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PROGRAMS 
 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 

 
WJXT broadcasts a locally-produced public affairs program.  THIS WEEK IN JACKSONVILLE is a 

half-hour news format and addresses current issues in Jacksonville.  It is broadcast on Sundays from 

9-9:30AM.  It is also posted to News4JAX.com. 

 

 

NEWS PROGRAMS 
The following News programs are broadcast live on Channel 4.1.  All are locally produced news 

programs presenting news, weather, sports and issue-related feature stories.  Issue-responsive news 

segments are usually one to two minutes in duration, unless otherwise indicated. 

 

 PROGRAM DAY TIME 

 

NEWS4JAX AT 4:30AM Mondays-Fridays 4:30-5:00AM 

NEWS4JAX AT 5AM Mondays-Fridays 5:00-7:00AM 

THE MORNING SHOW Mondays-Fridays 7:00-10:00AM 

NEWS4JAX AT NOON Mondays-Fridays 12:00-12:30PM 

NEWS4JAX AT 4PM Mondays-Fridays 4:00-4:30PM 

NEWS4JAX AT 5PM Mondays-Fridays 5:00-5:30PM 

NEWS4JAX AT 5:30PM Mondays-Fridays 5:30-6:00PM 

NEWS4JAX AT 6PM Mondays-Fridays 6:00-6:30PM 

NEWS4JAX AT 6:30PM Mondays-Fridays 6:30-7:00PM 

THE 10 O’CLOCK NEWS  Mondays-Fridays 10:00-11:00PM 

NEWS4JAX AT 11:00PM Mondays-Fridays 11:00-11:30PM 

 

THE MORNING SHOW Saturdays 6:00-10:00AM 

NEWS4JAX AT 6PM Saturdays 6:00-6:30PM 

THE 10 O’CLOCK NEWS Saturdays 10:00-10:30PM 

NEWS4JAX AT 11PM Saturdays 11:00-11:30PM 

THE MORNING SHOW Sundays 7:00-9:00AM 

NEWS4JAX AT 6PM Sundays 6:00-6:30PM 

THE 10 O’CLOCK NEWS Sundays 10:00-10:30PM 

NEWS4JAX AT 11PM Sundays 11:00-11:30PM 
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OTHER LOCAL PROGRAMMING 

 

River City Live Mondays-Fridays 11:00AM-12:00PM 

Live showcase of the energetic lifestyle of Jacksonville.  River City Live highlights the exciting 

things viewers may (or likely may not) know about Northeast Florida - including live music, 

amazing food, dazzling arts and culture, thrilling entertainment, incredible charities, and 

everything in between.   

 

All-Star Athletes 

Each week during the school year, we honor a high school athlete from any sport who also excels 

in academics and community service with the All-Star Athlete award.  A special section is also 

featured on our web channel www.News4JAX.com. 

 

In The Game Saturdays 3:30PM 

A weekly series providing local coverage of Northeast Florida high school sports. 

 

Sunday Sports Zone Sundays 10:30PM 

Live wrap up of the week’s local and national sports events.   

 

 

SPECIALS 

 

Winning Amelia:  The Amelia Island Concours d'Elegance 

Aired January 1.  How racing legends “bent” the rules, a historic barn-find reunion, and the 

world’s best motoring event.  Behind the scenes at The Amelia Island Concours d’ Elegance, an 

annual local event in Amelia Island, Florida. 

 

Curtains Up:  The Making of a High School Musical 

Aired January 1.  A blend of behind-the-scenes and live performances from some of the most 

talented students in Northeast Florida.  Channel 4 goes behind the curtain with members of the 

Summer Musical Theatre Experience at Florida State College at Jacksonville as they prepare and 

present numbers from Disney’s Newsies musical. 

 

Igniting the Future:  The STEM Education Revolution 

Aired January 1.  Channel 4 begins a four part documentary series exploring public education in 

Northeast Florida.  Part 1 highlights the STEM technology revolution changing the face of 

education.  Hosted by Melanie Lawson. 

 

Igniting the Future:  School Choice  

Aired January 7.  Channel 4 begins a four part documentary series exploring public education in 

Northeast Florida.  Part 2 is a debate ripped from today’s headlines…School Choice.  Just how 

well is Jacksonville providing educational choices to students and their families?  Melanie 

Lawson takes an inside look in this insightful documentary, Igniting the Future:  School Choice. 
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The Jacksonville International Auto Show 

Aired February 13.  News4Jax’s Kent Justice, Lauren Verno and Richard Nunn take you inside 

the sights and sounds of the 2020 JADA (Jacksonville Automobile Dealers Association) Auto 

Show. 

 

Jacksonville Remembers Mayor Jake Godbold 

Aired February 20.  Channel 4 brings you the celebration of life for one of the most beloved 

mayors in the history of Jacksonville. 

 

First Coast Spelling Bee 

Aired February 27.  Live from Jacksonville University.  Fourteen finalists from counties in 

Northeast Florida compete to go to Washington, DC for the National Scripps Spelling Bee. 

 

The Players Coverage 

Aired March 9-13.  Nightly updates on The Players Championship which is played locally in 

Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

Election 2020:  Florida Presidential Primary 

Aired March 17.  WJXT brings you live up to the minute results of Florida’s Presidential 

Primary.  Hosted by Tom Wills and Mary Baer. 

 

EVENTS 
 

Wolfson Children’s Hospital 

Wolfson Children’s Challenge Telethon on January 14-$104,617 raised for Wolfson Children’s 

Hospital.  Proceeds will be matched 125% by Baptist Health endowment to fund life-saving 

trauma equipment. 

 

Wolfson Children’s Challenge event on January 25-1,700 runners participated this year.   

 

USO Welcome Center 

Collection drive to help USO Welcome Center fill their shelves with snacks and personal care 

items for military travelers who visit the USO Welcome Center at Jacksonville Airport.  9,368 

items collected. 

 

UNF Adaptive Toy Project 

Awareness campaign for UNF Adaptive Toy Project/Engineering students create toy cars for 

children with disabilities. 

 

 

CORE ISSUES 
 

WJXT gave significant coverage to the following local community issues. 
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Crime & Court 

Health & Public Safety 

Science & Environment 

Government and Politics 

 

The station’s coverage of these issues on news and public affairs programs is detailed below. 

 

CRIME & COURT 

 

Kimberly Kessler Case  

 

1/9/2020 10:00 pm 0’14” 

2/28/2020 6:00 am 0’57” 

2/28/2020 8:00 am 0’57” 

2/28/2020 6:00 pm 1’58” 

 

News4Jax continues to follow the story about the case of Kimberly Kessler - the woman accused 

of killing Joleen Cummings.  Investigators say, she was the last person to see Joleen Cummings 

alive.  The two worked together at Tangles Hair Salon in Yulee.  Joleen Cummings, the mother 

of three children disappeared in May of 2018... but her body has yet to be found.  

 

Kimberly Kessler's second mental competency hearing is still pending as of early January.   State 

Psychologists say Kessler is now competent for prosecution.  A judge has yet to make a final 

ruling.  

 

Nearly two years after Joleen Cummings was reported missing, the woman charged with her 

murder will be back in court this morning for another competency hearing. A judge ruled 

Kimberly Kessler not fit to stand trial last July - after doctors evaluated several factors, including 

whether she understood the charges against her and could behave appropriately in court. She was 

then committed to Florida State Hospital to restore her competency. Months later, in October-the 

hospital said she was quote "competent to proceed and no longer meets criteria for continued 

involuntary commitment."  During a competency hearing the next month, Kessler asked the 

judge for a new attorney, calling her representation a "piece of garbage."  However, her request 

was denied.  

Kimberly Kessler is charged with first-degree murder in Joleen Cumming’s death.  

 

 

UBER Driver Crimes 

 

2/27/2020 10:00 pm 1’36” 

2/27/2020 11:00 pm 1’08” 

2/28/2020 4:30 am 1’30” 

 

News4Jax covering a story about an Uber driver who is now a suspect in a sexual assault case 

involving a 15 year old girl.  Informing the community about these types of crimes helps prevent 

them moving forward.  The Uber driver is a 69-year man, named Ingo Kreig who had once 
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owned the Jacksonville Tea Men professional soccer team in the 1980's and had also helped to 

promote the Jacksonville Armada Soccer team.  According to a Baker County incident report, 

Kreig was working as an Uber driver when he groped the girl who was his passenger.  The girl 

called him to pick her up from Jacksonville and take her to her boyfriend’s house in Baker 

County.  Detectives say during the ride, Kreig began to grope the girl and telling her what he 

wanted to do with her.  The report states he even solicited her to have sex with him in exchange 

for Uber services.  While Kreig was talking and groping, the girl was recording the conversation 

and the inappropriate touching with her cell phone.  News4Jax crime and safety expert Ken 

Jefferson says this was a smart move by the victim and that this isn't the first time an Uber driver 

has been accused of sexual misconduct. 

 

"You know this is very unfortunate for this kind of thing to happen. We've heard several cases of 

this happening with Uber drivers but she obviously anticipated and was prepared for anything 

that could happen like that. That preparation came in the form of a cell phone. Investigators say 

the girl used her cell phone camera to record video of the grouping and audio of everything 

Krieg said to her. The recording was used as evidence against Krieg who later admitted to 

detectives that he sexually assaulted a minor. Krieg is no stranger to sex crime allegations.  In 

1999 he plead no contest to soliciting prostitution and adjudication was withheld. That may be 

why he was able to become an Uber Driver. Uber won't hire people with convictions for felonies, 

violent crimes or sex offense within the past seven years. 

 

 

Russell Tillis Murder Trial 

 

1/1/2020 10:00 pm 0’15” 

1/2/2020 8:00 am  

1/2/2020 6:00 pm 0’16”  

1/15/2020 6:00 am 1’14” 

 

News4Jax continues to cover the story about the murder trial of Russell Tillis, a Jacksonville 

man charged with killing a woman and burying her remains in his backyard.  At this time we are 

learning the murder trial could be delayed.  He is trial is expected to start January 9-th... for the 

murder of Joni Gunter. Tillis argues the presiding judge is biased ... and all 11 attorneys he's had 

are incompetent.  The judge denied Tillis' motion to have the judge disqualified from the case.  

He also ruled Tillis is not competent to represent himself -- and reappointed two defense 

attorneys.  News4Jax will continue to inform the community as this case progresses. 

 

 

HEALTH & PUBLIC SAFETY 

 

Corona Virus Outbreak 

 

1/22/2020 5:30 pm 1’56” 

2/27/2020 6:00 pm 1’43”  

3/11/2020 5:00 am 1’12” 

3/13/2020 5:00 am 1’13” 
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3/18/2020 6:00 pm 1’38” 

3/18/2020 10:00 am 1’58”  

3/20/2020 4:30 am 2’08” 

3/20/2020  6:00 pm 1’16” 

3/21/2020 8:00 am 1’49” 

3/22/2020 7:00 am 1’12” 

3/23/2020 4:00 pm 1’33” 

3/24/2020 9:00 am 1’11” 

3/31/2020 10:00 pm 1’38” 

 

New4Jax Reporters provided information about the Corona Virus COVID-19 as it began to 

emerge in Wuhan China, and how fast it began to spread to other countries.  Our goal has been to 

keep the community informed about the virus and how it is impacting the economy and the rate 

at which it is spreading and where to go to get credible information i.e., the World Health 

Organization and the CDC to make sure the community is prepared and protected.   

 

News4Jax providing updates on the steps that are being taken to contain the spread of the virus 

as rapidly as possible.  Initially many people (especially younger generations) did not seem to 

take the warnings seriously.  We are keeping the community up to date on the spread of the 

virus, where it is showing up, and communicating executive orders as they are put into place 

such as social distancing, hand washing and requiring businesses close temporarily (except 

essential businesses) to promote social distancing.  We are also providing updates on how and 

where to go to get tested, how to access resources and unemployment for the thousands who 

have lost their jobs.  Also updating community on the status of treatment and vaccine 

development.     

 

News4Jax is and will continue to provide vital information about COVID-19 to the community 

in order to keep people healthy while waiting for development of viable treatments and 

vaccination.  

 

 

SCIENCE & ENVIRONMENT 

 

The Danger of Balloon Releases to the Environment 

 

3/9/2020 6:00 am 1’26” 

3/9/2020 4:00 pm 1’58” 

 

News4Jax informing the community on the dangers of balloon releases to the environment and to 

animals.  In Florida, balloon releases have been illegal in most situations. Balloons have been 

found miles off the shorelines of Florida.  They can become a kind of marine debris that is often 

mistaken for food by sea turtles and birds.  If the balloon debris is eaten it can cause internal 

injuries or even death.   
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GOVERNMENT & POLITICS 

 

Donald J. Trump Impeachment 

 

1/29/2020 5:00 am 1’27” 

1/30/2020 6:30 pm 1’21” 

1/30/2020 10:00 pm 1’17” 

1/31/2020 6:30 pm 1’11” 

1/31/2020 10:00 pm 2’02” 

2/4/2020 6:30 pm 1’16” 

2/5/2020 5:00 am 1’19” 

2/6/2020 6:30 PM 1’20” 

 

News4Jax covered the impeachment trial of Donald J. Trump.  President Trump was accused of 

undermining the security of our country; jeopardizing the integrity of our voting process; and for 

violating the Constitution of the United States.  We provided comprehensive coverage of the 

entire process and included input from our political analyst in order to help our viewers 

understand the process. 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS 

 

Positively Jax 

A campaign dedicated to celebrating what's uniquely fabulous about Jacksonville by highlighting 

the people and things that make living here special. 

 

Goodwill Industries   

Encouraging viewers to donate and shop at Goodwill to create funding for job training programs. 

 

Partnership For Drug Free Kids 

 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

WJXT served as a media sponsor for several charity events providing promotions through PSAs 

and website announcements.  Wolfson Children’s Hospital; USO Welcome Center; Gate River 

Run; St. Mark’s Episcopal Day School; ALS Association of Florida-Walk to Defeat ALS; Clarke 

Schools for Hearing and Speech; Bob Hayes Invitational; Johnson YMCA. 

 

This quarter the station also supported the following local community service efforts:  Healing 

Hearts; Northeast Florida Scottish Games; Duval Elections; 2020 Census; Jewish Family and 

Community Services; Florida Army National Guard; Florida Department of Health; Florida 

A&M University Marijuana Research Project. 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

 

WJXT offers Station Tours to school groups and youth organizations.  During the quarter we 

hosted:  Culturally Connected Home Schoolers; Heritage Christian School; San Jose Elementary; 

Westside School News Crew; Classical Conversations Home School; Sunshine Home Schoolers. 

 

WJXT participates in local activities such as speaking at schools or civic groups or emceeing 

various community events.  During the quarter they participated in the following: 

 

1/2 Studio Manager John Cermack donated time to the studio at University of North Florida 

to help install their lightboard. 

1/7 Anchor Kent Justice emceed the State of the County 2020  for the Clay County Chamber 

of Commerce. 

1/23 Anchor Vic Micolucci participated in Florida Engineering Society's (FES) Race 4 

Relevance. 

1/29 Host Eden Kendall participated as a judge in the Duval County Spelling Bee. 

2/5 Anchor Joy Purdy emceed the Women with Heart Luncheon. 

2/20 Anchor Mary Baer co-hosted the Rotary Oratory Contest. 

2/24 Reporter Lena Pringle read to students for Black History Month Reading at the Clarke 

Schools for Hearing and Speech. 

2/29 Anchor Zac Lashway emceed the 2020 Greater Jacksonville Gala. 

3/3 Anchor Vic Micolucci emceed the Senior Superlative Red Carpet Awards Night for 

Keystone Heights Junior/Senior High School. 

3/5 Anchor Mary Baer spoke at the Portrait of Pace Luncheon. 

3/12 Anchor Kent Justice participated in the Jacksonville Chapter of the Florida Public 

Relations Association Media Summit. 

 

 

WEBSITE RESOURCES 
 

The station’s website News4JAX.com features information, video streaming and links 

corresponding to its news and weather reports, programs, public service campaigns and PSAs.  

These resources encompass a wide range of subjects, from news issues, current events and 

weather to health and consumer concerns.  The website streams News reports, River City Live 

and This Week in Jacksonville.  It provides radar weather updates and traffic information 

including traffic cameras.  The website also provides a calendar venue for community event 

listings.  It provides information on The Wheel of Justice and Restaurant Report Card, news 

initiatives from The Morning Show.  The website also featured promotional elements 

encouraging visitors to take part in the station’s various initiatives such as expos, Take it to Heart 

and Positively Jax.  


