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"SnapShot" 
Day at the 
Meridian Public 
Library

Morning Report 7-23-21 1:15 Meridian public library hosted a snapshot 
day to inform the community on what 
they have to offer and why they should 
visit. The library holds the event every 
year but due to Covid-19, this year is its' 
first time back. 

SOT

Brad Campbell
A regular of the library Brad Campbell 
told us why he enjoys the genealogy 
program.

SOT

Tonight the library will host a children’s 
program that will include crafts and a 
teen and adult scavenger hunt. The 
Meridian Library encourages everyone to 
come out and experience snapshot day.

Face to face 
learning 
returns!

Morning Report 7-23-21 1:15 With COVID on the rise meridian public 
schools had a great turnout as parents 
came to register their children for face to 
face learning. I was able to speak with 
some faculty and parents on how they 
feel about classes resuming amidst a 
possible 4th wave of a COVID.

SOT

I was able to speak with assistant 
principal Fredrick Liddell on if CDC 
guidelines will be a factor or not this 
school year.

SOT



Parents seem to be at ease with their 
children retuning to face to face learning. 
Some parents stated they will still be 
sending their children to school with 
mask and hand sanitizers. 

What you need 
to know about 
the Delta 
variant.

Morning Report 7-26-21 1:15 Today I visited the front line of where it 
all begins, Greater Meridian Clinic. 
Typically, clinics are the first stop for 
people to be diagnosed with COVID. 
Nurse practitioner Tan Wilson explains 
the seriousness of the delta variant.

SOT

Nurse Wilson also provided those that are 
at greater risk for the delta variant. 

SOT 

With Mississippi’s low vaccination rates 
Nurse Practitioner Tan Wilson states that 
those that are not vaccinated and those 
that are vaccinated should still continue 
to mask up as a precaution and continue 
practicing CDC guidelines.

WILDCAT 
WAGON 
LEARNING

Morning Report 7-27-21 1:15 The Wildcat Wagon Mobile Learning 
Lab is the new extension of the Meridian 
Public School District. The program is 
dedicated to meet students where they are 
in their learning process. Students will be 
able to check out books, take AR tests, 
and receive reading support. 

SOT

The school district is hoping the mobile 
learning center will close the gap on the 
“summer slide” when children get out of 



school for the summer and then return in 
the fall. 

SOT

The WildCat Wagon is designed to bring 
learning to children. The district will 
provide schedules of when the bus will be 
each neighbor.

TO MASK OR 
NOT TO MASK?

Morning Report 7-27-21 1:15 A special called meeting of the board of 
trustees of the Meridian Public-School 
district was held today and the topic of 
discussion was if mask will be worn with 
the return of the school year or not. Matt 
Davis Meridian public School’s Public 
Relations director stated.

SOT

Matt Davis informed us on who the 
policy applies to and when masks are 
required

SOT

Davis was asked what made them choose 
the decision on having universal mask?

SOT

Davis provided us with other ways the 
meridian public-school district plans on 
keeping its students safe.

SOT

As a preventive measure, all Meridian 
Public-School District students, teachers, 
and staff will be required to wear a mask 
while indoors in the presence of others.



Annual Back to 
School Bash!

Morning Report 7-28-21 1:15 School is almost back in session and 
everyone is getting ready for the 
upcoming school year. Greater meridian 
health clinic held its annual back-to-
school bash today. Providing all things 
necessary for children to start off the year 
great. Nurse Debra Graham explained 
why they hosted the event.

SOT

With COVID cases on the rise greater 
meridian clinics are providing all services 
one might need to start the school year.

SOT

The Back to School Bash included 
immunizations, free school supplies 
bouncy houses, and face painting. 
Graham tells us their main focus for 
hosting today’s event.

SOT

Even after today’s event graham states 
that they will still be providing services 
to get vaccinated and not just here at the 
clinic.

SOT

Greater Meridian Health Clinic provides 
mobile services as well as personal 
events and pop-up locations to make sure 
everyone in the community has the 
opportunity to be vaccinated. Graham 
invites all to come out to get free supplies 
as well as immunizations.



Meridian 
Freedom 
Project Gives 
Back to 
Community

Morning Report 7-30-21 1:15 Today the Meridian Freedom Project is 
celebrating its Garden Learning Services 
at the Frank Berry Courts. The freedom 
project was awarded a grant that allowed 
for them to partner together and plant 
community gardens to teach children 
hard work, how to eat healthier, and 
where the food comes from. 
Executive Director of MPF, Adrian Cross 
says, 

SOT

Meridian Envision Community Garden 
Interns of MPF and participates were able 
to plant and build the gardens themselves. 

SOT

The Meridian Freedom Project is 
recruiting leaders right now. To find out 
more you can visit 
http://themeridianfreedomproject.org/. 

Lauderdale 
County Bus 
Driver Shortage

Morning Report 8-2-21 1:15 The approach of the new school year is 
right around the corner and the 
Lauderdale County Public Schools are 
running short on bus drivers. With there 
being currently two open positions 
available. Let’s find out how exactly 
would a shortage of bus drivers affect 
students returning this school year.

SOT

If by the start of the school year and 
enough bus drivers aren’t attained Moore 
explains how they will go about handling 
the situation.

SOT

The state of Mississippi requires 5.5 
hours of instruction time per day across 
all grade levels and because of the bus 
shortage that would interfere with 
students learning.



SOT

Moore states that all who are interested 
will have to go through the procedures 
for obtaining their commercial license 
and a bus card to be valid for the state of 
Mississippi. If you would like to apply 
for a bus driver position or more 
information you can call 601-485-0849 
and ask for Tim Moore. Donisha 
Branham Twin States News Meridian.

Welcome Back 
Teachers and 
Administration.

Morning Report 8-2-21 1:15 The start of school is less than a week 
away and today LCSD teachers and 
administrators came together to learn new 
skills to get them through the school year. 

SOT

In-person learning this school year will 
look a little different. The school board’s 
recent decision of encouraging masks to 
be worn inside has teachers aware of the 
steps they need to take to keep students 
encouraged and safe.

SOT

School starts this Thursday in Lauderdale 
County. 

Meridian Public 
School 
Teachers 
Learning more

Morning Report 8-4-21 1:15 Meridian Public-School Teachers kicked 
off the school year with their Leader In 
Me training. Teachers gather and gain 
new knowledge and improvements for 
their students. Now with the delta variant 
ramping up, they will also have to 
include tactics on how to keep their 
students safe as well.

SOT

Robert says he will be implementing the 
7 habits in the classroom with his 
students to help keep them safe from 
COVID.



SOT

The Meridian Public-School District did 
apply the universal mask policy where 
students, teachers, and staff must wear a 
mask while indoors at all times. The 
District states they will continue to 
follow all CDC guidelines to keep 
students safe this school year.

Children's 
Museum 1st 
Ever Back to 
School bash!

Morning Report 8-5-21 1:15 In partnership with Meridian Public 
Schools and Lauderdale County Schools. 
Mississippi’s children’s Museum will be 
hosting their first back-to-school bash for 
the students. Giving them one last day of 
summer fun. In partnership with 
Meridian Public Schools and Lauderdale 
County Schools. Mississippi’s children’s 
Museum will be hosting their first back-
to-school bash for the students. Giving 
them one last day of summer fun.

SOT

When asked if there will be a limit of 
how many people are allowed to attend 
the event huff stated.

SOT

The back-to-school bash will be 
tomorrow night from 5:30-7:30 pm at the 
Museum and Huff is asking all to come 
out and celebrate.
The Mississippi Children’s Museum is 
open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Saturdays and then from 1 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. on Sunday. 

Mayor calls 
Press 
Conference 
addressing the 
string of 
shootings

Morning Report 8-10-21 1:15 Mayor Jimmie Smith called a special 
News Conference here at The Meridian 
Police Department. Following the string 
of deadly shootings that have taken place 
this past weekend claiming the lives of 
three victims and the youngest being that 
of a five-year-old boy. 



SOT

Judge Markaham is using his authority to 
show that gun violence will not be 
tolerated in the community.

SOT

The senseless shootings that have taken 
place here in Meridian are all currently 
still under investigation. Mayor Jimmie 
Smith along with The Meridian Police 
Department is asking for the help of the 
community to help end the violence and 
to step up with information if they have it 
by contacting The Police Department or 
calling Crime Stoppers anonymously. 

The Greater 
Meridian Health 
Clinic servicing 
the community

Morning Report 8-11-21 1:15 All week the Greater Meridian Clinic has 
been celebrating National Health Center 
Week. Today they are out here in the 
community providing services for them. 
One of the nurses from Greater Meridian 
Clinic was able to explain what the 
purpose of today’s event was.

SOT

For years the Greater Meridian Clinic 
have been providing services for the 
community nurse Beverly Hearn from the 
clinic had this to say about today’s event. 

SOT

Mayor Smith had this to say to those in 
the community who have yet to be 
vaccinated.

SOT

Meridian 
Community 
College's 

Morning Report 8-23-21 1:15
”I was at Meridian Community College 
this morning where they have 



Annual Blood 
drive

coordinated with Mississippi Blood for 
the community residents to come out and 
donate blood to help save a life. The 
event coordinator tells us what inspired 
today’s event.

SOT

They will be at Meridian Community 
College today and tomorrow from 10- 
3:30 pm in front of Graham gymnasium

SOT

The Meridian Community College has 
made having a blood drive on campus a 
part of a tradition and they plan on 
continuing to have blood drives in the 
future to continue to help those in need.

Local Meridian 
IDA Coverage

Morning Report 8-30-21 1:15 Here in the meridian and Lauderdale 
County area, we are continuing to feel the 
effects of tropical storm IDA as heavy 
rain and wind speeds increase.

We spoke with the Public Safety 
Director, Doug Stephens, who says that 
as of this morning, there have been no 
reports of severe damage.

The Salvation Army is being proactive by 
helping residents keep groceries like 
canned goods and dry food in their 
households. 

SOT

Along with the grocery giveaway, the 
Salvation Army will also be providing 
hot meals this evening starting at five 
o’clock. 



SOT

Reports from EMEPA power company 
shows that around 500 customers have 
been affected due to the storm. 

Power companies and tree removal 
services have been seen scouting the 
Meridian area to stay ahead of damages.

Possible Gas 
Price Increase 
After IDA

Morning Report 8-31-21 1:15 On Monday gas prices were at an average 
of $3.15 according to AAA and have 
since increased as much as three cents. 
Experts from GasBuddy, an app that 
saves you money, say that prices could 
average an increase of five to 15 cents 
per gallon in the next few weeks.
Between Mississippi and Louisiana, gas 
prices in Mississippi are the lower rates. I 
was told by a customer here that people 
are driving to Mississippi, buying gas, 
and then taking it back to Louisiana. 

SOT

There is a 52-cent difference in gas 
pricing between the state of Mississippi, 
which is averaging $2.78, and Louisiana 
averaging at $2.87 

SOT

To stay up to date on gas price increase, 
visit https://gasprices.aaa.com/



Labor 
Shortages on 
Labor Day

Morning Report 9-6-21 1:15 The typical Labor Day is celebrated with 
families gathering or just staying in bed 
to rest. For some people, this Labor Day 
meant the end of financial security. Since 
the pandemic, labor shortages have risen. 
According to the state legislature, the 
unemployment rate sits at 5.4%, with 
more job openings than people who are 
looking for work. Some employers 
believe that people aren’t willing to work 
because of the possibility of encountering 
COVID while on the job.

SOT

One reason for labor shortages is the 
demand that people now have for 
enjoying their own time. Instead of 
finding a job that just pays enough; 
people are looking for jobs of quality and 
reward. 

SOT

Some believe that with the stimulus 
programs ending, labor shortages will 
end along with it. Researchers believe 
otherwise. 

Meridian Police 
Officer ask for 
Pay Raise

Morning Report 9-7-21 1:15 With a population of over 40,000 people, 
crime rates in Meridian have been a 
posed concern for both the public and 
officials. Today, in the city council 
meeting an officer shared her concerns 
about the shortage on the police force and 
why she believes the department deserves 
a raise.

SOT

Officer Stevens shared that with the low 
number of officers on the force that she 
has willingly worked extra shifts because 
of the safety concerns she has for her 
counterparts.

SOT



Police Chief Deborah Young believes if 
the department were to get a raise, then it 
would be beneficial in keeping officers 
on the force.

SOT
9/11, A day that 
changed 
Aviation 
forever.

Morning Report 9-8-21 1:15 This year will mark the 20th anniversary 
of the 9/11 attack on the world trade 
center. Many changes have been made in 
the world of aviation since the tragic 
event took place. Today the president of 
the meridian airport authority remembers 
the day that changed the airline industry 
forever.

SOT

He remembers the immediate changes 
that begin to happen in the airline 
industry then.

SOT

Williams shares his strangest memory 
from that day in the form of two eerie 
long-distance phone calls he had 
received.

SOT

Flying now today aircraft security has 
greatly evolved, now all passengers 18 
years and older must now have a valid 
government-issued id to fly, improved 
security screenings, and the TSA was 
created in direct response to the tragic 
events of 9/11. 



East 
Mississippi 
Veteran's 
Memorial Park

Morning Report 9-9-21 1:15 Today I visited the future location for the 
Mississippi Veteran’s Memorial Park. I 
had the pleasure of speaking with retired 
veteran and board member of the project 
Danny smith who provided us with 
details on what’s to come.

SOT

Board member and retired veteran 
explains what made them want to build a 
veteran’s memorial park here in 
meridian?

SOT

Once the project is completed smith tells 
us what the memorial will symbolize for 
the city of Meridian.

SOT

The foundation asks for support from the 
community to help establish the east 
Mississippi veterans memorial park, a 
lasting tribute to area service members 
.for more information on how to help 
contact the East Mississippi Veteran’s 
Foundation. As of now, there is no 
completion date of the project.

LCSD's New 
Decompression 
Room for 
Teachers

Morning Report 9-13-21 1:15 Lauderdale County School District 
teamed up with Woodstock furniture to 
provide teachers with a decompression 
room. The room will be a place for 
teachers to go and relax when needed. 
Southeast Middle school was the first to 
receive this special delivery.

SOT

The owners of Woodstock Furniture, 
Scott and Bailey Honeycutt, are 
providing furniture like lounge chairs, 
tables, and lamps to schools in the 
district.



Food Truck 
Park Coming 
To Meridian.

Morning Report 9-14-21 1:15 The city of Meridian will soon have its 
first very own food truck park. The 

people of meridian will no longer have to 
track down where their favorite food 

truck will be next. Culinary park is one 
destination that will feature a variety of 
different food trucks. The owner of the 
park Jimmy Copeland explains what 

made him want to bring a food truck to 
the downtown meridian.

SOT

Most food trucks throughout the city 
were parked in front of businesses which 
is now illegal so Copeland figured out a 
location that would benefit all food 
trucks.

SOT

Plans are in order for Culinary park to be 
active as of October 1st vendors will be 
allowed to park without a fee until 
January 2021



Is There 
Really A Coin 
Shortage?

Morning Report 9-16-21 1:15 The way people spend money has 
changed over time. Since the pandemic, 
the flow and circulation of coins have 
greatly decreased and have become 
harder to obtain. Lately, businesses have 
been stating they are dealing with a coin 
shortage. But just how many people this 
day in age are still currently paying with 
cash? I went out today to see what are the 
payment method preferences of the 
people in meridian

SOT

Many people use credit cards or other 
electronic forms of payment nowadays, 
but cash is still the go-to option for some 
people.

SOT

Due to the pandemic, The Federal 
Reserve says coins are collecting dust in 
people's homes when they should be 
continually circulating through the 
economy but people seem to prefer credit 
or debit cards. The Federal Reserve is 
concerned enough about the coin supply 
problem that it's convened a U.S Coin 
Task Force to look for ways to get coins 
moving. The Task Force encourages 
individuals to start spending their coins, 
pay with exact change, deposit spare 
coins at a financial institution, and 
redeem coins at a coin kiosk or recycler.



Getting a 
head Start on 
the Future

Morning Report 9-16-21 1:15 Studies show that 62% of firms are 
currently struggling to fill skilled trade 
positions. Baby boomers have been the 
dominant group in this industry and 
currently make up the majority of skilled 
trade workers, but as they get older the 
need to fulfill those positions is getting 
harder.  Ninth graders toured thirteen 
career and technical education (CTE) 
programs at the Ross Collins Career and 
Technical Center. Garyeon Timmons, a 
9th grader interested in the web and 
concept program, expressed his 
excitement about the program. 

SOT

The different programs including 
culinary, automotive, construction, and 
others have students getting hands-on 
with their future. Assistant Director, Matt 
Johnson told us why the tour of the center 
is so important for the students. 

SOT

Students in the program can receive up to 
two college credits before graduating 
high school. The 9th-grade students will 
pick what specific program they will 
study this upcoming spring.



POW/MIA 
Observance 
Day

Morning Report 9-17-21 1:15 One local college made sure to take time 
out of their day to honor those who 
endured enemy capture and those who 
have yet to return home.  Today is 
National Prisoner of War and Missing In 
Action Observance day. It’s a day where 
Americans take the time to remember 
those who are and were prisoners of war 
and those that are still missing in action. 
Meridian Community College put aside 
time this morning to have an observance.  
The Director of Admissions Ashley 
Tanksley stated

SOT
The United States’ National POW/MIA 
Recognition Day is observed across the 
nation on the third Friday of September 
each year.

SOT

The flag remains a symbol of America's 
commitment to honor the sacrifices of all 
those who serve.

SOT

Although the day is recognized nationally 
it is not a Federal Holiday, the President 
of Meridian Community College tells us 
why he felt it was important for an 
Observance this morning .

SOT



E.F. Young 
Hotel under 
Collapse 
Zone order

Morning Report 9-22-21 1:15 The E.F. Young hotel has stood on 25th 
Avenue since 1931 but concerns for 
public safety are now at the forefront 
because of the building’s structure. 
Officials say that the specific concern is 
the front of the building which appears to 
bulge towards the street.
Chief Administrator Officer, Tim Miller, 
explained why the city felt it was time to 
establish a collapse zone. 

SOT

A building official stated that the 
department is now being proactive in 
inspecting other historic buildings to 
prevent issues like the Young Hotel.

SOT

Officials also tell us that the next steps in 
the future of the building are the hands of 
the owner. 




