
CRIME AND SAFETY 

 

Twin Peaks Shooting 

 

KWTX-TV provided live, ongoing, comprehensive coverage of the shooting that erupted 

between biker gangs on May 17th. We told viewers about the initial incident and provided live 

coverage throughout the day, as the community wondered whether more violence would erupt. 

We identified the more-than 170 bikers who were jailed, bond hearings and lawsuits that 

followed. 

 

Firefighters Injured in Rollover 

 

In late April, firefighters from a volunteer department were responding to a fire, when their fire 

truck flipped, seriously injuring several firefighters inside. We provided coverage of the crash 

itself, and followed up with the department and surrounding community as they rallied around 

the fire department to provide support. 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUES 

 

Warrant Issued for 75-year-old Woman Over Unkempt Lawn 

 

In early June, we covered a story of a 75-year-old woman living in Riesel, who had been issued 

a citation for not keeping her lawn mowed. A warrant was subsequently issued for her arrest as 

she failed to appear for a hearing connected to that citation. There was a great public interest in 

her story. After our coverage, several community members stepped up and helped her get her 

lawn into compliance. 

 

Alligator Killed by Hunters 

 

In early May, two people were arrested in Bell County after an alligator who had lived in a local 

lake was killed. There was outrage from viewers over the alligator’s killing, and we followed the 

legal process that followed, including the arrests of the hunters who shot the alligator, and the 

charges filed against them. 

 

Gay Marriage Legalized 

 

As the Supreme Court ruled same-sex marriage must be legal and recognized in all 50 states, 

we provided comprehensive coverage of the local effects, as some counties began immediately 

issuing licenses, while others waited for instruction from the State. We covered the first gay 

marriage in our local area, and spoke to local religious leaders about concerns in the 

community. 

 

HEALTH 

 



Blue Bell Recall 

We continued to report on Texas-based Blue Bell as an ice cream recall that initially began in 

March was expanded. We provided numerous updates as listeria cases were linked to the 

company’s plants. We covered how local stores were reacting to the voluntary recall, and did a 

story about recalled product still being found on local shelves. We provided information about 

those products being recalled, and brought our viewers response from the company. 

 

Viral Meningitis in Schools 

 

In early April, cases of viral meningitis were identified at local schools. We provided coverage 

about the disease, talked about prevention and what it meant for parents with kids in those 

schools. 

 

Cancer Prevention 

 

On June 2nd, we provided a public phone bank, for viewers to call in and ask questions about 

cancer prevention and treatment. As many baby-boomers move into the high-risk category for 

cancer, there is a need for comprehensive information about this topic. Our phone bank of local 

doctors and other experts answered questions, while we included segments in our 5 and 6pm 

newscasts to answer many of the broad frequent questions viewers were asking. 

 

WEATHER 

 

Central Texas Floods 

 

Throughout April and May, significant rainfall in parts of Central Texas caused floods and flash 

floods that affected many people. We provided live coverage of the storms and floods, with 

meteorologists updating viewers from the studio, while additional meteorologists went out into 

the field to provide live coverage of effects on local roadways and of residences and 

businesses.  


