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1st Quarter 2018
 “VISTA L.A.” MAGAZINE SHOW

Show: VIS #0118 ABC7 “Vista L.A.” Magazine show 
Air Date: 1/20/18, 2/19/18 and 3/17/18
Length: 30 minutes
Origin: Local 
Type: Public Affairs and Informational 

Vista L.A. Host: Patricia Lopez

Vista L.A. tells stories of immigrants and their fight for acceptance in the United States.

Undocumedia Dreamers Organization
Vista L.A.’s Anabel Muñoz met two L.A. locals, Justino Mora and Ivan Ceja, who've taken their political 
activism into the digital space. In 2012, the DREAMers co-founded "Undocumedia," an organization that 
advocates for fellow DREAMers and undocumented groups. Since then, it's become one of the biggest 
and fastest-growing online platforms.  Undocumedia gives followers several digital spaces to express 
themselves and serves in many ways as a support group for those living in the shadows of society because 
of their legal status in the U.S.

Immigrant Photographer
Javier Castellanos began his photography career by focusing on bands who performed at a night club he 
used to own, but then the 2016 election changed his plans.  He became disturbed by the negative 
depiction of immigrants in then-candidate Donald Trump's campaign rhetoric.  That's when he decided to 
make Mexican immigrants the subject of a unique collection of photos.  His main goal is for people to 
have more empathy.

Message to the Pope
In 2014, Jersey Vargas from Panorama City was just 10 years old when she flew to Rome without family 
hoping to somehow speak with Pope Francis and plea for his help. Her father was being detained at the 
time by immigration authorities. Joined by immigration activists, she managed to weasel her way to one 
of the most powerful men in the world, Pope Francis. Vista L.A.’s Anabel Munoz met with the now 14-
year-old as she recounted that very special moment -- still vivid in her mind.

Deported Veterans
They fought for the United States, but now they are getting deported. Vista L.A.'s Patricia Lopez traveled 
to the San Diego-Mexico border to find out why hundreds of U.S. veterans were forced to leave the 
country they were willing to die for. Daniel Torres, a former Marine and self-deportee, shared his story 
and those of other veterans who are now living in Mexico, fighting to return to their families and the 
country they consider home.

Soy Nero Movie
"Soy Nero," starring young actor Johnny Ortiz, is a film about an immigrant who joins the military in 
hopes of becoming an American citizen. The story highlights the plight of many "green-card soldiers" 
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who fight for the United States, yet often struggle to gain acceptance as true Americans. Vista L.A. spoke 
to the film's star and director at a recent screening of the film at the Egyptian Theater in Hollywood.

From Immigrant to Executive Chef: Immigrant Success Story
Like millions of immigrants from Mexico, Javier Montoya left everything he knew and loved behind in 
pursuit of a better life.  He climbed the culinary ladder going from dishwasher to the Executive at 
Bistango restaurant in Irvine.  His creations fuse American cuisine with French and European influences, 
as well as hints from his homeland with dishes like the Yellowfin Tuna Crudo.


