
Issue Date Time Duration Description of Programming
Immigration 07/05/2014 0606 9:00 Fronteras - UTSA Demographer on Central American Immigration - 

Staggering numbers of Central American immigrant children without 
their parents continue to arrive at our southern border every day. More 
than 52-thousand have been apprehended in Texas since the fall.  
Gabriela Sanchez-Soto is a sociologist and demographer at The 
University of Texas at San Antonio. Her research focuses on 
immigration to the U.S. from Mexico and Central America. She joins 
the program to shed more light on what’s compelling so many children 
and teens to take the dangerous risk of traveling through Mexico to get 
here.

Energy 07/05/2014 0616 3:30 Fronteras - Solar Power & What Texas Could Learn From Arizona & 
California - Texas has been called an “energy superpower”--- and not 
only for its oil. The state pumps more natural gas that any other and it 
leads the country in wind energy.  But Texas ranks eighth in solar 
power.  Three attempts by the state legislature to give incentives to 
solar have failed.  Marfa Public Radio’s Lorne Matalon looks at the 
economics of solar in Texas and how what’s not happening there 
stands in contrast to the rest of the southwest.

Economy 07/05/2014 0620 8:00 Fronteras - Tequila Nation: Mexico Reckons With Its Complicated 
Spirit - The Mexican town of Tequila in the western state of Jalisco is 
the heart of a region that produces the legendary spirit. Any bottle of 
tequila must be made from the Weber Blue species of agave, grown 
and distilled in that region.  Field after field of agave gives this land a 
blue hue, defining an economy and its traditions.  The Kitchen Sisters 
producers Davia Nelson and Nikki Silva traveled to Mexico and share 
this story which they call Tequila Chamber of Commerce.  This story 
was produced by the Kitchen Sisters in collaboration with Nathan 
Dalton it was mixed by Jim McKey.

Immigration 07/05/2014 0630 29:00:00 Texas Matters - A special edition of Texas Matters investigating the 
surge of child immigrant refugees turning up on the Texas Mexico 
border.  Texas Matters travels to Tegucigalpa Honduras to uncover 
what the conditions are in the Central American nation.

Immigration 07/12/2014 0606 9:00 Fronteras - Legal Aid Group Helping Immigrant Minors in San Antonio - 
More than a thousand unaccompanied Central American minors 
continue to be temporarily housed at Joint Base San Antonio-
Lackland.  Refugee and Immigrant Center for Education and Legal 
Services- or RAICES- is helping these minors navigate the complex 
U.S. immigration system. RAICES Executive Director Jonathan Ryan 
spoke to Fronteras Host Crystal Chavez.  He says his office is in its 
fifth week of providing legal services at Lackland.
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Education 07/12/2014 0615 4:00 Fronteras - More San Diego Refugee Girls Are College Bound, 
Flipping The Cultural Script - Young men and women all over are 
beginning to pack up their childhood bedrooms to head off to college. 
But for many Somali refugee girls, they’re breaking ties with more than 
just the comforts of home.  They’re breaking cultural norms. Speak 
City Heights reporter Megan Burks looks at a rapid cultural shift that 
has Somali girls outpacing their male counterparts.

Politics 07/12/2014 0615 7:00 Texas Matters - Bill Powers – the president of the University of Texas 
has resigned – but he stays on the job till June 2 2015. That’s a long 
exit. And it’s questionable if it will provide much immediate help in 
soothing out the disturbances with the U.T. board of regents.

Environment 07/12/2014 0621 6:00 Fronteras - Close Calls: A River Rescue In Texas - On Memorial Day, 
two fathers and their four sons woke up to find their canoes swept 
away in a flash flood on the Pecos River in west Texas.  Other 
campers were also pinned down in a spectacular setting bounded by 
jagged canyons and high desert.  In this next installment of the series 
called “Close Calls”, Marfa Public Radio’s Lorne Matalon reports on a 
story of teamwork and friendship that began in a flash flood in the 
middle of the night.

Culture 07/12/2014 0622 7:00 Texas Matters - Rock Star Phil Collins has announced he was 
donating his massive collection of Alamo artifacts to the Alamo for 
display. This is the world’s greatest catalog of historic items related to 
the San Antonio historic mission and battle for Texas Independence. 
From the Texas Matters archive – I spoke to Collins in 2011 about his 
obsession with the Alamo.

Border 07/12/2014 0630 7:00 Texas Matters - Members of a militia group have issued an action alert 
and have gathered south of San Antonio for what they call Operation 
Secure our Border. The commander of the militia group is 37 year old 
Chris Davis. I spoke to him last week just before the Independence 
Day weekend. 

Border 07/12/2014 0637 7:00 Texas Matters - The ACLU of Texas and other civil rights groups like 
the Rio Grande Valley Equal Voices Network are closely monitoring 
groups like the Militia and also the DPS and the Border Patrol.  They 
have set up what they call “Border Reality Checkpoints.” Astrid 
Dominguez is with the ACLU of Texas.

Economy 07/19/2014 0606 6:00 Fronteras - USDA Changes Border Policy – Agents Return To 
Shuttered Mexican Inspection Pens - The USDA has rescinded a 2012 
ban on inspectors working at what was the largest single point-of-entry 
for Mexican cattle into the United States until two years ago. Marfa 
Public Radio’s Lorne Matalon reports from Mexico that the lifting of the 
ban signals a small but significant shift in border policy. The USDA is 
signaling that some places on the border are safe enough to continue 
its work. And in returning to Mexico the agency is hoping to invigorate 
a cattle trade that’s been hurt in both countries.



Energy 07/19/2014 0613 3:45 Fronteras - As Solar Grows in Texas, Border City Provides a Model - 
For most of its life, the small border city of Presidio, Texas has been 
on the edge of the electric grid. This rugged part of West Texas has 
seen a major upgrade of its transmission lines over the past five years, 
but before that, it was pretty much the Wild West of the grid.  For 
decades, the only power-lines coming in and out of the region hung 
from old wooden poles built in the 1950s. As part of Marfa Public 
Radio’s series looking at the future of solar power in Texas, Travis 
Bubenik reports on how after the upgrades, Presidio turned to the sun 
to make blackouts and power surges a thing of the past.

Health 07/19/2014 0618 3:00 Fronteras - State Health Officials Are Concerned About Increased Risk 
For Disease Among Child Migrants - State health officials have alerted 
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention about conditions 
in border facilities where thousands of Central American children are 
being detained.  KERA’s Shelley Kofler reports on concerns about an 
increased risk for the spread of disease.

Health 07/19/2014 0621 5:00 Fronteras - Fronteras Commentary: Searching for Lady Justice on San 
Antonio’s Dolorosa Street - As we just heard the federal system 
housing these Central American children is overwhelmed. Also 
overwhelmed are immigration courts. That’s the next step in these 
children’s long journey and it can also be treacherous.  A law change 
is being proposed in Congress that would remove some legal 
protections for these children and fast track their deportations. But 
Texas Public Radio commentator Yvette Benavides recently visited 
immigration court in San Antonio and wondered how justice is best 
served.

Politics 07/19/2014 0627 2:00 Fronteras - Castro Says Goodbye At Chambers Of Commerce 
Celebration - San Antonio Mayor Julian Castro’s preparing to depart 
for our nation's capital.  Area chambers of commerce recently hosted 
a community celebration in his honor.  Texas Public Radio's Ryan 
Loyd reports.  Commentator Yvette Benavides teaches English 
composition and literature at Our Lady of the Lake University.

Culture 07/19/2014 0630 5:00 Texas Matters - This week Texas Senator John Cornyn teamed up 
with Texas Congressman Henry Cuellar – a Laredo Democrat – to 
take on the problem of a surge of refugee children from Central 
America.  They are looking to speed up the children’s deportations 
back to their home countries where drug trafficking, murderous gangs 
and extreme poverty are out of control.  The issue is playing out also in 
state politics.  The candidates for Texas lieutenant governor have, not 
surprisingly, staked out opposing positions on a proposal that would 
speed the return of migrant children to their Central American 
countries.  KERA’s Shelley Kofler reports that Republican Dan Patrick 
likes the proposal.  Democrat Leticia Van De Putte worries that it could 
be a death sentence. 

Politics 07/19/2014 0635 6:00 Texas Matters - Texas Senator Ted Cruz has filed his own bill dealing 
with the central American children refugees and President Obama’s 
attempts of using executive orders for immigration reform.  Manu Raju 
is Politico’s senior congressional correspondent. He writes about 
Cruz’s new move on immigration in Politico dot com.



Border 07/19/2014 0642 5:00 Texas Matters - The promised man-fence of the Texas Militia on the 
Texas Mexico border fizzled out. The promise of gun toting patriots 
who would take it upon themselves to secure the border was a no 
show.  Now the Texas Nationalist Movement is calling for a statewide 
day of action on Saturday July 19 to rally the state on the issue. This is 
the organization that wants Texas to break away from the United 
States and form its own nation.  Daniel Miller is the President of the 
Texas Nationalist Movement.

Economy 07/19/2014 0648 6:00 Texas Matters - Brownsville is the latest Texas city to work on passing 
regulations curbing payday lending practices. Attempts to pass a state 
law that would regulate the industry that’s been criticized for preying on 
the poor mainly due to the efforts of State Representative Gary Elkins 
– a Houston Republican – who owns the payday lending company 
Power Finance. Forrest Wilder covers the payday lending industry for 
the Texas Observer.

Culture 07/19/2014 0654 5:00 Texas Matters - Texas is mourning the loss of blues guitarist and 
singer Johnny Winter.  Winter died Wednesday in a hotel room in 
Switzerland. He was 70.  Winter was known for his lightning fast blues 
licks and his long white hair. Alan Guvenor is a writer, folklorist, 
photographer and filmmaker. He is the author of more than 20 books, 
including Texas Blues: The Rise of a Contemporary Sound

Energy 07/26/2014 0606 4:00 Fronteras - Despite Obstacles, Solar Gains Ground in Texas - Solar 
energy advocates and state regulators appear to be split on just how 
much help to give this growing industry.  As it stands, there aren't any 
state mandates for specifically for solar production - and the head of 
the Public Utilities Commission says Congress should end solar’s 30 
per cent federal tax credit.  Despite that landscape, solar is breaking 
through in parts of Texas.  As part of Marfa Public Radio's week-long 
look at solar's future in Texas, Lorne Matalon reports the industry is 
providing models that renewable energy advocates hope will resonate 
across the state - starting with the price of solar power.

Health 07/26/2014 0611 4:00 Fronteras - First Rural Medical Residency Opens on U.S./Mexico 
Border - There’s a crisis in the nation’s healthcare system.  A lack of 
doctors is a problem throughout the U.S. but it is felt most acutely in 
rural regions.  Now a possible solution to make up this deficit has 
made its way to the Texas/Mexico border for the first time.  Paige 
Phelps of Marfa Public Radio reports.

Immigration 07/26/2014 0615 1:00 Fronteras - Escondido Again Denies Permit for Migrant Youth Shelter - 
The Southern California city of Escondido has reaffirmed its opposition 
to allowing a shelter for migrant children in the country illegally to open 
in the city.  The commission heard some two hours of testimony from 
pro-immigrant activists who hoped to change the commission's 
decision on the issue.  Fronteras reporter Jill Replogle (REP-low-guhl) 
says the crowd at the hearing was very different during the city's first 
hearing on the shelter.  



Immigration 07/26/2014 0617 4:30 Fronteras - Chairman of Border Sheriffs Coalition says National Guard 
Troops Won't Solve Humanitarian Crisis - Governor Rick Perry says 
he’s sending 1,000 Texas National Guard troops to the border in 
response to the influx of Central American migrants.  Gov. Perry says 
the troops are needed to protect against threats from Mexican drug 
cartels and other criminals - but the Chairman of the Texas Border 
Sheriffs Coalition says it's an unnecessary move.  Marfa Public Radio's 
Travis Bubenik spoke with West Texas/Jeff Davis County Sheriff Rick 
McIvor about Perry's plan.

Immigration 07/26/2014 0622 5:00 Fronteras - Commentary: A Life Crossing Borders & Checkpoints - 
Now for another perspective on the planned increase of boots on the 
ground along the border. It’s a fearsome prospect to some who feel 
Perry is merely politicizing the issue without offering much needed aid 
to the thousands of young immigrants—many who are telling people 
here they fled for their lives.  Fronteras commentator, Yvette 
Benavides tells us about her life of crossing borders and checkpoints 
and offers this view.

Immigration 07/26/2014 0630 7:00 Texas Matters - The latest reports from the Texas Mexico border show 
a reduction in the number of children fleeing Central American poverty 
and violence and being apprehended at the border. Nevertheless, it’s 
expected that about 90 thousand children will make the trip this year 
and end up in U.S. custody and in the overwhelmed federal 
immigration court system.  On Monday Governor Rick Perry 
announced that is deploying up to a thousand Texas national guard 
troops to the border – although it’s not clear what role, responsibility or 
authority the guard will have.  And in Washington D.C. it’s hoped that 
Congress will put aside partisan bickering and political opportunism to 
find additional funding and an elusive immigration solution for the 
children. And that hope is fading fast since there is less than a week 
left before Congress goes on summer break.  Whatever solution is 
cobbled together – bipartisanship will play a role. Which is troubling 
since even the Texas democrats in Congress can’t agree on a 
solution.  However, Laredo democratic Congressman Henry Cuellar is 
earning salutes from Republicans for his efforts to speed up the 
deportations of the immigrant refugee children with his sponsorship of 
the HUMANE Act.

Immigration 07/26/2014 0638 7:00 Texas Matters - The HUMANE Act is not winning much support from 
Cuellar’s fellow Democrats.  Congressman Lloyd Doggett who 
represents San Antonio and Austin is critical of the proposals and says 
the legal protections for the children should not be rolled back.



Politics 07/26/2014 0645 7:00 Texas Matters - Just over a year ago the Texas legislature in a second 
special session passed a slate of abortion restrictions. Governor Perry 
signed them into law on July 18 2013. These measures include a ban 
on abortion at 20 weeks post-fertilization and recognize that the state 
has a compelling interest to protect fetuses from pain. Doctors who 
perform abortions must have admitting privileges at a nearby hospital, 
and there are new restrictions for women taking abortion-inducing 
drugs such as RU-486. Also abortion clinics are required to meet the 
same standards as other surgical health-care facilities – but that part 
of the law goes into effect on September 1st.  A study released this 
week from the Texas Policy Evaluation Project looked at how these 
new restrictions are impacting access to abortion in the state. It found 
that a 13 percent decline in abortion in Texas since the laws 
implementation. The lead author of the study is Dr. Daniel Grossman.

Politics 07/26/2014 0652 7:00 Texas Matters - Organizations like the Texas Alliance for Life lobbied 
hard for the abortion restrictions and celebrated the law’s passage.  
Joe Pojman is the executive director of the Texas Alliance for Life.  
https://www.texasallianceforlife.org/

Immigration 08/02/2014 0606 3:00 Fronteras - Judge Says Immigrant Kids Won't Be Heading To Dallas 
County - Nearly 5 Weeks after Dallas County Judge Clay Jenkins said 
North Texas would host 2,000 un-accompanied immigrant children, he 
announced a change of plans.  As KERA’s Doualy Xaykaothao 
reports, Jenkins said the migrants will stay at federal facilities because 
the number of kids crossing into the U-S has dropped.

Immigration 08/02/2014 0610 4:00 Fronteras - Karnes County Facility to House Immigrant Women and 
Children - In the past U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement has 
faced harsh criticisms for conditions at its immigration detention 
facilities. Now it has unveiled a new kind of center in Karnes County.  
Officials are calling the center “residential” rather than detention.  
While the facility is expected to accept detainees over the next few 
weeks, ICE opened the doors to the press to see the facility first hand.  
Texas Public Radio’s Joey Palacios takes us inside.

Immigration 08/02/2014 0615 4:00 Fronteras - From Honduras To North Texas: One Boy Shares His 
Story - Like many children who have crossed the border, Brayan Arce 
[Bryan R-seh] is not sure if he’ll be able to permanently stay in the U.S. 
What he is certain about is that living in Honduras has become too 
dangerous, especially for kids. KERA’s Stella Chavez sat down with 
Brayan [Bryan] and his mom at their Dallas home. They talked about 
life back home and the decision to come here.

Immigration 08/02/2014 0620 4:00 Fronteras - Why Nicaraguan Kids Aren’t Fleeing To U.S. - Since last 
October, the U.S. Border Patrol has apprehended more than 57 
thousand children traveling alone from Guatemala, Honduras and El 
Salvador. Notably absent from this unprecedented exodus from 
Central America are children from the region’s poorest country — 
Nicaragua. Fronteras reporter Jill Replogle (REP-low-guhl) wanted to 
know why.



Energy 08/02/2014 0625 3:00 Fronteras - Honey, I Shrunk The Windmills! To the Size of an Ant - 
Last week we heard about solar power in Texas.  Now we turn to wind.  
Commercial wind turbines stand more than a hundred feet tall, with 
blades nearly as long. The wind turbines developed by engineers at 
the University of Texas at Arlington are a bit smaller... As part of 
KERA’s Breakthroughs series, Lauren Silverman reports on the micro 
windmills, which are tinier than an ant. 

Culture 08/02/2014 0630 29:00:00 Texas Matters - It was still a mostly analog world in 1983. But it was a 
year of great strides of bringing the digital age into the home. The birth 
of the world wide web was still six years away but 1983 saw the arrival 
of America Online, Microsoft Word and a little plumber named Mario at 
the quarter arcade. But it was also the year Steve Jobs gave us the 
Apple II. Texas rocker Joe Ely got one and had the crazy notion to try 
to use it to make music. The resulting album was pioneering and 
revolutionary. And it sat in Ely’s archive until today.  Joe Ely sat down 
with Texas Public Radio’s Nathan Cone to discuss the now released 
“B484.”

Economy 08/09/2014 0606 7:00 Fronteras - Brownsville Mayor: SpaceX to Boost Economy, Education 
and Maybe You and Me to Outer Space - Space X is heading to South 
Texas. This week Governor Rick Perry announced incentives for the 
private company’s commercial launch facility planned for Cameron 
County. Including more than two million dollars from the state’s 
Enterprise Fund and 13 million from a Spaceport Trust Fund. 
Brownsville Mayor Tony Martinez joins Fronteras Host Crystal Chavez 
to discuss what Space X promises to deliver to this border area.  
Brownsville Mayor Tony Martinez speaks about Space X’s decision to 
make the Brownsville area the site for its commercial launch facility.

Immigration 08/09/2014 0615 4:00 Fronteras - Most Child Migrants Reunite with Family, but Some May 
Need Foster Care - The term ‘unaccompanied minor’ has been used 
to describe the Central American migrant children showing up alone at 
the southern border. But how many of the children crossing illegally 
with no parent or guardian have traveled thinking no one will meet 
them on the U.S. side? How many of these minors will need long term 
foster care and how many will quickly cycle out of the system? Marfa 
Public Radio’s Paige Phelps investigates.

Immigration 08/09/2014 0620 4:00 Fronteras - POLITICO: Influx of Migrant Children Slows - As we heard 
in the first half of this program—the influx of migrant children is slowing 
down some. Joining us now to talk more about that is Seung Min  Kim, 
congressional reporter at POLITICO. Kim starts the conversation with 
a look at the numbers of immigrants apprehended at the border.

Education 08/09/2014 0625 4:00 Fronteras - Children Attend Kindergarten Boot Camp To Prepare For 
School - In Texas more than half of young children never attend 
preschool. That’s despite research showing a quality education early 
on can pay off later in life. To help some of those kids catch up, there’s 
a new “kindergarten boot camp” in Houston. It’s a partnership that 
includes Avance—an organization that assists low-income families. 
The goal is to give students some “Pre-K” in a matter of weeks. 
Houston Public Media Education Reporter Laura Isensee (EYEZ-n-
see) takes us for a visit.



Border 08/09/2014 0630 8:00 Texas Matters - On Tuesday State lawmakers on the House 
Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security were asking 
questions about the order to send Texas National Guards Troops to 
the Southern Border. During testimony they learned that neither the 
head of the guard or the Texas Department of Public Safety requested 
the deployment to Governor Rick Perry. But as Texas Public Radio’s 
Capitol reporter Ryan Poppe tells us – state officials appear committed 
to putting “more boots on ground” on the border – at least for now.

Border 08/09/2014 0638 7:00 Texas Matters - During the hearing on border security a number of 
people testified about their experiences on the border and their stories 
varied widely enough to make one wonder if they were all talking about 
the same Texas Mexico border. Michael Seifert was one of the many 
witnesses and he gave testimony about his concerns of the growing 
militarization of the border. Seifert is a community activist and a 
longtime resident of the Rio Grande Valley. 

Border 08/09/2014 0645 8:00 Texas Matters - This certainly has been the summer of the border 
crisis. There have been news reports telling stories of children flooding 
across the Rio Grande and armed militia groups mounting operations 
to secure the border. Throughout there have been allegations that we 
have an open border. But the people who try to cross into the United 
States have a different view. The Texas Observer along with the 
Guardian newspaper are jointly publishing a four part series looking at 
the deadly southern border. Melissa del Bosque is a reporter for the 
Texas Observer.

Politics 08/09/2014 0653 6:00 Texas Matters - Starting September 1st Abortion Clinics in Texas will 
have to meet a new tougher standard. They will have to be ambulatory 
surgical centers. It’s another measure of HB2 – an anti-abortion law 
passed a year ago in a special legislative session. This week abortion 
providers in Texas went to federal court looking to prove that the new 
standard is unnecessary and puts a substantial burden on women in 
Texas looking to legally terminate a pregnancy. The state of Texas 
along with pro-life organizations say the standards are needed and the 
resulting closing down of abortion clinics around the state is an 
unintended consequence of the law. Mary Tuma is a news editor at the 
Austin Chronicle and covered the trial.

Border 08/16/2014 0606 2:00 Fronteras - Where Will Money Come From To Fund The Texas Border 
Security Operation? - Texas lawmakers in charge of putting together 
the state’s budget for the upcoming legislative session are searching 
for additional funding for the state-led multi-million dollar border 
security operation.  Texas Public Radio’s Ryan Poppe reports 
lawmakers are also looking at how to replace money already spent for 
that effort.

Immigration 08/16/2014 0609 8:00 Fronteras - As More Cities Consider Municipal IDs, Former New 
Haven, CT Mayor Shares How Resident IDs Worked Out There - More 
cities are considering municipal IDs—including the City of Austin. This 
is in part with immigrants who aren’t in the country legally in mind. To 
see just what impact these municipal IDs can have, we called up New 
Haven, Connecticut’s former Mayor John DeStefano. New Haven was 
the first city to create a resident card of this kind.



Culture 08/16/2014 0617 2:00 Fronteras - Mujeres Mercado, An Updated Version Of The "Chili 
Queens," Coming To Main Plaza - A brand new event tips its hat to a 
San Antonio tradition from well over a hundred years ago. Texas 
Public Radio’s Arts and Culture Reporter Jack Morgan has more.

Border 08/16/2014 0620 4:00 Fronteras - Texas Drones Built To Save Lives - Drones have gotten 
international notoriety. Sometimes, they’re described as killing 
machines. But drones can also save lives. As part of KERA’s 
Breakthroughs series, Lauren Silverman visits two University of North 
Texas professors who’ve developed a drone for emergencies – it’s 
capable of providing Wi-Fi to storm-ravaged areas where telephone 
access is out.

Culture 08/16/2014 0625 3:00 Fronteras - Vincent Valdez, And His Sarape-Inspired Benches Along 
Mission Reach - More public Art has been unveiled down on the 
Mission Reach in San Antonio. Texas Public Radio’s Arts and Culture 
Reporter Jack Morgan tells us about it.

Culture 08/16/2014 0630 5:00 Texas Matters - Patrick Sparks is the president of Texas Dance Hall 
Preservation - you can find them online at TexasDanceHall dot ORG. 
They have information about where the dance halls are and what 
events are coming up at them.

Culture 08/16/2014 0635 24:00:00 Texas Matters - Texas Dance Hall Memories – these icons of Texas 
music and culture are fading from the landscape.  When the European 
settlers came to Texas and established vibrant farming communities 
one of the first buildings they would construct was the dance hall. It 
would serve as a community gathering point and a center for meetings 
and socializing.  And over the years the dance halls changed with 
Texas and helped establish a Texas culture of Bob Wills, long necks 
and two steps.  There used to be about a thousand of dance halls 
around the state but now we are down to about 300 and even fewer for 
dance halls that hold regular events.  This radio documentary on 
Texas Dance Halls was produced in 2009 and since then the rate of 
decline has not slowed. And the Dance Hall that we focused on, Club 
21, has since been destroyed.

Economy 08/23/2014 0606 2:00 Fronteras - NCLR Says Medicaid Expansion Would Benefit Latinos, 
Economy - The National Council of La Raza has released a report on 
what the impacts would be if the state of Texas were to expand 
Medicaid. TPR’s Joey Palacios reports.

Border 08/23/2014 0609 6:00 Fronteras - A Conversation with A Rio Grande Border Agent - 
Thousands of young immigrants arriving at the border, arms and drug 
trafficking, human trafficking –people in distress from the heat while 
trying to cross the border—The Border Patrol has a lot to deal with. 
We wondered: what is it like to be a border agent these days? To give 
us a unique perspective from the ground we turn to border agent and 
public information officer Joe Gutierrez. He works in the Rio Grande 
Valley Sector—they refer to it as the RGV sector—one of the busiest in 
the nation. Gutierrez starts the conversation with an update on the 
numbers of Central American migrants. 



Energy 08/23/2014 0615 3:00 Fronteras - Solar Power Shedding ‘Ugly’ Image in Houston - Now we 
continue our look here on Fronteras at the solar landscape in Texas. 
Global demand for solar panels could soon create shortages 
according to Bloomberg News. In Texas, costs for solar are dropping 
and the amount of power Texans now get from the sun is up over 30 
percent in the past year. But some housing developments are banning 
the roof-top solar panels, saying they’re unsightly. From the News 88-7 
Energy and Environment Desk Dave Fehling found a neighborhood in 
Houston where some homeowners can’t imagine life without solar 
power. 

Culture 08/23/2014 0620 7:00 Fronteras - Christian Camp Teaches Children How to Shoot Non-
Native Game in Texas - Students are heading back to school—many 
of them taking with them memories from summer camp. There are all 
kinds of camps, right now we’re going to hear about a Christian camp 
that introduces young Texans to hunting culture. The story is part of 
“Gun Wars” an investigation of gun rights and regulations in America. 
This is a project of the Carnegie-Knight News 21 program. It’s a 
national multimedia reporting project by journalism students and 
graduates from 16 universities.  Visual journalist Jim Tuttle one of the 
News 21 fellows. His assignment sent him to a camp at a private 
exotic game ranch near College Station. It was his first time in Texas 
and he wasn’t sure what to expect.  Tuttle says campers ranged in age 
from about ten to 15 years old a lot of the counselors were college 
aged.

Politics 08/23/2014 0630 17:00 Texas Matters - On August 15 the special prosecutor Michael Mccrum 
announced to the press that Governor Rick Perry had been indicted.  
The following day Perry spoke to the press. He not only proclaimed his 
innocence but said the prosecution was politically motivated.  Is this 
politics or the justice system going after a governor who went too far?  
Harvey Kronberg is the editor of the Quorum Report an online 
newsletter that covers Texas Politics – it’s on the web at quorum report 
dot com.

Environment 08/23/2014 0647 12:00 Texas Matters - A massive private ranch along the Gulf Coast is now 
on its’ way to become part of the state park system. The 37.7 million 
dollar purchase is due in part from a fund created in the wake of the 
2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill. It’s the highest price ever paid for a 
Texas conservation project and the biggest land acquisition so far 
using BP spill restoration dollars.  The Powderhorn Ranch is 75 miles 
northeast of Corpus Christi.  Carter Smith is the executive director of 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. They just added the 
Powderhorn Ranch to their landholdings. 17,351-acre property along 
the Texas coast in Calhoun County contains freshwater wetlands, salt 
marshes, tidal flats, oyster beds and live oak forests, and is hoped to 
become a wintertime refuge for the endangered whooping crane.



Border 08/30/2014 0606 5:00 Fronteras - Reporter Details Former Border Protection Watchdog’s 
Account of Corruption - This summer, the former head of the internal 
watchdog office at U.S. Customs and Border Protection was removed 
from his post and re-assigned – that was after an independent report 
revealed his agency didn't do enough to investigate deadly shootings 
by Border Patrol agents.  But in an unauthorized interview this month 
with the Center for Investigative Reporting, http://cironline.org/ James 
Tomsheck tells reporter Andrew Becker his removal was meant to 
deflect controversy over the agency’s use of force policies.  Tomsheck 
also claims corruption has been a bigger problem than the CBP 
admits, AND that the deaths of at least 7 of the 28 people killed by 
border Patrol agents since 2010 were – in his words – “highly suspect.”  
Fronteras’ Travis Bubenik of Marfa Public Radio spoke with Becker 
about those claims.

Economy 08/30/2014 0612 5:00 Fronteras - San Diego’s Taxi-Turned-Uber Drivers Get A New Lease 
On Life - San Antonio is trying to figure how to regulate ride sharing 
companies such as Uber and Lyft. This week we look at how Uber is 
faring in San Diego.  That city will take up measures this fall aimed at 
reforming the existing taxi industry. But cab companies are urging 
them to turn their gaze toward mobile rideshare companies. San Diego 
cab companies insist they aren't losing customers to Uber. But they 
are, in fact, losing money. Fronteras reporter Megan Burks says the 
money is following cab drivers, who are making the jump to Uber in 
droves there. 

Culture 08/30/2014 0620 8:00 Fronteras - Rosie Castro: The Woman Behind the Castro Twins - 
She’s the woman behind the Castro twins- Rosie Castro mother to 
newly-appointed HUD Secretary and former San Antonio Mayor Julian 
Castro and Joaquin Castro -U.S. Democratic Congressman from San 
Antonio’s District 20.  HBO Latino will feature Rosie Castro in October 
in its Habla series--a documentary series looking at Latino life. Rosie 
will be on the special Habla Men –discussing the values she raised her 
sons with. People will get a sneak peak this weekend at the San 
Antonio Convention Center during the Festival People en Espanol. She 
spoke with Texas Public Radio’s Crystal Chavez on this week’s 
Fronteras program.

Education 08/30/2014 0630 6:00 Texas Matters - School districts throughout the state are applauding a 
court ruling that may eventually lead to an overhaul of the way Texas 
pays for schools.  One of the lead plaintiffs in the case against the 
state’s education system is MALDEF – the Mexican American Legal 
Defense and Education Fund. David Hinojosa is the lead Counsel for 
MALDEF – he commented on the size of decision - 400 pages.

Education 08/30/2014 0636 6:00 Texas Matters - Different groups see different things in the ruling. 
Conservatives see the decision as further evidence for more charter 
schools and vouchers. Michael Barba is scholar at the Center for 
Education Freedom at the conservative Texas Public Policy 
Foundation.



Education 08/30/2014 0642 7:00 Texas Matters - While the ruling is again a defeat for the Texas public 
education system – the judge’s decision doesn’t actually change 
anything in the classroom. There is going to be an appeal to the 
elected Texas Supreme Court. And if upheld it’s going to be up to the 
legislature to find the fixes. State Senator Leticia Van de Putte is on 
the Senate Education Committee.  Van de Putte is also the democratic 
nominee for Lt. Governor running against State Sen. Dan Patrick. 
Patrick released a statement  - “As chair of the Senate Education 
Committee, I led the charge to restore most of the education funding 
cuts from last session. We have spent vast amounts of money towards 
education and we’re still struggling to see significant improvement. 
Spending continues to rise steadily while the number of failing schools 
increases. Today's decision is the sole decision of one judge in Travis 
County. The final say will come from the Supreme Court.  Ultimately, it 
is the legislature, voted by the people of Texas, who should make 
these important decisions.”

Culture 08/30/2014 0649 5:00 Texas Matters - Two major stories have dominated the news this 
summer the Police shooting of Michael Brown in Ferguson Missouri 
and the clash between Israel and the Palestinians in Gaza. While both 
stories have settled into an uneasy peace – San Antonio based poet 
Naoim Shihab Nye has a unique perspective – having grown up in both 
places and she offers us this commentary.

Culture 08/30/2014 0654 5:00 Texas Matters - I would like to celebrate the life of Janet Cortez – a 
ranchera singer who’s stage name was Perla Tapatia.  Perla was 
member of beloved singing group Las Tesoros de San Antonio. She 
died Sunday. She was 83.  I was fortunate enough to see her perform 
several times in her trademark bolero hat and black and white cape.  
But what amazed me was her determination to perform despite a life 
time of health issues including throat cancer.  After 40 surgeries that 
removed most of her voice box to cancer.  And having to breathe with 
a tracheostomy, a surgically created airway through the neck – Perla 
defied the doctors who said she never would speak again – and she 
somehow retained that strong voice. 

Economy 09/06/2014 0606 5:00 Fronteras - Texas Entrepreneurs Want More Work Visas - Nearly a 
quarter of Texas business owners are foreign born. These 
entrepreneurs brought in a total income of $10 billion dollars in 2010. 
Still, immigration is a sticking point. KERA’s Lauren Silverman reports 
Texas entrepreneurs are pushing for more high-skilled visas.

Crime 09/06/2014 0612 4:00 Fronteras - Hope Dwindles For DNA Evidence At Tijuana Body Dump - 
More than 22- thousand people have gone missing in Mexico since the 
country declared war on drug traffickers in 2006. Some family 
members of the missing hoped to find answers at a gruesome body 
disposal site discovered in Tijuana several years ago. But Fronteras 
reporter Jill Replogle says that hope has dwindled. We want to warn 
listeners that some of the content in this report’s disturbing. 



Border 09/06/2014 0618 2:00 Fronteras - Citizen Militia Remains on the Border Following Border 
Patrol Shooting Incident - A collection of citizen militia groups 
operating along the Rio Grande Valley border say they plan to remain 
in the area despite shots being fired in a volunteer’s direction by a US 
Border Patrol agent.  Texas Public Radio’s Ryan Poppe reports the 
incident is now under federal investigation.

Economy 09/06/2014 0621 5:00 Fronteras - Can the Private Space Industry Stabilize a Boom-and-Bust 
Economy - The private space company owned by billionaire Elon [EE-
lahn] Musk made headlines recently with its plan to build a rocket 
launch site in South Texas. But Space X isn't the only one with its eyes 
on Texas. Another company called XCOR broke ground in Midland, 
where it plans to launch commercial space flights next year.  As West 
Texas Public Radio's Travis Bubenik reports, some hope this new 
industry will stabilize the region's traditionally oil and gas-based boom 
and bust economy.

Economy 09/06/2014 0626 3:00 Fronteras - Appeals Court Will Hear Texas Abortion Arguments On 
Sept. 12 - Eleven abortion clinics in Texas can stay open, for now. This 
after an appeals court declined to allow Texas Attorney General Greg 
Abbott to shut them down right away. Carrie Feibel explains the latest 
legal development.

Politics 09/06/2014 0630 10:00 Texas Matters - On a fall Monday morning in 2010 – agents with the 
Texas Attorney General’s office raided the offices of Houston Votes, a 
large scale voter registration project. Attorney General Greg Abbott 
says the raid was required to protect the integrity of the ballot box. 
Critics say it was a heavy handed effort to intimidate voter registration 
in an area where voter turnout is historically low. Fred Lewis is the 
president of Texans Together, the nonprofit parent group of Houston 
Votes. 

Border 09/06/2014 0640 10:00 Texas Matters - Texas Tea leaders are calling on Governor Rick Perry 
to call a special session of the legislature to deal with security on the 
southern border. And declare that Texas is being invaded. The group 
released what they call a guiding document for future political action 
that they say will address the threat to the state’s economy, security 
and health caused by illegal immigration.  George Rodriguez helped 
craft the document and is the South Texas coordinator for the Tea 
Party. The document is titled: “Texas Border Crisis Action Plan, A plan 
to secure the border with Mexico and Protect the Health, Safety and 
Economy of the State of Texas.”

Environment 09/06/2014 0650 9:00 Texas Matters - Texas has never had enough water to go around – 
and with this ongoing drought and population growth – water has never 
been more precious. And as cities are looking to shore up their long 
range water plans they are reaching farther into the rural parts of the 
state looking to buy up water. But the rural areas are reacting with 
suspicion and dread as they witness their aquifers being tapped. And 
now those people are organizing and demanding reforms. Linda Curtis 
is the president of the League of Independent Voters of Texas.



Environment 09/13/2014 0606 3:00 Fronteras - Journalists Now Traveling Through Texas for Rio Grande 
Expedition - Reporter Colin McDonald and photojournalist Erich 
Schlegel are on the journey of a lifetime. 1900 miles, seven months 
following the Rio Grande from source to sea. They’re calling it the 
Disappearing Rio Grande Expedition.  The journey all started at Stony 
Pass in Colorado in late June. These journalists are not driving. 
They’re getting up close and personal with the river: canoeing, 
kayaking and walking when need be to learn about the changes to the 
river and how those changes are impacting the people that rely on it. I 
reached Colin McDonald on his cell phone to give us an update on this 
fascinating journey.

Culture 09/13/2014 0610 3:00 Fronteras - Tejano Ranch Life Comes To The Big City At The Institute 
Of Texan Cultures - Something else is slowly disappearing in Texas: a 
lifestyle. This Sunday it’ll all be on display as Arts and Culture Reporter 
Jack Morgan explains.

Education 09/13/2014 0614 2:00 Fronteras - Education Commissioner Plans to Expand Pre-K in Texas 
Using Federal Grant - The Texas Education Commissioner has 
informed federal officials the state intends to seek a 30-million dollar 
grant that would expand Pre-Kindergarten opportunities. Texas Public 
Radio’s Ryan Poppe reports that would include increasing enrollment 
for non-English speaking students.

Health 09/13/2014 0617 11:00 Fronteras - Q&A La Prensa’s Nina Duran on Father’s Alzheimer’s 
Journey - La Prensa is San Antonio’s independent, family-owned 
bilingual newspaper.  The Duran family has operated the local paper 
for more than 25 years.  This week they announced the paper’s 
publisher, 79 year-old Tino Duran has been living with Alzheimer’s.  
Mr. Duran’s daughter, Nina, is now using her position to raise 
awareness of this disease.  Nina is vice-president of public relations at 
La Prensa.  We spoke earlier this week and the conversations starts 
with her talking about his early days.

Politics 09/13/2014 0630 10:00 Texas Matters - The race for Texas Attorney General already has it’s 
oddities – the Democrats are fielding a candidate named Sam 
Houston and the Republican Candidate – State Senator Ken Paxton – 
has pleaded guilty to securities fraud and more criminal charges could 
be coming. But enter the Libertarian in the race – attorney Jamie 
Balagia – also known as the DWI Dude a moniker he acquired for his 
stalwart defense against DWI and drug charges. His website is even 
dwidude – dot com. Balagia is calling his candidacy a reeferendum – 
because he says a vote for him is a vote to legalize pot in Texas.

Environment 09/13/2014 0640 9:00 Texas Matters - Texas Parks and Wildlife Department is working on 
building an artificial reel off shore of Corpus Christi and this weekend 
they plan on sinking a ship in that effort. Dale Shively is the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife’s artificial reef program leader. 
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/landwater/water/habitats/artificial_reef/over
view.phtml



Environment 09/13/2014 0649 10:00 Texas Matters - Rain is welcome in Texas. The drought forecast isn’t 
good and hopes are high for the development of an El Nino to change 
the weather patterns. This Spring the signs looked good for El Nino. It 
looked like the state was set to receive some much needed rain 
starting in September. Then… things changed…  For StateImpact 
Texas, KUT’s Mose Buchele brings us up to speed on the likelihood of 
a wetter fall.

Health 09/20/2014 0606 5:00 Fronteras - Mothers Fight Stigma Of Drug Addiction to Get Help for 
Babies in New Mexico - The number of babies born addicted to drugs 
has risen sharply over the last decade or so in New Mexico. KUNM’s 
Public Health reporter Marisa Demarco brings us this story of how 
stigma surrounding addiction and pregnancy is contributing to the 
increase. 

Politics 09/20/2014 0612 4:00 Fronteras - Sen. Cornyn Hopes To Build GOP Support With Minority 
Outreach - Senator John Cornyn’s re-election campaign is looking 
beyond November, at the future of the Texas Republican Party- if it 
doesn’t attract minorities.  Cornyn's wide lead over three opponents 
and his enormous war chest have given him the luxury of waging a 
non-traditional campaign. KERA’s Shelley Kofler reports he’s putting 
his energy into a minority outreach effort he sees as essential to 
keeping Texas red. 

Politics 09/20/2014 0618 4:00 Fronteras - Castro’s HUD Priorities Include Lowering Rents and 
Increasing Home Ownership - HUD Secretary Julian Castro-former SA 
mayor- gave his first major speech in his new position this week. He 
said he wants to lower rents and help more Americans reach the 
dream of home ownership. Texas Public Radio’s Ryan Loyd joins the 
program to give us more details on Castro’s priorities for HUD.

Culture 09/20/2014 0623 5:00 Fronteras - Fronteras Commentator Weighs in on Mattel’s Mariachi 
Barbie - Few items in American pop culture are more iconic than 
Barbie. Launched in 1959 Barbie and her clique of friends is a staple 
of fashion play for children.  And the latest addition to Barbie’s posse – 
Mariachi Barbie - can been seen as an attempt to outreach to the 
growing Latino demographic.  But as Fronteras commentator Yvette 
Benavides reminds us – the first four letters in dollar spell “doll.”  
Yvette Benavides is a San Antonio writer and a professor of English at 
Our Lady of the Lake University. 



Border 09/20/2014 0630 8:00 Texas Matters - As the United States engages the terrorist 
organization ISIS or ISIL in Iraq and Syria, there are people here 
sounding the alarm that the Texas Mexico border is being crossed by 
members of the Islamic State seeking to doom harm to Americans.  
ISIS has captured large swaths of northern and western Iraq, where it 
is imposing a harsh interpretation of Islamic law. To protect refugees 
and American citizens in the region, the U.S. has been pounding the 
extremist group with airstrikes.  Midland County Sheriff Gary Painter 
was on Fox News this week saying that he believes that members of 
ISIS have already crossed the border.  Sheriff Painter said there is 
evidence found on the border supports his claim.  However on 
Wednesday at a congressional hearing on homeland security officials 
who lead the agencies in charge of protecting the homeland said there 
is no credible evidence of a threat from Isis or any terrorist 
organizations looking to cross the southern border.  El Paso 
Congressman Beto O’Rourke who sits on the committee on Homeland 
Security says problems of border security have been exaggerated.

Economy 09/20/2014 0638 7:00 Texas Matters - The poverty rate in Texas has dipped and the median 
household income is up. But never the less – 4 point 5 million Texans 
still live under the poverty line. The U.S. Census Bureau reports that 
the statewide poverty rate is at 17 point 5 percent – but it’s double that 
in the Rio Grande Valley.  And Anat Kelman Shaw of the Children’s 
Defense Fund tells us the poverty numbers are even more shocking 
for Texas children.  Anat Kelman Shaw is the communications director 
for the Children’s Defense Fund. New Census numbers report that one 
out of four children in Texas live in poverty. Although over all the 
poverty rate in Texas did improve modestly.

Economy 09/20/2014 0645 7:00 Texas Matters - Typically when you think of Midland Texas you think of 
exploring underground – looking for the next big oil strike – but now 
Midland has it’s eyes set on exploring the cosmos. This week the FAA 
approved making the midland airport a space port. Marv Esterly is the 
director of the airport which will now get a new name.  Marv Esterly is 
the director of the Midland International Air and Space Port.

Culture 09/20/2014 0652 7:00 Texas Matters - There is definitely some kind of spiritual connection 
between Texas and Las Vegas. And that could be traced back to one 
particular murderous crook named Benny Binion. There’s a statue of 
Binion today in Vegas with him high on a horse with his cowboy hat 
tilted in a cocky fashion. Doug Swanson has written the incredible story 
of this gamble cowboy - "Blood Aces: The Wild Ride of Benny Binion." 

Border 09/27/2014 0606 4:00 Fronteras - Border Crossing Wait Times Plummet At San Ysidro - 
Something bizarre — even mind-altering — is happening at the busiest 
port of entry on the U.S.-Mexico border. It started about a week ago 
and it hasn’t let up. Jill Replogle from our Fronteras Desk reports that 
it’s changing lives and could, in fact, change the local economy.



Energy 09/27/2014 0611 3:00 Fronteras - Mexico Energy Reform Spawns Odessa Pitch In 
Chihuahua - Mexico is scouting for help from American oil companies 
as it opens its energy sector to foreign participation for the first time 
since 1938. At the same time, several U.S. companies are looking to 
Mexico to replace China as the industry’s principal supplier of the 
massive pipelines that send the oil to market. Lorne Matalon reports 
on a new partnership between two towns --- in two countries --- that 
want to harness geography and oil industry experience for each other’s 
benefit.

Energy 09/27/2014 0615 4:00 Fronteras - American Independent Party Isn’t As ‘Independent’ As 
Some Voters Think - A growing number of San Diego voters are opting 
against joining the country’s major political parties. Those, of course, 
would be the Republican Party and the Democratic Party. Reporter Jill 
Replogle looked into this trend among newly nationalized citizens. She 
found one Third Party that’s growing faster than all the rest.

Environment 09/27/2014 0620 3:00 Fronteras - Two-Way El Nino May Help Texas Drought - Fall is here 
and many are looking forward to the cooler temperatures. 
Meteorologists are looking at a developing El Nino weather pattern and 
predict it could help Texas out –when it comes to drought. El Nino is a 
cyclical warming of sea surface temperatures along the equatorial 
Pacific. Dan Robert-son is a meteorologist with Time Warner Cable 
News for San Antonio and Austin. He joins Fronteras Host Crystal 
Chavez to tell us what El Nino could mean for Texas.

Environment 09/27/2014 0624 3:00 Fronteras - Where Are The Exomoons? UT Arlington Researchers 
Aim To Track Them Down With Radio Waves - Here on Fronteras, we 
tend to focus on borders and life here on Earth. But let’s take a look at 
another frontier --Scientists are still finding planets in other parts of the 
galaxy. So far, they’ve discovered around 2,000 exoplanets. Their luck 
hasn’t been as good with exomoons. As part of KERA’s Breakthroughs 
project, Lauren Silverman reports on how researchers at U-T Arlington 
will use a new approach –think radio waves – to locate moons many 
light years away. 

Politics 09/27/2014 0630 10:00 Texas Matters - The Texas Enterprise Fund, Governor Rick Perry says 
it’s a deal closer. With a half billion dollars at his disposal Perry uses it 
as big pot of money that he can use to bring companies to Texas. 
Toyota was awarded $40 million to uproot its U.S. headquarters from 
California to suburban Dallas. SpaceX got $15 million to build the 
space port in Brownsville. Perry says the fund has been instrumental in 
helping build the Texas booming economy.  But a state audit released 
this week of the fund tells a different story. It shows that there were 
few if any controls on the fund, over $220 million in tax payer dollars 
were doled out to private companies without oversight or requirements 
for actual job creation. Ryan Poppe is Texas Public Radio’s capital 
correspondent and is covering the story.



Politics 09/27/2014 0640 9:00 Texas Matters - One of the biggest races on the November ballot is for 
Texas Attorney General. The two main candidates are Republican Ken 
Paxton and Democrat Sam Houston. Paxton, a state senator, has 
been running for the office under the dark cloud that the Travis County 
District Attorney’s office might reveal they are targeting him in a 
criminal investigation related to his previous guilty plea for securities 
fraud. But this week the Travis County D.A.s office announced they 
would delay making that decision until after the election. The D.A.s 
office is reacting to a complain that was filed by Texans for Public 
Justice, the same organization that filed the complaints against 
Governor Rick Perry and which led to his indictments.  Craig 
McDonald is the director of Texans for Public Justice.

Energy 09/27/2014 0649 10:00 Texas Matters - Texas has been called the Saudi Arabia of wind 
energy. The state leads the world in wind energy production. That 
boom is due in part to tax breaks that wind companies receive for the 
installation of the giant turbines that can be seen in the panhandle, 
west Texas and on the coast.  But this week Texas comptroller Susan 
Combs released the report  “Texas Power Challenge: Getting the Most 
From Your Energy Dollars.” In it she urged policymakers and elected 
officials to discontinue subsidies and tax breaks for wind energy.  Tom 
“Smity” Smith is the director of Public Citizen Texas. He says the 
report unfairly targets wind power for receiving the same type of 
subsidies that other energy sources get in Texas and the report does 
not take into account the benefits of wind that other non-renewable 
energy sources don’t have.




