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Section 1: Issues

WECI has identified the following issues as significant and relevant to 
the local communities and listening audience:

Health and the Opioid Crisis
Education 
Climate Change
Surveillance and Online Security

Section 2: Responsive Programming

Issue: Health and the Opioid Crisis

Wednesday, March 27th, 2019 -- 3:00 PM, Duration: 15 minutes
Democracy Now: "OxyContin Maker Purdue Pharma to Pay $270 
Million Legal Settlement That Will Fund Addiction Center"
The state of Oklahoma has settled a lawsuit with Purdue Pharma, the 
makers of OxyContin, for $270 million.  The state claimed that the 
company has contributed to thousands of deaths by downplaying the 
risk of the drug's addiction, and overstating the drug's benefits. The 
state also claimed that the number of opioid related deaths in the past 
decade exceeded those of vehicle-related fatalities.  The number is not 
quite as high in Indiana, but the fatality rates are comparable. 

Wednesday, March 27th, 2019 -- 3:00 PM, Duration: 9 minutes
Democracy Now: "'The Opioid Crisis Isn't White': How the Lethal 
Epidemic Affects Communities of Color"
Democracy Now looks at the racial dynamics of the opioid epidemic, 
which is responsible for as many as 50,000 deaths each year in the 
U.S..  The program spoke with Abdullah Shihpar, a graduate student 
of public health at Brown University who recently wrote an op-ed on 
the issue, about the way that the crisis affects communities of color.  

Wednesday, March 27th, 2019 -- 3:00 PM, Duration: 10 minutes
Democracy Now: "Are Federal Guidelines for Prescribing Opioids 
Hurting Patients with Chronic Pain?"
The CDC changed regulations for prescribing opioids in 2016, in order 
to improve safety and reduce risks.  Many, however, argue that the 
new guidelines caused confusion and led to the reduction of opioid 



prescriptions for patients who them to responsibly manage pain 
related to chronic illnesses such as cancer, multiple sclerosis, and 
fibromyalgia.  Prior to this broadcast, a group of more than 300 
doctors and medical researchers sent an open letter to the CDC 
stating that patients have been harmed by a lack of clarity in the 
regulations.  

Issue: Education

Wednesday, January 23rd, 2019 -- 3:00 PM, Duration: 20 minutes
Democracy Now: "'This Was About the Survival of Public Education': 
LA Teachers Claim Victory After Week-Long Strike"
After months of strained negotiation between the school district and 
the teachers union, LA schoolteachers went on the first strike in 30 
years, effectively shutting down the second largest school district in 
the nation.  The strike ended six days later, when union leaders and 
city officials announced that a new contract deal had been reached, 
and a union vote approved the contract.  The new contract stipulates 
higher wages for teachers, more school support staff, smaller class 
sizes, and the regulation of charter schools.

Wednesday, January 23rd, 2019 -- 3:00 PM, Duration: 11 minutes
Democracy Now: "A Blue State Teacher Rebellion: Denver Teachers 
Vote to Strike as L.A. Educators Win Big Victory"
As Los Angeles teachers reveled in their victory, Denver educators 
voted to strike for the first time in over a decade. The teachers union 
demanded better base salary for schoolteachers, as opposed to 
placing money into incentives and bonuses.   The strike came after 15 
months of negotiations over the controversial pay system, which 
educators say leaves them unable to predict what their salaries will be 
and leaves them in a potentially financial precarious situation.  
Meanwhile, teachers in Oakland planned for a vote on striking the 
following week.

Issue: Climate Change

Saturday, March 2nd, 2019 -- 3:00 PM, Duration: 60 Minutes
Commonwealth Club: "Katharine Hayhoe: Why We Need to Talk About 
Climate Change"
Katharine Hayhoe speaks about the difficulties we encounter in 
talking to our families, friend, and neighbors about climate change.  
Hayhoe, a climate scientist, says that facing those difficult 
conversations is the first step to solving the problem.  She was joined 
by Stanford atmospheric scientist Noah Diffenbaugh for a 



conversation on communicating the reality and urgency of climate 
change in transparent, engaging, and accessible ways. 

Thursday, February 21st, 2019 -- 3:00 PM, Duration: 15 minutes
Democracy Now: "The Uninhabitable Earth: Unflinching New Book 
Lays Out Dire Consequences of Climate Chaos'"
Journalist David Wallace-Wells speaks with Democracy Now about his 
new book, The Uninhabitable Earth: Life After Warming, which 
sounds the alarm about the climate crisis and signals the need for 
swift and radical action, necessary in order to save the planet from 
unimaginable destruction. 

Issue: Surveillance and Online Security 

Friday, March 1st, 2019 -- 3:00 PM, Duration: 18 minutes
Democracy Now: "Age of Surveillance Capitalism: 'We Thought We 
Were Searching Google, but Google was Searching Us'"
Democracy Now spoke with Shoshana Zuboff, the author of The Age 
of Surveillance Capitalism: The Fight for a Human Future at the New 
Frontier of Power, about the ways in which big tech platforms like 
Google and Facebook turn our data into profit.  In this new economic 
marketplace, corporations are turning our "private" human 
experiences into data that is then sold for profit.  Zuboff argues that it 
is now not just our labor that is exploited, but every aspect of the 
human experience.

Saturday, March 16th, 2019 -- 3:00 PM, Duration: 60 minutes
Commonwealth Club: "Roger McNamee: Inside the Facebook 
Catastrophe"
Roger McNamee is a Bay Area technology investor who helped 
mentor Mark Zuckerburg and was a large shareholder in Facebook.  
McNamee recently wrote a book, Zucked, about his efforts to come to 
terms with Facebook's role in the erosion of democracy, and the 
damage it is doing to our society.  He has now dedicated his energies 
to alerting people about the threat of Facebook and other social media 
platforms, and the ways in which they use design tools to addict and 
manipulate users, and put their platform to malign ends. 

Section 3: Programming

Democracy Now, the War and Peace Report from Pacifica Radio:
Airs Monday – Friday from 3pm – 4 pm
Host Amy Goodman examines international headlines, in-depth, from 
human rights and democratic perspectives.



Commonwealth Club
Airs Saturdays from 3pm – 4pm 
A Commonwealth Club of California production, airing discussion 
based critical interpretations of social issues at the national level. 


