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Democratic 
candidates speak 
at primary mayoral 
debate

Morning Report 4-5-21 1:15 Four out of five Democratic Mayoral 
Candidates expressed their concerns and 
answered questions from the public at the 
Meridian Democratic Primary Mayoral 
Debate at the MSU Riley Center hosted by 
Twin States News. Each candidate had the 
chance to express their platforms for the 
upcoming general election and why they 
would be the best fit to serve as mayor.

In attendance were Percy Bland, Kim 
Houston, Randle Jennings and Jimmie 
Smith. Percy Bland has served as mayor for 
two terms and wants to continue 
developments in Meridian.

SOT

Serving as City Council Ward 4 for the past 
eight years, Kim Houston says she wants to 
work on improving the city.

SOT

Candidate Randle Jennings says he is 
looking to meet the needs of the community if 
elected as the next mayor.

SOT

Serving on the Lauderdale County Board of 
Supervisors and law enforcement for years, 
Jimmie Smith finds efforts in keeping the 
Queen City clean.

SOT

Voting for the first democratic primary will be 
tomorrow from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. All candidates 
including Tyrone Johnson will be on the 
ballot. The general election is June 8th.



Return of allergy 
season

Morning Report 4-6-21 1:15 Spring has officially sprung and now is the 
start of allergy season. As trees grow and 
plants bloom, pollen is released in the air. A 
local allergist, Dr. Todd Adkins, at the 
Mississippi Asthma and Allergy Clinic 
suggest that allergens can be worse in the 
south, than other environmental areas. 

SOT

Dr. Adkins also advise to know the common 
allergy symptoms, which generally include
'nasal congestion or sneezing or nasal and 
ocular itching, very common allergy 
symptoms.'
Adkins urge that once allergy symptoms have 
been identified to consider self-help 
treatments such as ‘over the counter nasal 
sprays and anti-histamines’ to start, but for 
those experiencing more severe symptoms to 
consider these options as a source relief. 
Adkins advise of three additional treatment 
options:

SOT

"Shoot For A Cure" 
a week away

Morning Report 4-8-21 1:15 Shooting For a Cure begins just a week from 
today. This will be the 8th annual event 
hosted by the East Mississippi Electric Power 
Association to go toward a worthy cause. The 
event will be held Friday, April 15th and 
Saturday April 16th, 2021.

SOT

Shooters will aim fire at Camp Binachi this 
year with teammates or individually. Brewer 
says groups are signing up and they’ve 
already raised $20,000 this year.

SOT

Shooters are asked to follow COVID-19 
guidelines during this event.

SOT

For more information on Shoot For a Cure, 
contact Margaret Brewer at 601-581-8602.



Bland, Smith to 
face off in runoff 
election

Morning Report 4-8-21 1:15 Mayoral candidates Percy Bland and Jimmie 
Smith came out on top during the democratic 
primary on yesterday. Smith claimed 40% of 
the vote with Bland right behind him at 35%. 
Both candidates say they’ll be working even 
harder the next few weeks for the runoff 
election.

SOT

SOT

Percy Bland has served two terms as mayor 
of Meridian and Smith has years of 
experience in both the Lauderdale County 
Board of Supervisors and the Meridian Police 
Department. Officials are saying the race will 
be too close to call.

SOT

SOT

The runoff election will be April 27th. 
Whoever claims victory in that race will move 
on to the general election and face Weston 
Lindemann and Robert J. Ray in the general 
election, June 8th.

Open Arms Inc. 
reaches a year in 
emergency food 
distribution

Morning Report 4-13-21 1:15 As packed boxes come in, food bags go out. 
Volunteers are preparing for the annual food 
distribution at Open Arms, Inc. in 
Philadelphia. Co Chairman John Bowen says 
today makes a full year since the 
organization switched to emergency food 
distribution for the pandemic.

SOT
An average of 375 bags are packed and 
given during the distribution-filled with fruit, 
vegetables and pastries. The organization 
aims to satisfy every stomach in the Neshoba 
County area.

SOT
With the help of several agencies in Neshoba 
County, the organization is able to keep a 
flow of supplies throughout distributions. 

SOT
Open Arms, Inc. hands out food bags every 
second and fourth Tuesday of every month 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. For information call, 
(601) 663-8505.



Meridian High 
seniors attend 
FAFSA event 
Wednesday

Morning Report 4-14-21 1:15 As graduation draws near for Meridian High 
School seniors, college is right around the 
corner. The Meridian Public School District 
partnered with Get2College to host a FAFSA 
event at Meridian Community College. This is 
a part of their GearUp grant.

SOT

Students can send their financial aid 
applications to six different colleges. In 
February, financial aid experts helped a total 
of 33 students with their FAFSA and that goal 
was made for Wednesday as well. Parents 
were in on the 45-minute process to be made 
aware of what opportunities their students 
could be offered.

SOT

With circumstances of the pandemic, officials 
want students to gain all the opportunities 
necessary to be successful. Cross says that 
starts with their help.

SOT

The Meridian Public School District plans to 
host another FAFSA event before graduation.

'All Around Pool 
and Spa' 
celebrates 20 years 
in business

Morning Report 4-16-21 1:15 20 years has gone by since the All Around 
Pool and Spa opened in Meridian. Manager 
Wendy Richardson says this is the time of 
year where customers are getting stocked up 
on equipment for home pools.

SOT

With the coronavirus hitting during warm 
weather last year, Richardson says they were 
deemed essential to assist those who 
needed their services.

SOT

Customers who come in today and Saturday 
will receive 20% off their order. They’ll 
receive an additional 5% off on Friday as 
well. Along with discounts, the business gave 
away some prizes to customers.

SOT

All Around Pool and Spa is located at 1200, 
5th Street in Meridian.



Junior Auxiliary 
celebrates 'World 
Art Day' Thrusday

Morning Report 4-16-21 1:15 The Junior Auxiliary of Meridian celebrates 
‘World Art Day’ in collecting art supplies for 
school districts in Lauderdale County. The 
celebration was held Thursday at Dumont 
Plaza in downtown. Member Dana Moore 
says supplies have been limited due to the 
pandemic.

SOT

Making crafts, painting and musical 
performances were only half the treat of this 
celebration. Vendors showcased their 
profession in the arts for children who may 
have interest.

SOT

Several people donate art supplies to benefit 
the Hearts of the Arts initiative. Moore says 
Junior Auxiliary is always open in helping the 
community. 

SOT

To learn more about the 'Hearts for the Arts,' 
visit here.

Summer camp to 
reopen in Meridian

Morning Report 4-19-21 1:15 If you are looking for somewhere for the kids 
to spend their summer vacation, the Pine 
Lake Fellowship Camp is hosting an open 
house on Saturday, April 24th, from 11:00, 
am - 2:00 pm. Potential campers and parents 
will get a preview of the culture at Pine Lake 
by meeting the staff, exploring the 
campgrounds, and will also get to participate 
in a few classic camp favorites. Executive 
Director, Matt Graybill says summer camp 
can have great benefits that can be long-
lasting.

SOT

Pine Lake is back after a two-year hiatus due 
to covid-19 and the director advises they are 
taking every safety precaution to keep 
campers safe.

SOT

Summer camp begins on June 6th and will 
run through July 3rd. For more information, or 
to register for the open house, click on the 
link above. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/235377598381664


Dolly Parton's 
"Imagination 
Library"

Morning Report 4-26-21 1:15 According to education experts, parents play 
an important role in developing reading 
habits in their children. That’s why Kemper 
County is participating in Imagination Library 
to promote early childhood literacy. 

Founded by the famous country singer, Dolly 
Parton, Imagination Library is a foundation 
that teams with local community partners to 
inspire a love of reading in children. The 
program works by mailing a free ‘high-quality’ 
book to children, age 5 and under, every 
month. 

Loretta Hulin, Kemper County’s Imagination 
Library Coordinator, says the program 
prepares children for the future.

SOT

Hulin also says everyone in the community 
plays a huge role in childhood development, 
starting with a child's parent.

SOT

The Imagination Library program is 
sponsored by the United Way of East 
Mississippi, the Strasser Family Foundation, 
and the Partners for Kemper County, 
Community Foundation of East Mississippi. 
To enroll your child or county in this program, 
please click here.

MPSD holds 
leadership training 
for administration

Morning Report 4-26-21 1:15 The Meridian Public School District recently 
launched a Meridian LEADS initiative. 
Administrators of each campus have met 
twice a month since February to key on 
topics that will make them better leaders for 
their school.

SOT

With those expectations comes a total of ten 
sessions leaders must go through. Assistant 
Principal Kevin Conley explains he’s able to 
take those tools to use in the upcoming 
school year.

SOT

Dr. Kim Benton is a former principal for the 
district and is able to share her expertise 
during professional development sessions. 
She says stronger leaders make stronger 
students.

https://imaginationlibrary.com/


SOT

The Meridian Public School District will 
complete all administrative sessions in June

Choctaw Area 
Council endures 
severe storm 
damage

Morning Report 5-4-21 1:15 Servpro workers clean up what’s left of the 
Choctaw Area Council Boy Scouts of 
America. Scout Executive Ken Kercheval 
says he and his office manager were in the 
building during the time of the storm 
yesterday.

SOT

As a result of the severe storm, the majority 
of the ceiling tiles are gone, they received 
excessive water damage and installation is 
everywhere. Kercheval says all of it will have 
to be replaced.

SOT

Kercheval says the crewman came in last 
night to assist with the cleanup. They’re 
trying to salvage what they can at this point.

SOT

The council will have to relocate their office 
temporarily until the building is restored.

SOT

Kercheval says they will begin replacing the 
roof Thursday.

Teacher 
Appreciation 
Week: Jennifer 
Moore

Morning Report 5-5-21 1:15 Jennifer Moore has been a teacher at 
Northeast Lauderdale High School for 15 
years. Moore began her journey as a special 
needs teacher after working for an agency as 
a social worker and saw that it was her 
calling.

SOT

After the encouragement from her co-
workers, she soon received a degree in 
education.

SOT

After all the tears and years of dedicated 
service, Moore was awarded Teacher of the 
Year for the 2020-2021 school year. She 
says she is just one of many teachers who 



could have gotten the honor.

SOT

In doing that, Moore is able to teach and 
mentor nine students to be their best even 
when she is not around.

SOT

MCM-Meridian 
holds ribbon 
cutting for "My 
Fantastical 
Backyard"

Morning Report 5-6-21 1:15 The Mississippi Children’s Museum-Meridian 
held a ribbon cutting ceremony today for the 
debut of their “My Fantastical Backyard. 
Several officials came together to cut the 
ribbon. The museum opened its doors in 
March and Executive Director Liz Wilson 
says it’s been a huge success thus far.

SOT

The “My Fantastical Backyard” covers 25,000 
square feet and gives many activities for 
children to enjoy. Wilson says the museum 
has already served over 8,000 children over 
17 states in the last month.

This is the fifth visit Raven Hillie and her 
three children have made to the museum and 
she says with her background in early 
childhood education, she understands her 
children’s curiosity. 

SOT

Kasen Winstead says he enjoys the waterfall, 
boats and the sandbox in the backyard.

With COVID-19 still in the air, Wilson says 
cleanings will be met throughout the day.

SOT

The Mississippi Children's Museum-Meridian 
is open Tuesday-Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and Sundays from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.



Organizers plan for 
2021 "Love Out 
Loud" mission

Morning Report 5-6-21 1:15 Organizers for Love Out Loud-Meridian 
mission held a meeting today to discuss the 
plans for the upcoming event. This will be the 
9th year Love Out Loud mission and the 
dates for this year are July 18th-23rd. About 
25 churches are set to do numerous acts of 
kindness throughout that week in the 
community. Events from last year were 
scaled back due to the pandemic, but 
organizers hope the event will be bigger and 
better this year.

SOT

If churches are interested in volunteering, call 
(601) 265-1034 or send an email to 
info@lolmeridian.com. For more information, 
visit here.

Mayoral forum held 
by East MS 
Realtors Tuesday

Morning Report 5-11-21 1:15 The East Mississippi Realtors held a forum 
today for the three Meridian Mayoral 
candidates running for office. East 
Mississippi Realtors President Jerome Kittrell 
was the moderator for the event and 
questions came from the realtors. Democrat 
Jimmie Smith says cleaning the city will be at 
the top of his list if he is elected.

SOT

Topics of discussion were based on duties as 
mayor, finances for the city as well as 
economic development. Running as an 
independent, Weston Lindemann plans to 
represent the city as a whole.

SOT

Republican Robert Ray says he is looking to 
address crime, streets and the school system 
as part of his campaign.

SOT

All candidates say they are looking forward to 
campaigning within the next month. The 
general election will be June 8th.

https://www.lolmeridian.com/


Hurricane 
Preparedness 
Week tips

Morning Report 5-12-21 1:15 Hurricane season is quickly approaching and 
staying aware is key. The Mississippi gulf 
area endured about 8 hurricanes back-to-
back in 2020 and LEMA Director Odie Barrett 
says we can possibly see that again this 
year.

SOT

Barrett says any storm on the westside of our 
local area can do more damage than the 
eastside. He says staying prepared is always 
important for uncurrent times, especially 
having plenty of food and water.

SOT

Barrett says the season can begin sooner 
than later due to the number of outbreaks 
from last year. He says June 1st is ideal, but 
May 15th could possibly begin the season.

SOT

Residents can receive weather updates by 
texting their zip code to 888-777.

MCC holds 
dedication and 
ribbon cutting for 
Culinary Arts 
Program

Morning Report 5-17-21 1:15 Meridian Community College hosted a 
dedication and ribbon cutting today for the 
Mark Chandler Center for Culinary Arts. 
Officials honored the late Mark Chandler who 
directed the program for several years. His 
family was also honored with plaques in 
remembrance of his legacy. 

SOT

The college has owned the building for quite 
some time and decided to do new 
renovations and triple the size for the 
Culinary Arts Program with the help of LPK 
Architects.

SOT

Officials from several areas and current and 
former students helped the college cut the 
ribbon. Dr. Huebner says the renovations 
began last July.



MSU-Meridian to 
offer new Bachelor 
of Applied 
Sciences emphasis 
in the fall

Morning Report 5-18-21 1:15 A partnership between Mississippi State 
University-Meridian and Meridian Community 
College allows students further opportunities 
in applied sciences. Beginning in the fall, 
MSU-Meridian will offer a new Bachelor of 
Applied Sciences emphasis in trade 
supervisions. 

Associate Vice President Dr. Terry Dale 
Cruise says this emphasis is different from 
the applied sciences degree from two years 
ago.

SOT

The program will be held at the Meridian 
Community College Workforce Training 
Center. President Dr. Thomas Huebner says 
MCC is the only community college in the 
state that has the emphasis in applied 
sciences.

SOT.

Cruise says the degree is 120 hours. He says 
60 hours and 45 hours of technical credit will 
come from MCC and the rest from MSU-
Meridian.

SOT

Students May choose up to three specific 
emphasis areas to complete the degree 
requirements.

SOT

For more information on the new trade 
supervision program, click here.

"Shared Smiles" 
event held for 
Mental Health 
Awareness Month

Morning Report 5-24-21 1:15 It’s Mental Health Awareness Month and the 
Wesley House and Key Field Air National 
Guard partnered together to share smiles 
today at the Cash Saver Grocery Store in 
Meridian. The groups handed out smiley face 
finger puppets along with mental health sticks 
with words of encouragement. Locals had the 
chance to write small messages of hope on a 
chalk table set up.

SOT

The Wesley House and Key Field have also 
partnered this month doing several events 
geared toward Mental Health Awareness.

https://www.meridian.msstate.edu/news/2021/05/17/msu-meridian-offer-new-bachelor-applied-science-emphasis-trades-supervision-mcc/


LCSD says camera 
technology is 
helping solve 
crime

Morning Report 5-28-21 1:15 The Lauderdale County Sheriff’s Department 
has been using new camera technology to 
help solve crimes and recover stolen 
vehicles. Chief Deputy Ward Calhoun says 
the cameras have been in use for about three 
months and they have helped the department 
recover six vehicles.

SOT

The Flock Safety cameras utilize vehicle 
fingerprinting technology and capture vehicle 
models along with the timestamp and state. 
Calhoun says the cameras can also send 
alerts when stolen cars pass by the area. 

SOT

The footage is not permanent. After 30 days 
the video is deleted from the cameras. 
Additionally, it doesn’t capture any facial 
recognition. Calhoun says the eight cameras 
are helping them in a major way.

SOT

The Flock Safety cameras are also available 
for neighborhoods and businesses.

Memorial Day 
program held at 
Doughboy 
Monument in 
Meridian

Morning Report 6-1-21 1:15 A day of remembrance as locals attend the 
2021 Memorial Day program. The program 
was held at Doughboy Monument in 
downtown Meridian. There was a role call of 
all the men from Lauderdale County-from the 
first to die in World War I to most recent 
casualty in Operation Iraqi Freedom-were 
read in a tribute. 

Veteran Virgil B. Cole says remembering his 
friends while in service is one thing he’ll 
never forget.

SOT

As the saying goes--all gave some and some 
gave all--Veteran Martin McCann says 
Memorial Day is not about them (veterans), 
but those who never returned home.

SOT

There was a laying of the wreaths and the 
twenty-one gun salute by the Meridian Police 
Department Honor Guard.

SOT



June Earth's 
Bounty this 
Saturday

Morning Report 6-2-21 1:15 After a cold winter, a crippling February ice 
storm and a soggy spring, the crops are 
finally in. So, grab your tote bags and get an 
early start this Saturday, June 5 at the June 
Earth’s Bounty Festival in downtown 
Meridian. 

Our area farmers will be bringing red and 
green tomatoes, green beans, peppers, 
cucumbers, 
turnips, squash and possibly some potatoes, 
English peas, broccoli and cauliflower. The 
festival 
market opens at 8 a.m. and closes at noon at 
Singing Brakeman Park downtown on Front 
Street. 

SOT

Adding a new element to the fresh produce 
will be Mary’s Microgreen Market, which 
features 
plant shoots that can be added to entrees, 
salads and smoothies. She has a wide 
selection, 
including beets, mustard, kale, broccoli, salad 
mix, wheat grass, Swiss chard and pea 
shoots. 

Participating farmers will accept vouchers 
from the Senior Farmers Market Nutrition 
Program, 
and our monthly gift bag will be awarded to a 
father, so register yourself or a dad you love. 
While you shop, country musician and 
acoustic guitar player Daniel Houze will 
entertain, and 
you’ll want to see the Meridian Police 
Department Mounted Patrol with its 
magnificent 
Clydesdales. They’ll stop in for a visit, and 
you can’t miss them. These incredible horses 
weigh 
2,000 pounds each. 

During Saturday’s festival, we’ll award the 
prestigious Andy Smith Excellence Award, 
which will 
be given to the 2020 season vendor who best 
exemplified the vision and passion of Andy 
Smith, 
one of the founders of the Earth’s Bounty 
Festival.



'College for Kids' 
kicks off at 
Meridian 
Community 
College

Morning Report 6-7-21 1:15 Meridian Community College kicked off their 
annual ‘College for Kids’ summer enrichment 
program today. The program is for children 
ages 6-12. Due to COVID-19, last year put a 
pause on the 2-week experience, but Director 
of Student Engagement Brandon Dewease 
says they're excited to start back. 

SOT

About 500 children are participating this year. 
The college is ensuring new safety protocols 
to limit exposure while still allowing the 
summer experience. Dewease says some of 
the classes will be smaller.

SOT

The College for Kids program will be from 
June 7th-11th and June 14th-18th. For more 
information on the program, visit here.

Ribbon cutting 
held for Rock 
Community 
Resource Center 
grand openin

Morning Report 6-7-21 1:15 The East Mississippi Business Development 
Corporation held a ribbon cutting ceremony 
to celebrate the grand opening of the Rock 
Community Resource Center in Meridian. 
The center is located in the former sanctuary 
of Freedom Rock Fellowship Church. 

Officials says this to assist in meeting the 
needs of those in the community and provide 
free essentials such as toiletry items, water, 
canned goods and more.

SOT

SOT

The Rock Community Resource Center is 
currently working on a schedule for people to 
come pick up the essentials they need. 

https://meridiancc.edu/programs/college4kids/index.html


Preparing for 
summer-like 
temperatures

Morning Report 6-8-21 1:15 It’s not summer time yet, but the 
temperatures sure do feel like it. Lauderdale 
County Emergency Management Agency 
Director Odie Barrett says the agency has 
come up with a new website to keep people 
informed on heat-related tips and more.

SOT

Staying outside for long periods of time and 
not wearing appropriate clothing in heat can 
also trigger a heat-related emergency. 

SOT

While some families will be traveling during 
the summer, Public Safety Director Doug 
Steven says it’s important to keep your 
vehicle ready during heat as well.

SOT

For more information on heat-related tips, 
visit our website.

Jimmie Smith wins 
Meridian mayor's 
race

Morning Report 6-8-21 1:15 Democrat Jimmie Smith will be the next 
mayor of Meridian after winning the general 
election Tuesday night.

SOT

Smith claimed 62.7% of the vote with 
Independent Weston Lindemann claiming 
35.6% and Republican Robert Ray with 1.7% 
of the vote. With this new position, Smith 
says he plans to meet many needs in the 
city.

SOT

After being retired for three years, Smith was 
approached about running for mayor to make 
a change in the community. Smith believes 
his years of experience in leadership could 
play a helpful part.

SOT

http://www.lemaonline.com/


Swimming lessons 
available at 
Meridian 
Community 
College

Morning Report 6-16-21 1:15 It only takes a matter of seconds for one to 
drown in a body of water. The Centers for 
Disease Control reports that drowning is one 
of the top leading causes of death for 
children.

As many families plan summer activities 
involving water this summer, Meridian 
Community College Fitness Center Director 
Wade Heggie says everyone should know 
how to swim.

SOT

During the summer term, Meridian 
Community College will be offering swimming 
lessons every Monday and Wednesday. 
Heggie says any water activity can be fun, 
but also dangerous if one can’t swim.

SOT

Heggie says the classes vary from about ten 
people with four certified swim instructors, 
teaching several techniques to beginner, 
intermediate and advanced swimmers.

SOT

While enjoying the water this summer, 
Heggie advises people to stay together when 
swimming and be cautious. 

SOT

For more information on MCC swimming 
lesson, call 601-484-8763




