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Section I: Issues

 
WECI has identified the following issues as significant and relevant to the local communities and 
listening audience:
 
Education
Climate and Environmental Security
Health
Economy
Immigration
Elections
Civil Rights
 
 

Section II: Responsive Programming
 
Issue: Education

Saturday November 16, 2019. 4 pm Duration: 47:00
Here at Earlham College the student body and faculty/staff have seen four school presidents in four years. 
The 2019-2020 school year welcomed the 4th aforementioned president (and Earlham’s 20th), Anne 
Houtman. At the beginning of the school year, Anne hosted a convocation in which she discussed many 
issues pertaining to the state of the school, budget cuts and what this means for current students. Issues 
were addressed but students at Earlham working at WECI invited her in to further discuss the intimate 
issues, specifically ones about financial aid, lower enrollment and also issues pertaining to Earlham’s 
place in the local community of Richmond. Anne talks about how these issues might affect the longevity 
of the college but assures listeners that, even in the current climate liberal arts school across the country 
are in, Earlham remains in good standing.

Saturday, November 16, 2019 3 pm. Duration:60 minutes. Commonwealth Club Radio Program: 
“College Behind Bars”
Filmmakers Lynn Novick and Sarah Botstein with Giovannie Hernandez and Salih Israel, alumni, Bard 
Prison Initiative. A discussion of the PBS documentary series, College Behind Bars, reveals the 
transformative power of higher education through the experiences of men and women trying to 
earn college degrees while incarcerated.

 



Tuesday, December 17th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 18 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Democratic Candidates Focus on Public Education at Historic Forum with 
Civil Rights & Labor Groups”
Ahead of the final Democratic presidential debate of 2019, on Thursday the 19th, seven candidates 
appeared the previous Saturday at the historic Democratic Presidential Forum on Public Education in 
Pittsburgh, an event organized by public education organizations, unions, civil rights organizations and 
community groups. We play highlights from the forum and get response from Keron Blair, director of the 
Alliance to Reclaim Our Schools in Atlanta; Jitu Brown, national director of the Journey for Justice 
Alliance; and Carol Burris, executive director of the Network for Public Education Action. She recently 
authored a report titled “Still Asleep at the Wheel: How the Federal Charter Schools Program Results in a 
Pileup of Fraud and Waste.”

Issue: Climate and Environmental Security

Saturday, November 9, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 60 minutes
Commonwealth Club Radio Program:  “Carbon Offsets: Privileged Pollution?”
Carbon offsets: They’ve been called everything from a band-aid solution to “the best thing a consumer 
can do right now.” A new service even offers customers a monthly subscription to offset their carbon 
footprint. In the race to bring carbon emissions to zero, are offsets a legitimate tool—or a scam to allow 
heavy emitters a way out of taking real action? What impact does purchasing offsets have on poorer 
communities?  Interviewees include Pauline Kalunda of EcoTrust; Kalil Baker of Taking Roog; David 
Broekoff of the Environmental Institute; Zoe Cina-Skar of Amazon Watch; and Penny Plant of Gathering 
Tribes.

Friday, December 13th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 11 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Climate Refugees: Climate-Fueled Drought, Sea Level Rise, Storms & Fires 
Displace Millions Worldwide”
A new report reveals how long-term disasters, including sea level rise and desertification, and short-term 
disasters, such as storms and fires, are especially threatening to people living in the Global South and 
island nations. We speak with the co-author of a new study that finds the climate crisis is already leading 
to a massive increase in the number of refugees being displaced around the world. Hossein Ayazi is a 
policy analyst with the Global Justice Program at the Othering & Belonging Institute at the University of 
California, Berkeley. We’re also joined at the U.N. Climate Summit in Madrid by Saleemul Huq, climate 
scientist and the director of the International Centre for Climate Change and Development in Bangladesh. 

Saturday, December 28, 2019 --3 pm. Duration: 60 minutes
Commonwealth Club Radio Program: “Engineering The Future”



Lord John Browne, former CEO, British Petroleum discusses how oil companies might reinvent 
themselves as clean energy providers. In his new book, Browne argues that the solution to 
reducing emissions and addressing climate change is to be found in the mass deployment of 
engineered technology—and that the tools we need to get there already exist. 

Friday, November 15th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 25 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Sen. Cory Booker on Environmental Justice, Nuclear Power & “Savage 
Racial Disparities” in the U.S.”
The first-ever Presidential Forum on Environmental Justice, co-moderated by Democracy Now! 
host Amy Goodman and former EPA official Mustafa Santiago Ali, was held last Friday at South 
Carolina State University in Orangeburg. Senator Cory Booker of New Jersey was one of six 
Democratic candidates to share his plans to confront environmental injustices and the climate 
crisis. Booker spoke about racial disparities in the U.S., the creation of renewable energy jobs 
and the water contamination crises in cities across the country, including his hometown of 
Newark. “My community is not alone,” Booker said. “Lead service lines should not be in the 
ground in a 21st century America, period.”

Tuesday, November 5th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 18 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Bill McKibben on U.S. Withdrawal from Paris Accord, California Fires, 
Climate Refugees & More”
The Trump administration notified the United Nations Monday that it would withdraw the U.S. from the 
historic Paris climate agreement, starting a year-long process to leave the international pact to fight the 
climate crisis. The United States — the world’s largest historic greenhouse gas emitter — will become the 
only country outside the accord. Trump’s announcement of the withdrawal came on the first day possible 
under the agreement’s rules. From Middlebury, Vermont, we speak with Bill McKibben, co-founder of 
350.org. “The decision of the United States to be the only country on Earth … unwilling to take part in a 
global attempt at a solution to the greatest crisis we’ve ever faced — there’s a lot to be ashamed of in the 
Trump years and a lot of terrible things that have happened — it’s pretty hard to top that,” says 
McKibben.

Thursday, October 30th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 20 minutes
Democracy Now!: “New Study: 300 Million Face Severe Risk of Climate-Fueled Coastal 
Flooding by 2050”
As a shocking new report finds that many coastal cities will be flooded by rising sea levels by 2050, 
Chile’s President Sebastián Piñera announced Wednesday that the U.N. climate summit in Santiago has 
been canceled. Anti-inequality protests have entered their third week in the country, with protesters 
calling for the Piñera government to resign. The U.N. said it is now looking for an alternative venue for 
the annual climate meetings. Meanwhile, a dire new report has warned 300 million people are at risk from 
rising sea levels, with the most vulnerable populations concentrated in the Global South. According to the 
study published in Nature Communications, global sea levels are expected to rise between two and seven 
feet, or possibly more, with some coastal cities being wiped off the map. We speak with Harjeet Singh, 



the global lead on climate change for ActionAid, who is based in New Delhi, India; and Benjamin 
Strauss, co-author of the study in Nature Communications and CEO and chief scientist at Climate Central.

Issue: Health

Thursday, December 26th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 11 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Michael Moore: Americans Pay More for Healthcare Than Others, But “We 
Don’t Call It a Tax’”
Democracy Now! continue their interview with Academy Award-winning filmmaker Michael Moore 
about election 2020 and some of the major issues for voters. Long before Medicare for All became a 
rallying cry in the Democratic Party, Moore’s 2007 film “Sicko” diagnosed the shortcomings of the for-
profit American healthcare system and called for a system of universal healthcare. “The real question 
never gets asked. They always want to pin them on how much is it going to cost in taxes,” Moore says of 
debate moderators who ask whether Democratic presidential candidates will raise taxes to pay for 
Medicare for All.

Friday, December 27th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 40 minutes
Democracy Now!: ““Bedlam”: Film Shows How Decades of Healthcare Underfunding Made 
Jails “De Facto Mental Asylums’”
Are prisons and jails America’s “new asylums”? A new documentary looks at how a disproportionate 
number of underserved people facing mental health challenges have been swept into the criminal justice 
system, where they lack adequate treatment. Nearly 15% of men and more than 30% of women in jails 
have a serious mental illness, such as schizophrenia, major depression or bipolar disorder. For many of 
them, jail is their first point of entry into mental health treatment. The documentary “Bedlam” was filmed 
over five years in Los Angeles County’s overwhelmed and vastly under-resourced Emergency Psychiatry 
Services, a jail warehousing thousands of psychiatric patients, and the homes — and homeless 
encampments — of people who are living with severe mental illness. The film features many people, 
including Black Lives Matter co-founder Patrisse Cullors, who share their personal experiences with 
family members’ chronic psychiatric conditions that have pushed them into the path of police officers, ER 
doctors and nurses, lawyers and prison guards. Democracy Now! spoke with Cullors, who shared her 
experience with seeking help for her brother Monte, who has lived with schizoaffective disorder since he 
was a teenager, and director Ken Rosenberg, an addiction psychiatrist affiliated with Weill Cornell 
Medical Center in New York City whose own sister struggled with schizophrenia.

Issue: Economy

Thursday, December 5th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 7 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Sweden Provides Free Higher Education, Universal Healthcare, Free 
Daycare — Why Can’t the U.S.?”
Medicare for All and tuition-free universities have been at the core of the 2020 Democratic presidential 
campaigns, creating a stark division between progressive candidates and their centrist counterparts. 



Senators Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth Warren have proposed to make Medicare for All and public 
universities cost-free by taxing massive corporations and the superwealthy. And earlier this year, Sanders 
introduced legislation that would cancel student loan debt. His plan would be paid for with a new tax on 
Wall Street, he says. It would also make public universities and community colleges free — a key pillar 
of Sanders’s 2020 education platform. These proposals are not radical ideas in Sweden, a country that has 
built one of the world’s most extensive social welfare systems. In Sweden, healthcare costs are largely 
subsidized by the state. Daycare and preschool programs are mostly free. College and university are free. 
Public transportation is subsidized for many users. To explain how Sweden does it, we speak with Mikael 
Törnwall, Swedish author and journalist focusing on economic issues at Svenska Dagbladet, a Stockholm 
daily newspaper. His most recent book is titled “Who Should Pay for Welfare?”

Friday, November 1st, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 7 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Chicago Teachers and UAW Members Show That Labor Movement Is Back 
After ‘Decades of Concessions’”
The end of the Chicago teachers’ strike comes amid a wave of labor movements, including the longest 
United Auto Workers strike in almost 50 years. We speak with labor journalist Sarah Jaffe about the 
historical importance of unions, the rise of worker participation in strike actions, and the significance of 
the Labour Party’s organizing in the United Kingdom. Jaffe says workers “are fighting back in the face of 
decades and decades of concessions, decades and decades of give-backs,” and “understanding that 
unionizing is a way that they have power on the job.” She is the author of “Necessary Trouble: Americans 
in Revolt.”

Thursday, October 22nd, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 20 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Race for Profit: Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor on How Banks & Real Estate Biz 
Undermined Black Homeowners”
Recent U.S. census data reveals the homeownership rate for African Americans has fallen to its lowest 
level since before the civil rights movement. In the second quarter of 2019, the rate fell to just 40% — the 
lowest level since 1950. Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor’s new book, “Race for Profit: How Banks and the 
Real Estate Industry Undermined Black Home Ownership,” examines the roots of this crisis. From 
Philadelphia, Democracy Now! spoke with Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor, an assistant professor at Princeton 
University.

Thursday, October 8th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 12 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Striking UAW Member: We’ll Strike “As Long as It Takes” to Demand Fair 
Salaries and Benefits”
About 48,000 workers at General Motors have entered their fourth week on strike. It is the 
longest national strike at GM by the United Auto Workers in nearly 50 years. Workers are 
seeking higher pay, protection of their healthcare benefits, greater job security and a commitment 
from GM to build more cars and parts in the United States. On Sunday, UAW officials 
announced they had rejected the company’s latest offer, saying negotiations had “taken a turn for 
the worse.” We speak with Steve Frisque, a striking GM worker and former president of UAW 
Local 722.



Issue: Immigration

Friday, December 20th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 7 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Activists Demand a Migrant Justice Platform as Democratic Candidates 
Discuss Immigration in Debate”
Protesters for immigrant rights demonstrated outside the Democratic debate Thursday in Los Angeles, 
displaying a banner that read “Migrant Justice on Day One” and demanding a moratorium on deportations 
and immigrant worker protections. We look at how the candidates responded, with Erika Andiola, chief 
advocacy officer for RAICES, the Refugee and Immigrant Center for Education and Legal Services. “I’m 
really happy that immigration came up this time around,” she notes. “In the past few debates, the issue 
didn’t even come up.”

Wednesday, October 9th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 12 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Julián Castro Slams Trump’s “Deranged” Immigration Policies After 
Escorting Asylum Seekers to Border”
On Monday, 2020 presidential candidate Julián Castro escorted a dozen asylum seekers to the U.S. port of 
entry at Brownsville, Texas, in a challenge to President Trump’s “Remain in Mexico” policy. The group 
included a disabled Salvadoran woman and her relatives, as well as nine LGBTQ people from Cuba, 
Guatemala and Honduras. Many of them report they’ve been threatened and assaulted while they’ve been 
forced to wait in the Mexican border city of Matamoros. The asylum seekers were refused entry into the 
United States. Castro speaks with us from San Antonio, where he served as mayor from 2009 to 2014.

Issue: Elections

Thursday, November 21st, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 7 minutes
Democracy Now!: “2020 Candidates’ Focus on Inequality Shows “Shift in the Conversation” 
Within Democratic Party”
Ten Democratic candidates took the stage Wednesday for the party’s fifth presidential debate, held in 
Atlanta, Georgia, and co-hosted by MSNBC and The Washington Post. One of the most memorable 
moments of the night was a disagreement between Senators Elizabeth Warren and Cory Booker over 
Warren’s proposed tax on the wealthiest Americans. Her proposed wealth tax would kick in on assets of 
$50 million and higher. Both candidates agreed that inequality is a major issue in the U.S., but Booker 
said wealth taxes in other countries have not been effective and that there are better ways to raise revenue. 
The issue of economic inequality was a major theme throughout the debate. We speak with Gabriel 
Zucman, professor of economics at UC Berkeley. He is co-author of the new book, “The Triumph of 
Injustice: How the Rich Dodge Taxes and How to Make Them Pay.”

Tuesday, November 19th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 13 minutes
Democracy Now!: “#PrimariesSoWhite: Why Do Two of the Whitest States Vote First for 
Presidential Candidates?”



As the United States becomes increasingly diverse, the presidential nomination process remains heavily 
weighted by two states that are among the whitest in the nation: Iowa and New Hampshire. Candidates, in 
some cases, spend more than a year making frequent, extended campaign swings through both Iowa and 
New Hampshire, which, critics say, gives the concerns of the first states a disproportionate impact on the 
agenda for the entire race. During the first-ever Presidential Forum on Environmental Justice earlier this 
month in South Carolina, Senator Elizabeth Warren refused to criticize the primary schedule, saying, “I’m 
just a player in the game on this one.” Fellow 2020 presidential contender Julián Castro, however, has 
been a vocal critic of the existing system, noting that the demographics of the country have shifted 
significantly in the last several decades. “I don’t believe that forever we should be married to Iowa and 
New Hampshire going first,” he told MSNBC last week. We speak with Gilberto Hinojosa, chair of the 
Texas Democratic Party, and Ian Millhiser, senior correspondent at Vox.

Monday, November 11th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 38 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Sen. Elizabeth Warren on Environmental Justice, Shutting Down Pipelines, 
Capitalism & Billionaires”
Six 2020 presidential candidates — Senators Elizabeth Warren and Cory Booker, and Tom Steyer, 
Marianne Williamson, John Delaney and Joe Sestak — participated in the first-ever Presidential Forum 
on Environmental Justice in Orangeburg, South Carolina, on November 8. Democracy Now! host Amy 
Goodman and former EPA official Mustafa Santiago Ali co-moderated the event, which took place at 
South Carolina State University in Orangeburg. We air highlights of Warren speaking about the climate 
crisis, public health, shutting down pipelines, capitalism, the order of primary states and more.

Tuesday’s election also decided several important state ballot initiatives. Voters in New York City 
approved ranked-choice voting, a measure supporters say will help underrepresented voters and 
candidates of color. In Jersey City, voters approved strict regulations on short-term rentals, in a major 
blow to Airbnb. A measure to make Tucson, Arizona, a sanctuary city was overwhelmingly defeated by 
voters there.

Friday, October 25th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 12 minutes
Democracy Now!: “‘You Won’t Take Down Lies or You Will?”: AOC Grills Facebook’s 
Zuckerberg on Lies in Political Ads”
This week, as Facebook said it will not fact-check political ads or hold politicians to its usual content 
standards, the social media giant’s CEO Mark Zuckerberg was grilled for more than five hours by 
lawmakers on Capitol Hill on the company’s policy of allowing politicians to lie in political 
advertisements, as well as its role in facilitating election interference and housing discrimination. We play 
highlights from New York Congressmember Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and Ohio Congressmember Joyce 
Beatty, who asked Zuckerberg about Facebook’s record on civil rights, which she called “appalling and 
disgusting.” Beatty said the company “should have known better” and might have if “you had real 
diversity and inclusion on your team.”

Wednesday, October 23rd, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 11 minutes



Democracy Now!: “Big Tech Platforms Have Had a “Profound Negative Effect on Democracy.” 
Is It Time to Break Them Up?”
Facebook continues to face growing criticism and demands that it be broken up. Massachusetts senator 
and Democratic presidential candidate Elizabeth Warren has repeatedly called for Facebook and other Big 
Tech companies to be broken up on antitrust grounds. Roger McNamee, a Silicon Valley investor who 
went from being an early supporter of Facebook to a vocal critic, speaks with us about 2020 candidates’ 
platforms on Big Tech. Antitrust regulation is “the one issue that seems to cut across the entire political 
spectrum,” McNamee says. “People of all political stripes understand that there’s a problem here.”

Wednesday, October 16th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 9 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Warren and Sanders: A Wealth Tax Is Needed to Address Staggering 
Inequality”
2020 progressive front-runners Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth Warren pushed for a wealth tax at 
the fourth Democratic debate Tuesday night. 

Issue: Civil Rights

Tuesday, December 31st, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 15 minutes
Democracy Now!: “Jewish Community Denounces Anti-Semitic Attacks Fueled by a “White 
Nationalist Administration’”
Federal prosecutors have filed hate crime charges against the man accused of stabbing five Jewish 
worshipers with a machete during a Hanukkah celebration at a rabbi’s home in a heavily ultra-Orthodox 
New York suburb of Monsey. They say the suspect, Grafton Thomas, kept journals that had references to 
Adolf Hitler, “Nazi culture” and a drawing of a swastika, and his cellphone showed multiple online 
searches for “Why did Hitler hate the Jews.” His family and lawyers say he is mentally ill. New York 
Governor Andrew Cuomo has called the attack “domestic terrorism,” and several Jewish elected officials 
in New York have asked him to declare a state of emergency and to deploy the National Guard to “visibly 
patrol and protect” Orthodox Jewish neighborhoods. It was New York’s 13th anti-Semitic incident in 
three weeks and comes after a shooting at a kosher supermarket in Jersey City in which two assailants 
killed three people before police shot them dead after an hours-long shootout. A new Associated Press 
database counts more mass killings in 2019 than any year dating back to at least the 1970s. We speak with 
Audrey Sasson, executive director of Jews for Racial and Economic Justice, and Alex Yablon, a reporter 
who covers guns, extremism and mass shootings.

Monday, October 7th, 2019 -- 3 pm. Duration: 12 minutes
Democracy Now!: “‘We Have to Mass Mobilize”: Laverne Cox & Chase Strangio Sound the 
Alarm on Major LGBTQ SCOTUS Cases”
At the start of its new term, the U.S. Supreme Court will hear arguments on Tuesday in three cases to 
determine whether LGBTQ people can be fired from their jobs due to their sexual orientation or gender 



identity. Under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act, employers cannot discriminate against employees on the 
basis of sex, as well as race, color, national origin and religion, but the Trump administration claims the 
law does not cover discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity. The cases mark the 
first time the Supreme Court will rule on LGBTQ rights since conservative Justice Brett Kavanaugh 
replaced Anthony Kennedy, who wrote many of the court’s major LGBTQ rights rulings. We speak with 
Laverne Cox, a longtime trans rights activist and award-winning transgender actress best known for her 
role on the show “Orange Is the New Black,” and Chase Strangio, deputy director for transgender justice 
with the ACLU’s LGBT & HIV Project. His work includes impact litigation, as well as legislative and 
administrative advocacy, on behalf of LGBTQ people and people living with HIV across the United 
States.

Section III: Programming
WECI 91.5 Radio. Aired November 16, 4-5. WECI production manager Ethan Pickett conducted 
interview with Earlham College president Anne Houtman


