
WHMX Quarterly Issues Report 

April 1 – June 30, 2020 

 

Section I.   Issues 
 

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in this quarter: 

 

A. Education:  Changes in education that impact the community. 

 

B. Health and Safety:  Issues dealing with health and local safety and/or crime that impact the community. 

 

C. Family Issues:  Issues that directly impact families, youth and religion. 

 

D. State and Local Economy:  Issues affecting the state, local residents and personal finances 

 

E. Other:  Other Issues of significant importance to the local community. 

 

 

Section II.  Responsive Programs 
 

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above-referenced issues.   Programming 

dealing with each issue is set out below:  

A.  Education 
Solution FM with Tim   04/01/20  12:20 PM   News Clip 

Maine’s statewide standardized tests, an annual feature of the spring school calendar, are canceled for this 

school year due to the school closures caused by COVID-19. 

Solution FM with Tim   04/07/20  10:30 AM   News Clip 

The University of Maine system is working to expand Wi-Fi coverage in the state to help those who don’t have 

internet access at home. More than 140 Wi-Fi networks in K-12 schools, Libraries, and on University campuses 

have been adjusted to allow public access. They’re calling it Study-From-Car Wi-Fi. People will be able to 

drive up and park near a building with a free Wi-Fi hotspot, then hook up to it.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/07/20  12:00 PM   News Clip 

There is an online fundraiser for helping those Bangor kids without internet get what they need for school and 

remote learning. As of this writing it is 44% of the way toward it's $60,000 goal of acquiring the resources to 

get internet access for the approximately 350 Bangor students who currently don't have it.  We are trying to get 

over the finish line, and time is of the essence.  The donation link is below. 

https://justgiving.com/campaign/remotelearning4bangor?fbclid=IwAR3jScc_fxpuj4o1V6MadUms8lbMTGUst

ScisnpAueTKqI8fz0o5DhCwsVM 

Solution FM with Tim   04/08/20  10:10 12:30 PM  News Clip 

The Maine Department of Education director is recommending, with Governor Janet Mills' support, that schools 

complete the 2019/20 school year with remote learning due to the coronavirus pandemic.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/09/20  1:45 PM   News Clip 

Maine DOE delivers tablets to Piscataquis County Schools to help with online learning during coronavirus, 

COVID-19 pandemic. The Maine Department of Education chose Piscataquis County because it had the highest 

number of students without connectivity in the state.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/23/20  10:30 AM   News Clip  

Full Court Press in Westbrook is donating special signs for Westbrook High School seniors to display in their 

yards. The company originally made 100 signs but had to make 50 more to meet the demand. 

https://justgiving.com/campaign/remotelearning4bangor?fbclid=IwAR3jScc_fxpuj4o1V6MadUms8lbMTGUstScisnpAueTKqI8fz0o5DhCwsVM
https://justgiving.com/campaign/remotelearning4bangor?fbclid=IwAR3jScc_fxpuj4o1V6MadUms8lbMTGUstScisnpAueTKqI8fz0o5DhCwsVM


Students have been sharing the signs on social media, allowing them to come together as a class, even if it's not 

how they expected. "To give them some attention at a time when they've kind of been out of school for six 

weeks, been detached from the school for six weeks, and just wanted a way to draw some attention to the 

graduates this year," Ed Symbol, of Full Court Press, said. The company is also selling signs for other schools 

in the area so people can show their support for the class of 2020.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/24/20  10:50 AM   News Clip  

The University of Maine Alumni Association is giving away free tuition for a year, which can be used by the 

winner or transferred to an undergrad. Anyone 18 years of age or older can enter to win this nearly $9,000 prize, 

that will cover 30 credit hours. Keep it for yourself or transfer it to your child, your friend's child, your 

grandchild, or maybe a stranger in need. It's up to you. To enter, you just need to get a ticket (or more than one), 

with a suggested donation of $5 each. The funds will be used to help continue the free tuition contest and to 

continue the Alumni Association's Student Ambassadors Program. Just fill out a form on the Maine Alumni 

Association website, and the ticket(s) will be delivered to your door via UPS.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/04/20  12:20 PM   News Clip 

Students at more than 25 universities are filing lawsuits demanding partial refunds on tuition and campus fees, 

saying they’re not getting the caliber of education they were promised. (My experience…tuition is cheaper 

online BUT some scholarships and grants don’t apply to online students)  

Solution FM with Tim   05/05/20  10:10 AM   News Clip 

Thank you, educators: It's Teacher Appreciation Day! From navigating classroom "Zoom bombings" to 

supporting students with no internet connection, this year, teachers across the nation have been stepping up in 

greater ways due to the coronavirus pandemic.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/06/20  1:40 PM   News Clip 

Maine is using $9M to help 24,000 students connect to the internet. The Department of Education has 

purchased more than 14,000 internet-enabled tablets, spokeswoman Kelli Deveaux said. Districts can choose 

either to have students use the tablets as learning tools or limit their capabilities and use them only as a source 

of wireless internet. The department has also ordered about 7,500 Chromebooks for students who were lacking 

devices. Both the tablets and Chromebooks will be shipped directly to the school districts that need them. 

Solution FM with Tim   05/07/20  12:20 PM   News Clip 

Bangor High School's graduation will be held on its originally scheduled date but will take place by way of a 

vehicle procession. The Class of 2020 will graduate on June 14th at 4 p.m. The ceremony will involve families 

gathering in their own vehicles and proceeding toward a podium on the school's campus. That's where the 

graduate will be allowed to get out of their car and proceed to the stage for their diploma. The entire event will 

be live-streamed by video and on Zone Radio.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/13/20  10:20 AM   News Clip 

Students and their engineering teacher at Baxter Academy designed, built and tested an emergency ventilator 

using off-the-shelf parts, with only a few tools and for a price tag of $1,500. Baxter Academy's ventilator was 

entered into a competition at Mass General in Boston a couple of weeks ago that is aiming to find the most 

rapidly deployable ventilator.  There were 213 entries from around the world and Baxter Academy's prototype 

made it to the top seven. They are the only high school group to make it to the finals and now have until June 

1st.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/14/20  11:10 AM   News Clip 

The Maine Principal's Association is planning to add E-sports as an activity starting this fall. Waterville and 

Cape Elizabeth did participate last year. The National Federation of State High School Association, which 

Maine is a part of, partnered with PlayVS which needs 20 schools for a championship. This past year the MPA 

schools were in a time zone league, on the east coast, with schools from other states since there were only 2. 

They hope to get 20 Maine schools for the fall and plan to offer Rocket League and League of Legends. The 

MPA hopes it will teach leadership and teamwork to many kids who aren't usually involved in many activities.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/18/20  10:30 AM   News Clip 

Maine Department of Education Commissioner Pender Makin announced Friday the department has secured 

internet access and/or devices for nearly 22,000 Maine students who did not have the ability to participate in 

remote learning.  

 



Solution FM with Tim   05/22/20  10:40 AM   News Clip 

So long, standardized testing: University of California regents unanimously vote to drop SAT and ACT 

admissions requirements. They suspended the SAT and ACT testing requirements for freshman applicants 

through 2024 and eliminate them for California students after that. They will focus on creating its own test "that 

better aligns with the content the University expects students to have mastered for college readiness" and its 

values. 

Solution FM with Tim   05/27/20  12:10 PM   News Clip 

Most Americans expect schools to reopen in the fall, but a stunning number of teachers and students may not be 

there. One poll indicates 1 in 5 teachers say they are unlikely to go back to school if their classrooms reopen in 

the fall. A separate poll of parents with at least one child in grades K-12 finds that 6 in 10 say they would be 

likely to pursue at-home learning options instead of sending them back this fall.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/03/20  1:15 PM   News Clip 

Husson University breaks ground on new business building. They hope the building will be finished in August 

of next year.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/04/20  1:50 PM   News Clip 

As Maine schools wait for some direction from the state to finalize their plans for reopening in the fall, at least 

one thing is clear: Schools will not be the same places they were before COVID-19. Whatever the new safety 

measures are, they will likely disrupt education as students know it and result in added expenses for school 

districts already operating on tight budgets.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/11/20  11:30 AM   News Clip 

Maine Community Colleges offering free online summer courses to high school seniors. So far 800 students 

have signed up. To learn more or to enroll, visit mccs.me.edu.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/16/20  12:50 PM   News Clip 

Bates College is considering a plan for reopening that would involve splitting semesters, masks and “a lot of 

hand sanitizer.” College President Clayton Spencer told alumni the college aims to open for students in early 

September and to send them home before Thanksgiving. They’ll take finals remotely. Among other changes: 

The college would divide the semester into two parts, with students taking two courses during each, to limit the 

disruption if the virus causes another closure.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/23/20  10:10 AM   News Clip 

Students enrolled in Maine's Catholic schools will head back to the classroom (following CDC guidelines) this 

fall five days a week with a full-day schedule. Before and aftercare at the schools will also reopen. 

Maine Catholic Schools is also working to develop remote learning for those who feel uncomfortable sending 

their kids back to school.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/23/20  12:40 PM   News Clip 

This week the University of Maine System Board of Trustees will consider a nearly $560 million budget that 

could mean a tuition hike for students. The Morning Sentinel reports the current budget proposal includes a 

nearly $6 million, unresolved budget gap. Within the proposed budget is an average 2-and-a-half percent tuition 

increase for in-state students.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/23/20  12:40 PM   News Clip 

Bowdoin College announces plans for return to campus. They will only allow a limited number of students to 

return. They are cancelling sports for the fall semester.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/25/20  1:20 PM   News Clip 

After stories of racism at Bangor High were reported… The Bangor School Committee passed a resolution on 

Wednesday condemning racism and declared their commitment to an inclusive environment for all.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/26/20  10:45 AM   News Clip 

Maine Principal's Association says high school athletes can begin workouts with coaches on July 6, some 

conferences have already decided to wait until August. The guidelines have a strong emphasis on safety and 

conditioning. The MPA has established two two-week phases in July, with no full team practices or 

competitions.  



 

B.  Health and Safety 
Solution FM with Tim   04/01/20  10:15 AM   News Clip 

Gov. Janet Mills said Tuesday that she will issue an order “insisting” that out-of-state visitors to Maine self-

quarantine for two weeks in what would be one of her strongest mandates yet in fighting the new coronavirus 

outbreak.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/01/20  10:15 AM   News Clip 

Gov. Janet Mills has issued a stay at home order. The order will go into effect at midnight on April 2 and lasts 

until April 30.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/01/20  11:30 AM   News Clip 

Northern Light Health has set up a COVID-19 screening hotline. It's a resource for those who are wondering 

whether they should get tested. The Screening Hotline number is 1-844-489-1822.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/03/20  11:45 AM   News Clip 

376 confirmed cases in Maine -The coronavirus outbreak has triggered a collapse in the U.S. workforce, with 10 

million people losing their jobs in the past two weeks.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/03/20  12:45 PM   News Clip 

The Hampden Police Department and Maine Warden Service have received complaints from citizens related to 

bear being on their property and eating out of their bird feeders. Please be aware that bear are coming out of 

hibernation and are looking for food. The Maine Warden Service recommends removing bird feeders and 

bringing your trash inside-particularly over the next few weeks. This will significantly reduce or eliminate bear 

sightings around your residence. If there is no food available-they will be less interested in roaming around your 

property. If you have any questions or concerns, call us at 862-4000 or the Maine Warden Service at 973-3700.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/06/20  11:45 AM   News Clip 

As of Sunday, 470 confirmed cases in Maine -L.L. Bean's factory in Brunswick is now making masks. The goal 

is 10,000 a day that will be sent to Maine Health facilities.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/07/20  12:20 PM   News Clip 

A model the White House is promoting predicts the U.S. to hit its COVID-19 peak next week.499 cases in 

Maine as of Monday. Up 29. The CDC is now encouraging the public to make your own cloth masks when out 

in public.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/08/20  11:50 AM   News Clip 

519 cases in Maine.  Gov. Janet Mills announced Tuesday that alternative healthcare sites will be set up in 

Bangor and Portland to prepare for any surge in COVID-19 cases that could require hospitalization. The 

National Guard will be working this week with the Maine Emergency Management Agency and Maine CDC. In 

Portland, the Cross Insurance Arena will hold at least 100 beds and, in Bangor, the Cross Insurance Center will 

hold at least 50 beds. Those sites should be completed by the end of next week, Mills said.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/09/20  10:15 AM   News Clip 

Health experts encourage people to stay active during stay-at-home orders.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/13/20  12:50 PM   News Clip 

19 Mainers have died out of 633 confirmed COVID-19 cases as of this weekend 

Solution FM with Tim   04/15/20  10:25 AM   News Clip 

As the State continues to respond to COVID-19, Governor Janet Mills signed a proclamation extending Maine’s 

state of civil emergency for another thirty days through May 15, 2020. This does not extend the current stay at 

home order but gives her the power to do so. Maine CDC reports 734 confirmed Maine coronavirus cases, 292 

recoveries, and 20 deaths due to COVID-19.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/15/20  10:50 AM   News Clip 

US clears first saliva test to help diagnose COVID-19. The test would prevent health care professionals from 

having to actually be in the face of somebody that is symptomatic.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/17/20  11:10 AM   News Clip 

The 54th Kenduskeag Stream Canoe Race was to be this weekend. The race cancelled by COVID-19. For some, 

it might still be tempting to take on the 16.5 mile traditional course. "We just can't risk it. It's going to be a 

beautiful Saturday, this weekend, but what we're recommending is go ahead be outside. But, don't go on the 



stream this weekend," says Bangor Parks and Recreation Assistant Director Debbie Gendreau, "People are 

going to want to try it because it should have been the 54th annual. But that's next year now. The water is 

raging, the stream is high, and every year the 3rd weekend in April we have over 50 rescue personnel. We're not 

going to have that this weekend here. We recommend people to do other things but don't go out on the stream."  

Solution FM with Tim   04/17/20  12:30 PM   News Clip 

(The President’s recommendations for a gradual return to normalcy) Places with declining infections and strong 

testing would begin a three-phase gradual reopening of businesses and schools. 

In phase one, the plan recommends strict social distancing for all people in public. Gatherings larger than 10 

people are to be avoided and nonessential travel is discouraged. In phase two, people are encouraged to 

maximize social distancing and limit gatherings to no more than 50 people unless precautionary measures are 

taken. Travel could resume. Phase three envisions a return to normalcy for most Americans, with a focus on 

identification and isolation of any new infections.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/21/20  11:45 AM   News Clip 

The Maine CDC's Dr. Nirav Shah says health officials need to proceed with caution, and not reopen the state 

too soon. Dr. Shah said we're actually in the middle of the outbreak, rather than nearing the end, as the slowing 

number of new cases would indicate. He said healthcare officials don't want to jump too quickly into the 

decision, but are proceeding with caution. The fear is that, if they reopen the state too quickly, there will be a 

second bump in confirmed cases. People will become more relaxed and won't be as conscious of social 

distancing, which helps prevent the virus from spreading. (875 cases in Maine. 35 Mainers have died)  

Solution FM with Tim   04/21/20  11:45 AM   News Clip 

A new model predicts that both Maine and the nation likely have a couple more weeks before COVID-19 deaths 

will reach their peak and start to decline.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/22/20  10:10 AM   News Clip 

A single vehicle accident near exit 180 has slowed traffic on the northbound side of I-95 near Hampden. Police 

are asking motorists to proceed with caution as freezing temperatures along with overnight rain has created icy 

conditions along the road. We will have more information when it becomes available. (As of 7am) (Sadly, the 

driver passed away). 

Solution FM with Tim   04/22/20  1:30 PM   News Clip  

The American Lung Association found Bangor is the 16th-cleanest city in the country, based on EPA data for 

year-round particle pollution. You can read the full report here: http://www.stateoftheair.org/  

Solution FM with Tim   04/23/20  12:15 PM   News Clip  

A 6th grader in Bangor has made a big switch. Instead of using his 3D printer to make toys, Brady Quirk is now 

making medical face masks to help during the coronavirus, COVID-19 spread! These masks are ones where you 

can change the air filter after each use. Even though it takes the 12-year-old 4 hours to make only one, Brady 

says it makes him happy to help people in his community. "I started printing them and then I kept going on 

because I wanted to see if people would like them and see if they would fit," said Quirk. "Well my dad had a 

friend in Kentucky that was stuck there because he was helping people with coronavirus and treating that, so he 

reached out and sent me a couple of links to a couple of websites to 3D print some masks," said Brady. Brady is 

using makethemasks.com to craft the Montana Mask at home. On this website, you can find the files for 3D 

printing these masks if you own a 3D printer at home and want to make some to give out to people that might 

need one. It takes him 4 hours to make one mask, so far Brady has made 20 of them.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/23/20  1:50 PM   News Clip  

Employees of Brunswick’s grocery stores, banks, convenience stores and any indoor, public-serving locations 

must wear masks or face coverings under a new town order.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/24/20  1:30 PM   News Clip  

Governor Mills said Thursday the state is "pursuing a cautious reopening" and has launched an online portal 

where the public can offer ideas about the eventual reopening of the state and how to do it safely.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/27/20  11:30 AM   News Clip 

Meat processing plants across the US are suspending operations as a result of the pandemic, and poultry giant 

Tyson is warning the closures could cause major gaps in the country’s food supply chain. The chairman of 

Tyson foods said millions of pounds of meat could disappear from grocery stores and restaurants, and millions 

of chickens, pigs and cows could be “depopulated” (read: killed) because farmers have no place to sell their 

http://www.stateoftheair.org/?fbclid=IwAR388s4O9WSuZY37AFdyaMD1cuEb7RNmyVU6zV_jtTXWUc8nn0B0Comoy-o


livestock and there’s no one in plants to process them. Such a scenario is already happening in Delaware and 

Maryland, where 2 million chickens are set to be euthanized due to a lack of employees in the region’s chicken 

processing plants. 

Solution FM with Tim   04/27/20  1:20 PM   News Clip 

According to WABI TV, the Maine State Police are reporting an increased amount of traffic stops for speeding. 

We're not just talking about people going a few miles per hour over the limit.  There's been a significant jump in 

the amount of people caught for criminal speeding - where someone is going at least 30 MPH over the 

limit.  Also, on the rise is the number of people stopped for speeding in construction zones, which carries 

double the normal fine.  Law enforcement officers warn that, even though we're going through a pandemic, they 

are still patrolling Maine's roads and highways.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/28/20  10:10 AM   News Clip 

The Maine Forest Service says we're having a higher than average Spring fire season in both numbers of fires 

and acreage burned. The forest service reminds people to always get a burn permit before burning brush. The 

state had 356 wildfires all of last year and is already up to 278 wildfires in 2020. For more information go to 

maineburnpermit.com  

Solution FM with Tim   04/29/20  10:30 AM   News Clip 

Maine Gov. Janet Mills announced Tuesday she will extend the state's stay-at-home order through May 31. The 

order will continue to have Maine people stay at home through May 31 "with limited exceptions for already 

permitted activities, such as grocery shopping or exercising." However, the order also will allow Maine people 

to visit businesses or participate in activities that are deemed safe to open under the first stage of the reopening 

plan.  

• The first stage of the plan, which starts Friday, does mandate that people wear cloth face coverings in 

public. It will continue the ban on public gatherings with more than 10 people and the 14-day 

requirement visitors to the state self-quarantine.  

• The second stage of the plan, set to start June 1, will continue envisions the reopening of restaurants and 

other public places such as retail store, again, so long as certain safety instructions are met 

• The third stage of the plan, which would cover July and August, allows for the reopening of bars, hotels 

and campgrounds. 

• The final stage of the plan, which has no determined start date, would lift restrictions and allowing all 

businesses and activities to resume with appropriate safety precautions.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/30/20  10:30 AM   News Clip 

This all goes into effect Friday, May 1st and runs through the end of the month. The order requires Mainers to 

wear a covering in public settings where physical distancing is difficult to maintain. Those indoor settings are 

grocery stores, retail stores, health care facilities, and pharmacies. Outside, you need a covering if you're 

waiting for takeout, visiting a playground, or are in a busy parking lot. It's also required you to wear a mask for 

public transportation including buses, taxis, and Ubers. There are some exceptions to the rule - like children 

under 2, those in child care, or those with medical conditions that make it difficult to wear a covering.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/01/20  10:20 AM   News Clip 

Starting Friday, health care providers can resume routine procedures and appointments that they have had to put 

on hold as the state has tried to stem the spread of the new coronavirus. Many providers say they will not reopen 

right away, and some, including dentists, say they still aren’t allowed to provide treatment other than emergency 

care.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/01/20  11:35 AM   News Clip 

The new normal…As travelers begin to return to the country's airports, they'll notice the changes meant to 

prevent the spread of the coronavirus. Starting Friday, masks will be mandatory for American, Delta and 

Frontier flight attendants. At that time, the airline will also begin distributing masks, sanitizing gel and 

disinfectant wipes to passengers.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/01/20  12:50 PM   News Clip 

Our mandatory lockdown continues thru May and masks are required when you cannot social distance. Phase 1 

starts today with VERY limited changes in Maine  

Solution FM with Tim   05/04/20  10:15 AM   News Clip 



Americans in more than 30 states are seeing relaxed coronavirus-related restrictions, with more easing set to 

take effect Monday. “46 days in the house was enough”  

Solution FM with Tim   05/04/20  10:50 AM   News Clip 

Pack your face mask when headed to the airport- Delta, United and JetBlue will require all passengers to wear 

face coverings beginning Monday. Delta and JetBlue will make them mandatory from the time passengers 

check in through the time they deplane. United said it will provide the required face coverings to passengers and 

the new policy will also make masks compulsory for other front-line employees such as pilots, customer service 

agents and ramp workers. Flight attendants for these airlines are already wearing masks. What else is changing? 

More airports may use machines to check passengers for fever and security checkpoints may have plexiglass 

shields between passengers and screeners.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/06/20  10:30 AM   News Clip 

National Nurses Week begins Wednesday, and this year’s celebration comes as medical professionals are 

working around the clock on the front lines of COVID-19.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/08/20  1:45 PM   News Clip 

Maine has acquired new testing kits that will more than triple the state's capabilities, which will make testing 

available to anyone suspected of having COVID-19, instead of just those who are considered "at risk."   

Solution FM with Tim   05/12/20  10:13 AM   News Clip 

Tuesday, the Maine National Guard will be a part of a nationwide salute called Operation American Resolve to 

those on the front line of the coronavirus pandemic. (Rain date is Thursday) Farmington – 10:30 a.m., 

Androscoggin Mill / Jay – 10:33 a.m., Central Maine Medical Center - CMMC – 10:40 a.m., Maine Veterans' 

Homes - Scarborough – 10:58 a.m., Maine Medical Center – 10:59 a.m., General Dynamics Bath Iron Works – 

11:06 a.m., VA Maine Healthcare System at Togus – 11:13 a.m., Augusta / MaineGeneral Health – 11:14 a.m., 

Houlton Regional Hospital – 11:51 a.m., Aroostook Medical Center - TAMC / Presque Isle – 12 p.m., Former 

Loring Air Force Base – 12:05 p.m., St. John River Valley – 12:09 p.m. 

Northern Maine Medical Center – 12:21 p.m., Millinocket Regional Hospital – 12:45 p.m., Maine Veterans' 

Homes - Bangor – 12:58 p.m., Northern Light Eastern Maine Medical Center-Bangor – 12:59 p.m., St. Joseph 

Hospital-Bangor – 1 p.m. 

Solution FM with Tim   05/12/20  11:50 AM   News Clip 

The “Drive Thru Box of Food Giveaway” has now provided communities potatoes, eggs and cheese in 10 

different giveaways since it began in Mars Hill on April 13, reaching people from Houlton to St. Agatha (Santa-

gat) The company has handed out 9,500 boxes and about 300,000 pounds of food across The County, said 

Lovley. It is one of many companies owned by Post Holdings participating in a nationwide giveaway that has 

provided 3.5 million pounds of free food nationwide. But a lot has changed since the giveaway began in March. 

At that time, many of Pineland Farm Potato Co.’s operations were slowed down because of the financial effects 

of COVID-19 and services across the state of Maine at a standstill.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/12/20  12:10 PM   News Clip 

Ticks are everywhere right now, check your pets and your clothes. 

Solution FM with Tim   05/13/20  11:45 AM   News Clip 

Accidental poisonings from disinfectants continue to rise…For the second consecutive month, accidental 

poisonings from misuse of disinfectants, bleach and hand sanitizers rose in April compared to last year, 

according to the American Association of Poison Control Centers. The AAPCC's National Poison Data System, 

which scrapes information from poison control centers across the nation, saw a spike of 122% in reported cases 

of accidental poisonings related to disinfectants, according to Forbes. That included a 77% jump for bleach and 

a 56% increase for hand sanitizer.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/13/20  12:20 PM   News Clip 

Maine is one of 11 states that has not already allowed dental practices to reopen and it's the only state without a 

reopening plan. Right now, dentists are only allowed to perform emergency procedures, and according to many 

dentists, that is going to have serious implications for Mainers long term oral health. If the CDC doesn’t have 

new guidelines in place by Monday, the state will defer to the American Dental Association, which has 

developed its own safety protocols.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/14/20  10:20 AM   News Clip 



Maine Gov. Janet Mills on Wednesday extended the state of civil emergency through June 11 for the second 

time. The continuation of the civil emergency is separate and apart from the other executive orders and the 

governor's plan to reopen the economy.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/15/20  10:05 AM   News Clip 

Amber Alert: 3-year-old girl may be endangered with her parents (FOUND 23 minutes after it was issued), 

police say. The girl's name is Audrey Laferriere. She has blonde hair and brown eyes. Her parents were last seen 

in Van Buren Thursday night.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/15/20  12:30 PM   News Clip 

Face mask that lights up when it detects coronavirus being developed. It's another way hospitals, businesses and 

airports could screen people for signs of the virus. the project is in the "very early stages.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/19/20  10:40 AM   News Clip 

Need a cavity filled? Dentists in Maine can now re-open for routine care.    

Solution FM with Tim   05/19/20  12:15 PM   News Clip 

Bangor PD encouraging drivers to slow down as traffic increases. Mainers have been going a bit too fast 

Solution FM with Tim   05/19/20  1:10 PM   News Clip 

Restaurants in 12 of Maine's counties opened Monday for dine-in service. In Ellsworth, some served customers 

inside, others are waiting to reopen dining areas.  Every restaurant that opened did so under strict CDC 

guidelines and regulations. Guidelines include all servers and cooks wear gloves and masks, each menu and 

booth be wiped down after each customer, and tables be spaced out to ensure social distancing.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/20/20  10:15 AM   News Clip 

Canada and the U.S. have agreed to extend their agreement to keep border closed to non-essential travel by 

another 30 days.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/20/20  10:30 AM   News Clip 

Black Bear sightings in Maine in April, May, and June are not uncommon, but the sight of one can certainly be 

unexpected. The bears are hungry. "There is isn't a lot of natural foods out there for black bears and so they're 

going to take a few more risks this time of year than they normally would." Like sneaking into your back yard 

to check out your bird feeder. Bears also think your trash is pretty tasty, too. If you encounter a black bear 

Vachon says don't approach it, just back up and never run away.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/20/20  11:45 AM   News Clip 

Nail salons and gyms were scheduled to open on June 1 under the state's reopening plan. But, citing new 

information about the potential spread of COVID-19 in those settings, state officials are delaying the opening.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/20/20  11:45 AM   News Clip 

Nail salons and gyms were scheduled to open on June 1 under the state's reopening plan. But, citing new 

information about the potential spread of COVID-19 in those settings, state officials are delaying the opening.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/21/20  11:30 AM   News Clip 

CDC now says coronavirus ‘does not spread easily’ on surfaces. It may be possible that a person can get 

COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has the virus on it and then touching their own mouth, nose, or 

possibly their eyes,” the CDC webpage states. “This is not thought to be the main way the virus spreads, but we 

are still learning more about this virus.” The agency continues to note that the virus is thought to mainly spread 

from person-to-person — even by those not showing symptoms.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/21/20  11:50 AM   News Clip 

Is your computer the reason you have a bad back? Many people, especially amid the stay at home order, spend a 

lot of time sitting at a desk. "You really want to be sitting upright and looking at the top of your monitor," said 

Derek Stern, Director of Health and Productivity for UNUM. "You want to have the top of your monitor or the 

middle of your monitor at a height for you so you're not looking up or looking down constantly, so you have 

your head in a controlled position. It's the same with your keyboard and your feet. You want to be able to have 

your feet flat if it all possible." Also, if you can do so safely, get up and stretch and walk around every so often. 

Regular exercise helps, too.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/22/20  11:15 AM   News Clip 

The National Weather Service only issues a Red Flag Warning about every other year, and due to "critical fire 

weather conditions," they've issued one for Thursday north of Bangor. The Maine Forest Service is still battling 

a wildfire in Island Falls near May Mountain. At last check, the fire was 30% contained at 214 acres. A red flag 



warning has been issued until Friday night at seven. Forest rangers say outside fires are not allowed and no 

permits will be issued until further notice.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/22/20  1:35 PM   News Clip 

Cloth face masks worn during the coronavirus pandemic should be washed daily after use.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/26/20  10:30 AM   News Clip 

Last year there were 356 fires. As of Monday, Maine Forest Rangers said we’ve reached 500.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/01/20  10:10 AM   News Clip 

All kinds of new changes in Maine today. More businesses begin to open and groups of 50 can gather. Just a 

heads up…Effective June 5th, the directive allows businesses to post requirements for cloth face coverings 

within their establishments where social distancing is not possible, and permits them to refuse service to anyone 

not wearing one or who is exempt from doing so.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/01/20  11:45 AM   News Clip 

As cities try to tone down demonstrations following the death of George Floyd, several governors and mayors 

across the country imposed or extended curfews into Monday morning in anticipation of another night of 

violence. More than 20 cities have imposed some type of curfew.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/03/20  10:30 AM   News Clip 

The new Mills administration plan would allow travelers to avoid the 14-day quarantine requirement if they can 

show proof they had recently tested negative for COVID-19. Precise details of what would be acceptable or 

how recent the test would have to be are not included at this point.  The proposal also suggests hotels and other 

lodgings would require that documentation be presented before someone could register for a room. Lodging 

operators would need to contact all people with reservations to inform them of the testing requirement. 

Lambrew said they want feedback from businesses and others in the tourist industry on whether the plan could 

work. Tourist business owners have predicted they will lose 90% of their guests this summer if the quarantine 

remains in effect.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/03/20  11:30 AM   News Clip 

Teen depression is on the rise during the pandemic. Warning signs can include a withdrawal from normal life 

and changes in appetite. The National Suicide Prevention Hotline is 1-800-273-8255. 

Solution FM with Tim   06/04/20  11:05 AM   News Clip 

The new Mills administration plan would allow travelers to avoid the 14-day quarantine requirement if they can 

show proof they had recently tested negative for COVID-19. Precise details of what would be acceptable or 

how recent the test would have to be are not included at this point. (UPDATE) The state is already hearing back 

from businesses, and that the reaction so far has been “mixed."  The comments will be used to develop a final 

plan, which Johnson says she hopes to create very soon. With the busiest part of tourist season starting in July, 

there is an urgency to get the plan finished and to be able to more easily open Maine to tourism—the largest 

single business sector in Maine.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/05/20  12:30 PM   News Clip 

The Sheriff of Piscataquis County has taken to Facebook to ask residents, visitors, and potential protestors to be 

respectful and make President Trump's visit a successful one for the workers he's coming to honor. President 

Trump will be in Guilford, Maine on Friday. The President will visit with workers at Puritan Medical Products. 

The company makes medical swabs for use in COVID-19 testing and was recently was awarded $75 million in 

federal funds to expand production at its facility in Pittsfield. This is the first time the President has been in 

Maine in 4 years. Trump is expected to arrive in the state through the Bangor International Airport, and it’s 

unclear how he will travel to the Piscataquis County town roughly 45 minutes away. A helicopter may be used, 

as videos posted to social media showed government helicopters taking off from and landing at Piscataquis 

Community High School in Guilford on Tuesday. U.S. aircraft have also been spotted near Bangor International 

Airport this week.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/05/20  10:10 AM   News Clip 

The Sheriff of Piscataquis County has taken to Facebook to ask residents, visitors, and potential protestors to be 

respectful and make President Trump's visit a successful one for the workers he's coming to honor. President 

Trump will be in Guilford, Maine on Friday. The President will visit with workers at Puritan Medical Products. 

The company makes medical swabs for use in COVID-19 testing and was recently was awarded $75 million in 

federal funds to expand production at its facility in Pittsfield. This is the first time the President has been in 



Maine in 4 years. Trump is expected to arrive in the state through the Bangor International Airport, and it’s 

unclear how he will travel to the Piscataquis County town roughly 45 minutes away. A helicopter may be used, 

as videos posted to social media showed government helicopters taking off from and landing at Piscataquis 

Community High School in Guilford on Tuesday. U.S. aircraft have also been spotted near Bangor International 

Airport this week. He'll be in the state from about 1:50 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/09/20  11:30 AM   News Clip 

Gov. Janet Mills announced an alternative to the state's 14-day quarantine requirement for tourists. Most visitors 

to the state will be asked to sign a "certificate of compliance" to attest they have tested negative for COVID 

within 72 hours of their visit. The requirement will go into effect July 1, when Maine lodging facilities can start 

hosting out-of-state visitors. (Because of the low COVID-19 rates in New Hampshire and Vermont, residents of 

those states need not quarantine or provide a certificate of compliance.) Most of our visitors come from NY, NJ 

and Mass. 

Solution FM with Tim   06/10/20  10:30 AM   News Clip 

The Mills administration has been working for weeks to create an alternative to self-quarantining, but the tourist 

industry is apparently not impressed with many saying that it is not practical. Tourists don’t want to take an 

expensive, difficult to acquire test to go on vacation.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/11/20  10:10 AM   News Clip 

Gov. Janet Mills extended the state of civil emergency for 30 days through July 10, 2020. It is Mills' third 

extension of the declaration, which gives the governor the ability to more quickly use state and federal resources 

to respond to COVID-19.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/16/20  10:10 AM   News Clip 

Gov. Janet Mills made the announcement during Monday's Maine CDC COVID-19 briefing. The changes 

mostly affect businesses in southern Maine, but also open stores, statewide to a larger capacity of customers. 

Statewide, retail establishments will be permitted to allow up to 5 customers in the stores at a time, for every 

1,000 square feet, which should cut down on the length of waiting lines. Retail workers will still be required to 

wear face coverings and follow strict guidelines.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/16/20  12:10 PM   News Clip 

While many couples are postponing their weddings because of COVID-19, those who work in the wedding 

industry are hopeful 2021 will be a record year. In 2018, Maine's wedding industry brought in close to $1 

billion. Due to COVID-19, however, that won't be the case this year.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/23/20  11:30 AM   News Clip 

President Trump says he would support a second round of economic impact payments for Americans to help the 

country's struggling economy amid the coronavirus pandemic.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/24/20  10:10 AM   News Clip 

The Maine CDC is urging anyone who has recently been in contact with members of the Houlton Ambulance 

crew to get tested for COVID-19. Houlton Regional Hospital is offering free, drive-up Coronavirus testing. The 

CDC recommends that anyone who thinks they've had contact with a member of the ambulance crew, dating 

back to June 8th, should get tested immediately, to help stop the spread of the virus.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/24/20  11:15 AM   News Clip 

We've had such dry weather for weeks. Just a little teeny bit of rain here and there, but that's it. Barely enough 

to settle the dust on the roads. Fire danger is bad enough right now, that all towns, municipalities, counties, etc., 

have put a freeze on any fire permits. This year has seen the second-highest fire count in 10 years, "and it's only 

June."  

Solution FM with Tim   06/24/20  12:50 PM   News Clip 

The City of Bangor created two grant programs that local, for profit businesses can apply for. The two programs 

are divided by the size of businesses. https://www.bangormaine.gov/covidrelief   

Solution FM with Tim   06/25/20  10:30 AM   News Clip 

The Mills' Administration has released prevention checklists for Stage 3 businesses to reopen on July 1st when 

the state enters stage 3. Those businesses and activities include: 

Spas and skin care establishments - including laser hair removal and similar services, Outdoor amusements like 

amusement parks and water parks - as well as summer camps, Indoor amusements like bowling alleys and 

arcades, Movie theaters & Performing arts venues. 

https://www.bangormaine.gov/covidrelief


Solution FM with Tim   06/25/20  11:15 AM   News Clip 

UPDATE: Georgia man arrested after reports of suspicious driver approaching girls in Bangor area …Police 

now say they're investigating three possible attempted abductions...two in the greater Bangor area and one on 

MDI. Hampden Police Say Man in SUV Allegedly Tried to Abduct a Teen. (According to the Hampden Public 

Safety Facebook page, the incident there happened late Tuesday afternoon on Main Road North. A man in a 

black SUV allegedly followed and then pulled alongside a teenage female, offering her $100 if she would get 

into the vehicle. Police say the SUV is described as a newer model and nicely kept, with multi-colored LED 

lights on the interior roof, and may have had Georgia license plates. The operator was described as having a 

dark complexion with greasy black hair in a ponytail, and may have had a small beard.) Police advise not 

walking alone, paying attention to your surroundings, and running away if approached by a stranger.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/25/20  12:10 PM   News Clip 

Hotter temps have led Manna to have a water shortage. You can help by dropping off water at the Brick church 

in Bangor. 

Solution FM with Tim   06/25/20  12:45 PM   News Clip 

Adjusted for population size, as of June 22nd, Maine ranked 8th lowest in the nation in terms of positive cases, 

11th lowest in the nation in terms of deaths, 6th lowest in terms of patients ever-hospitalized out of the 36 states 

reporting.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/26/20  1:20 PM   News Clip 

A new report shows a 46% year-over-year increase in the number of people who signed up 

with  HealthCare.gov?utm_campaign=snd-autopilot after losing their workplace coverage.  

 

C.  Family Issues 
Solution FM with Tim   04/06/20  10:10 AM   News Clip 

Over 75 churches have given us their live-streaming links. Enjoy Easter as a family.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/06/20  10:50 AM   News Clip 

You've been calling the Maine Department of Labor for days and still haven't been able to get through to 

anyone. You're not alone. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, unemployment claims in Maine have reached 

historic levels. Initial claims for unemployment compensation were approximately 23,800 in the week ending 

March 28, the highest weekly total on record. Starting Monday, April 6, Maine people seeking to file for 

unemployment by calling the 800 number with last names beginning with A-H should call on Monday; I-Q on 

Tuesday; R-Z on Wednesday. Thursday and Friday will be left unassigned for those who miss their alphabetical 

day or need to call at that time.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/06/20  12:30 PM   News Clip 

If you use ZOOM for business meetings, don’t be surprised when everyone has to add a password for the 

meeting. It changed Sunday. We had 60 people for our SS lesson and they all had to be given the password to 

access the meeting.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/06/20  12:50 PM   News Clip 

Self-employed Mainers hit hard by the economic shutdown due to the coronavirus pandemic are still waiting for 

relief as a federal program aimed at helping them will take at least another week to set up.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/07/20  11:10 AM   News Clip 

Superintendent of the Maine Bureau of Financial Institutions warns about scammers going after coronavirus, 

COVID-19 payments. 

Solution FM with Tim   04/08/20  10:30 AM   News Clip 

An unprecedented number of unemployment claims crashed the state system that is designed to make payments 

on the first of the week. Labor officials say the system has been upgraded to handle more claims, but say 

payments could still be delayed.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/09/20  10:30 AM   News Clip 

The University of Maine in Presque Isle is working with a local organization to convert its gymnasium into a 

temporary shelter for the homeless population. One challenge being faced by shelters in Maine is that the beds 

https://healthcare.gov/?utm_campaign=snd-autopilot&fbclid=IwAR2-Je5g-63LiHiheZ3SfvdP8YQrBqHjUa4-9vHxPcMeFFzzxiXgk1EAf6w


are too close together to be compliant with the governor's social distancing directive. And that can be dangerous 

if you get even one client who's contagious.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/09/20  11:05 AM   News Clip 

NEWS CENTER Maine and United Way have partnered for Maine United, a fund to help those in need during 

this coronavirus pandemic. Telethon TODAY, 6:00am - 9:00pm.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/09/20  12:40 PM   News Clip 

Millions of taxpayers could begin receiving the much-awaited stimulus cash by direct deposit as early as 

Thursday. The first group — estimated to cover 50 million to 60 million Americans — would include people 

who have already given their bank account information to the IRS. The group also would include Social 

Security beneficiaries who filed federal tax returns that included direct deposit information. 

Solution FM with Tim   04/13/20  1:10 PM   News Clip 

Maine gas prices are among the lowest they have been for early April over the past decade.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/14/20  12:15 PM   News Clip 

80 million people should see the coronavirus stimulus checks deposited in their accounts by Wednesday. But if 

you don't get your money by then go to IRS.gov. Starting on Wednesday, the IRS will launch a new web tool 

that will show when people can expect their payment. The "Get My Payment" tool will "provide people with the 

status of their payment, including the date their payment is scheduled to be deposited into their bank account or 

mailed to them."  

Solution FM with Tim   04/15/20  12:30 PM   News Clip 

More than 80 million Americans are expected to receive coronavirus stimulus checks of up to $1,200 in their 

bank accounts on Wednesday, according to the Treasury Department. The one-time payments are part of a $2 

trillion recovery package designed to help Americans – and the economy – bounce back from the economic 

fallout of the coronavirus pandemic. The first checks were delivered via direct deposit on Friday to some who 

have already provided the Internal Revenue Service with bank account information. But many Americans won’t 

get a check at all. Many students aren’t eligible for a stimulus check. Neither are some elderly and disabled 

people. And if you earn more than $99,000 a year, sorry, you’re out of luck.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/17/20  10:30 AM   News Clip 

The Governor’s executive order also includes a new rental assistance relief program for Mainers who cannot 

pay their rent due to COVID-19. The $5 million COVID-19 Rent Relief Program will allow households -- 

dependent on income and ability to pay -- to receive a one-time, up to $500 payment in rental assistance to be 

paid directly to their landlord.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/20/20  10:20 AM   News Clip 

On Monday, 80 million Economic Impact Payment checks go out by mail. While stimulus checks have already 

gone out through direct deposit, this is the first round of stimulus checks going out by mail.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/20/20  1:30 PM   News Clip 

This year's Maine Moose Permit drawing will be virtual. There's still time to apply for a moose permit. 

Applications can be found online and must be filed by 11:59 p.m. on May 14th.The virtual broadcast is on 

Saturday, June 13, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. The Jackman drawing has been pushed to next year. 

Solution FM with Tim   04/22/20  10:40 AM   News Clip  

Spring is a popular time for people to clean out their closets, and get rid of some of those things they don’t need. 

Goodwill normally sees a big spike in donations this time of year, but Goodwill’s around Maine are closed. The 

nonprofit is asking people to hold onto their donations until it’s safe to donate again. 

Solution FM with Tim   04/22/20  11:30 AM   News Clip  

The Senate approved a nearly half-trillion-dollar measure, Tuesday that would revive a program geared to keep 

small businesses from shuttering and their employees from going on unemployment through the Paycheck 

Protection Program, which was halted last week after it ran out of money. The legislation will now head to the 

House, where it's scheduled to be taken up Thursday.  If approved, it will head to President Donald Trump for 

approval.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/22/20  12:45 PM   News Clip  

Spring turkey hunting season is now earlier. License is necessary and bag limits still apply. Youth days now 

April 25th and April 27th. Season now be May 2nd - June 6th. Due to social distancing tagging turkeys isn't 

required. If you shoot a turkey which has a tracking band, then you are asked to report it.  



Solution FM with Tim   04/28/20  12:20 PM   News Clip 

The government has announced that anyone with a federally backed home loan can delay or reduce their 

payments without fear of foreclosure if they have been impacted by the coronavirus pandemic.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/01/20  1:50 PM   News Clip 

80 churches have streaming links on our website but many churches are doing their first drive in services this 

weekend per the Governor’s approval  

Solution FM with Tim   05/04/20  11:05 AM   News Clip 

Maine’s spring wild turkey hunting season is started Saturday. Hunters who bag a bird this year won’t be 

required to tag the turkey, and transportation tags are also not required. The season still ends June 6.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/07/20  12:40 PM   News Clip 

The national meat shortage won't happen in Maine, but smarter shopping is needed. Some temporary changes 

may happen at local supermarkets, like limiting the number of items purchased. "Panic buying" is causing meat 

shops to limit orders and cut store hours. Industry leaders want to urge the public to limit meat purchases to 

what you need. 

Solution FM with Tim   05/08/20  10:30 AM   News Clip 

Calvary Chapel in Orrington had planned to hold Sunday services inside the building, but will now hold them 

outside due to capacity restrictions. The change came about after it was pointed out that the church would be in 

violation of capacity limitations currently being followed by retail outlets around the state. Under those 

restrictions, the church would only be allowed to have 15 people inside the 10,000 square foot building.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/11/20  11:10 AM   News Clip 

Maine moose lottery applications end this coming week. The applications are due by the end of the day on May 

14. Tens of thousands of people typically apply to participate in the moose hunt and only a couple thousand 

permits are awarded. The state will award the permits via a lottery in June. The lottery typically draws 

thousands of attendees as part of an annual festival, but this year the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & 

Wildlife is moving it online to help prevent the spread of coronavirus.   

Solution FM with Tim   05/12/20  10:13 AM   News Clip 

Maine moose lottery applications end this coming week. The applications are due by the end of the day on May 

14. Tens of thousands of people typically apply to participate in the moose hunt and only a couple thousand 

permits are awarded. The state will award the permits via a lottery in June. The lottery typically draws 

thousands of attendees as part of an annual festival, but this year the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & 

Wildlife is moving it online to help prevent the spread of coronavirus.   

Solution FM with Tim   05/20/20  12:10 PM   News Clip 

In advance of Memorial Day weekend, the Mills' administration is allowing campgrounds and RV parks to open 

earlier than scheduled, but only to Maine residents.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/22/20  12:05 PM   News Clip 

After a long wait this spring, Gifford's Ice Cream is back on the menu! The stands in Bangor and Waterville 

open at noon Friday. There are new social distancing protocols in place. "All of our items are going to be 

packaged to go this year," said Kaylee Sanderson. "So, all of our scoops of ice cream will be in cups with lids. 

We will still offer cones they'll just be placed in a bag separately. Once you were called up to the pick-up 

window we will hand you your bag and then we ask that you go enjoy it in your car."  

Solution FM with Tim   05/27/20  11:30 AM   News Clip 

Delta Airlines will temporarily suspend service out of Bangor. The U.S. Department of Transportation has 

given tentative approval to 15 airlines to temporarily halt services to 75 airports, where passenger numbers are 

down due to the pandemic. No date has been given but Delta will be contacting customers directly to help them 

make alternate travel arrangements.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/29/20  11:20 AM   News Clip 

Things have changed again...if the town or city in which you reside can pull off registering a vehicle, then you 

should do it as soon as possible. If they can’t, you have until July 11th. You can always use the state's Rapid 

Renewal service. This online service allows you to actually register a vehicle from the comfort of your very 

own recliner. (Maine BMV reopening by appointment only June 1. Entry to BMV offices will only be open to 

people who have a scheduled appointment). 

Solution FM with Tim   05/29/20  12:05 PM   News Clip 

https://www.maine.gov/ifw/hunting-trapping/moose-permit.html
https://www.maine.gov/ifw/hunting-trapping/moose-permit.html
https://www.maine.gov/ifw/hunting-trapping/moose-permit.html
https://www.maine.gov/ifw/hunting-trapping/moose-permit.html


Acadia National Park to Open Park Loop Road June 1. The Jordan Pond House Restaurant will open June 1 for 

takeout (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.) Tables will be provided inside and outside. To access the Park Loop Road and 

Acadia National Park, you must have a Park Pass, which can be purchased at the Chamber of Commerce in both 

Ellsworth and Bar Harbor, including a few others as well.  You can also buy them online, and they must be 

printed out and displayed on the dash of your vehicle. The carriage roads will remain closed until Friday June 5, 

when they will be opened for pedestrian use only.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/02/20  12:20 PM   News Clip 

Buying groceries has gotten more expensive lately and experts don’t expect it to change in the near future. 

Panic buying has slowed down but it’s likely that things won’t return to normal until the pandemic is over.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/05/20  12:20 PM   News Clip 

Salvation Army is open starting June 8th through the 13th from 10am to 3pm we will be accepting donations at 

our Bangor location. Please wear a mask if you will need assistance unloading your items. At this time, we will 

not be accepting linens and toys amongst our already in place requirements for goods. Our store will NOT be 

open at this time. Items can only be donated during this time schedule.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/09/20  1:15 PM   News Clip 

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau says his government will allow immediate family members of citizens 

or permanent residents to come to Canada. Anyone entering the country will be required to quarantine for 14 

days or face serious penalties and they will have to say in Canada for at least 15 days.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/12/20  12:30 PM   News Clip 

Maine's Secretary of State says even though the governor's state of civil emergency was extended some Mainers 

still only have until July 11th for renewing registrations. Matt Dunlap says some of the BMV offices are open 

and rapid renewal is available online for some cities and towns. He says some services are available by 

appointment.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/15/20  12:45 PM   News Clip 

Mortgage rates most likely will stay at record lows for a while.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/16/20  11:45 AM   News Clip 

While playgrounds in cities like Bangor and Ellsworth remain closed to the public, that's not the case in Brewer. 

The opened Monday. Bangor's playgrounds remain closed; however, the Parks and Rec Director says he will 

present a plan on re-opening to the city council Tuesday night. 

Solution FM with Tim   06/17/20  12:05 PM   News Clip 

Bangor joins Brewer opening playgrounds Wednesday. Signs will be posted with safety guidelines, like 

sanitizing and washing your hands before and after playground use. Parks and Rec Director, Tracy Willette, 

says it's important to remember, even though kids will be able to use this equipment again, precautions should 

still be taken to limit the spread of COVID-19. That includes wearing a mask and social distancing. 

A Rec department sanitizing plan is also in place. The city will be sanitizing once per week. If a park looks 

crowded, it may be a good idea to come back at another time. Basketball courts will also be open.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/17/20  1:15 PM   News Clip 

Wednesday marks a major milestone in Maine’s gradual economic reopening as restrictions lift on restaurants 

and other businesses in the three counties where the majority of Maine’s coronavirus cases have been 

concentrated. You may also find it easier to get into retail stores starting Wednesday. Capacity restrictions 

across all of Maine will be raised to allow five shoppers at once per 1,000 square feet of shopping space, though 

the state encourages businesses to set lower limits in particularly confined places.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/22/20  10:10 AM   News Clip 

Even people who are not normally eligible for LIHEAP may qualify now, if their income has been affected by 

the pandemic. It's worth a look. The funds are good through March 2021. 

Solution FM with Tim   06/22/20  10:30 AM   News Clip 

Strawberry season is upon us! We recommend calling ahead to learn of any restrictions or changes due to the 

pandemic.  

 



D.  State and Local Economy 
Solution FM with Tim   04/07/20  1:20 PM   News Clip 

Unemployment numbers continue to rise but there is also a growing need for workers in businesses supporting 

the COVID-19 response. Most of those are in healthcare, manufacturing, retail, transportation and distribution. 

More than 60 jobs are listed on a state website and more are being added all the time. You can visit 

joblink.maine.gov for more information.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/15/20  1:50 PM   News Clip 

JUST IN: $600 in extra unemployment benefits expected early next week, unemployment call-in hours 

extended to 3 p.m.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/17/20  12:15 PM   News Clip 

Maine small businesses collected more than $2.22 billion in Paycheck Protection Program loans, Senator Susan 

Collins' Office announced Thursday. The Republican Senator from Maine says 16,196 employers were 

approved through the program, which Collins co-authored. Collins said last week she was afraid the $350 

billion government-backed forgivable loan program would run out, and Thursday morning the application 

process was shutdown.  (1 in 10 businesses got the loans. The rest waited too long)  

Solution FM with Tim   04/17/20  1:50 PM   News Clip 

Just three weeks after Reny’s closed all of its 14 stores because of the coronavirus outbreak, the iconic Maine 

retailer said it will offer curbside pickup for a limited number of purchases.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/24/20  12:40 PM   News Clip  

Are you trying to find a way to support your favorite restaurant? Damon's Beverage and Redemption in Bangor 

is taking your bottles and cans, and if you donate them to a local restaurant, Damon's will add 20 percent to the 

total. You can pick whatever restaurant you want. They divide up the money at the end of every week.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/28/20  11:30 AM   News Clip 

The Bangor and Waterville Hobby Lobbies reopened on Monday after the governor deemed the crafts chain an 

essential business. Governor Mills says businesses that want to be considered for reopening should submit their 

plan for social distancing and other measures that will keep their customers and employees safe.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/29/20  11:45 AM   News Clip 

Self-employed workers and independent contractors will be able to apply for federally funded unemployment 

benefits starting on Friday, the Maine Department of Labor announced on Tuesday.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/29/20  12:15 PM   News Clip 

Bangor will soon have another option when it comes to where to get some homemade ice cream. Fielder’s 

Choice Ice Cream will be moving into the Old Blackbeard’s spot. They are keeping the two mini-golf courses 

but are getting rid of the batting cages and go karts. They hope to open in mid-June. 

Solution FM with Tim   04/30/20  11:10 AM   News Clip 

On Tuesday, Governor Janet Mills ordered that restaurants and hotels can begin to reopen to Maine residents on 

June 1, but the current restriction on out of state travelers to Maine will stay in effect through July. That order 

requires anyone traveling into Maine, except for “essential workers”, to self-quarantine for 14 days. That 

requirement is raising an alarm among businesses in Maine's tourist industry, which depends on millions of 

visitors “from away."  

Solution FM with Tim   04/30/20  1:20 PM   News Clip 

Maine’s most popular state parks are going to remain closed until at least June 1 under a new executive order 

from Gov. Janet Mills.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/01/20  12:10 PM   News Clip 

Provisions in the Federal CARES Act may provide you with temporary relief from loan payments. But 

borrower beware: Be sure you know the terms of your deal. If you have a mortgage and/or student loan debt, 

you may be able to get a temporary break under certain provisions of the Federal CARES Act. The deferment 

plans for student loans appear to be pretty straightforward.  But when it comes to mortgage deferments, or 

forbearance as it is also called, there's confusion and questions about whether the plans being offered are 

providing the relief intended.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/04/20  11:40 AM   News Clip 



Machias Savings bank to provide $200K in relief to nonprofits.  It will be split between two groups. Half the 

funding will focus on community resiliency by providing help with issues such as food security, child care and 

services for the aging. The other half of the funding will be geared toward Maine businesses. 

Solution FM with Tim   05/06/20  11:30 AM   News Clip 

'It's been two months without a paycheck': Mainers face desperation over unprocessed unemployment claims 

amid COVID-19. An estimated 70% of the more than 100,000 people who filed initial claims since mid-March 

are receiving benefits. 30,000 are still looking for answers.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/11/20  12:30 PM   News Clip 

RURAL REOPENING: Retail stores in the 12 counties will be allowed to open on Monday, May 11, provided 

they adhere to enhanced safety precautions. The four that are NOT included are: Penobscot (the greater Bangor 

Area), Androscoggin, Cumberland and York (All Southern Maine) -- where community transmission of the 

disease has been found.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/12/20  1:05 PM   News Clip 

 Still waiting on your stimulus stash? The IRS has a new deadline to urge you to act soon if you're considering 

entering direct deposit information online at "Get My Payment."  The Internal Revenue Service wants people to 

take action by noon Wednesday if they want a shot at receiving stimulus cash more quickly via direct deposit. 

Bank account information can be entered at "Get My Payment" at IRS.gov.   

Solution FM with Tim   05/13/20  1:10 PM   News Clip 

DENNY’S RESTAURANT IN ELLSWORTH CLOSES FOR GOOD… Denny 's on High Street in Ellsworth 

closed back on March 26, and a posting to Facebook at that time said that it was temporary.  Unfortunately, a 

posting Tuesday at the Denny's (Ellsworth, ME) Facebook page claims that both the Ellsworth and Biddeford 

locations have closed permanently.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/14/20  1:30 PM   News Clip 

Businesses that rely on summer weddings for out-of-staters could stand to lose millions of dollars because of 

the coronavirus pandemic. It’s a $937 million industry that supports 14,000 jobs. Gov. Mills has mandated a 

strict 14-day quarantine for all out-of-state travelers and prohibited large gatherings, even as some businesses 

start to reopen.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/15/20  11:15 AM   News Clip 

Governor Janet Mills announced lodging businesses can start accepting out-of-state reservations for stays 

beginning June 1, but tourism groups across the state say it is not enough. They want the 14-day quarantine rule 

to be lifted.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/15/20  1:45 PM   News Clip 

It’s not your imagination: Grocery prices really are spiking. Overall, the price of groceries grew 2.6% in April, 

which is the biggest monthly increase since 1974. A disrupted food supply chain is to blame. More people are 

cooking at home, but food suppliers and farmers haven’t been able to keep up with the demand and to shift their 

distribution from restaurants to grocery stores. Fruit and meat are among the foods that have seen the biggest 

change, while the price of eggs has risen 16%.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/18/20  11:15 AM   News Clip 

A few businesses have already thought of a new way to address these overnight changes to their livelihoods 

— a COVID-19 surcharge, which is usually added as a percentage to any bill or order. (Saw this at Ocean State 

Job Lot) 2%. 

Solution FM with Tim   05/18/20  1:25 PM   News Clip 

According to Forbes… 42% Of Jobs Lost in Pandemic Are Gone for Good  

Solution FM with Tim   05/19/20  11:05 AM   News Clip 

Nearly 4 million Americans will soon be getting their stimulus check in debit card form. The agency is 

currently working on sending paper checks to taxpayers who did not have bank information on file with the 

IRS. The debit cards will be sent to taxpayers whose tax returns were processed by the IRS Service Centers in 

Andover or Austin. They can be used online at ATMs or at retailers where VISA is accepted.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/20/20  1:30 PM   News Clip 

Parking enforcement will pick back up again in Bangor on June 1st. City officials relaxed ticketing to most 

downtown areas because of the coronavirus pandemic.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/21/20  10:10 AM   News Clip 

https://www.oceanstatejoblot.com/
https://www.oceanstatejoblot.com/


Governor Mills expected to give guidelines for churches reopening in some capacity on Friday, 5/22 according 

to WMTW.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/21/20  1:45 PM   News Clip 

If you have a job, be thankful. if the latest tally matches estimates, it will mean a staggering 39 million have 

applied for unemployment in just nine weeks, the highest jobless rate since the Great Depression. As a result, 

members of Congress are introducing bills to provide a tax credit of $4,000 to retrain workers who lost their 

jobs. It would help those workers cover the costs associated with learning new jobs.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/27/20  10:50 AM   News Clip 

Starting June 1st restaurants can reopen their doors to dine-in customers. Some Maine restaurants are choosing 

to remain closed to dine-in customers even when allowed to reopen because of all of the restrictions.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/27/20  12:45 PM   News Clip 

The Maine Department of Labor is putting a temporary hold on benefit payments for 48 hours. Officials are 

concerned about scammers taking personal information and using it to commit unemployment fraud. The Maine 

Department of Labor Department is also moving back to a 10 to the 14-day processing time for people who file 

first-time claims. The Maine Attorney General and Commissioner of Labor say some are finding out that their 

personal information has been stolen when they file for benefits.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/27/20  1:10 PM   News Clip 

Bangor Treasury Department moves to Cross Insurance Center and opens for business. Any treasury 

transactions can be completed at the new location. Vehicle registrations are being done on a voluntary basis. 

Under the governor's existing executive order, vehicles do not need to be registered or renewed until 30 days 

after the emergency order is revoked. Right now, that would be July 11th.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/01/20  1:20 PM   News Clip 

Get a weird utility bill in the mail last week? Don't panic. Apparently, Emera/Versant had a small computer 

glitch that sent some odd-looking bills out to their customers and their phones were ringing off the hook from 

people experiencing the very same issue. The computers had sent out these ridiculous bills. 

Solution FM with Tim   06/02/20  1:10 PM   News Clip 

If you drove by Dysart’s in Bangor you may have seen people waving flags and honking horns. A state 

representative and a former lawmaker are collecting signatures in support of allowing all businesses in the state 

to open. The signatures will accompany a proclamation of grievances explaining problems with Governor Mills 

approach to the pandemic.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/03/20  12:05 PM   News Clip 

Many Bangor residents may have been waiting for this announcement - a tradition of Maine summers is back! 

The city is now issuing yard sale permits. Anyone who wants to hold a yard sale in city limits should follow the 

state guidelines that have been set up for "Large Social Gatherings". A checklist can be found at 

maine.gov/decd. The Code Enforcement office at city hall is open for in-person services, which is where to go 

for your permit.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/04/20  10:40 AM   News Clip 

$26 Bean Boots are too good to be true, and so are these warehouse sale ads popping up on Facebook. It’s a 

scam. Company officials say they're working with federal authorities and Facebook to get the ads taken down. 

But, in the meantime, go to the actual L.L. Bean website to buy your Bean Boots.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/05/20  11:50 AM   News Clip 

Nail salons, gyms and tattoo parlors in 13 rural Maine counties will be allowed to reopen June 12, under an 

accelerated economic reopening schedule from the Mills administration. (Original date was July 1). 

Solution FM with Tim   06/10/20  11:50 AM   News Clip 

In early April, Maine traffic reached its lowest level in years. Traffic crossing into Maine rose steadily in May. 

The warming weather and eased business restrictions correspond with a 53% increase through the York Toll 

Plaza.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/11/20  12:25 PM   News Clip 

Over 200 Kay, Zales and Jared Jewelers locations will permanently close. Kay and Zales have been temporarily 

closed at the mall.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/11/20  1:30 PM   News Clip 



Bangor City Council is discussing body cams for police. They would cost about $400K, money that would 

come out of the general fund.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/12/20  11:15 AM   News Clip 

Governor Mills is allowing more businesses to reopen to the public in 13 of Maine's 16 counties on Friday, June 

12th. Gyms, fitness centers, nail salons as well as tattoo and piercing parlors can resume operations according to 

the Governor's rural reopening plan.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/15/20  11:30 AM   News Clip 

The Mills administration announced Friday it has moved up the first day that lodging establishments in Maine 

can begin serving out-of-state visitors who meet either the 14-day quarantine requirement or the state’s new 

testing alternative. Lodging establishments may now begin serving these individuals on Friday, June 26 rather 

than Wednesday, July 1. Accelerating the start date will help lodging establishments safely serve visitors during 

a key weekend of Maine’s tourism season leading up to the July 4th holiday, state economic officials said.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/17/20  10:45 AM   News Clip 

Workers who rely on direct deposit for their unemployment benefits did not see usual payments on Tuesday 

morning. Could be delayed up to 24 hours to process all of the claims. 

Solution FM with Tim   06/17/20  11:40 AM   News Clip 

7 more bridges in Maine receive federal funding to get replaced. The bridges include I-95 over Webb Road in 

Waterville, I-95 over Broadway in Bangor, Main Street bridge in Solon, Red Bridge in Rumford, and the double 

bridge on Stillwater avenue in Old Town. Construction is expected to begin in 2022 and continue through the 

following year.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/22/20  12:10 PM   News Clip 

Jersey's in downtown Bangor closes, shifts focus to Old Town location. lack of pedestrian traffic and the 

shutdown of other businesses downtown had a lot to do with their closure.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/22/20  1:30 PM   News Clip 

Maine DOL- The labor department said it canceled about 3,500 new claims last week and another 8,400 

continuing claims suspected of being fraudulent.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/23/20  12:10 PM   News Clip 

The owners of Nicky's Cruise-In Diner in Bangor will close the restaurant at the end of the month after a 30-

year run. Nicky’s is the latest eatery to close during the pandemic. While the owners don't cite this as a reason 

for the decision, the long closure can't have been easy for them.  
 

E.  Other 
Solution FM with Tim   04/03/20  1:10 PM   News Clip 

The Portland Jetport has seen a huge decrease (93%) in the number of travelers, and because of this, it has cut 

back on operations.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/07/20  10:50 AM   News Clip 

If you choose to fly, you won’t have many connection options through New York…American Airlines is 

suspending most of its flights to the New York metropolitan area. American will operate just 13 daily flights to 

LaGuardia, JFK and Newark airports through May 6, compared with 271 a year ago. The announcement came a 

day after United slashed flights to the metro area. Spirit Airlines, JetBlue and other carriers had already 

suspended service since New York is a coronavirus hotspot.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/08/20  1:15 PM   News Clip 

Governor Janet Mills is encouraging small businesses to apply for the Federal Paycheck Protection Program. It's 

a great way to get the bills paid while waiting out the pandemic. Governor Mills says the funds are administered 

by the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), through a loan program designed by Congress to help 

businesses keep their workforce employed during the COVID-19 pandemic. Those loans will be forgiven for 

eligible small businesses if all employees are kept on the payroll for 8 weeks and the money is used for 

approved expenses, including payroll, rent, mortgage interest, or utilities.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/09/20  12:50 PM   News Clip 



No cruise ships to dock in Bar Harbor until July 1st. On average, nearly 300,000 cruise ship passengers visit the 

coastal town each summer.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/13/20  12:50 PM   News Clip 

Dr. Anthony Fauci said Sunday that the economy in parts of the country could have a "rolling reentry" as early 

as next month. 

Solution FM with Tim   04/15/20  12:10 PM   News Clip 

Hiking is one of the few activities allowed under Gov. Mills stay at home order, and trails have seen more foot 

traffic.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/20/20  12:15 PM   News Clip 

The 'Quarantine Karaoke' Facebook group founder is raising money for the Bangor Area Homeless Shelter 

during the coronavirus pandemic by selling t-shirts. t's been a little more than a month since Brewer's Joseph 

Meyers took a chance and started the 'Quarantine Karaoke' Facebook group. Since then, more than half a 

million people from around the world have joined -- and that number goes up every single day. On Friday, April 

17, Meyers and Morneault dropped off their first check of almost $1,200. 

Solution FM with Tim   04/23/20  11:10 AM   News Clip  

The House is expected to approve a nearly half-trillion-dollar measure which would provide more funds to the 

Paycheck Protection Program and help small businesses, which was halted last week after it ran out of money. 

If approved by the House, it will head to President Donald Trump, who has signaled he's ready to sign the 

agreement.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/24/20  1:30 PM   News Clip  

House passes $484 billion coronavirus stimulus for small businesses and hospitals, sends bill to Trump.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/27/20  10:10 AM   News Clip  

Nationwide…We're starting week 7 of lockdown (4 in Maine). Mother's Day is 2 weeks away and Memorial 

Day is 4 weeks away!  

Solution FM with Tim   04/27/20  10:50 AM   News Clip 

The number of confirmed coronavirus cases in the U.S. was closing in on 1 million Sunday, but new cases 

appear to have reached a plateau, one of the nation's top experts said. Some states are easing social distancing 

restrictions in attempts to re-open the economy. 

Solution FM with Tim   04/28/20  10:45 AM   News Clip 

Like to or not, more people will likely be voting by mail in November across the country. The nation will look 

to Ohio on Tuesday on how to vote during this pandemic. Or how not to. The state will hold an election like no 

other in its 217-year history, an almost all-mail primary.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/28/20  12:40 PM   News Clip 

Within minutes of opening to applications Monday morning, the U.S. Small Business Administration’s loan 

processing system went down, and is still experiencing problems.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/28/20  1:50 PM   News Clip 

Calls placed to the Northern New England Poison Center from people’s homes have increased, but they do not 

appear to be a result of President Trump’s suggestion Friday that ingesting certain household cleaners can keep 

people from getting the disease.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/30/20  11:10 AM   News Clip 

President Donald Trump said the federal government will not extend guidelines set to expire on Thursday as he 

hopes to "reopen" the country.  

Solution FM with Tim   04/30/20  12:45 PM   News Clip 

Former Maine Gov. Paul LePage announced during a radio interview this week that he plans to run for governor 

again in the next election in 2022. LePage believes the state will be in worse economic shape than it was when 

he was first elected governor in 2010 and he feels he has the skill set to fix it.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/01/20  1:20 PM   News Clip 

The U.S. Census Bureau extends the deadline to fill out the census to October 31. So far, 45% of Maine 

households have filled out the 2020 Census. Super simple to do but you need the code in the letter or post card  

Solution FM with Tim   05/04/20  1:10 PM   News Clip 

Next week Calvary Chapel in Orrington will worship in-person going against what Gov. Janet Mills has asked. 

Ken Graves also said during a drive-in worship service in the church parking lot that they would be the lead 



plaintiff in a federal lawsuit — expected to be filed by the end of the week — challenging the constitutionality 

of Mills’ executive order that has shuttered houses of worship throughout Maine and limited gatherings to 10 

people.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/06/20  12:20 PM   News Clip 

More than 20 meatpacking plants around the U.S. have closed at some point in the past two months, reducing 

pork production by about a quarter and cutting beef output by about 10%. Some Wendy’s locations in the nation 

have run out of beef.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/07/20  11:05 AM   News Clip 

Calvary Chapel in Orrington is challenging Gov. Janet Mills’ prohibition on in-person worship services, 

alleging it violates the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. They filed the 45-page complaint in U.S. 

District Court in Bangor and seeks a temporary restraining order to keep law enforcement from charging Pastor 

Ken Graves or members of his congregation with a crime for violating the governor’s prohibition on gatherings 

of 10 people or more. A similar lawsuit was successful in federal court in Kansas. The judge in that case 

allowed the two churches that are plaintiffs to hold in-person services but did not extend the exception to the 

entire state. The lawsuit alleges that Mills’ order violates the freedom of religion and assembly clauses of the 

First Amendment and other laws designed to protect houses of worship.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/15/20  10:45 AM   News Clip 

House vote Friday on new stimulus with another $1,200 to Americans. 

Solution FM with Tim   05/26/20  1:45 PM   News Clip 

Maine’s Secretary of State is encouraging you to vote via absentee ballot during the July primary election to 

limit exposure. The state will still hold in-person balloting on July 14 with social distancing and safety protocols 

in place. But Secretary of State Matthew Dunlap said it's easier and safer to vote via absentee ballot “from the 

safety of your own home.” Ballots will be mailed to municipal clerks 30 days before the election. But voters can 

go ahead and place them via the state’s website or through local clerks.  

Solution FM with Tim   05/29/20  10:30 AM   News Clip 

Officials with TJ Maxx and Marshalls say they plan to open most stores in the U.S. by June 30. Customers will 

notice changes at the newly reopened stores.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/02/20  10:45 AM   News Clip 

It looks like President Trump will be in Guilford, Maine on Friday. The President will visit with workers 

at Puritan Medical Products . The company makes medical swabs for use in COVID-19 testing and was recently 

was awarded $75 million in federal funds to expand production at its facility in Pittsfield. This is the first time 

the President has been in Maine in 4 years.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/02/20  11:30 AM   News Clip 

Hundreds of people gathered in Bangor to peacefully protest the death of George Floyd.  Bangor Police officers 

knelt in support of the demonstrators and hugged many of them. Sadly, in Portland, Maine the peaceful protests 

didn’t end that way.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/04/20  11:40 AM   News Clip 

The Senate has finally passed a Paycheck Protection Program reform bill that will give business owners more 

flexibility and time to use the loan money. Now, all the bill needs is President Trump’s signature. The measure 

extends from eight to 24 weeks the time businesses have to use the money to qualify for loan forgiveness. It 

also lowers the amount of loan money businesses must spend on payroll costs, opening up the funds for other 

uses. The Paycheck Protection Program has been hampered by several glitches and shortfalls, but businesses are 

still clamoring for the funds it offers.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/05/20  1:50 PM   News Clip 

JC Penney closing 154 stores in first post-bankruptcy phase. None of the 4 in Maine are listed. 

Solution FM with Tim   06/10/20  12:10 PM   News Clip 

Senate Republicans are now working on legislation to address police reform. It’s a big turnaround for the 

Senate, which not long ago was dismissive of acting on the issue. Democrats have unveiled their own proposal, 

which goes further in dictating specific changes, including banning chokeholds. Officials in states including 

New York, Florida and California already have moved to ban the use of neck restraints by police.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/11/20  10:50 AM   News Clip 

https://www.puritanmedproducts.com/


96% drop in US airline travel recorded in April. In April 2019, there were 66.7 million air travel passengers in 

the U.S. This past April it was 2.8 million…the lowest numbers since 1974. 

Solution FM with Tim   06/11/20  12:40 PM   News Clip 

It hasn’t been super warm in Maine but, last month was the warmest May on record globally since at least 1979.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/12/20  10:05 AM   News Clip 

Poll workers are in high demand for the July 14 primary as many typical workers and volunteers plan to sit out 

this election day over COVID-19 concerns. About 60 percent of Maine's poll workers were older than 60. Some 

positions are paid, some are volunteer. To see where there is a need for workers, visit VoteinMaine.com/work.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/16/20  1:20 PM   News Clip 

Maine GOP says it has enough signatures to send ranked choice voting question to November ballot. The 

petition seeks to eliminate ranked-choice voting in Maine's presidential elections. 

Solution FM with Tim   06/17/20  12:35 PM   News Clip 

Several airlines in the U.S. are threatening to ban passengers who refuse to wear face masks while traveling. 

Alaska Airlines, American Airlines, Delta Air Lines, Hawaiian Airlines, JetBlue Airways, Southwest Airlines 

and United Airlines will be implementing new face mask policies. 

Solution FM with Tim   06/22/20  11:50 AM   News Clip 

The United States has agreed with Mexico and Canada to extend restrictions on non-essential travel until July 

21, due to coronavirus.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/25/20  1:40 PM   News Clip 

On Wednesday, Senate Democrats blocked a Republican-led package they argue does not go far enough in 

implementing needed changes. Today they’ll bring a bill that would end certain police practices. 

Solution FM with Tim   06/26/20  11:15 AM   News Clip 

Democrats in the House have approved a far-reaching policing overhaul.  But Congress is divided and chances 

for it becoming law are dim. A Senate Republican effort collapsed this week. President Donald Trump's 

administration says he will veto the Democratic bill.  

Solution FM with Tim   06/26/20  12:30 PM   News Clip 

As of today, out-of-state visitors who meet certain requirements are allowed to lodge in Maine.  

 

 

 

*Solution FM Morning Show:  1:00 min runs at 6:20 AM; 6:50 AM; 7:20 AM; 7:50 AM; 8:20 AM; 8:50 

AM; 9:20 AM and 9:50 AM 

 


