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INTERVIEWEE:  Dr. Carlene Muto, UVA Health , Charlottesville VA

INTERVIEWED BY WXLZ REP: Bobby Smallwood

BRIEF SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW: Dr. Carlene Muto told us about a robot that UVA has 
acquired for disinfecting rooms and PPE. It uses UV radiation which is safe and invisible to the 
human eye. This is not really new technology, it was used decades ago to disinfect rooms. They 
put the robot , called Tru-D (Total Room Ultraviolet Disinfection) in the middle of the room. It 
uses sensors to determine the size and shape of the room to know how much energy to 
expend. The robot has a 360 degree sensor. Reflective tape can be used to make it more 
efficient. Tru-D can disinfect up to 6000 mask per day. The mask must be in a special formation 
in order for disinfection to be effective. Trying to buy this robot was near impossible. There 
were only two for sell in the US and UVA was fortunate to be able to acquire one. Dr. Muto says 
the virus is widespread in dense populated areas like your big cities. It can also spread in the 
more rural areas if people don’t stay at home. People need to listen to Dr. Fauci.

The virus is easy to kill. A directive at this time for Americans is to wear cotton cloth mask. It 
protects the mucus membranes of the nose and mouth. The virus travels through droplets 
when someone sneezes or coughs. It can also land on surrounding areas where people will 
touch and then touch the face. Some people may show no symptoms but yet be carriers. 

Cloth mask can be sanitized simply by putting in the washer. Paper mask are harder to clean. If 
wearing a paper mask, when remove, put it in a paper bag with the inside  facing outwards. 
Carefully remove from bag and put back on. The inside of the mask will not be contaminated. 
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