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Issue: How does Rutgers Residence Life work to improve on-campus living? 
For many students, living conditions on campus play a large role in the overall experience a 

student has during their time in college. 

 
Core of the Matter 4/19/18: Rutgers Residence Life - 4:00 PM (1 hour) 
Hasin Tasneem, who is involved in Residence Life on campus, talks about the responsibilities 

the organization has to the University's students. As a peer mentor, Hasin explains what it means 

to hold a leadership position in the organization. 

 

 

Issue: How is the university emphasizing the importance of voting in the upcoming 

primaries? 
Rutgers has taken several steps to shed light on the importance of voting and why students 

should vote. With primaries coming up, it is important for students to understand that exercising 

their right to vote is important and can make a difference on the local level. 

 
Core of the Matter 4/25/2018: Engaging Students in Voting Initiatives - 9:30 AM (0.5 

hours) 
Naadiya Drake and Evan Cheung discuss voting initiatives at Rutgers that aim to educate 

students on the voting process. They highlight that most students only focus on the presidential 

elections and disregard the others. They emphasize the need to continue voting in presidential 

elections, but also to encourage students to participate in local elections as well. 

 

 

Issue: How can colleges guide first generation students most effectively? 
Being a first generation college student can be confusing without any guidance, especially when 

applying to college and dealing with the financial aspects of it. It is important for the college to 

guide these students and help them to utilize all opportunities that are offered to them. 

 
Core of the Matter 4/26/2018: Pressures on First Generation College Students - 4:00 PM (1 

hour) 
Dumini Athalage and Pooja Patel discuss the pressures of being a first generation college student 

and how the college process can be confusing. When dealing with things like term bills, payment 

plans, and financial aid, having to figure out how such things work can be difficult. They discuss 

the importance of communication between colleges and students in such situations to guide them 

more efficiently. 

 

 



Issue: How has the university set its students up for the real world? 
As a student's time at Rutgers comes to an end, it is important to make sure that the university 

has set its students up for a successful future in whatever paths they take after graduation. 

 
Core of the Matter 5/2/2018: Molding Students for the Real World - 9:30 AM (0.5 hours) 
Graduating seniors Naadiya Drake and Evan Cheung reflect on the ways the school has helped 

them both as a student and in their future careers. They discuss programs which help students 

transition from student life to work life and how these programs have helped them search for 

jobs and prepare for them. They emphasize the importance of utilizing the tools that Rutgers 

provides its students to ensure that their futures are successful. 

 

 

Issue: How does Rutgers connect students with leaders worldwide? 
Rutgers Global provides many opportunities for students, including study abroad, opportunities 

for international research, and cross-cultural events and discussions. 

 
Core of the Matter 6/7/18: Priya Khosla on Global Outreach at Rutgers - 4:30 PM (1 hour) 
Priya Khosla discusses the programs offered by Rutgers Global. Programs like the "Mandela 

Washington Fellowship" allow for people to have the opportunity to improve their networking 

skills and better their education. This fellowship recruits leaders from Africa to come to the US 

for a summer to take classes to improve their skills. In addition, these fellows often participate in 

internships and networking events. 

 

 

Issue: How does the community continue to foster the education of all of its students? 
Middlesex County is home to people from all walks of life. Being a heavily diverse community, 

it is important for the County to continue to create an environment in which every child is well 

educated regardless of their background. 

 
Core of the Matter 6/23/18: Sapana Shah on Education Reform - 10:00 AM (2 hours) 
Sapana Shah, a Rutgers graduate, talks about her experiences as a councilwoman for Middlesex 

County and her work in education reform. Growing up in Edison to immigrant parents, she talks 

about the struggles she faced and how education was not always affordable. She talked about the 

importance of making sure that all students have an equal primary education in which their 

background is not a factor. 

 

 

 

  



Issue: In what ways does Rutgers help its students manage stress? 
Throughout the school year students often times get wrapped up in their work and forget to step 

back and take a break. Knowing this, Rutgers takes steps to ensure that its students are practicing 

self-care by arranging events all over the campus in which students can de-stress. 

 
Core of the Matter 6/24/18: Hasin Tasneem on the Mental Health Task Force at Rutgers - 

12:00 PM (2 hours) 
As a member of the Mental Health task force in the Rutgers University Student Assembly, Hasin 

Tasneem reflects on the initiatives the university has taken this school year to ensure that its 

students practice self-care especially during finals week. She emphasizes the importance of 

practicing self-care and how students often times forget to as they are so focused on their work. 

Hasin discusses the school's involvement in this matter and how it can help students unwind 

during stressful moments. 

 

 

Issue: What opportunities can be created by connecting students with alumni? 
The Scarlet Council connects current students with alumni for networking and professional 

development. 

 
Core of the Matter 6/26/18: Ashini Dias on the Importance of the Scarlet Council - 6:00 PM 

(1 hour) 
Ashini Dias discuses the purpose of the Scarlet Council. She emphasizes the goal of the Council 

which is to create opportunities for current students by connecting them to alumni. 

 

 

Issue: What can we do to prevent sexual assault in our community? 
While Rutgers NO MORE week was in March, it is important to advocate for an end to violence 

throughout the year. 

 
Core of the Matter 6/27/18: Jessica Resnick for NO MORE - 11:00 PM (1 hour) 

As Policy Director at Rutgers NO MORE, Jessica Resnick discusses how the organization works 

with Rutgers to continue to advocate for an end to sexual violence. She emphasizes the need for 

the university to take action not only during Rutgers' NO MORE week, but to continue to spread 

awareness on the topic throughout the year. 
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