint mayor, Sheldon Neeley. So I 
want to start today by talking about Michigan State Police Trooper Caleb Starr, who passed away after 
he was struck by a drunk driver on July 10th. Trooper Starr joined the Michigan State Police in 
September of 2018 as a member of the 135th trooper recruit school. He was 33 years old. I want to 
offer my sincerest condolences to his wife, Rachel, and their two little girls. And I want to remind all 
Michiganders to stay safe on the roads. It's nearly five months since the first cases of COVID-19 hit our
state. Five months and we still don't have a comprehensive national strategy from the federal 
government. We don't have a federal mask mandate, or a widespread testing plan. And the federal 
government has not yet agreed on a recovery plan to help the states and locals mitigate the 
unprecedented impact that this virus has had. Yesterday we announced that president Trump has 
granted my request, that he authorized the use of the Michigan National Guard forces for COVID-19 
response through December 31st of 2020. And for that, we are grateful. I do think it's worthy of note, 
however, that the president to fully fund the National Guard activities in two other states. While the rest
of us are funded at 75%, the states of Florida and Texas have been determined to be funded at 100%. 
It's unfortunate that this is the case because every one of us is confronting COVID-19. The rest of the 
states who've got to operate at 75% will have to make some hard choices about whether to continue 
National Guard missions for testing, disinfecting public spaces, distributing food, and more. This is yet 
one more reason that we need direct funding to the states for the next recovery, in the next recovery 
package. Michigan and states across the country need the federal government to step up so that we can 
continue providing critical services and protecting families and businesses from COVID- 19. It's time 
for the president and Congress to work together in bipartisan way to pass the recovery package to 
support state governments, families, frontline workers, and small business owners. People across the 
country are counting on the federal government to put partisanship and games aside and start working 
together for the benefit of all Americans. And here's what we need, aid to state and local governments 
so we can continue providing critical services to families. States across the country are struggling 
because of unprecedented impact that this crisis has had on our budgets. We also need extension of 
pandemic unemployment benefits, so that working families can pay for things like rent and utility bills. 
We needed an increase in SNAP benefits because nobody should have to worry about how they're 
going to put food on the table during a global pandemic. We need funding for childcare to help our 
crucial frontline workers who put their lives on the line every single day to take care of us, so that their 
kids can be taken care of. We need an extension on the federal student loan payment and interest freeze 
past September, so that we can give borrowers additional relief while the economy recovers. We need 
an increase, an extension of the FMAP, so that federal government covers a greater share of Medicaid 
costs. And we need aid that helps and starts with funding our K-12 schools and higher education 
institutions, without insisting that schools open even if it's not safe. After delaying action for months, 
Senator McConnell in the Senate, Republicans released a proposal last week that fails to meet the scale 
of the crisis we confront. Unlike the House-passed Heroes Act, McConnell's plan guts benefits for 
millions of Americans, and puts our economic recovery more out of reach. With more than 25 million 
people out of work, and unemployment claims on the rise for the second week in a row, now is not the 



time to slash benefits that have been a lifeline for so many Americans. People all across our country are
struggling with the need, and the need for real help to pull; to pull the rug out from under them right 
now, while we're still very much in the midst of the public health crisis and economic recession doesn't 
make any sense. Republicans need to drop this plan and join Democrats in a bipartisan way and 
construct a comprehensive stimulus package that meets the need of everyday Americans. We need 
leaders who are going to work together to help families, and frontline workers, and small business 
owners. Nobody has time for election-year partisan games when lives are on the line. This is a crisis 
and we need bipartisan action right now. So today I'm joined by leaders from across the state to 
announce a series of new initiatives to prevent discrimination and racial inequity in Michigan. Since I 
was sworn in as governor, I've made it a top priority of mine and my administration's to include more 
people of color, more women, more members of the LGBTQ+ community, more people who are 
representative of the socioeconomic classes in Michigan, and the geographic areas in Michigan, at the 
table. And not a tokenism way, but in an empowered way. We've been able to build a more inclusive 
state government, but there certainly is more work to do. Today I signed an executive order to create 
the Black Leadership Advisory Council of Michigan, which I will work closely with to develop our 
policies and paths to opportunity for black Michiganders. I want to thank Senator Erika Geiss, who 
sponsored the original legislation, for her leadership. This is the first advisory council of its kind 
focusing on African American issues in Michigan. And I'm proud to work closely with leaders like 
those here today to build a more just and equitable state. The deadline to apply for the council is 5:00 
PM, Wednesday, August 19th. And the link to apply is michigan.gov/appointments. And candidates 
should select Black Leaders Advisory Council from the drop menu on the application. Today, I also 
signed an executive directive declaring racism as a public health crisis in Michigan. I want to thank the 
Michigan Legislative Black Council for their leadership. This pandemic has confirmed and highlighted 
the deadly nature of these preexisting inequities caused by systemic racism. COVID-19 is more than 
four times as likely to take the life of a black Michigander than a white one. And this reflects 
longstanding deep societal economic and environmental disparities. This executive directive directs 
MDHHS to work with other state departments to examine data, develop and plan policies, engage, 
communicate, and advocate for communities of color. Dr. Khaldun will also touch on further steps the 
department will take to address systemic racism in Michigan. And I want to thank Dr. Khaldun for her 
leadership. She's the reason Michigan was one of the first three states to release demographic data so 
that we could help better act to protect people in our state. DHHS is the largest state department that 
touches the most citizens in our state. And so her work is crucial, and the work that director Robert 
Gordon is doing as well. They'll work around the clock to help us reach our goals. And I know how 
important it is for state government to lead by example, which is why I've directed that all state 
employees be required to take implicit bias training, including myself, and our entire executive office. 
Implicit bias is simply an unconscious preference that exists in each one of us. And as public servants, 
we have a duty to understand how those tendencies impact our actions on the lives of others. The 
training is required for both existing employees, and must be completed within 60 days for newly hired 
employees. This is not alleging that people are racist; it's recognizing that everyone has biases from 
where we grew up, or how we were raised. It's just a fact. And that's why we've got to acknowledge it, 
and seek to address it. We have a lot of work to do to eradicate the systemic racism that black 
Americans have faced for generations, and it's going to take time. But the most important thing we can 
do during this time is work closely with leaders across the state, in every community, to find the root 
cause of problems and work to eradicate them. This group will continue to keep an open dialogue as we
work toward our goal of ensuring that we build a stronger Michigan where everyone, no matter what 
community they're from, has a real opportunity. And with that, I want to introduce Lieutenant Governor
Garlin Gilchrist, chair of the COVID-19 Task Force on Racial Disparities, to talk a little bit more about 
the work that they're doing. Thank you. Garlin Gilchrist: Thank you governor. And good morning 
everyone. I would like to also acknowledge Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, and Flint mayor Sheldon Neeley, 



who you'll be hearing from in a few moments. I too want to express my deepest condolences to the 
family of Trooper Caleb Starr, the entire State of Michigan is feeling this- Caleb Starr, the entire state 
of Michigan is feeling this tragic loss and he'll be missed by all of his colleagues in the Michigan State 
Police. We thank him and all of you for your service. These past several months have been very 
difficult for all of us as we have dealt with this virus that moves quickly and silently. It has been tough 
for the families who've lost loved ones to this devastating virus. And I count myself among those, 
losing 23 people in my life to COVID-19. It's been tough for the frontline workers who have faced 
great uncertainty as they showed up to work to keep vital, life sustaining services operating. I saw this 
firsthand yesterday when I went to get tested out of an abundance of caution when one of our sitting 
state senators in the legislature tested positive for COVID-19 and I pray for his recovery. And I pray 
that everyone who may have even feared they'd been in contact with someone gets tested. Thankfully, 
my results did come back negative. But I encourage every person again, to get tested. And you can find 
the nearest testing location at michigan.gov/coronavirustest. It's been really difficult for our children 
who've basically had to relearn how to learn. Taking classes online, who haven't seen their friends or 
classmates or even some family members in months. And again, I feel this personally with my twin six 
year olds and my baby girl, Ruby. This is really difficult for employees who've had to work differently 
or for those who hadn't been able to work because their workplaces have had the pause operations in 
the name of public health and public safety. But if you're a black person in Michigan, or if you're a 
person of color in our state, the pandemic has been even more difficult in all of these cases. You see, we
know the coronavirus itself doesn't discriminate, but it literally feeds upon the discriminatory inequities
that exist in our system. This pandemic has held a mirror up to our entire country's healthcare system 
and we've seen that communities of color are suffering at higher rates in part, because of a lack of 
attachment to that healthcare system. In our state, we've still had about 40% of our stats be black 
residents from coronavirus, but our population is merely 14%. in addition to being more likely to work 
in one of those jobs that is really risky in the concert of the pandemic, but critical and needing to 
function, black and brown employees have been more likely to be laid off or to have their hours 
reduced. A report from the University of Michigan actually, found that nearly half of black Detroiters 
and a third of Latino Detroiters say they have lost their jobs due to this pandemic. And we all know too 
well that businesses owned by black and other people of color entrepreneurs have been more likely to 
have had to close down and less likely to receive government assistance, especially from the federal 
government. That the assistance that they would need to keep the paychecks flowing, to keep people on
their payrolls and to not close their operations and continue to be the anchors that they are in the 
communities. While these injustices in our country frankly, have been exacerbated and intensified by 
coronavirus, they are as old as America itself. They're the same inequities that after the killings of 
George Floyd and so many others, have motivated Americans from every background and identity to 
confront the legacy of systemic racism that has been a stain on our nation for centuries. That is why 
we're saying what should have been said long ago, racism is a public health crisis. However, it is not 
enough to simply label an injustice. We have to actively take steps to replace injustice with justice. This
formal declaration from our administration creates the space for state departments and agencies to 
specifically examine, respond to and coordinate all of our policies and programs to quickly and 
substantively put Michigan on a path to address these issues head on. The governor mentioned signing 
an executive order creating the Black Leadership Advisory Council. This will be a leading pillar of this 
effort to lay a new foundation of equity and inclusion in Michigan. The Black Leadership Advisory 
Console is among a set of diverse ethnic commissions within the state of Michigan's government. This 
council will include at least one person between the age of 18 and 35, to bring the experiences of our 
young Michiganders. The council will also include at least one person who is an immigrant or has 
experience on immigration policy. See black folks, we are the largest racial minority in the state, but 
this council, as the governor alluded to, is the first of its kind in Michigan that will elecbate and engage 
black leaders and our representatives. It will build upon the work that we've begun with the Michigan 



coronavirus taskforce on racial disparities. And it will expand the scope of that work to develop 
policies to address disparities om health, create generational economic opportunity, lead to community 
investment, provide access to affordable and available housing, increase public safety in the truest 
sense, make investments in education, environmental justice and broadly create more opportunities for 
black Michiganders to pursue happiness and success. When we have full and complete representation, 
we have policies and programs that can address people's full and complete concerns. We are one of the 
first states and still, unfortunately to this day, one of just a few states who are actually tracking and 
reporting our cases of coronavirus and COVID-19 deaths by race and ethnicity. We're the first 
administration to join our in the March for Justice as we marched down Woodward in Detroit, after the 
murder of George Floyd. I was also proud to join protestors on the west side of Detroit and Dexter and 
Davidson. We were the first state to form a task force to specifically and explicitly apply the full force 
of state government to address the racial disparities that we have seen during this pandemic and how 
they connect to longer term health disparities. And we were the first administration to require implicit 
bias training in state government and in medical professionals licenser processes. Just as we've used 
data and science and evidence to drive action during this crisis, we will use data and science and 
evidence to act on equity and inclusion. The state will begin examining this data to document the 
differences in health outcomes among racial and ethnic groups in Michigan and how they must be 
collected, analyzed and made publicly available to help leaders implement equitable policies. This will 
help departments better understand how racial disparities and societal environmental and behavioral 
factors intersect to affect resources like good jobs, access to healthy and affordable food and housing, 
equitable transportation options, quality public education and opportunities for diverse entrepreneurs. 
The equity impact assessments, which I'm frankly, very excited about that Dr. Khaldun will speak to, is 
another thing that we're introducing. The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services has 
launched this tool to further address implicit bias and how we can make sure that equity is centered in 
the choices that we make at state government. This will use data, community engagement and analysis 
as a way to make sure the policies and the practices within the department are providing the best 
services in mitigating inequities and disparities. If we are going to design a new system that works for 
everyone, we need to ensure that everyone has a seat at the table. That is why we're putting out this call
to action today for people to step up and lend their voices and experiences to building a better 
Michigan. You can start by applying for the black leadership council, advisory council. I want to 
second that and go to michigan.gov/appointments to do so. Those of us in positions of power and 
leadership at any level, have a responsibility to use the tools at our disposal to put everyone's success 
within their reach. The actions that we're announcing today are another step toward this administration 
fulfilling that responsibility. Now I'd like to close today with the words of James Baldwin, whose 
birthday recently passed. See James Baldwin said that, €œNot everything that is faced can be changed, 
but nothing can be changed until it is faced. € Neither I, nor this administration will turn our faces 
away from injustice when we have the opportunity and the power to write it. And with that, I'd like to 
welcome Dr. Joneigh Khaldun here to the podium for an update. Thank you. Joneigh Khaldun: Good 
morning. And thank you, lieutenant governor and governor. I'm proud to stand with Governor Whitmer,
Lieutenant Governor Gilchrist and Mayor Neeley today to declare racism a public health crisis. As has 
been discussed many times, communities of color are disproportionately impacted by many health 
conditions, whether it's cancer mortality, heart disease, diabetes, maternal mortality, infant mortality 
and now COVID-19. The statistics are staggering and we must do better. And let's be clear, these 
disparities have nothing to do with genetics and race. They are due to unequal treatment and racism that
have plagued our society for centuries. But I'm encouraged because there is something that we can do 
about it. Declaring racism as a public health crisis means that we will and must tackle this with urgency
and intention. I'm excited about the steps that the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 
is taking under the leadership and commitment of director, Robert Gordon, but also the expertise and 
dedication of the department's diversity equity and inclusion council that has been championing this 



work for years. One of the things we're doing is expanding the application of a decision making process
throughout the department that will work to decrease systematic disparities and inequities in 
marginalized populations. This tool is called an equity impact assessment and it provides a concrete, 
organized and objective way of assessing processes, budget allocations, policies and programs with an 
equity lens. We know that inequity is created and perpetuated by programs are sometimes unintentional
and they're embedded into historical government systems and processes. And the equity impact 
assessment will guide MDHHS leaders to think through implications of their decisions on minority 
populations and will absolutely help reduce disparities and inequities. We're going to start with the 
Department of Health and Human Services, but then also work with other departments and agencies on 
implementation of this tool. I'm excited because this is something that is concrete and it will drive 
change. And I'm proud of our department for leading these efforts. Let's talk about COVID-19 and 
where we stand in the state. Yesterday, we announced 84,050 cases and 6,220 total deaths in Michigan. 
Overall, we are seeing a plateau in cases after a slight uptick in June and July. €¦ after a slight uptick in 
June and July. And as we have seen throughout this pandemic, the disease spread looks different by 
region. I'm going to go through that now. So the Detroit, Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo regions have 
just over 40 cases per million people per day, and have seen a steady decrease over the past two to three
weeks. The Jackson and Upper Peninsula regions both have about 35 cases per million people per day, 
and have also seen decreases over the past one to two weeks. The Saginaw region has just under 30 
cases per million people per day, and has seen a decrease over the past week. And the Lansing region 
also has just under 30 cases per million people per day, but they have seen a two week increase in their 
rate of cases as well. The Travers city region is currently the only region of the state that has under 10 
cases per million people per day, and they continue to see a decrease over the past three weeks. We also
continue to focus on our testing. So we are now holding steady at about 28,000 tests per day, and that's 
about 2% of our population per week that is getting a test. And the good news is that our percent of 
tests that are positive is also now trending down. It's at 3.4% down from 3.7% the previous week. Our 
hospitalizations and deaths continue to remain steady and low, particularly the deaths. These are all 
good signs, and we will continue to monitor these metrics. But as we all know, even if a trend is 
stabilizing, it only takes a few people to create an outbreak and have the disease spread rapidly. So 
these plateauing trends are not reasons to let our guard down. There's still disease spread across the 
state, and we're still seeing several outbreaks across the state in every region. So last week, our local 
health departments identified 99 new outbreaks that they were investigating. And that's an increase 
from the 78 new outbreaks that they had the previous week. These outbreaks continue to occur in a 
variety of settings. The top categories for outbreaks are our skilled nursing facilities and other longterm
care facilities, social gatherings and schools, and it includes colleges, childcare centers, and day camps.
So we still have to keep fighting this disease that's still very present across the state. We're seeing way 
too many outbreaks and our cases are not get low enough to think that we can let our guard down, even 
for a moment. So that means the basics again, wearing masks, washing hands, maintaining six feet of 
distance between yourself and others, really remain the best thing that you can do to protect yourself 
and the community. And please know, that even though our recent numbers of deaths are low, we're still
learning every day about new research on the longterm health impacts of COVID-19. So this means 
anyone, including young people, can have longterm lung, brain and heart damage. So please do not 
think that you are invincible. Testing continues to be incredibly important. So if you work outside the 
home, if you're sick, or if you've been exposed to someone who has been sick, please go and get a test. 
You can go to our website, www. michigan.gov/coronavirustest, or you can call 211, and someone will 
help you identify a site. We have over 300 testing sites across the state. And I will continue to remind 
you, please answer the phone if someone from a health department calls you or now sends you a text 
message. We have been able to successfully reach out to 97% of contacts of positive cases within 24 
hours, but only 47% of those calls are actually being completed. So this means that people are still not 
answering their phones, or we might have a wrong phone number. Please do your part, speak to us if 



we call you, it is one of the most important things that we can all do to keep disease spread as low as 
possible. So we've come a long way since the spring, but we still have much work to do, if we're going 
to keep disease spread down and get our kids back to school in the fall. Thank you. And with that, I will
turn it over to Mayor Neeley. Mayor Neely: Good morning. And thank you, Dr. Calhoun, and also 
Lieutenant governor Garlin Gilchrist and also governor Gretchen Whitmer. I also want to lend my 
support and prayers to the Star family, lost trooper. Is definitely difficult times in our community when 
we lose a true community patriot and also officer, so we've from the community of Flint will also 
extend our prayers to the family. And being a strong man of faith, I've always been taught that praise is 
an act of your actions. Praise is an act of your actions. And today's actions by a governor Whitmer 
deserves praise. Being the former legislative black caucus chairman, and also a mayor of a black 
community, I do understand the disparities and what we have to overcome as a community and also as 
a state. And I am so proud of this governor and the Lieutenant governor and this administration and the 
state of Michigan for making these bold moves and really showing what leadership is all about. The 
world can take a snapshot of what's being done here today to really talk about the level of equality. 
Equality is only a word unless it's met with unity and goodwill. And this administration is showing both
unity and goodwill. The disparities that Dr. Calhoun talked about, infant mortality, maternal mortality, 
environmental injustices, disparate treatment by law enforcement. We're going to get beyond that, and 
it starts today in the state of Michigan. And I am so proud to be asked to be here, to speak to this. I'm so
proud of our governor. I'm so proud of our lieutenant governor to take these steps, to move our 
communities forward. This is a wonderful day in Michigan, but I encourage all of you to be a part of 
the change, to be a part of equality, to be a part of unity, and to meet it with goodwill. So thank you, 
Governor Whitmer. Thank you, Lieutenant Governor Garlin Gilchrist, and thank you, Dr. Calhoun for 
all of the benefits that Michiganders are going to benefit moving forward. Thank you and God bless. 
Gretchen Whitmer: Thank you, Mayor Neely. Doing an enough important and strong job in the city of 
Flint. So thank you for being here, appreciate your leadership. All right, with that, this is a new one. We
are taking questions from the press. They are via Zoom call because we wanted to make sure we keep 
everyone safe as we adhere to the new rules about indoor gatherings across the States, so we only have 
10 people in this room, and so the press has had to Zoom in. So with that, I'd be happy to open it up for 
a few questions. Speaker 1: Governor, the first question will come from Eric Wood. Eric Wood: Hello 
governor. Now, despite the Traverse City region being so far ahead of others in numbers of cases, some
restrictions were tightened last week. You said you wanted to nip this in the bud before school begins. 
So does that mean we can expect it not to see any changes or loosening of restrictions until school 
begins, especially coming up the labor day weekend, no matter positive changes in the numbers? 
Gretchen Whitmer: Yeah. So I appreciate the question, Eric. I think that it's really important that we 
stay focused on the fact that this virus still doesn't show up in numbers until a couple of weeks later. 
That's the dangerous, insidious thing about COVID-19 is that you can be carrying it and not even know
it. I mean, they say 30% of the population that's probably true for, is that accurate number? We're 
learning a lot about this virus. So conventional wisdom is now though that maybe a third of the people 
who have it don't even know they have it. And that's why you don't see the numbers in terms of the 
positivity cases until a few weeks later, and then a few weeks later seeing the hospitalization. So we 
know that our actions today are going to dictate whether or not we are in a strong position to safely 
resume some in-person instruction this fall. If you look around the world at what's happened in 
countries that have resumed in person instruction, the countries that have done so successfully are the 
ones where they've seen their numbers continuously declining. Well, as Dr. Jay just explained, we are at
a plateau, essentially. Countries that have been successful have less than 25 per million per day. We are 
well above that all across the state of Michigan right now, and that's why it's really important that we 
tighten up where we can. We're trying to avoid moving back a phase. That's something that I'm hopeful 
we can prevent from happening, but it's all going to be dictated by what people do. And we will see it 
in the numbers and the next week, the next two weeks, the next three weeks. If people are serious about



masking up and washing their hands and not congregating, it's going to be really important. Eric, I'll be 
up in your part of the state to memorialize former Governor Bill Milliken, who was our state's longest 
serving governor. And we are very strictly observing the executive order when it comes to two 
gatherings. And it's because every one of us has to do our part. So can I tell you with certainty that 
there will be no more changes for the next three weeks? No, of course I cannot. Because what will 
drive all the decision making will continue to be the epidemiology and the public health needs all 
across Michigan. And of course our goal of keeping the economy engaged and getting our kids back in 
school. Speaker 1: The next question will come from Rob, from Channel Four. Rob: Yeah. So hi, 
governor. The question about the mask mandate, your enforcement mandate, are you seeing enough 
results? And can you discuss the enforcement measures that are in place and whether you think that this
is contentious and how you prevent it from getting there? Gretchen Whitmer: So I ap[limit]
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The 8th Day: Governor Whitmer Restates Importance of Wearing a Mask During August 14 Press 
Conference

Coverage: 

During the Press Conference on Friday, August 14th, Governor Whitmer restated the importance of 
wearing a mask and staying vigilant during this time, as well as sharing stats on where Michigan stands
in terms of number of new cases each week.   She also goes on to thank the front line workers. Listen to
the August 14th conference or read the transcript below.  Gov. Gretchen Whitmer: Good morning. 
Today is Friday, August 14th. Thank you for paying attention and tuning in. We appreciate it. I'm joined
today by our Lieutenant Governor, Garlin Gilchrist, our Chief Medical Executive, Dr. Joneigh 
Khaldun, Robert Gordon, the Director of DHHS, and Jim Hackett, the CEO of Ford. I want to 
congratulate Jim on his upcoming retirement. I appreciate his leadership and his years of dedication to 
ensuring that Michigan remains the automotive capital of the world. We're excited to be here with Ford,
and you'll see why, shortly. Michiganders have now been fighting the COVID-19 pandemic for over 
five months. We took one of the most aggressive approaches in the nation against this virus. Because 
we've taken this so seriously, we're doing much better than other states, states like Florida and Texas 
who are continuing to struggle, and closed later, and reopened earlier than we did, who are now seeing 
historic surges in cases. MLive reported yesterday that despite being one of the hardest hit states early 
on, our state currently ranks 40th in the seven-day average of new coronavirus cases per capita and in 
the 40th percent, testing positive on coronavirus diagnostic tests. These are wonderful pieces of 
information compared to what's happening across the country. Our average infection rate for the last 
month was half that of Ohio, and Indiana, and Wisconsin. This slide shows Michigan's daily cases per 
million compared to other Midwest states. MLive also reported that states across the country that did 
not take this virus seriously are now seeing record numbers in terms of daily coronavirus cases, 
hospitalizations, and deaths. Georgia was the first state in the country to reopen its economy and is now
averaging five times the number of new cases of coronavirus in a day, five times more than the state of 
Michigan. While states like Georgia, and Florida, and Texas reported hundreds of new deaths last 
week, Michigan had 43. Our percent positivity rate is also far below our Midwestern neighbors. We 
have continued to ramp up testing over the past few months. There's a wonderful Twitter thread by Dr. 
Ashish Jha that talks about testing and positivity rates. I think it's worth your time to look if you happen



to be on Twitter. This virus demands to be taken seriously. Youth will not protect you from this virus. 
Your political affiliation will not protect you from this virus. This virus will not go away just because 
we're tired of dealing with it. The only way we can put a stop to this pandemic, an end to this 
pandemic, is to take it seriously, do our part to protect one another, and do what we know works. My 
mask says, €œI wear this for you, € and it is true. When we wear masks, and we wear it properly so it
covers our nose and mouth, when we practice social distancing, and when we go out to get tested when 
it's necessary, when we do these things, we put our whole state in a stronger position to send our kids 
back to school safely. Wearing a homemade mask is simple, and it shows your commitment to 
protecting yourself, your family, and your fellow Michiganders from this virus. To make it easier for 
those who are particularly vulnerable to COVID-19 and who need help securing masks today, we're 
announcing the MI Mask Aid project. This project is a partnership, a partnership involving the state of 
Michigan, FEMA, and the Ford Motor Company. It's a result of the hard work of the Michigan 
COVID-19 Task Force on Racial Disparities, chaired by Lieutenant Governor Garlin Gilchrist. We will 
provide four million free masks to people who need them most. It's a really incredible donation that 
Ford is working with us to make sure that we're able to do this. One million of the face coverings from 
FEMA, 1.5 million from Ford will go to low-income schools, the city of Detroit, federally qualified 
health centers, some COVID-19 testing sites, and to many organizations helping to reach vulnerable 
populations, including minority residents who have been affected by the public health crisis as a result 
of historic racism. Anyone interested in receiving a free mask can find a distribution location by calling
the COVID-19 hotline at 888-535-6136 or looking up their local community action agency online. I 
want to thank Jim Hackett and Ford for their partnership in this project. This partnership is going to 
save lives. Wearing a mask has been proven to reduce the chance of spreading COVID-19 by about 
70%. According to one estimate, if 95% of Americans wore masks between now and December 1st, it 
would save 66,000 American lives. According to one estimate, if 95% of Americans do this, we can 
make our economy stronger and save one another's lives. That's 66,000 people who are parents, or 
grandparent or children, siblings, friends. It could be saved by the simple act of wearing a mask when 
you go to the grocery store, or pharmacy, or when you're out and about. As a parent, I know the number
one thing on everyone's mind is whether and how their kids are going to return to school this fall. 
Parents across Michigan are anxiously awaiting their school districts to decide how they're going to 
safely educate our kids, whether it's by remote learning or implementing the strict safety measures I 
outlined in the MI Safe Schools Reopening in June. After a rise in COVID cases in July and early 
August, our case numbers have begun to plateau. We're not out of the woods. This crisis is far from 
over, but we appear to have stopped the incline. We're now plateaued, and we want to see that become a
decline. To get through this and to ensure the safety of our kids, educators, and support staff this fall, 
everyone's got to continue to do their part. We also need the Trump administration and Congress to step
up and provide additional support to states like Michigan so we can send more resources to our 
classrooms to keep our kids, and our educators, and all of their families safe. I want to end by thanking 
the thousands of Michiganders on the front lines of this crisis. While people everywhere have made 
tremendous sacrifices to protect their families from this virus, those on the front lines have put their 
own health at risk to take care of the rest of us every day for the past five months, grueling stressful 
work. If you've ever listened to This American Life on NPR, they've highlighted some stories of people
on the front line in Detroit, and you might want to check it out. I was proud, but also, it was an 
eyeopener. I hope maybe you might listen. Nurses and doctors working 18-hour shifts and giving up 
time with their families to keep them safe, who stood by the side of a bed where someone lost their 
battle with COVID-19, and their family couldn't be there. Grocery store workers, especially in the 
beginning of this pandemic, worked around the clock to keep our shelves stocked, to ensure people 
could buy groceries safely. Childcare workers who've been instrumental in helping our frontline 
workers save lives every day €¦ These are truly the real heroes of this crisis. Truck drivers and mail 



carriers, the people who mask up every day for hours on end to ensure our safety €¦ They deserve our 
gratitude and respect, and the best way we can show it is by masking up. With that, I want to say thank 
you to all of those who I've just described who have stayed on the front lines. I want to say thank you to
all of those who I've just described who've stayed on the front lines. I want to encourage everyone in 
our state to keep doing our part, to stay smart and to mask up. 

WFXD for 3rd Quarter 
Issue aired at: 06:00:00 AM on 09/13/20 and was discussed for 30 Minutes

The 8th Day: Labor Day Holiday Weekend Special 2020 on the 8th Day Radio Show

Coverage: 

An entire show of music and commentary about the labor movement in America and Labor Day, with 
some BBQ tips as well.   Due to copyright issue, we can t publish the select and request music of our 
holiday special, but be sure to listen Columbus Day Weekend live for an entirely new Holiday Special 
on the 8th Day Radio Show. 
___________________________________________________________________________________
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The 8th Day: Governor Whitmer Provides an Update on Coronavirus and Voting in the Upcoming 
Election

Coverage: 

Governor Whitmer help a press conference on Wednesday, September 16th to give an update on the 
coronavirus and remind people to vote in the upcoming election.   Listen to the press conference below 
or keep reading for the full transcript. LGovernor Whitmer: Good afternoon and thank you for tuning 
in. Today is Wednesday, September 16th. I am joined today by Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, our chief medical 
executive. Our secretary of state, Jocelyn Benson. NAACP Detroit Chapter president, Reverend Dr. 
Wendell Anthony. Michigan League of Women Voters recent president, Judy Karandjeff and Michigan 
Emgage executive director, Nada Al-Hanooti. I am very pleased to be joined with all of them today. 
The November elections are just 48 days away and secretary Benson and I are here today to make sure 
everyone knows how to exercise their right to vote and how to do it safely in the midst of this global 
pandemic. This has been an unprecedented year for elections in Michigan and across the country. Since
the pandemic hit our state over six months ago, secretary Benson and her team have been working 
around the clock to ensure that every Michigander can vote and can vote safely. Thanks to their hard 
work, we have had two historic elections in Michigan while fighting COVID-19. The August 4th 
statewide primary resulted in record breaking turnout where 2.5 million Michiganders participated. 
That was a record for an August election. With 1.6 million voting absentee, it shatters the previous 
record for absentee ballots cast. This was a result of the collaboration between local, state and federal 
officials, coupled with a sustained voter education effort to inform people of their rights and how to 
exercise them. This is exactly the type of hard work and planning that secretary Benson and leaders 
across Michigan are putting into our November election preparedness, where we expect another record 
breaking turnout to those of you who have not yet requested your absentee ballot, go online and request



it today. Michiganders should start taking action now. Today is the day to have a plan for voting. You 
can register and request your absentee ballot online or at your local clerk's office. Ballots will be sent to
voters starting September 24th, and should be returned as quickly as possible to ensure postal delays do
not prevent them from being counted. And I don't know if you got a postcard from the U.S. Postal 
Service like I did this week, but it was just to encourage us to act swiftly. They want to make €¦ drop 
your ballot in the mail, but go ahead and take it directly to your clerk's office. That is an easy way to 
ensure that your ballot gets counted. Be sure to sign them before you turn them in. To check register €¦ 
Michigan.gov/vote, or you can call your local clerk's office. Every single one of us needs to make a 
plan, schedule time in your day to fill out your ballot and make sure you take it in, make sure your 
friends and your family members and your neighbors do the same. This year, we have emerged as a 
leader in facilitating safe elections during this pandemic. By ensuring all Michiganders know how to 
vote safely in this November election, it's no doubt a Herculean undertaking, and it's going to require 
that leaders at all levels of state government, or community leaders and Michiganders, everyday 
Michiganders to get out and spread word. Just like fighting this pandemic, democracy is a team sport, 
and we all have a part to play this fall. So no matter who you're voting for or how you choose to 
exercise your right to vote this fall, make your plan now and stick to it. Yesterday, the Senate passed a 
bill, Senate bill 757, which allows clerks to begin processing absentee voter ballots prior to election 
day. This is a step in the right direction and it will help ensure an efficient election. I want to thank the 
Michigan Senate for taking this first step. I'm hopeful that the house will take the step as soon as they 
can. And that we will continue to work together with the secretary of state to make sure that Michigan 
is proud of how we handle this election in this unprecedented moment. We're not out of the woods yet 
when it comes to COVID-19 and the pandemic. As we head into the fall, the 2020, 2021 flu season, 
there are a lot of precautions that we can and should take right now to protect ourselves and to protect 
our loved ones and our communities. Whether you plan on heading to the voting booth in person or 
voting by mail or dropping off your ballot, you can help by getting a flu shot, by wearing your mask. 
The CDC today is saying, this is the most important tool that we have, which of course Dr. Jay and our 
experts have been telling us that for a while, maintain physical distancing and avoid large gatherings. I 
know we've been through a lot together and it's hard and it's taken a toll. And yet we know how to do 
this and to do this well, we have shown that. So let's keep doing it. We got to do everything we can to 
avoid a devastating second wave, one that would cost more lives and jeopardize the economic gains 
that we have made. So let's everyone be smart mask up and be safe. And with that, I'll turn it over to Dr.
Joneigh Khaldun. Dr. Joneigh Khaldun: Good afternoon and thank you Governor. So today we will 
announce 113,863 cases of COVID-19 in the state and 6,623 deaths. Overall, the state is at a rate of 57 
cases per million and our test positivity rate is now at 3.7%. The Detroit, Saginaw and Traverse City 
regions all have declining case rates. Detroit and Saginaw have more than 40 cases per million people. 
And while the cases in these areas are declining, test positivity is increasing. The Traverse City region 
has 31 cases per million people. And test positivity is below 3%. Both indicators are going down in this
region, however. The other five regions in the state have increasing case rates. The Kalamazoo and 
Jackson regions remained at over 40 cases per million people. The Grand Rapids, Lansing and Upper 
Peninsula areas have increased to more than 70 cases per million people. These increases are in large 
part because of outbreaks associated with universities and colleges. However, our deaths remain steady 
averaging under 10 deaths per day. And we're glad that this number is not as high as it was back in 
March and April, but our hearts are still with those who are still losing loved ones to this disease. We 
also know that people are surviving after being infected with COVID-19. There are over 85,500 people 
in Michigan who have survived and are alive at least 30 days after the onset of their symptoms. And 
that's a good sign, but I want to be very clear, death is not the only outcome that matters. Many people 
who survive COVID-19, do not immediately get back to their normal state of health and have a 
prolonged period of recovery. Some people who live end up needing a lung transplant, some people 



live, but they end up having kidney failure and needing to be on dialysis. And we know there's 
evidence that some people have inflammation of their heart, something called myocarditis. Some 
people have inflammation of their heart, something called myocarditis and children are not spared from
this disease either. I was so saddened to hear this week of a two month old baby in Michigan who died 
because of COVID-19 and my condolences go out to their parents and family. Studies show that while 
children are less likely to get severely ill from COVID-19, they still can, and they can also pass it on to 
others, including adults who are more likely to get severely ill from COVID-19. Almost 800 children 
across the United States have been diagnosed with multi-system inflammatory syndrome, otherwise 
known as MISC, a disease associated with COVID-19, that can cause multiple organs to fail. 16 
children across the United States have died from MISC. COVID-19 is not something to be taken 
lightly, and the measures that the Governor has put in place are important to not just stop people from 
dying, but to stop people from getting a disease that can have €¦ We're fighting COVID-19 because we 
want people to not only live, but to have long lives with good health, not living the rest of their life €¦ 
So, I'm asking everyone to please, regardless of your political affiliation, wear your mask, wash your 
hands and keep your distance as much as you can between yourself and others. I know many people are
also wondering about why some places are still closed and some have specifically asked why bars are 
not open, even though people can purchase an alcoholic beverage in a restaurant. There's data that 
shows that many outbreaks of COVID-19 across the US have originated in indoor bars and restaurants.,
Bars in particular are associated with unique risk factors, lots of people, tight spaces, and alcohol 
leading people to change their behaviors and increasing the risk of spread of COVID-19. Here in 
Michigan, prior to the Governor tightening her executive order, there were several outbreaks at bars 
that impacted hundreds of people. While we're still trying to get a handle on this virus, it is very 
appropriate for our bars to remain closed. 2020 has no question, been a very difficult year, but we will 
not be living like this forever. I'm truly optimistic that a safe and effective vaccine will be developed 
and may even be available this fall. I'm optimistic that there is promising data that some people may 
benefit from new treatments, like the antiviral drug from Remdesivir, or from steroids. We're going to 
get through this, but we need to all step up and slow the spread of this disease together. Wear your 
mask, wash your hands, watch your distance, and please this season, get your flu shot. With that, I'll 
turn it over to Secretary Benson. Jocelyn Benson: Thank you, Dr. Khaldun, and thank you, Governor 
for hosting today's press conference and for your bold data-driven leadership, as you successfully lead 
our state through this unprecedented moment. I'm immensely proud to serve alongside this leadership 
team and grateful for the support that you Governor and others have shown in support, ensuring that we
are ready for November. As we all navigate this time of uncertainty, I'm proud to be able to give our 
citizens the certainty and the clarity that our elections will happen on time and on schedule. Already, 
we have had three elections this year, where we've seen record turnout, record numbers of citizens 
voting by mail and little to no crowding or lines on election day. Our elections will continue to be 
accessible, safe, and secure, just as they have been this year. Voters will have, this November, as they 
have had this year, several options to ensure their votes are counted and their voices are heard. We're on
track to replicate our success of this year for November, and indeed, perhaps the silver lining of 2020 is
that our voters €¦ want to talk about today. This is important because we know that even in the midst of 
this global pandemic, we are on track here in Michigan to see a record number of citizens voting this 
fall. Our overall turnout will likely exceed 5 million, and we're also on track to have more people 
voting prior to election day than ever before, either through the mail or in-person at their local clerk's 
office, and we are also €¦ Requested to have their ballots sent to their home, which exceeds our 
previous record of 1.6 million who voted absentee in our August Primary. This is putting us on track to 
have over 3 million of our citizens voting absentee this November. As we prepare for roughly 60 to 
70% of our citizens to vote absentee, we are also working to ensure that on election day, our citizens 
will have access to precincts and they'll be able to exercise their option to vote safely in-person at their 



local precinct. Now, with less than seven weeks to go, it's time for every citizen to make a plan to vote. 
Let's talk about your options. First, you have a right to have your ballot mailed to you. Mailing your 
ballot is a really good option, especially for those who have voted by mail in the past and are familiar 
with the procedures or for those who may be at risk or have concerns about voting in person. If you 
want to have your ballot mailed to you, you can right now, go to michigan.gov/vote and request it to be 
mailed to you, either through the online portal, or you can download an application and fill it out and 
submit it to your local clerk. You can also contact your local clerk directly and request to receive an 
application at your home. Ballots will begin being mailed on September 24th. Once you have your 
ballot, you can complete it, put it in an envelope, sign the envelope, and then drop it off either at your 
mailbox and return it through the mail. You can return it instead, if you want to, at your local drop box. 
A list of those drop boxes will be available at michigan.gov/vote, or you have the option to return it in 
person at your local clerk's office. Finally, you can track your ballot just as you track a package through
our statewide tracking system available at michigan.gov/vote. Another option you have is beginning 
next week, on September 24th, you can vote in person, early at your clerk's office. You simply show up 
to your local clerk's office, complete the form, receive your ballot, fill it out right then and there, and 
you can return it and you will have voted. You can do this and exercise this option up until 4:00 PM on 
Monday, November 2nd. Finally, as I mentioned, you always will have that ability to vote in person at 
your local precinct on election day. If you do want to exercise that option, you can confirm the location 
of your local precinct at michigan.gov/vote. When you do show up to vote on election day at your local
precinct, you will be greeted by poll workers, wearing masks, gloves, and face shields. You will find 
the precinct to be sanitized with social distancing guidelines and protocols in place to protect your 
health and ensure that you don't risk your health in casting your vote in person. Finally, democracy is a 
team sport. We are on track to have a successful election, but we need everyone to do their part to 
ensure that we pass that finish line successfully. Our clerks are doing their part, working tirelessly as 
they have all year to juggle unprecedented demands and challenges, while embracing record turnout 
and centrally processing more absentee ballots than ever before. Please thank your local clerks, because
they are the true heroes in our effort to ensure secure, accessible election, amid record turnout. You can 
also sign up to join them as a poll worker, one of democracy's most valuable players at 
michigan.gov/democracy MVP. But when our polls close on election night know that many of our 
clerks and their election workers will be working through the night to ensure that they process these 
ballots and count them securely and efficiently, so that our results, when they are ultimately reported 
are truly an accurate reflection of the will of the people. For our legislature and our federal government,
we do need more support. We need to update our laws here in Michigan to ensure, among other things, 
that ballots sent prior to election day, but and postmarked as such but received after election day, 
perhaps a day or two after election, still count, because no voter should be disenfranchised due to the 
delays in the postal service. We still also need more time to process absentee ballots prior to election 
day. While I joined the Governor and thanking the State Senate for passing a reform that is indeed a 
step in the right direction, states like Florida, Kentucky, North Carolina, Ohio, and many others have 
additional days and time that go beyond the 10 hours granted in the legislation passed it yesterday. The 
State Senate proposal will ultimately net our clerks on average, of three additional hours to process a 
ballot, and that is simply not enough if we're going to meet the extraordinary demands that our clerks 
and our Absentee County boards will be facing this fall. Finally, I remain hopeful that the federal 
government will include additional funding this year to ensures states are able to meet the unique needs
of successfully managing an election, with record-breaking turnout in the midst of a pandemic. But for 
all of us, we also need to fight the efforts that will escalate in the coming weeks, that are designed to 
prey on the anxiety and use fear of the unknown to cause confusion and falsely make our citizens afraid
to vote by mail or in person. I ask all of you, if you see or hear anything suspicious, anything that 
sounds wrong or that's just plain confusing about your right to vote this year, report it to my office. You



can send an email to us at misinformation@michigan.gov. Again, that is 
misinformation@michigan.gov. When you see something, say something and enable us to respond with
trusted information that you can rely on to protect your voice and your vote this year. We've also set up 
a website, michigan.gov/electionsecurity, where you can track responses to these reports, as well as 
track everything we're doing to secure your vote and our elections this year. We're entering the final 
stretch of what may be one of the most contentious, highly-polarized election cycles that any of us have
ever seen. We can, and we will succeed to ensure our voices, the voices of all of our citizens are heard 
and that every vote is counted. But it's going to take every single one of us working together, making a 
plan to vote and remaining vigilant against attempts to misinform our citizens, to ensure that we 
crossed that finish line successfully. Yesterday, my office launched our Democracy Partners Program to
celebrate many of the nonpartisan partners that have joined with us this year in ensuring that we 
provide support to meet these extraordinary needs. I'm proud to be joined by some of these partners 
today, and I want to turn it over to them, to share their work and commitment to democracy. Thank you.
Wendell Anthony: Let me say good afternoon to everyone. I'm Wendell Anthony, President, Detroit 
branch NAACP. Let me thank Governor Gretchen Whitmer for her stellar leadership in this COVID- 19
experience. She has been bold. She has been targeted and she's not letting anybody take her off point. 
Let me also acknowledge the work of Secretary of State and Jocelyn Benson. Michigan used to be 
among the last, when it comes to voting preparation, participation and education and protection. Now 
we're really about number one, same-day voter registration, applications, and also the ability to do early
voting. Those are steps. We also thank the Senate for taking one step in terms of giving an extra day for
the count, but we need them to take through two, three, four, or five, because this is just not enough, 
but it is just the beginning. Today, I'm pleased to join with the Governor and the Secretary of State in 
the noble effort to reassure Michiganders that our elections are safe, secure, and that all votes will be 
counted. In this era of voter suppression, along with the misinformation and miscommunication from 
some of our nation's leading officials, we must speak up and speak out now. €¦ one of our nation's 
leading officials, we must speak up and speak out now. It is vitally important that the citizens know that
we still live in a democracy. Voting is at the very heart and essence of preserving our republic. The 
Detroit Branch NACP remains committed to voter participation, preparation, and the general public of 
their rights as citizens, their access to the voting booth, absentee balloting, and the elimination of any 
barriers to exercise their constitutional right to vote. We are here to urge every citizen to think critically
about any information that you hear to be contrary. Further, we want to indicate our commitment to 
protecting the rights of our citizens in the exercising of their civic duty. We at the Detroit Branch are 
assembling the largest body of lawyers and advisors for the November general election. We will not 
tolerate any individual or groups that threaten our seek to prevent members of any group from 
exercising their right to vote. We look forward to working with Secretary Benson's office as we urge 
you also to utilize the email misinformation@michigan.gov or call the Michigan Bureau of Elections. 
We will not just depend upon the US Postal Service or any other institution that may have leaders 
standing in the doorway of providing access to the voting booth. Every citizen has a stake in the 
outcome of this election. We must all work fervently to make certain that no elected or appointed 
official is able to drive a stake in the heart of this election. We will have monitors and observers leading
up to and on election day. This is our time. This is our day. This is our responsibility. We should not be 
turned back by those who seek to destroy democracy, eliminate opportunity, and disrupt the quality of 
life in our communities. Let us always remember the words and one of the founding members of our 
nation, Thomas Jefferson, €œThe will of the people is the only legitimate foundation of any 
government and to protect its free expression should be our first object. € We are here today to 
indicate our support in the effort to defend and protect the free expression of the voting electorate. Now
it is not the time to step back. Now is the time to step up and there take your souls to the polls and vote 
like your life depends upon it because quite frankly, it does. Judy Karandjeff: Good afternoon. My 



name's Judy Karandjeff and I'm recent, past president for the League of Women Voters of Michigan. I 
too want to thank the governor and secretary of state and Dr. J for all of the work you have done to 
prepare for the election and to keep us informed about COVID. The League of Women Voters is a 
nonpartisan organization that promotes political responsibility through informed and active 
participation in government. We are celebrating our hundredth anniversary. We host candidate forums 
that hopefully many of you have attended that educate voters and candidates and races at the federal, 
state and local level. Through print and online voter guides, including Vote411.org, we provide voters 
with essential information about the candidates and ballot issues so they can make informed decisions. 
They also have important information about election dates, voter, registration, and other issues. We 
encourage all voters to turn to trusted sources of information like our voter guides, like Vote411.org and
the information provided by the secretary of state and local election clerks. We will work with all of 
you here today to assure that if anyone sees the election information that is untrue or suspicious, they 
report it to the Department of State by emailing misinformation@michigan.gov. Thank you. Nada Al-
Hanooti: Hello. First I would like to thank the governor and the secretary of state's leadership during 
this pandemic. My name is Nada Al-Hanooti and I am the executive director of Emgage, Michigan. 
And we are a nonprofit focused on getting the Muslim and minority communities, politically engaged 
and equal participants in our democracy. On behalf of Emgage, Michigan, I am so proud to announce 
our partnership with the Michigan secretary of state to get out the vote. We are committed to turning 
out Michigan Muslims, and we are anticipating an unprecedented large number of voters thanks to the 
Secretary Benson's work to inform voters how to vote safely in their homes. Our job at Emgage is also 
to educate the community on the process and their rights. We are encouraging all voters who are 
vulnerable to COVID-19 to vote in the safety of their homes. If voters wish to vote in person, we are 
encouraging them to vote early in their city clerk office starting on September 24th. We are working 
hard to make sure every vote is counted, but we need your help. As Secretary Benson mentioned, 
Michigan citizens can support our elections by serving as election workers. We are specifically looking 
for poll workers who are multilingual to serve our minority communities. PPE is also provided to all 
poll workers and all polls are kept clean to keep voters and the workers safe. Please sign up at 
michigan.gov/democracymvp to empower all voters this November. Thank you so much for your time 
and let's get out the vote early and on Tuesday, November 3rd. Thank you. 
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The 8th Day: Governor Whitmer Holds Press Conference on September 2nd, 2020

Coverage: 

Governor Whitmer held a press conference on Wednesday, September 2nd.   Along with Governor 
Whitmer, Lieutenant Governor Garlin Gilchrist, Dr. Joneigh Kahldun, Sandy Pierce, and Hector 
Hernandez spoke.   Listen to the entire press conference below or keep ready for a full transcript. 
Gretchen Whitmer: Good afternoon. Today is Wednesday, September 2nd, and I am joined today by the
Lieutenant Governor Garlin Gilchrist, our chief medical executive, Dr. Janae Khaldun, Sandy Pierce, 
the senior executive vice president of Huntington Bank, and Hector Hernandez, the executive director 
of Southwest Economic Solutions. Today, we have two exciting announcements that will help us slow 
the spread of COVID-19 and provide some much needed support to small business owners. First, to 
ensure that we remove as many barriers as possible to ensure that COVID-19 testing is accessible for 
all Michiganders, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services is partnering with 
community organizations to launch 12 neighborhood testing sites by the end of the week, and more 



than 20 across the state in coming weeks. This is a crucial part of our work that is being done by the 
Michigan COVID-19 task force on racial disparities, which is chaired by the Lieutenant Governor 
Garlin Gilchrist, and will make it easier for Michiganders to access testing right near home, in their 
own backyards. Testing will be free and hosted by trusted community partners, including churches and 
community colleges and nonprofit organizations. Three sites have started testing in Detroit with 
additional sites coming online this week in Albion, in Detroit, in Ecorse, Flint, Grayling, and Roseville. 
Additional sites are slated for Benton Harbor, Grand Rapids, Lansing, Muskegon, Niles, Saginaw, and 
Wayne in the coming weeks. Testing is absolutely front and center because part of our robust testing 
plan is absolutely essential to safely and responsibly opening and sustaining an open economy and 
schools. Expanding testing saves lives and protects the brave men and women who have stayed on the 
front lines throughout this crisis and help our economy in the long run. So this is one of the most 
crucial fights that we have in continuing to fight this virus. This is an incredibly important tool, and 
we're going to continue to do everything we can to help Michiganders access it. Sandy Pierce is also 
here today to talk about an exciting investment Huntington Bank is making in our state. Right now, 
Michigan businesses and businesses across the country are hurting as a result of COVID-19 and the 
lack of support from the federal government and lack of access to capital. Our small business owners 
need help. And that's why today the commitment that is being announced by Huntington Bank to 
provide crucial support for Michigan businesses, consumers, and communities is a big deal. And I'll let 
Sandy do more of the deep dive into what it is precisely, but it's really great news for our small 
businesses and business owners who've been facing unprecedented challenges as we've navigated 
COVID-19 over these last six months. And the small business lending program will help women and 
minority and veteran owned businesses as well. So these are Michiganders who've been spending their 
lives building business here in Michigan. They've been struggling and they need help now more than 
ever. And so Huntington Bank's commitment to doing this here in Michigan and elsewhere is really 
something that's phenomenal support for people in Michigan. So we're grateful for that. And I also 
want to thank the team at General Motors, who yesterday announced that they're going to be donating 
two million face masks to Michigan public schools as a part of the State of Michigan's My Mask Aid 
Partnership. GM's contribution includes 750,000 child sized masks for elementary students. And they 
will be for delivery about September 14th and 15th, and 1.25 million adult size masks for high school 
students, faculty and staff, which will be ready for delivery by September 28th. Until there's a vaccine, 
it's going to be absolutely essential that we all continue to mask up. It is singularly the best tool we 
have to fight COVID-19 and we want to make sure that everyone in our state has access to a mask. So 
we're grateful for GMs partnership and dedication to protecting our students and educators during this 
time. And I look forward to working with everyone to help make sure that we've got masks for those, 
especially who need them and are most vulnerable in our state. All of these initiatives are important to 
helping us continue fighting COVID-19 and the pandemic and to protect our small business owners. 
But if we're going to get through this, we need to have additional support from the federal government. 
This morning, I met with White House coronavirus task force coordinator, Dr. Deborah Birx, to discuss
Michigan's response to the COVID-19 pandemic. And I want to start by acknowledging that Dr. Birx 
was very impressed with what we have all done together as a state here in Michigan. We are in a 
stronger position because people have taken this seriously and done their part. And that's something for 
which we should all be proud. But we also have to recognize it's tenuous and we've got to not drop our 
guard. The virus is still a very real threat to our families, to our frontline workers, to our economy, our 
businesses. And we really do need more leadership at the federal level to help us expand testing, to 
ensure that everyone wears their mask while they're in public, to support our frontline workers, our 
small businesses, to help support our kids in trying to get their education, and so of course we can 
protect lives. I reiterated to Dr. Birx the need for federal support during our meeting, specifically the 
need for clear and consistent guidance from the federal government, including a national mask mandate
that could save thousands of American lives, full federal funding from the Michigan National Guard to 



support our testing operations in vulnerable settings, like nursing homes and prisons. And I also 
expressed my concerns about the CDC's abrupt change last week to discourage asymptomatic testing, 
even among individuals who may have been exposed. We know that that is bad counsel. We know the 
more testing we do is better. Dr. Birx acknowledged that as well. So this updated guidance, while 
voluntary, it really runs counter to what the best practice is and the best science is. So I'm hopeful that 
Dr. Birx will be able to take that message back to the president in order to help us protect families. I've 
recently and consistently called on the Trump Administration and Senator McConnell to get this fourth 
supplemental completed. We don't have time to waste. We're now approaching 200,000 American 
deaths from the virus, untold sacrifice has been made all across this country, deaths that could have 
been prevented had we had more of a national strategy. And the fight is still far from over. We're six 
months into it and yet we know that we are still- Into it and yet we know that we are still very much in 
it for now and for the time to come. So we've got to find leaders who are going to find some common 
ground and get this done. So I will continue to keep doing my part and I'm hopeful that those in 
Washington, D.C. will be able to do theirs, and with that, I will turn it over to the lieutenant governor 
Garlin Gilchrist. Garlin Gilchrist: Thank you Governor and good afternoon everyone. I also want to 
thank for her service Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, our chief medical existence and welcome Sandy Pierce and 
Hector Hernandez. We are very excited about the partnership and frankly the leadership that you're 
showing for the people and the businesses and the communities across the state of Michigan through 
your efforts. Thank you very much. You know when COVID-19 was first detected in Michigan, there 
were a lot of unknowns but we knew that testing would be key to helping us get answers. That is why 
we went to work immediately in Michigan to find ways to quickly expand testing across our state and 
made it a priority. We quickly realized that testing will be needed on a massive scale so we began to 
take steps to innovate, to open up drive-through testing sites, where frontline medical professionals 
could safely administer tests in larger quantities. Drive-through testing sites, they revolutionized the 
way that we administer tests and they've been a critical tool to understanding how the virus has spread 
throughout our communities. But it became clear that we needed to implement additional guidance as 
well around testing protocols at those drive-through sites. If you had symptoms but didn't have a 
doctor, we made sure you'd get a test. If you didn't have symptoms but were in contact with someone 
who did, we made sure you'd get a test. If you needed a test but didn't have insurance or the financial 
means to get a test, we made sure that you could get a test. Michigan was on the cutting edge of testing 
guidelines which allowed basically anyone who needed a test to get one and that is thanks to the 
specific leadership of Dr. Khaldun. But even then, we knew that it wasn't enough just to do drive-
through testing. In the city of Detroit for example, about 30% of people don't have their own car and so
up until just recently, before I took office, I was one of those people who didn't have a car for my 
family to get around. This is problematic because if you're relying upon public transportation, you can't
take a bus through a drive-through. So we worked to make walk-up testing, mobile testing readily 
accessible to people. We realized that it might be unfeasible for some people to even get to one of those
walk-up testing sites. So we didn't want COVID-19 positive patients spreading the virus by taking 
public transportation and not being able to take it to your testing so in partnership with Ford and Wayne
State University and with the support of the Michigan Coronavirus Taskforce on Racial Disparities 
members, we began this pilot program to expand testing capabilities to some of the hardest hit 
neighborhoods. I specifically want to thank taskforce member and Congresswoman Brenda Lawrence 
for securing federal funding as part of the CARES Act to make this much-needed program and to help 
it scale. Through this program, Michigan residents could get crucial testing done right in their 
communities and really help them to be able to [inaudible 00:15:35] door to treatment. This 
announcement is another example of how Michigan continues to lead the way in terms of testing our 
people, not the other way around. The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services is 
partnering with these neighborhood organizations and partners to launch 12 testing sites this week and 
20 across the state in the coming weeks. When we look at testing in Michigan versus other states, it's 



literally a night and day differences. We have worked diligently excuse me, to expand access to testing 
and remove the barriers that limit people from getting the resources they need during this pandemic. In 
Michigan, nearly every insurance company has agreed to cover testing. In Michigan, residents without 
insurance can get tested at no charge. In Michigan, people can get tested whether they have symptoms 
or not, and our testing sites are open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. to give people maximum flexibility 
within their work schedules, it doesn't matter what shift you're working, late shift or the morning shift. 
We've made tremendous progress here in our state and I want to thank all of the medical professionals 
and all of the volunteers and the professionals across the board who've helped to make this testing 
infrastructure a reality. Until everyone however gets a test who needs a test, we still have work to do. 
The reality is that the effects of COVID-19 will be felt long after there is a vaccine and it will be felt in 
even greater magnitude in those communities that were impacted the most and often disproportionately 
so. The Coronavirus Taskforce on Racial Disparities' mission was to identify immediate solutions to 
protect the health and safety of communities of color hardest hit by COVID-19 and then connect that to
the longer term work, knowing that that will strengthen our state's overall public health response to this
pandemic. But we also, as a group, took it upon ourselves to look at the underlying or systemic issues 
that have created the conditions for unnecessary suffering during this pandemic. When it comes to the 
economy, we found that the road to recovery is going to be more difficult for non-white, women, 
veteran and otherwise disadvantaged business owners. Just to give you an example, in Michigan, under 
the first [inaudible 00:17:57] of the Paycheck Protection Program, the PPP program, 786 Michigan 
restaurants got a grant of at least $150,000.00. Guess how many of those were black-owned 
restaurants? Only one. A report from the University of Michigan found that nearly half of black 
Detroiters and a third of Latino Detroiters say they have lost their jobs or got their hours cut due to this 
pandemic and about 40% of minority-owned businesses may not have the financial means to open 
again once we are on the other side of this pandemic. The coronavirus itself does not discriminate, but 
it is a parasite that feeds on the inequities that are historic and that are current in our society. It is our 
generation's responsibility to address this head-on and our administration is working to do just that. The
story of black people in America is one that acts like a pendulum that swings between pain and 
progress, but just like a pendulum, it requires some force, someone, or something, pulling the 
pendulum to one side or the other. I want to thank Huntington Bank for their efforts in investment and 
being that force that pushes that pendulum for our smallest businesses toward program. Their $5 billion
investment will help ensure that otherwise disadvantaged entrepreneurs who operate our favorite small 
businesses, the ones that create an identity for our communities, get the help they need to beat this virus
too. We will continue to find innovative ways to overcome the challenges that we face as a state. I want
to thank the members of the Michigan Coronavirus Taskforce on Racial Disparities for their leadership 
throughout this process, and that many members of our state government departments and agencies and
our community partners who have stepped up as well. With that, I want to turn this over to Dr. Joneigh 
Khaldun for her update. Thank you all. Please continue to mask up and stand tall for the great state of 
Michigan. Dr. Joneigh Khaldun Good afternoon. Thank you Governor and Lieutenant Governor. So 
today, we are announcing 103,710 total cases of COVID-19 and 6,509 deaths here in the state of 
Michigan. Michigan's overall case rate is at 59 cases per million people per day and has declined in the 
past week. The Detroit region still has the highest case rate at 66 cases per million people, but the 
number of cases in this region is declining. The Traverse City and Upper Peninsula regions both have 
over 40 cases per million people per day and we are continuing to watch both of these areas very, very 
closely. The Traverse City region has had an increase over the past three weeks and both regions 
actually continue to have cases higher than they were a few months ago. The Grand Rapids region is at 
59 cases per million people per day. It has had a recent increase in the case rate as well as the percent of
tests that are coming back positive. The Saginaw and Kalamazoo regions are at 56 and 50 cases per 
million population respectively. The Saginaw region has been trending down while Kalamazoo's case 
rate has been increasing. The Jackson and Lansing regions are both under 40 cases per million people 



and declining which is good and as a state, we also continue to track our positivity rates. Right now as a
state we are at 3.1% of our tests that are coming back positive and that number has decreased over the 
past week. As you all know we're also tracking our outbreaks. Last week our local health departments 
identified 93 new outbreaks that they were investigating. I also know there has been a lot of interest in 
understanding outbreaks at schools which is very understandable so we're currently working with our 
local health departments to gather names of specific schools that have outbreaks associated with them. 
We're working with them to make sure we're receiving accurate data and also from the local health 
departments because they are actually obtaining this data through their case investigations. We expect 
to be able to post that information on our website in the next two weeks. I continue to be incredibly 
proud of the dedication and the expertise of our local health officers and their staff who are really on 
the frontlines of fighting this disease and we're going to continue to work with them to update our data 
reporting. We're also making great progress as the lieutenant governor mentioned with testing across 
this state. We're testing over 2% of our population a week and last week, we ranked fifth in the country 
when it comes to the number of daily tests that we're running. That's over 30,000 tests a day. Michigan 
remains committed to making sure anyone who needs a test can get a test. This includes people who 
don't have symptoms but may have been exposed and that's incredibly important. I'm excited to 
announce a partnership between the Racial Disparities Taskforce chaired by the lieutenant governor and
I want to thank him for his leadership there as well but also the many community organizations that are
adding several additional COVID-19 testing sites across the state. If you need a test, please do not 
delay. You can go to our website, www.michigan.gov/coronavirustest to find the site nearest you. We 
also know that unfortunately COVID-19 has highlighted another important public health crisis, the 
opioid epidemic. This past Monday was International Overdose Awareness Day. An estimated five 
Michiganders lose their lives to an opioid overdose every single day. From April through July, EMS 
responses for opioid overdoses in the state were 22% higher than they were during the same timeframe 
last year. I've treated far too many people in the emergency department with opioid use disorder and 
I've seen far too many people die. €¦ disorder and I've seen far too many people die. What we also know
is that many people who overdose are not even making it to an emergency department because they 
declined to come to the ER after EMS has treated them. This has also increased during the COVID-19 
pandemic. This means that EMS professionals maybe the only healthcare provider that these people 
interact with. I'm incredibly proud of our announcement earlier this week that EMS first responders 
will also now be able to leave behind the Naloxone the life saving opioid reversal medication for 
patients who overdose, but choose not to come to an emergency department. Making sure they and 
their family members and friends have Naloxone will save lives. We have to be continued to be 
mindful of the impacts COVID-19 is having not only on physical health, but also mental health and 
those who may be struggling with substance use disorders. If you or someone you know is having 
trouble with a substance use disorder, please do seek help. You can visit our website at 
www.michigan.gov/staywell to learn more. This year has certainly been challenging and I encourage all
of us to continue to take care of ourselves and each other, as we fight this crisis. Let's also, again, keep 
on wearing our mask, washing our hands, maintaining our social distance and please this season, get 
your flu shot. Keep doing the basics and I'm sure we will get through this together. Sandy Pierce: 
Thank you, Governor Whitmer, Lieutenant Governor Gilchrist and Dr. J. Good afternoon. I'm Sandy 
Pierce and I'm Huntington Bank's Chair of Michigan. Huntington's purpose is to make people's lives 
better, help businesses thrive and strengthen the communities that we're privileged to serve. Governor, 
we appreciate your administration's leadership and service through the pandemic, your efforts to 
support social justice and your response to the catastrophic flooding in mid Michigan. Huntington has a
long history of serving our communities and in light of the current challenges facing our state, we're 
seeking to join others in advancing social equity and economic inclusion for all people in the 
communities that we serve. We do this because our purpose leads us to do more. Today I'm really 
excited to announce Huntington Bank's $5 billion commitment to help boost economic opportunity for 



people and businesses throughout our great state. This five year commitment, part of our new 2020 
community plan, will focus on small business support, social equity, economic inclusion, and 
affordable housing. Michigan's my home. As someone born and raised in the city of Detroit, I see the 
effect the pandemic is having on Michigan's consumers and small businesses in all areas of the state. 
The governor is leading through a moment of unprecedented challenge. The people of Michigan are 
strong and we're resilient, but many need and are seeking greater stability and certainly economic 
opportunity. Huntington's 2020 community plan will enable us to do more in three focus areas. Let me 
start with the first. Access to capital. We're investing in small business, with special emphasis on those 
run by minorities, women and veteran owners. We want to help bring business owners the relief, the 
recovery and the growth they are seeking as the cornerstones of the American economy. Our second 
focus, affordable housing and home ownership. Huntington is expanding lending programs and 
educational services to support increased home ownership by minority and low to moderate income 
borrowers across all of Michigan. We will help to enable opportunities for first time home buyers, 
improve housing security and create generational wealth through home ownership. Our third area of 
focus, community lending and investment. Huntington is committed to removing the barriers to 
banking that still exists for some consumers and businesses and we're investing to support our 
communities efforts related to affordable housing, food security, workforce development and social 
equity. Huntington's 2020 community plan was developed in cooperation with the governor's 
administration, as well as all of our community partners throughout the state who share our 
commitment for looking out for people. I am so pleased that our friend and partner Hector Hernandez 
from Southwest Economic Solutions is with us today. Thank you Hector for joining. We look forward 
to continuing our conversations with the governor and our community partners and find more ways that
we can continue to work together to address the real needs of underserved consumers, underserved 
businesses and the communities that we all live and work in across our great state. Thank you and stay 
safe. Hector Hernandez: Good afternoon. My name is Hector Hernandez. I'm the executive director for 
Southwest Economic Solutions. We're part of the Southwest Solutions family. I'm also a founding 
member of the Huntington Bank national community advisory council. Southwest Solutions celebrates 
our 50th year in operation in 2020. Our mission is to enhance the quality of life, success and self 
sufficiency of the individuals and families in Detroit. We offer over 40 services and they include mental
health counseling, children and youth services and affordable and supportive housing among others. I 
lead Southwest Economic Solutions and we help individuals achieve greater economic success by 
integrating programs that help promote and preserve home ownership, financial literacy, adult learning,
workforce development and entrepreneurship. I'd be remiss if I didn't thank Governor Whitmer, 
Lieutenant governor Gilcrest, Dr. J, for their stalwart leadership throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Your strategies and executive orders have worked. You save countless size and we are grateful. I'd like 
to applaud Sandy Pierce and the entire Huntington Bank team for their exemplary commitment, to 
engagement with their communities, listening to their needs and then creating products tailored to 
address those needs. It's refreshing to partner with a bank that custom creates solutions based on data 
and input from their community partners and not simply rolling out prescriptive solutions of their own 
creation. Systemic barriers to economic inclusion are deep rooted and overcoming them will necessitate
creative partnerships, sustained investment, with locally based nonprofit organizations. Southwest 
Solutions has created an integrated model that meets individuals where they are through a coaching 
model, partnered with them to achieve initial and subsequent goals. In 50 years of work, Southwest 
Solutions has created an impactful collective impact model and partnerships like this one with our 
organization will enable us to scale our work. Equitable opportunities in our communities are achieved 
through investments that create homeowners via accessible mortgage products, credit building tools 
and incentives that enable first time home buyer to realize their dream of home ownership. We met 
with the Huntington team yesterday, as a matter of fact, regarding an initiative we've started in the 
Chadsey Condon community, which is a neighborhood just West of Corktown and down the street from



the train station along Michigan Avenue. We've created a model that helps families that are currently 
renting their homes become first time homeowners. Newbury Homes is the name of the development 
and it had 60 single family infill units, tax credit units that expired and so those families were 
continuing to rent, but when we acquire those properties under the tax credit model, we've been able to 
work with those individuals, help them successfully convert from renters to homeowners. So far we've 
converted 28 of the 60 occupants to homeowners and in, I think every instance except for maybe one, 
they're paying less on their mortgage now than they were in rent previously. This model is a sustainable
model. We believe it can be replicated with the nearly 1000 units of expiring single family tax credits 
throughout the city in the coming years, preserve them for LMI homeowners as well. For those 
homeowners struggling to keep their homes as a result of the pandemic, Huntington Bank is listening to
its community partners and working to support our counseling work to mitigate foreclosure and keep 
people in their homes. Alleviating and disrupting poverty in our communities necessitates 
comprehensive and integrated investments in adult learning and job training for in demand sectors. Our
early learning program, youth build, career center, programs provide foundational skill building that 
includes GED and coaching that results in sustainable employment for Detroiters. We're talking about 
jobs in sectors such as the skilled trade sectors like plumbing, HVAC, electrical, manufacturing, as well
as construction just to name a few. It also includes financial education and Huntington Bank has always
been a willing partner to actually present at our financial workshops and help our individuals learn the 
ins and outs of financial management. We've met with the Huntington development team yesterday, as 
a matter of fact, to discuss an exciting new community development strategy that blends all the great 
work that Southwest Solutions does, all 40 programs, to convert that same Chadsey Condon 
neighborhood, into a place where legacy Detroiters can live, work and play in an affordable setting, just
a stone's throw away from Corktown and the train station. All the components are there to create an 
equitable model that can be replicated in other Detroit neighborhoods. Last but not least small business 
lending to entrepreneurs is a critical component to job creation and family wealth. Our prosperous 
Detroit program has trained over 1000 neighborhood-based entrepreneurs and approved close to a 
hundred micro loans to launch their businesses. In most instances, our microloans are the only willing 
lending option for them. We can do more and we are exploring collaborative opportunities with 
Huntington Bank to create and secure more lending capital. We all know that locally based micro 
lending providers support the entrepreneurial seeds of hope that our communities of color so 
desperately need. One successful example €¦ €¦ that our communities of color so desperately need. One 
successful example is Mamba Hamissi, a refugee from East Africa. He and his wife graduated from our
program and are about to open Baobab Fare, a restaurant featuring East African food in Detroit's new 
center community. We're proud of them. This unprecedented five year investment by Huntington Bank 
is extraordinary and it sets the bar for strategically impactful investments to help address longstanding 
structural inequities in our cities. I applaud and thank the entire Huntington team as well as NCRC for 
their efforts to help shape and create this plan as well. Thank you. Gretchen Whitmer Thank you, Sandy
and Hector for joining us today, we really appreciate it. I'm going to open it up for a few questions, but 
before we get started, want to say a few words about gyms and organized sports. I know a lot of people 
are feeling anxious, our students and parents and coaches, and small business owners. And I also know 
Michiganders, me included, love sports. We love to compete, it is in our DNA, and it's a part of what 
makes this state so special. When it comes to battling COVID-19 we all have to be on the same team. 
And I want people to understand that we are working around the clock and have been throughout the 
duration to ensure that every determination is made with the best expertise, the best protocols, 
following the best science. And that's what we've continued to do and that's how we will continue to 
operate. It's what also has contributed to Michigan being in the strong position that we are relative to 
the rest of the country. And we have to get this right. So we take this very seriously and the decisions 
that I will make in the coming days and announce are made in a way that will be protecting athletes and
families and coaches and p[limit]
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