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This document’s date of preparation was January 9, 2018.  It was not 
uploaded to the OPIF at that time due to the government shutdown.  A 
print copy was available for review in the station during the period of 
the shutdown. 

Section 1: Issues

WECI has identified the following issues as significant and relevant to 
the local communities and listening audience:

Climate Change
Education, Childhood Development, and Student Activism
Voting Rights and Voter Suppression

Section 2: Responsive Programming

Issue: Climate Change

Sunday, November 11th, 2018 – 3pm.  Duration: 60 minutes
Commonwealth Club: “Climate Press Pool: Robert Gibbs and Jeff 
Nesbit”
As congress fails to act on the climate issue, some companies are 
taking steps to address their carbon emissions on their own.  Robert 
Gibbs, CCO and Executive Vice President of Corporate Relations for 
McDonalds, talks about what the company is doing to cut its emissions 
and lower its environmental impact.  Jeff Nesbit is the Executive 
Director of Climate Nexus, a communications organization trying to get 
greater coverage on climate change in the mainstream media. 

Thursday, November 22nd, 2018 – 3pm.  Duration: 8 minutes
Democracy Now: “Noam Chomsky: The Future of Organized Human 
Life is at Risk Thanks to GOP’s Climate Change Denial”
World-renowned linguist and author Noam Chomsky warns that 
Republican Party leaders are serving their own best interests at the 
cost of the planet, and that the decisions we make regarding the 
climate now will dramatically effect the very core of the manner in 



which human life exists moving forward.  This piece was broadcast in 
the wake of the Camp Fire in California. 

Tuesday, December 11th, 2018 – 3pm.  Duration: 20 minutes
Democracy Now: “Climate Scientist: World’s Richest Must Radically 
Change Lifestyles to Prevent Global Catastrophe”
In the midst of the United Nation’s 24th climate summit, Democracy 
Now spoke with Kevin Anderson, a professor in climate change 
leadership at Uppsala University, about the need for action in the fight 
against climate change and the impact President Trump has on 
activism related to the issue.  

Issue: Education, Childhood Development, and Student Activism

Sunday, December 2nd, 2018 – 3pm.  Duration: 60 minutes
Commonwealth Club: “Sesame Street: Changing Children’s Lives 
Around the World”
Sherrie Westin, who heads up Sesame Workshop, the nonprofit 
educational organization behind Sesame Street, speaks to the 
audience of the Commonwealth Club, addressing the way that Sesame 
Street teaches children across the world about complex and important 
issues in an engaging and nonthreatening way.  Sesame Workshop 
recently won a $100 million grant from the MacArthur Foundation, and 
is working to improve children’s learning outcomes and support 
childhood development in Syria, Iraq, Jordan, and Lebanon. 

Wednesday, October 3rd, 2018 – 3pm.  Duration: 20 minutes
Democracy Now: “Lift Us Up: Meet the Activists on the Front Lines of 
the battle for Educational Justice in America”
Democracy Now investigates the criminalization of black and brown 
students and the emergence of what has become known as the school-
to-prison pipeline.  They spoke with a number of activists working to 
save schools and fighting for alternative solutions to privatization and 
punishment.  

Tuesday, December 11th, 2018 – 3pm.  Duration: 10 minutes
Democracy Now: “School Strike for Climate: Meet 15-Year-Old Activist 
Greta Thunberg, Who Inspired a Global Movement”
Democracy Now spoke to Greta Thunberg, who denounced politicians 
at the U.N. climate summit in Poland for inaction in regards to climate 
change.  She has gained global attention for carrying out a weekly 
school strike, utilizing what little institutional power a minor is given to 
promote activism and action.  

Issue: Voting Rights and Voter Suppression



Friday, November 9th, 2018 – 3pm. Duration: 11 minutes
Democracy Now: “’We Will Never Concede to Bigotry’: Florida 
Organizers Sound the Alarm over Voting Discrepancies
As the margin in the Florida Governor’s race moved to less than half of 
a percentage point, and Rick Scott leading in the Senate race by less 
than a quarter of a percentage point, Democracy Now spoke with 
Andrea Cristina Mercado, executive director of The New Florida 
Majority, which worked and is working to expand the electorate in 
Florida.  She also reported on widespread issues that voters 
encountered at the polls.  

Tuesday, November 6th, 2018 – 3pm.  Duration: 7 Minutes
Democracy Now: “36 Million in U.S. Cast Early Votes, Shattering 
Records for young People & People of Color”
Democracy Now reports on voter turnout for the midterm elections, 
where early voting increased from 9 million to 36 million in two years, 
with huge turnout for voters of color and young voters. 

Wednesday, November 7th, 2018 – 3pm.  Duration: 8 minutes
Democracy Now: “Carol Anderson: Massive Voter Suppression Could Be 
Deciding Factor in Georgia Governor’s Race”
As Now Governor of Georgia Brian Kemp maintained a small lead over 
Stacey Abrams, a black woman, Democracy Now spoke with Carol 
Anderson, chair of the African American Studies Department at Emory 
University about allegations against Kemp of widespread voter 
suppression.  Kemp, who at the time was Secretary of State, and 
oversaw his own election, faced accusations that he had removed 
thousands of voters from the rolls.

Section 3: Programming

Democracy Now, the War and Peace Report from Pacifica Radio
Airs Monday - Friday from 3pm - 4pm 
Host Amy Goodman examines international headlines, in-depth, from 
human rights and democratic perspectives.

Commonwealth Club
Airs Saturdays from 3pm - 4pm 
A Commonwealth Club of California production, airing discussion-based 
critical interpretations of social issues at the national level.


