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Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by this station during 

the reporting period. 

 
The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days and times indicated. 

Each program regularly provides information or addresses current local issues of concern to viewers in the 

area where the station is located. 
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PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES 
 

 
 

The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address local issues and 

concerns in the station's city of license and within its service area.  Specific episodes and segments of 

these programs and the issues they addressed are listed on the following pages. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Program Name Schedule (Day/Time) 
Brief Generic Description 

(Note whether local, syndicated or network) 

13WMAZ Eyewitness 
News 

M-F 5am - 7 am; Noon - 
12:30 pm;  

5 pm - 5:30 pm; 6pm - 
6:30 pm;  

11 pm - 11:35 pm; Sat-
Sun 7am - 9 am;   

11 pm - 11:35 pm 
 

Local newscasts produced by WMAZ-TV, which inform viewers on 
local issues. 

13WMAZ Close-Up 
Saturdays Noon - 12:30 

pm 
Local program produced by WMAZ-TV, which interviews 

community leaders on local issues. 

CBS 60 Minutes Sundays 7 pm - 8 pm 
The program offers investigative reports, interviews, segments and 

profiles of issues and people in the news. 

CBS Face The Nation 
Sundays 10:30 am - 11 
am; 11:30 am - noon 

The program interviews newsmakers on the latest issues. 
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LOCAL ISSUES ADDRESSED DURING THE QUARTER 
 

 
 

The following are local issues of concern to the community.  Programs that addressed these issues 

during this reporting period are listed on the following pages. 
 

 
 

Local Issue/Concern Brief description of local issue or concern 

Education Local schools went back to school during this quarter.  

Crime and Public Safety Reports of crime and efforts of law enforcement and the community to deal 
with crime are a focus of community conversation. 

Government An election was held for the consolidated government of Macon-Bibb 
County. Consolidation has been a topic of community conversation. 

Health Healthcare and general health information continue to be of interest.  

Military Robins Air Force Base is the area’s largest employer. Uncertainty around 
sequestration created additional interest.  

Economy The unemployment rate for Macon has declined this quarter to 8.7% in 
August, where it was 9.8% a year ago in August.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

ISSUE-RESPONSIVE   PROGRAMMING 
 
 

I Local  Issue: Education  

 
Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/1 5 3 minutes The GED Test goes to a digital option in 2014.Counties have until 
December 31, 2013, to make the option. By January of next year 
there will be a new test. The new test will have four subjects. The 
price will remain the same at $160 dollars.  

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/7 5,6 &11 3 minutes One Central Georgia College hopes returning veterans want to go 
back to school. Fort Valley State University will host an information 
session tomorrow night. It's primarily for those who served in the 
military. And didn't attend or didn't finish college. The session will 
talk to veterans about programs available at FVSU. It will also 
discuss ways to pay for college... like the post 9-11 G-I Bill.  Anna 
Holloway... with extended education at the university... says they 
have a lot of support for students who are also veterans. That 
includes state programs like Complete College Georgia... And an on 
campus military resource coordinator. The session will be held from 
at F-V-S-U's Warner Robins Campus on Osigian Boulevard.   
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/15 – 8/18 Noon, 5, 6 
&11pm 
various 

5 minutes on the 
opening day of 
the drive, 5 
minutes of 
additional news 
coverage; 
Multiple PSA at 
Various times.  

13WMAZ teamed up with Communities in School to host a school 
supplies drive to help the children in central Georgia. Donation 
barrels were placed in area Walmart stores. All supplies donated 
stayed in the community.  

13 WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/16 6 & 11 PM 4 minutes  A review of start dates and the length of the school yea.for Central 
Georgia revealed differences by district. Crawford County now has 
the latest starting date in the area on the day after Labor Day. The 
earliest is Dooly County. Their students report back to the 
classroom  Monday,  July 22. Most public school students head back 
to school in the first week of August. Several districts are still 
sticking to 180 days in class, like Houston, Baldwin and Jones 
counties. Others have cut back. Wilcox County High is in session for 
159 days this year, Peach 170 and Crawford County High is 
scheduled for 160 days. The average school year in Central Georgia 
right now is 175 days. Bibb County students will be in the classroom 
for 178 days. The first day for Bibb students is August 1. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/1/2013 6pm 4 minutes Reports highlighted the first day of school in several area 
communities. 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/8 5pm and 6pm  3 minutes The Houston County School Nutrition is expanding its Fresh Fruit 
and Vegetable Grant piloted at Pearl Stephens Elementary last year 
by adding Lindsey Elementary and Westside Elementary.  This grant 
provides funds to serve fresh produce in classrooms.  Students last 
year had the opportunity to taste starfruit, snap peas, jicama and a 
wide variety of exotic fruits and vegetables as well as items on 
grocery store shelves. 
The overall goal of the program is to expose children to new foods 
and to teach healthy lifestyle habits.  This year children in three 
schools will have a chance to try healthy snacks twice a week.  To 
see the program, visit Lindsey Elementary on a Wednesday or and 
Friday, around 1:00 p.m.  Lindsey’s children will sample a fruit or 
vegetable after lunch, with times varying by class.  
During the second week, on Aug. 14 or 16, students will try pluots, 
which is a hybrid fruit grown from a plum and apricot.  
“We saw how much students and teachers liked the program and 
decided to take that success into other schools,” says Lauren Koff, 
Dietitian for the School Nutrition Program.  “This is a true 
partnership between nutrition and education. Teachers incorporate 
the new foods into lesson plans, from writing practice to fruit 
wedge fractions.  The kids love the afternoon snack and can’t wait 
to see what fruit or vegetable is next, and getting excited over 
healthy food is what it is all about.”  
The three schools will receive more than $68,000 to implement the 
program.  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/9 – 9/7; 
9/23, 9/24 and 
9/25 

5,6 & 11 10 minutes 13WMAZ award-winning Junior Journalist program held open 
auditions for area students. The program gives area students the 
opportunity to shadow a WMAZ reporter to learn how news stories 
are prepared for broadcast. 10 students are selected for the 
program every two years and visit the station once every 10 weeks 
to learn about journalism. The program received an award from the 
National Association of Broadcasters Education Foundation in 2005.   
Students selected were introduced in newscasts on 9/23, 9/24 and 
9/25. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/13 5pm and 6pm 3 minutes Freeze tag, hopscotch and kickball are about to get an upgrade at 
16 Houston County schools. 
The Board of Education approved about $1.6 million in renovations 
for school gyms. 
Facilities Director Jason Daniel said they chose the gyms based on 
their age. All of the schools getting the work are 20 years or older. 
He says the main features will be new flooring, lighting and a fresh 
coat of paint. 
Principal at Tucker Elementary, Kim Halstead, said replacing the 
carpet will be healthier and safer for students. 
Halstead said, "A lot of the building reacts to the moisture or 
weather, and we have elementary kids that eat breakfast, then 
come to PE and run around.  
The work will start in October at Bonaire Middle School. The 
renovations should be complete on all the schools by next August. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/15 6pm and 
11pm 

4 minutes The Bibb County Board of Education voted Thursday night to fill 
new positions within the school district, including Deputy 
Superintendent of School Improvement and Redesign.  
That position went to Sylvia Hooke.  She will assume the position 
Suzanne Griffin-Ziebart held before she served several months as 
acting superintendent until interim Steve Smith took the reigns. 
Other jobs filled included the Executive Director of Capital 
Programs; the Director of Assessment, Accountability, Evaluation, 
and Research; and the Executive Director of Technology. Bibb 
School board member, Tom Hudson, voted against two of those 
hires, the Director of Assessment, Accountability, Evaluation and 
Research and the Executive Director of Technology.  
"This is important as we bring together this team, and it's also 
important as we begin to move forward on our five year facility 
study," said Wanda West, the Board President.  
Board members also approved a range of contracts from advanced 
disposal to food product contracts.  Interim Superintendent Steve 
Smith also brought information to the board about charter schools. 
Smith says two charter schools, Macon International Charter 
Academy and the Academy for Classical Education, will make a 
presentation at the next meeting on September 19.  A third charter 
school, Cirrus Education Group Inc., which wants to establish Cirrus 
Academy Charter School, will present to the state, not the Bibb 
County School board. That's because administrators want proposed 
attendance state wide.  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/21 5pm and 6pm 3 minutes Twiggs County High School needs employers to employ high school 
juniors (11th graders) and seniors (12th graders) through its Youth 
Apprenticeship Program. 
Youth Apprenticeship is a structured combination of school-based 
and work-based learning. Through a coordinated effort involving 
business and industry, Youth Apprenticeship addresses the dual 
role of preparing students for the world of work and providing 
Georgia with a highly skilled, technologically competitive workforce. 
The Youth Apprenticeship program benefits students by offering 
them school-based and work-based learning opportunities that are 
related to students’ career interest areas.  Through Youth 
Apprenticeship, students are able to:  earn wages while learning 
from skilled professionals,  increase career options and future 
employability, and  strengthen academic skills. 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/10 Noon, 6 &11 4 minutes The Governor's Office of Highway Safety is sponsored several car 
seat safety events around Central Georgia. 
Harris Blackwood, Dir. of the Highway Safety office told 13WMAZ 
that there is a real need in the Macon area to educate parents and 
motorists in keeping children safe. 
"You would not believe the number of parents that install their 
child's car seat or booster seat improperly," Blackwood said. 
Members promoting the effort stopped Tuesday at the Agape Way 
Daycare in Byron as part of the 3-day safety caravan. 
Representatives from the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Adminstration were on site to see the inspection and 
demonstration.  On Wednesday, Blackwood said the group will set-
up at Northway Church, 5915 Zebulon Road, in Macon. The free car 
seat and child passenger safety check starts at 1:30 and will 
conclude at 3:30 Wednesday afternoon. 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/10 5pm and 6pm 3 minutes Some say it's never too early to start to saving for college. Well a 
Warner Robins family has over $5,000 in the bank for higher 
education for their daughter who has just entered primary school. 
That's all thanks to a summer reading program sweepstakes.  
Natalie Brantley won the Path2College sweepstakes for $5,529. 
Path2College says the sweepstakes is to encourage parents to start 
saving for college early and encourage summer reading.  
"Because it helps us to promote the sooner you start saving the 
more opportunity you have to save more money when you finally 
get to that point of deciding which college you want to go to you 
are less limited by the amount resources that you would have," said 
Mitch Seaubaugh, Executive Director of Path2College 529 Plan.   
"It just gives her a head start there's just you know it's exciting that 
she has this much money because it probably would have taken us 
longer than five years to save it up, to save five thousand dollars for 
her I know it would," said Amanda Brantley, Natalie's mother.  
Natalie says she wants to be an art teacher or fairy princess.  
The Brantley family hopes to send her to University of Georgia.  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/10 6pm 3 minutes School is well under way, and many schools are already focused on 
graduation. Twiggs County Principal Jamie Paulk recently took over 
at Twiggs county High School. Twiggs saw one of the lowest 
graduation rates in their district. With the assistance of a $2.6 
million school improvement grant spread over three years, the high 
school now has new teachers, a graduation coach, and a literacy 
coach, as well as extended class time to give the students more 
one-on-one time. Paulk says he hopes the grant will make a huge 
difference in his district. "If we educate them, they will graduate. 
We have a relationship with them, and if we have rigor with that 
relationship, we'll make it relevant, and then each student will learn 
and graduate, and my goal is to see these students achieve," Paulk 
said. 
Paulk became principal in July of this year. The school currently has 
255 students. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/12 6pm 2 minutes Chinese delegates came to visit one Bibb County school Thursday as 
a possible new home for some of their students. 
Music greeted Shanghai delegates as they visited Central High 
School. Luning Wang, vice chairman of the China Welfare Institute, 
is considering sending Chinese students to school here. So that they 
can be international. "And they are well-prepared to tolerate and to 
enhance the diversity of the world culture," said Wang. 
"They're expected to pay the full tuition, approximately that's 
somewhere around $8,000,".  Students would likely attend school 
from freshman until their senior year and live with a host family. 
"We only had people for one or two weeks, but for four years, 
that's a really big commitment.  I think that would strengthen the 
cultural exchange, and from what I've seen, everybody gets excited 
when we have people from different countries coming," said 
student Kelton Ellis.  Wang said Central is one of the best schools 
she's ever seen in the U.S., and that it's an example of equality in 
education. "As long as we have equal educational opportunities, as 
long as we have well-dedicated faculty, I think we are sure about 
the success of the education and we're sure about the success of 
the next generation of our own nations," said Wang. Delegates also 
visited Stratford Wednesday on Friday plan to visit First 
Presbyterian Day School. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/12 6&11 3 minutes Twin sisters Donna Warren and Sonya Dunn know what it's like to 
get a new start.  They say their journey began in 2009 when both of 
them lost their jobs."I was going to need a GED or high school 
diploma to get a better job," said Warren. 
"I decided to come to Jones County to receive my GED," said Dunn. 
Both are now students at the Jones County Adult Education Center, 
which is an extension of Central Georgia Technical College. 
Like the students who are enrolled there, the school is getting a 
new start at a new location. The new setup includes classrooms, a 
lab, a kitchenette, and a separate break area.  
Assistant Vice President of the program, Sallie Devero 
says the new spot is equipped to handle the 50-plus students who 
are currently taking courses.  She says there are two instructors, a 
teaching assistant, and a few volunteers on hand each class day. " 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/20 5 and 6pm 3 minutes The Bibb County School board has voted in favor of bringing two 
new charter schools to Bibb county. 
The Macon Charter Academy is slated to open next fall. It will serve 
grades K through 5 and expand itself to the eighth grade by the 
2017-2018 school year. Consultant to the Macon Charter 
Academy, Monya Rutland, said the school will offer the 
international baccalaureate program to its students. "Starting in 
kindergarten going through eighth grade, and then it will feed into 
Central High School's IB program. So it will in turn give parents the 
opportunity to enroll," she said. The Academy for Classical 
Education plans to open next fall as well. The school will 
offer kindergarten through eighth grade, adding a grade each year 
until it reaches 12th. Co-founder Laura Perkins said the curriculum 
is going to be historically and developmentally based. "For example 
in the early grades, children are very good at memorizing and so we 
take advantage of that by helping them learn math facts, a lot of 
spelling, cursive writing, things that they can memorize and recite," 
said Perkins."We are very hopeful that they will be successful. And 
what we want the entire community to know is that those schools 
will be available for all of the children of the community," said 
Wanda West, school board president. Board member Ella Carter 
voted against the charter schools, she said it will take too much 
funding away from regular schools and that the IB program will 
segregate students. Tom Hudson voted against Academy for 
Classical Education. Mayor Reichert also spoke to the board asking 
that they consider the charters.  

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/25 6pm and 
11pm 

3 minutes Bibb County Schools is considering a move of its headquarters. 
Board members are conducting a feasibility study considering 
leasing out that site and moving offices to the Hutchings Career 
Center where a little more than 300 vocational and technical 
students attend school. Hutchings is next to the school system's 
Welcome Center. "And moving the Hutchings Career Center over to 
the Promise Center would be a direct connection to the Central 
Georgia Technical Colleges. And so we can actually form a closer 
partnership with them, and it would be more convenient for all of 
our students," said Lester Miller, school board member. 
The Promise Center is where Ballard Hudson used to stand, off 
Anthony Road. The board leased part of it out for $5.7 million 
through 2023. 
"We haven't really developed a use for the portion that the board is 
supposed to be using, so I think there's going to be some 
discussions with the owners of that property to see if we can get 
enough space there to house the Hutchings Center as well as the 
possibility of using a little additional space there in a co-op with the 
Central Georgia Technical College," said Miller. 
School board president Wanda West said this is a perfect time to 
stop and look at what's next because of the upcoming five- year 
facilities plan. 
"Any thoughts of moving anything, you have to look at student 
projections, possibility of programs, overall designs, incorporation 
with looking at what facilities must close, what facilities do we need 
to build," she said. 
The downtown Macon building has an assessed value of around $16 
million. The board bought it for $4.9 million in 1993. Interim 
Superintendent Steve Smith said he hopes the board will decide by 
December on whether to move office space. 
 



 

 

Public Service Announcement  July, August, 
September 

Various 6 -:30spots PSA AD Council: “Book People Unite” Encourages people to read to 
children and for children to always expand their knowledge though 
many familiar book characters.  

Public Service Announcement  July, August, 
September 

Various 27-:30 spots PSA Foundation For A Better Life: Shows the importance of sharing 
the love of reading and encouraging children to read.  

Public Service Announcement  July, August, 
September 

Various 27- 30spots PSA WMAZ “Museum Music”- Sounds and Songs of Life, is an 
interactive exhibit at the Museum of Arts and Sciences that teaches 
children about the Sounds of life. Even includes a place where 

children can lay down demo tracks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ISSUE-RESPONSIVE   PROGRAMMING 
 
 

I Local  Issue: Crime and Public Safety  

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/1 5pm and 6pm 2 minutes Parents can now look up Georgia Day Care ratings on line. About 1,233 of 
Georgia's 6,000 licensed child care centers are participating. However, only 
about 200 will officially be rated with one, two or three stars when 
the system goes public July 1. The other 1,000-plus will be working to 
demonstrate that they go above and beyond minimum health and safety 
requirements for licensed centers and are star-worthy, a time-consuming 
process that's likely to take some of them to year's end. Bobby Cagle, 
commissioner of the Georgia Department of Early Care and learning more 
center owners and family day care providers are expected to join the new 
system once the ratings go on display. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/2 5,6 &11 3 minutes Two Taylor County High School teachers are accused of having sexual 
relations with students, says Robert Devane, an investigator in the GBI's 
Midland office.  The report examined the incident report and the GBI 
investigator explained the charges and allegations involved in the case. 

 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/5, 7/11, 7/12, 
8/7, 8/8 

5, 6 & 11 10 minutes Macon police say a fatal shooting early Friday started with fight inside a 
Macon nightclub that spread outside. A 17-year was killed and three men 
were wounded in a shooting in the 400 block of Walnut Street in Macon 
early this morning.   It happened around 3:30 a.m in the parking garage 
near the Zodiac night club at the Riverview Ballroom.  Acting Police Chief 
Henderson Carswell said the shooting stemmed from a fight inside the 
Zodiac Lounge, which was broken up by club security. Then the disturbance 
moved outside, where there was more gunfire. That's where 17-year-old 
Jamonni Bland was fatally wounded inside a nearby parking deck.  Chief 
Carswell says Bland may have been an innocent bystander. Coroner Leon 
Jones said Bland died on the scene. Carswell said police have not yet 
verified whether Bland was ever inside the club. He said they're also 
investigating a possible motive and whether the fights and shootings were 
gang-related.  The Zodiac Lounge released a statement calling the shooting 
"an isolated incident." Manager Kelron Howard said he believes that 
Jamonni Bland was putting up posters outside the club and was never 
inside. The club's complete statement: "We would like to offer our deepest 
condolences and utmost sympathy to all the victims and families of this 
senseless incident. We are a 21 and over properly licensed events center 
and lounge. This was an isolated incident. We are doing everything possible 
to assist the authorities with their investigation. Once again our hearts go 
out to the victims and their families." 
 
In a follow report, Eyewitness News reported that Macon police have 
arrested one suspect in the fatal Zodiac Lounge shooting. Last Friday, 17-
year-old Jammoni Bland was shot dead outside the Zodiac Lounge around 
3:30 in the morning. The man suspected of killing Bland, Andre Bonner, is in 
custody. He was also shot outside the nightclub and hospitalized after the 
shooting. Investigators continue to seek remaining five suspects.  

On 7/12 Eyewitness News reported that a magistrate judge denied bond for 
four people involved in a shooting that left 17-year-old Jammoni 
Bland dead. Police say the four participated in a group beating of Deion 
Davis, that was captured on surveillance video. 13WMAZ tried to gain 
access to the video, but were denied because police say it's an open 
investigation. 

Reports updated the community on court proceedings on 8/7 and 8/8. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/28 6 & 11 3 minutes Three men have been arrested in connection with a string of vehicle break-
ins in the north Bibb County area. Bibb Sheriff's investigators arrested three 
people after seven different cars were broken into Monday night into 
Tuesday morning. Lt. Sean Defoe says the thefts took place in several North 
Bibb neighborhoods, including Rivoli Downs, Craddock Way, and Bradford 
Drive.    

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/5 5, 6 & 11 3 minutes Macon police are investigating a homicide in the Village Green subdivision. 
According to Macon-Bibb Coroner Leon Jones, 35-year-old Steven 
Demond Johnson was shot in the chest multiple times at 5761 Fredricka 
Place.  The family had been gathered at the home for a "sitting in" to 
mourn the loss of 73-year old Albert Moore, Sr., who had died of lung 
cancer.  Eyewitness News reported developments in the investigation and 
talked with neighbors in the community. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/27 6pm & 11pm 2 minutes Macon police say they've charged a man with 588 counts of fraud and 
identity theft. Police say the suspect was a middle man for an international 
loan scam.  Police say the suspect took people's information and used it to 
open debit and credit cards. They say he withdrew around $190,000 from 
ATMs in the Macon area. Macon police say they're still investigating 
alongside the U.S. Secret Service and the Bibb County Sheriff's Office, and 
may make more arrests. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/10 5,6&11 3 minutes A former Warner Robins businessman will serve at least 8 years in prison 
after he admitted to child molestation. 
Friends and family gathered inside the courthouse waiting to hear Shelly 
Simmons, Sr.'s fate. Simmons was charged with eight counts of child 
molestation, involving four separate young victims. 
He pleaded guilty to four counts a week ago, preventing the victims from 
having to testify against him in court. 
 

Public Service Announcement  July, August, 
September 

Various 9-:30 Spots PSA Georgia Governors’ Office of Highway Safety “Buddies” “Co-
Workers”- Making the public aware that drinking and driving is never a 
good idea. The Georgia Office of Highway Safety is cracking down and 
drinking and driving. “Buddies” is a group of friends that one of the friends 
has chooses to drink and drive.  “Co-Workers” is where a group of co-
workers are out having a good time and one of them chooses to drink and 
drive. 

Public Service Announcement  July, August, 
September 

Various 2-:30 spots PSA Georgia Governors’ Office of Highway Safety “No Worries”- Underage 
drivers getting into a car after being under the influence of alcohol, the one 
youth expresses concern with the other is telling her “Just don’t do things 
to get caught” they end up running lights and wrecking the car. The State of 
Georgia is cracking down on underage drinking and driving.   



 

 

 

ISSUE-RESPONSIVE   PROGRAMMING 
 
 

I Local  Issue: Government   

 
Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Close Up 7/6 Noon 30 minutes Lynn Hargrove and Jackie Mayes appeared on the program. 
The women represented The League of Women Voters. They 
discussed the mission of the League today in helping to insure 
that the polls are open and available for all who are eligible to 
vote. They discussed the need to stay focused on equal rights. 
They shared information about the League locally and 
nationally. They discussed the national organization’s views 
on social issues. 
The League has 45 members in Bibb County. They emphasized 
that may take position on issues, but they neither support or 
oppose candidates. Their main goal is to educate the public 
about candidates and that is why the League holds forums in 
the community. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Close Up 7/13 noon 30 minutes Former Bibb Democratic Party Chairman Darryl Morton and 
State Senator David Lucas appeared on the program. The local 
organization has had four Chair Persons over the past 18 
months. Lucas said philosophically there have been some 
disagreements that led to the turnover of the Chair position. 
He said there are opinionated folks in the Democratic Party as 
well as the Republican Party. He said Republicans just do not 
get the play because they control the media and it does not 
get out when they disagree. Mr. Morton said that Democrats 
support a diversity of ideas and points of view. He said he 
thinks people can make the mistake that the Executive 
Committee of the Bibb County Democratic Party is the 
Democratic Party in Bibb County. He said he does not think 
that the organization speaks for all Democrats and the 
problem from the outside looking in now is that it appears 
that if you do not do what the majority of this organization 
wants you to do, some kind of punitive action is going to be 
taken against you. He cited the recent change with Steve 
Allen as an example. Senator Lucas said Allen was not 
removed. He was just not reappointed. They debated their 
viewpoints on the matter. They also debated the 
circumstances under why Mr. Morton’s service as Chair 
ended. They discussed consolidation. Lucas said that 
consolidation has split the community more than anything 
else now. He explained his viewpoint on why consolidation 
has split the community and what happened to bring about 
non-partisan elections any why were held earlier than 
November.  
 

13WMAZ Close Up 7/27 Noon 30 minutes Bill Knowles was interviewed on the program. He was 
introduced as a noted Republican Strategist. 
He opened by answering a question about the perception of 
division in the Bibb County Democratic Party. He said 
Republicans cannot help but notice. He said it is very comical 
that the same group of people that have a stranglehold on 
the Democratic Party in Macon are the ones holding the 
county back as well. He noted that they have gone through 
several leaders in the past two years. Mr. Knowles discussed 
the upcoming Senate race to fill the seat opening up since 
Senator Chambliss will not seek re-election. He discussed why 
he believed the Republican nominee would win the Election. 
He discussed his opinions about the candidates running for 
the Senate seat. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/9 5, 6 & 11 3 minutes Several Stories followed the developments following Macon 
Councilman Henry Gibson filing a complaint with the Bibb County 
Board of Elections challenging Al Tillman's candidacy in the District 9 
Commissioner's race for the new Macon-Bibb consolidated 
government. The complaint alleges that Tillman is actually a resident 
of District 8, which he says violates the rules for a candidate's 
residence. The letter says Tillman declared a homestead exemption for 
a house on Robin Hood Road where his family lives.  Tillman says in 
June, he got an apartment just across the street on Bloomfield Road. 
 Although it's only a block away, it crosses into the 9th District. Tillman 
says he moved there before the Justice Department finalized the new 
lines, and said he was moving there anyway. Gibson says Tillman only 
moved there in order to run against City Councilman James Timley. 
Gibson, who also lives in the 9th District, stayed out of the race to 
endorse Timley. Tillman says the Justice Department's ruling allowed 
candidates to establish residence a day before qualifying. The 
complaint has been handed over to Bibb County Attorney Virgil 
Adams, who will decide whether the complaint has any merit.Tillman 
and Timley are the only two candidates in District 9.  The election will 
take place on September 17th. 

  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/15 6 & 11 pm 3 minutes  Several stories brought the community updated on the mayoral 
forums held for the consolidated government of new Macon-Bibb 
government.  
On August 15, a forum was held at the Douglass Theatre, and hosted 
by the Macon-Bibb Chamber of Commerce. 
The candidates each got 45 seconds to answer each question, and they 
covered a variety of topics, such as crime and economic growth. 
Chamber members submitted the questions. 
The forum opened up with the question "What are the biggest 
challenges this community faces, and as mayor, how would you 
resolve them?" 
The candidates' responses: 
Joe Allen: "The biggest challenge in our community is jobs and 
getting our young people to work. A lot of times our young people are 
getting tied up with gangs, getting tied up with people they should not 
be tied up with. And if we start with our youth, trying to find jobs for 
them, try to revitalize downtown." 
Charlie Bishop: "Jobs and economic development is really 
necessary to grow the tax base and to keep taxes low. We had a team 
with Pat Topping and we brought in over 4,000 jobs and close to $618 
million in economic development." 
David Cousino: "Education and jobs are the most priority things on 
our list here in Bibb County right now. Education, I would participate in 
the board and be on there or have a representative of the council to 
be on the board or be at the board meetings themselves. Also have the 
schools have after-school programs and to have the churches to 
participate." 
C. Jack Ellis: "We have entirely too much poverty in our town. 
According to the 2010 census, 40% of our children under the age of 18 
are living in poverty. Of course, poverty is tied to jobs, and education is 
tied to jobs and is also tied to poverty. So the three of them, you 
cannot separate them." 
Sam Hart: "Jobs, education, crime are the things that are very 
important in our area and very much challenges to us. What we have 
to do is partner with those people responsible for education. We also 
have to make sure on crime that we're working on both ends, 
prevention, being proactive." 
Robert Reichert: "Poverty and crime, the best answer to a lot of 
that is the availability of a high quality, high paying job. So we have to 
be competitive. How are we going to be competitive with other 
communities? Number one, you have to be politically stable, and you 
have to be financially stable." 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/15 6 & 11 pm 4 minutes Interview with Bibb County Sheriff David Davis about the new 
consolidated government. For Davis, that means merging the 
Macon Police Department and the Bibb County Sheriff's 
Office into one law enforcement agency that will cover all of 
Macon-Bibb. So far, he's already redesigned the squad cars 
and uniforms, but now he's finishing up the work of assigning 
roles for all MPD and BSO officers. The Sheriff's Office sent 
out letters to officers giving them assignments. Some people 
have been transferred to other jobs within the agency.  For 
roles like investigator, Davis had to call crime victims and the 
District Attorney to find out which investigators were best-
suited for the job. "Some instances, we've had investigators 
that have been investigators for quite a while and the District 
Attorney looks at us and says 'we don't even know who that 
person is,''' Davis says. He said key qualifications included a 
good track record of bringing cases that can be prosecuted, 
and working with victims and their families. Macon Police 
officers outnumber Sheriff's deputies 2 to 1, and leaders from 
both departments will take on major roles in the new 
department.Pay may also be an issue. Although MPD and 
BSO officers have roughly the same starting salary at around 
$30,000, the BSO has a pay scale based on years of 
experience, while MPD does not. 
In one case, a Macon Police private with 25 years of 
experience is still making just over $30,000.  Under the 
Sheriff's office, he would have made around $57,000. 
There's an average disparity of around $5,000 per person. 
 Davis says there's not guarantee to make that equal, but he 
wants the new government to consider it.  The cost to fix the 
gap for every officer would be $1.4 million. 
He says he can't guarantee that county government will 
award raises to make up that gap -- but he says nobody's pay 
will be cut. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/19 6pm 2 minutes U.S. Senator Saxby Chambliss is not seeking re-election in the 
upcoming Senate race, but he said Monday at a luncheon at 
the Macon Chamber of Commerce that he still has much work 
to do. The outgoing senator said, "Whether I'm in the Senate 
or out of the Senate, I will always be a strong supporter of 
Robins Air Force Base." Chambliss was elected to the Senate 
in 2002.  When asked about Robins Air Force Base, he said, 
"It's such a great asset to the country, not just to Middle 
Georgia. And we've been very fortunate in Georgia that we've 
only had a couple bases closed over, the now, three rounds of 
BRAC that we've gone through." 
He added that there may be another round moving forward if 
sequestration stays in place, but he noted that Robins is in 
good shape going into the next round of BRAC if it happens. 
Republicans running for Chambliss' vacant seat are Phil 
Gingrey from Marietta, Paul Broun of Athens, Jack Kingston of 
Savannah, former Georgia Secretary of State Karen Handel 
and Macon businessman David Perdue. Democrats include 
Michelle Nunn, daughter of former senator Sam Nunn, and 
Atlanta doctor Branko Radulovacki. 

 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/20 11pm 2 minutes Macon City Council approved four items on their agenda 
tonight. Council set the tax millage rate to 9.7 for the 2013 
calendar year.  That's the same as last year.  Councilman 
Henry Ficklin says he felt it was important for the rate to stay 
the same with so many changes to the government.  "It's 
good that we keep it the same now because the new 
government may have to increase the millage rate in order to 
raise the necessary funds to do what the government has to 
do," said Ficklin. Council also approved an amendment to the 
City's Urban Redevelopment Plan. It will add specific plans to 
improve areas of East Macon which includes a revitalization 
of the Old Bibb Mill...as well as a revitalization project of the 
Clinton Street area near Coliseum Hospital.  "In this case, the 
legacy builders foundation had come together and did quite a 
bit of planning in the East Macon community, specifically the 
Walnut Creek Village area and had come to the city and asked 
to put some of the plans that they developed with community 
into the Urban Redevelopment plan," said Lauren Benedict, 
councilwoman.  City Council also approved a resolution for 
Mayor Reichert to accept the donation of two Fort Hill Street 
properties. They also passed a resolution to authorize the 
mayor to execute an agreement between the city and Green 
Side Inc, or highway right of way mowing services.  

 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/26, 8/29, 
9/6 

Noon, 5pm, 
6pm and 
11pm 

 6 minutes Report on the first day of qualifying in the upcoming Warner 
Robins elections. The morning started out with the former 
chaplain for the Warner Robins Fire Department, Randy Toms 
joining the mayor's race. "I think it's time for someone to 
come into the mayor's office that can bring people together 
and bring harmony and unity back to city government and 
back to our city as a whole," says Toms.  
Then it was retired director of public works Joe Musselwhite's 
turn to throw his hat in the race for mayor. "I'm not running 
for office to continue arguing and fussing and fighting we're 
going to become the city of ethics that Warner Robins has 
been trying to become for several years." says Musselwhite. 
And current councilman for the post five seat stopped by the 
city clerk's office on his lunch break to sign up to run for 
mayor too.  "I have the experience. I have more education. I 
more relationships that are already established. You don't 
have to rebuild the relationships. I have the respect from the 
municipalities that surround Warner Robins," explains Daron 
Lee. Some even signed up to join the race for a seat on city 
council. Paul Shealy plans to run for his current seat for post 
three. Richard Weldon is running for Lee's seat, post five, and 
Charlie Scott Jr. plans to run for post one. It's the same 
position current Mayor Chuck Shaheen plans to run for, an 
announcement that Scott says he didn't see coming. "This is a 
free country, and people can run for whatever they want to. 
But I was a little surprised that he asked me over a year ago to 
run for that office and just before he came on TV, a day 
before, he said he was going to run," says Scott.  
Candidates still have until Wednesday to qualify. Warner 
Robins isn't the only place where candidates are lining up to 
run. Qualifying is underway this week for November elections 
in dozens of Central Georgia cities. Other cities with mayor's 
races this fall include Milledgeville, Dublin, Perry, Fort Valley, 
Centerville, Forsyth, Roberta and Gray. 
 
 
On 8/29 Eyewitness News reported Warner Robins 
councilman Mike Daley would be seeking re-election for city 
council Post 1. He'll be challenged by current Mayor Chuck 
Shaheen, who decided to go after a seat on council instead of 
running for reelection.  Also in the race is Charlie Scott, a 
former city firefighter. Daley explained Wednesday why, even 
with a mayor in the race, he thinks his experience stands out. 
"I came into this job with quite a bit of experience.  A lot of 
leadership experience, a lot of management experience. I've 
managed at a high level. Multiple companies with, you know, 
multi-million dollars worth of budgets in capital assets and 
those kinds of things. But the other thing that I've learned is, 
since I've been here for the last four years, I have learned a 
lot more about city government, finance, and operations." 
Daley, Scott, and Shaheen face each other in the vote on 
November 4.  
 
On 9/6 Eyewitness News reported that six candidates had 
qualified for the Warner Robins Mayoral race. The story 
profiled Eva Folse. She explained why she's running.  She is 
currently battling the city, over 31 citations issued to her in 
May. Animal control officers say they found 11 cats in a 
vacant Lynn Avenue rental house that Folse owns. City law 
prohibits owning more than three. Folse said, "It was just 
total meanness is what it was."  
That's all Folse will say about the case, until her September 
24th court date.  She thinks voters will appreciate her 
education, fiscal responsibility and maturity.  
Folse ran for the Houston County School Board in 1982  
Current mayor, Chuck Shaheen, chose not to seek a second 
term. Instead, he is running for the Post 1 council seat. Mike 

Brashear, Chuck Chalk, Daron Lee, Joe Musselwhite and Randy Toms are 
also running for Warner Robins mayor in the November 5th election. 

 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/26, 8/29 5,6 & 11pm 5 minutes Reports informed the community that early voting was 
underway in the first election for the new consolidated 
Macon and Bibb County government. 
Starting at 8:30 a.m., people could vote at the county board 
of election office at 2445 Pio Nono Ave. Voting each day ends 
at 5:30 p.m. 
On the ballot are six candidates to become the first mayor of 
Macon-Bibb and nine county commission races. People can 
vote only on the race for the district where they live. 
Early voting ends Friday, Sept. 13. 
There will also be one day of Saturday voting on Sept. 7. 
Election Day is Sept. 17 
 
On 8/29 Eyewitness News reported about voter confusion in 
some districts in Bibb County. 
 
Jeanetta Watson, county election supervisor, said 788 people 
who live in District 3 got voter cards in the mail saying they 
live in District 2. Election officials believe 17 of them have 
voted in the wrong district in this month's early voting for the 
new consolidated county commission, she says. She said it's 
not possible to separate out those ballots and let those 
people vote again. 
 
The matter came to light after two candidates, Larry 
Schlesinger and Paul Bronson, notified the board of elections. 
Elections board member Ronnie Miley says they've turned the 
matter over to the county attorney, Virgil Adams, for advice 
on how to straighten out the matter. 
"We don't know exactly what we're dealing with, but we're 
trying to be open," he said. Macon City Council member 
Nancy White says she tipped officials off to the problem after 
her parents, who live in District 3, got an automated call from 
a District 2 candidate, Henry Ficklin. 
They learned that election officials placed them in the wrong 
district. They eventually voted in the right race, District 3. But 
White says she's unhappy that her aunt and uncle, who live 
on the same east Bibb County street as her parents, were 
allowed to vote in the wrong race. That happened even after 
election officials were notified of the foul-up, she said. 
Bronson released this statement Thursday afternoon: 
"In regards to the current situation with roads and addresses 
being listed in the wrong district, I am overly concerned with 
the process to which the voters will be notified and given the 
opportunity to vote again. I am still confident in our state and 
local boards of elections to see to this issue being handled in 
the proper manner. Though it may seem like a small problem, 
we all know that small things add up. In my mind, this can be 
an easy fix; however, some things are easier said than done. "I 
hope that the board would notify those voters who fell into 
this mishap, and provide the proper instruction to allow them 
to exercise their right to vote. Mistakes like this should not be 
allowed at this stage of an election, and I would call for a 
review for ALL district lines to be identified clearly and 
accurately. We can NOT start this new government out in 
2014 with the same old mistakes. Something has got to 
change if we plan to move this city forward!" 
 
 

http://www.co.bibb.ga.us/BOE/images/SampleBallot.pdf
http://www.co.bibb.ga.us/BOE/images/SampleBallot.pdf


 

 

13WMAZ Close Up 9/7 Noon 30 minutes The two candidates for District 1 in the Macon-Bibb 
consolidated commission elections discussed their 
qualifications and their viewpoints on issues facing the 
community. The two candidates appearing on the program 
were Gary Bechtel and Howard Young. District 1 runs from 
the south and east along Arkwright Road to the Monroe 
County line. 
Bechtel opened by saying he has the experience, the 
connections, the ability that comes from service on the school 
board in managing budgets and dealing with large staffs. He 
added that he has had added experience from his term with 
the County Commission. Mr. Young said that he was a new 
face to government. He noted that he had managed several 
companies and budgets from large companies, million dollar 
budgets, and personally had to manage. He added that he has 
marketing skills and can work well with anyone. He said he 
could bring some fresh ideas to the consolidated government. 
They each talked about what was important to accomplish in 
the first 100 days of the newly formed consolidated 
government. Each said they would not support a tax increase. 
They talked about plans for how the newly formed 
government would work in the early stages, the importance 
of achieving a balanced budget and the economic 
opportunities for the area. 
The two candidates for District 3 in the Macon-Bibb 
consolidated commission elections discussed their 
qualifications and their viewpoints on issues facing the 
community. Elaine Lucas and Terry Tripp appeared on the 
program. 
 
Each candidate was asked to provide three reasons for why 
they should be elected. Lucas said that she brings the 
experience needed. She said there are going to be a lot of 
challenges and it is going to take experience to meet those 
challenges of a new government. She said taxpayers have 
been promised a lot of things and she wants to make sure 
that government makes good on those promises. She said the 
second item is commitment. She said she is committed to the 
employees of the city, committed to what’s right in 
government, and using resources fairly over the entire city. 
The third item is her background and training as an educator, 
a small business owner and one who has worked hard in the 
community and see’s the potential in the community. Tripp 
stated that she wanted to give the people of the district a 
voice, an opportunity to speak freely and not feel intimidated. 
She said jobs were the biggest priority for her, bringing jobs to 
the district and hopefully getting jobs for younger kids. She 
said she loves the city and all she wants to do is serve the 
people in it. She said she has served on the school board for 
six years. She said one of the biggest differences between the 
candidates is that she if for consolidation. Both candidates 
listed their accomplishments during their years of service. 
 



 

 

WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/10 5,6 & 11pm 3 minutes In a follow up report, Eyewitness News reported that Bibb 
County election officials are checking addresses against 
county district maps to make sure people are voting in the 
right races for the new county commission, but they waited 
several days to begin checking after the Secretary of State's 
office recommended it. 
Through Georgia Open Records requests, 13WMAZ found 
that: 
--On Aug. 28, Bibb election officials notified the Secretary of 
State's office that some voters were listed in the wrong 
districts and had already voted. The Bibb officials asked for 
help solving the problem. 
--That night, state election administration manager Erica 
Hamilton instructed Bibb officials to check addresses against 
the county district maps before handing voters ballots. 
But Bibb's Chief Registrar Veronica Seals told 13WMAZ 
Monday that the board started checking the maps just last 
Friday, Sept. 6, more than a week later. 
Hundreds more people voted in the meantime at the Board of 
Elections. Last Thursday, Sept. 5, 13WMAZ reporters at the 
elections board did not see officials checking addresses 
against the district map. They were checking voter 
identification as usual. After confirming that at least 30 
people voted in the wrong districts and hundreds more were 
listed incorrectly, elections supervisor Jeanetta Watson said 
County Attorney Virgil Adams would decide how to correct 
the problem. Adams told 13WMAZ Friday the elections are 
being handled properly and should proceed. 
Watson did not make herself available for interviews Monday. 
When 13WMAZ visited the election board office on Monday, 
the new address-checking procedure was apparently slowing 
early voting. We visited the election board office again 
Tuesday morning. Workers were continuing to use the 
verification procedure. We again asked Jeanetta Watson for 
an interview. She said she was busy but might be available 
Thursday or Friday. Doug Haygood stood in line about 40 
minutes on Monday before getting his card. 
"They said they wanted to check my street address was in the 
district that I was voting in and it was," Haygood said. 
Also Monday, Ty Ivey stood also stood in line about 40 
minutes before getting his ballot. Some of that time was 
spent checking his district. "The gentleman went back and 
checked it on the map to make sure the voting district was 
right," Ivey said. Nikia Trice also spent about 40 minutes in 
line on Monday. She says election officials also checked her 
address on the map. "I provided my drivers license and then 
she looked up some records, I guess to see what district I was 
in to make sure I was in the right area, and then I was given 
my card, and I was able to vote," Trice said. Meanwhile 
Monday, the board of elections' phone system was down for 
the second time in just over a week, making it harder for 
voters to get help. Calls to the board's office either went to 
voice mails or transferred to the main county switchboard. 
Callers were told the phone system was down and would be 
back up in a few minutes. 
But the telephone problem persisted throughout the day. 
Officials declined comment on the phone situation when a 
visitor asked about it mid-afternoon. 
Later, the registrar, Veronica Seals, answered a call to the 
office. She acknowledged the earlier problems with the 
phones but noted they have been corrected. 
Early voting continues through Friday. The election will be 
held Sept. 17. 
At stake is the mayor's office and nine commission seats in 
the new Macon-Bibb consolidated government. 
 



 

 

WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/11 5pm and 
6pm 

3 minutes One week before the first election for a consolidated 
government, people in Macon and Bibb County are still 
sorting out which district they're in and whom they can vote 
for in the county commission races. 
It's happening at the Macon-Bibb County Board of Elections 
where address checks are causing long lines and long delays. 
It's also happening at hundreds of homes where some people 
are puzzled over instructions from voting officials. 
Along with others on DeSoto Place, John Marshall received a 
letter last week from the elections board. Signed by Chief 
Registrar Veronica Seals, it said officials recently sent him a 
voter card with the wrong Macon-Bibb Commission district. 
According to that letter, Marshall's correct district is nine. But 
on the Georgia Secretary of State's website, voters can look 
up sample ballots and check what races they should find on 
their ballots. 
The website says Marshall's street, located off Vineville 
Avenue, is in District 5. 
"At the rate they're going and the problems they're finding, 
they're going to have to just stop and start over," Marshall 
said Tuesday. 
The elections board sent those letters on Sept. 3. That's five 
days after Elections Supervisor Jeanetta Watson emailed 
Secretary of State officials that they'd put hundreds of people 
in the wrong voting districts. 
Watson said her office needed help to fix the problem. 
Later that day, state Elections Administration Manager Erica 
Hamilton responded to Watson, saying there wasn't a quick 
fix for the problem. 
Until then, Hamilton wrote, Bibb officials should check every 
voter's address against a map to make sure people were 
voting in the right district. 
Seals said that procedure didn't begin until Sept. 6, more than 
a week after Hamilton advised the board to do so. 
Watson has publicly acknowledged that at least 788 
registered voters were listed in the wrong districts and that at 
least 30 people had already voted in the wrong district before 
the mistakes were discovered. Watson has said it would not 
be possible for voters to re-vote in the correct districts. 
Meanwhile, in response to 13WMAZ's Georgia Open Records 
request, election officials provided a sheet listing 31 streets in 
different sections of the county, including DeSoto Place. 
It appears to be a list of streets that were placed in wrong 
voting disticts. Asked about the list, County Attorney Virgil 
Adams responded that he couldn't explain the list. 
The Secretary of State's election officials declined comment 
on the list. But spokesman Jared Thomas confirmed that the 
state office has a copy of the street list and that it's a part of 
state's investigation into the Bibb voting confusion. 
Back on DeSoto Place, John Marshall isn't sure what's 
happening. But he said he's afraid Bibb County is headed for 
trouble. "If you keep going ahead, someone's going to protest 
that they didn't get votes they were supposed to get or 
somebody voted against them but wasn't supposed to vote 
against them," Marshall said. Despite the confusion, county 
attorney Adams and Secretary of State officials have said the 
voting must continue. Meanwhile on Wilson Road in west 
Bibb County, W.F. Livingston added his name to the growing 
list of people who voted in the wrong district. Livingston said 
he voted early and a few days later he received a letter from 
election officials informing him that he'd voted in the wrong 
district. He called the elections board, Livingston said, and 
was told he wouldn't have to vote again. The election is Sept. 
17. At stake is the mayor's office and nine commission seats. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Campaign 2013: 
Macon-Bibb Mayoral Close Up 

9/14 1pm 90 minutes The 90-minute program featured 12 minute interviews with 
each of the seven candidates vying to become the first mayor 
in the newly formed Macon-Bibb consolidated government. 
Each candidate was asked the same questions to give the 
viewers an opportunity to assess the candidate’s  
qualifications and views on issues facing the community. 

WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/14 11 pm 2 minutes With three campaign days before Tuesday's election, 
candidates spent Saturday pushing their hopes of becoming 
the first mayor of the new consolidated Macon-Bibb 
government. Joe Allen, a retired firefighter, interrupted his 
campaign to participate in a fundraiser for injured firefighter 
Eric John., "I could be politicking today but this is more 
important being with one of my firefighter brothers," Allen 
said. Throughout the campaign, Allen said he's the most 
qualified candidate for mayor. He also said he think he knows 
what people want this election year. "I believe voters are 
most concerned about issues of job that I have heard," Allen 
said. Charlie Bishop, a former county commission chairman, 
also attended the fundraiser, one of several events he plans 
to attend."I got up early this morning, started again," Bishop 
said. "You know I am a work horse and not necessarily a show 
horse." Bishop also said he's the most qualified mayoral 
candidate, because "I have the education and experience 
necessary to carry out the duties of the mayor." Bishop also 
thinks he knows what voters want. "They are concerned 
about crime and concerned about jobs and they want the city 
cleaned up," Bishop said. Political activist David Cousino spent 
Saturday helping clean up a west Macon neighborhood. 
"I am out here helping, doing the clean up projects in 
Bloomfield," Cousino said. "We are doing a clean-up at Village 
Green." Like Allen and Bishop, Cousino believes he's best 
qualified because he's never held public office. "I am the 
outsider looking in and I am able to work with everybody in 
the community whether you are rich or whether you are 
poor," Cousino said. "Voters are concerned about the crime 
and the education," Cousino said. "If you don't get the 
education, you end up with crime so we really need to work 
on a one to one basis." Former Mayor C. Jack Ellis made 
personal contact with voters across the city. "Everywhere that 
theres a voter this weekend, there we will be," said Ellis who 
also said he believes he knows that on the minds of voters. 
"Jobs, crime and the cleanliness of the city," he said. Bibb 
Commission Chairman, Sam Hart began his campaign day by 
attending a prayer breakfast at Mt. Moriah Baptist Church on 
Millerfield Road. "We are just trying to make sure we get into 
the neighborhoods and make those final face to face 
appearances," Hart said. "This is an important election and I 
think it is important to have a a quarterback who could lead 
this new team in the appropriate direction to make good 
decisions," he said. What's on voter's minds, Hart said. "How 
in the world do we get good jobs and how do we grow our 
neighborhoods?" Mayor Robert Reichert began his day by 
breaking a sweat at a three-point one mile road race, another 
event for the injured firefighter. "later, he said, "we're going 
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Ragans Park out of 
Masseyville Road." "Voters this year are especially concerned 
with the economy and improving the conditions in the city of 
Macon, reducing crime, new job opportunities, and increasing 
the quality of life," he said. The mayoral candidates meet in 
Tuesday's election. Repeated attempts to reach write-in 
candidate Anthony Harris were unsuccessful. 
 



 

 

WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/17 5 and 6pm 3 minutes A report  followed up on the voter confusion in Bibb County. 
A spokesman for the Georgia Secretary of State's office says, 
as far as they can tell, Bibb County's election went smoothly 
on election day. 
By noon of election day, spokesman Jared Thomas said, 
they've gotten just one formal complaint. 
His office has four investigators circulating among Bibb 
County's polling places and so far see no "widespread" voting 
errors. 
But several viewers told 13WMAZ about problems they 
experienced or witnessed at the polls. 
People voting in at least two polling places reported getting 
ballots for the wrong districts. As of noon, Thomas said he 
was unaware of those problems. 
Voters are choosing a Mayor and nine Commissioners in the 
first election for a consolidated Macon-Bibb government. 
Last week, the Bibb County Board of Elections reported that 
they placed more than 1,000 voters on rolls for the wrong 
district. At least 90 people cast ballots on the wrong races 
during early voting, they said. 
Today, some voters reported confusion at the Hepzibah 
Children's Home, off Zebulon Road. Some voters who were 
previously told they were in commission District 4 were given 
District 6 ballots. 
One voter told 13WMAZ that he'd been there 30 to 45 
minutes and hadn't voted yet.  
He said poll workers appeared confused and were making 
calls to election officials trying to figure out the problem. 
He said he believed that some people cast incorrect ballots 
before the errors were discovered. 
Problems also surfaced across town at Ingleside United 
Methodist Church. 
Some people who vote there previously received voting cards 
stating they were in county district 5, then letters saying they 
were actually in 9. 
One woman who lives on DeSoto Place, on the line between 
the two districts, says Tuesday morning she was given the 
ballot listing the District 5 race. When she notified poll 
workers, she said, they fixed the problem by hand and gave 
her the proper ballot, District 9. 
She said a neighbor told her he also got the wrong ballot, but 
cast his vote in the wrong race anyway. 
At other polling places, it looked like a routine election day. 
At  Vineville Academy, there were more poll workers than 
voters -- five -- just after 7 a.m. 
One voter told us he cast his ballot in less than 5 minutes. 
13WMAZ's Kenny Burgamy reported from the polling place at 
Mabel White Memorial Baptist Church early this morning. 
Voting there was going smoothly. At 11 a.m. a voter there 
said there was no waiting line. 
Last week, elections supervisor Jeanetta Watson said she 
believed her staff had the errors under control and that 
Election Day would go smoothly. She did not return our 
phone calls Tuesday morning. 
Check back for updates throughout Election Day. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 
Special Report and newscast 

9/17 10pm – 
11:45 p.m. 

1 hour total On Election Night 13WMAZ aired a 90-minute newscast to 
inform the community of results for the first election held for 
Macon-Bibb’s consolidated government. Live coverage 
provided up to the minute result information, candidate 
reaction and analysis. 13WMAZ’s live coverage provided the 
community quick reaction as the top two mayoral candidates 
discussed plans for the upcoming run-off election. The 
coverage followed developments as the community waited to 
find out if the mayoral election would be decided that night 
or whether the top two candidates would face a run-off.  A 
tight race brought changing developments throughout the 
coverage. 
 

WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/18 5,6&11pm 5 minutes Five of the nine new commissioners in the Macon-Bibb 
consolidated government were elected Tuesday.  
Gary Bechtel won District 1, Elaine Lucas in District 3, Bert 
Bivins in District 5, Scotty Shepherd won District 7, and Al 
Tillman claimed District 9. 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 
interviewed all five the day after elections. Shepherd says, "I 
think we're going to be fine. Elaine and I have spoken during 
the campaign. We've not always been on the same side, but I 
think it's where we can work together." "Some of the people 
haven't been in any form of government at all, and so I think 
we need to get off on a good start, and the best way to do 
that is to work with the new people coming on," says Bivins. 
"We start fresh in January building the new government, 
doing budgets, and trying to make up the hard decisions that 
are going to be necessary to get the city moving forward," 
Bechtel adds. Tillman says, "And I have no reason to doubt 
that we can all put out differences aside and work for the 
betterment of the people.""The new government is going to 
make everyone take stock into work very hard to first learn 
what's in this new charter, learn about the new form of 
government that we have adopted and you'll see a move 
toward suggesting some changes," says Lucas. 
The four remaining commission seats will be decided by 
runoffs. 
 



 

 

WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/19 6 & 11pm 3 minutes A day after elections, city councilwoman Nancy White is still 
unhappy about errors at the Bibb County Board of Elections 
that have created confusion among voters. 
White's parents, who live in District 3, cast their ballots when 
early voting began in August. However, they were given 
ballots for District 2.  White's brother and sister-in-law, who 
have the same voting address as her parents, were also given 
District 2 ballots on Election Day. She says this proves the 
Board of Elections is fixing problems on a case-by-case basis, 
instead of fixing the system. "The Board of Elections has 
systemically not corrected this issue. It's very disturbing, and 
my confidence in our Board of Elections is shaken," White 
says. After posting online about the mix-ups, White says 
another District 3 voter approached her, with the same issue. 
"He said, 'We had the same problem, we told them, they 
would not listen.' They don't want to hear that there are 
problems, apparently," White says. She also tells 13WMAZ 
that after her parents ran into voting glitches during the first 
week of early voting, she spoke personally with Watson. "It 
was not fixed," White says. "The Secretary of State had to get 
involved, and it still hasn't been fixed. Apparently they're 
putting band-aids on here and there."  
13WMAZ called the Board of Elections and went to their 
office. The staff there said Watson was very busy and unable 
to talk. White did not run for a seat in the new consolidated 
government. 
 

WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/24 5,6 &11pm  3 minutes A Macon City Council committee supported a new ordinance 
that would require most pet owners to spay or neuter their 
animals or pay a fee. The goal is to cut down on the number 
of strays in the city. The law would require all animal owners 
in Macon to spay or neuter their pets. Council member Nancy 
White proposed the idea last year, but it failed to pass 
through the public safety committee. She says this year's 
version includes more defined exceptions, such as for 
breeders and for owners of show dogs and hunting dogs. 
Those who do not fit the exceptions but still don't want to 
spay or neuter would be allowed to pay a licensing fee. 
The Macon Kennel Club and other community members told 
the public safety committee that the city should enforce the 
animal laws already in place before passing new ones. 
Macon-Bibb Animal Welfare Director Sarah Tenon also 
addressed the committee. She said the ordinance is a step in 
the right direction, but not the only solution to solving the 
city's stray animal problem. Monday afternoon, the council's 
public safety committee passed the ordinance by a 3 to 2 
vote. It will to go to the full council next week. 
White, Frank Louis Tompkins and Larry Schlesinger voted in 
favor of the ordinance; Henry Gibson and Virgil Watkins were 
opposed. Gibson says the ordinance is too burdensome and is 
a punishment for responsible pet owners who do not want to 
spay or neuter their animals. He also asked the committee to 
hold off on the ordinance and let the new consolidated 
government take up the issue next year. The council was 
expected to discuss a second option Monday, but its sponsor, 
Tom Ellington, took it off the table. That would have required 
all dogs and cats to be spayed or neutered before leaving the 
animal shelter. Ellington says that would include stray animals 
and  pets that were picked up by animal control. He says he 
plans to put in on the next public safety committee agenda. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Close Up 8/10 
 

Noon 30 minutes The three candidates for District 7 in the Macon-Bibb 
consolidated commission elections discussed community 
issues including education. The three offered ideas of how 
they can help improve the Bibb School District. Scotty 
Shephard, a retired Major with the Bibb County Sheriff's 
Department, said most school problems come from one 
segment of the community.  Eric Arnold, a software designer, 
told 13WMAZ that discussing goals with parents could be one 
way to make improvements. Arnold said, "What I would like 
to see more of is, us going out into the communities helping 
educate the parents."  And Barry Bell, a golf course manager, 
believes changes have to happen in the home before a real 
change can happen in the schools. "You can't teach kids that 
have no respect and don't want to learn," Bell said. 
They discussed their qualifications and approach to 
budgeting. They discussed some of the issues that must be 
dealt with from a budget standpoint. They talked about the 
abundance of land in District 7 and the opportunities that 
availability presents. They discussed ideas to improve 
relations between the police department and the community. 
District 7 includes parts of South Bibb County running from 
Rocky Creek Road in the north and Houston Road in the 
southeast. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ISSUE-RESPONSIVE   PROGRAMMING 
 
 

I Local  Issue: Health  

 
Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/23 5,6 &11 4 minutes Hospitals in central and south Georgia announced a new 
alliance, creating the largest system in southeastern United 
States. Twenty-three hospitals have teamed up to form 
Stratus Healthcare, the largest healthcare alliance in Georgia. 
More than 1,500 doctors are members of the 
new organization. 
"The goal of Stratus Healthcare is to enhance the health and 
wellness of residents in their communities by improving the 
regional coordination of medical services for patients, 
employers and payers," Although the hospitals will be a part 
of a larger group, the hospitals will still be independent within 
its own community said Dr. Ninfa Saunders, CEO and 
president of Central Georgia Health System in Macon. 
She said physicians and board members will remain local. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/13 and 9/2 6 & 11PM 5 minutes Montezuma in Macon County is home to the area's only 
emergency room for more than 20 miles at Flint River 
Hospital. But now, the privately-run hospital is considering 
closing the ER for an urgent care center, saying in a letter that 
it "will not only optimize reimbursement but will offer a 
cheaper alternative for the underinsured." 
Macon County EMS Director Joe Weaver says it will actually 
lead to less care because urgent care centers can't handle 
more severe medical situations, and that ambulances would 
have to travel longer distances to either Americus or Perry. 
"Any trauma, any heart attack, they won't be able to do a 
whole lot there for you," Weaver says. He says currently, by 
the time an ambulance takes a call and brings someone to the 
hospital, it's around 20 minutes.  But they say if it were 
closed, it could take an hour and a half or more. Weaver says 
he worries that may also lead to higher costs for Macon 
County to afford the longer ambulance trips. The hospital also 
serves people who live in other small counties like Schley, 
Taylor, and Dooly - which also had an emergency room 
closing in Vienna. Flint River Hospital would not comment 
other than to say a decision has not yet been made.  Because 
it's a privately-owned hospital, local leaders have not been 
able to force the hospital to keep the E.R. "from a 
government aspect, we don't have a direct influence," says 
Macon County Manager Regina McDuffie. 
Georgia State Rep. Patty Bentley (D-District 139) told 
13WMAZ she, along with other officials, plans to speak with 
the hospital to urge them to keep the emergency room open. 
 On 9/2 WMAZ reported Montezuma's Flint River Hospital 
plans to close its emergency room Sunday. The hospital's said 
changes in health care are forcing them to adopt a more 
efficient business model. That includes concentrating on 
specialized services like substance-abuse and mental-health 
treatment. "The volume of business in a rural community is 
insufficient to support a stand alone 50-bed general hospital," 
said CEO Philip H. Eastman III. The hospital also serves people 
who live in other small counties like Schley, Taylor, and Dooly 
- which also had an emergency room closing in Vienna. 
 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/10 5pm and 6 
pm 

3 minutes The Governor's Office of Highway Safety sponsored several 
caravan stops around Central Georgia. 
Harris Blackwood, Dir. of the Highway Safety office told 
13WMAZ that there is a real need in the Macon area to 
educate parents and motorists in keeping children safe. 
"You would not believe the number of parents that install 
their child's car seat or booster seat improperly," Blackwood 
said. Members promoting the effort will stop Tuesday at the 
Agape Way Daycare in Byron as part of the 3-day safety 
caravan. Representatives from the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration are on site to see the inspection and 
demonstration.   On Wednesday, Blackwood said the group 
will set-up at Northway Church, 5915 Zebulon Road, in 
Macon. The free car seat and child passenger safety check 
starts at 1:30 and will conclude at 3:30 Wednesday afternoon. 
You can find more information about the effort and child 
passenger safety at the following 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/12 Noon 3 minutes Officials with the North Central District Health Department 
say it is time to get your annual flu shot. 
Public Information Officer, Jennifer Jones said vaccines are 
now available in the 13 counties that are in the district. 
"We are pleased to announce that flu vaccines are now 
available in Bibb County and the other 12 counties we serve," 
Jones said. Judy McCarghe, Nurse Manager for the District 
Health Department told 13WMAZ the flu shots are quick and 
easy. In a studio appearance on Eyewitness News Midday, 
McCarghe said, "Being vaccinated is the best way to protect 
your health and the health of your family."  "We never know 
when the flu will start circulating in our area, so it is best to 
get the shot now, McCarghe said. The Bibb County health 
department will hold a special drive-through clinic Monday, 
September 16th, 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.  
Flu vaccines will cost $25, but are available at no charge to 
those on Medicaid, Peachcare, Wellcare, Amerigroup, 
Medicare Part B, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Georgia, or a State 
Benefit Plan through United Healthcare or Cigna. No 
appointment is necessary to receive the flu vaccine.     

 
13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/24 6 & 11pm 3 minutes People coping with HIV and AIDS in Macon will soon have a 

new place to find help. That's because The Rainbow Center is 
closing its doors by the end of this month. The River Edge 
Behavioral Health Center will provide housing for 31 Central 
Georgians living with HIV/AIDS.  Right now, 16 people are 
scheduled to move in once it opens a day before the Rainbow 
Center closes.  15 of those will be moving straight from the 
Rainbow Center to the River Edge, located off Riverside 
Drive.  The Rainbow Center is closing because executive 
director, Michael Leon, missed a deadline for a grant 
application."What has been done, I cannot undo. I can't do 
anything about it but I can do something about the future. 
And that's my main focus and my main priority, my biggest 
push right now is moving forward. I can't live in the past," he 
says.He says he hopes to maintain the Rainbow Center 
building even after funding runs out and return to a 
volunteer-based program. 

 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/27 6 & 11pm 3 minutes For almost 2 million Georgians who don't have medical 
insurance, Tuesday is a big day. Enrollment opens for the 
Affordable Care Act's online "marketplace" where you can 
shop for health insurance. Think of it like a one-stop shop 
online, like Amazon or Orbitz, where you can shop around for 
the best health care plan for you. By the end of enrollment on 
March 31st, virtually all Americans will need to buy some sort 
of health insurance plan or face fines. Those fines will start at 
$95 per person for 2014 and go up each year. There's a cap 
on the fines for families; however, if you are not covered 
under a health insurance plan, you will have to pay 100% of 
your medical care out-of-pocket. The federal Department of 
Health and Human Services says the online marketplace will 
offer Georgians an average of 50 health care plans. 

 

Public Service Announcement July, August 
and 
September 

Various 16-:30 Spots PSA: ARC ”Summer Blood Drive”-  Raises awareness 
for the important need of blood in the area. Also, 
shows where the drive is located and how to receive 
more information. 

Public Service Announcement July, August 
and 
September 

Various 2-:30 Spots PSA: AD Council Childhood Obesity Prevention “Dunk”- The 
Childhood Obesity Prevention work, created by the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), NIH’s We 
Can! (Ways to Enhance Children's Activity & Nutrition)® 
program and the Ad Council, is focused on helping parents 
and caregivers help children maintain a healthy weight. The “I 
Can, You Can, We Can” set of PSAs encourages parents to find 
creative ways to challenge and engage their kids to make 
healthy choices. The “All In Together” PSAs feature a 
memorable song that provides parents with fun ways to make 
family time-healthy time. The Spanish-language PSAs, entitled 
“Podemos” encourage parents and caregivers to challenge 
their kids to make healthy choices. 

Public Service Announcement July, August 
and 
September 

Various 36- :30 Spots WMAZ PSA: Alzheimer’s Walk: This was to make the 
public aware of the Alzheimer’s walk on Sept. 28

th
 

where all proceeds were donated to Alzheimer’ 
research.  

Public Service Announcement July, August 
and 
September 

Various 36-:30 Spots PSA: American Heart Association: “Go Red for 
Women”-  Encourages women to be aware of heart 
disease. As it’s the number one killer of women.   

Public Service Announcement July, August 
and 
September 

Various 2-:30 Spots PSA: Community Health Works: “Prevent Cancer”  
Makes the public aware by making smarter decisions 
you can cut the risk of cancer. 

Public Service Announcement July, August 
and 
September 

Various 45-:30 Spots PSA: Jay’s Hope:  Makes the public aware of what is. Jay’s 
Hope 4 Kids with Cancer, is a  local non-profit agency that 
helps to improve the quality of life of children with cancer and 
their families in Georgia by extending HOPE through social. 
Emotional, spiritual, educational and financial support.  

Public Service Announcement July, August 
and 
September 

Various 46-:30 Spots WMAZ- PSA Komen 2013-  Makes the Public aware of the 
Susan G Komen race for the cure in central Georgia.  
 

Public Service Announcement July, August 
and 
September 

Various 11-:30 Spots WMAZ- PSA Mental Health Aware:  Makes the public aware 
of help for Mental Health disorders.  

Public Service Announcement July, August 
and 
September 

Various 18-:30 Spots PSA: Ad Council “The Journey”:  Making people aware of the 
importance of recycling.   



 

 

Public Service Announcement July, August 
and 
September 

Various 18-:30 Spots PSA: Heart Walk of Central Georgia 2013: On 9/26 the 
American Heart Association had the Heart Walk. Informs the 
public of the walk and simple steps that can improve their life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ISSUE-RESPONSIVE   PROGRAMMING 
 
 

I Local  Issue: Military  

 
Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/8, 7/19, 
7/20  

5,6 & 11pm  10 minutes Update on Military Furlough Days, originally scheduled for 11 
weeks, with 1 day off each week. Financially it was 20% of their 
income. The number of furlough days was later reduced. Major 
cutbacks for everyone working on base. Estimates for the full 
furlough would have taken 50 million dollars out of the Warner 
Robins economy.   
 
On 7/19 Eyewitness News reported that furloughs affecting 
federal workers began last Friday and those workers received 
their first paychecks reflecting those schedule changes. 
The 21st Century Partnership is hosting another SHARE event to 
help those workers and their communities next month. 
SHARE stands for "Sharing Help Assistance and Resources for 
Everyone." The events aim to recruit vendors around Central 
Georgia, to provide help for federal employees of Robins Air 
Force Base. SHARE compiles resources for mental health, financial 
strength, and planning for budget cuts. "The 21st Century 
Partnership, as well as the community at large, realize that we're 
going to have a substantial impact," said 21st Century Partnership 
Chief Operating Officer Chrissy Miner. "Not only the workers 
themselves will feel this impact, but the [state] economy as a 
whole." Miner was interviewed in studio about the event. 
 
On 7/20 Eyewitness News interviewed several affected 
employees at the SHARE event and informed the community that 
the next SHARE event will be held August 9, at the Courtyard 
Marriott, in Warner Robins. 
 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/11 5&6 3 minutes Fort Valley State University is looking give veterans a hand when 
it comes to higher education. The school is holding an information 
session to talk about financial aid, academic opportunities, and 
even study tips for military veterans looking to hit the books 
again. The information sessions will be held Friday evening from 4 
to 7 p.m. at the Warner Robins Campus at 151 Osigian Boulevard. 
"There will be information about time management, budget 
management, and we will be showing them at Fort Valley's 
campus where the various things that can be helpful are located," 
said Anna Holloway, Dean of Graduate Studies and Extended 
Education at Fort Valley State University. When asked why Fort 
Valley is reaching out to veterans now, recruiters say there are 
more state and federal resources available for those students. 
Holloway said they feel like higher education is on the mind of 
service members as they leave the military.  



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/29 6 & 11pm 4 minutes Each month Eyewitness News presents “Behind The Lines” to tell 
the stories of those working at Robins Air Force Base. On 8/29, 
the report focused on the Marine Helicopter Squadron.  
He said the Red Dogs, a combination reserve and active duty 
units,  maintain a fleet of light attack helicopters: AH-1W Cobras 
and the UH-1N Hueys. The Cobras maneuver tight spaces with 
laser guided Hellfire missiles aboard. 
The larger Huey transports troops and supplies. It's the workhorse 
of the fleet. Perez makes sure both types operate without a hitch. 
He said, "Basically, all the air crew and pilots lives are in our 
hands." The Red Dogs perform the same mission tasked to the 
airmen at Robins. They protect, serve and keep aircraft soaring. 
They just go about it backed by the hard core, Marine Corp ways. 
Martial Arts training matches, now a staple of all Marine training, 
happen weekly. The thuds of bodies slamming mats are jarring to 
the by-stander, but routine to Sgt. Jason Gross. He calls it "fun". 
Gross said, "There's a difference between hurt and pain. There's a 
certain amount of pain in everything." He says that mantra took 
hold in basic training, all 12 weeks of it. It's the longest basic 
training for any branch of the service. That difference, along with 
Marine customs, separate the squadron from the prevailing Air 
Force culture at Robins. For the most part, Gross sees both 
branches as the same. He said, "We all put on a uniform. I choose 
to serve the Marine Corp. They choose to serve in the Air Force. 
Were all serving the US Military. Were all serving the same 
purpose." There are about 320 Red Dog Marine's at Robins, Half 
reservist and half active duty. The unit came to Central Georgia 
from Dobbins Air Force Base in Marietta.  . 
 

http://www.robins.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123305255
http://www.robins.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123305255


 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/14 6 &11 PM 4:00 A report profiled the use of drones. Not those used by the 
military, but the kind that could be flown from your neighbor's 
back yard. The technology seems to be advancing faster than the 
rules governing it. Thousands of feet above Dodge County on a 
recent afternoon, a drone soars over the rural landscape, an 
onboard camera tracking its journey. Researchers at Middle 
Georgia State College's Aviation Campus in Eastman regularly do 
this sort of testing. It's part of a Unmanned Aerial Vehicle degree 
program. Chad Dennis is developing it. He's an instructor at the 
college and the chairman of a statewide group, leading Georgia's 
charge into drone technology. Dennis said, "We see an emerging 
market here." The Association for Unmanned Vehicle Surveillance 
International estimates 3,500 Georgians will work in the drone 
industry by 2025, injecting the economy with a $300 million 
impact. Dennis said, "We want to put Georgia people in those job 
positions." Dennis wants his students trained by 2015. That's 
when Congress wants the FAA to have regulations in place 
governing the use of commercial drones. Now, they're prohibited, 
because those rules don't exist. Colleges and government 
agencies can fly them under strict guidelines. Dennis said, "We 
basically have to put in an application to the FAA and request 
permission to fly specific aircraft, in a specific location, for a 
specific purpose." Permits can take two months to a year to 
obtain.  

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/6 6pm 2 minutes 62-year-old William Moultrie served as a Marine in the Vietnam 
War. When he came back, he found himself homeless for 13 years  
"Homelessness for me began in 1983," Moultrie said. "Through 
the years, I"ve drifted from place to place in pursuit of  
establishing myself and finding something suitable and stable for 
me." Thanks to HUD-VASH, a program aimed at helping homeless 
veterans find housing, Moultrie is now off the streets. 
Keiya Myles, supervisor of the HUD-VASH program, says she was 
the one who found Moultrie living on Poplar Street in downtown 
Macon.  Now, Moultrie is doing much better. "He's in a much 
better place than where he was," Myles says. "He looks good and 
he has a smile on his face." Many organizations volunteered at 
Friday's event and offered free services, like hair cuts, medical 
care or information about legal help and education programs.  
Moultrie says he wants to go back to school. 
"Georgia Vocational School," Moultrie says. "For engine 
repairing." State Representative James Beverly, who organized 
the event, says he's seen the turnout double from last year.  
He wants veterans to know he's going to keep this event going for 
as long as possible. "There are certain veterans that aren't getting 
what they deserve and what they've earned. Our country really 
needs to take it seriously, not just with lip service, but with 
actions, and say to veterans, 'We're here for you and we mean 
it,'" says Beverly.  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/09 6 &11 pm 3 minutes Marilou Green of Macon has collected thousands of coupons for 
military families overseas. 
She says it all started when her daughter's family moved to 
Belgium where her daughter's husband is serving at a U.S. Air 
Force base. The commissary at the base accepts any coupon, even 
if it's expired up to 6 months. Green says with the coupons they 
donate, an average trip to the grocery store can save military 
families around 30 to 50 dollars per trip. She says that money can 
go a long way, especially for families stationed in areas like 
Europe with a high cost of living. Green has collection boxes set 
up in three locations: 
- Kroger on Forsyth Road in Macon 
- Thomaston Road Church of Christ in Macon 
- Middle Georgia Christian School in Macon 
 

http://www.mga.edu/
http://www.mga.edu/
http://aerospace.georgiainnovation.org/
http://aerospace.georgiainnovation.org/
http://www.auvsi.org/Home/
http://www.auvsi.org/Home/
http://www.faa.gov/


 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/10 5, 6 & 11 4 minutes Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel recently called sexual assault "a 
stain on the honor of our men and women who honorably serve." 
The comment came as Hagel ordered new initiatives this summer 
to cut down on the number of sexual assaults in the military. 
Robins Air Force Base is seeing the impact of those orders. 
Monday was 1st Lt. Dianna Hall's first day at the Sexual Assault 
Response and Prevention Office. She said, "Knowing we have 
airmen out there troubled, I want to help." 
Hall is in a unique position to do that as this office's first 
uniformed Deputy SARC, or Sexual Assault Response Coordinator. 
She can help people at Robins or deploy to do the same job 
overseas. Hall said when people walk into the office, "The first 
thing you see is my uniform. Something about that, that's very 
trusting and comforting to some people." Her presence isn't the 
unit's only addition. SARC since 2005, Cindy Graver, says the 
Department of Defense increased their staff from two to five, to 
strengthen Robins response and prevention of sexual assault. 
Graver said, "This is going to enable us to be out in the 
organization, and in the units and see what's out there, see what 
people need." New hire, SARC Lisa Matney, is building training 
programs and meeting with employees face-to-face. 
She said the goal is for people to start talking openly about sexual 
assault in terms of prevention and reporting. She said, "Maybe 
they will be more willing to come forward, and say I have been a 
victim. I am a victim of sexual assault."  

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/19 5pm 2 minutes About 300 jobs at Boeing's Macon plant could be on the line 
when the company ends production of the C-17 in two years. 
 Nearly 3,000 employees work on the military cargo plane at 
the Macon plant and three other locations. 
 Company spokeswoman Cindy Anderson says they'll start 
reducing production next year.  They're not certain exactly how 
many Macon jobs are in danger, because they hope to re-direct 
those people to other projects.  The Macon plant assembles parts 
for the C-17 Globemaster III, which is actually built in Long Beach 
California. That plant is expected to close in 2015.Last week, the 
Long Beach plant delivered the last of 223 C-17s produced for the 
U.S. Air Force. The remaining aircrafts to be built are for overseas 
customers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.defense.gov/home/features/messages/secdef_hagel.aspx
http://www.defense.gov/home/features/messages/secdef_hagel.aspx
http://www.robins.af.mil/library/judgeadvocatesoffice/index.asp
http://www.robins.af.mil/library/judgeadvocatesoffice/index.asp


 

 

 

ISSUE-RESPONSIVE   PROGRAMMING 
 
 

I Local  Issue: Economy  

 
Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/6 11pm 1:00 New income data for the state of Georgia says the per capita 
income growth in the state is slower than the national 
average. Now the state ranks 40th according to federal data. 
Georgia ranked 25th in the nation in just a dozen years ago 
but has been declining since. The average income in the state 
grew to almost 37 thousand dollars last year but the national 
average is at 42 thousand 7 hundred dollars. An economist at 
Colorado State University says even though Georgia has been 
adding jobs they have been low paying positions. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/10 5,6 &11 3 minutes Although Georgia's official state fruit is the peach, it is not the 
leading peach-producer in the country. California and South 
Carolina both export more peaches. Duke Lane, III, Vice 
President of Sales for Lane Southern Orchard says every 
peach Lane’s grows is readily available within 30 miles.  
Walmart says they are doubling their orders of peaches from 
Lane to bring more local produce from the stem to the shelf.   
Central Georgia produces 75 percent of the state's peach 
crop. Georgia exports 130 million pounds of the fruit a year.  

13WMAZ Eyewitness News  7/19 6pm 1 minute A new industrial company opened its doors in Dublin this 
morning. The German company, Erdrich makes auto parts. 
Last year the plant was nothing more than a drawing. Now it's 
the site of Erdrich's first factory in the U.S.   The metal-
stamping company makes auto parts for BMW, Mercedes, 
Volkswagen, and a few others. 

  

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/23 6pm 2 minutes Macon city council members got a preview of downtown's 
newest residential spaces, the Dannenberg Lofts, on Tuesday. 
About one-third of the building's 65 apartments will open 
next week. The rest are scheduled to be finished by the end of 
August. The building has several new ammenities, such as 
appliances and a video security system in each unit, but 
designer Gene Dunwoody Jr. says it's some of the older 
features that make it unique. Some council members, like 
Henry Ficklin, say they hope both the old and new features 
will draw more businesses and people downtown. 
"Anytime anything comes downtown, it motivates other 
investors to come in, and that's what this has done, and it's 
going to continue to do that. Downtown is going to become 
not only a place for shoppers to return, but also for people to 
come live here as residents," says Ficklin. To keep those 
investors coming, council member Nancy Ehite says the city 
will need to do its part. "We've got to take care of the 
sidewalks, Third Street Park. We have to enforce loitering and 
panhandling ordinances. We have to make this not just a 
pleasant place, but a magnet for people to want to come to," 
explains White. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/6 6&11pm 2 minutes Second Street is getting a $1-million dollar face lift.  
It's all a part of the Main Street Matters revitalization project. 
The money comes from SPLOST funds and Benjamin Moore, a 
paint company. All businesses on the street-level will be fixed-
up early next year. "We heard a lot of buzz about it so we 
decided to come on down and grab a spot while we still can," 
says Tylina Swinger. She opened the doors of Dysfunctional 
Tees-N-Things with co-owner Synja Turner just last week. 
Swinger wanted the perks of a downtown business without 
the congestion. "It's not like Cherry Street. You can park, get 
in and get out," she says construction will begin early next 
year and will take about two to three weeks to finish. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 8/4 6 & 11  2 minutes Fort Valley State University brings in around 157.2 million 
dollars to the Central Georgia economy, that's according to a 
study conducted by the University System of Georgia. Some 
businesses in Fort Valley say they see that in their bottom 
line. At Valley Athletic Club in Fort Valley, owner, Wade 
Yoder, said FVSU students are big part of his business.  
"It has at least a 25% impact and an increase in business when 
the students come back in town and we always look forward 
to that," said Yoder. At downtown Fort Valley's new business 
Brooklyn's Unlimited, Glennice Dugger says students make up 
around 50% of her clients. Dugger says she chose to open her 
store in Fort Valley because of the University and it's potential 
to grow even more. "As a small business, anything you can 
add to the bottom line has a big impact, if it wouldn't be there 
then you could wind up in the red. It could make a difference 
on things," said Yoder. Now that impact doesn't just stay in 
Peach County. The University System of Georgia studies says 
FVSU economic impact reaches other Central Georgia 
counties including. Bibb, Houston and even Taylor. 

  

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News Thursdays 5pm 13 Spots @ 4 
Mins 

Each Thursday 13 WMAZ and The Georgia Dept. of Labor lists 
several jobs open in the area. A representative is available in 
our studio for questions until after 5pm news cast.  

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/5 7:25 a.m. 
and 6pm 

5 minutes The United Way of Central Georgia held their annual 
Campaign Kickoff Thursday morning. United Way President 
and CEO George McCanless told 13WMAZ that last year the 
organization raised just over $4 million. "We believe we can 
raise that and more in this campaign season to benefit these 
32 agencies that help the citizens," McCanless said. This year's 
goal is $4.15 million and was unveiled by McCanless during 
his remarks to a room of more than 200 business leaders and 
United Way coordinators. The money is used to assist 32 
agencies in the way of grants. United Way has made fighting 
poverty a priority in the Macon area. Statistics indicate 29 
percent of children in Central Georgia live in poverty, 25 
percent of ninth graders fail to graduate in four years and 30 
percent of children in Georgia are obese or overweight. 
Super Bowl Champion and NCAA Coach Bill Curry was keynote 
speaker for the United Way event.  Curry was interviewed live 
during the 7:25 a.m. 13WMAZ newsbreak. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/27 6pm 2 minutes The U.S. Department of Agriculture has identified 79 counties 
in Georgia where farmers lost large amounts of their crops 
due to heavy rains this spring. Farmers in those primary 
natural disaster areas are eligible for low-
interest emergency loans from the Farm Service Agency. 
Many central Georgia counties made the list, including: 
Baldwin, Bleckley, Crawford, Hancock, Jones, Laurens, Macon, 
Peach, Putnam, Telfair, Twiggs, Washington, Wheeler, Wilcox, 
and Wilkinson. The federal agency will also offer assistance to 
Bibb, Dodge, Dooly, Houston, Monroe, and Pulaski counties, 
because they are next to counties in the disaster area. 
A press release from the USDA says people who meet the 
requirements for the loan and other assistance programs 
have until May 25, 2014 to apply. Any damage after Sept. 30, 
2013 is not eligible. According to the FSA website, the 
maximum emergency loan is $500,000. 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/27 5pm 2 minutes The historic Cox Capitol Theatre, 382 Second St., in downtown 
Macon is on the market. Real estate agent Stephanie Folsom 
said that price includes all of the furniture and fixtures. The 
theater remains fully operational while it's on the market, 
Folsom said. Chad Evans and Wes Griffith, owners of 
downtown's Rookery and Dovetail restaurants, recently took 
over operational duties at the theater. Griffith was on the 
theater's original board, left and came back as president. 
Griffith told 13WMAZ that the theater is in debt and their 
creditor bank forced them to put it up for sale or they would 
take the theater and sell it themselves. "Due to some of the 
recent troubles that the theater's been facing financially, I 
decided to step back in. Me and a couple of the other original 
board members wanted to step in and take the bull by the 
horns to see what we could do with this situation," said 
Griffith. The 116-year-old theater is owned by a non-profit, 
the Capitol Theater Inc. County tax records list the property at 
$740,000. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 9/30 5 and 6pm 2 minutes Mercer University and NewTown Macon have teamed up to 
create an incubator program called the Bear's Garage. 
The purpose of the program is to generate new ideas and 
bring new businesses to the downtown area of Macon. 
Through the Bear's Garage, Mercer students; along with 
people from the community will bring in business plans and 
have them assessed and further developed by businesses that 
are in partnership with NewTown Macon. 
Over 30 business partners ranging from marketing specialists 
to attorneys, have already agreed to volunteer their expertise 
to the program. 
NewTown Macon will host the meetings of the Bear's Garage 
in their offices on Cherry Street in downtown Macon. 
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                                                  Each week Face The Nation addresses multiple issues of local interest and concern. 
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FACE THE NATION,  Sundays, 10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. - noon 
 
07/07/13 Guests: Deborah Hersman, National Transportation Safety Board (1); Clarissa Ward, CBS News Foreign 

Correspondent (2); Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Senate Armed Services Committee (3); Representative 
Michael McCaul (R-TX), Chairman, House Homeland Security Committee (4); Representative Xavier 
Becerra (D-CA), Chairman of the House Democratic Caucus (5); Janet Murguia, National Council of La 
Raza (6); Dan Stein, Federation for Immigration Reform (6); David Rohde, Thomson Reuters (7); Michael 
O’Hanlon, The Brookings Institution (7); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (7); Amy Walter, 
The Cook Political Report (7); Harold Holzer, author, “The Civil War in 50 Objects” (8) 
Guest Moderator: Major Garrett, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent 
1) Latest information regarding yesterday’s crash at San Francisco International Airport of Asiana Air 
Flight 214 from Seoul, South Korea 
2) The current situation in Egypt 
3) Topics include: impact the sequester and resulting spending cuts have on the ability of Arizona 
firefighters to fight the massive forest fires plaguing the state; current situation in Egypt / possible 
impact on U.S. foreign policy / criticism of the Obama administration for its perceived passivity to the 
events; Senate Republican leadership’s negative reaction to the Immigration Reform Bill and the 
possible influence that will have on Republicans in the House of Representatives; NSA leaker Edward 
Snowden’s asylum assurances 
4) Representative McCaul’s opinion regarding the Senate approved Immigration Reform Bill and how it 
compares to his own bipartisan immigration and border security bill 
5) Topics include: reaction to Representative McCaul’s suggestion of a piecemeal approach, as opposed 
to a comprehensive approach, in addressing immigration reform / criticism against Senate Democrats 
for accepting the Republican amendment which added funding for increased border security / support 
for a pathway to citizenship for the eleven million people illegally in the United States and their inclusion 
into the healthcare system 
6) Topics include: opposing viewpoints regarding the Senate approved Immigration Reform Bill / the 
Republican amendment which added funding for increased border security 
7) Topics include: the current situation in Egypt /  criticism of the Obama administration for its perceived 
passivity to the events; speculation regarding how House Republicans will react to the Senate approved 
Immigration Reform Bill; the Obama administration’s reaction to the crisis in Syria and Egypt; recent 
change to the health care law affecting businesses with more than fifty employees 
8) Topics include: the legacy of the Civil War Battle of Gettysburg / the identity and significance of a 
charred bible, one of the fifty objects identified in Professor Holzer’s book on the Civil War 

 
 
FACE THE NATION (continued) 
 
07/14/13 Guests: Daryl Parks, attorney for the Trayvon Martin Family (1); Benjamin Jealous, President, NAACP (2); 

Dr. Michael Eric Dyson, Georgetown University (2); Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel (3); 
Representative Mike Kelly (R-PA) (4); Representative Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL) (4); Senator Dick Durbin 
(D-IL), Senate Majority Whip (5); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal (6); John Harris, Politico (6); 
David Sanger, The New York Times (6); Bobby Ghosh, TIME magazine (6) 
Guest Correspondent: Mark Strassmann, CBS News Correspondent (1) 
1) An interview with Daryl Parks regarding last night’s not guilty verdict for George 
Zimmerman, who was on trial for the shooting death of Trayvon Martin. Topics include: 
portrayal of Trayvon Martin by the Zimmerman defense team / racial profiling / race in 
America / racial makeup of the jury / vow to continue the fight for justice 
2) Topics include: reaction to the verdict in the Zimmerman trial / NAACP’s request of the U.S. 
Department of Justice for further investigation and possible criminal charges / possibility of racial 



 

 

motivation in the shooting / Trayvon’s legacy in the Civil Rights Movement / race in America 
3) Topics include: Iran’s progress in building an intercontinental nuclear weapon / America’s role in 
averting a crisis with Iran; current political turmoil in Egypt; reaction to a report that Israel recently 
carried out an attack in Syria 
4) Topics include: rejection by the House of Representatives of the Senate approved Immigration 
Reform Bill / opposition in the House of Representatives to a path to citizenship for the eleven million 
people illegally in the United States; the farm bill passed by the House of Representatives which grants 
federal subsidies to farmers, but did not include funding for food stamps 
5) Topics include: reaction to the farm bill passed by the House of Representatives and their rejection of 
the Senate approved Immigration Reform Bill; support for the Obama administration’s position on Iran 
6) Topics include:  the verdict in the Zimmerman trial / call for further investigation and possible federal 
charges; reaction to the farm bill passed by the House of Representatives and their rejection of the 
Senate approved Immigration Reform Bill / potential political fallout for the Republican Party; reasons 
behind Prime Minister Netanyahu’s position that the United States needs to take a harder line with Iran 

 
07/21/13 Guests: Representative John Boehner (R-OH), Speaker of the House of Representatives (1); Governor 

Rick Snyder (R-MI) (2); Susan Page, USA Today (3); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (3); Gwen 
Ifill, Moderator, “Washington Week”, “PBS NewsHour” (3); Michael Scherer, TIME magazine (3); David 
Ignatius, The Washington Post (3); Gerald Seib, The Wall Street Journal (3) 
1) Topics include: his commitment to continue to attempt to derail the health care plan; immigration 
reform; how Speaker Boehner views his position and authority as Speaker of the House; relationship 
with President Obama; the economy; current atmosphere is Washington / Speaker Boehner’s 
assessment of his own job performance / viewpoint that fixing the fiscal situation should be the number 
one priority 
2) Topics include: recent bankruptcy filing by the City of Detroit, Michigan and what that decision means 
for its residents, municipal employees and services / desire to establish a partnership “with all levels of 
government and stay focused on services to citizens”, as opposed to relying on a federal bailout 
3) Topics include: comments made by Speaker Boehner during his interview; reaction to President 
Obama’s statements regarding the Trayvon Martin case / role of race in Mr. Obama’s presidency; 
President Obama’s health care plan; Secretary of State John Kerry’s announcement of possible talks 
between Israel and the Palestinians / current situation in Syria 
4) Face the Nation Flashback topic: the forty-four year anniversary (July 20, 2013) of American Neil 
Armstrong becoming the first man to walk on the moon 
 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 
 
07/28/13 Guests: Clarissa Ward, CBS News Foreign Correspondent (1); Representative Mike Rogers (R-MI), 

Chairman, House Intelligence Committee (2); Senator Mark Udall (D-CO), U.S. Senate Committee on 
Intelligence (3); Dee Dee Myers, Vanity Fair (5); David Gergen, Harvard University (5); Michael Gerson, 
The Washington Post (5); Bob Nightengale, USA TODAY Sports (6); Bill Rhoden, The New York Times (6) 
Guest Correspondent: Seth Doane, CBS News Correspondent (4) 
1) The current situation in Egypt, after violent confrontations between the Egyptian military and 
supporters of former president Mohammed Morsi. 
2) Topics include: America’s role in calming the growing violence and unrest in Egypt / the civil war in 
Syria; the National Security Agency controversy / potential repercussions should the NSA surveillance 
program be curtailed 
3) Topics include: the National Security Agency controversy / support for “throttling back” Section 215 of 
the Patriot Act, which allows the government to collect unlimited private data from the public 
4) A report from Pyongyang, North Korea as the country celebrated the sixty year anniversary of the end 
of the Korean conflict. 



 

 

5) Topics include: scandal involving New York City mayoral candidate Anthony Weiner; President 
Obama’s decision to re-focus his efforts on the economy, particularly job creation / the acrimonious 
political atmosphere in Washington; immigration reform 
6) Topics include: Ryan Braun’s suspension for the remainder of the baseball season due to steroid use / 
possible additional upcoming player suspensions over steroid use 

 
08/04/13 Guests: Bob Orr, CBS News Homeland Security Correspondent (1); Clarissa Ward, CBS News Foreign 

Correspondent (2); Representative Michael McCaul (R-TX), Chairman, House Homeland Security 
Committee (3); Senator Chuck Schumer (D-NY), Senate Judiciary Committee (4); Representative Paul 
Ryan (R-WI), Chairman, Committee on Budget (5); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal (6); David 
Sanger, The New York Times (6); Dan Balz, The Washington Post , author, “Collision 2012: Obama vs. 
Romney and the Future of Elections in America” (6); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (6); 
Barton Gellman, TIME magazine, Senior Fellow, The Century Foundation, The Washington Post (6) 
1) A report on the terror alert warning of a possible al Qaeda attack throughout the Middle East and 

North Africa, resulting in the closure of twenty-two American diplomatic posts 
2) A report on the current situation in Cairo, Egypt 
3) Topics include: reaction to the terror alert warning of a possible al Qaeda attack / support for 

President Obama’s decision to close American diplomatic posts / reasons why this threat is being 
given credibility 

4) Topics include: possible impact this terror threat will have on debate regarding the National Security 
Agency (NSA) / reaction and speculation as to why Russian President Vladimir Putin granted asylum 
to NSA leaker Edward Snowden / advice for President Obama on dealing diplomatically with 
President Putin 

5) Topics include: agreement with Senator Schumer’s advice for President Obama regarding President 
Putin / impact of the terror alert on Representative Ryan’s opinion of the NSA surveillance program 
and thoughts on how to reauthorize and reform the program; goal of House Republicans to repeal 
and replace Obamacare; how to tackle immigration reform and what it should encompass 

6) Topics include: possible impact this terror threat will have on debate regarding the National Security 
Agency (NSA) / reaction to President Putin’s decision to grant asylum to Mr. Snowden / Senator 
Schumer’s advice to President Obama regarding President Putin / Mr. Snowden’s life in Russia; Mr. 
Balz’s new book on last year’s presidential campaign / thoughts on Mitt Romney as a candidate / 
problems within the Republican Party; call from some Republicans to shut down the government if 
they can’t get the Obama administration to agree not to fund Obamacare / House Republicans’ 
inability to pass immigration reform; possible impact of the sequester on the ability of the United 
States to handle potential conflicts with Iran and North Korea 

 
08/11/13 Guests: retired General Michael Hayden, former Director, National Security Agency (NSA), former 

Director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) (1); Representative Peter King  (R-NY), Homeland Security 
Committee, Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence (2); Eric Schmitt, The New York Times (3); Rajiv 
Chandrasekaran, The Washington Post (3); Margaret Brennan, CBS News State Department 
Correspondent (3); Len Downie, former Editor, The Washington Post (4); Bill Keller, former Editor, The 
New York Times (4); John Harris, Editor-in-Chief, Politico (4) 
1) Topics include: reaction to President Obama’s news conference on Friday, where he addressed the 

National Security Agency (NSA) spy program / proposed changes to the FISA court / lack of public 
understanding of what the NSA actually does / opinion of NSA leaker Edward Snowden / relationship 
between Congress and the NSA 

2) Topics include: reaction to President Obama’s statements regarding the NSA / support for the NSA 
spy program / proposed changes to the FISA court; support for President Obama’s decision to close 
twenty-two American diplomatic posts based upon the most recent threat from al Qaeda / reasons 
why the threat was viewed as highly credible 



 

 

3) Topics include: reopening of the diplomatic posts / speculation as to why this particular threat from 
al Qaeda was taken so seriously; Secretary of State John Kerry’s attempts to restart peace talks 
between the Israelis and Palestinians; diplomatic relations between Russia and the United States; 
current situation in Syria and Iraq 

4) Topics include: the sale of The Washington Post / the future of newspapers 
 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 
 
08/18/13 Guests: Charlie D’Agata, CBS News Correspondent (1); Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Senate Armed 

Services Committee (2); Representative Jackie Speier (D-CA), House Armed Services Committee (3); Ray 
Kelly, New York City Police Commissioner (4); Representative Bobby Scott (D-VA), House Judiciary 
Committee (5); Representative Bob Goddlatte (R-VA), Chairman, House Judiciary Committee (5); Bobby 
Ghosh, TIME magazine (6);  Amy Walter, The Cook Political Report (6); Kevin Madden, CNN Political 
Commentator, Republican Strategist (6) 
1) Topics include: a report on the current situation in Cairo, Egypt 
2) Topics include: current situation in Egypt / thoughts on how the United States could assist 

diplomatically in the current conflict / Senator Graham’s recent trip to Egypt with Senator John 
McCain, where they both spoke with Egyptian General Abdel Fatah al-Sissi; recently issued proposals 
from the Pentagon for changing the way the military deals with sexual assaults 

3) Topics include: recently issued proposals for changing the way the military deals with sexual assaults 
/ Representative Speier’s work with New York Senator Kirsten Gillibrand on similar reforms; last 
week’s report in The Washington Post detailing more violations by the National Security Agency 
(NSA) / NSA leaker Edward Snowden 

4) Topics include: last week’s ruling by a federal judge that New York City Police Department’s “stop 
and frisk” policy violated the constitutional rights of minorities; rumor that Commissioner Kelly is 
being considered as a replacement for Homeland Security Chief Janet Napolitano 

5) Topics include: New York City Police Department’s “stop and frisk” policy; the NSA surveillance 
program; possibility of an immigration reform bill 

6) Topics include: current situation in Egypt; immigration reform / need of the Republican Party to 
appeal to Hispanic voters; conflicts surrounding the NSA surveillance program; possible frontrunners 
in the next presidential election 

 
08/25/13 Guests: retired General Colin Powell, Former Secretary of State, President George W. Bush 

Administration (1); Representative John Lewis (D-GA) (2); Senator Jack Reed (D-RI), Senate Armed 
Services Committee (3); Representative Michael McCaul (R-TX), Chairman, House Homeland Security 
Committee (4); Margaret Brennan, CBS News State Department Correspondent (5); David Rohde, 
Thomson Reuters (5); Marian Wright Edelman, Founder and President, Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) 
(6); Benjamin Jealous, President, NAACP (6); Taylor Branch, author, “The King Years: Historic Moments in 
the Civil Rights Movement” (6) 
1) Topics include: the 50th anniversary of the “March on Washington”; recent Supreme Court decision 

voiding part of the Voting Rights Act; the Trayvon Martin case / President Obama’s recent remarks 
addressing race; current situations in Egypt and Syria 

2) Topics include: Mr. Lewis’ participation in the June 1963 meeting with President John F. Kennedy, 
informing him of the plans to march on Washington, D.C. / insight into the speeches by Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Mr. Lewis during the March on Washington / organization and participation in 
the 1965 march on Selma, Alabama / praise for President Lyndon Johnson and his introduction – 
eight days after the march on Selma -- of the Voting Rights Act / recent Supreme Court decision 
voiding part of the Voting Rights Act / speculation as to what Dr. King would think of America now 



 

 

3) Topics include: suspected chemical weapons attack in Syria / Syrian government’s decision to allow 
U.N. inspectors in to the country / opinion on what President Obama’s response to the crisis in Syria 
should be / call for an international response to the crisis, hopefully one including Russia 

4) Topics include: opinion on what President Obama’s response to the crisis in Syria should be / 
possibility of an attack by cruise missiles / call for an international response to the crisis, hopefully 
one including Russia 

5) Topics include: latest developments on the current situation in Syria / possibility of U.S. military 
action using long-range missile strikes / Russia’s support for Syrian President Bashar al-Assad 

6) Topics include: the 50th anniversary of the March on Washington / Dr. King’s legacy / speculation as 
to what Dr. King would think of America now / current state of race relations in America 

 
FACE THE NATION 
 
 
09/01/13 Guests: John Kerry, Secretary of State (1); Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Senate Armed Services 

Committee (2); Senator Tim Kaine (D-VA), Senate Armed Services Committee, Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations (3); Senator Saxby Chambliss (R-GA), Senate Select Committee on Intelligence (3); 
Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News Correspondent (4) 

  Guest Moderator: Major Garrett, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent 
1) Topics include: President Obama’s decision to seek Congressional approval for a limited military 
campaign in Syria due to the Assad regime’s supposed use of chemical weapons / reaction of the Syrian 
opposition to the delay in American military action / President Obama’s intent to not have American 
boots on the ground in Syria 
2) Topics include: support for American military action in Syria / prior criticism of President Obama’s 
handling of the crisis / reaction to President Obama’s decision to seek Congressional approval for 
military action in Syria / differences between Senator McCain’s plan for military action versus that of 
President Obama / Senator McCain’s upcoming meeting with Senator Lindsey Graham and President 
Obama regarding Syria / call to oust Syrian President Bashar al-Assad from power 
3) Topics include: President Obama’s decision to seek Congressional approval for a limited military 
campaign in Syria / need to educate the American public and explain the motives and the likely outcome 
of an engagement in Syria / opinion of Senator Chambliss that President Obama’s handling of the Syrian 
crisis has revealed certain weaknesses to both America’s allies and adversaries 
4) A report from Syria on the Syrian opposition’s reaction to President Obama’s intention to seek 
Congressional approval for a limited military reaction to the Assad regime 
 

 
09/08/13 Guests: Charlie Rose, co-host, CBS This Morning (1); Denis McDonough, White House Chief of Staff (2); 

Representative Mike Rogers (R-MI), Chairman, House Intelligence Committee (3); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS 
News Correspondent (4); Clarissa Ward, CBS News Foreign Correspondent (4); Representative Justin 
Amash (R-MI) (5); Representative Elijah Cummings (D-MD) (5); Bill Kristol, The Weekly Standard (6); Bob 
Woodward, The Washington Post, author, “The Price of Politics” (6); Danielle Pletka, American 
Enterprise Institute (6); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (6); David Sanger, The New York Times (6) 

  1) a preview of Mr. Rose’s interview with Syrian President Bashar al-Assad 
2) Topics include: excerpts of Mr. Rose’s interview with President al-Assad / President Obama’s 
upcoming address to the American people regarding Syria / confidence that Congress will vote to hold 
the Assad regime accountable for its supposed use of chemical weapons 
3) Topics include: criticism of the Obama administration for its handling of the crisis in Syria / President 
Obama’s poor relationship with Congress / opinion that Congress should vote to hold the Assad regime 
accountable / lack of public support for any American military action in Syria 

  4) separate reports on (a) the current situation in Damascus; and (b) with the rebel forces inside Syria 



 

 

5) Topics include: overwhelming disapproval from constituents regarding any military action in Syria / 
the Obama administration’s handling of the crisis in Syria / potential impact on the international 
credibility of the United States should Congress vote against military action in Syria  
6) Topics include: upcoming vote seeking Congressional approval for a limited military campaign in Syria 
/ President Obama’s poor relationship with Congress / reaction from members in Congress to President 
Obama’s proposal regarding Syria / potential impact on the international credibility of the United States 
should Congress vote against military action 

 
FACE THE NATION (continued) 
 
 
09/15/13 Guests: Margaret Brennan, CBS News State Department Correspondent (1); Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News 

Correspondent (2); Senator Carl Levin (D-MI), Chairman, Senate Armed Services Committee (3); Senator 
Bob Corker (R-TN), Senate Committee on Foreign Relations (3); Madeleine Albright, former Secretary of 
State (4); John Miller, CBS News Senior Correspondent (5); David Gergen, Harvard University (6); 
Michael Gerson, The Washington Post (6); Susan Page, USA Today (6); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street 
Journal (6) 

  1) reaction in Israel to the U.S. - Russian agreement on Syria’s chemical weapons 
  2) reaction in Syria to the U.S. - Russian agreement on Syria’s chemical weapons 

3) Topics include: the U.S. - Russian agreement to remove chemical weapons from Syria / Russia’s 
relationship with Syria / United States support for the Syrian rebels / role al Qaeda is playing with the 
Syrian opposition / Senator Levin’s opinion of President Obama’s handling of the crisis in Syria 
4) Topics include: opinion of Russian President Vladimir Putin and the joint agreement to remove 
chemical weapons from Syria / belief that President Obama needs to keep the use of force as a viable 
option / opinion of President Obama’s handling of the crisis in Syria / America’s long-term goal in Syria 
5) a preview of Mr. Miller’s upcoming 60 MINUTES interview with Mike Morell, retired deputy director 
of the Central Intelligence Agency 
6) Topics include: the U.S. - Russian agreement to remove chemical weapons from Syria / lack of public 
support for any American military action in Syria / President Obama’s handling of the crisis / keeping  
the use of force as a viable option in Syria / potential impact that the handling of the Syrian crisis will 
have on other diplomatic endeavors, such as Iran / Russia’s relationship with Syria; other issues facing 
the Obama administration, such as the debt crisis, immigration reform, and the implementation of the 
Affordable Care Act (‘Obamacare’) 
 

 
09/22/13 Guests: Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV), Senate Armed Services Committee (1); Senator Tom Coburn (R-

OK), U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs, Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence (2); Representative Matt Salmon (R-AZ), House Committee on Foreign Affairs (3); Henry 
Kissinger, former Secretary of State (4); Nancy Gibbs, Managing Editor, TIME magazine (5); John 
Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (5); David Sanger, The New York Times (5); Bobby Ghosh, 
International Editor, TIME magazine (5) 
1) Topics include: budget passed by the House of Representatives that funds the government, but only if 
funding for the Affordable Care Act (‘Obamacare’) is cut off / opposition to a government shutdown / 
importance of getting the financial house of the United States in order; gun control movement in light of 
the recent shootings at the Washington Navy Yard 
2) Topics include: budget passed by the House of Representatives that funds the government, but only if 
funding for ‘Obamacare’ is cut off / opposition to the Affordable Care Act; gun control movement in light 
of the recent shootings at the Washington Navy Yard 
3) Topics include: reasons why Representative Salmon voted for the budget passed by the House of 
Representatives / goal of House Republicans not to shut down the government, but ‘Obamacare’; gun 



 

 

control movement in light of the recent shootings at the Washington Navy Yard 
4) Topics include: the U.S. - Russian agreement to remove chemical weapons from Syria / speculation as 
to why Russia is working with the United States on Syria; upcoming visit of Iran’s new President Hassan 
Rouhani to the United Nations / importance of Iran remaining nuclear-free; America’s place in the world 
5) Topics include: the U.S. - Russian agreement to remove chemical weapons from Syria; possibility of a 
meeting between Iranian President Rouhani and President Obama / President Rouhani’s declaration 
that Iran will remain free of nuclear weapons; upcoming New York magazine piece on Hillary Clinton; 
possibility of a government shut down; America’s place in the world 

 
FACE THE NATION (continued) 
 
 
09/29/13 Guests: Senator Rand Paul (R-KY), Senate Committee on Foreign Relations (1); Senator Richard Durbin 

(D-IL), Senate Committee on Foreign Relations (2); Representative Marsha Blackburn (R-TN), House of 
Representatives Committee on the Budget (3); Representative Chris Van Hollen (D-MD), House of 
Representatives Committee on the Budget (3); Dr. Zbigniew Brzezinski, former National Security Advisor 
to President Jimmy Carter, Center for Strategic and International Studies (4); Clarissa Ward, CBS News 
Foreign Correspondent (5); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (5); Margaret Brennan, CBS News State 
Department Correspondent (5); Gerald Seib, The Wall Street Journal (5); John Dickerson, CBS News 
Political Director (5) 
1) Topics include: most recent budget vote by the House of Representatives to postpone the 
implementation of the Affordable Care Act (‘Obamacare’) for a year before they will agree to fund the 
government / impending government shutdown / reasons behind Republican opposition to the 
Affordable Care Act 
2) Topics include: impact of a government shutdown / Senate Republicans refusal to agree to a 
conference committee with Senate Democrats on the budget / Affordable Care Act / budget impasse 
3) Topics include: Affordable Care Act / criticism of the Obama administration by Representative 
Blackburn / opinion of Representative Van Hollen that Republicans only want to repeal ‘Obamacare’, not 
modify it / expected rejection by the Senate to the budget approved by the House of Representatives 
4) Topics include: new diplomacy between the United States and Iran / Iran’s new President Hassan 
Rouhani / Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu’s reaction to the new diplomacy between the U.S. and Iran / 
advice to President Obama regarding possible negotiations over the future of Iran’s nuclear program 
5) Topics include: new diplomacy between the United States and Iran / possible negotiations over the 
future of Iran’s nuclear program; recently passed U.N. resolution on Syria; possibility of a government 
shutdown / inability of House Speaker John Boehner to lead his Republican members / global perception 
of the current Congressional turmoil / economic impact of a government shutdown 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 


