
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT

Station (call letters):  KGWN
Location (city, state):              Cheyenne, Wyoming
For quarter beginning:

January 1, 2020
X April 1, 2020

July 1, 2020
October 1, 2020

Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by this 
station during the reporting period.

The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days and times 
indicated.  Each program regularly provides information or addresses current issues of 
concern to viewers in the area where the station is located.  

LOCAL ISSUES ADDRESSED DURING THE QUARTER

The following local issues of concern to the community were addressed in programming 
of the station during the past quarter: 

Issue/Concern Brief description of issue or concern
Weather After a snowy winter, the first part of Spring was pleasant. 

Community The Covid-19 Pandemic forced many community events to cancel 
and shops to close. As the weeks went by, our coverage shifted 
from covering closures to covering the transition to re-open. 

Education Teachers and students were thrust into the unexpected position of 
remote learning for the rest of the year. Each school district had to 
submit plans to the Dept. of Education for approval, and 
graduations were also postponed.   

Health/Public 
safety

Community spread of Covid-19 was a real concern for many. A 
taskforce/subcommittee was formed to determine the safest way for 
shops/restaurants to open back up. 

Politics
There were several protests at the State Capitol building and in 
other towns in our viewing area as some were angry with what the 
called a “governmental overreach” by Governor Gordon when he 
told certain businesses to close and schools to go virtual . 



STATION PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES

The following local programs address issues and concerns in the station’s city of license 
and within its service area. 

Program Name Schedule Brief Generic Description 

Wyoming News 
Now This Morning

5:30am-7am
Mon-Fri

The show provides News, Weather, Sports 
and interviews about local charities, 
upcoming events, medical updates and 
important interviews on families and children

Wyoming News 
Now at Noon

12pm-12:30pm
Mon-Fri

The show provides News, Weather, Sports 
and local interviews centering around 
Wyoming

Cheyenne News 
Now

5:30-6:00pm
Mon-Sun

The latest News, Weather, Sports for the 
Cheyenne area. Includes interviews with the 
community’s and state’s most important news 
makers

Wyoming News 
Now at 10pm

10pm-10:35pm
Mon-Sun

The latest Wyoming, National and 
International News as well as local Weather 
and Sports

Regular Network News Programs Carried by KGWN
All of the below are network programs presenting a mix of news, weather sports and 

issue related feature stories.
Program Name Schedule   

CBS Morning News
5:30am-7am
Mon-Fri

 

CBS This Morning
7am-9am
Mon-Fri

 

CBS Evening News 5pm-5:30pm
Mon-Fri

 

CBS Evening News 4:30pm-5pm
Sat-Sun

 

CBS This Morning 
Saturday

6am-8am
Saturday

 

CBS Sunday 
Morning
 

7:30am-8:30am
Sunday

 

Face the Nation 8:30am-9:30am  



Sunday
60-Minutes 6pm-7pm

Sunday
 



ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

PROGRAM: Wyoming News Now 5:30AM, 12PM, 10pm, Cheyenne News Now 5:30

DATE:  4/8, 4/9

LENGTH: 45: 1:30, 2:00     

DESCRIPTION: Governor and taskforce discuss state of Wyoming in pandemic

Governor Mark Gordon, along with State Health Officer Dr. Alexia Harrist, Director of Dept. 
Of Workforce services, Robin Cooley, and CEO of the Wyoming Business Council, Josh 
Dorrell, took part in a press conference addressing the covid-19 pandemic. He said that 
Wyoming remains short when it comes to testing materials at the state laboratory.

he signed a letter requesting a disaster of declaration requiring assistance from the US Army 
Core of Engineers for construction of temporary medical facilities, if needed. Gordon said 
more than 260 out of state physician and assistants signed up to provide care to Wyoming 
patients.

Gordon says the Wyoming board of medicine is working to speed reactivation of licenses of 
retired physicians and assistants. He also addressed Wyoming Game & Fish Department 
emailing 43,000 non-resident fishing and hunting license holders advising them with 
restrictions on travel as they require a 14-day quarantine for anyone who enters the state. 
According to an email from the Game & Fish department, if nonresidents can't abide by 
those guidelines, then it's recommended that they stay home. 

The PUA (pandemic unemployment assistance) program was announced, although the 
Department of Workforce services experiences some troubles with the rollout. 

https://www.wyomingnewsnow.tv/content/news/Governor-Gordon-Addresses-Status-of-Wyoming-during-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-569493921.html


PROGRAM: Cheyenne News Now at 5:30pm, Wyoming News Now 10pm, 5:30am

Date: 4/13, 4/14

Length: 1:30

DESCRIPTION: Howl for Cheyenne

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, the Cheyenne community wanted the essential workers to 
know that they are not alone during. every night at 8pm people were encouraged to howl at 
the moon. "Since we cant write them thank you letters or shake their hand and say thanks for 
everything you do were just hoping that they will be able to hear us" said Brooke Pratt, Howl 
For Cheyenne Organizer. 

It was easy to participate all you have to do is go outside at 8 every night and howl as loud 
as you can. "It is kind of neat because we have a nurse that lives right next to us and she 
asked what we were doing, we told her so she comes out of her house and says thank you 
guys, you guys sound amazing" said Brooke Pratt.

The Howl idea first started in Casper. 



PROGRAM: Wyoming News Now 5:30AM, 10pm, Cheyenne news now at 5:30pm

DATE: 4/17

LENGTH: 1:45, 45

DESCRIPTION: LCDS1 students/teachers adjust to distance learning

Since Laramie County School District 1 (LCSD1) closed their campuses due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, distance learning has become the new normal for students and teachers. It 
forces teachers to teach their students online.

Classes often communicate through online apps, such as Microsoft Teams. Assignments 
and links are also sent through email.

However, some students had problems with distance learning at first, expressing the 
difficulties of receiving feedback right away, and not being in a social environment with their 
classmates.

It's a day-to-day process for families and teachers to get into the groove of distance learning. 
Both say they are getting the hang of virtual learning.

Overall, parents and students appear to like how the school district is handling teaching 
material during the pandemic.

For teachers, they love the effort that their students are willing to put towards their 
assignments.

According to the director of instruction, Stephen Newton, elementary school students will 
receive rubric scores for grades, see if they're able to advance. For secondary school 
students, they'll be graded based off letter grades. Students and parents can decide if they 
prefer a letter or a Satisfactory grade instead, at the end of the school year. For students 
who don't pass, they'll have the chance to finish uncompleted work upon the return to school.

https://www.wyomingnewsnow.tv/content/news/Teachers-and-Families-Adjust-to-Distance-Learning-569741431.html
https://www.wyomingnewsnow.tv/content/news/Teachers-and-Families-Adjust-to-Distance-Learning-569741431.html
https://www.wyomingnewsnow.tv/content/news/Teachers-and-Families-Adjust-to-Distance-Learning-569741431.html


PROGRAM: Wyoming News Now 5:30AM, 12PM, 10pm, Cheyenne news now 
5:30pm

DATE: 4/29

LENGTH: 45, 

DESCRIPTION: LCSD1 postpones high school graduations

Prior to the COVID-19 closure, Laramie County School District 1 high school graduation 
ceremonies were scheduled for the end of May.

the district surveyed seniors and their parents about how they would like to proceed. Given 
three choices—cancel graduation ceremonies and mail diplomas, conduct virtual graduation 
or postpone graduation until summer—those surveyed said they would like to postpone 
graduation.

“We won’t be able to set alternative dates until our county health officer has more confidence 
in our ability to host large crowds,” LCSD1 Superintendent of Schools Dr. Boyd Brown said. 
“Any decisions regarding graduation ceremonies will be made in conjunction with our county 
health officer. As soon as this would be deemed safe, we will announce rescheduled 
days/times. This probably won’t happen any sooner than the weekend after 
Cheyenne Frontier Days.”

The district is working on alternative ways to recognize graduates including students who 
may not be available to attend later ceremonies due to deployment or other circumstances.

https://www.wyomingnewsnow.tv/content/news/LCSD1-postpones-graduation-ceremonies-570050141.html
https://www.wyomingnewsnow.tv/content/news/LCSD1-postpones-graduation-ceremonies-570050141.html


PROGRAM: Wyoming News Now 5:30AM, 12PM, 10pm, Cheyenne news Now @ 
5:30

DATE: 4/17

LENGTH: 1:45, 45

DESCRIPTION: Cheyenne announces reduction in force

the City of Cheyenne notified seventeen (17) employees of a permanent reduction in force 
(RIF).

This action was due to significant revenue shortfalls caused by both the downturn in the coal, 
oil, and gas markets and the COVID-19 pandemic. The employees affected by the RIF will 
be employed through May 1st and will receive healthcare benefits through the end of May.

The decision for the reduction in force was made with combined communication between 
Department Directors, Human Resources, the City Treasurer, and the Mayor’s office. 
Members of Council were made aware of the decision.

The reduction in staff by department is as follows:

Mayor’s Department: 2
Clerk’s Department: 1
Public Works Department: 4
Police Department: 2 (in addition to 3 unfilled vacancies that will remain unfilled)
Fire Department: 2
Community Recreation/Events: 6

https://www.wyomingnewsnow.tv/content/news/City-of-Cheyenne-announces-reduction-in-force-569743161.html
https://www.wyomingnewsnow.tv/content/news/City-of-Cheyenne-announces-reduction-in-force-569743161.html
https://www.wyomingnewsnow.tv/content/news/City-of-Cheyenne-announces-reduction-in-force-569743161.html
https://www.wyomingnewsnow.tv/content/news/City-of-Cheyenne-announces-reduction-in-force-569743161.html


PROGRAM: Wyoming News Now at 12p, 10pm, Cheyenne news now at 5:30p

DATE: April 20th

LENGTH: 1:45 

DESCRIPTION: Open Wyoming protests at the capitol
 

 Wyoming citizens gathered at the State Capitol to have their voices heard. They had a 
peaceful protest to encourage Governor Gordon to open up Wyoming's economy. "I don't 
want to be told what to do for my own good, I want to choose. Businesses need to open so 
people can work, business owners need to choose to open their business and customers 
need to choose to patronize those businesses" said the Organizer of the rally.

People that gathered in front of the Capitol were holding signs and American flags. Some of 
the signs said: Health people have rights too, Right to Work, Back to Work, Defend Liberty 
and We can do both, Save lives, Save jobs.

Governor Gordon came outside while the protest was going on to listen to the concerns and 
answer questions. "Everyone of you have done the right thing and that's why we have the 
lowest number of deaths and the fewest cases but we are having a real difficulty getting 
testing supplies. You know Wyoming sales to other parts of the country, what we need to do 
is get the country open" said Governor Gordon.

Citizens expressed their concerns about the small businesses, schools, churches and 
children being able to have food at this rally and several others that were held throughout 
April and into May. 



PROGRAM: Wyoming News Now at 12p, 10pm, Cheyenne news now at 5:30p

DATE: Multiple reports airing every day of the week

LENGTH: Multiple length stories

DESCRIPTION: State response to coronavirus and Covid-19 pandemic

As we did in early march, our coverage (like most other local stations) focused largely on 
the Covid-19 pandemic. Governor Mark Gordon issued three increasingly more strict 
orders in March to close certain businesses and ban the gathering of 10 or more people. 
As April pressed on, those orders were extended. Towards the end of the month, 
restrictions began to ease and in early May, the governor said gyms, salons, and other 
personal care businesses could open. 

We continued to look at how different levels of government responded to the pandemic, 
including some reductions in force. 

Testing for first responders became a top priority, but the availability of testing kits 
remained low. 



Non-Broadcast Employee Activities
Quarter 2

There were no tours during the pandemic


