
Here follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by Station KMUC, 
Columbia, Missouri along with the most significant programming treatment of those 
issues for the period July, 2021 through September, 2021.  The listing is by no means 
exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or 
significance.

1. ‘Nurses are Seeing More Patients Die On a Weekend of Working Than in a Year in Pre-
COVID Time’

In-depth health reporting
 August 5, 2021

Aired at 5:00pm
4:00
Jeanee’ Kennedy is the Chief Nursing Officer for Freeman Health Systems in 
Joplin. For several weeks now, Joplin has had the worst COVID-19 
hospitalization rate in the county. In fact, Jeanee’ said their hospital recently had 
to open a third COVID unit to accommodate all of their patients. She spoke about 
what she’s seeing in her community and about how this current surge is taking a 
toll on nurses and other frontline health workers.

2. “COVID-19 Hospitalizations in Joplin: ‘If You Love Your Community – It Causes You to 
do Action. One of Those Actions is Getting the Vaccine”

In-depth health reporting
July 30, 2021
Aired at 5:00pm
4:00 
Jeremy Drinkwitz is the President of the Mercy Hospital in Joplin. Joplin 
currently has the worst rate of COVID-19 hospitalizations in the county and three 
of the surrounding counties it serves are also in the top 10. Prior to this delta 
variant-driven surge, Drinkwitz said their COVID-19 inpatient record high was 60 
patients last November. But during the last several weeks, that has risen into the 
70s, and – as of yesterday, to 81 COVID-19 inpatients. So, Drinkwitz spoke about 
the impact of the current COVID-19 surge – and hospitalizations – on his 
community and hospital staff.

3. “Columbia’s Community Vaccine Clinics: ‘We Can Reach People Where They Are’”
In-depth health reporting
July 12, 2021
Aired at 5:00pm
4:00
Trina Teacutter is the nursing supervisor for Columbia/Boone County Public 
Health and Human Services. She spoke about how they have changed their tactics 
when it comes to vaccinations, and how “coming to people where they are” – 
though community-based vaccination clinics – is allowing them to reach more 
members of the community.



4.  “In SW Missouri: ‘It’s Becoming a Staffing Challenge to Take Care of the Rising 
Number of COVID Patients’ ”

In-depth health reporting
July 1, 2021
Aired at 5:00pm
4:00
Amanda Hedgpeth is the vice president of hospital operations for the CoxHealth 
Hospital System based in Springfield, as well as their assistant commander for 
COVID-19 response. She spoke about the current COVID-19 surge in Southwest 
Missouri, and about her concerns for her staff and community – as well as the rest 
of the state – if vaccination rates remain low and case numbers continue to rise.

5. “’With the Delta Variant, We Became a Hotspot, But Very Shortly Thereafter, 
Everybody Else Became a Hotspot’”

In-depth health reporting
August 30, 2021
Aired at 5:00pm
4:00 
Dr. Saima Memon is the Medical Director of the Critical Care Department for 
Mercy Hospital in Joplin, as well the medical director for Respiratory Therapy. 
For many weeks this summer, Joplin had one of the worst COVID-19 
hospitalization rates in the country. So, she took a look back at the early days of 
this summer’s delta variant-fueled COVID-19 surge.


