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Section I: Issues 

  
WECI has identified the following issues as significant and relevant to the local communities and 
listening audience: 
  
Education 
Security 
Climate and Environmental Security 
Health 
Economy 
Immigration 
Elections 
Civil Rights 
 
 

Section II: Responsive Programming 
  
Issue: Coronavirus 
Monday, February 3, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 59 minutes 
Democracy Now!: Laurie Garrett on How Trump Has Sabotaged America’s Response to the 
Coronavirus Pandemic 
As the coronavirus outbreak continues to spread, the United States has declared a public health 
emergency and is barring foreign nationals who have recently traveled to China from entering the 
country. So far, there are 11 confirmed cases of the virus in the U.S. Questions are being raised about the 
handling of the disease by Chinese authorities, who critics say delayed their response and downplayed the 
severity of the problem. Democracy Now! spoke  to Laurie Garrett, former senior fellow for global health 
at the Council on Foreign Relations and a Pulitzer Prize-winning science writer. 
 
Thursday, February 27, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 36 minutes 
Democracy Now!: “‘Pence Is Not a Medical Expert’: Is the Trump Admin Ready to Stop a U.S. 
Coronavirus Pandemic?” 
The World Health Organization has declared the COVID-19 outbreak an international health emergency. 
President Trump sought to play down the threat from coronavirus and announced Vice President Mike 
Pence would be his point person to coordinate government efforts to prevent a widespread outbreak. 



Democracy Now! spoke  with Laurie Garrett, former senior fellow for global health at the Council on 
Foreign Relations and a Pulitzer Prize-winning science writer. 
 
Tuesday, March 10, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 32 minutes 
Democracy Now!: “Coronavirus Pandemic in U.S. Fueled by Stunted CDC Budget & Lack of 
Access to Healthcare, Insurance” 
The coronavirus pandemic has now infected more than 113,000 people worldwide, and killed more than 
4,000. Democracy Now! was joined by two epidemiologists to examine the response so far around the 
world and in the United States. Democracy Now! was also joined by Alfredo Morabia, professor of 
epidemiology at the Barry Commoner Center for Health and the Environment at Queens College, City 
University of New York, and editor-in-chief of the American Journal of Public Health. 
 
Thursday, March 12, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 34 minutes 
Democracy Now!: “Trump Calls COVID-19 ‘Foreign Virus’ as Lack of Universal Healthcare 
Makes the Pandemic Worse” 
After downplaying the threat of coronavirus for days, President Donald Trump addressed the nation 
Wednesday from the Oval Office, calling COVID-19 a “foreign virus” and announcing an unprecedented 
travel ban from most of Europe to the U.S. He also said he will expand sick leave. This comes as Senate 
Republicans blocked paid sick leave legislation. Democracy Now! was joined by Robert Pollin, 
distinguished university professor of economics and co-director of the Political Economy Research 
Institute at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. 
 
Friday, March 20, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 59 minutes 
Democracy Now!: “Solidarity Not Charity: Mutual Aid & How to Organize in the Age of 
Coronavirus” 
As lockdowns and layoffs sweep the U.S., mutual aid groups are forming to protect and provide for the 
vulnerable, including the elderly, incarcerated, undocumented and unhoused. Democracy Now! looks at 
the incredible community networks across the country that are coming together to protect their neighbors 
during the coronavirus pandemic — and how citizens can get involved. From Washington state to the Bay 
Area, Arizona, Colorado, Minnesota and New York City, thousands of mutual aid efforts are aimed at 
building solidarity, not charity. Democracy Now! spoke with two longtime mutual aid organizers and 
activists in two hot spots of the pandemic.  
 
Thursday, March 26, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 36 minutes 
Democracy Now!: “‘In a Week We Will Be Italy’: NYC ER Doctor Says the U.S. Pandemic Will 
Only Get Worse” 
As New York hospitals see a surge in coronavirus cases, medical workers report growing shortages of 
protective gear, and a nurse who tested positive after treating patients with the highly contagious disease 
has died. “It’s pretty dire inside New York City hospitals right now,” says New York City emergency 
room doctor Craig Spencer. “We have a growing number of patients coming in every day with 



coronavirus...It’s a daily reality for many of my colleagues on the frontline.” Spencer is also a survivor of 
Ebola, which he contracted while fighting its outbreak in Africa. 
 
Tuesday, March 31, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 41 minutes 
Democracy Now!: ‘Dr. Abdul El-Sayed: Communities Enduring Racism & Poverty Will Suffer 
Most Due to COVID-19” 
As the number of coronavirus deaths in the United States tops 3,100, states are demanding ventilators and 
medical supplies. Democracy Now! spoke  with the former director of the Detroit Health Department, 
Abdul El-Sayed. His recent piece for The Guardian was headlined “Coronavirus is exploiting an 
underlying condition: our epidemic of insecurity.” 
 
Wednesday, April 1, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 59 minutes 
Democracy Now!: “#CancelRent: Tenants Demand Rent Relief & Organize Strikes as 
Unemployment Surges Due to COVID-19” 
Despite eviction moratoriums and relief on mortgage payments in hard-hit states like California, 
Washington and New York, no rent freeze has been ordered. In response, tenants around the country are 
calling for immediate rent cancellation. Some are planning to “rent strike.” Democracy Now! received an 
update from Cea Weaver, campaign coordinator for Housing Justice for All, which is organizing to cancel 
rent during the coronavirus. 
 
Monday, April 6, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 53 minutes 
Democracy Now!: “‘Leaving Us Here to Die’: Prisoners Plea for Release, Protection Amid 
Skyrocketing Infection Rates” 
U.S. Attorney General William Barr issued an emergency order Friday calling for the release of 
vulnerable federal prisoners into home confinement amid the coronavirus crisis. This news comes as at 
least 16 states have also released prisoners. Democracy Now! looks at the treatment of incarcerated people 
in New York state, where Governor Andrew Cuomo has yet to grant anyone freedom despite at least 24 
confirmed cases among state prisoners. Democracy Now! spoke to José Díaz, a New York University 
graduate student who was just released from Rikers on Saturday morning. 
 
Issue: Security 
 
Monday, January 6, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 53 minutes 
Democracy Now!: “AOC Condemns Killing of Soleimani: This Was an Act of Aggression 
Committed by the United States” 
Democracy Now! spoke with New York Congressmember Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and asked her 
response to the assassination of Iranian general Qassem Suleimani. She emphasized the importance of 
de-escalation and discussed the legality of the president’s decision.  
 
Tuesday, January 7, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 59 minutes 



Democracy Now!: “Propaganda Machine: The Military Roots of Cambridge Analytica’s 
Psychological Manipulation of Voters” 
Democracy Now! continued to discuss the practices used by firms like Cambridge Analytica. A new trove 
of internal Cambridge Analytica documents and emails are being posted on Twitter detailing the 
company’s operations, including its work with President Trump’s former national security adviser John 
Bolton. Democracy Now! spoke with Jehane Noujaim and Karim Amer, co-directors of the 
Oscar-shortlisted documentary “The Great Hack”; Brittany Kaiser, the Cambridge Analytica 
whistleblower featured in “The Great Hack” and author of “Targeted: The Cambridge Analytica 
Whistleblower’s Inside Story of How Big Data, Trump, and Facebook Broke Democracy and How It Can 
Happen Again”; and Emma Briant, a visiting research associate in human rights at Bard College. 
 
Friday, January 10, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 38 minutes 
Democracy Now!: ‘“Democracy For Sale”: Cambridge Analytica & Big Tech’s History of 
Manipulating Elections’ 
Democracy Now! discussed a concerning internal memo written by Facebook Vice President Andrew 
Bosworth, who was a backer of Hillary Clinton in 2016. In his memo, Bosworth referenced the role of the 
shadowy data firm Cambridge Analytica but downplayed its significance. The company harvested some 
87 million Facebook profiles without the users’ knowledge or consent and used the data to sway voters 
during the 2016 campaign. Democracy Now! spoke with the directors of “The Great Hack,” Jehane 
Noujaim and Karim Amer, as well as former Cambridge Analytica employee Brittany Kaiser and 
propaganda researcher Emma Briant. 
 
Friday, February 7, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 32 minutes 
Democracy Now! “Risk of Nuclear War Rises as U.S. Deploys a New Nuclear Weapon for the 
First Time Since the Cold War” 
The Federation of American Scientists revealed in late January that the U.S. Navy had deployed for the 
first time a submarine armed with a low-yield Trident nuclear warhead. The W76-2 warhead, which is 
facing criticism at home and abroad, is estimated to have about a third of the explosive power of the 
atomic bomb the U.S. dropped on Hiroshima. Democracy Now! was joined by William Arkin, longtime 
reporter focused on military and nuclear policy. He broke the story about the deployment of the new 
low-yield nuclear weapon in an article he co-wrote for the Federation of American Scientists.  
 
Friday, March 27, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 59 minutes 
Democracy Now!: ‘When Home Isn’t Safe: Shelter-in-Place Is Putting Domestic Violence 
Survivors in a ‘Dire Situation’” 
As schools shut, public spaces close, and all but essential workers are ordered to stay indoors under 
shelter-in-place orders across the U.S. and globe, domestic violence services are scrambling to help 
vulnerable people navigate home lives that they say are increasingly unsafe during the pandemic. “This is 
really a dire situation for a lot of victims across the country,” says Katie Ray-Jones, chief executive 
officer of the National Domestic Violence Hotline and loveisrespect. 
 



Friday, March 20, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 74 minutes 
Commonwealth Club: “Finding the Humanity in AI with Rumman Chowdhury” 
As a practicing data scientist and AI developer since 2013, Rumman Chowdhury is no stranger 
to the problems with tech. However, her optimism about the good it can do—in identifying 
cancer cells, for example, or helping you clean your apartment—has led her to focus her career 
on bringing humanity to data and including everyone in the process. Instead of sitting on the 
sidelines as bystanders to the techpocalypse, Chowdhury encourages both companies and 
consumers to take an active role in recognizing the real-world problems that perpetuate bad 
algorithms, instilling a moral compass in our tech. 
Come calm your fears about our data-driven future with Rumman Chowdhury as she joins 
INFORUM to break down how we can all work to shape AI for the better.  
Issue: Climate and Environmental Security 
 
Monday, January 13, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 58 minutes 
Democracy Now!: ‘“Stop the Money Pipeline”: 150 Arrested at Protests Exposing Wall Street’s 
Link to Climate Crisis’ 
Democracy Now! discussed the 150 arrests on Capitol Hill Friday, January 10th in a climate protest led by 
Academy Award-winning actor and activist Jane Fonda. Fonda has been leading weekly climate 
demonstrations in Washington, D.C., known as “Fire Drill Fridays,” since October. The day of action was 
the launch of “Stop the Money Pipeline,” a campaign to halt the flow of cash from banks, investment 
firms and insurance companies to the fossil fuel industry. 
 
Tuesday, January 21, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 59 minutes 
Democracy Now!: “Greta Thunberg Addresses Global Elite at Davos: Our House Is Still on 
Fire” 
The 17-year-old Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg delivered a speech Tuesday to the world leaders 
and global elite gathered in Davos, Switzerland, for the World Economic Forum, one year after she first 
condemned the forum for its inaction on climate change. She spoke out to companies’ efforts towards 
lowering emissions, saying, “We need real zero”. 
 
 
Issue: Health 
Wednesday, February 19, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 50 minutes 
Democracy Now!: Yale Study Says Medicare for All Would Save U.S. $450 Billion, Prevent 
Nearly 70,000 Deaths a Year 
As the Democratic presidential hopefuls prepare to take to the debate stage tonight, Democracy Now! 
turns to a central issue of the campaign: Medicare for All. In a new study, Yale scholars have found that 
Medicare for All will save Americans more than $450 billion and prevent 68,000 deaths every year. The 
study in The Lancet found that Medicare for All, supported by Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth Warren, will 
save money and is more cost-effective than “Medicare for All Who Want It, “a model supported by Pete 

https://www.commonwealthclub.org/events/2020-01-29/finding-humanity-ai-rumman-chowdhury


Buttigieg. Democracy Now! was joined by Alison Galvani, director of the Center for Infectious Disease 
Modeling and Analysis at Yale’s School of Public Health.  
 
Friday, March 6, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 70 minutes 
Commonwealth Club: “Patrick Kennedy and an Expert Panel: Mental Health, Youth and the 
Justice System” 
Critics argue that jails and prisons are the most visible evidence of the failing of America’s 
public mental health system and that the most heartbreaking failures are in the field of juvenile 
justice. Seventy percent of young people entering the juvenile justice system are said to have a 
diagnosable mental health need. Advocates argue that detention and correctional facilities 
provide a unique opportunity to intervene and connect children to services and support systems 
before it is too late. Others argue that community-based, non-incarceration solutions are more 
effective. 

With facilities such as San Francisco’s juvenile hall closing by 2021, how can San Francisco and 
other communities address system-involved youth with mental health issues? What role should 
and must the justice system play? And how will their decisions impact society at large? Join us 
for an important panel discussion. 

 
Issue: Economy 
Wednesday, March 18, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 59 minutes 
Democracy Now!: “Facing Mass Layoffs, Restaurant Workers Living ‘Tip to Mouth’ Demand 
Living Wage & Paid Sick Leave” 
Mass shutdowns and layoffs due to the spread of COVID-19 are affecting millions of restaurant workers 
across the U.S., with bars and restaurants closing for the foreseeable future. Servers, bartenders, kitchen 
staff and more have been left in the lurch, many without paid sick leave, paid time off or benefits. For 
more on the impacts on service workers, Democracy Now! spoke with Saru Jayaraman, the co-founder of 
the Food Labor Research Center at the University of California, Berkeley, and president of One Fair 
Wage, which has launched an emergency fund to support workers during this time. 
 
Friday, February 21, 2020 -- Duration: 65 minutes 
Commonwealth Club: “An Evening with Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn” 
Acclaimed New York Times op-ed columnist Nicholas Kristof and entrepreneur Sheryl WuDunn are the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning authors behind countless best-selling books. In their newest work, Tightrope: 
Americans Reaching for Hope, Kristof and WuDunn turn their focus inward to the crisis in working-class 
America. Kristof, who grew up in rural Oregon, discovered one-quarter of the kids on his school bus 
growing up died in adulthood from drugs, alcohol, suicide or reckless accidents. 
While shocking to many, Kristof and WuDunn argue stories like this are representative of everyone from 
the Dakotas and Oklahoma to New York and Virginia. But along with tragedy, they tell stories of 

https://www.commonwealthclub.org/events/2020-01-15/patrick-kennedy-and-expert-panel-mental-health-youth-and-justice-system
https://www.commonwealthclub.org/events/2020-01-15/patrick-kennedy-and-expert-panel-mental-health-youth-and-justice-system
https://www.commonwealthclub.org/events/2020-02-04/evening-nicholas-kristof-and-sheryl-wudunn


resurgence: recovery from opioid addiction, adults devoting their lives to helping teenagers navigate the 
reality of poverty and other inspiring journeys. According to Kristof and WuDunn, these accounts provide 
a picture of working-class families needlessly but profoundly damaged as a result of decades of policy 
mistakes. 

 
Issue: Impeachment 
Friday, January 17, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 22 minutes 
Democracy Now!: “‘They Must Conduct a Full and Fair Trial’: Senators Sworn In for Historic 
Trump Impeachment Trial” 
For just the third time in history, the U.S. Senate has opened a trial to determine if a sitting president 
should be removed from office. The Senate trial comes a month after the House impeached President 
Trump for pressuring Ukraine to investigate his political rival Joe Biden. On Thursday, the nonpartisan 
Government Accountability Office said the White House Office of Management and Budget violated 
federal law by withholding $400 million in aid money to Ukraine even though the funds had been 
allocated by Congress. Democracy Now! spoke with attorney John Bonifaz, co-founder and president of 
Free Speech for People and co-author of “The Constitution Demands It: The Case for the Impeachment of 
Donald Trump.” 
 
Wednesday, January 22, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 39 minutes 
Democracy Now!: ‘“The Senate Voted for a Cover-Up’: GOP Senators Tilt Impeachment Trial 
in Trump’s Favor” 
After the first marathon day leading up to President Trump’s impeachment trial, Democracy Now! spoke 
with Vince Warren and Baher Azmy, executive director and legal director, respectively, of the Center for 
Constitutional Rights. In a 13-hour session, the Republican-controlled U.S. Senate approved rules for the 
impeachment trial that Vince Warren says are tantamount to a “cover-up.” Under the rules, each side will 
be given 24 hours over a three-day period for opening arguments. Senators also agreed to automatically 
admit evidence from the House inquiry into the trial record. Republicans rejected 11 amendments from 
Democrats to subpoena witnesses and documents at this stage in the trial. 
 
Friday, January 24, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 39 minutes 
Democracy Now!: Law Professor: Trump Could Also Have Been Impeached for War Crimes, 
Assassinations & Corruption 
Democratic lawmakers are continuing to lay out their case for removing the president from office in the 
final day of opening arguments by Democrats in the historic impeachment trial of President Trump. The 
Senate trial comes a month after the House impeached Trump for withholding congressionally approved 
military aid to Ukraine as part of an effort to pressure the Ukrainian president to investigate Trump’s 
political rival, Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden. For more on the impeachment trial, 
Democracy Now! was joined by Marjorie Cohn, professor emerita at Thomas Jefferson School of Law 
and the former president of the National Lawyers Guild.  
 
Friday, January 31, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 25 minutes 



Democracy Now!: “Inappropriate, Not Impeachable: Key GOP Senator’s ‘Astonishing’ 
Statement Clears Way for Acquittal” 
The Republican-led Senate appears poised to acquit President Trump as early as today in his historic 
impeachment trial. Democrats have been demanding that former Trump national security adviser John 
Bolton testify in the trial. In an upcoming book, Bolton writes that Trump personally told him that $391 
million in military aid to Ukraine was held up in order to pressure that country into launching 
investigations into Trump’s political rivals, including Joe Biden. Democracy Now! spoke  with Dahlia 
Lithwick, senior editor at Slate magazine, where she is the senior legal correspondent and Supreme Court 
reporter. 
 
Issue: Elections 
 
Wednesday, January 15, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 59 minutes 
Democracy Now!: “Democrats Debate Wealth Tax, Free Public College & Student Debt Relief 
as Part of New Economic Plan” 
Democracy Now! reviewed Tuesday, January 14th’s Democratic debate. Former South Bend Mayor Pete 
Buttigieg repeated his criticism of plans for tuition-free public college and wiping out student debt, 
supported by both Elizabeth Warren and Bernie Sanders. Activist and Truthout contributor Alexis 
Goldstein says the dispute highlights a philosophical split within the Democratic Party. 
 
Friday, February 28, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 69 minutes 
Commonwealth Club: “Ezra Klein: Why We're Polarized ” 
Ezra Klein doesn’t believe America’s political system is broken. He argues that the truth is 
scarier: It’s working exactly as designed. Over the past 50 years, our partisan identities have 
merged with our racial, religious, geographic, ideological and cultural identities. According to 
Klein, this merging has created a toxic system that is tearing at the bonds that hold this country 
together.  

In his new book, Why We’re Polarized, Klein shows how and why American politics polarized 
around identity in the 20th century and what that polarization did to the way we see the world 
and each other. The book provides a clear framework for understanding everything from 
Trump’s rise to the Democratic Party’s leftward shift to the politicization of everyday culture. 

Friday, April, 3 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 69 minutes 
Commonwealth Club: “Rahm Emanuel: How Mayors Run the World”  
In his new book, The Nation City, Emanuel, the former two-term mayor of Chicago and 
President Obama’s first White House chief of staff, offers a firsthand account of how cities, 
rather than the federal government, stand at the center of innovation and effective governance. 
Drawing on his own experiences in Chicago, and on his relationships with other mayors around 

https://www.commonwealthclub.org/events/2020-02-06/ezra-klein-why-were-polarized
https://www.commonwealthclub.org/events/2020-03-05/rahm-emanuel-how-mayors-run-world


America, Emanuel shows how cities are improving education, infrastructure, job conditions and 
environmental policy at a local level. 
Emanuel argues that cities are the most ancient political institutions, dating back thousands of 
years, and have reemerged as the nation-states of our time. Emanuel argues that mayors are 
accountable to their voters to a greater degree than any other elected officials and that 
progressives and centrists alike can best accomplish their goals by focusing their energies on 
local politics. Join us as Rahm Emanuel maps out a new, energizing and hopeful way forward. 
 
Friday, April 10, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 59 minutes 
Commonwealth Club: “David Plouffe: How to Beat Donald Trump” 
A Citizen’s Guide to Beating Donald Trump is Plouffe’s guide for the 2020 voter on how to 
make a difference. Plouffe draws on decades' worth of experience to coach voters on what they 
can do every day, from the comfort of their homes, to ensure Donald Trump’s defeat. His advice 
is simple: Change will only happen from action and direct dialogue from citizen to citizen. For 
those invested, Plouffe argues that the time to start is now. 

Political strategist David Plouffe gives us a pragmatic and motivational guide on how to tackle 
the electoral road ahead. 

 
 
Issue: Civil Rights 
 
Wednesday, January 1, 2020 -- 3 pm. Duration: 59 minutes 
Democracy Now!: “First Lady of the World: Eleanor Roosevelt’s Impact on New Deal to U.N. 
Declaration of Human Rights” 
Democracy Now! began the new decade with a New Year’s Day special about one of the most influential 
women in U.S. politics: first lady Eleanor Roosevelt. She served as a United States delegate to the United 
Nations General Assembly and spearheaded the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights. President 
Harry Truman later called her the “First Lady of the World.” Democracy Now! spoke with the 
prize-winning historian Blanche Wiesen Cook, distinguished professor of history and women’s studies at 
John Jay College and the Graduate Center of the City University of New York.  
 
 
 

Section III: Programming 
 
Democracy Now, the War and Peace Report from Pacifica Radio 
Airs Monday - Friday from 3 pm - 4 pm  



Host Amy Goodman examines international headlines, in-depth, from human rights and 
democratic perspectives. 
 
Commonwealth Club 
Airs Saturdays from 3 pm - 4 pm  
A Commonwealth Club of California production, airing discussion-based critical interpretations 
of social issues at the national level. 
 
 


