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Section 1: Issues

WECI has identified the following issues as significant and relevant to the local communities and 
listening audience:

Climate and Environmental Security
U.S. Security
Health
Civil Rights
Elections
Economy

Section 2: Responsive Programming

Issue: Climate and Environmental Security

Monday, April 15th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 20 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Bill McKibben: Green New Deal Is a Chance to ‘Remake Not Just a Broken 
Planet, But a Broken Society’”
President Trump signed two executive orders last week to facilitate the approval of pipeline projects at a 
federal level, limiting states’ ability to regulate such projects. The move is intended in part to clear the 
way for permitting on the northeastern Constitution pipeline, which has stalled after New York invoked 
the Clean Water Act to reject the project on environmental grounds. Democracy Now! spoke with Bill 
McKibben, co-founder of 350.org and the author of the new book “Falter: Has the Human Game Begun 
to Play Itself Out?”

Thursday, April 18th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 6 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Noam Chomsky: The Green New Deal Is Exactly the Right Idea”
Supporters of the Green New Deal are launching a nationwide tour Thursday the 18th to build support for 
the congressional resolution to transform the U.S. economy through funding renewable energy while 
ending U.S. carbon dioxide emissions by 2030. Democracy Now! spoke with Noam Chomsky about the 
Green New Deal and the lessons of the old New Deal in Boston the previous week.

Saturday, May 4th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 50 minutes
Commonwealth: “Sea Changes: Why Oceans Play a Bigger Role in Climate Than You Think”
This program was a conversation on the health and future of our oceans with Sara Aminzadeh, a 
commissioner with the California Coastal Commission; Ken Caldeira, a scientist with the Department of 



Global Ecology at the Carnegie Institution for Science; and Daniela Fernandez, founder, and CEO of the 
Sustainable Ocean Alliance.

Monday, May 13th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 8 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Arundhati Roy: Capitalism Is a “Form of Religion” Stopping Solutions to 
Climate Change & Inequality”
As 1 million species face extinction due to human activity and the globe faces a growing climate crisis, 
this program featured world-renowned author Arundhati Roy who spoke about the threat capitalism poses 
to the future of life on Earth. Roy says that those most responsible for creating the climate crisis “will see 
to it that they profit from the solution that they propose.”

Thursday, May 16th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 9 minutes
Democracy Now!: “The World Just Took a Major Step to Curb Plastic Pollution, But the U.S. 
Refused to Join Effort”
Nearly every country in the world except the United States took a historic step to curb plastic waste the 
week prior when more than 180 nations agreed to add plastic to the Basel Convention, a treaty that 
regulates the movement of hazardous materials between countries. The U.S. is one of just two countries 
that has not ratified the 30-year-old treaty. During negotiations last week in Geneva, the Environmental 
Protection Agency and State Department joined the plastics industry in trying to thwart the landmark 
legally binding agreement. Despite this, the United States will still be affected by the agreement, because 
countries will be able to block the dumping of mixed or unrecyclable plastic wastes from other nations. 
The amended treaty will make it much more difficult for wealthy countries to send their plastic waste to 
poorer nations by prohibiting countries from exporting plastic waste that is not ready for recycling. The 
U.N. estimates there are 100 million tons of plastic waste in the world’s oceans. Democracy Now spoke 
with Pam Miller, co-chair of the International Pollutants Elimination Network and executive director of 
Alaska Community Action on Toxics.

Tuesday, June 11th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 17 minutes
Democracy Now!:“‘We Are Facing an Existential Crisis’: Gov. Inslee Slams DNC for Refusing 
to Hold Climate Debate”
The Democratic National Committee is facing criticism after rejecting calls to host a debate solely 
focused on the climate crisis and for threatening to blacklist any candidate who takes part in a non-DNC 
debate on the issue. DNC Chair Tom Perez told climate activists that it is not practical to hold debates on 
specific issues. Featured in this broadcast was Washington Governor Jay Inslee, who was the first 
Democratic presidential candidate to call for a climate-focused debate. He’s accusing the DNC of 
attempting to silence the voices of those who want to debate climate solutions. “This is our last chance to 
defeat climate change,” Inslee said. “We will not have another chance after the next administration. We 
will either act now, or it will be cataclysm.”

Issue: U.S. Security

Tuesday, April 9th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 11 minutes
Democracy Now!: Stephen Miller’s Uncle: Trump’s Anti-Immigrant Comments Demonize 
Asylum Seekers & Stir Racist Hatred



As his administration intensifies anti-immigrant policies at the border, President Trump has reportedly put 
adviser Stephen Miller in charge of the administration’s immigration policy. The Wall Street Journal 
reports Miller has backed the reinstatement of Trump’s family separation policy and has been pushing 
officials at the Homeland Security and Justice Departments to “get in line” with a more hard-line 
immigration approach. This news comes as Trump told the Republican Jewish Coalition leadership 
Saturday, “Our country’s full. What can you do? We can’t handle any more. Our country is full.” 
Democracy Now spoke with Stephen Miller’s uncle, Dr. David Glosser, who says Trump’s comments 
echo the rhetoric of Nazi Germany. Glosser is a retired neuropsychologist and former faculty member at 
Boston University School of Medicine and Jefferson Medical College

Tuesday, April 9th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 7 minutes
Democracy Now!: Trump Purges DHS Leadership, Threatening to Make Immigration Policies 
Even More Draconian
President Trump is intensifying a crackdown on immigration as he purges the leadership of the 
Department of Homeland Security. On Sunday the 7th, DHS Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen was forced out 
after reportedly resisting a move by Trump to revive his family separation policy at the U.S. southern 
border. Nielsen had overseen Trump’s “zero-tolerance” family separation policy last year and came under 
fire by Democrats for lying to Congress about the policy, as well as for withholding information on 
children who died in U.S. custody. On Monday, the White House announced Secret Service Director 
Randolph “Tex” Alles had also been removed from his position. Meanwhile, Trump has withdrawn the 
nomination of Ronald Vitiello to head Immigration and Customs Enforcement, indicating he wasn’t 
“tough” enough for the role. Trump has named Customs and Border Protection Commissioner Kevin 
McAleenan acting DHS secretary. McAleenan reportedly was open to reinstating a form of family 
separation in which families would have to choose between being separated or being taken into long-term 
detention with their children. Democracy Now spoke with Erika Andiola, the chief advocacy officer for 
RAICES, the Refugee and Immigrant Center for Education and Legal Services.

Friday, April 19th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 44 minutes
Democracy Now!: The Mueller Report: Glenn Greenwald vs. David Cay Johnston on Trump-
Russia Ties, Obstruction & More
The Justice Department has released a redacted version of special counsel Robert Mueller’s 448-page 
report detailing Russian meddling in the 2016 election, the Trump campaign’s contacts with Russia and 
President Trump’s attempts to impede the special counsel’s investigation. The report states the campaign 
“expected it would benefit electorally from information stolen and released through Russian efforts,” but 
Mueller concluded, “the investigation did not establish that members of the Trump campaign conspired or 
coordinated with the Russian government in its election interference activities.” Mueller also outlined at 
least 10 instances where Trump attempted to impede the special counsel’s investigation, but Mueller 
came to no definitive conclusion on whether Trump broke the law by obstructing justice. In the report, 
Mueller suggests that this is a decision for Congress to make. Democracy Now hosted a debate on the 
report’s findings between two Pulitzer Prize-winning journalists: Glenn Greenwald of The Intercept and 
David Cay Johnston, who has covered Donald Trump since the 1980s. His most recent book is “It’s Even 
Worse Than You Think: What the Trump Administration Is Doing to America.”

Wednesday, April 24th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 12 minutes
Democracy Now!: Supreme Court Appears Set to OK Census Citizenship Question Despite Risk 
of Undercounting Millions
The U.S. Supreme Court heard arguments Tuesday in a case challenging the Trump administration’s 
plans to include a citizenship question on the 2020 census. Voting rights activists fear that adding the 



question will deter immigrants from participating in the census and lead to a vast undercount in states 
with large immigrant communities. Census officials have estimated 6.5 million people will not respond to 
the census if the citizenship question is added.

Tuesday, April 30th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 7 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Former DHS Analyst: Trump Administration Not Taking White Nationalist 
Threat Seriously Enough”
To talk about the rise of white supremacist violence and the Trump administration’s response, Democracy 
Now spoke to Daryl Johnson, a former senior analyst in the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. In 
2009, Johnson authored a report warning about the increasing dangers of violent right-wing extremism in 
the United States, sparking a political firestorm in the process. Under pressure from Republican 
lawmakers and popular talk show hosts, DHS ultimately repudiated Johnson’s paper.

Friday, May 10th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 9 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Explosive Investigation Uncovers Greed & Infighting at NRA, Shattering 
‘Myth’ of the Group’s Power”
Is the National Rifle Association imploding? As the nation grieves over another deadly school shooting, 
Democracy Now explored at how internal turmoil inside the NRA threatens the future of the gun lobbying 
group. A major new report published by The Trace in partnership with The New Yorker finds that while 
the NRA has blamed its recent financial woes on left-wing attacks on the Second Amendment, the real 
damage to the organization comes from within. Chief among the NRA’s problems is its three-decade-old 
relationship with Oklahoma-based public relations firm Ackerman McQueen. The firm, which is behind 
the NRA’s imaging, messaging and most of its initiatives, was paid more than $40 million in 2017. 
Democracy Now spoke with Mike Spies, staff writer at The Trace.

Monday, June 3rd, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 17 minutes
Democracy Now!:  “Iraq Combat Veteran: Pardon of War Criminals Sends Disturbing Message 
to U.S. Military”
President Trump is considering pardoning American military members convicted of war crimes. One of 
the requests for a pardon is reportedly for Navy SEALs Special Operations Chief Edward Gallagher, who 
is facing charges of shooting unarmed civilians and killing a wounded captive teenage fighter by stabbing 
him with a knife and then staging a re-enlistment ceremony over the dead teen’s body. On Thursday, a 
military judge in San Diego ordered Gallagher free from custody, citing prosecutorial misconduct in his 
murder trial for war crimes. The court has yet to rule on whether to remove prosecutors or to throw out 
the case entirely. One of the attorneys for Gallagher also represents the Trump Organization. Republican 
Congressmember Duncan Hunter, one of Gallagher’s most vocal supporters, recently admitted in a 
podcast to killing hundreds of civilians while serving in the U.S. military during his deployment to 
Fallujah, Iraq, in 2004. This comes as Trump may also consider a pardon request for Blackwater 
contractor Nicholas Slatten, who was twice found guilty of first-degree murder in the deadly 2007 Nisoor 
Square massacre in Baghdad, which killed 14 unarmed Iraqi civilians. Democracy Now speak with 
Waitman Wade Beorn, a combat veteran of Iraq and a Holocaust and genocide studies historian. In a May 
9, 2019, opinion column in The Washington Post, headlined “”I led a platoon in Iraq. Trump is wrong to 
pardon war criminals.”

Saturday, June 22nd, 2019 -- s pm. Duration: 69 minutes
Commonwealth Club: Rep. Adam Schiff, Chair of the House Intelligence Committee



With broad power and jurisdiction, Schiff’s committee oversees the nation’s intelligence agencies, from 
components of the Departments of Defense and Homeland Security, Justice, and the CIA. While his 
investigations and public comments have made him one of the president’s favorite Twitter targets, Schiff 
has defended them as vital to American security.

Wednesday, June 26th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 6 minutes
Democracy Now!: Juan González: There Are Refugees in Desperate Need of Help in Airports 
Across the United States
Co-host Juan González was at the Dallas/Fort Worth airport this past Sunday, where he encountered 
Central American refugee families recently released from detention centers. The families, who were from 
Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras, had been left there by Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
without guidance or a translator to help them navigate their flight information. The families were likely 
traveling to cities where they could reunite with loved ones already in living in the U.S. In the case of the 
Guatemalan families, most of them didn’t speak Spanish, but indigenous languages. None of them spoke 
English. They had no money and received no assistance from American Airlines employees. Several 
airport staff, mostly maintenance workers and others, said they have been trying to assist the stranded 
Central American refugees, providing them with food, blankets, and other aid. This is a common scene at 
major airports around the country.

Wednesday, June 26th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 15 minutes
Democracy Now!: Trump Admin Moves 100 Migrant Kids Back to “Child Jail” Despite Concern 
over Inhumane Conditions
The Department of Homeland Security has moved 100 migrant children back to a Border Patrol facility in 
Clint, Texas, where infants and toddlers have been locked up without adequate food, water, sanitation or 
medical care, with older children having to care for the younger ones. Around 300 kids were removed 
from the facility Monday following widespread outrage over the reports, but Customs and Border 
Protection said some of the children are being sent back, claiming that the facility is no longer 
overcrowded. Lawyers who recently visited the facility described a scene of chaos and sickness, with 
children unable to shower or change into clean clothes for weeks on end. Democracy Now spoke with 
Clara Long, the senior researcher at Human Rights Watch. She was part of the monitoring team that 
visited Border Patrol facilities last week, including Clint.

Issue: Health

Tuesday, April 2nd, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 11 minutes
Democracy Now!: “‘The Status Quo Is Not Sustainable’: How Medicare for All Would Fill Gaps 
in Obamacare Coverage”
As Trump attacks the Affordable Care Act, Democracy Now looked into the growing case for Medicare 
for all. More than 100 Democratic lawmakers co-sponsored a House bill last month to dramatically 
revamp healthcare in the United States by creating a Medicare-for-all system funded by the federal 
government. The bill would expand Medicare to include dental, vision and long-term care, while making 
the federally run health program available to all Americans. It would also eliminate health insurance 
premiums, copayments, and deductibles. Democracy Now! spoke with Dr. Adam Gaffney, president of 
Physicians for a National Health Program, which has endorsed the measure.

Thursday, May 16th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 9 minutes



Democracy Now!: “As EPA Insists Weed Killer Roundup Is Safe, a Jury Orders Monsanto to 
Pay $2B to Couple with Cancer”
U.S. agribusiness giant Monsanto has been ordered to pay its highest damages yet in a massive lawsuit 
over the popular weed killer Roundup. A jury ordered Monsanto to pay more than $2 billion in punitive 
damages to Alva and Alberta Pilliod, a couple who were both diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma 
cancer after using Roundup on their properties for decades. Monsanto is owned by German 
pharmaceutical giant Bayer. The main ingredient in the weed killer Roundup, glyphosate, is said to cause 
the cancer. Attorneys estimate that there are thousands of similar cases against Roundup pending in courts 
around the country. Last year, a jury in California ordered Monsanto to pay $289 million in damages to a 
school groundskeeper who developed cancer after regularly using Roundup. The 46-year-old man, 
Dewayne Johnson, also has non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. The EPA said that glyphosate is not carcinogenic, 
but other scientific studies and the World Health Organization have found that human exposure can, in 
fact, lead to cancer. 

Friday, May 17th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration:  8 minutes
Democracy Now!: “What Does a Post-Roe America Look Like? As Anti-Choice Laws Multiply, 
Many Already Are Living in It”
Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer issued what many considered a dire warning from the bench the 
week of the 17th, implying that Roe v. Wade—the landmark ruling that recognizes the constitutional right 
to an abortion—is in danger. He wrote the comments in a dissent for an unrelated case in which the court 
voted to overturn a 40-year-old precedent. Breyer wrote, “Today’s decision can only cause one to wonder 
which cases the Court will overrule next.” Democracy Now! interviewed journalist Robin Marty about 
what a post-Roe America would look like and how many people are already cut off from abortion access 
across the country.

Friday, May 17th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 26 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Meet the Alabama Doctor Who Could Face 99 Years in Prison for Providing 
Abortions Under New Law”
Alabama Governor Kay Ivey signed the nation’s most restrictive abortion ban into law on Wednesday, 
effectively banning the procedure except in cases where a pregnant person’s life is at serious risk. The law 
does not make exceptions in cases of rape or incest, and doctors could face 99 years in prison for 
performing abortions. This program featured Dr. Yashica Robinson, the medical director of the Alabama 
Women’s Center for Reproductive Alternatives, one of only three clinics left in the state that offer 
patients abortion services. She is one of only two abortion providers living and working in Alabama. 
Under the new Alabama law, she could spend the rest of her life in prison for doing her job.

Wednesday, May 29th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration:  12 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Missouri’s Last Abortion Clinic Faces Imminent Closure. Meet One of the 
OB-GYNs Fighting Back” 
Planned Parenthood says that Missouri’s health department is threatening not to renew its license over a 
series of unreasonable demands, including interviewing seven of the clinic’s doctors. Dr. Colleen 
McNicholas, an abortion provider at the clinic, told reporters, “This is harassment and attempted 
intimidation of doctors at the highest levels of government.” Missouri is one of six states in the country 
with just one abortion clinic left. If it fails to renew the license by May 31, it will become the first state 
without any abortion services since Roe v. Wade recognized the constitutional right to an abortion in 
1973. Planned Parenthood has filed a lawsuit to stop the clinic’s closure. A hearing is scheduled for this 
afternoon in St. Louis. This comes less than a week after Missouri’s Republican Governor Mike Parson 



signed a law banning abortions at eight weeks of pregnancy, with no exceptions in cases of rape or incest. 
The law will trigger a total ban if Roe v. Wade is overturned.

Thursday, May 30th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 12 minutes
Democracy Now!: “In Landmark Opioid Trial, Oklahoma Accuses Johnson & Johnson of Being 
Drug ‘Kingpin’ Fueled by Greed”
For the first time, a pharmaceutical company is on trial for its role in the opioid crisis in Oklahoma this 
week. Johnson & Johnson—the corporate giant better known for its baby products—produces a fentanyl 
patch and previously also manufactured an opioid pill. In opening statements Tuesday, lawyers made a 
sweeping case against the company, accusing it of driving demand for opioids while the drug-ravaged 
Oklahoma. The state says Johnson & Johnson targeted children and veterans to sell opioids. In court 
filings, Attorney General Mike Hunter likened Johnson & Johnson to a “kingpin” that has been targeting 
an unsuspecting public since the 1990s. Purdue Pharma settled with Oklahoma in March for $270 million, 
and Teva Pharmaceuticals reached an $85 million settlement deal Sunday, just ahead of the landmark 
trial. This leaves Johnson & Johnson as the only defendant in the first civil trial of its kind. The trial is 
expected to last two months and will set the stage for the nearly 1,900 federal and state lawsuits targeting 
drugmakers and distributors pending around the country

Issue: Civil Rights

Tuesday, April 9th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 8 minutes
Democracy Now!: Kirstjen Nielsen’s Cruel Legacy: Outgoing DHS Secretary Proudly Separated 
Families & Caged Children
Department of Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen has been forced out of her role at the helm 
of President Trump’s immigration policy after reportedly resisting a move by the president to revive his 
family separation policy at the U.S. border. This program examined Nielsen’s legacy with Renée Feltz, a 
Democracy Now correspondent and producer who has long reported on the criminalization of immigrants, 
family detention and the business of detention. Nielsen oversaw Trump’s “zero-tolerance” family 
separation policy last year and came under fire by Democrats for lying to Congress about the policy, as 
well as for withholding information on children who died in U.S. custody. At least two children died 
under Nielsen’s leadership: 8-year-old Felipe Alonzo Gómez and 7-year-old Jakelin Caal Maquín.

Friday, April 26th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 12 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Planned Parenthood President: Trump’s ‘Pro-Life’ Agenda Is Killing 
Thousands in the U.S. and Globally”
A second federal judge blocked a gag rule that would have stripped federal funding known as Title X for 
Planned Parenthood and other clinics that refer patients for abortions or even mention abortion as an 
option. The judge’s ruling halts the rule, which was announced by President Trump in February and was 
scheduled to go into effect on May 3. Washington state Federal Judge Stanley Bastian ruled against the 
changes to Title X funding Thursday, saying they would require clinics “to face a Hobson’s choice that 
harms patients as well as the providers.” This came two days after an Oregon judge issued a preliminary 
injunction to stop the gag order from going into effect, calling the rule a “ham-fisted approach to public 
health policy.” Title X covers non-abortion services like STD prevention, cancer screenings and 
contraception, and provides over $280 million in funding for 4 million mostly low-income women every 
year. Democracy Now! spoke with the president of Planned Parenthood, Dr. Leana Wen. She says the gag 
rule would force doctors “to compromise the oath that we took to serve our patients.”



Wednesday, May 8th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 10 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Cecile Richards: Georgia’s New ‘Fetal Heartbeat’ Bill Criminalizes Women 
Who Seek Abortions”
Georgia’s Republican Governor Brian Kemp signed into law Tuesday the 7th a six-week abortion ban or 
so-called fetal heartbeat law, that bans abortions once a fetal heartbeat can be detected—something that 
typically happens just six weeks into a pregnancy and before many women realize they’re pregnant. It is 
now one of the country’s most restrictive abortion laws. “It doesn’t just make abortion illegal,” says 
Cecile Richards, former head of Planned Parenthood. “It basically would allow women to be convicted 
and either sentenced to death or to life imprisonment in Georgia.” She noted the real medical crisis for 
women in Georgia and nationwide is maternal mortality.

Friday, May 10th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 6 minutes
Democracy Now!: “‘We Have No Reason to Trust the Police’: Sandra Bland Arrest Video 
Reignites Anger over Her Death”
The family of Sandra Bland is calling for authorities to reopen the investigation into her death. The 28-
year-old African-American woman died in a Texas jail cell in 2015, three days after she was arrested for 
allegedly failing to signal a lane change. Authorities have claimed Sandra Bland committed suicide while 
in jail by hanging herself with a garbage bag, but her family has long rejected this claim. On Monday the 
6th of May, the Dallas TV station WFAA aired cellphone video filmed by Bland capturing the moment 
when she was pulled over. In the 39-second video, you can see the officer, Brian Encinia, drawing his 
stun gun and saying, “I will light you up.”

Wednesday, May 15th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 18 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Alabama Passes Near-Total Ban on Abortion as Part of ‘Stealth Campaign’ 
to Overturn Roe v. Wade”
Alabama lawmakers voted to effectively ban abortion Tuesday, passing the most restrictive anti-choice 
law in the country in a direct challenge to Roe v. Wade. The bill, approved by the Senate Tuesday and the 
Alabama House last month, bans abortions at all phases. Doctors could face up to 99 years in prison for 
performing abortions. The bill’s only exception is grave risk to the mother’s life—not cases of rape and 
incest. The legislation is now heading to the desk of anti-choice Republican Governor Kay Ivey, and 
many expect she’ll sign it. Opponents say they’ll challenge the bill in court should it become law, but this 
is precisely the point. Architects behind the legislation want to use it to challenge Roe v. Wade, which 
recognizes the constitutional right to an abortion.

May 21st, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 14 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Detained, Abused & Denied Medical Care: How Trump Immigration 
Policies Led to Child Deaths at Border”
A 16-year-old Guatemalan boy died in U.S. custody Monday the 20th after spending a week in 
immigration jail. Carlos Gregorio Hernandez Vasquez was found dead at a Border Patrol station at 
Weslaco, Texas, just one day after being diagnosed with the flu. He was not hospitalized. This marks the 
fifth death of a Guatemalan child apprehended by Border Patrol since December. Before last year, it had 
been more than a decade since a child died in the custody of U.S. immigration officials. In this program 
Democracy Now! spoke with Fernando Garcia, the founding director of the Border Network for Human 
Rights, an advocacy organization based in El Paso, and Jennifer Harbury, a longtime human rights lawyer 
based in the Rio Grande Valley, Texas.



May 22nd, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 16 minutes
Democracy Now!: “How ICE Is Using Solitary Confinement to Punish Asylum Seekers, 
Including LGBT & Disabled Immigrants”
Since 2012, ICE has used solitary confinement as a routine punishment for thousands of immigrants and 
asylum seekers locked up in immigration jails across the country. This program examined new, damning 
investigation by the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists that has revealed this 
widespread abusive use of solitary confinement in immigration jails overseen by U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement. The United Nations special rapporteur on torture says solitary confinement should 
only be used in exceptional circumstances, and defines extended use of solitary as “inhuman and 
degrading treatment.” Despite this, a review of more than 8,400 reports of solitary confinement in ICE 
detention found that immigration officers repeatedly used isolation cells to punish gay, transgender and 
disabled immigrants for their identities and to target other jailed immigrants for actions like kissing 
consensually or hunger striking. Almost a third of the people held in solitary confinement suffered from 
mental illness. In at least 373 cases, immigrants were put in isolation for being potentially suicidal. In 
nearly 200 instances, immigrants were held in solitary confinement for more than six months. The 
investigation is called “Solitary Voices.” Democracy Now! spoke with one of its lead authors, Spencer 
Woodman.

Wednesday, May 29th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 10 minutes
Democracy Now!: “ACLU Lawyer: ‘Abortion Today Is Still Legal in All 50 States’ Despite 
Draconian Anti-Choice Bills”
As states around the country ramp up their attacks on reproductive rights, the Supreme Court on Tuesday 
declined to rule on an Indiana law that would bar abortions based on the sex, race or disability of the 
fetus. The decision will keep in place a lower court’s injunction on the measure. However, the Supreme 
Court decided to allow Indiana’s so-called fetal burial law to go into effect, which stipulates that abortion 
clinics must dispose of fetal remains either through burial or cremation. The measure was signed into law 
by then-Governor Mike Pence in 2016. Democracy Now! spoke with Alexa Kolbi-Molinas, senior staff 
attorney at the ACLU Reproductive Freedom Project, about the significance of the Supreme Court 
decision and the growing threat to Roe v. Wade. “What’s happening this year is definitely a national and 
concerted effort by politicians, who have really been emboldened by President Trump’s anti-abortion 
agenda, to really ratchet it up a notch and now take direct aim at Roe v. Wade with abortion bans,” she 
said.

Wednesday, June 5th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 10 minutes
Democracy Now!: “‘We’re Left to Defend Ourselves on the Margins’: 8 Black Trans Women 
Have Been Murdered This Year”
The body of 26-year-old Chynal Lindsey was recovered Saturday the 1st from a lake in Northeast Dallas. 
Police said they are investigating her death as a homicide. Chynal is the third transgender black woman 
killed in Dallas since October, including the high-profile death of Muhlaysia Booker just two weeks ago. 
Another Dallas trans woman was stabbed multiple times in April but survived. Trans rights activists say 
the violence in Dallas is indicative of the larger threat to black transgender women. At least eight black 
trans women have been murdered in the U.S. this year. According to the Human Rights Campaign, at 
least 26 transgender murders were recorded last year, although it’s likely the actual number is higher; the 
majority of those were black transgender women. Democracy Now spoke with Ashlee Marie Preston, a 
media personality and civil rights activist. She made history as the first transgender editor-in-chief of a 
national publication—Wear Your Voice magazine—as well as the first openly trans person to run for 
state office in California. She says, “Our law enforcement are looking at black trans women as women 
who are breaking the law, instead of looking at the laws that are breaking black trans women.”



Monday, June 17th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 30 minutes
Democracy Now!: “‘16 Shots’: Chicago Police Killing of Laquan McDonald Exposed a System 
Built on Lies”
The documentary “16 Shots” examines the 2014 murder of African-American teenager Laquan 
McDonald in Chicago and the attempt by the city’s police department to cover up the events. McDonald, 
who was 17, was shot 16 times by former police officer Jason Van Dyke. Van Dyke was found guilty in 
2018 of second-degree murder and sentenced to six years and nine months in prison for McDonald’s 
murder. He was also found guilty on 16 counts of aggravated battery—one count for each of the 16 
bullets he fired at McDonald. The film is screening on Showtime. Democracy Now! spoke with Rick 
Rowley, the director of “16 Shots.”

Wednesday, June 19th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 12 minutes
Democracy Now!: “‘I Thought We Were Going to Be Executed’: Police Held Family at 
Gunpoint After 4-Year-Old Took Doll”
An African-American family is suing the city of Phoenix, Arizona after police held them at gunpoint 
because their 4-year-old daughter had allegedly taken a doll from a Family Dollar store. In a video that 
has since gone viral, officers point guns and yell at the family, and one officer even threatens to shoot the 
4-year-old girl’s father, Dravon Ames, in the face. The girl’s mother, Iesha Harper, is heard saying she is 
unable to hold her hands up because she is holding a child and that she is pregnant. Phoenix’s mayor and 
police chief have both apologized for what happened and criticized how the police officers handled the 
situation. Activists in Phoenix say this is just the latest incident in a police department plagued by issues 
of police violence and killings. Last year, the city had 44 police shootings, nearly double that of the 
previous year, and led the nation in police shootings among cities of its size. In this program, Democracy 
Now spoke with Dravon Ames and Iesha Harper, as well as a family spokesperson, Rev. Jarrett Maupin. 
On Monday, the couple filed a $10 million lawsuit against the city.

Friday, June 21s, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 19 minutes
Democracy Now!: “‘Somebody Is Going to Die’: Lawyer Describes Chaos, Illness & Danger at 
Migrant Child Jail in Texas”
Outrage has been sparked over a shocking Associated Press report published late the previous week 
revealing that at least 250 migrant infants, children, and teenagers have been locked up for nearly a month 
without adequate food, water or sanitation at a Border Patrol station in Clint, Texas, near the city of El 
Paso. Lawyers who visited the facility described a scene of chaos and sickness, with children unable to 
shower or change into clean clothes for weeks on end. The AP report came the same week that the Trump 
administration argued in federal court that the government is not required to provide toothbrushes, soap or 
beds to children detained at the border, and as other reports found similarly squalid conditions at a 
number of immigration jails. Democracy Now! spoke with Warren Binford, a lawyer who interviewed 
children detained at the Clint, Texas, facility.

Monday, June 24th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 18 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Japanese-American Internment Survivors Protest Plan to Jail Migrant Kids 
at WWII Prison Camp”
Democracy Now was there when five Japanese-American elders, survivors of U.S. internment camps, 
engaged in civil disobedience Saturday outside the Fort Sill Army post in Oklahoma, where the Trump 
administration plans to indefinitely detain 1,400 immigrant and refugee children starting next month. Fort 
Sill was an internment camp for 700 Japanese-American men in 1942. It was one of more than 70 sites 



where the U.S. government incarcerated about 120,000 Japanese Americans during World War II, 
including one of 14 U.S. Army bases. President Obama first used Fort Sill in 2014 to detain migrant 
children seeking asylum from violence in Central America. Descendants of internment camp survivors 
were also present at the peaceful protest. Democracy Now features a video report from Fort Sill and speak 
with Mike Ishii, co-chair of Tsuru for Solidarity. Ishii was at Fort Sill Army Base Saturday and helped 
organize the act.

Issue: Elections

Tuesday, April 2nd, 2019 --3 pm. Duration: 7 minutes
Democracy Now!: “‘The System Is Rigged’: Democrats Drop Corporate and PAC Money Amid 
Pressure from Progressives”
This program took a look at the growing push for lawmakers to refuse money from corporate political 
action committees, as more than half of the Democrats newly elected to Congress have vowed not to 
accept such donations. Democracy Now spoke with Congressmember Nydia Velázquez of New York, a 
long-term legislator who has stopped taking corporate PAC donations. “In order to return trust [to] our 
democratic institutions, we need to … allow for the voters to feel that their voices are heard and that they 
don’t have to write a big check in order to gain access into our congressional offices,” she says.

April 18th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 11 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Chomsky: By Focusing on Russia, Democrats Handed Trump a ‘Huge Gift’ 
& Possibly the 2020 Election”
As Attorney General William Barr releases Robert Mueller’s long-anticipated report into Russian 
interference in the 2016 election, Democracy Now spoke with world-renowned political dissident, linguist 
and author Noam Chomsky about what he sees as the political perils of “Russiagate.”

Wednesday, April 24th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 10 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Joseph Stiglitz: Elizabeth Warren & Bernie Sanders Want to Make the 
Economy Work for All Americans”
As the 2020 election race barrels forward with nearly 20 Democratic candidates, Democracy Now spoke 
with Nobel Prize-winning economist Joseph Stiglitz about the policy platforms of progressive hopefuls 
Elizabeth Warren and Bernie Sanders, including Warren’s plan to break up big tech companies and cancel 
student debt and Sanders’s commitment to democratic socialism, which Stiglitz compares to “what in 
Europe is called social democracy, sometimes called the welfare state.”

Wednesday, April 24th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 7 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Bernie Sanders Spurs Debate on Prisoner Voting Rights, But the Idea Is 
‘Not as Radical as It Seems’”
Presidential candidate and Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders said at a town hall Monday that he believed 
in restoring voting rights for prisoners, sparking a national discussion about re-enfranchisement for the 
more than 2 million Americans behind bars. Presidential hopeful Pete Buttigieg has spoken out against 
prisoner voting rights, while Senator Elizabeth Warren said “I’m not there yet” on the issue. Senator 
Kamala Harris said “there has to be serious consequence for the most extreme types of crimes,” 
referencing her background as a prosecutor.



Thursday, April 25th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 17 minutes
Democracy Now!: “From Crime Bill to Iraq War Vote, Biden’s Legislative History Under 
Scrutiny as He Enters Race”
Former Vice President Joe Biden has entered the 2020 race for the White House, becoming the 20th 
Democrat to seek the nomination in the largest and most diverse field of Democratic candidates ever to 
run for president. Biden will face scrutiny for his long and checkered record in the coming weeks, 
including his 1994 crime bill, that helped fuel mass incarceration with financial incentives to keep people 
behind bars, and his handling of Anita Hill’s sexual harassment allegations against Supreme Court justice 
nominee Clarence Thomas in 1991. Biden is also known for close ties to the financial industry and voting 
to authorize the U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003.

Wednesday, May, 22nd, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 20 minutes
Democracy Now!: “‘We Don’t Want a Monarchy’: Rep. Al Green Says Democrats Have No 
Choice But to Impeach Trump”
A growing number of House Democrats are calling on Speaker Nancy Pelosi to launch an impeachment 
inquiry against President Trump. Pelosi has called for a closed-door special caucus meeting the morning 
of the 22nd to discuss the impeachment question, which has deeply divided House Democrats. The House 
speaker has long opposed opening an impeachment inquiry, arguing that focusing on impeachment could 
hurt the chances of Democrats winning in the 2020 election. But she is facing growing pushback from 
other members of the House as President Trump continues to block congressional oversight efforts by 
refusing to hand over documents and by barring officials from testifying. On Tuesday, former White 
House counsel Don McGahn defied a congressional subpoena and skipped a House Judiciary Committee 
hearing at the request of the White House. Earlier this month, Attorney General William Barr also 
skipped a House Judiciary Committee hearing. Democracy Now! went to Capitol Hill to speak with 
Democratic Congressmember Al Green of Texas. In 2017, he became the first member of Congress to call 
for President Trump’s impeachment.

Monday, June 3rd, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 8 minutes
Democracy Now!: “How Voter Suppression & Gerrymandering Cleared the Path for 
Unprecedented Abortion Bans”
As Louisiana, Mississippi, Kentucky, Ohio and Georgia attempt to outlaw abortions after six weeks, 
Missouri legislators approve an eight-week ban and Alabama passes a near-total ban on abortions, 
Democracy Now! spoke with journalist Ari Berman about how the widespread attack on abortion rights 
across the country is tied directly to voter suppression. He wrote in a recent piece for Mother Jones, 
“These states have something else in common: a systematic effort to distort the democratic process 
through voter suppression and gerrymandering. These tactics have greased the way for near-total bans on 
abortion and for other extreme right-wing policies.”

Tuesday, June 4th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 19 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Democratic Divide: Ryan Grim on the New Progressives in the Party at 
Odds with the Establishment”
As the 2020 election heats up and calls for President Trump’s impeachment continue, this program 
examined the deepening divisions within the Democratic Party with the help of Ryan Grim, Washington, 
D.C., bureau chief for The Intercept. He is the author of the new book “We’ve Got People: From Jesse 
Jackson to Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, the End of Big Money and the Rise of a Movement.” In it, he 
writes, “Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez may seem like she came from nowhere, but the movement that 
propelled her to office—and to global political stardom—has been building for 30 years.”



Monday, June 10th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 22 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Rev. William Barber: Racist Gerrymandering Created a GOP Stronghold in 
the South. We Must Fight Back”
Longtime civil rights leader Rev. Dr. William Barber joined Democracy Now to respond to his conviction 
on Thursday the 7th for trespassing during a 2017 protest against gerrymandering and attacks on 
healthcare at the North Carolina Legislature. Barber had refused to leave the General Assembly as 
ordered after he organized a sit-in at the legislative building when Republican leaders refused to meet 
with him about concerns with voter ID requirements and redistricting plans that would weaken the power 
of the black vote. “We must start connecting systemic racism, most seen through systemic voter 
suppression and gerrymandering, poverty, the lack of healthcare, environmental devastation and the war 
economy,” says Barber, the former president of the North Carolina NAACP and a leader of the national 
Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival. On Wednesday the 12th he joined with faith 
leaders and religious groups in Washington, D.C., to march to the White House to protest the Trump 
administration’s attacks on the nation’s most vulnerable communities, and the following week he hosted 
the three-day Poor People’s Campaign Moral Action Congress in Washington, D.C., that drew hundreds 
of people from across the country for a presidential forum, where both Republican and Democratic 
candidates spoke.

Tuesday, June 25th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration:11 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Jonathan Kozol: Joe Biden Didn’t Just Praise Segregationists. He Also 
Spent Years Fighting Busing”
Former Vice President Joe Biden made headlines the previous week when he fondly reminisced about his 
“civil” relationship in the 1970s and 1980s with segregationist senators James Eastland of Mississippi and 
Herman Talmadge of Georgia. While Biden’s recent comments made the news, far less attention has been 
paid to the former vice president’s actual record. In the 1970s, then-Senator Biden was a fierce critic of 
Delaware’s attempts to bus students in an effort to integrate its schools. Democracy Now spoke with 
National Book Award-winning author Jonathan Kozol about Biden’s track record.

Thursday, June 27th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 18 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Sen. Elizabeth Warren: We Need to Make Structural Changes to Our 
Government & Economy”
Senator Elizabeth Warren pushed for structural changes to the U.S. government in Wednesday the 26th’s 
presidential debate, saying she would make college free and eliminate private insurance altogether. 
Democracy Now spoke with Anand Giridharadas, editor-at-large at Time magazine and author of 
“Winners Take All: The Elite Charade of Changing the World,” about Warren’s debate performance and 
the issues facing the 2020 candidates. He joined a roundtable discussion with Sunrise Movement co-
founder Varshini Prakash, She the People founder Aimee Allison and Ana María Archila, co-executive 
director of the Center for Popular Democracy.

Friday, Junes 28th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 8 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Supreme Court Hands GOP Big Victory on Gerrymandering, Ensuring 
‘Massive Election Rigging’”
The Supreme Court hands down two major decisions. The first is a victory for Republicans, allowing 
extreme partisan gerrymandering to continue. The other temporarily blocks the Trump administration 
from adding a citizenship question on the 2020 census. Democracy Now spoke with Ari Berman, senior 
writer at Mother Jones, a reporting fellow at the Type Media Center and author of “Give Us the Ballot: 



The Modern Struggle for Voting Rights in America.” He says the ruling that federal courts can’t resolve 
claims of partisan gerrymandering is “almost guaranteed to facilitate massive election rigging in the 
future.”

Issue: Economy

Wednesday, June 5th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 16 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Republicans Clash with Trump over Proposed Tariffs of Up to 25% on All 
Mexican Imports”
Mexican officials met with Vice President Mike Pence and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo Wednesday 
the 5th in Washington, D.C., to discuss President Trump’s plan to impose a 5% tariff on all imported 
Mexican goods. Over time, tariffs could increase to as much as 25%. Trump announced tariffs over what 
he claims is Mexico’s failure to stem the flow of Central American asylum seekers and migrants into the 
United States. Citing potentially devastating consequences to the U.S. economy, Senate Republicans 
defied the president Tuesday, announcing their opposition to the tariffs.

Monday, June 10th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 22 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Tariff Temper Tantrum: Trump ‘Created a Fake Crisis & Has Announced a 
Fake Solution’ with Mexico”
Facing an escalating showdown with Mexico and an insurrection from his own party, President Trump 
said Friday the 7th that the United States had reached a deal with Mexico to avert a 5% tariff on all 
imported Mexican goods that was due to take effect today and increase to 25% by October. Trump’s 
announcement came after three days of Mexico-U.S. negotiations in Washington. Officials said it was 
based around Mexico’s commitment to deploy National Guard forces throughout the country, in particular 
to its southern border, in order to stem the flow of northbound migrants headed toward the US. Under the 
deal, they said Mexico also agreed to expand what is known as the Remain in Mexico policy, which 
allows the U.S. to send back Central American asylum-seeking migrants to Mexico while their cases 
make their way through immigration courts. However, on Saturday the 8th, The New York Times 
reported that the plan to send troops to the border had already been agreed to in March.

Wednesday, June 12th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 2 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Facing Affordable Housing Crisis & Record Homelessness, New York 
Passes Landmark Rent Protection Law”
In New York, state lawmakers announced an agreement that would provide the strongest tenant 
protections in over a quarter of a century. The deal came just days ahead of the expiration of the current 
rent laws at the end of this week. Democracy Now! co-host Juan González explained how lawmakers 
agreed to abolish laws allowing landlords to deregulate rents on apartments after they exceed a certain 
limit, and to curb provisions allowing landlords to raise the rent of rent-controlled apartments after 
renovations. The law is one of several similar efforts nationwide and is expected to give municipalities 
around the state more authority to regulate rents and ensure greater access to affordable housing.

Wednesday, June 19th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 19 minutes



Democracy Now!: Big Tech’s War for Your Wallet: Facebook Sparks Outrage After Announcing 
Plans for Digital Currency
In a move that could reshape the world’s financial system, Facebook has unveiled plans to launch a new 
global digital currency called Libra. Facebook announced its plans on Tuesday the 18th after secretly 
working on the cryptocurrency for more than a year. It will launch Libra next year in partnership with 
other large companies including Visa, Mastercard, PayPal, and Uber. Facebook said it wants to create “a 
simple global currency and infrastructure that empowers billions of people.” The plan has already come 
under fierce criticism from financial regulators and lawmakers. Democratic Senator Sherrod Brown 
tweeted, “Facebook is already too big and too powerful, and it has used that power to exploit users’ data 
without protecting their privacy. We cannot allow Facebook to run a risky new cryptocurrency out of a 
Swiss bank account without oversight.” Democracy Now spoke with David Dayen, the executive editor of 
The American Prospect. He recently wrote a piece for The New Republic headlined “The Final Battle in 
Big Tech’s War to Dominate Your World.”

Thursday, June 20th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 9 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Writer Ta-Nehisi Coates Makes the Case for Reparations at Historic 
Congressional Hearing”
On Wednesday the 19th, a subcommittee of the House Judiciary held a historic hearing on reparations for 
slavery—the first of its kind in over a decade. Wednesday’s hearing coincided with Juneteenth, a day that 
commemorates June 19, 1865, when slaves in Galveston, Texas, finally learned that the Emancipation 
Proclamation had abolished slavery. This year marks the 400th anniversary of the transatlantic slave 
trade. Lawmakers are considering a bill titled the “Commission to Study and Develop Reparation 
Proposals for African-Americans Act.” It was introduced by Democratic Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee of 
Houston, after former Congressmember John Conyers had championed the bill for decades without 
success. The bill carries the designation H.R. 40, a reference to “40 acres and a mule,” one of the nation’s 
first broken promises to newly freed slaves. Ahead of the hearing, Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell said, “I don’t think reparations for something that happened 150 years ago, for whom none of 
us currently living are responsible, is a good idea.” Award-winning author Ta-Nehisi Coates testified at 
the historic congressional hearing on reparations and took direct aim at McConnell.

Wednesday, June 26th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 9 minutes
Democracy Now!: “AOC Joins Other Progressives to Vote Against Dems on Funding Bill for 
DHS, Call for Abolition of ICE”
A divided House approved a contentious $4.5 billion emergency funding package to address the border 
crisis Tuesday the 25th, under growing pressure to address the Trump administration’s inhumane 
treatment of migrants. The bill passed largely along party lines in a 230-195 vote, with some progressive 
Democrats voting in favor after negotiating to include provisions including new health and safety 
standards for jailed migrants. Four Democrats voted against the bill: Representatives Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez, Ilhan Omar, Ayanna Pressley, and Rashida Tlaib. The previous week, the progressive congress 
members issued a statement condemning the bill and calling for the abolition of ICE. The Senate is slated 
to consider its own border funding measure this week, including President Trump’s original request for 
more than a billion dollars for Customs and Border Protection and Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement. Democracy Now spoke with Renée Feltz, a Democracy Now! correspondent and producer 



who has long reported on the criminalization of immigrants, family detention, and the business of 
detention. Her recent report for Rewire.News is headlined “'Willful Recklessness': Trump Pushes for 
Indefinite Family Detention.”

Friday, June 28th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 16 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Dem Candidates All Support Healthcare for Undocumented People, Split on 
Decriminalizing Immigration”
Immigration was among the top issues in the second night of the first Democratic presidential debates, 
with California Senator Kamala Harris saying she would reinstate Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals, a program that provides a temporary work permit and deportation relief for undocumented 
youth, on her first day in office. South Bend Mayor Pete Buttigieg spoke of the criminalization of 
immigration as the basis for family separation, referring to the Trump administration’s “zero-tolerance 
“policy as “dead wrong.” While most candidates are running on different platforms to address the 
criminalization of immigration and the separation of refugee families at the border, they all agreed on one 
thing: providing healthcare to undocumented people living in the U.S. When asked if they agreed, all 
candidates raised their hand. Prior to the debate night, many of the candidates, including Kamala Harris 
and Bernie Sanders, visited the Homestead detention facility, where hundreds of migrant children are 
currently incarcerated, located just a few minutes from Miami. Democracy Now spoke with Andrea 
Mercado, executive director of New Florida Majority.

Section 3: Programming

Democracy Now, the War and Peace Report from Pacifica Radio
Airs Monday - Friday from 3 pm - 4 pm 
Host Amy Goodman examines international headlines, in-depth, from human rights and 
democratic perspectives.

Commonwealth Club
Airs Saturdays from 3 pm - 4 pm 
A Commonwealth Club of California production, airing discussion-based critical interpretations 
of social issues at the national level.


