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Radio Quarterly Issues Report  
Connecticut Public Broadcasting Network)  
October 1 - December 31, 2017 
 
ARTS  
Fairies and Fairy Tales From Shakespeare, To Grimm’s, To The Modern Age  
10/2/2017 1:00PM 49 minutes  
Mischief and mirth abound in the magical realm of fairies. Whether it's Puck from Shakespeare's 
A Midsummer Night's Dream or J.M Barrie's Tinkerbell, you never know quite what you'll get 
from these fictional creatures. But where and when did the notion of fairies first emerge? And 
why, after hundreds of years without evidence, do some people continue to believe in their 
existence? This hour we look at the history of fairies and fairy lore and ask how the classic fairy 
tale continues to be re-imagined for a modern world. 
 
 
POLITICS 
Municipal Election Results; Trump’s First Year   
 11/8/2017 9:00AM  49 minutes  
This hour, we review the results of local elections across the state, and look at races across the 
country -- many of which were swept by democrats, including formerly republican gubernatorial 
seats in Virginia and New Jersey. Some are saying that's a blow to President Trump.  
After another mass shooting in Texas, Chris Murphy and other Connecticut senators are (still) 
pushing hard for gun legislation. The United States is the only country not signed onto the Paris 
Climate Accord, after Syria joined this week. And President Trump is in the midst of a whirlwind 
trip through Asia. All this, and more fallout from the state budget.  
 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
What’s Eating The Trees?  
10/24/2017 9:00AM 49 minutes 
The Emerald Ash Borer, the Asian longhorn beetle, now the Southern Pine Beetle. This hour, 
we learn about the newest in a series of pests and diseases decimating species of trees in New 
England. Where are these pests coming from, and why are they so devastating? We talk about 
how trade and globalization have accelerated the spread of invasive coming to the Northeast. 
What does this mean for our forests? 
 
 
HEALTH  
Radiation: Maybe Not As Bad As You Think  
11/21/2017 1:00PM 49 minutes  
Radiation is everywhere. It's emitted by our sun, by cat litter, by bananas and occasionally by 
nuclear bombs. It's even emitted by you, and by me, and by every living (and dead) person in 
the world. So why are we so scared of something so prevalent in our everyday lives? 
While certain types of radiation can be very harmful in high doses, our fears may have more to 
do with how radiation is portrayed than it does with the actual danger of exposure. Today we 
talk with experts about the benefits, risks, and oftentimes misguided fears of radiation. 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/07/us/politics/virginia-election-democrats.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/07/climate/syria-joins-paris-agreement.html?smid=tw-nytimes&smtyp=cur
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/07/climate/syria-joins-paris-agreement.html?smid=tw-nytimes&smtyp=cur
http://wnpr.org/post/connecticut-institutions-harmed-travel-ban-says-attorney-general-jepsen
http://wnpr.org/post/connecticut-institutions-harmed-travel-ban-says-attorney-general-jepsen


2 
 

BUSINESS  
A Hopping Industry: Local Brewing In Connecticut   
10/10/2017 9:00AM  49 minutes 
Connecticut’s beer industry is ‘hopping’--there are nearly 50 breweries in the state, and 
counting. This hour, we talk beer--who’s making it and why? There’s no doubt that New 
England’s interest in craft beer has ‘bubbled over’ in recent decades, from home-brewing 
hobbyists to production of nationally-recognized brands. What’s fueling our thirst for local beer? 
And though many of Connecticut’s local breweries are relatively new, New Englanders have 
been making beer for hundreds of years. A brewer-turned-author will walk us through that 
history. 
 
 
HISTORY  
The Russian Revolution: One Hundred Years Later   
10/23/2017 9:00AM 49 minutes  
This year marks an important milestone in Russian history -- the 100th anniversary of the 1917 
Russian Revolution. Coming up, we travel back in time with author and Smithsonian magazine 
contributor Ian Frazier. We talk about the events -- and bloodshed -- that paved the way for the 
former USSR. And we consider their relevance today.  Plus: the legacy of Churaevka. What 
remains of Southbury’s historic Russian community? We take a closer look and we also hear 
from you.  
 
 
SCIENCE/TECH  
A Journey To The International Space Station   
11/1/2017 1:00PM 49 minutes  
The International Space Station is the most expensive thing ever built. It's about the size of a 
football field, it weighs a million pounds, and it's up there flying around in the sky at 17,000 mph, 
but... we don't really ever hear much about it, do we? Well, so, this hour we hear about it. 
Retired astronaut Scott Kelly -- who spent a record 340 consecutive days aboard the ISS -- joins 
us. 
 
 
EDUCATION 
Starting School in Connecticut After Hurricane Maria   
11/7/2017 9:00AM 49 minutes  
Much of Puerto Rico remains devastated six weeks after Hurricane Maria, with many areas 
lacking access to electricity and clean water. The disaster has led some Puerto Rican families to 
relocate to the mainland. This hour, family ties bring many evacuees to Connecticut--so how is 
our state welcoming these new arrivals in our community? Over 6,000 students have left Puerto 
Rico to come continue their education in the mainland U.S. And at least 500 of them have 
enrolled in Connecticut public schools. We discuss how school districts are helping students 
from Puerto Rico adjust to school in their new town. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/what-ever-happened-to-russian-revolution-180964768/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/what-ever-happened-to-russian-revolution-180964768/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/what-ever-happened-to-russian-revolution-180964768/
https://connecticuthistory.org/a-russian-village-retreat-in-southbury/
http://www.courant.com/education/hc-hartford-schools-more-separate-still-unequal-20170310-storygallery.html
http://www.courant.com/education/hc-hartford-schools-more-separate-still-unequal-20170310-storygallery.html
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RACE  
Writing The Next Chapter In Children’s Literature  
11/27/2017 9:00AM 49 minutes  
We all remember those groundbreaking classics -- from The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats to 
Dr. Seuss’ Green Eggs and Ham. But who is writing, illustrating, and shaping the landscape of 
children’s literature today? This hour, we talk with a panel of authors, editors, and literary 
experts, and we also hear from you. 
 
 
 
 
 


