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COVID-19 Relief 
Bill offers an 
additional $300 in 
weekly 
unemplyment 
benefits 
 

Morning Report 1-1-21   With many people still needing assistance 
due to the pandemic impacting their jobs, 
many welcome the additional unemployment 
benefits that are to come, thanks to the 
COVID-19 Relief Bill that was signed into 
law.  
 
 
The $900 billion bill signed into law renewed 
the weekly additional unemployment benefits, 
which will now be $300, instead of the $600 
that was being given in the beginning of the 
pandemic, that expired in July.  

 
 

The weekly additional $300 in unemployment 
benefits scheduled to last 11-weeks, expiring 
in mid-March.  
 
 
Mississippi and Alabama have seen a 
significant decrease in the number of 
individuals filing unemployment claims in the 
week of December 31, in comparison to the 
week of July 11. With 7,500 less claims filed 
in Mississippi, and almost 18,000 less claims 
filed in Alabama. 
 
 
Two Mississippians shared that they believe 
the extended additional unemployment 
benefits will help those struggling financially 
at this time.  
 
 
SOT 
 
As of now, it has not yet been announced 
when Mississippians and Alabamians will 
begin to see the weekly additional $300 in 
unemployment benefits. 
 



Local gym 
prepares for New 
Year's rush of new 
members 
 

Morning Report 1-4-21   New year, new me is the phase you hear this 
time of year. One popular New Year’s 
resolution is getting in shape, but now during 
a pandemic. 
 
SOT 

 
Robertson says cleaning is the most 
important concern throughout the gym. 
Members are asked to clean before and after 
using a piece of equipment as well as wear a 
mask. Equipment is also spaced out for 
social fitnessing.  
 
SOT 

 
Every 20 minutes, a staff member does a 
walk throughout the gym to clean surfaces 
and machines. She says it takes at least one 
hour to sanitize all equipment as well as the 
bathrooms and massage areas. 
 
 
SOT 

 

Local bank in 
Meridian prepares 
to accept PPP loan 
applications from 
small businesses 
 

Morning Report 1-4-21   In Meridian, many small businesses once 
again able to receive some financial relief, 
thanks to loans given through the Paycheck 
Protection Program. The program has been 
extended, giving businesses a second 
chance to apply for the forgivable loans.  
 
The recently passed COVID-19 relief bill 
allocates $284 billion for small business 
loans. 
 
Banks are preparing to accept Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) loan applications 
from small businesses, as soon as the US 
Small Business Administration (SBA) 
announces when they will begin accepting 
new applications. 
 
Businesses that received a loan in the first 
round are eligible to receive a second loan.  
 
For small businesses to qualify for a loan, 
they must not have more than 3-hundred 
employees, and the business must have 
been operating before February 2020.  
 
Citizens National Bank’s Meridian Regional 
President, Neil Henry, told Twin States News 
what local small business owners can expect 
when seeking a PPP loan in this second 



round.  
 
SOT 
 
Also giving insight on what small businesses 
who receive loans can expect when applying 
for loan forgiveness. 
 
SOT 
 
The SBA has a list of lenders participating in 
the paycheck protection program by state, for 
small businesses to apply through. 

 

Community 
developments 
underway in 
Meridian 
 

Morning Report 1-6-21   The City of Meridian is seeing economic 
development in the year of 2021. One of the 
main attractions is the restoration of the three 
foot Marriott Hotel in downtown Meridian next 
to the Riley center. 
 
SOT 
 
Other developments including restaurants, 
shopping centers and the Mississippi 
Children’s Museum-Meridian are on the rise 
in the area. A new shopping center is 
underway on Frontage Road next to iHop as 
well as a new Popeyes and Burger King on 
North Hills Street. Carmichael says the new 
three foot brewery in downtown is expected 
to bring much attention.  
 
SOT 
 
 
Although we are seeing much growth in the 
Meridian area, people are still encouraged to 
remain safe while exploring developments 
when they give the green light of opening. 
The city mask mandate is set to expire on 
February 28th, 2021. 
 
SOT 
 
These developments in Meridian should be 
set to open mid 2021. 

 



LEMA gives tips on 
how residents can 
remain prepared 
for future winter 
weather events 
 

Morning Report 1-11-21   Today, the Lauderdale County Emergency 
Management Agency advised residents to be 
cautious when driving, and to only travel if 
necessary, due to ice being on the roads.  

 
 

Across Lauderdale County, you can find 
remnants of ice, snow, and puddles left 
behind from the small winter weather event 
that came yesterday evening and early this 
morning. The Lauderdale County Emergency 
Management Agency monitored for inclement 
weather, preparing for a worst-case scenario 
once the winter weather advisory went into 
effect on Sunday morning.  
 
SOT 
 
 
Lauderdale County EMA Deputy Director, 
Greg Chatham also shared information on 
how residents can prepare for future winter 
weather events.  

 
 

SOT 
 
 
The Lauderdale County Emergency 
Management Agency encourages residents 
to sign up to receive notifications on severe 
or inclement weather 

 

MSU-Meridian to 
soon kickoff its 
Jumpstart Literacy 
Program 

 

Morning Report 1-12-21    
MSU-Meridian is planning to soon kick off its 
Jumpstart Literacy Program, thanks to 
funding from the Phil Hardin Foundation.  
 
The Jumpstart Literacy Program at MSU-
Meridian is being funded through a 3-year 
grant from the Phil Hardin Foundation. 
Through the program, MSU-Meridian is 
partnering with the Meridian Public-School 
District to have volunteer students from MSU-
Meridian, or one their partner community 
colleges, help pre-school students with 
language, literacy, and social emotional 
skills.  
 
 
Jeff Leffler, an assistant professor at MSU-
Meridian, shared that he believes bringing 
this program to the local community will 
greatly benefit students whose learning 
opportunities may have be impacted by the 
pandemic.  



 
 
SOT 
 
At this time, MSU-Meridian’s Jumpstart 
Program is still looking for student volunteers.  
 
SOT. 
 
MSU-Meridian is seeking 15 volunteers for 
the jumpstart program, the deadline to apply 
to volunteer is January 22. 

 

Remembering MLK 
at local Meridian 
church 
 

Morning Report 1-18-21   First Union Baptist Church was known for 
several Civil Rights activities in Meridian. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. left a mark in the 
community speaking at the church after the 
disappearance of Civil Rights leaders back in 
1964. 
 
SOT 
 
Although we are going through a time of fear 
and struggle, King’s legacy will continue to be 

celebrated throughout Meridian.

 
 

 
SOT 
 
Decades after King’s speech, Houston says 
we still need to follow King's example for the 
greater good of the community.  
 
SOT 

 

Junior Auxiliary 
donates water 
bottles to LCSD 
 

Morning Report 1-20-21   The Junior Auxiliary of Meridian is helping 
quench the thirst of local students. The 
organization is donating over 100 water 
bottles to each campus of the Lauderdale 
County School District as a part of their 
Helping Hands project. The first batch was 
delivered to Southeast Middle School and 
other schools will be followed.  
 
Robbi Cooper, Southeast Middle School 
Counselor says these water bottles are 
needed more than people realize. 
 
SOT 
 
SOT 
 
The Helping Hands project provides different 
essentials to local students throughout the 
year. 



 

EMEPA warns 
customers of 
potential 
scammers 

 

Morning Report 1-21-21   Over the weekend, the East Mississippi 
Electric Power Association says they 
received some reports from customers 
saying someone has been calling asking for 
immediate payment. Boles says these calls 
have been made over the Lauderdale County 
area. 
 
SOT 
 
Boles says this is a common thing they see 
every few months and encourages customers 
to never give out their personal or financial 
information. 
 
SOT 
 
EMEPA is not sure who is scamming their 
members. They believe scammers are calling 
at random posing as the company. If you 
believe you are receiving similar calls, hang 
up immediately and directly call the East 
Mississippi Electric Power Association. 
 

Bland announces 
run for re-election 
 

Morning Report 2-2-21   Mayor Percy Bland announced his reelection 
for mayor of Meridian Tuesday on the front 
steps of City Hall. Bland has served as mayor 
of Meridian for seven years and is looking 
forward to serving his third term. Bland says 
the city is conducting progress on many 
project developments that are expected to be 
complete in the spring of 2021.  
 
 
SOT 
 
 
Bland says if he’s re-elected, he will focus on 
projects of paving streets of Meridian and 
area investments. 
 
 
SOT 
 
 
The primary election is in April. 

 



LCSD to offer free 
online tutoring 
beginning this 
month 
 

Morning Report 2-1-21   The Lauderdale County School District is 
using tutoring as a teaching tool for students 
in the district. Beginning this month, online 
tutoring services will be available thanks to a 
grant the school recently applied for. 
 
SOT 
 
Tutoring services will be at students’ 
fingertips 24/7 and 365 days a year to work 
as a follow up as to what’s happening in the 
classroom. Roberts says appointments do 
not have to be scheduled and it will be a one-
minute wait time for students. 
 
SOT 
 
These tutoring options are not limited. The 
system allows students to choose from 300 
different subjects and receive one on one 
support. 
 
SOT 
 
Tutoring services will be available to students 
grades 5th through 12th this year and then 
available to students grades K through 12th 
next year. 

 

Golden Ticket 
Cinemas holds 
ribbon cut 
ceremony 
 

Morning Report 2-4-21   Get ready for the movie theater butter. The 
East Mississippi Business Development 
Corporation held a ribbon cutting ceremony 
today for Golden Ticket Cinemas at Uptown 
Meridian. The newly renovated space 
includes luxury reclined seats, reserved 
seating and expanded food and beverage at 
the concession stand.  
 
SOT 
 
Golden Ticket Cinemas is one out of 11 
locations in the United States. 
 
SOT 
 
Officials say the new theater is a great 
addition to the Meridian area. 
 



Businesses prep 
for Valentine's Day 
treat demand 
 

Morning Report 2-9-21   Valentine’s Day is the time to buy your 
sweetheart treats simply to say “I love you" 
and Carolyn’s Creations is gearing up for 
Valentine’s Day one heartbeat at a time. 
 
SOT 
 
Judy says compared to last year, their 
Valentine’s Day orders have gone up about 
35% despite the pandemic and orders are 
steady rolling in. 
 
SOT 
 
 
Another way to get your sweet tooth on this 
Valentine’s Day, Baskin Robbins helps the 
Junior Auxiliary with their 'Hearts for the Arts' 
campaign. 
 
 
Purchasing one heart-shaped mini cake from 
Baskin Robbins this year, gives students art 
supplies they need during the pandemic. 
 
 
SOT 
 
 
McGehee says there’s more of a need for 
supplies during the pandemic and the $5 
donations from each cake will give the push 
that’s needed. 
 
 
SOT 
 
 
For more information on the 'Hearts for Arts' 
campaign, visit here. 

Meridian 
organizations 
mentor youth 
during rise in 
crime 
 

Morning Report 2-10-21   Over the past few months, the City of 
Meridian has endured large amounts of crime 
that is targeted in the younger individual 
setting. Several groups in the Queen City 
have taken a stand in mentoring the younger 
generation to keep them in a positive 
environment. 
 
SOT 
 
Misty Carter is the director of the Carter 
Foundation Sisterhood Program which gives 
girls ages 12 to 18 educational and instilled 
values of life. 
 
 



SOT 
 
Statistics say students who attend after 
school programs show a higher performance 
in school and improved behavior than 
students who do not. Adrian Cross of the 
Meridian Freedom Project says although 
they’re virtual during this time, the purpose 
remains the same. 
 
SOT 
 
Influential guidance plays a big part in the 
project. 
 
 
SOT 
 

Neighborhood 
watch groups 
urged to revamp in 
Meridian 
 

Morning Report 2-11-21   In the midst of the pandemic, the 
neighborhood watch groups have not had the 
opportunity to meet like they normally would. 
Neighborhood Watch Program Coordinator, 
Lieutenant Rita Jack says its been about a 
year since meetings were put on hold due to 
the country shut down, leaving crime uneven 
in some areas. 
 
SOT 
 
Now that some limitations of COVID-19 have 
begun being lifted, Lieutenant Jack is 
encouraging groups to begin meetings again-
-whether it be virtual, through conference 
calls or meeting outdoors. She says meeting 
dates are still intact and law enforcement will 
be present. 
 
SOT 
 
The city is still in need of watch groups in the 
areas of the southside, eastside, Mt. Bordon 
and the Velma Young Community. 
 
SOT 
 
For more information on beginning a 
neighborhood watch group in your area, 
contact Lieutenant Rita Jack with the 
Meridian Police Department. 
 



Shelters provide 
essential care 
during freezing 
weather 
 

Morning Report 2-17-21   Any temperature reaching below 40 degrees, 
the Salvation Army makes it a mission to 
serve those in need. Lieutenant Tamara 
Robb says space is still available at any time 
and hot meals are served. 
 
SOT 
 
The shelter is not only for the homeless, but 
those who may not have power. Robb says 
the shelter continues to follow safety 
protocols due to COVID-19 including wearing 
a mask. 
 
SOT 
 
The Frances W. Davidson Shelter also has 
space available for any residents in need. In 
the midst of freezing weather, the shelter was 
able to help two individuals who were 
stranded in Meridian trying to get to their next 
destination. 
 
SOT 
 
One resident says she’s grateful the Frances 
W. Davidson Shelter is a place she can turn 
to in any given situation. 
 
SOT 
 
The Salvation Army is located at 710 B Street 
in Meridian. To make a donation or access 
service, call the Salvation Army at 601-483-
9570. The Frances W. Davidson Shelter can 
be reached at 601-483-4838. 
 

EMEPA preps for 
customer power 
outages 
 

Morning Report 2-15-21   The East Mississippi Electric Power 
Association crews are on standby if needed 
to repair power outages for customers. With 
icy weather conditions over the next day or 
so, Director of Marketing and 
Communications Julie Boles says they do 
expect the number of outages to increase. As 
of this morning, they’ve already begun seeing 
people without power. 
 
SOT 
 
Icy conditions are extremely hazardous when 
it comes to outages. The ice can weigh down 
power lines and that can cause a widespread 
outage. 
 
SOT 

 



Boles says safety tips on their website for icy 
weather as well as a place to report power 
outages. 
 

Meridian Rotary 
donates to MCM-
Meridian 
 

Morning Report 2-24-21   The Rotary Club of Meridian made a $20,000 
check presentation to the Mississippi 
Children’s Museum-Meridian for books to use 
in their library exhibit. The funds come from a 
roast fundraiser of Harry Mayor and a grant 
the club recently applied for by Rotary 
International organization. The museum is 
looking to purchase about 1,000 books for 
children to read while at the museum. 
 
SOT 
 
The Rotary Club’s donation will be denoted in 
each book. 
 
SOT 
 
The museum is set to open this spring. 

Thousands of 
sweet potatoes 
donated to local 
agencies 
 

Morning Report 2-25-21   A 44,000 pound donation of sweet potatoes 
arrived at the Wesley House on Thursday. 
The state-wide organization, Extra Tables 
brought the sweet potatoes from a farm in 
Mississippi. The sweet potatoes were given 
to 22 food pantries and churches in the East 
Mississippi area. 
 
SOT 
 
Ordering 2,000 pounds worth of sweet 
potatoes, Feed by Faith is able to expand 
their weekly food distributions because of the 
desperate need in the community during the 
pandemic. 
 
SOT 
 
Schultz says with their 6,000 pounds of 
potatoes, they’ll be able to service people for 
about a month at their weekly distributions. 
 



SOT 
 
Extra Tables donated 7,000 pounds of 
uncooked chicken tenders to local nonprofits 
in January. 
The Wesley House holds their weekly food 
distributions every Wednesday. 

Local teachers 
look forward to 
COVID-19 vaccine 
 

Morning Report 3-2-21   Mississippi teachers are now eligible to 
receive the COVID-19 vaccine. Lauderdale 
County School District COVID-19 Liaison Dr. 
DeShannon Davis has a sign of relief after 
receiving the first dose. Davis received the 
vaccine this past Friday and says she hasn’t 
had any side effects from the shot. 
 
SOT 
 
Davis is scheduling her second dose 
appointment for March 30th. She says she’s 
been in contact with several teachers over 
the past two months about when the vaccine 
will be available to them. 
 
SOT 
 
One teacher at Clarkdale High School says 
it’s been a struggle teaching during the 
pandemic, but is looking forward to rolling up 
his sleeve for the shot. 
 
SOT 
 
With wearing a mask and social distancing 
now being a requirement for schools, 8th 
grade cyber foundation teacher Katie Moffett 
at Clarkdale High School says getting the 
vaccine will hopefully reduce that. 
 
SOT 

Bland continues 
Meridian mask 
mandate 
 

Morning Report 3-3-21   It was announced today that the City of 
Meridian will remain under a mask mandate. 
This comes after Governor Tate Reeves 
signed a new Executive Order yesterday 
rolling back COVID-19 restrictions for 
Mississippians. Mayor Bland says COVID-19 
numbers have declined over the past few 
months, but feels residents shouldn’t let their 
guard down. 
 
SOT 
 
Bland says Meridian businesses will comply 
with the same capacity limitations as the 
governor implemented. Seating capacity of 
indoor activity is now at 50%. 
 



SOT 
 
Nine percent of the U.S. population have 
received the COVID-19 vaccine. Bland says 
the city is working with health officials to 
make sure more people are getting 
vaccinated in Meridian especially for 
minorities and people with a higher risk. 
 
SOT 
 
The mask mandate for the City of Meridian 
will be in effect until March 31st. 

Meridian schools 
wrap up "Read 
Across America" 
Week 
 

Morning Report 3-5-21    
The Meridian Public School District wraps up 
Read Across America this week. The district 
has celebrated Dr. Suess’ birthday from 
March 1st-5th with a bundle of his books 
throughout this week. Each school has 
themed everyday to correspond with Dr. 
Suess' legacy. 
 
SOT 
 
Parkview along with other schools across the 
United States celebrates Read Across America 
every year. The district has brought in many 
community leaders to read to classes in order 
to enhance the students’ reading skills. 
 
SOT 
 
Although the school is celebrating reading 
this week, reading doesn’t stop at school. 
Thomas encourages parents to read to their 
child at home to start developing them at an 
early age.  
 
SOT 



New device "Thea" 
helps detect eye 
disease 
 

Morning Report 3-8-21   A new device called AdaptDx Pro also known 
as “Thea” is now being used at Primary 
Eyecare of Meridian detecting a disease 
called age-related macular degeneration or 
AMD. This is a disease of the retina which 
can cause loss of vision for older patients. 
 
SOT 
 
Just a click of a button, Thea takes patients 
through a six minute screening for thorough 
eye detention. The device goes through a 
process called dark adaption to search for 
any signs of the disease. 
 
SOT 
 
Dr. Duong says there are several lifestyle 
changes to make to slow down the AMD 
disease. He also says chances increase for 
patients over the age of 50. 
 
SOT 
 
Primary Eyecare of Meridian began using the 
device early last month. 

Officials look back 
at one year of 
teaching during 
pandemic 
 

Morning Report 3-9-21   Classrooms across the state have looked 
completely different over the last year trying 
to provide students with the best way of 
learning while staying safe. Lauderdale 
County School District Curriculum Director 
Sandy Reid says technology has been the 
way to go for the majority of the school year. 
 
SOT 
 
Candice Maloney, a Chemistry and Physics 
teacher at Northeast High Schools has a total 
of 75 students, with 3 of them still learning 
virtually. She says performing hands on 
assignments was difficult in the beginning, 
but they are making due with COVID-19 
protocols. 
 
SOT 
 
Maloney says this year her students were 
pushed out of their comfort zone with new 
technology, but now it has become greatly 
beneficial. 
 
SOT 
 
Reed says through all the losses they have 
endured during the pandemic, they have 



developed many gains. 
 
SOT 
 

New barber college 
opens in Meridian 
 

Morning Report 3-12-21   Exclusive Cuts Barber College is the new 
addition in the Meridian area. Owner 
Dermaine Johnson officially opened the 
doors to his new barber school this week and 
already has 13 students enrolled. 
 
SOT 
 
Students pay $6500 each to take the course. 
They must learn the sense of barbering from 
a mental and physical standpoint. After hitting 
the books, it’s time for practicum. Each 
student has the choice of bringing in their 
own client for safety reasons. 
 
SOT 
 
After completing 1500 hours in the school, 
graduates can officially call themselves 
barbers. At 20 years old, Makiah Key is 
excited about showing off her skills in a male 
dominant profession. 
 
SOT 
 
Johnson says he plans to expand his 
business after seeing success of the school. 
 
SOT 
 
Exclusive Cuts is also a salon and 
barbershop. The business is located at 1732 
North Frontage Road, Meridian, MS. For 
more information on the new barber college, 
contact Dermaine Johnson at (334) 505-
7628. 
  



Wesley House 
receives $100,000 
donation 
 

Morning Report 3-18-21   The Wesley House Community Center 
received a $100,000 donation today from the 
new establishment “Mac Haik Food Fund” 
sponsored by Meridian native, Mac Haik and 
his wife. This service is in honor of his late 
parents, Joe and Frances Haik. 
 
SOT 
 
With the donation, the Wesley House is not 
only able to provide more substantial food 
items, they also plan to purchase a walk-in 
freezer. Assistant Executive Director of the 
Wesley House, Brandy Rey says the food 
demand has doubled over the past three 
years and about 1,200 bags are passed out 
per month. 
 
SOT 
 
Haik is a former football player at Meridian 
High School and was recognized as an All 
SEC and Honorable Mention All American 
Play at Ole Miss. He had a four-year success 
as a first draft choice of the then NFL 
Houston Oilers before an injury. Mac has 
been inducted into the Ole Miss Athletic Hall 
of Fame and the Ole Miss Alumni Hall of 
Fame. He now serves on the 
Entrepreneurship Board for the college. 
 
With the help of 20 close friends from 
Meridian, he was able to make the donation a 
success. 
 
SOT 
 
Haik now resides in Houston, Texas. The 
Wesley House hands out food bags once a 
month on Wednesday. For more information, 
call (601)485-4736. 
 



Meridian 
Children's Museum 
holds ribbon cut 
ceremony 
Thursday 
 

Morning Report 3-25-21   The Mississippi Children’s Museum-Meridian 
held a ribbon cut ceremony Thursday to 
prepare for the grand open on this coming 
Saturday. Officials came together to cut the 
ribbon. The museum has been in the works 
for about six years and under construction 
since 2019. Executive Director Liz Wilson 
says the journey has been long, but worth it.  
 
SOT 
 
Covering 25,000 square feet, the museum 
features inside and outside exhibits.  
 
SOT 
 
The grand opening of the museum will be this 
Saturday, March 27th beginning at 9 a.m to 5 
p.m. Wilson says all exhibits will be 
thoroughly cleaned from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
each day. While in the museum, you may 
spot some familiar places you see in 
Downtown Meridian, such as the Riley 
Center. 
 
SOT 
 
Adults must be accompanied by a child to 
attend the Children's Museum. For more 
information on purchasing tickets, visit here. 

 

 


