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Section 1: Issues

WECI has identified the following issues as significant and relevant to the local communities and 
listening audience:

Local Artists, Musicians, and Authors
Climate and Environmental Security
U.S. Security
Health
Economy
Immigration
Elections

Section 2: Responsive Programming

Issue: Local Artists, Musicians, and Authors

Sunday September 21st, 2019 -- 7pm. Duration: 60 minutes
Leave it to Cleaver: “Meghan Imhoff”
Host Steve Cleaver interviewed Meghan Imhoff, local writer who writes about parenting, nutrition, 
books, social psychology with an emphasis on local businesses, affairs, and people on her website 
ishmom.com. She went to Earlham College and hasn’t left Richmond since.

Wednesday September 4th, 2019 -- 2pm Duration: 8 minutes
Jazz Spectrum: “David Allee”
Jazz Spectrum host and Earlham alum, Howell Gatchell sat down with David Allee, director of the 
Indianapolis Jazz Festival. Gatchell and Allee discussed Indiana jazz history, Richmond's role in that 
history, and the line-up for the upcoming festival.

Sunday September 1st, 2019 -- 7pm. Duration: 60 minutes
Leave it to Cleaver: “Travis Poling”
Central Indiana poet and photographer Travis Poling sat down with host Steve Cleaver to discuss his 
work which focuses on the natural world through abstraction, plain speech, and pilgrimage.

Sunday June 1st, 2019 -- 7pm. Duration: 60 minutes



Leave it to Cleaver: “Ed DeLaPaz”
Ed DeLaPaz was featured in this program of Leave it To Cleaver. Ed will be presenting a workshop at 
WayneWrites on July 13th-"Panel to Panel-The Art of Storytelling". Ed DelaPaz is a Freelance Graphic 
Designer and Content Marketer for CityLife Studio LLC. By day, Ed is the Marketing Director for the 
Wayne County Area Chamber of Commerce. By night, Ed is an artist who has been reading Spider-Man 
comics since he was 8 years old.

Issue: Climate and Environmental Security

Monday, September 23, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 9 minutes
Democracy Now!: “This Is Our Time. This Is Our Future.” Voices from the Historic Youth 
Climate Strike in NYC”
As many as 4 million people around the world took to the streets Friday the 20th in the largest day of 
action focused on the climate crisis. Students across the globe led climate strikes in hundreds of countries, 
inspired by 16-year-old Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg. The demonstration kicked off in Foley 
Square, where tens of thousands of people gathered before the march. Varshini Prakash, co-founder and 
executive director of the Sunrise Movement, and climate activist Vic Barrett were among the handful of 
activists who addressed the climate strikers in Foley Square.

Monday, September 9, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 8 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Hurricane Dorian Was Fueled by Climate Change. Why Isn’t the 
Mainstream Media Making the Connection?”
At least 44 people are dead, and the number is expected to rise dramatically, as the Bahamas continues to 
reel from the devastation wrought by Hurricane Dorian last week. More than 70,000 on Grand Bahama 
and Abaco Islands have been left homeless, and hundreds, perhaps thousands, remain missing. As 
thousands continue to seek shelter and aid, the island nation has been described as “ground zero” for the 
climate crisis. Despite this, the mainstream media has largely omitted any mention of global warming in 
its coverage of the disaster. Democracy Now! Spoke with Allison Fisher, outreach director of Public 
Citizen’s Climate and Energy Program on this issue
. 
Thursday, September 5, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 16 minutes
Democracy Now!: “After DNC Rejects Climate Debate, Candidates Discuss Green New Deal, 
Environmental Justice at Forum”
Ten Democratic presidential hopefuls took to the stage in New York City the night of Wednesday the 4th 
for a climate town hall hosted by CNN. The event was held less than two weeks after the Democratic 
National Committee rejected a resolution that would have allowed candidates to participate in a debate 
focused on the climate crisis. For months, the Sunrise Movement and other environmental groups pushed 
the DNC to hold a climate debate, but the party refused. In this program, Democracy Now! hosted a 
roundtable with former EPA official Mustafa Ali, journalist Kate Aronoff and Sunrise Movement digital 
director Mattias Lehman.



Thursday, August 29, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 19 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Climate Activist Greta Thunberg Arrives in NYC to Fight “Biggest Crisis 
Humanity Has Ever Faced””
Following weeks of anticipation, Swedish climate justice activist Greta Thunberg arrived on the shores of 
Lower Manhattan on the afternoon of Wednesday the 28th, after a 15-day voyage across the Atlantic 
Ocean in an emissions-free yacht. She was welcomed on land by hundreds of supporters at the North 
Cove Marina. The 16-year-old climate activist is kickstarting a months-long tour of the Americas. For her 
first action, she will be joining New York students climate-striking outside the U.N. Friday morning. She 
will then take to the streets for a massive climate march in New York City on September 20, followed by 
two U.N. climate summits here. In December, she will attend the COP25 climate summit in Santiago, 
Chile. Democracy Now! hears highlights of Greta’s first speech and news conference upon arriving in 
New York City and speak to her father Svante, as well as New York youth climate activists Alexandria 
Villaseñor and Xiye Bastida.

Tuesday, August 27, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 23 minutes
Democracy Now!: ““Kochland”: How David Koch Helped Build an Empire to Shape U.S. 
Politics & Thwart Climate Action”
Billionaire conservative donor David Koch died Friday the 23rd at the age of 79 from prostate cancer. 
David Koch — who was worth some $42 billion — and his brother Charles poured massive amounts of 
money into funding climate change denial through conservative think tanks and politicians. The Koch 
brothers founded the political advocacy group Americans for Prosperity in 2004, which is credited with 
turning the “tea party” into a full-fledged political movement. They also backed “right-to-work” efforts, 
which aim to weaken labor rights and quash union membership. The brothers made their fortune running 
Koch Industries, the second-largest privately held company in the United States. Democracy Now! spoke 
with the business journalist Christopher Leonard, who just last week published a major new book 
examining the business dealings of the Koch brothers.

Friday, August 23, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 12 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Sen. Merkley on the Dangers of a New Nuclear Arms Race & Why He Backs 
the Green New Deal”
Fallout from the Trump administration’s decision to pull out of the landmark 1987 Intermediate-Range 
Nuclear Forces Treaty is mounting. Russian President Vladimir Putin has ordered his military to prepare 
for what he called a “symmetrical response” after the U.S. tested what it said was a nonnuclear cruise 
missile earlier this week. The U.S. launch was the first test of its kind since the Trump administration 
withdrew from the INF. Democracy Now! speak to Senator Jeff Merkley of Oregon about U.S. nuclear 
policy, as well as the Green New Deal, President Trump’s wish to buy Greenland and more.

Friday, August 9, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 7 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Supersizing Climate Change: U.N. Says Meat Production Destroys Land & 
Diminishes Key Water Sources”
The United Nations’ top panel of climate scientists warns that humans are consuming land and water 
resources at an unprecedented rate, with the destructive effects of the climate crisis increasingly 



threatening the planet’s biodiversity and the food security of hundreds of millions of people. In its latest 
climate change and land special report, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change warns that 
without dramatic action, extreme weather and rising temperatures will turn even more fertile land into 
desert, shrinking the global food supply, even as the world’s population rises to more than 7.5 billion 
people. The IPCC recommends dramatic reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, along with more 
efficient farming methods and a shift in diets away from dairy and meat — which produce vast amounts 
of methane and carbon dioxide while using large amounts of land. Democracy Now! spoke with Pamela 
McElwee, an associate professor in the Department of Human Ecology at the School of Environmental 
and Biological Sciences at Rutgers University and co-author of the IPCC report.

Wednesday, July 24, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 14 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Climate Change Is Impacting Every Aspect of Modern Life, But the Press 
Fails to “Connect the Dots””
July was slated to become the hottest month in recorded history, as extreme weather fueled by global 
warming wreaks havoc across the globe, from extreme heat waves in Europe and the U.S. to deadly 
monsoon flooding in South Asia. Severe rains have killed at least 660 people across India, Nepal, 
Bangladesh and Pakistan in a monsoon that is expected to continue throughout the week. A record heat 
wave is hitting Europe for the second time this summer, with Paris, Brussels and Amsterdam all at risk of 
hitting all-time high temperatures, and Spain facing the threat of severe fires. Democracy Now! spoke 
with climate scientist Michael Mann, a distinguished professor and director of the Earth System Science 
Center at Penn State University, about the latest weather extremes across the globe and how the media 
can responsibly cover climate change.

Monday, July 15, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 15 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Fossil Fuel Stooges” Pence & Trump Deny Climate Crisis as Deadly Rains 
Slam Louisiana & South Asia”
Ongoing heavy rain has killed at least 67 people in Nepal, 25 in India and 14 in Bangladesh as flooding 
from monsoons has displaced 1 million people in South Asia. 2019’s flooding in the region has been 
worse than ever before and is likely fueled by rising global temperatures, which have led to more extreme 
weather. Scientists warn that the risk of deadly floods is not over. In the United States, New Orleans 
residents managed to avoid the worst of Tropical Storm Barry, but 11 million people continued to be on 
flash flood warning as the storm slowly made its way through Louisiana over the weekend. President 
Trump has declared a state of emergency in Louisiana, where more than 60,000 remained without power 
on Sunday. Democracy Now! Spoke with Dahr Jamail, a staff reporter at Truthout and author of “The End 
of Ice: Bearing Witness and Finding Meaning in the Path of Climate Disruption.”

Issue: U.S. Security

Wednesday, September 25, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 23 minutes
Democracy Now!: ‘“We’ve Reached Critical Mass”: Rep. Al Green on Pelosi Vow to Impeach 
Trump for “Dastardly Deeds”’
Democratic House Speaker Nancy Pelosi launched a formal impeachment inquiry into President Trump 
following allegations from an intelligence community whistleblower that Trump sought help from 



Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky in a July 25 phone call to investigate Democratic presidential 
front-runner Joe Biden and his son Hunter. On Tuesday the 24th, the Republican-controlled Senate 
unanimously passed a nonbinding resolution calling for the Trump administration to release the 
whistleblower complaint to the House and Senate Intelligence Committees. Democracy Now! got a look 
at next steps with Congressmember Al Green, Democrat from Texas, who in 2017 was the first 
congressmember to call for President Trump’s impeachment from the floor of the House of 
Representatives. Democracy Now! also spoke with John Nichols, political writer for The Nation and 
author of the book, “The Genius of Impeachment: The Founders’ Cure for Royalism.”

Thursday, August 8, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 10 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Emergency Doctor to Trump: You Are Wrong, Mental Illness Is Not to 
Blame for Gun Violence Epidemic”
President Trump went to Dayton, Ohio, and El Paso, Texas, Wednesday, where he was met by hundreds 
of protesters condemning his presence after the mass shootings over the weekend, which killed at least 32 
people. Prior to his visits, Trump hinted at the need to strengthen background checks for gun purchases, 
and doubled down on what some healthcare professionals say is dangerous rhetoric linking illness to mass 
shootings. Numerous other political figures have pointed to mental illness as a contributing factor in mass 
shootings. From Montreal, Democracy Now! spoke with Dr. Megan Ranney, an associate professor of 
emergency medicine at Alpert Medical School, Brown University, and chief research officer of AFFIRM 
Research, a nonprofit focused on firearm injury reduction.

Monday, August 5, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 7 minutes
Democracy Now!: “After Dayton Shooting, Gun Violence Reporter Says Misogyny “Clear Link” 
Between Many Mass Shootings”
Over the span of 13 hours, the country was shaken by two mass shootings in El Paso, Texas, and Dayton, 
Ohio, where a total of 29 people were killed. Shortly before the attack, the El Paso gunman posted an 
anti-immigrant manifesto on the far-right message board 8chan, while there is still no clear motive for the 
Dayton shooting. Senator Bernie Sanders and other Democratic leaders are calling on Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell to hold a special session of the Senate to vote on two gun safety bills recently 
passed in the House. This all comes as the National Rifle Association is imploding. Democracy Now! 
spoke with Alex Yablon, a reporter at The Trace, a news outlet devoted to gun-related news.

Friday, July 5, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 1 hour
Democracy Now!: “An Hour with Noam Chomsky on Fascism, Nuclear Weapons, Climate 
Change, Julian Assange & More”
In April, hundreds of people packed into the Old South Church in Boston to hear the world-renowned 
dissident and linguist Noam Chomsky speak. In this hour-long special, Democracy Now! aired an excerpt 
of Chomsky’s speech and his on-stage interview with Amy Goodman.

Issue: Health



Tuesday, August 13, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 9 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Ibram X. Kendi: IQ Tests, SAT Scores and Other “Intelligence” Tests 
Propagate Racism”
Author and professor Ibram X. Kendi joined Democracy Now! to discuss his new book, “How to Be an 
Antiracist.” He talked about the racist development of intelligence tests that blatantly discriminate against 
people of color under a veneer of scientific objectivity. “Even when we talk about antiracism, when most 
people think of who needs to be an antiracist, they think of Southerners. They think of people who voted 
for Trump,” said Kendi. “They don’t think of people who are advocating for the maintenance of these 
tests, which are denying access to some of the best schools in New York City to black and Latino kids.”

Friday, August 2, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 8 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Ex-Health Insurance Exec: Industry Is Using Decades-Old Scare Tactics to 
Fight Medicare for All”
The Democratic presidential candidates remain deeply divided on how to expand healthcare to the tens of 
millions of Americans who are uninsured or underinsured. Senators Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth Warren 
have both pushed for abolishing private health insurance and establishing a Medicare for All system. 
Their rivals have pushed a number of different, more incremental approaches. During the first night of the 
latest debates, Sanders pointed out that the country has taken sweeping action before to expand health 
coverage to millions of Americans, referring to the 50th anniversary of the creation of Medicare and 
Medicaid. Democracy Now! spoke with Janet Golden, professor emerita at Rutgers University-Camden 
and a historian of U.S. medicine, and Wendell Potter, a former health insurance executive.

Wednesday, July 31, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 11 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Sanders & Warren Fight “Republican Talking Point” That Medicare for All 
Is About Reducing Coverage”
Ten Democratic presidential candidates took to the stage in Detroit, Michigan, on Tuesday night for the 
first of a two-night debate hosted by CNN. The debate began with an extended discussion on healthcare, 
where progressive candidates Senators Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth Warren defended their platforms of 
Medicare for All against more moderate candidates who argued this stance is political suicide. 
Democracy Now! spoke with Dr. Abdul El-Sayed, former Michigan gubernatorial candidate.

Friday, July 26, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 16 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Despite Faulty Drugs & Racist Implementation, Trump Is Bringing Back the 
Federal Death Penalty”
Attorney General William Barr announced Thursday that the federal government is resuming the death 
penalty after nearly two decades. The execution of five death row prisoners were immediately ordered 
beginning in December. There are currently 62 prisoners on federal death row, including white 
supremacist Dylann Roof, who murdered nine black worshipers at the historic Emanuel AME Church in 
June 2015, and Boston Marathon bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev. Federal prosecutors are expected to push 
for the death penalty in both cases. This news comes despite a growing movement opposing the death 
penalty in the United States. The United Nations has called for a global ban on the practice, and Amnesty 
International calls it “the ultimate cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment.” Democracy Now! spoke 



with Ruth Friedman, director of the Federal Capital Habeas Project, which coordinates representation, 
represents defendants and monitors federal death row.

Monday, July 22, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 4 minutes
Democracy Now!: “EPA Refuses to Ban Dangerous Pesticide Chlorpyrifos Linked to Brain 
Damage in Children”
The Environmental Protection Agency will not ban the widely used pesticide chlorpyrifos—even though 
the agency’s own research shows that it can cause brain damage in children. The substance is sold under 
the commercial name Lorsban and is banned for household use. But it’s still used by farmers on more 
than 50 fruit, nuts, cereal and vegetable crops. The announcement came Thursday the 18th. The Obama 
administration said it would ban the use of the toxic chemical in 2015, but the rule never took effect. It 
was suspended in 2017 by then-EPA head Scott Pruitt. Democracy Now! went to Seattle to speak with 
Patti Goldman, a managing attorney at Earthjustice who represented health and labor advocates in a 
lawsuit against the EPA’s original decision in 2017.

Issue: Economy

Wednesday, September 18, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 9 minutes
Democracy Now!: “UAW Strike Enters Day 3 as 50,000 Workers Demand GM to Share Its 
Billions in Profits”
As members of the United Auto Workers head into their third day of a nationwide strike, General Motors 
has cut off health insurance for the nearly 50,000 people on picket lines across the country demanding 
better working conditions and fair pay. The workers say GM continues to deny employees’ demands for 
better conditions and compensation despite leading the company to record profits following bankruptcy 
and a federal bailout. It’s the first company-wide strike against GM in 12 years. UAW had sought to have 
GM cover striking workers’ health insurance through the end of the month. In New York City, 
Democracy Now! spoke with Steven Greenhouse, veteran labor reporter formerly with The New York 
Times. His latest book is titled “Beaten Down, Worked Up: The Past, Present, and Future of American 
Labor.” His recent op-ed in The New York Times is headlined “The Autoworkers Strike Is Bigger Than 
G.M.”

Wednesday, July 17, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 21 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Amazon Workers Demand Fair Pay & Conditions as Company Continues 
Undercutting Rivals”
While online shoppers around the world flocked to Amazon’s mega-sale “Prime Day” this week, the retail 
giant faced growing outrage from protesters, workers and lawmakers for its unsafe working conditions 
and collaboration with Immigration and Customs Enforcement. Demonstrators in Seattle delivered a 
petition with over 270,000 signatures to Amazon headquarters demanding it stop exploiting workers and 
cooperating with ICE. Lawmakers, including Senator Bernie Sanders and Representative Ilhan Omar, co-
signed a letter to the Occupational Safety and Health Administration demanding a full investigation into 
Amazon’s workplace conditions on Tuesday, citing reports of Amazon workers facing severe physical 
and mental distress while on the job. Also on Tuesday, the House Judiciary Committee’s antitrust panel 
challenged an Amazon executive on allegations that the company competes against its own sellers. 



Democracy Now! spoke with Angeles Solis, lead organizer on the workplace justice team at Make the 
Road New York, and Stacy Mitchell, co-director of the Institute for Local Self-Reliance, who testified 
about Amazon Tuesday before a House Judiciary Subcommittee.

Tuesday, July 16, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 8 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Julián Castro Is Running for President & Supporting Striking Amazon & 
McDonald’s Workers”
Amid labor strikes against poor working conditions and low wages for Amazon and McDonald’s workers, 
Democracy Now! spoke with 2020 presidential candidate Julián Castro about workers’ rights, fair pay and 
where he stands on foreign policy, from China to Israel.

Issue: Immigration

Wednesday, July 10, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 13 minutes
Democracy Now!: “How the Climate Crisis Is Pushing Central Americans Out of Their Homes 
Toward the U.S.”
As the U.S. continues to crack down on migrants seeking asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border, Democracy 
Now! looked into one of the underreported driving factors leading people to flee their home countries: the 
climate crisis. John Carlos Frey, author of “Sand and Blood: America’s Stealth War on the Mexico 
Border,” spent time with Central American climate refugees traveling in a caravan toward the United 
States. He says, “If this drought continues, we’re looking at all-out famine from Central America. 
…That’s one of the major reasons why they’re coming. … The government doesn’t even acknowledge 
the fact that there is a climate crisis in Central America.”

Wednesday, July 3, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 22 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Border Agents Caught Posting Racist, Sexist Messages About Migrants & 
AOC in Secret Facebook Group”
Customs and Border Protection have opened an investigation into the posting of racist and xenophobic 
messages by current and former Border Patrol agents on a private Facebook group. More than 9,500 
people are part of the group, which was exposed by ProPublica on Monday. The Facebook group is filled 
with racist, homophobic, anti-immigrant and misogynistic content about migrants and asylum seekers, as 
well as public officials like Congressmember Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, who is depicted in a 
photoshopped image being sexually assaulted by President Trump. In another thread, members of the 
group made fun of a video of a man trying to carry a child through a rapid river in a plastic bag. Someone 
commented, “At least it’s already in a trash bag.” Democracy Now! spoke with ProPublica reporter A.C. 
Thompson, who broke the story.

Issue: Elections

Thursday, July 4, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 22 minutes



Democracy Now!:“Ta-Nehisi Coates: Reparations Are Not Just About Slavery But Also 
Centuries of Theft & Racial Terror”
Democracy Now! spoke with renowned writer Ta-Nehisi Coates on the lasting legacy of American 
slavery, how the national dialogue about reparations has progressed in the past five years and his 
testimony in favor of reparations at a historic hearing last month, in which he took direct aim at Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell. Coates says, “It is absolutely impossible to imagine America without 
enslavement.”

Tuesday, July 2, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 13 minutes
Democracy Now!: “New “Birther” Smear: Attacks on Kamala Harris Are Just the Latest in 
Trump Family’s Racist Record”
California senator and presidential candidate Kamala Harris is riding a new wave of momentum following 
her debate performance the week previous to this program when she challenged Joe Biden’s past history 
of working with segregationist lawmakers and his opposition to busing to integrate schools in the 1970s. 
While Harris has jumped in several opinion polls, there has also been a right-wing backlash online. 


