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A warm, wet spring means moth mania in Montana
You're not imagining it — there are a lot of moths this year. But Billings is just one stop in the
harmless miller moth's journey west. Kay Erickson Wildlife & outdoors

https://www.ypradio.org/wildlife-outdoors/2022-06-30/a-warm-wet-spring-
means-moth-mania-in-montana Thu Jun 30 14:45:04 EDT 2022

As oil and gas lease sales resume, both environmental and industry groups say
they're dissatisfied

Environmental groups say the sales conflict with the Biden administration's promises to tackle
climate change. Meanwhile, oil and gas groups say the Biden administration overextended the pause
and is creating other barriers to development. Kayla Desroches Energy

https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2022-06-29/as-oil-and-gas-lease-sales-resume-
both-environmental-and-industry-groups-say-theyre-dissatisfied Wed Jun 29 19:40:53 EDT 2022

When a Livingston greenhouse flooded, neighbors helped muddy plants find a new
home

Heather’s Garden Service and Flower Farm in Livingston flooded as residents and business owners
were forced to evacuate the area. But in the days following the floods, the community stepped in to
save the plants, setting up a temporary plant nursery at a neighbor’s home. Olivia Weitz Community

https://www.ypradio.org/community/2022-06-29/when-a-livingston-greenhouse-
flooded-neighbors-helped-muddy-plants-find-a-new-home 3:33 Wed Jun 29 17:56:42 EDT 2022

Despite speculation, tribal lands likely won't be abortion havens

Any plan to open clinics on reservations would be fraught with legal, financial, and political hurdles,
Indigenous abortion advocates said. And they wondered why many people now asking about the
possibility didn’t seem interested in health care access there before abortion rights were threatened
nationwide. Arielle Zionts, Kaiser Health News Health

https://www.ypradio.org/health/2022-06-27/despite-speculation-tribal-lands-
likely-wont-be-abortion-havens 6:10 Tue Jun 28 00:04:06 EDT 2022

Montana shares draft plan for electric vehicle infrastructure rollout

Montana’s Departments of Environmental Quality and Transportation announced plans to install
electric vehicle charging stations every 50 miles on three major interstates, and fill charging gaps on
two highways. Kayla Desroches Energy

https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2022-06-27/montana-shares-draft-plan-for-
electric-vehicle-infrastructure-rollout 1:10 Mon Jun 27 23:45:53 EDT 2022

Yellowstone's tiniest inhabitants are more than meets the eye

When people think of the greater Yellowstone ecosystem, the critters that usually come to mind first
are bison, bears or elk. But the park's most prolific organisms are too small to see with the human
eye. Jess Sheldahl Environment & Science

https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2022-06-27/yellowstones-tiniest-
inhabitants-are-more-than-meets-the-eye 4:34 Mon Jun 27 23:35:21 EDT 2022

Montana governor sets aside $2M to help with recent floods

Following the Infrastructure Advisory Commission’s recommendations, Gov. Greg Gianforte
announced Friday that he has dedicated $2 million toward addressing emergencies related to the
recent floods. Ellis Juhlin Government & Politics

https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2022-06-28/montana-governor-
sets-aside-2m-to-help-with-recent-floods Fri Jun 24 18:24:33 EDT 2022

Here's what the end of Roe v. Wade means for abortion rights in Montana
A decades-old precedent will continue to protect abortion access in Montana, for now. But
Republican lawmakers are considering pathways to restrict access. Jess Sheldahl, Shaylee Ragar Government & Politics

https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2022-06-24/heres-what-the-end-
of-roe-v-wade-means-for-abortion-rights-in-montana 7:01 Fri Jun 24 12:14:33 EDT 2022

In Fromberg, a craftsman mourns historic Yellowstone National Park inn wood lost
to flood Kayla Desroches Community

https://www.ypradio.org/community/2022-06-23/in-fromberg-a-craftsman-
mourns-historic-montana-wood-lost-to-flood 1:21 Thu Jun 23 19:35:14 EDT 2022

Montana labor leader Eric Feaver dies at 77
Eric Feaver, the founding President of the Montana Federation of Public Employees and a Helena city
commissioner, died today at 77 years old. Ellis Juhlin Community

https://www.ypradio.org/community/2022-06-29/montana-labor-leader-eric-
feaver-dies-at-77 Thu Jun 23 18:13:42 EDT 2022

When southeast Montana was hit by a flood, these volunteers stepped up

As communities hit by last week's flooding begin the long process of rebuilding, they’re doing it with
the help of volunteers from around the area who have come together to meet the basic needs of
people affected. Kayla Desroches, Amya Rodriguez Community

https://www.ypradio.org/community/2022-06-23/when-southeast-montana-was-
hit-by-a-flood-these-volunteers-stepped-up 3:41 Thu Jun 23 15:28:22 EDT 2022

Drag queen story hour at ZooMontana draws hundreds of kids, supporters

Keldon Joyner, a Montana performer whose drag persona goes by Anita Shadow, read books about
wildlife and diverse identities at the zoo as part of pride celebrations scheduled in Billings for the last
full week of June. Jess Sheldahl Community

https://www.ypradio.org/community/2022-06-22/drag-queen-story-hour-at-
zoomontana-draws-hundreds-of-kids-supporters 1:46 Wed Jun 22 19:30:46 EDT 2022

Yellowstone National Park partially reopens after floods
Despite some major roads still being washed out, three of the massive park's five entrances opened
this morning, to lines hundreds of cars long. Olivia Weitz Wildlife & outdoors

https://www.ypradio.org/wildlife-outdoors/2022-06-22/yellowstone-national-
park-partially-reopens-after-floods Wed Jun 22 19:16:01 EDT 2022

Here's how to help — or get help — in Montana communities hit by floods Organizations and individuals have stepped forward to offer assistance to those affected. YPR News Community
https://www.ypradio.org/community/2022-06-22/heres-how-to-help-or-get-help-
in-montana-communities-hit-by-floods Wed Jun 22 16:25:55 EDT 2022

Report: More than 350 structures damaged in Park County flooding
A preliminary damage report released over the weekend shows that out of the 437 structures
assessed in Park County, only 81 were undamaged in this month's historic flood. Olivia Weitz Regional News

https://www.ypradio.org/regional-news/2022-06-21/report-more-than-350-
structures-damaged-in-park-county-flooding Tue Jun 21 19:13:20 EDT 2022

Red Lodge area continues recovery following last week’s flooding
Rain over the weekend spared southcentral Montana and the Red Lodge area a repeat of last week’s
historic flood. Kayla Desroches Regional News

https://www.ypradio.org/regional-news/2022-06-20/red-lodge-area-continues-
recovery-following-last-weeks-flooding Mon Jun 20 19:33:02 EDT 2022



Organizers say controversy over drag queen story hour at ZooMontana has driven
support

Walt Donges with 406 Pride says social media posts from Sen. Steve Daines and Rep. Matt Rosendale
drew both negative and positive attention to drag story hour and other pride celebrations planned in
Billings throughout the week. Jess Sheldahl Community

https://www.ypradio.org/community/2022-06-20/drag-queen-story-hour-at-
zoomontana-draws-controversy-support 1:27 Mon Jun 20 19:09:48 EDT 2022

FEMA director visits Montana communities in flood path
Members of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, or FEMA, were in south-central Montana
this week to assess the impacts from last weekend's historic floods. Kayla Desroches Regional News

https://www.ypradio.org/regional-news/2022-06-18/fema-director-visits-
montana-communities-in-flood-path 1:21 Sat Jun 18 23:44:57 EDT 2022

Yellowstone National Park set to reopen south loop The park says it will allow visitors into the south loop beginning at 8 a.m. on June 22. YPR News Wildlife & outdoors
https://www.ypradio.org/wildlife-outdoors/2022-06-18/yellowstone-national-
park-set-to-reopen-south-loop Sat Jun 18 23:24:50 EDT 2022

Evacuation orders in Carbon County lifted as communities assess damage and repair
infrastructure Crews are working to restore travel routes in the city of Red Lodge and surrounding areas. Kayla Desroches Regional News

https://www.ypradio.org/regional-news/2022-06-17/evacuation-orders-in-
carbon-county-lifted-as-communities-assess-damage-and-repair-infrastructure Fri Jun 17 19:44:55 EDT 2022

Beartooth Highway closed for repairs; pass will open after cleanup

The Montana Department of Transportation will begin repairs on the Beartooth Highway early next
week following last weekend’s severe flood. Though the Beartooth Pass on the Montana side of the
border wasn't damaged, it will require some cleanup prior to opening. Kay Erickson Regional News

https://www.ypradio.org/regional-news/2022-06-17/beartooth-highway-closed-
for-repairs-pass-will-open-after-cleanup Fri Jun 17 18:59:45 EDT 2022

Update: Billings water treatment plant running at full capacity, residents can go back
to 'normal' water use

The city said Wednesday evening the plant is operating “at a level that can meet the community’s
essential needs,” but urged residents to continue to save water. Nadya Faulx Regional News

https://www.ypradio.org/regional-news/2022-06-15/billings-water-treatment-
plant-back-up-but-city-asks-residents-to-continue-conserving-water Thu Jun 16 01:01:34 EDT 2022

South-central Montana assesses flood damage; evacuations still active in some
communities

Authorities are taking account of damage after rivers flooded homes, streets and infrastructure in
Carbon County. Kayla Desroches Regional News

https://www.ypradio.org/regional-news/2022-06-15/south-central-montana-
assesses-flood-damage-evacuations-still-active-in-some-communities 1:53 Wed Jun 15 20:22:54 EDT 2022

Carbon County lays out first steps of recovery efforts following historic flooding
Carbon County emergency personnel on Tuesday briefed Montana’s lieutenant governor and
members of the Montana National Guard on flooding in south-central Montana. Kayla Desroches Regional News

https://www.ypradio.org/regional-news/2022-06-14/carbon-county-lays-out-first-
steps-of-recovery-efforts-following-historic-flooding Tue Jun 14 19:43:06 EDT 2022

Import waivers aim to relieve stressed solar power industry

The pause on the new tariffs is a response to uncertainty in the solar power industry at the prospect
of retroactive tariffs on imports from Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam, which supply the
majority of solar panels to the United States. Kayla Desroches Energy

https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2022-06-14/import-waivers-aim-to-relieve-
stressed-solar-power-industry 1:30 Tue Jun 14 17:09:02 EDT 2022

Montana FWP asks for input on cutthroat trout conservation
The project aims to remove invasive brook trout from the Upper Shields River watershed in order to
protect cutthroat trout. Ellis Juhlin Wildlife & outdoors

https://www.ypradio.org/wildlife-outdoors/2022-06-14/montana-fwp-asks-for-
input-on-cutthroat-trout-conservation Tue Jun 14 16:54:44 EDT 2022

Montana's lieutenant governor declares statewide disaster as communities are hit
by flooding

After earlier attributing the declaration to Gov. Greg Gianforte, his office later said Lt. Gov. Kristen
Juras had signed the order. Nadya Faulx Regional News

https://www.ypradio.org/lieutenant-governor-declares-statewide-disaster-as-
parts-of-montana-hit-by-flooding Tue Jun 14 15:53:31 EDT 2022

Livingston residents brace for more flooding
With more rain expected early this week, residents in Livingston have been distributing hundreds of
sandbags to flood-prone areas along the Yellowstone River. Olivia Weitz, YPR News Regional News

https://www.ypradio.org/regional-news/2022-06-13/livingston-residents-brace-
for-evacuations-and-more-flooding Mon Jun 13 23:53:21 EDT 2022

Yellowstone National Park closes entrances, residents evacuate Red Lodge as floods
sweep across Montana

Severe storms across Montana over the weekend and into Monday forced some residents to
evacuate and prompted a rare closure of all entrances to Yellowstone National Park. YPR News Regional News

https://www.ypradio.org/regional-news/2022-06-13/yellowstone-national-park-
closes-entries-residents-evacuate-red-lodge-as-floods-sweep-across-montana Mon Jun 13 17:14:16 EDT 2022

The Beartooth highway: A road to unlimited opportunities
The Beartooth Highway is a huge tourist attraction. However, the pass provides many different
people with many different opportunities. Kay Erickson Regional News

https://www.ypradio.org/regional-news/2022-06-17/beartooth-highway-closed-
for-repairs-pass-will-open-after-cleanup Fri Jun 10 18:34:52 EDT 2022

Cities, county sign agreement that will guide public health decisions in Gallatin
County

A year of negotiations led to Gallatin County, Bozeman and Belgrade signing onto an interlocal
agreement that will oversee public health services. Olivia Weitz Health

https://www.ypradio.org/health/2022-06-09/cities-county-sign-agreement-that-
will-guide-public-health-decisions-in-gallatin-county Thu Jun 09 19:44:25 EDT 2022

Pharmaceutical company invests in new vaccine manufacturing plant in southwest
Montana

New Jersey-based Tonix Pharmaceuticals expects to employ around 120 people at the new facility in
Ravalli County. Olivia Weitz Health

https://www.ypradio.org/health/2022-06-09/pharmaceutical-company-invests-in-
new-vaccine-manufacturing-plant-in-southwest-montana Thu Jun 09 12:43:38 EDT 2022

Legal recreational marijuana appears to stay in Yellowstone County; voters add
taxes to sales in Gallatin Preliminary results show recreational marijuana will stay in Yellowstone County. Olivia Weitz Government & Politics

https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2022-06-08/legal-recreational-
marijuana-upheld-in-yellowstone-county-voters-add-taxes-to-sales-in-gallatin-
county Wed Jun 08 02:44:40 EDT 2022

Ronning, Rosendale advance to general election in Montana's 2nd Congressional
District

Republican incumbent Rep. Matt Rosendale and Democrat Penny Ronning secured their parties’
nominations to advance to the Nov. 8 general election for Montana’s 2nd Congressional District seat. Kay Erickson, Kayla Desroches, Ellis Juhlin Government & Politics

https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2022-06-08/ronning-rosendale-
advance-to-general-election-in-montanas-2nd-congressional-district Wed Jun 08 02:24:04 EDT 2022

https://www.ypradio.org/regional-news/2022-06-18/fema-director-visits-montana-communities-in-flood-path


Yellowstone County voters head to the polls for primary election
A steady stream of people flowed through the doors of the Montana Pavillion in Metra Park to drop
off ballots Tuesday morning a few hours after polls opened for Montana’s primary election. Jess Sheldahl Government & Politics

https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2022-06-07/yellowstone-county-
voters-head-to-the-polls-for-primary-election Tue Jun 07 17:07:59 EDT 2022

In Yellowstone County, a fight over recreational marijuana is on the primary ballot

Less than six months since legal recreational marijuana sales began in Montana, voters in
Yellowstone County are being asked whether to stop them. A question on Tuesday’s ballot could
essentially reverse a 2020 vote and block the recreational industry in Yellowstone county entirely —
an industry supporters say brings in tax dollars and jobs, while opponents say it’s bad business for
Montana. Nadya Faulx Government & Politics

https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2022-06-07/in-yellowstone-county-
a-fight-over-recreational-marijuana-is-on-the-primary-ballot 6:10 Tue Jun 07 11:51:12 EDT 2022

St. Vincent Healthcare in Billings announces plans for new hospital
St. Vincent Healthcare will replace its main building with one that adds 42 rooms and 180,000 square
feet to its Billings campus, the equivalent of almost two city blocks. Kayla Desroches Health

https://www.ypradio.org/health/2022-06-06/st-vincent-healthcare-in-billings-
announces-plans-for-new-hospital 1:10 Mon Jun 06 19:33:08 EDT 2022

Self-driving car company Aurora building facility in Bozeman
The company will research and manufacture its self-driving technology for commercial and
passenger vehicles out of the planned 78,000 square foot facility. Olivia Weitz Business & Economics

https://www.ypradio.org/business-economics/2022-06-06/photonics-company-
aurora-building-facility-in-bozeman-to-develop-self-driving-car-technology Mon Jun 06 17:02:20 EDT 2022

Candidates for Montana's eastern congressional district weigh in on question of gun
control

YPR contacted all candidates running for Montana’s 2nd Congressional District seat to get their
comments on the issue of gun control. Ellis Juhlin Government & Politics

https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2022-06-07/candidates-for-
montanas-eastern-congressional-district-weigh-in-on-question-of-gun-control 1:16 Mon Jun 06 16:07:24 EDT 2022

Billings airport debuts new concourse
The Billings Logan International Airport hosted a ribbon cutting ceremony Friday for its new
concourse.<br/> Nadya Faulx Community

https://www.ypradio.org/community/2022-06-03/billings-airport-debuts-new-
concourse Fri Jun 03 19:46:22 EDT 2022

Billings police fatally shoot 19-year-old man
Billings police offers shot at and killed a 19-year-old Billings man during an incident late Monday
night. This is the second fatal police-involved shooting in one week, and the third this year. Jess Sheldahl Crime & Courts

https://www.ypradio.org/crime-courts/2022-06-02/billings-police-fatally-shoot-
19-year-old-man Thu Jun 02 18:41:59 EDT 2022

Bozeman Police Department drafts recording policy as it prepares for body-worn
cameras

Bozeman Police Chief Jim Veltkamp's goal is to have a good balance between gathering evidence and
people's privacy. Olivia Weitz Government & Politics

https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2022-06-02/bozeman-police-
department-drafts-recording-policy-as-it-prepares-for-body-worn-cameras 1:01 Thu Jun 02 18:31:41 EDT 2022

Learning and laughing in Yellowstone National Park — a two million acre classroom

“It’s just fun to see them laugh and relax and have fun and realize how much they actually learned,"
said AP biology teacher Kim Popham, who recently guided her students on a tour of Yellowstone
National Park. Jess Sheldahl Wildlife & outdoors

https://www.ypradio.org/wildlife-outdoors/2022-06-02/learning-and-laughing-in-
yellowstone-national-park-a-2-million-acre-classroom 5:22 Thu Jun 02 18:18:48 EDT 2022

Mountain lion spotted wandering around Billings A spokesperson for FWP says mountain lions are common visitors to the city. Kayla Desroches Wildlife & outdoors
https://www.ypradio.org/wildlife-outdoors/2022-05-26/mountain-lion-spotted-
wandering-around-billings Thu May 26 19:31:43 EDT 2022

Electricity agency predicts drought-filled summer could affect Montana's energy grid
The North American Electric Reliability Corporation’s summer reliability report shows heatwaves
affecting energy grids in Montana from June through September. <br/> Kayla Desroches Energy

https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2022-05-25/electricity-agency-predicts-drought-
filled-summer-could-affect-montanas-energy-grid 1:22 Wed May 25 19:39:04 EDT 2022

Sheriff stations deputies in Musselshell schools following Texas shooting
In reaction to the recent Texas school shooting, Musselshell County Sheriff  Shawn Lesnik has
stationed deputies at the schools in the county "to ensure student safety." Kay Erickson Regional News

https://www.ypradio.org/regional-news/2022-05-25/sheriff-stations-deputies-in-
musselshell-schools-following-texas-shooting :50 Wed May 25 19:23:04 EDT 2022

Montana VA introduces new COVID-19 precautions New cases of COVID-19 have increased in Montana over the last few weeks. Kayla Desroches COVID-19
https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2022-05-24/montana-va-introduces-new-
covid-19-precautions 1:14 Tue May 24 19:23:32 EDT 2022

Man killed in standoff with Billings Police, Montana Highway Patrol officer
The police department and the Department of Criminal Investigation will investigate the shooting to
determine whether the use of force was justified.<br/> <br/> Jess Sheldahl Crime & Courts

https://www.ypradio.org/crime-courts/2022-05-24/man-killed-in-standoff-with-
billings-police-montana-highway-patrol-officer 1:16 Tue May 24 17:46:10 EDT 2022

June primaries will determine races for two seats on Montana board overseeing
utility rates

There is a Republican primary in District 1, which includes most of north-central and northeast
Montana, and Republican and Democratic primaries in District 5, which covers part of the northwest
part of the state. Jess Sheldahl, Kayla Desroches Government & Politics

https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2022-05-23/june-primaries-will-
determine-races-for-two-seats-on-montana-board-overseeing-utility-rates 4:30

More Montana counties are voting to add local sales tax in upcoming election
Twelve Montana counties will decide in the upcoming election if they want to add a local sales tax to
marijuana products.<br/><br/> Olivia Weitz Government & Politics

https://www.ypradio.org/business-economics/2022-05-16/more-montana-
counties-look-to-add-local-sales-tax-on-marijuana-products 1:34 Mon May 23 16:15:59 EDT 2022

As fertilizer prices rise, Montana farmers are adapting their plans
The spring wheat and barley planting is wrapping up in Montana’s Golden Triangle, and the high
fertilizer prices are impacting some farmers' planting decisions. Olivia Weitz Regional News

https://www.ypradio.org/regional-news/2022-07-05/as-fertilizer-prices-rise-
montana-farmers-are-adapting-their-plans 1;12 Fri May 20 18:25:19 EDT 2022

No trout about it: Lake Elmo is free of clams and restocked with fish
Several months after draining Lake Elmo in Billings to get rid of invasive Asian Clams, Montana Fish,
Wildlife and Parks has started restocking the lake with fish. Jess Sheldahl Wildlife & outdoors

https://www.ypradio.org/wildlife-outdoors/2022-05-19/no-trout-about-it-lake-
elmo-is-free-of-clams-and-restocked-with-fish 1:06 Thu May 19 14:30:39 EDT 2022



More than 90% of Montana homes vulnerable to wildfire in coming decades Kayla Desroches Wildfires
https://www.ypradio.org/wildfires/2022-05-17/more-than-90-of-montana-
homes-vulnerable-to-wildfire-in-coming-decades 1:18 Tue May 17 19:33:22 EDT 2022

Demonstrators march in Billings for Missing and Murdered Indigenous Persons
event

The event, organized by women’s rights groups Zonta International and the Montana Native
Women’s Coalition, was the first in-person MMIP march in Billings since 2019 due to the COVID-19
pandemic. Kayla Desroches Tribal Issues

https://www.ypradio.org/tribal-affairs/2022-05-16/demonstrators-march-in-
billings-for-missing-and-murdered-indigenous-persons-event 1:16 Mon May 16 20:12:30 EDT 2022

Four Republicans aim to represent Montana's GOP-favored eastern congressional
district

Four Republicans are in the primary for a congressional district that's largely favored to stay in GOP
control. Kay Erickson Government & Politics

https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2022-05-12/four-republicans-aim-
to-represent-montanas-gop-favored-eastern-congressional-district 4:05 Thu May 12 23:56:06 EDT 2022

Talen Energy, operator of Colstrip plant, files for bankruptcy
Talen representatives say they don’t expect restructuring to affect operations at the Colstrip coal-
fired power plant, which the company owns a 30% share in. Kayla Desroches Business & Economics

https://www.ypradio.org/business-economics/2022-05-12/talen-energy-operator-
of-colstrip-plant-files-for-bankruptcy 1:01 Thu May 12 13:00:48 EDT 2022

Alike in policy, Democrats running in Montana’s eastern House district differ in
experience

Next month’s primary will determine whether Penny Ronning or Skylar Williams wins the Democratic
nomination to represent the state’s 2nd Congressional District, which extends from central Montana
east to the border with North Dakota. Kayla Desroches Government & Politics

https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2022-05-11/democrats-running-in-
montanas-eastern-house-district-align-on-policy-differ-in-experience 3:15 Wed May 11 23:48:23 EDT 2022

Three Libertarians vying for nomination in Montana's 2nd Congressional District Sam Rankin, Roger Roots and Samuel Thomas all fall on different points of the Libertarian spectrum. Jess Sheldahl Government & Politics
https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2022-05-10/three-libertarians-
vying-for-nomination-in-montanas-2nd-congressional-district 4:27 Tue May 10 17:20:30 EDT 2022

Montana state senator, congressional candidate Mark Sweeney dies
Sweeney was in his first term as a Montana state senator and was one of three Democrats running in
the state's eastern congressional district. Nadya Faulx Government & Politics

https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2022-05-08/montana-state-
senator-congressional-candidate-mark-sweeney-dies Sun May 08 11:27:07 EDT 2022

Grand Teton wildflowers are blooming earlier in season thanks to warmer springs,
earlier snowmelt

Flowering plants in Grant Teton National Park are blooming on average 17 days earlier than they did
decades ago. Olivia Weitz Environment & Science

https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2022-05-05/grand-teton-
wildflowers-are-blooming-later-in-season-thanks-to-warmer-springs-earlier-
snowmelt 1:37 Thu May 05 19:19:01 EDT 2022

Bozeman set to put permanent restrictions on outdoor water use

With more drought, a growing population and the effects of climate change, Bozeman is susceptible
to water supply challenges — especially in the summer, when about half of the city's water goes to
lawns and landscapes. Nadya Faulx Environment & Science

https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2022-05-05/bozeman-set-to-put-
permanent-restrictions-on-outdoor-water-use Thu May 05 13:32:44 EDT 2022

What the Supreme Court's draft decision on abortion could mean for Montana
The leak of a draft U.S. Supreme Court opinion that calls for overturning federal protections for
abortion drew swift reaction. Government & Politics Tue May 03 18:12:41 EDT 2022

Growing a garden? Billings library wants you to #plantwildflowers
As part of its #plantwildflowers initiative, the library is handing out free grow kits with materials
needed to plant flowers native to Montana and the West, like columbine and bee plant. Nadya Faulx Community

https://www.ypradio.org/community/2022-05-03/billings-library-encourages-
planting-with-bees-and-butterflies-in-mind 1:06 Tue May 03 15:48:34 EDT 2022

Gallatin County residents say they want to see employers put forward housing
solutions

Results of a recent survey from the One Valley Community Foundation found that respondents want
to see employers put forward solutions to the area’s housing needs — but about a third say they
oppose a property tax to fund solutions. Olivia Weitz Community

https://www.ypradio.org/community/2022-04-29/gallatin-county-residents-say-
they-want-to-see-employers-put-forward-housing-solutions 1:13 Fri Apr 29 19:08:26 EDT 2022

A week after damaging snow storm, electric coop works to restore power in eastern
Montana

Sheridan Electric Cooperative is still working to get residential customers back on line before another
storm slams the region, but says commercial customers might not get power back until next month. Kay Erickson Energy

https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2022-04-29/a-week-after-damaging-snow-
storm-electric-coop-works-to-restore-power-in-eastern-montana 1:34 Fri Apr 29 14:46:57 EDT 2022

FWP: Turkeys found dead near MSU Billings died of avian flu This week, testing confirmed the avian flu in three dead tom turkeys from the campus flock. Jess Sheldahl Wildlife & outdoors
https://www.ypradio.org/wildlife-outdoors/2022-04-29/fwp-turkeys-found-dead-
near-msu-in-billings-died-of-avian-flu Fri Apr 29 14:12:51 EDT 2022

As crypto company departs Hardin, what's next for the communities it leaves
behind?

Crypto mining is an energy-intensive process that analysts say emits the same amount of carbon as
some small countries produce annually — and it could be the only thing keeping the 100-megawatt
Hardin Generating Station active. Kayla Desroches Energy

https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2022-04-28/as-crypto-company-departs-hardin-
whats-next-for-the-communities-it-leaves-behind 4:56 Thu Apr 28 05:00:00 EDT 2022

Montana AG joins call for Biden administration to resurrect Keystone XL pipeline Kayla Desroches Government & Politics
https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2022-04-26/montana-ag-joins-call-
for-biden-administration-to-resurrect-keystone-xl-pipeline Tue Apr 26 18:48:10 EDT 2022

With dry soil and continued drought, Montana wheat farmers could face tough
choices

Recent rain and snow improved drought conditions slightly in some parts of Montana. But it may not
be enough to green up winter wheat fields that were planted last fall. Olivia Weitz Business & Economics

https://www.ypradio.org/business-economics/2022-04-25/with-dry-soil-and-
continued-drought-montana-wheat-farmers-could-face-tough-choices 1:10 Mon Apr 25 19:21:42 EDT 2022

Avian flu continues to spread among wild birds, poultry flocks in Montana
Since the avian flu was first detected in Montana earlier this month, several cases have been
confirmed in backyard flocks and wild birds. Kayla Desroches Environment & Science

https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2022-04-25/avian-flu-continues-
to-spread-among-wild-birds-poultry-flocks-in-montana 1:06 Mon Apr 25 13:30:19 EDT 2022

https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2022-05-10/three-libertarians-vying-for-nomination-in-montanas-2nd-congressional-district


Facing case backlog, Montana public defender's office looks to raise pay
The state Public Defender’s Office announced this week it has raised its contract attorney pay rate
and is now working to increase public defender pay as part of an effort to address staffing shortages. Jess Sheldahl Government & Politics

https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2022-04-22/facing-case-backlog-
montana-public-defenders-office-looks-to-raise-pay Fri Apr 22 19:11:27 EDT 2022

Montana VA suspends care at Miles City facility over patient safety concerns

Montana VA executive director Judy Hayman said in a statement Thursday that because of staffing
challenges, the center is “unable to ensure … a critical level of high-quality care” at the nursing
home. Nadya Faulx Government & Politics

https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2022-04-22/montana-va-suspends-
care-at-miles-city-facility-over-patient-safety-concerns Fri Apr 22 14:49:22 EDT 2022

Butte Starbucks workers announce plans to unionize
A Starbucks in Butte is the first in Montana to join a growing number of locations calling for baristas
to unionize. Jess Sheldahl Business & Economics

https://www.ypradio.org/business-economics/2022-04-22/butte-starbucks-
workers-announce-plans-to-unionize Fri Apr 22 14:07:34 EDT 2022

With branding policy update, Montana gives livestock producers more design
options

There are about 48,000 livestock brands actively registered in Montana. That makes it hard to come
up with new designs. Olivia Weitz Regional News

https://www.ypradio.org/regional-news/2022-04-21/with-branding-policy-
update-montana-gives-livestock-producers-more-design-options 1:11 Thu Apr 21 13:42:33 EDT 2022

Wildlife commissioners pass rules targeting smallmouth bass in Yellowstone River

The Montana Fish and Wildlife Commission is requiring anglers to catch, kill and report any
smallmouth bass caught on a section of the Yellowstone River and the Shields River to prevent the
invasive fish from grabbing a foothold there. Olivia Weitz Wildlife & outdoors

https://www.ypradio.org/wildlife-outdoors/2022-04-19/wildlife-commissioners-
pass-rules-targeting-smallmouth-bass-in-yellowstone-river Tue Apr 19 18:55:55 EDT 2022

YWCA Billings begins construction on new shelter
Construction began earlier this month on a new 25-unit shelter that will increase YWCA’s capacity by
about 300%. Nadya Faulx Community

https://www.ypradio.org/community/2022-04-17/ywca-billings-begins-
construction-on-new-shelter 1:10 Sun Apr 17 19:11:00 EDT 2022

Police: Calls were down, violent crime was up last year in Billings
While the number of calls for service, drug-related offenses and murders all decreased last year,
violent crimes rose, continuing a years-long trend. Jess Sheldahl Crime & Courts

https://www.ypradio.org/crime-courts/2022-04-15/police-calls-were-down-
violent-crime-was-up-last-year-in-billings 1:16 Fri Apr 15 16:44:07 EDT 2022

Yellowstone superintendent offers to work with Montana on fourth potential option
for new bison plan

 The offer comes after the state asked the park service to throw out all of the potential options it
previously put forward. Olivia Weitz Wildlife & outdoors

https://www.ypradio.org/wildlife-outdoors/2022-04-14/yellowstone-
superintendent-offers-to-work-with-montana-on-fourth-potential-option-for-new-
bison-plan 1:16 Thu Apr 14 13:33:48 EDT 2022

In eastern Montana, cell phone dead zones are a safety hazard — but little is being
done to fix them

Most people don’t think about the spotty cell service along stretches of Montana's roadways until
there’s an emergency. Jess Sheldahl Regional News

https://www.ypradio.org/regional-news/2022-04-13/in-eastern-montana-cell-
phone-dead-zones-are-a-safety-hazard-but-little-is-being-done-to-fix-them 6:42 Wed Apr 13 05:00:00 EDT 2022

Yellowstone National Park, state of Montana disagree over bison management goals

Yellowstone is proposing increasing its bison population to as many as 8,000 animals. But Montana is
asking that the park withdraw – or at least reconsider – the options it's put forward and come up
with new ones. Olivia Weitz Wildlife & outdoors

https://www.ypradio.org/2022-04-12/yellowstone-national-park-state-of-
montana-disagree-over-bison-management-goals 5:52 Tue Apr 12 05:00:00 EDT 2022

Avian flu confirmed in Montana, Wyoming
About a week after Wyoming reported its first cases of the avian flu, the Montana Department of
Livestock on Friday confirmed cases of the bird flu in poultry in Judith Basin and Cascade Counties. Kayla Desroches Environment & Science

https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2022-04-08/avian-flu-confirmed-
in-montana-wyoming Fri Apr 08 19:15:15 EDT 2022

New film tells the story of Helena's Father Stu
"Father Stu" is the true-life story of Helena priest Stuart Long, played by Academy Award nominee
Mark Wahlberg. Kay Erickson Arts & Culture

https://www.ypradio.org/arts-culture/2022-04-08/new-film-tells-the-story-of-
helenas-father-stu 3:48 Fri Apr 08 17:52:27 EDT 2022

Montana legislators oppose ballot initiative to add protections to Gallatin, Madison
rivers

Legislators on a state interim committee voted this week not to grant a proposed ballot initiative
their approval before it heads to the next stage of signature gathering. Kayla Desroches Environment & Science

https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2022-04-06/montana-legislators-
oppose-ballot-initiative-to-add-protections-to-gallatin-madison-rivers 1:06 Wed Apr 06 14:16:28 EDT 2022

Bitcoin mining company is leaving the Montana coal-fired power plant it helped
revive

Marathon Digital Holdings says it will move its mining servers away from the plant in Hardin to
locations where it can tap non-carbon-emitting power. Kayla Desroches Energy

https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2022-04-05/bitcoin-mining-company-is-leaving-
the-montana-coal-fired-power-plant-it-helped-revive 1:16 Tue Apr 05 19:06:51 EDT 2022

Montana getting millions in federal funding to clean up abandoned coal mines Kayla Desroches Energy
https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2022-04-05/montana-getting-millions-in-
federal-funding-to-clean-up-abandoned-coal-mines Tue Apr 05 13:00:07 EDT 2022

Why oil production isn’t ramping up faster, despite politicians’ calls to increase
supply

While politicians continue to call for changes in federal policy to spark growth in the oil and gas
industry, some analysts say the federal government has less of a role in ramping up oil production
than political rhetoric would suggest. Kayla Desroches Energy

https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2022-04-04/why-oil-production-isnt-ramping-
up-faster-despite-politicians-calls-to-increase-supply 4:28 Mon Apr 04 14:54:50 EDT 2022

Snail infestation forces Montana hatchery to destroy most of its fish
For the second time in about two years, the Bluewater State Fish Hatchery is battling an invasion of
New Zealand mud snails. Kayla Desroches Wildlife & outdoors

https://www.ypradio.org/wildlife-outdoors/2022-04-01/snail-infestation-forces-
montana-hatchery-to-destroy-most-of-its-fish 1:28 Fri Apr 01 15:09:20 EDT 2022


