
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

WJXT-TV 

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 
 

FCC ISSUES / PROGRAMS REPORT 

 

THIRD QUARTER 2019 

 

F.C.C. 73.3526 (e) (11) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 2 

PROGRAMS 
 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 

 
WJXT broadcasts a locally-produced public affairs program.  THIS WEEK IN JACKSONVILLE is a 

half-hour news format and addresses current issues in Jacksonville.  It is broadcast on Sundays from 

9-9:30AM.  It is also posted to News4JAX.com. 

 

 

NEWS PROGRAMS 
The following News programs are broadcast live on Channel 4.1.  All are locally produced news 

programs presenting news, weather, sports and issue-related feature stories.  Issue-responsive news 

segments are usually one to two minutes in duration, unless otherwise indicated. 

 

 PROGRAM DAY TIME 

 

NEWS4JAX AT 4:30AM Mondays-Fridays 4:30-5:00AM 

NEWS4JAX AT 5AM Mondays-Fridays 5:00-7:00AM 

THE MORNING SHOW Mondays-Fridays 7:00-10:00AM 

NEWS4JAX AT NOON Mondays-Fridays 12:00-12:30PM 

NEWS4JAX AT 4PM Mondays-Fridays 4:00-4:30PM 

NEWS4JAX AT 5PM Mondays-Fridays 5:00-5:30PM 

NEWS4JAX AT 5:30PM Mondays-Fridays 5:30-6:00PM 

NEWS4JAX AT 6PM Mondays-Fridays 6:00-6:30PM 

NEWS4JAX AT 6:30PM Mondays-Fridays 6:30-7:00PM 

THE 10 O’CLOCK NEWS  Mondays-Fridays 10:00-11:00PM 

NEWS4JAX AT 11:00PM Mondays-Fridays 11:00-11:30PM 

 

THE MORNING SHOW Saturdays 6:00-10:00AM 

NEWS4JAX AT 6PM Saturdays 6:00-6:30PM 

THE 10 O’CLOCK NEWS Saturdays 10:00-10:30PM 

NEWS4JAX AT 11PM Saturdays 11:00-11:30PM 

THE MORNING SHOW Sundays 7:00-9:00AM 

NEWS4JAX AT 6PM Sundays 6:00-6:30PM 

THE 10 O’CLOCK NEWS Sundays 10:00-10:30PM 

NEWS4JAX AT 11PM Sundays 11:00-11:30PM 
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OTHER LOCAL PROGRAMMING 

 

River City Live Mondays-Fridays 11:00AM-12:00PM 

Live showcase of the energetic lifestyle of Jacksonville.  River City Live highlights the exciting 

things viewers may (or likely may not) know about Northeast Florida - including live music, 

amazing food, dazzling arts and culture, thrilling entertainment, incredible charities, and 

everything in between.   

 

All-Star Athletes 

Each week during the school year, we honor a high school athlete from any sport who also excels 

in academics and community service with the All-Star Athlete award.  A special section is also 

featured on our web channel www.News4JAX.com. 

 

In The Game Saturdays 3:30PM 

A weekly series providing local coverage of Northeast Florida high school sports. 

 

Sunday Sports Zone Sundays 10:30PM 

Live wrap up of the week’s local and national sports events.   

 

Football Friday Fridays 10:30PM 

Live!  Highlights of local area high school football games. 

 

Teal the Show Mondays and Fridays 11:20PM 

Live.  Insider stories from yesterday’s Jaguars game with analysis from former Jaguars 

quarterback Mark Brunell. 

 

SPECIALS 

 

Red White & Boom  

Aired July 4.  Live.  A salute to the American spirit and live broadcast of the city’s annual 

fireworks display.  Including a performance of the national anthem by the winner of the local 

singing contest Oh Say Can You Sing?  Hosted by Channel 4’s Kent Justice and Mary Baer. 

 

Curtains Up:  The Making of a High School Musical  

Aired July 18 and September 7.  A blend of behind-the-scenes and live performances from some 

of the most talented students in Northeast Florida.  Channel 4 goes behind the curtain with 

members of the Summer Musical Theatre Experience at Florida State College at Jacksonville as 

they prepare and present numbers from Disney’s Newsies musical. 

 

Bold City Showcase 

Aired August 24.  Northeast Florida’s fanaticism for high school football is on full display as 6 

teams clash in an all-day Saturday showdown.  The college football stars of tomorrow take the 

field at legendary Skinner-Barco Stadium at the Bolles School along the St. Johns River.  The 

pride and pageantry of LIVE high school action as some of the best players and teams from the 

River City rumble on the gridiron. 
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Jags Teen Talk - 25 Seasons of Educating and Inspiring Teens 

Aired August 31.  Emmy Award winning Jags Teen Talk is a unique partnership with local 

media, including all of the local television networks, and nonprofit organizations that help teens 

focus on setting and achieving their goals to success and dealing with issues such as bullying, 

peer pressure, drugs, alcohol, tobacco and other obstacles they may encounter on their path to 

success.  Through sports, arts, and/or education, our youth are creating their own unique course 

for a bright future.  To put our message in a football metaphor, “The teenage years are the 

‘training camp’ for the rest of your life.” 

 

Destiny:  The Insider's Story of How Jacksonville Won the Jaguars 

Aired September 2.  There have been 44 U.S. Presidents, 100 U.S. Senators, but there are only 

32 NFL franchises.  How a sleepy little town in Northeast Florida, once known as Cowford, 

ended up winning one of the biggest prizes in American culture. 

 

96 Hours of Anguish 

Aired September 24.  7 days of coverage. 4 days on the ground. 7 cities. 3 planes. 2 helicopters. 

1 ship. 1 pickup truck. 30 miles on foot. 1 mission. Be a voice for the victims. WJXT Reporter 

Vic Micolucci worked around the clock to witness the devastation, desperation and the 

dedication. He saw the worst-case scenario--death and hopelessness; but also saw the best in 

people. Volunteers from around the world, dropping in to dire conditions to make a difference.  

An honor to be there with the humble helpers.  A privilege to tell the world what’s actually 

happening.  Now a responsibility to keep the Bahamas in the public eye. Together, we can make 

these islands whole again.   #BahamasStrong 

 

Igniting the Future:  The STEM Education Revolution 

Aired September 30.  Channel 4 begins a four part documentary series exploring public 

education in Northeast Florida.  Part 1 highlights the STEM technology revolution changing the 

face of education.  Hosted by Channel 4’s Melanie Lawson. 

 

EVENTS 
 

Kicks for the Kids Shoe Drive 

 

July-August.  3,500 pairs of shoes collected during our Back to School event this year.  Shoes 

were distributed on August 4 to families in need.  

 

First Coast Heart Walk 

 

September 21.  American Heart Association First Coast Heart walk promoted in August and 

September.  25,000 walkers raised $2.1 million dollars this year. 

 

Sista Strut 

September 14.  Promoted Sista Strut to benefit Sisters Network of Northeast Florida—an 

organization to support African American breast cancer survivors.   
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CORE ISSUES 
 

WJXT gave significant coverage to the following local community issues. 

 

1. Crime & Court 

2. Health & Public Safety 

3. Science & Environment 

The station’s coverage of these issues on news and public affairs programs is detailed below. 

 

CRIME & COURT 

 

Jeffrey Epstein Arrest and Suicide 

7/8/19    6:30 pm 1:35 

7/9/19    6:30 pm 1:23 

7/10/19 10:00 pm 1:17 

7/16/19   4:30 am 1:18 

7/16/19 12:00 pm 0:25 

8/10/19 10:00 pm 1:31 

8/12/19   5:00 am 1:18 

8/12/19   7:00 am 1:18 

8/13/19 12:00 Noon 1:20 

 

News4Jax covered the story about Jeffrey Epstein who after being arrested for sexual 

exploitation and trafficking was found dead in his jail cell.  The reports from law enforcement 

state that he hanged himself.  Just three weeks earlier Epstein was put on suicide watch. 

News4Jax’s Crime and Safety expert Ken Jefferson said it's very hard to kill yourself when you 

get that designation.  Ken goes on to explain that whatever the individual is doing, sleeping, 

pacing, or even if they're exercising, whatever they're doing--they have to be monitored and a 

record made of their activities.  Evidently, someone dropped the ball. 

 

As the day went by we learned Epstein was no longer on suicide watch and officials now want 

answers as to how a man with connections to politicians, world leaders and celebrities could take 

his own life in a New York city jail.  Attorney General William Barr said in a 

statement...Epstein's death "raises serious questions" and "I have consulted with the Inspector 

General who is opening an investigation into the circumstances".  The FBI also launched an 

investigation into the cause of Jeffrey Epstein’s death.  "He was probably the highest priority and 

highest profile person in the custody in the Bureau of Prisons at the time and second of all he had 

reportedly had a recent suicide attempt."  News4Jax covered this story, starting with Epstein’s 

arrest and will continue to keep the community informed as further information is learned. 
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HEALTH & PUBLIC SAFETY 

 

Florida’s Opioid Crisis on the Decline 

7/12/19 11:00 pm 1:30 

7/13/19     7:00 am 0:31 

7/13/19   8:00 am 0:13 

 

Our News4Jax reporters following the opioid crisis in Florida and currently are reporting that 

Florida's opioid crisis seems to be on the decline according to the latest Interim Medical 

Examiners Report. 

 

New data from the Jacksonville Fire and Rescue shows both promising and alarming 

developments in Florida's opioid crisis.  While the overall count of overdose cases dropped 9 

percent over the past year -- overdose rates have increased dramatically in several area zip codes.  

We interviewed Health system's C-E-O to talk about the rise in overdoses and what can be done 

to prevent them. 

 

We have dedicated a portion of our News4Jax website to educate people about the dangers of 

opioid abuse and crisis.  We also included the latest drug studies and stories on how the epidemic 

is affecting our local area.  The heading is called: "Opioid Nation" and it is located under the 

health tab on our homepage... 

 

 

SCIENCE & ENVIRONMENT 

 

Hurricane Barry 

7/10/19   5:30 pm 1:18 

7/11/19 12:00 pm 2:50 

7/11/19   6:30 pm 1:43 

7/12/19   5:00 am 1:20 

7/13/19   6:00 pm 1:38 

7/14/19   6:00 pm 1:13 

7/15/19   7:00 am 1:10 

7/15/19   4:00 pm 0:13 

 

News4Jax weather team tracked tropical storm Barry, as it strengthened into a hurricane while 

making its way toward the Louisiana coast and then weakening to a tropical storm at landfall.  

 

We covered the storm from a number of angles including local reporting by Conor Powell 

reporting from New Orleans. Powell provided storm updates including, and the possibility that 

this likely won't be the last Hurricane they'll see this season. 

 

More than a dozen Red Cross volunteers from the North Florida area travelled to Baton Rouge, 

to help with the recovery process.  They'll focus on providing shelter and food for storm 

survivors and flooding victims. 
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Apollo 11 

7/15/19 6:00 am 0:56 

7/15/19 7:00 am 3:15 

7/15/19 4:00 pm 2:00 

 

Reporter Bruce Hamilton interviewed Jerry Hanks, a former NASA PAO regarding his take on 

the Apollo 11 flight mission.  Hanks said, “I think it was incredible as anything was that we did 

in the time frame the President Kennedy said we needed to do it in.  And he said we needed to do 

it by the end of the decade.”  “And then by heavens, we did it!”  Bruce asked Hands about the 

countdown to liftoff and the moment the Saturn rockets roared to life and left the Launchpad.  

Jerry and I talked about the fact that this was a unifying moment for the NASA team at the Cape 

and the country.  Then we turned out attention to what's next when it comes to America's quest to 

explore space. 

 

On Christmas Eve 1968, Apollo 8 became the first mission to orbit the moon. It is during that 

flight astronaut Deke Slayton took the first steps to assembling the crew that would land on the 

moon. At the time astronaut Neil Armstrong was working at Mission Control in Houston.  

 

James Hansen, author of the space history book First Man recounts a conversation Deke Slayton, 

Chief of the Astronaut Office and Director of Flight Crew Operations, had with Neil Armstrong.    

Hansen said, "Neil, I'd like to talk to you for a minute." They go into a back room and that's 

when Slayton tells Neil that he's going to be the commander of the Apollo 11 mission. He adds 

that mission will probably be the first landing attempt on the moon.  At the time of this 

conversation Apollo 8 is in flight and the Apollo 9 and Apollo 10 missions still need to fly before 

Armstrong and his crew can attempt a landing 

 

Along with Armstrong, Slayton selects Buzz Aldrin and Michael Collins to form the three man 

crew of Apollo 11. In less than a year, they would make history, landing on the moon on 

July 20th, 1969. 

 

St. Simons Whales Beached 

7/16/19 10:00 pm 1:20 

7/17/19   4:00 pm 1:55 

 

News4Jax reported about a pod of whales that washed up along the shore on St. Simon’s Island 

one evening in mid-July.  A local woman posted on Facebook live the beached whales in order to 

share a look at this unusual occurrence. 

 

We aired the beachgoers rushing to try and help the mammals in the water stay alive and to help 

the whales get back out to sea.  At one point, some of the whales were on the beach, in such 

shallow water, that you can see three women started splashing them and rubbing water on the 

whales.  Too heavy to move, that was all they could do.  But it seems like that may have been 

enough...as one by one, many of the whales were helped back out to sea. 

 

News4jax included discussion about why these pilot whales beached that day and officials hope 
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to learn through their investigation and one of the animal autopsy's how the whales died. 

 

Another video shot shared with us on our News4Jax Facebook page captured the beachgoers 

efforts.  DNR says the surviving whales in the pod were spotted earlier today roughly three miles 

off shore in the ship channel. Crews are monitoring them to hopefully keep them from returning 

to shore. 

 

Hurricane Dorian 

9/19    5:00 pm 1:32 

9/20     5:00 am 1:00 

9/20    8:00 am 1:00 

9/20  12:00 noon 1:00 

9/20    4:00 pm 1:00  

 

News4Jax reporters and meteorologists provided coverage as they tracked Hurricane Dorian 

from beginning to end.  Fortunately for Florida, we were spared the brunt of this hurricane.  

However, Florida’s east coast experienced tidal surge, flooding and erosion as the storm moved 

north along Florida’s east coast. In a neighborhood called Summer Haven, located in St. John’s 

County, Hurricane Dorian hit the area with strong storm surge, and during high tide, the waves 

breached a fence barrier in front of several homes flattening the fence and sending water onto 

and across old A1A.  Since then Public Works has been assessing the breach to come up with a 

quick and effective way to fit it.  

 

Regarding the Bahamas post-hurricane, News4Jax reported on the storm as it hit the Bahamas 

and afterwards.  Positively Jax—The local Jacksonville community rallied to help people 

suffering in the Bahamas after Hurricane Dorian. 

 

Cargo Ship the “Golden Ray” Overturned in St. Simon’s Sound 

9/9/19    5:00 pm 1:20 

9/9/19  10:00 pm 1:33 

9/9/19  10:00 pm 1:19 

9/9/19  10:00 pm 1:07 

9/10/19   4:30 am 2:05 

9/10/19   5:00 am 1:11 

9/10/19   8:00 am 1:14 

9/10/19   6:00 pm 2:04 

9/23/10   5:00 pm 1:52 

9/27/19   8:00 am 0:56 

 

News4Jax covered and continues to cover the story about a cargo ship called the “Golden Ray” 

near St. Simon’s Island that overturned and is listing on its side in the Sound. Crew members on 

the boat had to first be evacuated.  News4Jax is following this story from when it began and will 

continue to update the community in the days and weeks to come, until it is safely removed.  We 

reported both on-air and online at News4JAX-dot-com. During the rescue efforts we sent 

multiple reporters to St. Simon’s to cover the rescue efforts for 4 missing crew members.   
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We covered the rescuer efforts that successfully removed the four missing crew members who 

were all South Korean citizens.  Included in our coverage, we interviewed people who have 

specialized expertise in maritime events and law in order to learn what might have caused the 

ship to overturn to begin with. We shared their take on what may have caused the ship to 

overturn.     

 

Once all crew members had been rescued and accounted for, we continued to report as the 

mission shifted to removing the ship from the water, while attempting to minimize additional oil 

leaks and resuming commerce.  

 

We felt it important to keep the community informed on any safety and/or hazards that might 

occur, while the ship was being removed.  As of today the 656 foot Golden Ray remains on it's 

side in the St. Simons Sound after it overturned nearly a month ago. 

 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE CAMPAIGNS 

 

Positively Jax 

A campaign dedicated to celebrating what's uniquely fabulous about Jacksonville by highlighting 

the people and things that make living here special. 

 

YMCA Safety Around Water 

May 18 kickoff to promote kids’ safety around water this summer.  Goal is to have 5,000 

children pass the YMCA’s Safety Around Water test this summer.  So far, 5200 have passed. 

 

Goodwill Industries   

Encouraging viewers to donate and shop at Goodwill to create funding for job training programs. 

 

Partnership For Drug Free Kids 

 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

WJXT served as a media sponsor for several charity events providing promotions through PSAs 

and website announcements.  American Heart Association; YMCA; Sista Strut; Dreams Come 

True 

 

In the third quarter, the station also supported the following local community service efforts: 

Wolfson Children’s Hospital; Nemours Children’s Specialty Clinic; Cummer Museum; NAB 

Congressional PSAs; Children’s Home Society; Museum of Science and History; Jacksonville 

Zoo; Jewish Family and Community Services; Florida Army National Guard; First Coast Crime 

Stoppers. 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

 

WJXT offers Station Tours to school groups and youth organizations.  During the quarter we 

hosted:  Jacksonville Arts and Music School; The ARC Jacksonville; Childtime; St. Stephens 

Childcare; Lake Butler Middle School; Classical Conversations Home Schoolers. 

 

WJXT participates in local activities such as speaking at schools or civic groups or emceeing 

various community events.  During the quarter they participated in the following: 

 

7/2 Anchor Kent Justice spoke at the L.I.F.T. luncheon, a widow/widowers social support 

group. 

7/24 Meteorologist John Gaughan spoke at Pinecastle, a leader in serving adults with 

intellectual and developmental differences and providing support to their families across 

Northeast Florida. 

August Studio Manager John Cermack helped students at the University of North Florida with 

lighting in their studio. 

8/6 Photographer Joe Drumm took the Channel 4 Stormtracker truck to National Night Out in 

the Fort Caroline neighborhood of Jacksonville. 

8/17 Sports Editor Justin Barney appeared at Clay County Shrine Day. 

9/7 Anchor Jen Waugh emceed the Jazz Festival for the City of Atlantic Beach. 

9/19 Sports Editor Justin Barney read to students at Freedom Crossing Elementary. 

9/28 Anchor/Reporter Vic Micolucci emceed the Dreams Come True 5K. 

 

WEBSITE RESOURCES 
 

The station’s website News4JAX.com features information, video streaming and links 

corresponding to its news and weather reports, programs, public service campaigns and PSAs.  

These resources encompass a wide range of subjects, from news issues, current events and 

weather to health and consumer concerns.  The website streams News reports, River City Live 

and This Week in Jacksonville.  It provides radar weather updates and traffic information 

including traffic cameras.  The website also provides a calendar venue for community event 

listings.  It provides information on The Wheel of Justice and Restaurant Report Card, news 

initiatives from The Morning Show.  The website also featured promotional elements 

encouraging visitors to take part in the station’s various initiatives such as expos, Take it to Heart 

and Positively Jax.  


